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"Jail Reagan, Not Us," reads the sign di~~layed by a Chicana 
student at the rally against Governor Reagarl on March 13 in front 
of the San Jose Police Department. Many frhird World students 
demonstrated to show thefr disapproval ofithe proposed E.O.P. 
~h. i 

I 

Pcet,-1/ Ccif,e,-
HIGHWAYMEN OF THE SEVENTIES 

As I gaze toward the westward 
movement 

To which I be'1ong, 
I know I've learned the hidden 

secrets of men 
And women who have brought me to 

my point 
Of leaving. 
All of this and more they offer to 

satisfy their 
Lust for love and hate from which 

they run from. 
Alas! Another plastic tool of travel 

stops and 

IF IiwERE TO CONFORM 

If I were Ito conform, . 
I would ball my best friend a ·nigger. 

I 
I would gejt my ca.r and join · 

the hunt 
I would si~ alone and glorify' myself, 

I would 'call our world the right 
world; . 

Even though I know it is on the wrong 
side looking right. · 

1 . 
I would jtj.n my brotiJ.er in the' killing 

of our' cousins to the East. 

i 
! 

-Joey Gaytan 

Two-Headed Jaguar Threatens Emerging 
Chicanismo Through. Conservative Ideas 
By JORGE TERRAZAS ACEVEDO 
For the Mexican and Chicano a 

jaguar is the strength and power of' 
his past. Today, intuition, feeling, emo
tion and sensitivity are the evolving 
expressions which help determine the 
decisions to move Chicanismo forward. 
The Chicano is using his self-determin
ation to re-esta:blish priorities inherent 
in his thought and value culture re
gardless of the contradiction and in--

Texas Reflections 

compatibility surrounding him in the 
majority system. 

Unity of action in predetermined is
sues like the boycott of stores dealing 
in scab grapes against La Huelga, the 
support of momentum against Judge 
G;:;raJd Chargin, and adding to the 
strength of the movement seeki.l:'ig ju.~
tice and equality and froodolill from .the 
Catholic Church, helps to make· Chi
caniamo strong ami indeit*ndent. 

SJS History Teac:her 
Tells Of Stolen Past 

By MARIO T. GARCIA 
lll8tructor, Dept. of History 

Asked to contribute an article for the 
first edition of the minority supple
ment to the Spartan Daily, I pondered 
over what I would write. I didn't feel 
like writing anythlng vecy deep, ahd 
always wanting to be a columnist 
"a la" Drew Pearson, I decided to write 
an informal, light article off the top of 
my "cabeza." 

One of the most noticeable things I 
have observed in my short stay in San 
Jose (I arrived in September) is the 
large number of police---to use the 
polite term-in this city. I have never 
seen so many! Back in El Paso we have 
police ( even Texas Rangers) , but not to 
the extent one finds in this area. More
over, they are the most frightening
looking cops · I have ever seen. And I 
have yet to see one Brown face ainong 
them. I'm sure the police here don't 
discriminate in hiring; they probably 
only figure that a Brown face won't go 
vecy well-stylishly, of course-with 
those black uniforms of San Jose's 
"finest!" 

Two weeks ago my freshmen 17B 
classes finished reading North :From 
Mexico by Carey McWilliams, which is 
the best general history of the Chicano. 
It was not surprising to lean, that to 

the great majority of my students 
(mostly Chicanos) tn.;s was t~ first 
time they had been exposed to their 
history. It's not surprising because the 
educational systems in the Southwest 
have always neglected to teach Chi
cano history; no doubt believing with 
the many social scientists, who have 
dissected us, and told us .we have no 
history! This neglect of our history is 
another in the long line.of White racism 
directed against the Chicano. , 

Along these Imes, I just finishe<l 
reading a book entitled A Vaquero of 
the Brush Country by J. Frank Dobie; 
the book is supposed to deal With.,"va
queros" in Texas, and then proceeds 
only to discuss the Texas "cowboy," 
Oh, there's a few mentions here and 
there about the Mexican "vaquero" but 
one gets the impression that Dobie 
feels the true "vaquero" is the big, 
Anglo, Jahn WayUe type. Being a true· 
'Fejano (Texan), I can't allow this to 
pass without a rap. 

