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Special Libraries is published by the
Special Library Association as a means
of furthering effective co-operation. Tt
will serve as a medium of intercom-
munication and to a certain extent will
be a clearing honse of notes and news

of special interest to the members of
the association. It will publish a lim-
ited number of papers and short ref-
evence lists. It will devote speeial at-
tention, however, to listing the more
impovtant current litevature and espe-
cially those books, official reports,
pamphlets and periodical articles that
are not ineluded in the general bhook
lists aud periodieal indexes. Conform-
ing to the needs of the libraries vepre-
sented these curreat lists will relate
chiefly to public affairs, social problems,
public utilities, technology, insurance
and finanee. It is believed that such
information will be very useful not only
to special librarvies and institutions but
to a very large number of general and
publie libraries.

The Special Libraries Association,
formod at the Bretton Woods meeting
of 1hie American Library Association
last July, hopes to unite in co-opera-
tion all small special libraries through-
out the eountry; financial, commereial,
seientifie, industrial; and speeial de-
partments of state, college and genceral
Libraries; and, in faet, all librarvies de-
voled to special purposes and serving
a limited clientage.

Suceh libravies, heeause of their iso-
lated and unique positions and confined
problems, have had hittle in commoen.
Muceh c¢an be aceomplished if they unite
along co-operative lines, by interchange
of ideas, by pubhcatlon of bhibliogra-
phies, by circulation of bulleting, and
in short by establishing in this new as-
sociation a clvumg house for answer-
ing inquiries ariging among the various
members.
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Tt is expected that the members of
the Association will communicate to
the secretary for mnotice in Special
Libraries, news, items, and references
to important publications, Short notes
in relation to new methods of work will
be particularly helpful. Send to the
secretary also a copy of each refercnce
list prepared, whether printed or in
manuseript, and state how additional
copies may be obtamed by librarians
desiring them. Put your ideas and work
at the disposal of others and you will
help build up a elearing house of ideas
and information that will repay you
seven fold.

A Directory of Special Libraries will
be published in our next issue, Kindly
send to the seeretary, if vou have not
already done so, information in rela-
tion to your library, giving special sub-
jeets covered, number of volmmes, name
of librarian and address.

The Work of Committees

Legislative and Municipal Reference
Laibraries Committee

Joux A. Lapp, Chairman

The purpose of the Special Librar-
ries Association 15 to prownote effective
co-operation among hitherto isolated
libraries doing special work. The com-
mittee on legislative and municipal
reference libraries desire to work to
that end. It is apparent to all that
muech extensive work is unnecessarily
duplicated and that much valuable ma-
terial is lost to most of the libraries be-
cause there is no effective method in
operation by which each library is kept
in toneh with the work being done by
other special libraries.

The plans here suggested are neces-
sarily tentative and more in the nature
of an outline of possible aetion than
as specific recommendations. An inter-
change of opinion is desired before any-
thing definite i3 decided upon and the
committee will submit to all librarians
in its particular field within a short
time specific plans of co-operation for
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their criticisms and suggestions. By
this method it is hoped to evolve some
plans acceptable to all and effective for
the end in view. The legislative and
municipal reference libraries are the
most general libraries of the Special
Libravies Association. Their purpose
is to have cloge co-operation not only
among themselves, but with all the
libraries in the association in so far as
those libraries toueh matters which be-
come in any wayv subjects of publie in-
terest or action. Thus when the Stone
& Webster library, for example, secures
material or publishes bibliographies on
phases of public utilities such as ‘‘de-
preciation,”” all legislative apd muni-
eipal libraries would want to know
about it, while the more technical ma-
terial on hydro-clectries would not he
of use to all.

The means possible to be used are:
First, an interchange of references to
important material which form its
nature is not likely to be found in gen-
eral bibliographies or which may have
been prepared but not published; Sec-
ond, provision for the preparation of
bibliographies of special collections
which have been made by libraries
upon special topies; Third, an inter-
change of want lists when special eol-
leections are being made; Fourth, the
publication in the bulletin of the
Special Libraries Association of se-
lected lists and references based upon
the refercnces interchanged by all the
special libraries; Fifth, the promotion
of plans for the development eventual-
ly of a central clearing house of infor-
mation and material through the
Library of Congress, the Special
Libraries Association or the American
Library Association. In each case it
should be borne in mind that the work
of the Special Libraries Association is
merely supplementary in covering a
field of material and bibliography
which is not now covered.

