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The Use of the Museum Library

By Alexander Wetmore, Assistant Secretary, Smithsonian Institution

HAT I shall have to say today

regarding the museum library and
what I conceive to be its function is
considered from a double viewpoint,
thut of the museum administrator, and
that of the scientific investigator. As
may be expected from my official
position it will outline the condition
found in the United States National
Museum, and will be discussed on the
basis of the needs of that organization.
Since the work of that institution is
broad it may be supposed that in its
demands on library facilities it includes
all that may be expected in other
museums with similar purpose.

In general the work of museums falls
under the principal heads of research
and exhibition. Of these research
advisedly is placed first, since public
exhibits are composed of objects, or
diagrams and illustrations, taken from
specimens or processes which can not be
intelligently displayed for public educa-
tion until they have been properly
identified and understood by the curator

—in other words until they have heen
definitely classified and allocated in
some scheme of current knowledge, Re-
search then musi precede cxhibition In
many instances ihe tiraining of the
curator enables him (o determine at a
glance the kind of the objects that come
to him; in other cases he may know
the general group to which his materials
belong but needs to investigate to
determine cerlainly where in this group
his object is properly placed. In such
research the books available in the
museum library come into constant
play.

Research may have as its aim simply
the determination of the particular
kind of a specimen that it is desired to
exhibit in a public hall, and the ac-
cumulation of understanding knowledge
of what is known regarding it to enable
the preparation of a label, descriptive
card or leaflet that will outline briefly
and in an attractive way some import-
ant part of this information that the
visiting public may examine it. Or
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research may have as ils end the sum-
marizing of previous human experience
in some direction, and the addition
thereto of new facts and ideas from
the experience and mental deductions
of the worker. For the latter purpose
current works of reference and speci-
mens are studied exhaustively to pro-
duce further books for the benefit of
fellow workers and others.

With this brief explanation of the
work of a museum we may proceed to
consider the function of books in
connection with this type of human
endeavor. It may be said definitely
that books stand next in importance 1o
specimens in the operation of any large
museunt. For administrative purposes,
thercfore, the museum library has co-
ordinate rank with the scientific divi-
sions in which a museum inay be or-
ganized,

The library of the National Museum
is one of the principal units of the
Smithsonian library system. Organiza-
tion of its facilities is arranged to meet
the needs of 1he scientific workers. The
curator in each division has many works
of reference pertaining to his own
particular science that are in daily use.
These consist of books, pamphlets and
periodicals devoled 1o ihe particular
work of his cdivision, which are cat-
alogued in the main library but are
kepl in a sectional library in the cura-
tor's offices where they may be con-
sulted without the loss of time neces-
sary if it were required that he go for
each one 10 a central library located at a
distance. As wc have offices in three
separate buildings the importance of
this arrangement is evident. At present
the National Museum has thirty-sis
such sectional libraries covering a wide
variely of subjects, as administration
maiters, anthropology, birds, botany,
cchinodeims, fAshes, geology, history,
insects, mechanical technology, medi-
cine, mollusks, organic chemistry, pho-
tography, reptiles and batrachians, tax-
idermy, tentiles and vertebrate and in-
vertebrate paleontology to mention only
a part of them. In thesectionallibrary
of the division of insects where a large
number of workers make use of the
sectional unit, an assistant is detailed
10 oversee the many withdrawals of
books. In other instances, where
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fewer investigators are concerned, the
curator is in effect a representative of
the librarian in that he assumes re-
sponsibility for the books placed in his
particular division.

Above these divisional units, in the
sense of administrative orgaunization, is
the main museum library, which serves
as the offices of the library staff proper,
in which are held works of general
reference required for .consultaiion by
the whole scientific staff. Here arc kept
the general catalogs of the entire
library, and here come all Looks and
periodicals for examination and catalog-
ing, and decision as 1o whether they are
10 be held in the central library, or are
to be charged out to some one of the
divisions Here also there is main-
tained a reading room where workers
may come when in search of general
information. In actual practise we now
maintain three such reading rooms in as
many buildings, each given 1o the use of
the particular group of workers whose
offices are in the building in question.

In a large organization like the
National Museum each scientilic special-
ist is conversant with the Iiterature of
his own field and knows definitely what
he wants, or how to determine his
required works of reference through the
various bibliographies and abstracting
agencies available to him. To the
librarian there comes the highly im-
portant task of making every attempt
10 secure as promptly as possible the
various books desired  Without this
assistance from the library the work of
the scientist is hampered and may
become impossible. The museum li-
brary, therefore, is one of our important
divisions on which all depend for aid
and assislance.

To 1ihe main library come requests
for the hundreds ol buoks dealing with
almost every branch of scientific knowi-
edge and including old and new works
of every description which are required
weekly by the scientific investigators of
the institution. Part of these are on the
shelves and are readily available. For
many it is necessary to call on the great
Library of Congress, which maintains a
regular delivery and call service to the
libraries of the governmental institu-
tions in Washington. For some of the
needs of the curators it is necessary to
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go to the library in the Surgeon-Gen-
eral's Office, to the Department of
Agriculture, or to the Geological Survey.
Rarely some unusual hook must be
secured from a library in some other
city. It may be noted here that there is
co-operation with these other organiza-
tions in this same type of service since
not only do we borrow but also do we
loan increasingly large numbers of rare
and unusual books to other organiza-
tions both in and out of Washington.

The worker who is using books
secures many of his references from the
publications of others. Often these
references are incorrect, sometimes ne-
cessilating a personal visit and the direct
assistance of an assistant in the library
to get the proper volume. TFrequently
the library worker detects an error in
citation and is able to adjust the matter
in a moment's conversution over the
telephone.

The books that go on call to the
various workers are carcfully recorded,
and from time to time these records are
checked over, and for those outstanding
for some time request is made for return
if not in use. Investigators engrossed
in absorbing problems often consult the
books that come 1o them and then lay
them aside 1o be forgotten until re-
minder comes from the library that the
volume should be returned for the use of
others. In all these matters the library
serves as a co-ordinating agency that
endeavors to assist all so far as possible
and al the same lime to so keep its
records that none of its treasures may
become misplaced and lost, a matter of
importance when dozens of persons are
using the library facilities.

To the library come also requests from
the curators for the purchase of books.
In this detail there musl be exercise
of considerable judgment since the
funds available for putchase arc de-
cidedly limited and choice must be
made of those works of greatest import-
ance. The checking of the many
scientific periodicals received is another
matter that requires constant attention
since many of these have limited edi-
tions which are soon exhausted so that
lost numbers are replaced with con-
siderable difliculty.

The difference between the warlk of the
library of a large museum and that of
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the public type of library is readily
evident from what has been said. In
the community library to which come
many persons, old and young, for
instruction and mental diversion there
is required frequently tactful assistance
from the librarian in suggestion as to
proper material. This is particularly the
case with children. The task of the
librarian in a research lihrary like that
of the National Museum differs entirely
in that the workers wlo use the library
facilities except in very occasional in-
stances come to the librarian with a
definite request for a work of reference
for which there can be no substitution.
It is required in most cases that the
investigator read a particular word, line,
or page in one definitely indicated book.
His idea is absolutely concreie and
there can be no suggestion of use of
another work than that which he
requests. The proper function of the
library in these cases is 1o supply the
reference work required with a minimum
loss of time so that the scientist may
turn his attention to the neat step in his
investigation. Only rarely, in case of a
worker in search of information outside
his own field, is there opportunity for
assislance of the other kind, and then
this is ordinarily confined to indication
of the shelves holding the groups of
books in the particular science in
question that the applicant may look
through and take his choice.

It is evident that the keyword of our
library structure is organization for
service, and that this is built on cfficient
and orderly arrangement. The work of
our librarian assistants is of the highest
type, and requires broad training with
more than the ordinary degree of educa-
tion. In the National Museum we are
fortunate in having a staff devoted to our
interests whose work through proper
organization becomes more and more
cfficient each vear. The accomplishment
in research of our lahoratories results
annually in the publication of some
thousands of printed pages of reports
in our own and other series that carry
the Smithsonian torch of knowledge
throughout the warld. Our library stafl
may say with pride that they have their
due and imporiant place in this ac-
complishment through efficient service
to our research workers.




et —— bt e v Pk e oot Y 8 o = v e b — e - ae

N

204 SPECIAL LIBRARIES

July-August, 1929

Planning and the Public

By Harlean James, Executive Secretary, American Civic Association

HE most critical problem which

faces our Republic is that which is
involved in making the fullest possible
use of highly technical information and
advice without sacrificing popular re-
sponsibility for and participation in the
business of government. We must
somehow contrive to maintain the
balance between the itwo. One of the
principal methods is through the Special
Libraries established in cities, through
the general libraries established in every
rural hamlet and village and town as
well as in the larger centers of popula-
tion, and through local, State and
National Civic organizations, such as
the one I represent. The purposes of the
Special l.ibraries are closely allied,
therefore, to the purposes of the Ameri-
can Civic Association. We seek to
disseminate accurate information within
a specified field and to make such civic
knowledge a working basis for action
in the commuunities. William Bennett
Munro has recognized the problem in
his book on “Selected Readings in
Municipal Problems,”” when he states.
“How to disseminate sound, practical
information among the people is the
most crucial problem that democratic
government is now facing.” It is not
enough that the experts must have
popular backing to keep in office. And
to keep their information from being
purely academic it must be checked
with the actual experience of the people
who must live, work and play in the
artificial conditions set up and con-
trolled through their advice. Inter-
pretation of the principles of technical
city, town, State and Nation Planning
is, therefore, a most imporiant service
and one in which the Special Libraries
are playing an interesting and useful
part.

