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SJSU hegins
public donor
campaign

School of nursing receives
$5 million at opening gala

ERIC VAN SUSTEREN

Executive Editor

To initiate the pub-
lic phase of the first-ever
public fundraising cam-
paign in its 153-year his-
tory, SJSU hosted a gala
Thursday night in which
the school of nursing re-
ceived a $S million dona-
tion.

The campaign, titled
“Acceleration,” has been in
effect in its quiet phase for
the past four years, raising
$129 million, said Interim
President Don Kassing.

“If you look at our fund-
raising efforts in the 1990s
and early 2000s, a good
year was $10 or $12 mil-
lion and some years it was
$6 or $7 million,” he said.
“We raised $130 million in
four years at a rate of about
$35 million a year. There’s
just extraordinary promise
in capital campaigns.”

The goal of the cam-
paign is to raise a total
of $200 million by 2014
through donations from
private companies, indi-
viduals and organizations,
said campaign chairwom-
an Cindy Lazares.

“It’s ambitious, however
it’s achievable,” she said at
the gala in the Event Cen-
ter. “The university has
been around for 150 years
and never tried something
of this capacity.”

The Valley Foundation,
a nonprofit organization
that supports health care
and medicine in Santa
Clara County, made the
first  official donation
of Acceleration’s public
phase with a $S5 million
gift commitment to the
school of nursing, Kassing
said.

In honor of this do-
nation and $3.5 million
in past gifts, he said the
school of nursing will
be renamed “The Val-
ley Foundation School of
Nursing.”

SJSU privately received
gifts from several major
donors during the quiet
phase. The public cam-
paign, however, will seek
gifts from major and mi-
nor corporations publicly,
Kassing said.

Though SJSU faces
budget cuts, decreased

See DONOR Page 3

game on Saturday.

Spartans fail to bite
back against Bulldogs
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SJSU’s Tiuke Tuipulotu takes down Fresno State’s Robbie Rouse during the

For full story see §XOIRIS Page 6

Sorority takes steps to combat breast cancer

Laura-Nicole Romero, Kristin Perez and Mary Do walk during the
American Cancer Society’s Making Strides Against Breast Cancer
event Saturday.
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KELSEY HILARIO
Staff Writer

The ladies of Delta Zeta sorority were among
the 20,000 people who walked against breast can-
cer Saturday morning, said an organizer of the
event.

It was a cold, wet morning, but that did not
stop 65 girls from making the trip from San Jose
to San Francisco to participate in the American
Cancer Society’s Making Strides Against Breast
Cancer event, said Ashley Wilkins, the Delta
Zeta philanthropic chairwoman.

Registration began at 8 a.m. at Speedway
Meadow in Golden Gate Park and the five-mile
race ended there as well.

Senior hospitality major Amelia Giusti, the
president of Delta Zeta, said the sorority has par-
ticipated in the event for the last 10 years.

“It is something that we enjoy doing together,”
she said. “It is part of our sisterhood retreat and
we feel as an organization of women it is impor-
tant to focus on issues that can affect us later in
life and other women around us.”

The event had a stage with live music, speech-
es by American Cancer Society leaders, activities
for kids, a memorabilia shop and a tent with re-
freshments for the walkers in addition to other
activities.

Volunteers posted around the route cheered
on walkers as they passed.

Ashley Budd, a senior liberal studies major,
said she has walked during the last four years and
enjoys showing her support with her sisters.

“When I am an alumni I want to make a group
for Delta Zeta for our alumni to continue to par-
ticipate in it because I feel that it is a really im-
portant cause for us to take part in,” she said.

Erica Spratt, a senior illustration and anima-
tion major, said she loves sisterhood and bonding
with her sisters while giving back to a good cause.

“It was a really great way to raise awareness for
the cause and it was also great to see our fund-
ing for it grow and grow and grow,” she said. “I
think it is something I am going to continue to
give back to.”

Both Budd and Spratt said they have had to
deal with breast cancer on a personal level.

They both said they have had an aunt diag-
nosed with the disease.

“About two years ago one of my closest aunts
was diagnosed with breast cancer,” Budd said.
“For me it is about more than just donating and
giving awareness but showing the support.”

According to Delta Zeta’s team website they
raised $1,825.

The website listed 17 other teams from SJSU
that participated in the walk and in the past two
years SJSU has raised $18,000 to help fight breast

cancer.

See CANCER Page 2
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Students ‘Ride’ to tout
alternative transportation

SPARTAN DAILY
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Undeclared freshman Ryan DiBase has his skateboard autographed by professional skateboarder and

writer Steve Caballero during the “Ride to School” event Thursday.

CALLI PEREZ
Staff Writer

The grill was lit Thursday
at the Associated Students
Barbecue Pits for the SJSU
“Ride to School Day”

The event was held from
10 am. - 2 pm. and stu-
dents who rode alternative,
human-powered transporta-
tion were allowed to enjoy
a free meal, bike tune-ups,
bike-lock exchange, a raffle
and a skate contest judged
by professional skateboarder
Steve Caballero.

“I am here to promote
the fundraiser — ‘Ride to
School’ — that they have
been having every year,” Ca-
ballero said. “I guess this is
the first year that they have
skateboarding. So I am a lo-
cal professional skateboard-
er here in town, so Will Wil-
son, one of the organizers,
asked me to be part of the
event.”