The operation of the plans suggested,
supplemented as experience may die-
tate, will, we believe, make more effi-
cient the work of every special library.

e~ marmaE —————
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Public Utility Labraries Committee
Grérer W. Lk, Chairman

As to the work of the Publie Utility
Libraries Committee, I offer the follow-
ing tentative plans:

1. That the Committee collect and
prepare references of interest to public
utility undertakings (railway, lighting,
water, ete.).

2. Offer itsclf as a eclearmg house
of information, prepared to suggest
ways and means of getting at the 1n-
formation needed.

3. Accordingly, and incidental to
this function, prepare and maintain to
date a list of books and magazines
bearing upon public utilities and con-
sider the starting of a clipping bureau
or induce some agency already inter-
ested in work of this kind to become
the bureau that represeuts the Asso-
ciation for this purpose.

4, Bring about a method of keep-
ing in touch with public utility statutes
or ordinances, court and commission
decisions, cte.

5, Prepare and maintain a classi-
fied list of publi¢ utilities libraries or
gsources of information, and encourage
specialization in cach center in diree-
tions in which each is already strong
or hasg special facilities, so as to effect
a clearving house system that will avoid
duplication of work as far as practi-
cable and tend to strengthen specialisty
in their specialties.

6. TPrepare a classification system
for publie utility libraries.

Technology Libraries Committee
Josren L. Waniner, Chairman

The clusy of libraries and hterature
with which the Technology Libraries
Committee will deal are:

1. The hbraries maintained in en-
gineering and manufacturing estab-
lishments for the use of members of
the firm, containing specialized works
relating to the firm'y activitics, or, in
addition, a reference colleetion of gen-
eral works to help as a bureau of in-
formation.

2. ludustrial and technieal depart-
nments of publie libraries.

3. Special librares connccted with
colleges and teehnical socioties.

4. Literature on trades, manufac-
tures, engineering, and what is ¢elassed
under the head of technology.

The movement for technical libra-
vies and departments comes from three
main influences: 1. The present wide-
gpread interest in lechnieal educeation,
in which as yet publiec libraries have
taken little part, but are now begin-
ning to co-operate; 2. The resulty which
have been attained in industrial depart-
ments of public libraries; 3. The de-
pendenee placed on shop and offiee
libraries by  managers, foremen and
specialists in the cases where these
private libraries have been correctly
organized and administered.

This rather large field of work ont-
lined for the committee is one of great
interest and usefulness.  The divigions
of activity which immediately suggest
thumselves are:

1. Preparation of articles for tech-
nical and library publications describ-
ing what has heen done in the way of
technology libraries.

2. Compiling a hst of large firms
and libravies which might well have
technical literature departments, and
sending them copies of articles and
cireulars  deseribing work  which s
heing done.

3. Umting the similar interests of
menmbers by discussions and articles on
moethods  of  elassification, cataloging
and indexing teehnical literature,

4. Co-operation of public libraries
andd industrial firms in preparation of
hibliographies and indexes.

5. Co-operation of the Special Li-
hrarmes Association in the movement
for industrial progress, hy increasing
the number and usefulness of indus-
trial departments in large public libra-
ries, inducing firms to maintain small
lihraries of general and trade litera-
ture for workmen and their families,
either at the firm’s expense or as sub-
stations of the loecal public library;
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direct connection of industrial libra-
ries with techmical and night schools,
labor unions and engineering organ-
izations in their study work.

Insurance Libraries Committee
D. N. Hawnny, Chairman

I should say that the work of the
Insuranee Committee, during its initial
vear, would be largely preliminary and
preparatory. It will be advisable to
find out what libraries exist; what
material they possess; how they got
1t; what they are doing with it and
what they propose to do with it in the
future; how far private and quasi-pub-
lic insurance libraries are duplicating
work which, in combination, they
could do much more effectively; how
far public libraries have gone in the
collection of insurance literature, to
what use their collections are being
put, and what principle, if any, gov-
erns them in their additions to these
collections; how far cataloging and
classification of insurance literature
has been earried and what attempts, if
any, have been made to unify such ef-
forts as may have been made; and,
finally, if there is any data upon which
to base a judgment, what branches of
insurance occupy a foremost place in
insurance interest, at the present time,
and what partienlar phases of each
branch may be most helped by the
publication of sources of information
thereon.