The technique of city planning has
been developed rather more fully than
that of Regional, State or Nation
Planning. The distressful results of lack

of planning of course, are first manifest
in crowded cities. The need for planning
became apparent in cities before we
realized the need for Regional co-
ordination. Therefore, I shall outline,
if I may, the hasic aims and practice
of city planning. The exercise of control
by organized society over the use and
ireatment of land by private owners
in the interest of the community as a
whole is quite as importani in city
planning as the actual control and ad-
ministration of the publicly-owned land.

In the early days of City Planning
we accepted the streets of our existing
cities as the framework on which to
hang future planning. This was neces-
sary in the older cities. All that we could
do was 1o patch up a street system that
had utterly failed to fulfill its function.
But we f{requently approached the
problem of city planning by saying that
the first thing to do was to devise an
arterial street system. In so far as
establishing the nced for an arterial
highway system we were correct. DBut
we did not at first perceive that no
practical arterial street system could
be devised until we knew to what use
the different parts of the city were to
be put. After all a street must go from
somewhere 10 somewhere. 11 must be
designed to carry a special type and
volume of traftic and so far as possible
the crossing of great streams of mixed
foot and wvehicular traffic athwart other
streams atl busy hours must be avoided.
It is obvious that the sort of paving
and proportion between roadway and
sidewalk to serve a wholesale industrial
section are quite different from the
needs of a quiet residence neighborhood
where occasional private motor cars and
delivery carts serve a dozen or more
householders.

Our first problem, therefore, either
in revamping a plan or making a
new one, is to assign the predominating
use to every section of the city, present

*A talk before the Civie-Social Group, Special Libraries Association, Washington, D. C., May 15, 1929,
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and prospective. I[ we build on the
sector plan, rather than on the ree-
tangular plan, we can readily preserve
old residence neighborhoods near the
center of town without making i1 neces-
sary to displace homes by the gutward
push of business, for each sectjon will
Ihave an increasing arc of influence as
the city builds outward 1oward an ever
increasing circumference.  This pro-
wvision for future growth which will
follow the land set aside for it rather
than the prevailing wasteful method of a
constant displacement by a new use of
land formerly devoted to other uses
should tend to establish permanent
occupation of the land.

Private Property

In monst progressive crues, to-day.
the entire area is mapped and districts
are assigned to (1) Residences (a)
Single-family houses, (b) Row or group
houses and (¢) Apartment buildings,
(2) Commercial buildings, (a) Offices
and Retail business, (b) \Wholesale
establishments, and (3) Industries, (a)
Light and (Ib) Heavy. There are many
nice questions to decide concerning
Churches, Institutions, and Buildings
which are not readily classified. But
in the main these districts do take on the
character assigned 10 them.

Public Property

In the very beginning of any re-study
for a city plan or in the making of an
entirely new plan, it is wise 10 survey
the entire arcas with the purpose of
locating the suitable land for parks and
parkway connections. Fortunately the
land Dbordering small streams and the
rougher country generally which is
difficult and e\pensive 1o put in shape
for use as building sites is most suitable
for parks. Indeed the saving of whatever
remnant of natural woodland and stream
courses remain is one of the first aims of
city planning. With these suitable
areas In mind, a system of smaller parks
and intensive play spaces may he
located to serve the residence neigh-
borhoods.

When the principal sites for public
buildings, perhaps grouped around an
impressive civic center, are determined,
and a tentative assignment of sites for
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Schools, Branch Lihiuaries, Fire and
Police Stations is set up, we are readv
to consider the arterial screet system,
the width and arrangement of these and
the secondary o1 minar streets to serve
the purposes tor which they will he used.

Street Uses

We are coming 10 find that a bioad
street which serves a large volume of
mived traffic, light and heavy, slow and
fast. perhaps complicated by surface
sireet car senice, is not after all a com
plete answer to the prohlem of providing
for heavy traffic Increasingly highways
within and without cities, are being
classified for use. There e pleasure
or light-traffic parkways and boulevards.
There are a few heavily-paved com-
mercial roads. These will probably in-
crease in the future. In mam arterial
connections which join inter-city mam
State highways we sometimes see the
right-of-way, from 100 to 200 f{eet,
divided by strips of grass or planting of
trees and shrubs, into three or four lanes
of traffic. The Roosevelt Boulevard,
leading out ot Philadelphia toward
Trenton s Hanked on either side Ly
trees and bushy shrubs  Then, working
inward, come foot paths, then prass
strips, then light, rapid traffic lanes, the
one on the right to be used in one
direction, the one on the left 1o be used
in the opposite ditection. Then grass
strips and trees and down the center a
two-way paved roadway for heavy, slow
traffic.

Zoning

The process by which the municipal
government controls the use assigned
10 the different districts is called zoning.
Probably zoning is 1the most important
advance in setting up social control of
private property wn the interest of the
community which has been accom-
plished in recent years. Not only is the
use of private property covered by
zoning, but the area of the lot which
may be covered by buildings and the
height to which these buildings may
reach So far we have been rather tinud
in holding our National masterpieces
to any scientific standard. [ thiok
there is not a city in the United States
where, if all the land which is zoned for
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high buildings, were covered with build-
ings of the legal height, the surrounding
streets could possibly carry the re-
sultant traffic, afoot and awheel. There
is no objection, per se, 1o high buildings.
They can be and often are exceedingly
effective architecturally But the funda-
mental question involved is one of land
crowding. In this country, we have no
lack of land area. If we occupy a plot
of ground with a thirty—or forty—or
ffty-story building, we should require
a certain amount of privately-owned
space to be held open around it and we
should see that we have enough street
space to serve the occupants. Of course
we may use two-and-three-level streets,
but it is an open question whether good
planning would not rather provide more
surface space and avoid these necessities,
except for possible through rapid transit.

Some of us believe that the sky-
scrapers, buill today, may be in a
quarter of a century from now, com-
mercial slums, a financial liability on
the land. Ewven in New York, which is
subject to no ordinary municipal rules
of growih, we find that the skyscrapers
have been filled with tenants at the cost
of great blighted down-town areas on
which no one can afford to erect modern
buildings because the supply would
exceed the demand.

Building for Permanency

We come to the conclusion that mod-
ern city planning will make it possible
to build more permanently, though none
of us can promisc that the buildings
of today will not be obsolete in twenty-
five years. Yet we still have the United
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States Capitol in use alter four or five
times that number of years, and offices
in the old Capitol are still at a premium
over the rooms in the more modern
House and Senate Office Buildings.
Obsolescence, we may bhelieve, can be
retarded and perhaps even capitalized,
in buildings of real archiiectural merit.

A Plea for Design

In American, as well as European,
cities we have passed through a period
of depressing and distressing ugliness.
Let us hope that a new day has dawned.
With the increasing number of trained
architects, landscape architects, artists
and sculptors, we should be able to profit
by design and perhaps even 1o atiain to
a distinctly American architecture placed
in landscapes of natural design un-
dreamed of in the present day. \When
billboards shall be forgotien anachro-
nisms, and dump heaps no longer tol-
erated, when Nature shall be allowed
to cover the ugly scars of our careless
civilization, we may perhaps hegin to
realize what it means to live in the
midst of beauty, provided with the
amenities of life.

We should not forget all of the unseen
public works which, through the genius
of modern engineering has made possible
sanitary cities and has furnished us
with utilities such as gas, electricity,
power, telephone, telegraph, rapid trans-
it, comfort-producers, time-savers, giv-
ing us leisure for the better things of life.
Now that we have the leisure, let us
pursue those hetter things and make it a
privilege 10 life in Americal

British Conference

In another column we herewith print the
program of the annual conference of ASLTB.
Special librarians from the Umted States
or Canada who expect to be in England
during the latter part of September should
make an effort to attend this conference.
Miss Isabel L. Towner, Assistant Librarian
of the Smithsomian Institution, has been
appointed as an accredited representative

and any lhbrarian who desires to become a
delegate should address a letter to President
William Alcott, Boston Globe, Boston, Mass.,
who will issue proper credentials. Aspart of the
conference there will be wisits to various
libraries and schools in connection with the
Uiy ersity It is also planned to have an
excursion to Wicken Fen, a place of historic
incerest

——a
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The Museum Group, Its Purpose and Plan

Minnie White Taylor, Librarian, Cleveland Museum of Natural History

HEN a fellow staff-member hap-

pened to learn the 1opic assigned
to me, he remarked, 'Museum Group.
Well, I suppose you will talk about the
background and the foreground.” TFaol-
lowing his suggestion, I should like
first to tell you something of the “‘back-
ground” of the Museum Group.

FFor the past two vears it has heen my
privilege 10 attend the meetings ol the
American Association of Museums and,
last year, those of the Special Libraries
Association where | had the good fortune
to meet Miss Towner. In the course of
our conversaiion we agreed that the
meetings of both of these Associations
were most worth while, especially in
making contacts and receiving inspira-
tion, but that we had obtained little
direct help in solving our problems as
museum librarians.