Caballero said they held a
skateboard contest and gave
away some prizes.

“Just making people
aware of some transporta-
tion that has to do with
wheels,” he said. “Either two
wheels or four”

David Escalante, a senior
art education major, said
he rode his skateboard to
school.

“We just wanted to pro-

mote people to start riding
bikes and cut off on all the
gasoline,” Escalante said.
“We have a legendary pro
skater here and they gave us
a bunch of free stuff to give
out for the raffle, so it is just
$1 to donate to the ERC to
keep events like this going
on on campus.”

Undeclared freshman Mi-
chael Vozenesky said he was
there for the free food.

“I commute, so I have to
drive to school,” he said.

Jason Chow, a senior jus-
tice studies major, said he
was there to get his bicycle
fixed.

“It was a good experience
for me,” he said. “I mean, I
have done it before and I
got my bike from the people
here today. They did a good
job onit”

Loren Lewis, the sustain-
ability project coordinator
for the Office of the Presi-
dent’s sustainability initia-
tive at SJSU, said he was
there to work with the ERC
and showcase the “Green
Wave Project.”

“(The Green Wave Proj-
ect) is the campuswide ini-
tiative of the sustainability
office for this year, which is
to train a team of about
100 to 150 San Jose
State students, grad stu-
dents, undergrads, to do
home energy audits,”
Lewis said. “These en-
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ergy audits can be done in
homes, apartments, dorm
rooms and offices”

He said the project is
targeted mainly toward the
SJSU community, but also
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We just
wanted to
promote
people to
start riding
bikes and
cut off on
all the
gasoline.

DAVID ESCALANTE

Senior art education major

to anybody who is a San Jose
resident.

Senior Eamon Vandaei
and freshman Henna Sayah,
both biology majors, said
they were present to pro-

mote awareness of Proposi-
tion 23.

“We are here to help save
the environment by inform-
ing the people about Prop
23 and what it can do to the
environment,” Sayah said.

She said California has
clean energy laws that were
putin place by Assembly Bill
32 four years ago.

According to the Califor-
nia government website, AB
32 is the Global Warming
Solutions Act, which set the
2020 greenhouse gas emis-
sions reduction goal into law.

“The oil companies don’t
like that, so they got Prop 23
on the ballot,” Sayah said. “If
Prop 23 passes, it overrides
AB 32 until the unemploy-
ment rate is below 5.5 per-
cent for four consecutive
quarters, but that has only
happened three times in the
last 50 years so it is more of a
permanent thing”

Vandaei said he agrees on
voting no on Prop 23.

“California is the leading
state in clean energy in the
United States, so what hap-
pens in California will be a
model for the entire United
States and by extension the
world,” he said.

Monday, October 25, 2010

Pancake event
serves students
global flavors

CALLI PEREZ
Staff Writer

The International House, not to be confused with the
International House of Pancakes, held a pancake breakfast
Sunday.

“It is an international traditional celebration with in-
ternational students from the I-House organized for the
public with many cultural performances,” said Ferdinand
Drechsel, a junior industrial design major from Germany.

The event was held from 9:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. and a $10
general admission ticket included three buffets with cui-
sines from German, American and Asian cultures.

“The pancake breakfast of the International House was
started in 1983 by some of our alumni that were here right
now and we have been doing it every single semester since
then,” said Leann Cherkasky Makhni, director of the I-
House. “It is an event in which we invite the community
to come in and experience the I-House and to meet our
residents.”

She said the pancake breakfast was put on by the resi-
dents of the I-House.

“Everybody dresses in traditional dress,” Makhni said.
“They cook and prepare all of the food. They do all of the
entertainment.

“There are people from inside the house that do the en-
tertainment and also from campus. The visitors that are
here are alumni, family of the residents and neighbors from
the nearby community and anyone else who chooses to
come.”

Alumnus Bob Aron said he was a resident of the I-House
when the pancake breakfast was originally started.

“It is great to see that it is so big now,” he said. “It wasn’t
so big when we started it. I lived in the house in the early
’80s and we started this in 1983 so it has been going for a
long time.”

As part of the morning’s entertainment, the I-House
residents put on a fashion show.

“In the fashion show we are just going to display our tra-
ditional outfits and provide a little description about each
garment,” said Reina Chan, a sophomore speech pathology
major from the United States.

She said the point of the show was to create awareness of
different cultures.

Makhni said the I-House currently has 73 residents from
31 different countries, including the U.S.

“A lot of people on campus don’t know that U.S. stu-
dents can live here too,” she said. “So we have almost 20
U.S. students living in the house right now out of the 73.”

Kristin Robinson, a senior forensic biology major, said
she isa R.A. at SJSU.

“I just brought residents here from Campus Village
Building B to kind of help expand their outlook and
thoughts on diverse cultures because a lot of times people
are stuck on campus and they only see those who live on
campus,” she said. “But this is an opportunity to allow
them to connect with people from different cultures.”
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walked alongside SJSU,
according to the website.