First Meeting of Special Libraries
Association

The Speeial Libraries Association
held its first meeting on November 5th,
in the assembly room of the Merchants’
Association of New York City. About
forty members were present. Mr.
Dana, president, called the meeting to
order, drew attention to the importance
of special libraries, to their rapid in-
creage in number, and to the faet that
they indicate that the hahit is grow-
ing among men of affairs to look to
books and periodicals and printed ma-
terials in general for direct help in the
solution of the questions that are con-
tinually confronting them. Mr. Mead,

secretary of the Merchants’ Associa-
tion, weleomed the Association and
spoke briefly of the value to his Asso-
ciation of its speecial library. The pro-
gram was as follows:
Development of special libraries, by
Dr. Robert H. Whitten, librarian
Public Service Commission, first
district, New York
Some aspects of a financial library,
by Beatrice Carr, statistician, Fisk
& Robinson, New York.
Co-operation between special libraries,
by Herbert O. Grigham, libratian,
Rhode Island State Library, Provi-
dence.
Specialized municipal libraries, by Milo
R. Maltbie, commissioner, Public Ser-
vice Commission, first district, New
York,
Maps and atlases, by Miss Sarah Ball,
libravian, Business Men's Branch,
Free Public Library, Newark.
Co-operation in the publication of lists,
by George W. Lee, librarian, Stone &
Webster, Boston.

The general diseussion which fol-
lowed the formal program was of
great interest, and showed that many
of those present were heartily in
sympathy with the plan of greater co-
operation between spceial libraries.
Mr. Whitten’s paper is published in
the January issue of the Library Jour-
nal, and that of Miss Ball in the Jan-
uary issue of Public Libraries. The fol-
lowing is an abstract of other papers
presented :

The President’s Opening Remarks
Joun Cotton Dawa

The special library, in that meaning
of the phrase which we have had in
mind in organizing this Association of
special libraries, is an institution of
very recent development. We may
venture to define it as ‘‘the library of
a modern man of affairs.’” This defi-
nition is not sufficiently inclusive, how-
ever; as is shown by my owu experience
in the matter. T have had the wish,
for nearly all of the twenty years that
I have been engaged in library work,
to establish in the business center of
the city in which the library 1 was
managing was situated, a business
men’s branch; located on the ground
floor, opening on the busiest office

11
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street of the city, not the busiest shop-
ping street, large, well lighted and ful-
ly equipped with all the books which
experience should prove to be of inter-
est to men engaged in commerce, manu-
facture, finance and kindred matters.
In Newark I have had at last the op-
portunity to earry out in a small way
this idea, and to see a modest business
men’s branch in the center of the town.
This branch is fairly successful along
the business line, and its success in this
direction has something to do with the
existence of this Association.

But you will say at onee that while
a business branch of a public library
may prove to be of great value, first,
to the main library as a bond between
men of affairs in the city and the main
library’s great storehouse of books;
next, as a useful tool for business firms
of all kinds in the city; it still is very
far from being a typical speecial library
of men of affairs, such as this Asso-
ciation has been formed to aid ang
promote. For, as the brief investiga-
tion already made into the develop-
ment of the special library in this coun-
try shows that these special collections
of books, reports and other printed ma-
terial are so varied in their character
and in the use made of them, that no
definition will any longer satisfactorily
inelude them all.

A glance at our Program including
libraries of a public service commission,
of a financial firm, and of an engineer-
ing firm, shows how wide is the range
of thought and action in which the
small special collection of books and
other printed material has already
found a place.

The rapid development of this insti-
tution for bringing to the aid of mod-
ern industry whatever the student or
the practitioner may have thought fit
to put into type is very significant. It
means that here in the opening years
of the Twentieth Century, 550 years
after the invention of printing, men of
affairs are for the first time beginning
to see clearly that collections of books

and printed materials are not, as they
were long held to be by most, for the
use simply of the scholar, the student,
the reader, and the devotee of belles-
lettres, but are useful tools, needing
only the care and skill of a curator, of
a kind of living index thereto, as it
were, to be of the greatest possible help
in promoting business efficiency.