It seemed altogether probable that
there were other muscum librarians who
might have had a similar experience
and who would welcome an opportunity
for coming together occasionally for
discussion. Miss Towner discovered by
means of a questionnaire that there were
seventeen such people.

Instead of creating a new orpanization
for this purpose, it seemed much wiser
to meet as a group with one of those
already in existence.

There were three Associations where-
in this might be possible: the American
Association of Museums, the American
Library Association, and the Special
Librarics Association

[ firmly believe that we should all
keep in as close touch as possible with
the American Association of Museums.
[t is one of the very best ways of achiev-
ing thc museum point of view and be-
coming museum conscious.

But, after all, we are primarily li-
brarians and as such can probably
accomplish more for our departments
by- an exchange of ideas with those of our
own profession—just as the ornith-
ologists and the mammalogists and the
other varieties of curators find such
conferences beneficial.

Inasmuch as museum libraries cer-
tainhy are special libraries, the Special
Libraries Association seemed to us to
he the logical affiliation. Moreover, to
form a group in the A. [.. A, sisty
signatures are required with the peti-
tion, which of course would have heen
quite out of the question.

As you all know, the Special Libraries
Association has within it several distinct
groups: the Commercial-Technical, the
Financial, the TInsurance, the News-
paper, with the addition this year of the
Civic-Social and the Museum groups.
At the annual conference, besides the
general meetings, there are the group
meetings with speakers on subjects of
special interest to the respective groups,
and opportunity for discussion. Oc-
casionally, a number of SPECIAL LI-
BRARIES is devoted to one particular
group. Right here may I suggest thai
we all begin to think of what we should
like 10 see in a Museum Number and,
furthermore, resolve to make a con-
iribution to such a number. In that
respect we need not limit ourselves 1o
this one issue. I am quite sure that Mr.
Birigham, the editor, will welcome
articles from time to time for the cur-
rent numbers.

Throughout the year the groups are
usually  working upon some definite
projects.  For instance, the Newspaper
Grounp 1wo years ago made a survey of
newspaper libraries and mailed the
report 1o over two hundred newspaper
librarians, managing editors, and or-
ganizations interested in newspaper ac-
tivities Last year the Group conducted
an active campaign for members with a
gain of twenty-six libraries. They have
a commiitee preparing a newspaper-
librarian’s creed and another working
upon a report on methods.

The Financial Group has five com-
mittees: bibliography, membership,
publicity, program, and nominating.
Last vear the Membership Committee
sent a personal letter outlining the
history and purpose of the organization
10 each prospective member and also
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made personal contacts whenever pos-
sible. The resuli was five institutional,
fourteen individual, and seven associate
members

The Commercial-Technical Group has
an imposing array of commitltees: ad-
vertising and marketing; chemistry and
physics; electrical engineering; English
usage; illuminating cngineering; indus-
trial relations; oil; public utilities; rub-
ber; transportation; hibliographies;
source lists; book lists; classification, et
cetera.

The Association itself has general com-
mittees on classification, continuation
reading, co-operation with the Chamber
of Commerce of the United States, co-
operation with the Library of Congress,
exhibits, indexing legislation, Inter-
national Commerce Club, membership,
news, publications, revision of the con-
stitution, and training for librarianship.

The purpose of the Group, then, is
identical with that of the Association
itself: 1o promote the collection, or-
ganization, and dissemination of inform-
ation, to develop the usefulness and
efficiency of special libraries, and to
encourage the professional welfare of its
members

In considering this particular museum
group, | find that the "background”
stands out much more sharply and elear
cut than the “foreground’ Dhut, inas-
much as it is a museum group 12 the
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making, perhaps this is permissible
and, indeed, fortunate because now we
may all have a share in its preparation.

The various plans which the other
groups are following are, of course,
suggestive. \Ve should withour doubt
have a membership commitiee. We
feel that the purpose of such a com-
mittee should be not so much to act as
an advertising agent for the Association
but rather to spread the news to the
museum librarians of the country that
here is a group which is organized for the
development of a closer co-operation
between museum libraries and museum
librarians and that we need every one!
Interest in the Association itself will
naturally develop in proportion to the
success of the Group in satisfying the
needs of its members

I am sure that we all realize that no
one person can make such a group
worth while, that real result~ can be
achieved only through the ACTIVE
interest and co-operation of each one ot
LS.

To return 10 the metaphor, [ believe
that the chief points of interest in our
“foreground’ can hest be selected after
the Round Table discussion which 1
know vou are all eagerly anticipating
and which | am sure will prove to be
one of the most helpful and sumulating
features of our program.

The Association of Special Libraries and Information Bureaux

Sixth Annual Conference

PROGRAMME

TRINITY COLLEGE, CAMBRIDGE. Sept. 20th-23rd 1929

FRIDAY, Seplember 20th

Afternoon. \1sirts.

6.45 p m. ReckpTioN OF DELEGATES by the
Council of the Association

7.15p. m. DINNER. Address by the Presi-
dent-elect of the Association (Sir
J J Thomsoen, 0. M., F.R.S),

8.30 p. m, GENERAL SESSION.
Chairman: Mz. H. L. Ticksox.

(1) The Year's Work of the
Association.

BRriGaD1ER-GENERAL  MAG-
Nty Mowat, C.BE, M.
Inst.C.E., M.I.Mech E.

(2) The Approach of the Pro-
ducer to the Gonsumer of
Information.

MR, LAURIE M aGNUS
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SATURDAY, September 21st.

SPECIAL LIBRARIES

209

(C) Chairman: Dr E. E. Lowe,

10.00 a. m. SECTIONAL MEETINGS,

(4) Chairman* Sir J. J. THoM-
son, O.M., F.R.S,
The Preservation of Places
of Natural Beauty and
Historic Interest.

Mr. S. H. HaMER (Secre-
tary, The Nationa! Trust).
(B) Chairman: Mr,B. M, HeaDn-
ICAR, F.L.A. (Librarian, Lon-
don School of Economics).

(1) Duplicating Machin-

ery: A Survey of Mod-

ern Methods.
MRr. ALBERT PARKER (Man-

agement Research Groups).
(2) Duplication, and In-
fringement of Copy-

right.

Mg. E. J. MacGILLIVRAY,
B.A,LL.B., Cambridge.

() Chairman: Mr, H, M. CasH-
MORE (Birmingham Public

Librarian).

The Ideal Form of a Jour-

nal from the Librarian’s
Point of View.

Dr. W. Boxscr, B,A, (Bir-
mingham University Libra-

rian).

Afternnan, Free Vistrs.

530 p. m. ANNUAL GENERAL MEET-

ING,

8.30 p m. SECTIONAL MEETINGS.
(4) Chairman: Mr. F. A, HOoARE

(National
chers).

Union of Tea-

B.Sc.,F.L.A.

(1) The Information Ser-
vice of a Public Li-
brary.

MRr. E. Greewn, FL.A.
(Halifax Public Libra-
rian),

(2) The Information Ser-
vice of a Bank.

Mr. P. A Greex (Can-
adian Bank of Com-
merce),

SUNDAY, September 22nd

10.00 a. m. SECTIONAL MEETINGS.
(4) Chairman: Dr. E. A, BAKER,

M.A,

(1) The Training of
Special Librarians.
MR. A. F, RipLeY, F.L.A.

(2) Indexing and Classify-
ing of Individual Col-
lections of Data.

Mr. H. ROTTENBURG,
M.A., M. E.E.

(B) Chairman: To be arranged.

(1) Sources and Applica-
tion of Business Data.
Mzx. A. P. L. Gorpon,

(2) An Indexing System
for Published Business
Information.

Mr. E, T. ELBOURNEL
(Hon. Director, Institute
of Industrial Administra-
tion) and

Mr. H, G. T. Caxxons,
F.L.A. (Finsbury Public
Librarian).

Afternoon. Fiee.

Books versus Text-books,

the Problem of the

Schools.

(0

Mr G. T Haxxkin, HM I

(B) Chairman: Mr HugH QUIG-
Ly (British Electrical and
Allied Manufacturers’ As-

sociation}.

(1) Organised
tion in the Printing

Trade.

Informa-

(2)

Mr R. A. AUSTEN-
LErGH, ML.A

(2) Technical English.
Mr. E. W. AsnicroFT (of
"“World Power™).

8.30 p. m. GENERAL SESSION.

Chairman: To be arranged,
International Organisa-
tion of Information Ser-
vices.

Monsigur P. OTLET (Insti-
tut I[nternational de Bib-
liographie).

Chairman: Dr R. S. HUt-
TON.

REPORTS FROM SECTIONAL
MEETINGS.

RESOLUTIONS.

VorEes oF THANKS.
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1909 - Special Libraries Association - 1929

Executive Board

Prrsioey —W illlam Alcott, Librarian, Boston Globe, Bosion, Mlass.
IFiks1 Vien-Pri sinExt—2liss Florence Biadley, Litnarian, Metropolitan Lile Insmance Co,
New Yk, N Y,
Sreonny Vicr-PwrsinENe—-Niss Margaret Reynolds, First Wisconun Nauonal Banl, Ail-
waukee, VWisconsin,

PrREASURER— Miss Elizabeth O, Cullen, Reference Libiarian, Burcau of Railway Economics,
Washington, D. C.