This book by Dobie is nothing but a 
bunch of bull, for the true "vaquero'' is 
and was the Mexican. It was the Mexi
can who developed the techniques of 
living on the range and of working with 
with cattle in areas like Texas. The 
white Texas "cowboy's" paraphernalia 
such as the ten gallon hat, chaps, lasso, 
etc., were borrowed--stolen would be'a 
better word-from the Mexican. "va· 
quero." 

A constant surveilanee of methodo
logy and rationale as well as an open 
mind of criticism against all symbolic 
dogma is the contemporary jaguar
action of the movement. 

'The projection of the social work 
concept in coalition with a community 
pe;rson to deduce a people's university 
movement. .. The independent funding 
of the Brown Educational Opportuni
ties Prog,ratn to develop a national 
scholarship plan. . . These examples 
serve as models within a realistic per~ 
spective. 

The jaguar beeomes two-headed 
when criticism of Chicano against Chi
cano results from pent pressures and 
the established ritual of obliteration 
borrowed from the majority communi
ty. Violence and hostility are mirrors of 
today's character in this country Which' 
are refined in the boiling paradigms 
between and among Chicanos. G;:;no
cide results ftom the action of the 
system against those minority. minds 
who dare to plot escape from the 
ghetto, and even worse, dare to aspire 
to hope and status equal to that posi
tion of the power elite. 

Thus, 'the Chicano who faces the 
p'l,lnitive action of the two headed jag
uar from another Chicano, must also 
withstand the suppression from the 
system at the ·same time, and retain 
his sanity and equilibrhun. 

A reactionary conservative Mexican 
American comes into the room after 
having asked for an aPPointment and 
abuses the protocol of courtesy to ga,in 
entrance to an open door. This reac
tionary conservative treats one as . if 
there were no lapse of time between 
the past and the present. He comes 
with a smile yet there is betrayal in 
his. heart. The questions he asks are 
indicative of hiS illness: 

Isn't it true that people who protest 
have no answers or solutions and only 
cause more resentment from the maj-
ority community? , 

Isn't it . true that iBrown EOP girls 
are pregnant by Brown EOP men? 

Isn't it true that Brown r:µen are 
dating Anglo girls exclusively? 

· And the parting shot . . . you can 
be· an instrument of good here, and 
we'll take care of you, as long as you 
don't protest. 

To watch and note this. person, it is 
certain and positive that he is twisted 
and brainwashed. 

In that charge the Chicano mov~nt 
stands indicted as wanton kiil~r, in· 
human, bestial, and barbariatL . 'l'he 
Chicano must defend Captain M,edina 
He was taught to be a destroyer. It is 
the country and its moral illness at 
imperialism, militarism, and'colo~io;m 
which stands to be indicted. Here is oh.e 
position: 

Reies Lopez Tijerina has ~Ve4. a 
two-year tetm for daring to ralie · �~� 
voice against the Federal Qoverillntm. 
All Chicano inmates who . fu'E' in �~� 
rectional facilities like Tijerl.na ·~ 
brothers who have acted in d.lill;e,nt 
against the System. Chicanos tn~ 
stand and rise to protect those . dp. 
presS€d by the Courts. The Law �~� 

the power elite. Here is another pcts,i
tion: 

Dr. Eldred Rutherford, Dr.. Da)vid 
Mage, and 'Dr. Jack Kurt\\'t\il Mve 
been acting to serve the larger stud~nt 
community. Chicanos have been victlliU 
of political power plays long enougn:to 
know that We stand to lose ill' �~� .. 
men and other friends like them' 1~ 
their positions. Our aspiration for sr11· 
government and self-detenni.M~ti 
must unite us with men who are rom
mitted to freedom of mind and w:111. 
One more position: 

Male superiority and domination;.,i& 
exploited by the Chicano for .his .,Clfil.. 
venience. Machismo is a concept Whi1h 
suits the Chicano in that. de~d~ 
on materialism an.d extension al' ·ai;\ti
lescence, and �~� flight from soclo-psy~ 
chological reality makes a h!iPPY; tt\!ti 
for many of us. The woman is .abWI~ 
as a sexual pawn without thought,tp 
implication and consequence. A <iQh .. 
frontation.occurs with the new Chi~ 
seeking liberation and emartclp&timl 
An equal responsibility. in the fortn.- cit' 
domestic finances, sharing titne arid 
energy with the family, sharitig in the 
decisions of the family, and planhing 
for the full creative evocation . of the 
personalities within the fami.1y;. th~e 
are some of the · new dimeMioilS , ih 
terms af true Chicanismo. The Cl#
cano position today is that. with ·~ 
new Chicana by his side and With h~ 
support the movement doubles in �~� 
and fun and confidence. . , 