Delta Zeta will be vol-
unteering for the walk in
San Jose next week, Gi-
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tunity to not only walk
but help with it as well,
she said.
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Film condemns arms trade in Africa

REBECCA HENDERSON
Staff Writer

A documentary titled “Arms, Dealing and
National Interest” was shown to seven stu-
dents in King Library on Friday for the closing
day of Congo Awareness week.

The film addressed issues such as the global
battle going on between citizens and arms
dealers, resulting in thousands of civilians be-
ing murdered every day because weapons are
distributed to the wrong countries.

The movie “Lord of War,” starring Nicolas
Cage, was given as an example in the film to
compare how arms dealers work their way into
African countries, destroying them and gain-
ing wealth from the despair.

Zach Brouillard, a junior global studies ma-
jor, said the film was eye-opening.

“What really hit me was the images of them

digging up buried heads in the ground,” he
said.

Brouillard said students do not have much
exposure to such things and they are not as
concerned with the things that are bigger than
them, only their daily classes.

“I feel there’s not enough awareness,” he
said. “That’s why this program is good.”

The film focused on how to stop the coun-
tries who manufacture weapons from supply-
ing them to certain regions of Africa and how
the military feels as though it has the right to
do whatever it wants to whoever it wants and
that the rape of women is huge problem.

According to the film, China is the biggest
supplier of weapons and the most irresponsi-
ble in who they deal the weapons to, while in
Guinea it is found that a few European coun-
tries supply weapons to the country.

For the people who live in such states, the
narrator said it’s like a 9/11 massacre every day

and has been happening since 1998.

The film mentioned that it has become the
biggest conflict since World War II but it goes
unnoticed since they’re African.

Images were shown of villagers fleeing their
homes to hide in the forest, resulting in deaths
from hunger.

According to the film, most dealers can’t be
persecuted for arms dealing if their weapons
are in a different country.

It’s about money before people’s lives, said
the narrator.

In the film, Amnesty International, a group
working to protect human rights, talked about
an international treaty to stop the sale of weap-
ons.

Akubundu Lott, a professor of African-
American Studies, said the video was good be-
cause it shows the kinds of things people are up
against as human beings and as African people.

He said it’s a start of the movement and it

only takes one person to become aware of
something.

“I think the underlying thing that moves
us to act is it’s not acceptable how women of
Africa are being treated — women anywhere,”
Lott said. “But you see how bad it can get if you
don’t intervene and how do we as a people —
as students, as men, women — provide that
opportunity for African women to be heard?”

Junior history major Jay Aruta said the is-
sues in Africa need to be looked at and al-
though some people say there is nothing that
can be done for Africa, he disagrees.

“Africa is a big place and home to many of
the resources of the world,” he said. “It has a
very vibrant flourishing history and is very
underappreciated as a whole within education
and with western values.”

Aruta said anything going on today in the
world, even local movements, are just as im-
portant because they are within reach.

DONOR
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student enrollment and
staff layoffs, funds from the
campaign will not be used
to directly alleviate these is-
sues, he said.

“(These issues are) gen-
erally viewed as a state
responsibility,” Kassing
said. “It’s not intended to
be a substitute for state sup-
port. Its real purpose is to

make us more distinct and
to support the students who
make us more successful.”

Instead, donors can fi-
nance programs and efforts
at SJSU, such as moderniz-
ing centers and institutes,
providing faculty support,
funding scholarships and
tellowships, and help spon-
sor undergraduate research
and internships, according
to the campaign’s informa-
tional booklet.

Yosh Uchida, SJSU alum-
nus and judo coach, said he
thinks the money gathered

from the campaign should
be directed toward student
scholarships.

“In judo we have a hard
time getting students over
from other places since a
lot of them have not much
money,” he said. “An abun-
dance of scholarships would
be beneficial”

California Assemblyman
Jim Beall, one offour current
state legislators who gradu-
ated from SJSU, said a ma-
jor donor endowment fund
for long-term financial sup-
port would be most helpful.

Gerry Selter, the provost
and vice president of stu-
dent affairs, said the best
way to ensure student suc-
cess was to use the money
in a variety of areas.

“It isn’t simple,” he said.
“There are a lot of vari-
ables and you can’t simply

improve one thing — you
have to improve a spectrum
of things.”

Money raised will be di-
rected toward SJSU’s seven
colleges, the university li-
brary, student affairs and
intercollegiate  athletics,
according to an SJSU news
release.

Jayne Cohen, the direc-
tor for the school of nurs-
ing, said she couldn’t say
exactly where the Valley
Foundation’s donation
would be used.

“It’s really going to put
us over the edge,” she said

WINTER SESSION 2011

of the gift. “We're going to
hold strategic meetings to
make a plan to carry the
money far into the future.”

According to an SJSU
news release, the donation
will be used to build an
endowment for long-term
nursing school support and
to help fund the school’s
nursing simulation lab.

Valley Foundation Chair-
man Phil Boyce said he
hoped the donation would
act as a catalyst for more
gifts to SJSU and the nurs-
ing department.

“Nurses have become
even more important as
technology increases and
because of the relatively
limited number of doc-
tors,” he said. “Nurses are
frankly primary caregiv-
ers for most patients.”
The SJSU school of nursing
is the only school that gives

bachelor’s and master’s de-
grees for nursing in Santa
Clara, Santa Cruz, San
Benito and Monterey coun-
ties, according to the news
release.