To say this again in a little different
way:

The man of affairs has just begun
to realize how important and helpful
to him may be the material found in
books, proceedings and periodicals and
how readily it may be brought to his
hand.

The library idea has always been
more or less academie, monastie, classic.
The 1mpression has prevailed that the
library appeals first of all to the reader
of polite literature, to the student, the
philosopher, the man of letters. This
modern rapid development of special
libraries managed by experts who en-
deavor from day to day to gather to-
gether the latest things on the topic to
which his library is devoted, to present
to the firm and employees, is simply
an outward manifestation of the fact
that the man of affairs has come to
realize that printed things form the
most useful and most important tools of
his business, no matter what that busi-
ness may be.

‘We may look to see very wide and
rapid development of libraries of all
kinds in the next few years.

Co-operation in the Publication of Lists
Georce W. LEe

In the scientifiec world, if Smith of
New York is studying butterfly wings.
Brown of New Zealand soon knows of
it and they eo-operate, so that each may
specialize the more; Smith henceforth
confining himself prinecipally to their
color, Brown to their shape. In the
business world, also, it is fast becom-
ing true, that if Jones of New Jersey
is studying railroad accidents, Robin-
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son of New Hampshire straightway
knows of it, and they, likewise co-oper-
ate; Jones henceforth confining him-
self principally to steam railroad aeeci-
dents, Robinson to electric railroad ac-
cidents. To further such industrial co-
operation through publicity will, 1 take
it, be a function of the Special Libraries
Association. ., . .

Lists should be annotated, classified
and cross-referenced and not issued as
mere check lists. It is easy enough to
get the title, cost and general makeup,
for such information is econtained in
publishers’ lists—they should repre-
sent the opinion, not of one person or
business house, but of several, so far as
practicable, the opinions of persons
from different parts of the country.
The business world, after the man-
ner of the scientifie world, is ready for
a clearing louse of information. To
this end the Special Librarvies Associa-
tion ean help by the publishing of ref-
erence lists. The completeness of these
lists musl be deternined by good husi-
ness judgment, but special attention
should be given to their annotation.
‘which eallg for co-operation in order to
insure thoroughness and impartiality.
Comparisons may he needed, and even
should they prove odious to some au-
thors and publishers, they might lead
to the Association’s becoming an au-
thority. As to loaning and selling, as
to form, as to taking advantage of ex-
isting lisis, these, among other things,
eall for consideration.

Co-operation Between Special Tihraries
H. O BricHAM

““Co-ordination, which might be a
sub-title to this paper, may be attained
by attempting to harmonize the wide-
ly varying types which eompose this
Association. Tn other words, the vari-
ous libraries may Dbe divided into
groups. For example, the technical
libraries may be made responsible for
all information on that line; the com-
mereial libraries for facts relating to
their field and the munieipal organiza-

tions for the data swhich would nat-
urally come from them; the highly
specialized libraries such as insurance,
agriculture and banking would con-
tribute researches which would appear
to be of general intervest to all in the
Association; the legislative reference
departments would set forth the prog-
ress of legislation which affected the
severdal classes vepresented in the or-
ganization and the public libraries and
eollege libraries would bring their share
from the greater sources of supply
whieh make them, as 1t were, the de-
partment stores of the library world.

This sub-division of labor will he of
great value, it will furnish a means for
the expenditure of co-operative energy,
it will correlate the highly differenti-
ated parts of our complex organization
awdd it will place in reeiprocal relation
these unrelated and widely seattered
institutions. We shall attain our ob-
jeet only by such harmonions eo-ordi-
nalion and we are apt to secure satis-
factory results. Reciproeity must be
our watehword and helpfulness to oth-
ery our aim.

The suggested rveseareh must he
specifie and confined as far as possible
to the speecial group or class. It would
be better if there were an absolute
avoldance of detailed researc¢h hy
librarians of another class.