Invites me to join it in its journey of 
the 

Wandering soul. 
We speak of places of the past and 

Unlted States Teaches Over the Spring vacations the sec
ond Chicano Youth Confe:rcnce was 
held in Denver at Corky Gonzales' Ct'U· 
sadc for Justice Hall. Last year's con
ference was a big success, and out of it 
crune the Plan of Aztlan, which calls 
for the self-determination of Chicano 
communities, even going to the extent 
af establishing "barrio defense forces" 
to protect our people against the 
"justice" of white laws--did the Found
ing white Fathers mean "Just Us" or 
"Justice?" 

Chicanos must beware of the two
headed jaguar in the form of the re
actionary conservative Mexican Ameri
can. We must get to know his casual 
motivation; operate the cancerous quis
ling element, and attempt to re;convert 
him into Chicanismo. 

Chicanismo itself is still beihg di!'
fined and molded in· the heat aH.d 
, crucible of everyday · life. Chiil!an~i> 
involves Indianismo, Carnalismo, Guei'
rillismo, and the process Qf beco111~1Jg 
and being, Chicanismo. is· in tra.nsitttin 
and there are some of us who ate 
already looking ahead to .· a new posi
tion. Be assured that the life of Uie 
intellectual offers no security for o,:i1y 
philosophical relativity is absolute •. , ..• 

dream 
Of places of the future. 
To him I am handicappecl and lost 
But deep in his head he envies my 

spirit 
So free. 
He speaks to me of his accomplished 

deeds, 
But pride, keeps him from mentioning 

his failures. 
Now he has the chance to speak ideas 

wi:thin 
His own, which aren't accepted in 

his unreal 
World. 
It continues to amaze me how these 

beings want 
To be their own but fear the idea of 
Standing alone. 
Maybe when it all comes to an end 
They will re,alize what personal 

freedom is. 
As we travel mile after mile, town 

after town, 
He calls out his des'tination. 
So with this I withdraw from his 

memory. 
As we part, I say to him, "Have a 

nice day." 
He replies, with a welcome, "Thanks." 
But in his mind he knows he can't have 
A good day, when he is self imprisone'd. 
Now I stand alone in body, but not 

in,soul 
For what I do is in the hearts of the· 

many, 
And we shall continue to do tho same 
And they shall condemn us as the 

Highwaymen of the Seventies 

Joey Gaytan 

MY FRIEND LEE RODGERS 

As a road is traveled, no man can see 

its end-
So, a ,vise man prepares for the 

worst and 
readily accepts from the best. 

t if Learn from history. The pas' 
you allow it to, 

will help you remember wher~ the 
pitfalls are, 

and one can avoid them. the next 
time around. 

To be 'truthful, one must be true to 
himself. b 

To be true to himself, one must e 
true to others. 

To be true to others, one must be 
true to himself. . 

S ea see infinite truthfulness is the 
OY' · ·roai key to life, which is umve ,, 

unde,rs:tanding. 
Lee J. Rodgers 
Diane Yamada· 

I 

Sel,-Hate and Inferiority 
i 

Editor'S/ note: The .following arti-
ele was i taken from· the Asian· 
American! Political Alliance news
paper in. ]i3erkeley. 

I 
Historic<1llY the racist pO\yer struc-

ture in A:m'erica. has denied the human
ity of non.-white people. We can see 
that Afro-.~mericims have been killed, 
and exploilted. We can see that Chi
canos are': suppressed from birth to 
death, anl!l provide the human re
sources nei:essary to sustain the facist 
and inhun;an appetite of American 
white supreme pig. In regards to Ori
ental-Ameliicans, this denial of human
ity presently takes only more subtle 
and implidt forms. 

The oriantal living within the con
fines of tiie United States boundaries 
(whether hnmigrant or citizen whose 
birthplace ~s on American soil) are in 
effect told: by formal eduea.tian, the 
mass medi!:i, and most forms of social 
organizatidn to hate himself. He is 
taught tha·t the European way of view
ing the w~rld is the universally cor
rect one, a'.nd that Eastern thought is 
"exotic," '1wierd," and "slothful." He 
has also been led to believe that his 
language i~ is no more than odd sound
ing, meanib,gless gibberish, instead of 
being mel(!)dious and expressive. But 
worst of ah, he is taught to hate the 
color of hli; skin and the shape of his 
features. Iii short, he is, on this level, 
taught to ,iew even the basic aspect of 
his physic~l being as despicable and 
undesirablE(. 