Associated Students
President Tomasz Kolodzie-
jak, who spoke at the event,
said he was excited for the
campaign.

“I think it’s incredible,”
he said. “We’re hoping this
donation will encourage a
lot of other donations in the
future.”

Kassing said SJSU is the
third California State Uni-
versity to launch a cam-
paign like Acceleration.

“The University moving
from a modest fundraising
effort into this — it takes
us to a whole different level
of sophistication in terms
of our alumni base and sup-
port,” he said.

ATIVA NVLEVdS | NIdOYD @404417D :0O1OHd

Phil Boyce, of the Valley Foundation, speaks with SJSU Interim President Don
Kassing after the Acceleration gala Thursday.
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SJSU, West Valley College collaborate
for symphonic band concert

mouse, with all of the instruments
feeding off of each other, and there
was a cute use of the xylophone.

West Valley’s last song, Hazo’s
“Ride,” was a great piece to finish the
set with the band in full swing.

Sanglee Nguyen, a senior graphic
design major, said he had to attend the
event because it is required for his mu-

KELSEY LYNNE LESTER-PERRY
Staff Writer

About 200 tickets were sold at the
school’s first symphonic band per-
formance of the semester, held in the
Music building on Thursday.

The auditorium was filled with fam-
ily, friends, students and the sounds of

an ocean drum as West Valley Col- sic appreciation class.
lege’s and SJSU’s symphonic bands
played classic songs from the 1800s to
the mid 1900s.
“The band has been practicing
since the beginning of the semester,” The sound

said freshman composition major
Alex Frank.

Joseph Perry, a freshman music
education major, said he couldn’t get
too excited about performing.

“If you get excited then you play
funny,” Frank said. “You have to ac-
cept that, hey, I'm going to be a little

was extremely
patriotic — it

sounded very
New England
and reminis-

nervous. 1 cent of the
est Valley went on promptly at q

7:30 p.m,, starting with “Olympiada” foundlng of
by Samuel R. Hazo — it was a short America.

song conducted by Gus Kambeitz.

Up next was “Fantasy on a Japa-
nese Folk Song,” also by Hazo. The
audience began hearing rain sticks,
ocean drums and other percussion
instruments here, along with strong,
oriental-sounding horns and bass per-
cussion complemented by heavy flute
and clarinet.

The third song in the set was a piece
called “Yosemite Autumn,” originally
by Mark Camphouse. First it was
sweet, and then hit a crescendo with
alot of cymbals, drums and strong use
of horns.

Frank Tichelli’s “Cajun Folk Songs,”
the fourth song in the set, opened
with a saxophone solo. It also included
more of the ocean drum, a French bis-
tro-sounding use of brass instruments
and a muffled trumpet. After a while,
the song began to sound a bit cat and

“The West Valley band was pretty
good,” he said. “I actually heard some
mistakes though.”

The SJSU band went on around
8:15 p.m., beginning with a song called
“Bayou Breakdown” by Brant Karrick.

The sound was really fast-paced
and alot more polished than West Val-
ley, with Diana Hollinger conducting
the piece.

“It is in major scale, it’s a very happy
tune, and the homophonic dynamic is
relatively constant,” Nguyen said.

“Variations on America” by Charles
Ives was the second songin the set. The
sound was extremely patriotic — it
sounded very New England and remi-
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Melson Varsovia, a graduate student in instrumental conduction, conducts one of the SJSU sym-
phonic band’s musical numbers during the band’s concert Thursday night in the Music building

Concert Hall.

niscent of the founding of America.

Fred J. Allen’s “When the Stars Be-
gin to Fall” was the next song. It was a
really slow song, sounding like a mix
between classical and gospel music
with its use of deep bass horns, but the
song had a warm feeling because of the
use of saxophone and soft percussion.

Diana Hollinger returned to con-
duct the last two songs, starting with
“Radio Flyer” by John Gibson.

I felt like a kid at Christmas during
this piece, like Ralphie from “A Christ-
mas Story” — there were sounds of
shakers and sleigh bells, which lent
even more to the Christmas theme.

But the song took a turn, sound-

ing antagonistic, like the scene in
Tim Burton’s “Edward Scissorhands”
where Vincent Price’s character is ad-
miring his workshop of robots.

Julius Fucik’s “Entry of the Gladia-
tors, Op. 68” was the band’s final song,
and the upright bass players started
getting a little funky — they twirled
their instruments, made silly faces,
and chuckled the entire song.

Nick Liberatore, a senior music
major and bass player, said a lot of the
music is pretty groovy.

“I get into it and it works for the
whole band,” he said.

“Thunder and Blazes,” arranged by
Louis-Philippe Laurendeau, was the

8 5|7
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band’s encore piece.

Senior music major Yu-Ting Wang
said West Valley sounded pretty good
and noticed a trend of the band sharing
concerts with community colleges.

“It’s a pretty good collaboration,”
said Wang, a cello player in the SJSU
orchestra. “Knowing that SJSU is
reaching out to other musical commu-
nities around here, a lot of these kids
are probably going to attend SJSU.
They are from the area and we have a
good music program here.”