A special list on agricultural educa-
tion should cranate from the agrieul-
ture library and not from the engineer-
ing librarv. Tnsurance investigations
might be the subject of study by either
the ingurance library or the legislative
reference department and hoth might
contribute to the subject. When vou
arrange your scheme vou must devise
some method of intercommunication.
The valuable list compiled by the X
Library, the bibliography by the Y
Library should be available for all,
Each library could be responsible for
the copying of these lists or essays and
they could be filed with our seeretary.
All of us stumble on hits of informa-
tion which are valuable for the entire
body. Send them to the secretary.

P
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Let us help one another and by so doing
help ourselves,

In conelusion, I urge upon you to
give this Association your hearty sup-
port. Go away from this meeting with
some definite line of action formulated.
Do your part, aye, do more than your
part. Give us your counsel and your
suggestion. Help to make this Asso-
ciation, which is entering onto untrod-
den paths, a strong factor in the library
movement. Preach the doctrine of en-
thusiasm. Not the type that like some
forms of emotional religion has a dele-
terious effect, but the hearty, sincere
enthusiasm that cheerily accepts a duty,
that in spite of harping criticism per-
forms an allotted task and firm in the
belief of work well done faces the fu-
ture.. This is true co-operation.

Some Aspects of a Financial Library
Bratrick CaRr

The financial library of the present
day is a comparatively recent institu-
tion, and many causes have contrib-
uted to its development. Chief among
these may be noted the constantly in-
creasing numbers of the investing pub-
lic; the desire of such investors fov
prompt and accurate information re-
garding prospective or actual pur-
chases, and the unprecedented growth
of the United States in wealth and
world-wide influence—all such con-
tributory causes rendering necessary
the establishment of some bureau of
information for the collection and re-
cording of data bearing not only upon
specific securities, but treating also of
industrial and financial statistics in
general, and dealing with the funda-
mental principles underlying all eco-
nomies. More especially, the building
of many new railroads—and the re-
ceiverships and reorganizations of
many older ones—brought an element
of complexity into the financial situa-
tion. New investment problems had
to be faced; promiging but untried
fields for the employment of capital to
be scrutinized and turned to account.
To meet this situation; to provide the

means for dealing prudently and at the
same time effectively with the great
possibilities opening up for bankers
and investors alike, are, 1 think, the
chicf reasons for the financial library
as it exists to-day.

Concrete facts are more likely to be
helpful than vague generalizations. It
is in order, therefore, briefly to enum-
erate the various data contained in the
library entrusted to my charge, to ex-
plain the methods adopted for obtain-
ing material, and, finally ,to show how
it is classified, catalogued and filed.

Summarized, the material on file in
the library of Fisk & Robinson con-
gists of books, pamphlets, reports—
printed or in manuseript—and news-
paper clippings—either specific or gen-
eral—on:

Steam and electrie railroad cowm-
panies;

Industrial corporations;

Public serviee undertakings;

Banks—national, state and sav-
ings:

Tnsurance and trust companics;

State and municipal finances
and general development;

U. 8. Government — securities,
finance and general records;
Miscellaueous books and pam-
phlets on banking, money,

finaneial history, railroads, in-
dustrial statistics and other
matters likely to be of in-
terest:

Information of a general char.
acter not included in these
classifications.

To go somewhat into detail: We en-
deavor to obtain all annual reports,
mortgages, agreements and offieial
pronouncements of railroads and other
corporations, and any circulars or
other information dealing with such
corporations or their securities; all re-
ports of the bureaus and departments
maintained by states and municipali-
ties, such as banking and railroad com-
missioners’ reports; industrial and la-
bor statisties; board of trade and cham-
ber of commerce publications; ecomp-
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trollers’ or other financial reports, and
banking, insurance, railroad and gen-
eral state laws; practically all infor-
mation issued by any department of
the United States Govermment, and all
manuals, magazines, books or other
statistical data on the subjects of
finance, securities, and general develop-
ment of the United States whicl, after
investigation, we believe to have any
value. . . .

Miss Carr then told of their methods
in clagsifying and arranging their
gources of obtaining reports and their
system of filing the correspondeuce.