Durectors—21ss Eleanar S. Cavanangh, Librarian, Standard Statisues Co, New York (iy;
\ithur £ Bostwick, Libiarian, Public Library, St. T.ouis, Mo.; Angus Fletcher,
Lihiaran, British Libtary of Informaton, New Yok, N Y.

General Office

Execurnr Srerrramy—2rs \aiy H Brgham, 11 Nishet Stiecet, Providence, R T,
Phune, Plantations 0798,

The National Association and the Local
Chapters

OUT OF AN EXPERIENCE of three years as secretary of our Association, in
a period of much activity and expansion, Miss Rose L. Vormelker, business
research librarian at the Cleveland Public Library, lists five projects in her last
annual report which, in her judgment, S. L. A. should immediately underiake. Two
of these deal with aid to projected special libraries. One urges co-operation with
other library or related organizations, and another points to the need of more pub-
Yicity for all our efforts.

But right in 1he center of the group of projects is this: Closer co-operation
hetween the National Association and the local chapters. That recommendation is
especially 1imely, in view of the recent affiliation of local chapters with the National
Association.

The National Association holds a conference once a year,—a big, enthusiastic
and inspiring occasion, vet less than one-fifth of our membership find it possible 1o
attend. It publishes a magazine ten months in the year, the very best magazine
in its field, vel a large proportion of our members (nominally all of our associate
members) never see it. Commillees efficiently officered arc doing valiant work
throughout the year in the consideration of difficult problems, yet a comparatively
small proportion of our members come in contact with them or their work. The
association itself functions between conferences through the executive oard which
meets three or {our limes a year, usually in New York

Meanwhile the local chapters are busy with their own problems, and through
monthly meelings are able to work at their solution or to learn of progress on them
through frequent written or verbal reports. How may we obtain closer co-operation?
Two ways arc suggested. Suppose the meetings of the executive board should he
held in the cily and on the date when a local chapter was holding its monthly meet-
ing, so that in ithe evening the evecutive board and the local chapiler were brought
together face to face, and suppose the executive hoard members saw the local chapter
in action and the members of the local chapter saw and heard of the aims and work
of 1the national association from the lips of the executive board members, would not
that make for one definite and valuable contact? And then suppose a considerable
number of associate members should decide through this contact to become active
members and Lo secure our magazine, SPECIAL LIBRARIES, would not we have
made a hig advance in co-operation and in attaining the goal of stimulating cvery
member and every unit in our association to contribute more effectively toward the
efficiency of the special library and the welfare of every member?

WILLIAM ALCOTT,
President.
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A Leader Passes On

HE passing of Mr. Dana removes from American librarianship a leader of

the highest rank. The tributes paid to him by editorial writers throughout

the country indicate the eminent standing of Mr. Dana and the great respect in
which he was held by the American press

Always a strong believer in newspaper publicity and always alert to keep in
active touch with the current phases of American thought, he has left a deep impress
upon life, notl only in Newark but in the entire United States. Mr. Dana linked the
library and the museum and today both institutions in Newark stand as a tribute
to his memory.

His relations with the Special Libraries Association have been noteworthy.
In 1909 he fell the need of assisting the rapidly growing group of special libraries
and at Bretton Woorls urged a few librarians to form an association. He became
the first president of §. L. A, and has always been active in its councils, although
in recent years his professional duties and increasing ill health prevented attendance
at meetings of the Association.

Personally, the writer has alwavs felt a deep debt to Mr. Dana for many words
of counsel and advice. His keen rapier wit punctured illogical thought and his
quick grasp of library problems made his opinions respected. His passing is a
deep loss 10 the Special Libraries Association.

California in 1930

HILE the final vote has not been passed by the Executive Board, it

is the opinion of members of the Board that the next meeting of the S. L. A.
should be held in California  The place and date have not been determined, but
will depend upon plans made by the A. L. A. and affiliated associations co-operating
with the local librarians on the Pacific Coast. Naturally, California material }vxll
be of interest to our readers and anyonc desiring 1o obtain hooks on the subject
may secure two attractive pamphlets by writing Californians, Inc, 703 Market
Street, San Francisco. Among the pamphlets issued by the Californians are
“California Vacations” and “\Why Manufacturers Choose San Francisco.”

David Starr Jordan states, “The charm of California has, in the main, three
[actors—scenery, climate and freedom of life.” Inez Haines Irving says, “To the
Californian, California is always ‘God’s country.'” Margaret Reynolds, who
resides in Milwaukee and occasionally visits California, has the same sentiments.

During the months prior to the convention SPECIAL ;LIBRARII*.S will contain
buefl items ahout Calilornia and its many, many attractions.

‘x JORD has been received that Mrs. Jennie Lee Schram, Librarian of the

[llinois Chamber of Commerce and associated with the Special Libraries
Association for many vears, died on Tuesday, July 23d. Mrs Schram's keen and
energetic personality made her a valuable member on committees and at the last
conference she was elected chairman of the Commercial-Technical Group. She
took an active part in the \Washington conference and at that time gave no
evidence of approaching illness We print in this issue plans formulated by her

for the forthcoming vear.

HE Executive Board will hold its first fall meeting on Monday, Septem-
ber 16th, at Boston. This meeting is coincident with the mo_nthly meeting

of the Special Lilraries Association of Boston which will take place in the evening.
These meetings arc the initial step in carrying out the suggestion of Pres1dqnt
Alcott regarding closer co-operation Letween the national and the local associa-

tions.
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Proceedings

SPECIAL LIBRARIES ASSOCIATION

FIRST GENERAL SESSION
May 13, 1929

The mecting was called to order in the
Mayflower Hotel, Washington, D. C., at
10 A. M. by vice-president Angus Fletcher.

VICE-PRESIDENT FLETCHER: Many of you
will be wondering why this chair is not occupied
by Mr. Cady, the President of our Association,
for whom we all have so mwuch admiration and
respect.

At the last Executive Board meeting, Mr.
Cady explained with very greal regret that
owing to the pressure of business he would be
quite unable to tike his place at this Confer-
ence. [ shall not detain you with details.
His absence is a great loss to us and later on
I hope we may take occasion to express our
feelings of regret in a suitable manner. Un-
fortunately also the first vice-president, Miss
Ethel Cleland, librarian of the Business Branch
of the Indianapolis Public Library, was unable
to be present and so, as you see, the respon-
sibilities of the office devolved upon me. Under
the circumstances [ am sure I may count upon
your co-operation and indulgence.

This morning [ received the following tele-
gram:

““While not able to attend in person my spirit
is with you in what will I am sure be one of the
most helpful and delightful conferences ever
held by S. I.. A. May it be but one linkina
chain of uncnding progress. Greetings to all

Francis E, Cabv.”

MR. Arcott: The message which you have
just read, Mr. Chairman, brings to all of us a
sense of sorrow. We shall nuss Mr, Cady, his
genial smile, and his quieting spint.  While T
realize that this is not the time for long re-
marks, it seems to me we should pause in our
deliberations to send a message of good will
to him and I therefore move that the presiding
officer be instructed to wire to Mr. Cady in
Cleveland, the deep regret of the members of
this Association that he is unable to meet with
us this year; that we rceall with gratitude and
appreciation his coastructive work for the
Special Libraries Association; and, that we,
the members of the Special Libraries Associa-
tion, in annual meeting assembled, send to our

absent President our hearliest greetings and
best wishes for success in his new undertaking.

Miss ALEXANDER: [ second the motion.

MR. FrLeTcHER: You have heard the mo-
tion by Mr. Alcott and its second.

MRr. Hanpy;: Mr. Chairman, [ would like
to add a second to that motion. I am sure we
are all sorry that Mr., Cady is not able to be
here. I feel the Association owes much to him;
therefore, [ heartily second the motion.,

Mg. FLETCHER: If there is no other discus-
sion the Chair will take it as so ordered. I
shall beg leave on your behalf to send the
telegram which has been approved.

Now, Mr. R. R. Bowker, editor of the
Library Journal of New York City, would like
to make a few announcements, I should Like
to ask him to do so at this stage.

Mgr. Bowkgr: This is not an announcement;
it is a recognition. Some twenty years ago a
Conference similar to this fine assemblage,
which numbered about 20 people in this
special field, met and is remembered by those
of us who had the pleasure of being there.
We had no gift of prophecy to look forward to
this immense progress and achievement of the
founders of Lthe American Library Association.
I should like to think of myself also as one of the
founders of the Special Libraries Association
because I was present at that assemblage
twenty years ago, and T would like to feel, as
a member of that body, that there is no serious
difference between the membeis of this or-
ganization and those of any other or any rift
withun the Special Libraries Association, 1
hope, speaking frankly, that if any rift has
come in 1t will disappear, so that this Associa-
tion will function without question of rivalry
in the important feld which it has occupied
far so many years.