She said the band at SJSU has con-
tinuously gotten better, and since it is
not a music major ensemble, recently
the sound has gotten a lot better.
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SALMAN HAQOQI
On The Contrary

As the second plane made
a left turn and gunned its
engines into the South Tow-
er, we knew the world had
changed.

In the weeks and months
after the atrocities of 9/11,
we knew the what, where
and how — 19 Middle East-
ern men, box cutters, tall
buildings, etc.

The question that was
largely left unanswered was
“Why?”

Was there a problem in
the Middle East? The an-
swer is an emphatic yes. The
West has been meddling in
that region for decades.

After World War II, the
United States decided to
show its imperial teeth as it
started to spread its interests
around the globe. America
knew that the engine of the
country’s economic future
lay buried deep under the
barren sands of the Middle
East.

As the United States finds
itself in the aftermath of an-
other crisis in the Middle
East, it is worth the risk of
opprobrium to ask why there
should be hostility toward
America in that region.

Some insight can be
gained by surveying official
U.S. conduct in the Middle
East since the end of World
War II.  Acknowledged
herein is a fundamental,

The Inscrutable acts of the

yet deplorably overlooked,
distinction between under-
standing and excusing.

The stubborn and often
self-serving notion that the
historical record is irrelevant
because political violence
is inexcusable ensures that
Americans will be caught in
crises in the Middle East and
elsewhere for many years to
come.

After decades of broken
Western promises regard-
ing Arab independence, it
should not be surprising that
the West is viewed with sus-
picion and hostility by the
populations of the Middle
East. Add to this the thou-
sands of civilians we have

killed and are killing with

SPARTAN DALY
Middle East: America’s folly

Middle East.

The most recent part of
that record, which includes
U.S. alliances with Iraq to
counter Iran in the 1980s
and again in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan today, which is
edging dangerously and in-
creasingly into Pakistan, a
key, yet admittedly dubious
ally of the United States.

Since taking residence in
the Oval Office, President
Barack Obama has amped up
the covert drone program as
part of an effort to target and
kill suspected terrorists hid-
ing on the border between
Afghanistan and Pakistan.

As Jane Mayer has written
about extensively in “The
New Yorker,” these drone at-

our “surgi- tacks are kill-
cal” mis- ing untold
sile  strikes, numbers of
which is civilians in
much  like After decades of both coun-
doing open broken Westem tries and cre-
heart  sur- promises regarding ating more
gery with a - Argb independence, people who
machete jtshould notbe  Mateus

e Unit- .. Its not
ed States, as _SUTPTising that the  pard o
the heir to West is viewed with imagine the
British impe- Susp]_c'lon and homicidal
rialism in the nostilit rage that
region, has N e would well
been a fre- up in any

quent object
of suspicion.
Since the end
of World War
II, the United States, like the
European colonial powers
before it, has been unable
to resist becoming entan-
gled in the region’s political
conflicts.

Driven by a desire to keep
the vast oil reserves in hands
friendly to the United States,
a wish to keep out potential
rivals such as Russia and
China as well as domestic
political considerations, the
United States has compiled
a record of tragedy in the

one of us if
robot planes
swooped
over our
houses and blasted them to
pieces.

This plane has no pilot. It
is controlled using a joystick
thousands of miles away. It
blows up all the houses on
the street, and chars your
family and your neighbors
until there is nothing left
to bury but unrecognizable
pieces of flesh.

Now imagine this hap-
pening week after week.

Then there’s Iraq — a
war based on lies and a war

throughout which we have
been lied to continually.

On Oct. 22, about
400,000 documents re-
vealed by WikiLeaks clearly
record the mass torture,
rampant shooting of civil-
ians, the outrageous use
of air power against family
homes, the vicious Ameri-
can and British mercenaries
and the cemeteries of the in-
nocent dead.

The Iraqi people have
known about this all along,
only we pretended we didn’t
know.

In the aftermath of 9/11,
even to suggest that Ameri-
can foreign policy in the
Middle East may play some
part in answering the ques-
tion, “Why do they hate
us?” was akin to blasphemy.
“They hate us for our free-
doms,” was the common re-
frain, and if you didn’t agree
with that, you were on the
wrong side of history.

There is no doubt that
we are dealing with a peo-
ple still stuck with a Bronze
Age view of society. But if
there are any lessons to be
learned from these wars,
it’s that we cannot bomb a
whole civilization into
modernity.

Historically, revolution-
ary change has always come
from within a society. I
have no doubt the people
of the Muslim world might
very well want many of the
freedoms that we so dearly
cherish.

But the freedom they
want most is freedom from
us. And it seems that is the
one freedom we are not
willing give them.

“On The Contrary”is a
column making a special
appearance.

Salman Haqqi is a Spartan
Daily A&’E Editor.

DMV

Crash. Crumple. Snap.

The crash was the sound of the truck
behind me plowing into me at a red
light, breaking my taillight.

The crumple was the sound of
the metal on my beautiful car being
smushed into bits.

The snap was the sound my neck
made as it whipped forward and down.

Considering all this happened a year
ago, you'd think I'd be over it by now.

The car is a wonderful 1985 Nissan
ZX with an engine that purrs like a new
kitty drinking a bowl of milk.

Thankfully I still have my car and it
wasn’t destroyed.