But. whq is to say that all of the 
things, in !American culture that lead 
Orientals tp hate themselves, are hate
ful or des]()icable in a cosmic, all-en
compassin@i sense? The view of the 
world (i.e. istandards of truth, beauty, 
morality) lihat most people in the Unit~ 
ed States ~re predisposed to, is that 
which is : seen thT'ough the White 
European ; perspective. But whereas 
Orientals l.vould be, if not called to 
faces ,stil~ perceived as sly, short
statured, ?lant-eyed heathens . . . 
might not .;whites be viewed frorn the 
Oriental t?erspective as big hipped, 
tight lippea, hairy, sallow faced, long 
nosed narej.ssists? 

Considerhhe other forms of behavior 
of many ~te Americans. So much of 
the Ameri<:an Oriental population has 
adopted it.! as their way of life the 
brash mliterialistic acquisitiveness, 
the suspici~n towards anything artistic 
and not Pl'actical, the emphasia on SO• 

\ 

lutions of forceful repression - can 
these be said to be universally valid 
traits? 

This is not to say that one would be 
anti-white. In fact, the above is point
ing out that in the state of nature it 
is not valid in terms of human exist
ence fo be ethnocentric and deny the 
humanity of others. However, the na
ture of social organization in the 
United States has divided all of its 
people into the nationalities of their 
historic origins so that it is impossible 
to be a , human being in America. 

Therefore, until the nature of true 
all-wotld humanity can even be known 
in a society whose institutions perpetu
ate a false hierarchlal scale of values 
upon human groups (racism), there 
needs to be Yellow Power for Yellow 
people, and Soul Power to all beautiful 
Third World brothers and sisters. 
(Soul Power to Whites too .•. when 
or if they can dig!). 

by Revolutionary Historian 

I was interested in learlring that the 
cafeteria on this campus has been ser
ving grapes, or at least they were until 
the Chicano Boycott Committee con
fronted them. One wonders how con
cerned the people who run the cafe
teria are about the plight of the farm 
workers and about Chicanos in general; 
their concern probably 0$ extends.so 
far as serving what they choose to call 
"Mexican food," which to me, and: to 
rest of the Chicanos on this • campus, is 
completely foreign to my palate. 

Well, so goes my first journey into 
the realm of a newspaper coh11nn.ist. 
I'm sure James Reston, Russell Baker 
(even Art Buchwold) won't lose any 
sleep over by competition, but, on the 
other hand, they don't have the advan· 
tage of appearing in such a humani· 
tarian non-racist newspaper· as the 
Spartan Daily! VIVA LA RAZA! 

BSU., The Sinki,ng Ship, 
' ' . 

Blacks Seem Unco 1nce·rned 
By .SKIP BAILEY 

Believe : it or not there is a Black 
Students Union at San Jose State. The 
reason · this fact has been so ha.rd to 
grasp· ~· tlt~ poor attendance at the 
meetings whenever one is called by the 
Centr.al Committee. Some brothers on 
this campus .are fanning the flame, try
ing to get something going and keep it 
going. 

Arnold "Ric" Ricard, culture com
mittee head, Earl Braud, education 
chairman, . and Steve McClendon, as 
well as Mike Torrance, are not really 
puzzled wi.th the problem of only hav
ing 40 to· 45 people out of 750 black 
students at the meetings. They are not 
puzzled. because they are aware of 
what t:he problem is. 

They are aware that many Black 
students come to college and start to 
do their ow'n "thing" instead of taking 
care of business from a Black perspec
tive. Many are staying away from the 
meetings in Room 142 of the Journa
lism Building, because of an earlier 
meetini which seemed to pro<i1.1ce noth· 

ing but arguments and more argu
ments. Some may be saying "no'' to the 
BSU because of experiences they had 
with their high school BSU, or even 
the simple and misleading as~ption 
that a roomful! of "Niggers" can never 
get anything done. . 
. The working, functioning "DOWN 
BROTHERS" of the BSU ·are not puz
zled but they are worried, worried be
cause they are witnessing Black people 
who are from a community they must 
someday return to - a community 
that needs a college degree, that will 
not permit these gradutes to join. the 
Man's system, but to free · the com
munity from the oppressive binds and 
locks of that system.. 