[ am glad to address you before going to the
American Library Association meeting, to
congratulate you as an association, and to say
that 1 admire the efficiency with which it has
been started

Dr. Frank P. Hicp: Tt is a satisfaction
to endorse the remarks made by Mr. Bowker
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and to impress upon the Association that those
of us who have followed its progress since the
White Mountains Conference want to see it
continue the good work it has done for the past
20 years.

I was present at that meeting when your
association was formed and feel keenly that the
splendid work which you have done should not
be interfered with in any way.

I hope the good work will continue and that
you will not permit the A. L. A, or side associa-
tions to hinder your program.

MgR. BrigizaM: Mr. Chairman, I would like
to make an announcement regaiding the
publicity for the meetings. 1 want each onc of
the groups at the session this afternoon Lo
select one of its number, the secretary or some
other person, to make a prompt report of the
proceedings of that group meeting and also
transmit a copy of the papers to the head-
quarters in the adjacent room and at that time
the Publicity Committee will at once take those
documents and reshape them and use them in
connection with their work, They will get in
touch with the proper people in the service of
the leading papers and within twenty-four
hours there will be in print in this country some
of the more important things occuring at this
convention. It is extremely important that this
thing be done and done promptly. The Pub-
licity Committee will cover this session and
all other general meectings, and we want each
group to be specially represented in this nat-
ional publicity.

In the absence of the president, Mr. Angus
Fletcher delivered the address of the vice-
president.

For vice-president's acdress see page 139
May-June issue.

THE Cramman: I shall now call on the
secretary to read her report.

For report of secretary, Miss Rose L.
Vormelker, see page 178 May-June issue.

Tre CaAlRMAN:  You have heard the
secretary’s report., What are your wishes in
regard to this report? Shall we entertain a
motion that it be received?

Miss RANKIN: I move that the secretary’s
report be received and that she receive a vote
of thanks for the work she has done during the
year.

(After being duly seconded, the motion was
put to a vote and carried.)

TrE CuarMaN: We are going to have the
pleasure of hearing from a very distinguished
authority in the field of government research
and business, Dr. Lawrence F. Schmeckebier,
of the Institute for Government Research.
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It is a great privilege indeed to be ahle to have
him address us and a great pleasure for me
to be able to present him,

For Dr Schmeckebier's address see page 164,
May-June issue.

THE CualrRMAN: T am very glad that Dr.
Schmeckebier began his address by a quotation
from the Bible, for 1 feared as I read my ad-
dress that it was obviously under the influence
of the Church of England Prayer Book. How-
ever, ] now feel in pretty good company. 1
wish to thank you very much, Dr. Schmecke-
bier, on behalf of this Association for the ex-
tremely valuable address you have given us,
Indeed we neced every helping hand when it
comes to the pitfalls of statistics because those
of us who work in the business world have hard
masters. Now, I do not know whether you
have timie, sir, but possibly some of those
present may have questions which they may
wish to address to our distinguished guest and
if he has time [ am surc he will e glad to
answer them,

Dr. ScuMEcKEBIER: [ believe I have time
to answer some qucstions,

Mgz. BriguaM: Is not there a commitiee of
the economic associations which is conferring
with the Bureau on the Census?

Dr, ScumECKEBIER: There is a Joint Com-
mittee on the Census which takes up the
major questions and makes recommendations
to the Secretary of Commerce.

Tig CIATRMAN' Are there any other
questions? This is a great opportunity.

Mr. TispiL, Superintendent of Documents:
In your speech, Dr. Schmeckebier, you called
attention to my prescnce here, so I might call
your attention to the use of mimeographing
processes by saying a few words concerning
them. T havehbeenconnected withthe Document
Division of the Government Printing Office
for many years, and T might say that it is not
al all surprising that confusion exists in the
minds of the public and also the librarians as to
where to apply for information or publications,
on account of there being so many distributing
agencies. The increase in the mimeographed
material has added to the confusion and
especially as this class {s not recorded in our
monthly catalogue. It would be impossible
with our present force to attempt the cataloging
of this mimeographed material but if either by
law or exccutive order we were requited to do
this cataloging undoubtedly Congress would
provide a sufficient force for that purpose.

A survey was made several years ago by our
office and it was found that there was an
enormous increase in mimeographed pamph-
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lets, and whereas most of them were probably
of a temporary character, a great deal were of a
permanent value and merited cataloging.

We have given particular attention to the
work of the Special Libraries Association and
in an eflort to assist, we have arranged to
accepl deposit accounts to be used in the
purchase of publications, so as lo prevent
the necessity of first writing to our office to
learn the price and then remitting, I am sure
this service has been appreciated as we have
had many deposits made by the libraries and
I am sure as it becomes better known there
will be a decided increase in this class of work.

Tie CinatrMan: Thank you very much, Mr,
Tisdel. The help which the Special Libraries
Association obtains from your Department is
always vital and 1 think you will all agree with
me that we should establish the closest possible
relationship with the Superintendent of Docu-
ments.

Tue CHAIRMAN:
questions?

Dr. ScumrckiBizk: May T mention in
passing that there is no ficld in statistics so
clusive as police statistics? Taking fo1 instance
the Eighteenth Amendment, the revenue re-
ceived from the manufacture and sale of
liquors tends to prove that prohibition has
been a great success  You go on the other side
and find that prohibition is a f(ailure. Now
here I venture the opinion that no police
statistics that we have in this countiy throw
any light whatever on the prohibition problem.
One year the law is enforced; one year it is not.
I do not think it 15 possible at the present time
to reduce those siatistics so that they show
anything whatever.

Tae CuarrMan: [ did not realize that we
were going to get on the prohibition question,
gentlemen; I suppose T am responsible. The
Chair will entertain a motion which I am sure
all of us will sccond; A vate of thanks to our
distinguished speaker

Mr. Arcorr: 1 move thal we
vote of thanks to Dr. Schmeckebier,

Mnr. SHERIDAN: T second the motion.

(Upon being pul Lo a vote the motion was
carried.)

T CIAIRMAN:
urer’s report.

For report of treasurer, Miss Rose L.
Vormelker, sce page 177, May-June issue.

Tie Craigmax: FProbably because of my
Scotch ancestry the figure that wtercsted me
most was cash on hand $3,141.82. | think that
shows an extraorcdinarily sound financial con-

Are there any more

extend a

We will have the Treas-
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dition. Now will somebody move that this
reporl be accepted?

(Upon being duly moved, seconded, and put
lo a vote, Lthe report was accepted.)

THE CuHAIRMAN: [s there any discussion on
the report of the Treasurer? Well, [ think that
shows that the report of the treasurer is very
satisfactory.

The next item on the program for the morn-
ing is the report of the editor of SPECIAL
LIBRARIES,

For report of the editot, Mr. Herbert O,
Brigham, see page 180, May-June issue.

Tur CHairman: What is your wish with
regard to this report from Mr. Brigham?

(After motion, duly seconded, the report was
accepted.)

Tne CIAIRMAN:
this report?

MRr. HanpY: | would like to say one thing
in connection with this report. It strikes me as
excecdingly illuminating  Mi. Brigham tells
us that the advertising revenuc in our last
issue was something over $400.00. When Mr,
Brigham took charge of our publication it was
a tact that in the years previous the entire
revenue from advertising had not aggregated
$400.00.

Tur CiraiRmMAaN: Is theie any other com-
ment?  Are there any questions which you
wish to direct to Mr Brigham?

Mgrs, PERKINS' Is there not some way that
we can have the proceedings printed separately?
Many associations make a practice of printing
their proceedings 1n complete form and I
believe that such methods should be followed.

Miss RANKIN: It scems Lo me it 15 about
time we were taking some definite action on
this matter. Personally, I rather enjoy seeing
the articles spread out but it is not a salis-
factory way and if, as 1 have had occasion to
do, any of you have tiied Lo locate some par-
ticular information, you have a mighty hard
search in SPECTAL LIBRARIES to find it.

MRr DBriguanm: 1 quite agree with Miss
Rankin regarding the proceedings. It has been
our practice to print the proceedings in the mid-
summer numbers and to devote the issucs
printed in the autumn to the vaiious groups,
cach being assigned a ,special number. This
procedure prevents the publication of im-
portant news and presents a serious problem
for the greater part of six months, In order
to put this procedure before you [ move that a
committee of associate editors with Miss
Rankin as a member of it have charge of print-
ing the proceedings of the Association.,

(The motion was seconded )

Is there any discussion on
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T Coamvman: Is there any discussion on
this motion?

MR, Briouam: [ make an amendment Lo
my own motion; The printing to be done in
the journal at the discretion of the commitiee.

(The motion was seconded,)

T Cuarraan: You have heard the amend-
ment, the effect of which is to place the print-
ing of the procecdings at the discretion of the
committee s there any further discussion?

[ have just a word with regard to the cor-
responding association in Great Britain. They
not only print their own proceedings but they
have them all printed and teady for distiihu-
tion either prior to the convention or at the
convention and, personally, [ found that a
great convenience, It saves time, for one Lhing,
because it means that you can start in at yowm
group sessions with discussion 1ight away on
the theses which have already been presented
to you [lowever, that is a matter which the
committee could decide upon s there any
further discussion on this question? Are theie
any further questions wm regard to the mo-
tion?

{When put to a vole, the motion was car-
tied.)

MR, CaaremMaN: 1 will now call for the re-
port of the Committee on the Revision of the
Constilution.