However, the cost to repair was more
than my car is supposedly worth — al-
though to me, the car is priceless.

It was sold to me by my grandpa,
who co-owned the car with my aunt.

She passed away five years ago and
was my best friend, so he thought the
car should go to me because she was
going to teach me to drive stick shift
on it.

When all the insurance informa-
tion went through a year ago, I quickly
turned things around and went to the
Department of Motor Vehicles to claim
my car as salvage, which means it’s
totaled and I want to keep it.

After about a half hour (because
I got there exactly when the office
opened) of waiting to talk to someone
at the DMV, my number was called.

While I was waiting, I had been pray-
ing for a non-crabby employee to help
me out, and all my prayer paid off.

The woman who helped me was
such a sweetheart.

To my surprise however, the DMV
had no record of my car being salvaged
by the insurance company.

I walked out feeling lighter than air,
thinking everything was perfectly OK
and I wouldn’t have to do anything.

Eleven months later I was sent my
registration bill as usual.

I sent it in, hoping they wouldn’t
send me a packet of papers to fill out
and that they would just send me my

KRISTEN PEARSON

Pearson’s Ponderings

stickers and that the insurance compa-
ny had forgotten completely.

No such luck.

Almost a month after sending my
money in for registration, they sent me
a packet of papers to fill out, with in-
structions to get a brake/light check, a
smog-only check and to surrender my
license plates to the DMV.

They want
me to buy
anew car
with the
money
tree [ have
growing in
my back-
yard so that
I'll save the
Earth ...

Now, I ask you, what was wrong
with informing me six to eight months

ago that my car was salvaged by the
insurance company?

I did my part, trying to come in and
get it taken care of — can’t they do
their part?

Now my registration is going to ex-
pire and I have millions of things to do
before I get new registration.

How does the DMV expect me to
get to work, school, church or to any
of the places it requests me to go for
checkups, if I have expired registra-
tion?

That’s just it — they don’t expect
me to.

They want me to buy a new car with
the money tree I have growing in my
backyard so that I'll save the Earth
with the lesser smog emissions of my
new car.

Goodness knows there won’t be any
way to get out of this paradox, but I'll
try, that’s for sure.

I started the process today of get-
ting my speedometer fixed, which is
required to work for a smog check.

Once that is done, I can get my
smog check, brake/light check and get
new license plates for my car.

Another thing that confuses me
about this whole thing is why they
would need me to surrender my
license plates.

I'm still the owner of the «car,
aren’t I? So I should be able to keep my
old license plates.

No one stole it and used it for sell-
ing drugs or something.

My license plate number is not in
the system as a car that has been in-
volved in illegal acts.

So, why then should I get rid of the
license plates I have?

Someone should really attempt to
explain why the DMV does the things
it does. Just be careful if you try — you
may go crazy.

“Pearson’s Ponderings” is a column
appearing weekly on Mondays.

Kristen Pearson is the Spartan Daily
Managing Editor.
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No country for
Cowardly men

There are many words that
come to mind when I think of |fu
America. '

Strong.
Proud.

When it comes to the
American public, however,
those are not the first words
to appear in my head.

Instead, I think, selfish,
self-centered and cowardly.

Last Thursday morning,
a young man entered the
GameStop in the Westfield
Galleria mall in Roseville,
Calif., stating he had a gun and demanding that the employ-
ees leave the store.

Reports say 23-year-old Alexander Piggee then barricad-
ed himself inside the video game store and proceeded to set
the store on fire.

Though it is still unclear what happened, GameStop em-
ployees said immediately upon evacuating the store, they
called the authorities and 911 dispatch responded right
away.

As it stands, more than one-fourth of the Roseville Gal-
leria has been destroyed and no one is allowed to enter the
area, leaving hundreds of people without jobs right before
the holiday season.

What blows my mind out of the whole ordeal, however,
is not that some attention-seeking, deranged young adult
came and set fire to the mall, but that no one did anything
to try and stop the guy from doing so.

Afterlisteningtomediacoverage ontheradio, watchingthe
local news and reading the reports from surrounding Sacra-
mento areas, I was somewhat annoyed by the fact that Piggee
was apprehended without possession of a gun.

I was more annoyed by the fact that 90 percent of people
who called in to the morning radio talk show I listen to said
they would have done the same as the GameStop employ-
ees — which was nothing.

It was reported that Piggee announced he had a gun
when he entered the store, but no one bothered to call him
out and see if there was really a weapon.

Whatever happened to
people thinking of the
greater good? Or doing
the right thing, because
it's the right thing to do?
Have we lost all of our
pride?

Many people claimed that it is typically a store’s policy
to “not get involved in that sort of instance, simply go tell
the authorities,” and that termination from the job would
apply for those employees who broke the rule.

Other people called in and argued, “Why should I risk
my life for a minimum-wage job?”

One man even said, “If it were me, I would have just
grabbed a couple of PS3s and been on my way.”

Wow. Those people basically said doing the right thing
in that situation only comes when it’s worth the value of
the job.

Whatever happened to people thinking of the greater
good? Or doing the right thing, because it’s the right
thing to do? Have we lost all of our pride?

What it comes down to is our society is comprised of a
bunch of cowardly, self-centered people.