The Accountancy Library Associa-
tion of Denver, Colorado, has issued an
annotated list of the books in the Aec-
countancy Library. The library con-
tains only about 300 books and pam-
phlets, but the list 1 very useful to any
one interested in accounting or to a
library desirous of building up a ref-
erence collection in relation to that
subject. The list may be obtained from
J. B. Geijsbeck, Librarvian, I4th and
Arapahoe Streets, Denver, Colorado.

Constitution of Special Libraries
Agsociation

Name. This Asszociation shall be known as
the Special Libraiies Association.

Object. The object of this Assovintion is
to promote the intervests of the commereial,
mdustrial, technical, civie, municipal awd
legislative references libraries, the special
departments of public libraries, unversities,
welfaie associations and  bmsiness  organi-
zations,

Officers. 'The olticers of the Association
shall he a Tresulent, Vice-President, Secre-
tary-Treasurer  They shall hold oflice for one
year or until their successors shall have heen
elected.

Executive Board. The Hxceutive Board
shall consist of the President, Vice-President,
Secretary-Treasaver and two other members
elected by the Assoeiation.

Membership. Any person, firm or ovgani-
zation may become a member upon payment
of the annual dues,

Dues. The annual dues shall be two (2)
Adollars.

Meetings. Annual meetings shall he held
at the time and place named hy the Execu-
tive Board, who shall have power to eall such
other meetings ag may be necessary.

Quorum. Ileven members shall constitute
a quorum,

Vacancies. The Executive Board shall have
power to fill all vacancies,

Amendments. This Constitution may be
amendedl Ly a three-fourths vote of those
present and wvoting at any meeting of the
Association. Notice of proposed amendments
shall be sent to each member of the Asso-
viation at least two weeks hefore adoption,

Committees

Agricultural libraries: Miss M. F. War-
uwer, [Plant I[ndustry Bureau, Washington;
Alr, W, Treleuse, Library of Missourt Botan-
wal Garden,

Commercial associations: M. F}. B De-
Bernard, Merchants' Association of New
York; Mr. .l J McFarlane, Philadelphia Com-
mercial Mugeam.

Insurance libraries: Mr D. N Handy, In-
surance Library Society of Boston; Miss Ida
M. Thiele, Awsociation of Life I[nsurance
Presidents; My, ¥, L. Hoffman, Prudential
Insarance Company.

Legislative and municipal reference Ii-
braries: Mi. John A. Lapp, Legislative Ref-
crence Librarian, Indiana State Library; Mr.
Krunest Bruncken, Library of Congress; Mr,
Horace 1. Flack, Baltimore Legislative Ref-
erence Department; Mr. Samuel H. Ranck,
Grand Rapids Public Library.

Membership: Mr. II. O. Brigham, Rhode
Island State Libravy; Mr. ¢, W. Andrews,
John Cverar Library, Chicago; Mr, D. N.
Haudy, Insmance Library Society of Boston;
Mr. J. L. Wheeler, Pulblic Library of Dis-
trict of Columbia.

Public utility Ubraries: 1IN, G. W. Lee,
Stone & Webster, Boston; Mra. K. M. Howze,
Commonwealth Edison Company, Chicago;
Mr, R. TI. Whitten, Public Serviece Commnis-
sion of New York City

Publication: Mr. J. U Dana, Newark Free
Public: Libravrs; Miss Anna  Sears, Mer-
chants’ Association of New York; Mr. R, H.
Whitten, New York Public Service Commis-
sion for the Tmirst District, Mr H. O. Brig-
ham, Rhode Islanid Btate Library.

Publicity: My G. W. Lee, Stonc & Web-
stor, Boston; Miss Sarah Ball, Newark Free
Labrary; Mr. (/. B Lester, Legislative Ref-
crence Department, New York State Library;
Mr, F. O. Stetson, Newton, Massarhusetts.

Sociological libraries: Mra. H. P. Bates,
New Yotk School of Philanthiopy; Mr. E.
L. Burchard, Chicago Sthool of Civies and
Philanthropy.

Technology libraries: Mr, .J. L. Wheeler,
Public labrary of Distriet of Columbia; Mr.
G, E. Marion, A. D. Little, Tne., Boston; Mr.
W. F. Stevens, Homestead Carnegie Library;
AMiss L. E. Howard, United Engineering So-
ciety, New York.
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