Mz Arcorr: The Committee on the
Revision of the Constitution, 1n preparing this
1epori, reached a unanimous decision on every
point and then subnutted its report to the
Executive Board in March. After full dis-
cussion and some changes the Executive
Board unanimously approved the report and
directed that it should be sent to every member
of the Association, which was done in March,
{wo months before the annual meeting, as pro-
vided in the By-Laws. The Commitlee on the
Revision of the Constitution consisted of Mr.
D. F Brown, of the Standard Oil Development
Company of Elizabeth, New Jersey; Mr. F. A,
Robertson, engineer in charge of the library of
the Hydro-Electric Power Commission of
Ontario, of Toronto; and myself To this com-
mittee were subsequently added Mr. D, N.
Handy of Boston, a former President of this
Association; and Mr. Howard L. Stebbins,
President of the Special Libraries Association
of Boston,

MR, ALcorr: Last year the Association re-
elected Mr. Cady and all new members of the
Executive Board We said right away that
that should never again happen and provisions
were made for electing so that there would
always be three members of the Board holding
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over. Then we discussed at gicat length the
matter ol making the Excetine Secretary ol
the Association a paid oltiwer M, Cady on
that held quite ditterent views, An eftort had
been made to distingnish between the sedre-
tary and the executive seeretany, | think that
the position involves a vast amount of work for
the voluntary official.  That met with the
approval of the Executive Committee.

Then, the Associalion having been incor-
porated under the laws of the State of Rhode
Island, we were able to hold property and chs-
pose of it as we saw fit.

Then the old Coustitution provided for an
Advisory Committee consisting of the chan man
of each local association. We took that By-Law
and enlarged it by ineluding in that body the
chairman of each group so that we would have
the chairmen ol the wroups geographically,
That also met the approval of the committee
and the Executive Board, and those aie the
chicf things which we recommentd,

There me some other litele detarls We
changed Lhe niwe of the individual member to
active member, The toree ol this Association
rests with the active members, We changed no
dues; they still remain filteen (15) dollars for
the institutional member, five (5) dollars for
the active membetr, and one (1) dollar for the
associate membes. T think it will be unneces-
saty, in view of the fact that this report was
sent to every member of the Association, Lo
read any particular part of it, but I am ready
to do so o1 1ead the whole report if you want to
hear it, but [ would like to move that the
report of the revision of the Constitution
which was made by the Committee, which has
been discussed a number of times by the
Exccutive Board, bu adopted by this Associa-
tion as Lhe Constitution of the Special Libraiies
Association. I am ready to answer any ques-
tions that may he asked or will call on Mr.
Handy or M1, Biown who may be able Lo an-
swor better than I can. [ move the adoption of
the Constitution asrevised

Tue Cuamyan: Is there a sccond to this
motion?

Miss BuryiTT: [ sccond it

Miss RankiN: | have some points [ would
like to make. 1 have been workmg on this
revision of the Constitution for so long T am
quite familiar with it. It came as a supplement
to the March SPECIAL LTBRARIES. Really
it is quite vital to change the Constitution as
much as this is bemg changed The welfare of
this Association 1s dependent on the Constitu-
tion. There is only one section upen which I
am taking any difference of opinion. T have
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considered it with the special committee and the
Executive Board and 1 agree with the several
amendments that have been added to it with
the exception of one, and I feel strongly upon
it.

Mgr. Arcorr: 1 would move that Miss Ran-
kin read her particular amendment.

THeE CHAIRMAN: Before we go into this:
After all, the chief question is that we want to
accomplish this in a very limited time. Is it
not possible, Mr. Alcott, to take your amend-
ments and go through them one by one? If
there is no objection they can be passed and
that should take up very little time.

Mr. ALcorr: There are five main amend-
ments to the Constitution. I am ready to do
anything you suggest and think we will make
better time if we go very hurriedly over them.

Miss RaNkIN: My contention is only on the
point of Section 12, concerning dues: “The
annual dues to the Association shall be deter-
mined by the Executive Beard and may be
changed from time to time, but no change shill
be effective without notice to members.” That
is the way the section read as revised, and I
insist that that was very poor policy and one
which caused a great deal of confusion, mis-
understanding, and consternation among the
members.

Number 3 of the By-Laws reads: “The
Executive Board may by vote affiliate with the
Association any national society having pur-
poses similar to those of the Special Libraries
Association, or in like manner cause the
Association to be affiliated with any national
society having similar purposes. The Execu-
tive Board may by vote cancel an affiliation
when in its opinion such affiliation is un-
desirable, but such vote to be cffective shall be
approved by the Association.” Such an im-
portant thing as an affiliation shall not be
effective unless approved by you—all of us—
but when it comes to dues, they are changed
by the committee and it does not ask your
approval, It says that they will be changed
from time to time but that no change shall be
effective without notice.

Now let me tell you the history of this thing.
I have nothing against any of the committees
of any of the members of the Executive
Board. This thing has come up insidiously;
it does not belong in our Constitution. Now,
then, in our Constitution, as it was adopted at
the formation of the Association in 1910, the
matter of dues appeared as follows: “The
annual dues shall be two (2) dollars.” The
Constitution stood without any change until
I became President in 1922, Now all that time
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we were charging more than two dollars dues,
1 asked that a committee be appointed to
consider the revision of the Constitution and it
was done, The committee then asked for
advice and got advice from many members of
the Association and we worked on it for many
years., The committee worked conscientionsly
and we rewrote the Constitution, That was in
1923. It was then suggested for adoption in
Saratoga. | did not have the pleasure of
meeting with you in Saratoga as I was abroad.
Now in July, 1924, the section which was
section 9 at that time was made to read in this
way: ‘‘The annual dues shall be three (3)
dollars for individual, five (5) dollars for in-
stitutional, and two (2) dollars for associate
members. Any individual may become a life
member upon payment of $100.°' It was so
printed in SPECIAL LIBRARIES of Septem-
ber, 1924, as being adopted with that wording.
I assumed that it had been,

However, in November, 1924, a notice ap-
peared in SPECIAL LIBRARIES stating that
the dues for 1924 had been changed by the
Executive Board “in accordance with the pro-
vision of Section 9 of the Constitution,’’ and
it was then statéd that an error had been made
in September SPECIAL LIBRARIES and
that Section 9 had been adopted to read:
“Section 9. Annual dues shall be determined
by the Executive Board and may be changed
from time to time on their authority."

In November, 1926, Mr. Cady, as President,
proposed (see SPECIAL LIBRARIES, Novem-
ber, 1926, page 308) that there should be an
increagse in dues to fifteen (15} dollars for
institutional, five (5) dollars for individual, and
one (1) dollar for associate members and that
the meaning of the term ‘‘associate member”
should be changed.

In December, 1926, an article appeared in
SPECIAL LIBRARIES by Mr. Cady, in which
he stated incidentally that the institutional
membership fee should be fifteen ($15) dollars,
and an editorial also appearing in the pub-
lication made a brief announcement of the
increase in dues.

No explanation followed until the President's
address at Toronto, which was printed in
SPECIAL LIBRARIES of July-August, 1927.
This lack of notification to the membership of
an important action of the Executive Board
caused a great deal of confusion among the
whole membership of this Association.

This action by the Executive Board made
amendments to the Constitution necessary. A
committee was appointed by the President in
the fall of 1927 and they worked for six months
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and submitted a revision of the Constitution.
In this revision, Section 9—Dues—read:
“The annual dues of the Association shall be
cetermined by the Exccutive Board and may
be changed from time to time on their au-
thority with the a pproval of of a majority of the
members voting at the next annual meeting.”

However, the Executive Board took no
action on this revision of the Constitution and
it was not presented to the Convention in
1928—Ilast year,

In the Fall of 1928, Mr Cady, feeling that
we did not have a Constitution, appointed
another committee on the revision of the Con-
stitution, which reported at the March, 1929,
meeting of the Executive Board The present
Constitution, the revised Constitution, revisec
by this committee, was approved by the
Executive Board and is now ready to be sub-
mitted to the membership for approval at this
meeting. Tt reflects what have been our cus-
toms during previous years with the exception
of this one Section 12 relating to dues which
reads: ‘‘The annual dues to the Association
shall be determined by the Executive Boatd
and may be changed from time to time, but
no change shall be effective without notice
to members.”” The only thing that the Ex-
eculive Board was willing to allow you was that
yvou should receive notice.

This section needs to have due consideration
by the members 1f the majority approve this
it shall stand 1n the Constitution.

1 have gone to the trouble to give you the
history of this particular section and how it
happened to be changed because I consider it
important. To me as it is written in the Con-
stitution it is not good,

The Executive Board should, of course,
have the power Lo change the dues and should
take the initiative in doing so. But it seems to
me undemocratic to give them complete control
in these financial matters. The approval of the
majority of the members should certainly be
required before final action is taken. We must
have the approval of the majority of the As-
sociation. If we do nol we will not function as
an Association,

Now this is my proposal of an amendment to
that section: “The annual dues of the Associa-
tion shall be determined by the Executive
Board and shall be effective only when ap-
proved by a majority of the membership.”
This would tend to eliminate any strained
relations which might exist between the
Executive Board and the membership as a
whole. We all wanted what was accomplished
by the Board but we did not like the method
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by which it was done. We do not want to leave
so much power with the Executive Board; we
must have the power in the whole member-
ship of this Association.