Our society has seemed to adopt the “run and tell dad”
mentality, where we pass off the information to authorities
and go about our business. Or, we simply think someone
else will handle it so we don’t need to do anything.

Sure, there are those few people who stick up for what
they believe in, but those are the people who are criticized
and called stupid or reckless.

But there are so many people who think they are so im-
portant that they are not willing to do anything for society
because it might cause harm to themselves.

To me, that is selfish.

In the instance of the Galleria fire, there is a pos-
sibility that the entire thing could have been prevent-
ed had someone simply asked Piggee to produce his
supposed weapon.

Now, in the event that Piggee had pulled out a gun,
I'm not afraid to admit I'd be the first to start follow-
ing through with his request to leave the store —
but that wasn’t the case.

We cannot, as a society, live with the scared mentality
that everyone is out to get us — if that were the case, some
creep could simply threaten a person and every time that
person would give in out of fear.

We'denduplosing ourwallets, our carsand any otheritems
worth carrying on our person, simply because we are too
afraid to stick up for ourselves.

It’s not fair to live in a world of “what ifs.” We can point
fingers and say, “What if someone had just stood up to him?”
But we will never know the outcome of a “what if”

All we can do is learn from what actually happened.

Ultimately, creeps will always exist in our society — we
will never get rid of all the them.

Powerful.

MELISSA SABILE
The Real Deal

“The Real Deal” is a weekly column appearing on Mondays.
Melissa Sabile is a Spartan Daily Sports Editor.



P SPORTS
Late air attack not enough, SJSU loses

ALEX SPICER
Staff Writer

The SJSU football team
put up its best offensive
display of the season Satur-
day night against the Fresno
State Bulldogs, butlost 33-18
despite a late surge.

“It was a disheartening
loss, a game we could have
won — should have won,”
said SJSU head coach Mike
MaclIntyre. “(We) played
with them toe-to-toe, and
just made stupid mistakes.”

In what was a rain-soaked
affair, the Spartans (1-7,
0-3) were held scoreless in
the first half, and trailed the
Bulldogs (5-2, 3-1) 20-0
before  beginning  their
comeback in the last period.

The Bulldogs got the
scoring started with 6:23 re-
maining in the first quarter
when junior kicker Kevin
Goessling clanked a 43-yard
field goal off the left goal post
and through the uprights.

Fresno State sophomore
running back Robbie Rouse

then added a 4-yard touch-
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“Defense was doing a great
job — they were stopping
them,” Grigsby said. “As of-
fense we knew we had to keep
moving the ball downfield
and get some scores in so that
we could win the game.”

The defense kept the
Spartans in the game during
the team’s first-half struggle,
and ultimately held Fresno
State to 2 for 13 on third-
down conversions.

Turnovers hurt SJSU,
with two passes thrown
for interceptions and one
fumble lost.

Fresno State committed
no turnovers.

“The kids fought hard

from the beginning to
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“They’ll always do that.

Zz We just got to quit making

mistakes that hurt us.”
SJSU’s 18 points in the

other game this season.
“We showed good signs

= that we can move the ball,”
Z La Secla said. “We can score,
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Freshman Spartan
earns national honor

MELISSA SABILE
Sports Editor

Though the team failed
to grasp the win on Saturday
against Fresno State, freshman
linebacker Keith Smith came
out successful.

Smith was named a nation-
al Linebacker Performer of
the Week by College Football
Performance for his defensive
effort against the Bulldogs.

He was credited with 14
tackles, 4.5 of which were tack-
les-for-loss, and he also had
three quarterback sacks.

Smith’s tackles-for-loss tally
is the highest from a freshman
so far this season.

“We're a hungry defense as
awhole, and we all love to play
to our emotion,” Smith said af-
ter the loss on Saturday. “That’s
why I love playing with these
guys, because it’s just fun. They
make it fun. When there’s that

emotion that we just want to

get it, that’s when we all play
better”

Smith’s three sacks are the
second highest of any fresh-
man linebacker in the country
thus far.

“The play came my way,
andIjusthappened to be there
to make it,” Smith said about
one of the sacks. “It could have
went to any other lineman, or
Vince (Buhagiar), or anybody
else. Itjust opened up for me at
that time””

In the first eight games,
Smith has the third most tack-
les for the Spartans with 49.

“All we can do is worry
about our job and rely on
our teammate to do their job
too,” Smith said. “Everybody
just has to come through and
whatever happens, happens.”

The honor was shared with
Syracuse senior Doug Hogue,
who had ten tackles and two
interceptions.

o but it’s too little, too late.
= You can’t not score in the

down run with 6:11 left in

the first half. SJSU FS

The Bulldogs came out ~ first half and expect to win the game.” '
biting to begin the second Senior quarterback Jordan La Secla was sacked five times The Spartans finished the game with a | First downs 16 16
half, adding an additional by Fresno State in Saturday’s game. season-high 327 passing yards, with 292 | Net total yards 339 353
lq points within seven disfribu.ted by La Secla. . Net passing yards 327 168
minutes. We just got to execute and put a full drive 57375 90