The HSU should not be a mythical 
club but an organization that involves 
all Black people at SJS. They can, how
ever, work with what they have, be
cause they are proving they can; Btit 
what the BSU dear! ystates is · t~t 
the decisions they make will benefit 'all 
the people, which means Blacks· must 

view it u "our or;aniation.'' 

Unity in thought and value as well 
as in action determines our validity 
and the strength and power of Chi
canismo. 

We must strive to retain and pre
serve our language. 

Chicano must defend Chicano before 
the facade of the majority culture. 
Oniy in this way . can we preserve our 
dignity and our freedom. As a family 
and within the family the intransigent 
may be worked over. 

As Chicanos we must take a position 
unalterably and with.out deViation for 
that position which we seek for the 
emancipated Chicana arid for the 
macho, in relation to contemporary is
sues. 

Captain · Ernest Medintl. is being 
charged·by the Federal Government as 
executioner in the My: Lai massacre. 

Thirdworldism is a natural ma~~
tional focus for Chicanismo and fat lili. 
those forces allied in the revoltitii:lh. 
The Chicano must first kill the t~ 
headed jaguar who attempts to diVffl.e 
and weaken, then unite W'.lth all st,ih
ish-speaking groups, . then, .unite ,'{IUl 
all other sisters and brotl'iers in the 
movement. _ 

The true enemies continue·. to ·'1e 
these: the power of the privileged ft:w, 
the absolutes of religion, ,imper'i~fu 
and militarism, the extenslon of.· prej
udice and racism through the e6UOA· 
tional system, and the charity df .the 
white liberal. 

There is only one greater, enemy fcir 
Chicanismo: the failure to stand a:fid 
act in an hist0rical momeht of drei· 
sion. 

There are many jaguars ·· with twb 
heads. 

I 
. I. 

I ' . . { .\, 

\. ! ; :li' ~. .~.~-~i~i.~ 



By JOSEPH NAJERA 

The Lord once formed the sky, and 
likewise formed 

The earth, a place from whence to 
see it all. 

And when he looked upon his work 
and saw 

What had been done, he saw that it 
was good. 

(September 16, 1969) 

Fumes and horns and spinning wheels 
abound on 

The city streets where flashing lights 
and sea 

Blue and rigid arms control the flowing. 
And sounds of pipes 'and melting tires 

constrict 
Harshly off the outer walls of neon 

And poster signs. A hunchback 
twisted, a tree 

Sacred to a few, a plaque inscribed, 
bring 

Some color to the streets where 
derelict 

Eyes and footsteps prod in aimless ruts 
and 

Electric air holds · taut the people's 
pose. 

Busses strangle roads and lanes whHe 
weaving 

Throughout their routes. A fare 
that's fair provides 

Sights and scenes and faces new wher
ever 

One wants to go. To downtown stores, 
to shops, 

Banks, and transfer points where one 
can relay, 

The city lines converge for outer 
parts. 

Bold September suns assail the bour
banned 

Contorted groves whose streaked 
facades of rose, 

Gold and steel collage against the 
weaning 

Of day. Sun's golden tint in night 
divides. 

Five-fifteen, the doors released by lever 
And hand, the gears entWined, to 

start for stops 
Roars a Number Five along its pathway. 

Behind the front, a pair of lonely 
hearts 

Thrust on through to ooze their folds 
into an 

Unfilled though narrow deck, en
closed themselves, 

Outside in, from feelings of being felt. 
Where 

And bow their coach wo11Id inch its 
bulk into 

Mangled ganglia of fired swerves and 
Barrages cantored door to door, to 

front, 
Back, across the light, concerned these 

two in 
The least, as venomous effusion 

poured 
Rankly from their lips: ''They're pigs! 

· They're swine! Can 
And always lie. They ramsack purses, 

shelves 
Drawers and cars. No mor'als, creeds. 

They'd sell their 
Own mothers, wives and kids. There's 

nothing you 
Name or think too low for them ... " A 

thousand 
And one details rang out. They, with 

a grunt, 
Reassµringly assailed their has ibeen 

Affairs with 11).en who played with 
women bored. 