Tue CrilkMax: We seem to have bumped
into the old controversy of taxation without
representation.

Mg, ArncorT: T want to second the amend-
ment reacd by Miss Rankin and in making this
recommendation [ might say that the section
in question was one of the sections which was
not revised by the committee, that was one of
the things we did not undertake to do. I agree
with Miss Rankin peifectly, I am quite willing
to accept this amendment and perhaps nothing
moie need be said about it.

Mg, Briciaas: I want to have sumething to
say about the background of the particular
clause in question. While Miss Rankin was
enjoying the scenic beauties of Europe, we
were having a controversy at Saratoga, There
is more to it than just the mere dues; there 1s
more involved. We have (o comsider the
magazine. As it is now we have a problem
greater than the problen of ducs—to allocate
the money which comes through the magazine
and from the dues. [ think Miss Rankin's
molion is well put.

TrE CuvurmAN: [ find that it has been
customary for these meetings to close at
twelve o'clock. The hour is now long past.
However, this business is of gieat importance
so you mught wish to finish it now.

Mze. Arcorn: No change is required at all—
the dues will remain the same. We are not
contemplating any change today or im-
mediately, and I would move that unless the
reacding of the Constitution is called for, that
the Constitution as amended and presented
here be adopted.

THE CoHAIRMAN: You men subject to the
amendment by Miss Rankin? If that is so,
would you read the amended section?

MRr. Arcort: ‘““The annual dues of the
Association shall be determined by the Ex-
ecutive Board and shall be effective only when
approved by a majority of the membership.”

Tue CuamrMan: The motion before the
meeting is that the Constitution should be
adopted subject to the amendment you have
heard by Miss Rankin.

MR Hawpy: May I say just a word? 1
should like to make another motion after Mr.
Alcott's is carried.

Tre CrairMaX: Do you second Mr. Alcott’s
motion”?

Mg, FHaxnpy: Yes.
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Tue CrnalrMaN: Is there any [ucther dis-
cussion?

Miss Rawkix: May I make an cxplanation?
The only puint is that we sumply wanl to change
this amendment concerning dues If the vote
is taken on that and approved, which is that
we adopt the whole Constitution and Mr.
Handy wants to get another motion on the
floor Lo approve their action, we are simply
giving approval to the Board for what they
have already donc.

THE CuairMAN: We will vote first on Miss
Rankin’samendment.

It was moved and secconded that Miss
Rankin's amendment be accepted.

(Upon being put to a vole, the motion was
carried.)

TrHE CAAIRMAN: We will now proceed to the
consideration of Mr. Alcott’s wmnotion that the
Constitution as printed and alrcady amended
by the motion just passed be accepted,

(Upon being duly moved, seconded, and put
to a vole, the motion was catried,)

MR. Hanpy: I move that the action of the
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Executive Board in fixing dues as they now
stand at fiftcen ($15) dollars [or institutional,
five (83) dollars for individual, and one ($1)
dollar for associate members, be, and is, hereby
approved.

Mrss Raxkix: 1 heartily second the motion.

Tine CusirMAN: Is there any discussion?

(Upon being put to a vote, the motion was
carried.)

Miss Raxkin: May I bring out just one more
question?  Section 5 of the By-Laws reads:
"“The Association shall publish an official organ,
the control of which shall be vested in the
Executive Board. The Board shall determine
the rates, if any, to be charged for subscrip-
tion.”" If they want to charge us only one dollar
the Executive Board has that power.

Tre CuairMAN: The important thing to
remember is that the Executive Board is your
friend.

The Chair announced the appowmntments of
members of a Resolution Comimittee.

The meeting 1s now adjourned.

(Adjourned at 12:15 p. m)

SECOND GENERAL SESSION
May 14, 1929

Joint Meeting with American Library Association

The mecting was called to order in the
Washington Auditorium at 10 A. M., by the
President of the American Library Association,
Miss Linda A, Eastman

Miss lZastvan: 1 have said, on a former
occasion, that no speaker should expect a
convention to get more than one idea from his
particular speech and that any speaker should
be able to present that idea in about 50 words,
That will give you an idea as to how many
woids T am going to use in my introductory
remarks. I think [ can say all I have to say in
one word, and that is, Co-operation.

I am sorry that my fcllow citizen, the
Piesident of the Special Libraries Association, is
not with us this morning, but he is very ably
represented by his Vice-President, Mr, Flet-
cher, and I shall now Lurn you over to Mr,
Fletcher, who will preside over your part of this
joint session,

MR. AxGus FroTcner: Madam President,
may [ at once reciprocate on behalf ot the
Special Libraries Association the words that
you have spoken regarding the co-operation
hetween these two great bodies.

Mr. Fletcher introduced the next speaker,
Dr, Harry Miller Lydenberg, reference li-

brarian, New York Public Library, who spoke
on the subject, ‘Special Libiaries in Public
Libraries."! For Mr. Lydenberg's address sce
Library Journal, June 1, 1929, p. 478.

Tne Cuxirman I desure to extend to Di.
Lydenburg, on your part, our many thanks {or
his interesting address.

Doctor Julius Klein of the United States
Department of Commerce, who is down on the
program as the next speaker, is unfortunately
unable Lo attend this conference. We ate very
fortunate, however, 11 having here Doctor
Edward E Hunt, who has agreed to speak in
his place Doctor Hunt was the medical expert
on scientific medicine at the World's Econemic
Conference in 1927, He 1s the secretary of the
Hoover Committee on Recent Econemic
Changes, the report of which committee I
understand will be released tomorrow Doctor
Hunt 1s also an author. One of his books is
entitled ““War Bread,’”' a name which to me,
at any rate, is signtficant. [t is indeed a greal
pleasure to have been associated with the
gentleman who is now the chiefl magistrate of
this country in what T regard as one of the
greatest humanitaiian works of the present
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generation. 1 fecl it indeed a pleasure to pre-
sent to you Doctor Hunt

Docror Hunt: Mr Chawman, ladies and
gentlemen:  That fourteen-year association
with Mr. Hoover to which vour Chairman
referred has made me familiar with certain
occupational hazards and occupational dis-
cases, and in hearing the address just closed
I have felt closer tw the hbrarians before me
in discovering that even libranians have their
occupational hazairds and perhaps theit oc-
cupational diseases. Ay librarians you nust
have been particularly impressed with the
attitude which has been developed by the
American people in ecent years towards
econotic information, It was only 20 years
ago that Frank Vanderhp very properly called
us a nation of cconomic illiterates, but surely
something has happened 1n the past 20 years
which makes that appellation wholly in-
appropriate today.

For Dr, Hunt's address see May-June issue,
SPECIAL LIBRARIES, p. 162.

TrE CratrMan: T am sure that if the in-
tention of this address was to whet our ap-
petites, the speaker has succeeded, and the
subject 1s so important that [ believe we necd
not have any mvitation to read the report
when it comes out May 1 thank Dr Hunt, on
your part, for the extremely interesting and
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valuable contribution he has made to this
conference,

Miss Eastvan: We look with great interest
to heartng Mr. Fletcher tell us about this
meeting.”

MR. FLite iR At the request of Mr Cady
[ represented the Special Librares Association
at the Fifth Conference of the Association of
Special Libraries and Information Bureaus,
generally known in English hbrary cucles by
the initial letters ASLIB, There was an at-
tendance of 160, representative of the leading
special libraries and rescarch organizations ot
Great Britam, The conference was held at
New College, Ovford, from September 14th to
17th.

May [ digress for a moment to explain that
New College was new 1n the Fourteenth Cen-
tury. It was founded in 1379 by William of
Wyleeham, who alse founded Winchester Col-
lege and bequeathed to us the phrase ''Manners
malceth men,"'

For Mr. Tletcher's address see May-June
issue, SPECTAL LIBRARIES, p 169

Miss Easimin: We all certainly thank Mr.
Fletcher for hisinteresting and scholarly speech.

{Whereupon, at 11:43 a m., the program ol
the Special labranes Assodation was con-
cluded }

THIRD GENERAL SESSION*
May 14, 1929

Joint Meeting with the American Association of Law Libraries and
the National Association of State Libraries

The meeting was called to order wn the Music
Auditorium, Library of Congress, at 8 . A,
by Dr. H. H. B Mever, Acting Durector,
Legislative Reference Service of the Library of
Cungress.,

Dr. Meyver apened the session by stating that
the meeting was called for a frank discussion
ol the value of the State Law Index and of its
mertts and defects, Dr. Mever gave a résumé
of the origin of the Index and the work which
has been performed by Miss Marguret Stew -
art and her assistants 1n prepating the
Index Heannounced that copies of the printed
volume had been sent in advance to the
various speakers and asked Dr. Chamberlain Lo
became the first spealker.

pr. Joseph P Chamberlamn, Professur of
Public Law, Columbia University, and Chair-
man ot the Committee of the American Bar
Association of Noteworthy Changes mn Statute
Law, reviewed his own work as practicing
attoiney, drafisman of legislative bilis and a
professor of law. Tle commented at some
length upon the subject headings and stated,
“Tt s not the index carefully constructed under
great subjects that is the most useful, but the
kind that will give you a large number oi
topical headings ' He added, "It is from that
point of view—the large number ol catch
headings and the convemence of finding the
subjects—that 1 approach an index' He
paid o brief tribute to My Luther £ Hewitt,

* A Tull report of this sesston was printed i the Law Library Journal for July, 1929,
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who represented the Joint Committee in ap-
pearance hefore committees of Congress and
adred his appreciation of the cffort that had
gone into the preparation of the Index.