Goessling struck again with a 44-yard field ed a late offensive, but it ultimately wasn’t together,” he said. “We haven’t shown that Comp.-Att-Int.
goal before sophomore wide receiver Rashad enough. we can do that consistently.” Net rushing yards 12 185
Evans caught a 43-yard reception for a touch- A 46-yard pass by senior quarterback Jor- La Secla finished the game with two [Ryshing attempts 21 47
down with only 6:30 gone in the second half. ~ dan La Secla to freshman wide receiver Kyle touchdownpassesand twointerceptions,and — —

; . K . . . 3rd-down conv. 5-of-14  2-0f-13

SJSU had been shut out for eight con- Nunn followed by a two-point conversion Grigsby led the receiving corps with seven
secutive quarters dating back to the first half ~ cut the lead down to 27-11. receptions for 117 yards. 4th-down conv. 0-of 1of
against Nevada on Oct. 9, until freshman After a 37-yard Bulldogs field goal by “Our offense is picking it up,” Grigsby said. | Fumbles-lost 3-1 2-0
kicker Harrison Waid put the Spartans onthe =~ Goessling, SJSU answered with a 63-yard “We're a young team but we're playing great. | penalties-yards 2-10 6-67
boardwitha41-yardfieldgoalwithjustoverfive ~pass to freshman receiver Noel Grigsby to As long as we continue to improve, we know § i

. . > 1 . . . Punts-yards 6-241 5-186
minutes to play in the third quarter. get the Spartans within 12 points with 4:37  thatin a couple of weeks or next week the score

Fresno State added another touchdown remaining in the fourth quarter. will go in our favor and we’ll win the game.” Punt returns-yrds. 27 2-30
on a 6-yard run by Rouse with 1:36 remain- A failed onside kick followed, and Goessling The Spartans will have the opportunity to | Kick returns-yrds. 7-122 0-0
ing in the third quarter to make it 27-3. hit his fourth consecutive field goal attempt to  pick up their second win of the season next [pgssession 441 3519

In the fourth quarter, the Spartans mount-  all but seal the game with 1:51 left. aturday when they travel to New Mexico State.

Women’s volleyball team falls to

SHIVA ZAHIRFAR
Staff Writer

The SJSU  women’s
volleyball team came up
short in a match against the
Fresno State Bulldogs on
Saturday, losing 3-1 at the
Spartan Gym.

The Spartans won the
third set, but the Bulldogs
(9-11, 3-5) beat them in all
of the other sets.

“I would say we had good
effort,” said head coach
Oscar Crespo. “We played
OK but we shouldn’t be
satisfied with that.”

Fresno State gained the
first point of the game
and kept the momentum
through the first set.

Quickly after, the Spar-
tans earned their first point
and chased the Bulldogs on
the scoreboard during the
set. The score was tied eight
times during the match.

Spartans lost the first set 19-
25.

The second set contin-
ued in Fresno State’s favor,
with an early lead of 3-1.

Going into the third set,
Crespo said he talked to
the girls about fixing weak
points the first two sets
presented to the team.

“We talked about the
individual responsibili-
ties of the players and
blocking them on the left
side and the strength of
serving putting them in the
defensive position,” he said.

Spartans lost the second
set 16-28.

Like the previous sets,
Fresno State earned the first
point of the third set.

However, SJSU  got
a quick lead that was
maintained through the set.

After being tied at 3-3, the
Bulldogs were unable to pick up
the pace to reach the Spartans
and their several point lead.

Fresno State dropped the
ball a couple times, allowing
the Spartans to score points
because of a lack of commu-
nication.

“When we communicate
we are a different team,” said
junior middle blocker Kylie
Miraldi, who had 10 kills.

Sophomore defensive spe-
cialist Katie Turner said com-
munication was important.

“When we communicate,
we do better,” she said.

Fresno State continued
to attempt to chip at the
Spartan’s lead, but quickly

after earning a point, the

Spartans would also gain a
point.

“We fought hard in the
second set,” Miraldi said.

The score was 14-7 by the
second timeout.

Scoring three points af-
ter the timeout, the Bull-
dogs got closer to the Spar-
tans’ lead but the next three
points of the game went to
SJSU.

Freshman left side hit-
ter Hanah Blume served at
game point and the Spartans
won the third set 25-17.

At the beginning of the
fourth set, neither team

Bulldogs

had a runaway lead and the
points went back and forth
until Fresno State gained a
three point lead.

Spartans lost the fourth
set 21-28.

“We didn’t jump on the
opportunities,” Miraldi said.

Blume had ten kills and
eleven digs, and sopho-
more setter Caitlin Andrade
assisted her teammate 41
times during the game.

SJSU will play against
Utah State on Thursday in
a Western Athletic Confer-
ence matchup at 7 p.m. in
the Spartan Gym.

12 4

1)’
Freshman left side hitter Hanah Blume slams the

ball past junior middle blocker Brianna Clarke
(No. 14) and junior hitter Kelli Parker (No. 15).

| BELIEVE EVERYONE
DESERVES AN EDUCATION

Teacher Education Credential

- Doris Vasquez

The National Hispanic University offers a
guality education and a diverse portfolio
of undergraduate programs, including:

» M.A. in Education
» Translation & Interpretation Certificate
« Teacher Education Credential Programs

TO ENROLL CALL 1-877-334-6648

experience.NHU.edu

The National
Hispanic University
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