Pistons purred as those aroWld them 
heard their 

Adventures spun of satin men. The 
two 

Representative examples of a 
Good woman of good breed, oblivious, 

Blindly, to the silent massive wall there, 
Were bleating bleeding tales, some 

gross some blue, 
Tales the silent wall has heard in 

umbra 
And plethora-not tr,i,ie, but obvwus. 

'Grapes Off the Shelves' 

ICKETERS AT LUCKY'S have been a common 
i;ight in San Jose for. most of this semester. Stu
~:lents of all colors have joined Chicano students 
~n many of the marches to Lucky's and in picket
) 
I 

. ing in front of the store. Although sales have 
dropped, it may still take some work before 
Lucky's takes off its grapes. · 

Con~entration Camps For Americans In 70' s? 
Th~ McCarren Act Could Do It To You 

,y .VICTOR JANG 

Would tyou believe concentration 
camps for (Americans? 

In 1941 ~apanese-Americans, alleged 
to be aid!ng a foreign enemy, were 
evacuated i from their homes en 
masse, dJprive<l. of their property 
and forctjt to live in peno1 without 
regard to I their rights . . . or their 
innocence.; 

Today, 130 years after the fact, 
some of !those people who suffered 
the injustice of' E-day are still work
ing to r~peal ,,an act of Congress 
which still provides for concentra
tion ca :rr1 p s and the detention in 
them of ; .anyone without trial, 30 
years after it happened. 

The 3'fcCarren Act, passed in 
1950, is ,!ftill on the books. Jn cases 
of an "i1'1ternaL, security emergency/' 
that is. m~asion of the U.S., Dedara· 
tion of r,var, or insmrection from 
within in aid of a foreign enemy, 
the act iauthorizes the "detention" 
of any ~rson designated by U1e 
President'. without trial. 

Up until 1957 camps were actual
ly maintained ( though not used) in 
C a 1 i f o ~ n ia, "Arizona, Oklahoma, 
PennsylvqI1ia, and Florida. 

Admitt<tdly, certain legal niceties 
not affoltled the Japanese are pro
vided for.! 

A hearflg is required 48 hours after 

R~f lections 
The ~<lest discovery on this earth 

is reality; 

* * * * 
There ii, one thing in this world that 

people h¢k; 'and that is honesty, es
pecially tk> oneself. 

( 

* * * * 
We ha'te shoved our way towards the 

top in Ol!der to see the light but the 
truth blqcks our way. 

Jeanne Komure 

arrest, even though the proof of one's 
innocence is the burden of the accused. 
A warrant, specifically naming the ac
cused, must be served on arrest, and, 
as J. Walter Yeagley, Assistant At
torney General, points out, though 
something that could be termed, an 
"insurrection" is taking place, the Mc
Carren Act cannot be invoked unless 
there is proof that it is fomented in 
aid of a foreign enemy. 

However, how many individuals in 
the Black liberation and the new left 
movements, have spoken out on Viet
nam "in aid of a foreign enemy?" 

In 1968 the House of Un-American 
Activities in a report released on the 
guerilla war advocates in the 1.:.s., im
plied that the Mccarren Act authorized 
the detention .of certain individuals and 
groups, from Stokely Carmichael to 
Tom Hayden from R.A.M. to the Pro
gressive Labor Party. 

And since 1968, could this category 
include the Black Panther Party'! Even 
the Reverend Ralph David Abernathy 
has been accused of being a Com
munist. 

And in event of a major war with 
Communist China, would the Chinese 
get what the Japanese got? 

In committee in Congress there is a 
bill to repeal the Mccarren Act. Push
ing the measure are the Japanese 
American Citizens League and other 
Asian-American groups, but more than 
Orientals are involved. 

E-Day posters are up around the 
campus. On the poster is a picture of 
Death leading not only Orientals, hut 
Blacks, Bnnvns, and White radicals 
also. 

The projection may seem.far-fetched 
but remember, while the McCarren 
Act is on the books concentration 
camps for Americans are a possibility. 

Educational Breakthrough · 

Key To Future ay lie 
In i-Lingual Education 

By ARMANDO FLORES 

A new concept is emerging. 
A concept that seems to hold hope 

and might even bring a dramatic 
break through i~ the education of 
Mexican-Americans. In reality it is 
not something that has just emerged, 
but has always been in existence -
only the awareness that it is an asset 
and not a deterent is emerging. It is 

the concept of bilingualism: using 
Spanish as a vehicle to educate the 
Spanish-speaking child, iWith English 

taught as a second language: 

The idea is only recently becoming 
popular. In various schools teachers 
and administrators have become 
awa~e that bilingualism may hold a 

key to the future for hundreds of 
thousands of Mexican-American chil-

drt~n. 

After many years of neglect and 
ap&thy, speakers of non-English lan
guages in the United States have re
cently become objects of more posi
tive attention. Now these non··English 

speakers are viewed a:, command!ing a 
gift, a skill which has suddenly be
come a valuable asset to the country, 
and to themselves as individuals. 

Bilingualism has been defined as 
demonstrated ability to communicate 
via two languages. This. does, not imply 
that the language skills are equally 
balanced in each language, nor that 
there is a mastery of the languages. 

The main objective in the education 
of a bilingual child should be a com· 
mand of both Englsih as well as the 
native language. For, the bilingual 
child must not give up his own lan
guage or culture, instead he must be 
so educated that he will be able to 
communicate in English when the situ
ation· demands English and communi
cate in his own language when the 
situation calls fo rthe use of his na
tive tongue. 

There are several basic advantages. 
in bilingual instruction. (1) It will 
;provide the non-English speaking 
child, when he enters school, security 
instead of insecurity. (2) This in· 
struction is based on an understand
ing of the mother tongue· and the 
second language. 

If the Chicano is to succeed in edu
cation, society must come to accept 
bilingualism as a blessing and not as 
a "handicap''. or, at least, not as some 
sort of special problem in education. 
The need to recognize the bilingual 
child as a positive force in our so
ciety is beyond question. 

Evidence of concern and progress 1n 

this area is the pas s a g e bY 
Congress of the bilingual Education 
Act (Title VII is; intended to rectify 
the problems of the bilingual child 
throughout the country). Armando 
Rodriguez, author, states, "It author
izes funds and support for schools to 
develop programs in which both Eng
lish and nalive language of the stu
dent can be used as teaching tools Wltil 
a ma s t er y of English has been 
achieved." 

Grants under this title may be used 
for planning and developing bilingual 
education programs, for providing pre. 
service and in-service training, and for 
establishing and maintaining programs. 
Also Title XI has been added to the 
National Defense Education Act · 
(NDEA) to provide institutes for per
sons who are engaged in or preparing 
to engage in special educational pro
grams for bilingual students. This legis
lation could ·be the first step toward 
the desirable and attainable goal of 
a bilingual society. 

These are significant starts. They 
are healthy indications of. the signifi
cance of the rising involvement of LA 
RAZ.A itself in directing attention to 
educational issues. 

The Chicano is about to see the 
drawing of a new era. The old miscon
ceptions, stereotypes, distortions, and 
myths are being demolished by a 
people who are becoming more aware 
of its identity and its destiny. 

Although the Chicano has suffered 
and lost much in the past 200 years 
he is not going to relinquish the 
struggle. He now intends to do what 
is necessary to triumph in his fight 
for educational equality. And he will 

do it -- because, ma.,.i,ana is too late! 

Not Brown, N~t Black, But· Still Hurt And Proud 
EDITOR'S NOTE: The views ex
pressed in tills article do not neces
sarily represent the Views of the 
whole .third . world. 

By FRANK HABER 

Whether it be cultural Jew, religious 
Jew, Zionist Jew or Isi:"a~li Jew;.J'udac' 
ism, the religion of the Jews., is not s,o 
much a religion as it is a way of .life, 
a way of living life or a state of mind. 
Israel is: a state of mind for.those who 
live, have died or will die for her. 
Israel is also an insurance policy that 
guarantees a haV€'11 against the dis
crimination that has reached the level 
of mass genocide against millions of 
my people in this century. To ethnic 
polemicists, I offer that discrimina,tion 
is no less agonizing or bearable just 
because one's skin color is lighter than 
black or brown; it is simply the ignor
ance of the bigot directed against the 
pride of a different people. Here is a 
piece of Jewish heritage that helps 
explain a state of mind, and why I am 
proud to be a Jew. 

Near the Dead Sea in Israel, .a flat
headed escarpment rises high from the 
valley floor. This towering hulk is 
called Masada. · 

T'wen:ty-t:wo 'Jmndred years ·ago, the 
Jews 11nder Jonathon Maccabee.Us built 
a fortre,;s on it!! ~ummit. A, hundrgd 
years later, Herod the Great modified 

the fortress into a pleasure palace, 
With gr<\'naries and cistern water wells. 
Then thf Romans laid siege to Jerusa
lem andfeventually; destroyed the city. 
It was 1ihen that Masada was remem
bered. E/liezar Ben Yair with his Zeal
ots and: their families (all told they 
were al:!out a thousand strong) jour
neyed 1tb Zin, and then west to the 
desertcd1 fortress to rebuilt its walls. 
The Rotpan conquerers were outraged 
that so .!;mall and weak a band should 
!defy thEt eagles and legions of Rome. 
The Rorµan, general, Flavius Silva, le<l 
ten thottsand men against them, sur
roundeaithe butte, and began to beseige 
the walls of the' citadel. With odds of 
ov.er teljl to o. ne', walled in, blockaded 
and surrounded, the thousand of Ma
sada h'ld out for over three years 
against;the mighty legions of Rome. 
Masadajs the symbol of Israel itself, 
which still holds today. · 

Using1 Jewish slaves, Flavius Silva 
then btµlt a giant ramp of eal'th and 
stone UJo to the summit. After reaching 
the stohe 'walls, the Romans retired, 
knowint ,they could capture the fort
ress th~ n1;xt morning without serious · 
resista!\'ce. '. But they failedi to perceive 
the gre~Ulove the Jews hold for free
doill Md 1heir religion, which has 
perseveced since before the birth of 
Christ.: . 

Toat:nitffit the defenders of Masada 

laid all of the belongings :and supplies 
in a hear and burned them all. Then 
with shards of pottery they drew lots 
to . .find ten men who would carry oµt 
the will of. the small .'band. Then they 
all laid down on the ground, row upon 
row, families next to one another, teen
age lover clasping hands . to say the 
Shamah Yisroael together. The Jews 
of Masada had chosen death rathe~ 
than give up their freedom and religion 
and submit to the Romans. Even today, 
the Jews of Israel will fight to the 
last man, woman and child rather than 
climb .back into the Jewish ghettos of 
Europe and Islam. 

Those who laid on the ground offered 
up their necks to the swords of those 
ten men who had been chosen by Jots, 
and finally only ten Jews were left. 
And they drew lots, and one was cho
sen to dispatch the other nine to final 
peace. The final defender then walked 
up and down the rows, to insure the 
completeness of the fratricidal lottery. 
After .he was assured, he said fire to 
the palace, and after a. quiet prayer to 
the dark sky, he thrust his sword .upon 
himself and fell dead next to his 
relatives, The defenders of Masada 
lived a heritage that has been reborn, 
and died with the intention that not 
one of them would ever be a subject 
to,another people. 

In. the 'morning 'the. Romans. took up 

'their armor, laid down the bridges, 
crossed! ove~ and entered the fortress. 
On that April morning in the year 73 
A.D. the Roman did battle with the 
stillnEss of death. 

The sound of fire and the horror of 
death insensibly shocked Flavius Silva 
and the Roman legions who stood in 
the Masada fortress. The view of so 
many vo\untary deaths, row upon row, 
caused FlaVius Silva and his legions 

. to admire and envy the faith and the 
courage of a people who would die 
rather than· submit. · 

Over twenty years ago, when the 
Haganah was fighting Israel's war of 
national liberation, its members car
ried shards of. pottery with Hebrew 
inscriptions. 

No .matter who or what you are, 
believing or disbeneving, every man 
must firrd one inch of soil on which he 
would stand and die for. He must say, 
"This far and no farther, so let it be 
here.,.. Scion.er or later, .whether "es
tablishment" man, silent majority, 
re-:olu1:ionary,· or thief, each man must 
tal~c his own shard of self in his hands, . 
write his name on it and toss it into 
the. bowl, prepared fo live or die when 
his lot is · drawn. Clasping .hands with 
'the shards in each palm, the old oath 
of Hagana'h is the state of mtnd ol' the 
Jews and Israel today, "Masada will 
n~v~r fall again!" 

TOP PICTURE depich view seen by visifors n!ll.'!lrillg Alc~trai 
Island, commonly called the Rock. Bottom pictures gives a gen
eral view of +he island as it looks today. Indians living on the 
island hope to build their community here, · 