Mr. Tohn T. Fitzpatrick, Law Librarian of
the New York State Library, was the next
speaker. Mr. Fitzpatrick commented briefly
upon the New York State Index which was
operated from 1890 to 1908, but stated that he
disliked to compare the two indexes. In
referring to the Library of Congress index,
he believed that there was too much economy
in the matter of details and the index seemed
to lack the essential details that must be
brought out in this sort of an index to make 1t
of use to legislative reference librarians.

In considering certain phases of the Index
he asked Miss Margaret Stewart, Legislative
Reference Service of the Library of Congress,
numerous questions and a spirited discussion
ensued between WMr. Fitzpatrick and Miss
Stewart,

Mr. Herbert O. Biigham, State Librarian of
Rhode Island, representing the National As-
sociation of State Libraries and the Special
Libraries Association, brought out the fact
that there are two forms of indexing legislative
material—the one prepared by a librarian
trained in general indexing and the other by a
lawyer trained in legal procedure. Mr. Brigham
considered the chronological and historical
phascs of the suhject, reviewing briefly the
otigin of the project in the New York State
Library. He also mentioned the National
Legislative Information Service, a project
sponsored by committees of the state librariane
and law librarians from 1914 to 1918.

In considering the Library of Congress State
Law Index, Mr. Brigham urged a bolder type
font for the principal entries and the use of
secondary cntries in place of cross references to
the main topic. He considered that some of the
principal subject headings, such as Banks,
Railroads and Corporations should have sub-
headings, and in conclusion emphasized the
necessity of considering the user of the index—
the lawyer engaged in statutory research, the
layman and the peisons who assist the lawyers
and the laymen in obtaining legislative facts

Dr. Meyer and Miss Stewart explained
briefly the method used in preparing sub-
headings.  Mr. Fitzpatrick joined the dis-
cussion and said in pait, '*In an index put down
the things that people are going to look for,
Don’t cross refer if you can help it.”” He be-
lieved that the Index should supplement the
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indexes of the various states becausc some of
these state indexes were so inadequate,

Mr. Luther E. Hewitt, Librarian, Law
Association of Philadelphia, and Chairman of
the Joint Committee on Indexing Legislation
of the American Association of Law Libraries
and the Special Libraries Association, ex-
pressedd his appreciation on behalf of these
Associations for the work of Dr. Meyer and
his assistants. He deprecated the severe
criticism of the Index and suggested that later
editions could easily adjust any lapses that
might occur. He reviewed the work of the
committee in approaching Congress and.hoped
that the Index would be made cumulative in
form.

Mr. Daniel N, Handy, Librarian of the
Insurance Library Association of Boston, dis-
cussed the Index from the insurance point of
view and stated that in his opinion the chief
advantage of the Index to the insurance field
would be for historical and comparative pur-
poses inasmuch as the larger insurance com-
panies maintain rather elaborate systems for
informing themselves on current legislation,
discarding records at the conclusion of a
legislative session period.

Comments by Miss Gertrude D, Peterkin
of the Legal Department of the American
Telephone & Telegraph Company, were pre-
sented by Miss Eleanor S Cavanaugh of the
Standard Statistics Company Miss Cava-
naugh also suggested a study of the history of
legislative bills, especcially those relating to
financial and public service matters. Miss
Stewart in reply stated that any study of
legislative bills would be out of the question.

Mr. Frederick William Schenk, Libtarian
of the University of Chicago Law Library,
referred to the indexing of special legislation
and the consideration of riders or jokers at-
tached to measures.

Mr. George S. Godard, State Librarian of
Conneclicut, as the final spcaker stated, “I
want to add my expression of interest and
testimony in three words: Greetings—Con-
gratulations-—Best Wishes.”

Next month we print as a supple-
ment to SPECIAL LIBRARIES a
leaflet containing the Executive Board,
officers of the Local Associations,
Groups and Committees, and a state-
ment concerning the various grades of
membership.

Keep this list in a convenient place
for easy reference.
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Group Reports, 1928-29

Commercial-Technical Group

It has been customary during the past few
years to hold a meeting of the group committee
chairmen of the Commercial-Technical Group
in the fall to discuss plans for the coming year.
Such a meeting was held on November 19,
192X in the library of the Western Union Tele-
graph Company. At this meceting it was de-
cided to undertake the {ollowing activities as a
group in addition to what was already being
contemplated by each committee: (1) to co-
operate with the Chairman of the Classification
Committee by sending to her such subject head-
ings and classifications as each member might
have, (2) to compile book lists for distribution
to those interested in organizing company
libraries, and (3) to compile an index to Sources
ot Statistical Information.

As & result of this meeting subject headings
and classifications on Aeronautics, Chemistry,
Gas, Paint, Photographs, Mathematics,
Physics, and Water Transportation have been
sent the Chairman of the Classification Com-
mittee together with a paper concerning the
classification used in the library of the Roches-
ter Gas & Electric Corporation. Book lists
covering such subjects as Explosives, Paint,
Oil, Rubbet, Industrial Relations, Advertising,
[H{unminating Engiaeering, and Public relations
together with a list of books suitable for an In-
strumental Manufacturing Company have been
turned over to the Executive Secretary for her
distribution, In this connection the Chemistry
anid Physics Committee highly recommends the
“Cinde to the Literatwe of Chemistry,”’ by
E ] Crane an/l A, M. Patterson, New York,
John Wiley & Sons, 1927, for any chemical
library or any company organizing or expand-
ing a chemical libtary Cards are being pre-
pared in accordance with a form drawn up by
Aliss Linda Morley as a preluminary to the
compilation of the *Index to Sources of
Statistical Data ' [t is the belief that this
index when completed and published will be of
inestimable value not only to the group but
also to the Association as a whole.

Since each commitiee has 1ts own particular
problem it has secmed best to give as in last
year's report a résumé of the outstanding ac-
tivities of cach.

Advertrsing and Marketing Commrttee. One
ol the most interesting contacts made during
the vedr has bheen in connection with the

Associated Business Papers, Inc. By means
of this contact which was made through Miss
Mary Louise Alexander, Chairman of this com-
mittee, members of S. L A, have been asked
to contribute a full page of reviews of books,
pamphlets and reports of general interest to
the business man, these reviews to appear
monthly in the magazine Ediforial policies,
plans and methods. The purpose of this pub-
lication to quote [rom the magazine itself is
“for the interchange of practical ideas on
business paper editing, to supply leads ana
suggestions for articles and editorials and to
make available condcensed informative data
from authoritative sources.”” Mr., F. M.
Feiker, Munaging Director and Secretary of the
Associated Business Papers, Inc., considers
S. L. A. on a par with the U. S, Supreme Court
and the League of Nations as an educational
factor in the world's affairs and as such is better
acquainted than anyone else with what 1s
necded and wanted in the world of business,
The opportunity presented through this me-
dium is one which should bring considerable
publicity to the Association.

Chemisiry and Physics. Lists of wanted and
duplicate material have been compiled and
circulated among members of this committee
thus enabling several libraries to secure
mateiial and neecled for their files A list of
second-hand book dealers has also been com-
piled and distributed. Miss Katherine Ashmun
is chait man of this Committee.

Electrical Engineering. Mrs Katherine May-
nard and her committee have been compiling a
“List of Recently published bibliographies in
Electrical Engincering, 1918-1928 "  This list
is in a way a supplement to the bibliography
published last year as Information Bulletin
No. 6, although it will be treated as an entirely
separate publication

English Usage. Mr. Ceorge W Lee is work-
ing on the besl ways and meane of making his
commuittec of more value Lo the Association as
a whole A “six-inch shelf'' on Business Eng-
lish1s in preparation,

Hiununating Eugineerinp.  NMiss E. Mae
Taylor and her committee will have ready as
usual Dy July the material for the yearly
bibliography on ‘‘[lluminating Engineering."
It may be interesting to note here that this
bibliography scems to fill a particular need in
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the hghting profession and requests for the
list and also for material is received from many
partsof the world.

Oil. Twenty-one companies and individuals
through the cndeaver of Mr. D Brown,
Chairman, are co-operating with the Burcau of
Mines in issuing the monthly Petioleum Bib-
Viography pubhished by that Buieau. Each
Company or mdividual has agreed to assume
the responsibility of going through a cercain
number of journals assigned them regularly
as the journals are ssued and of briefly index-
ing data on every arucle which they think
should be listed in the Bibhogiaphy  This data
15 then forwarded directly to the Burcau of
AMines in San Francisco on or before the Sth
of each month where it is corielated and pub-
lished Thiscommittee is alsu compiling & union
list of periodicals {or oil libraries.

Public Utilities This committee, of which
Miss Josephine Greenwood is Chairman, has
devoted Lhis year m sccuring publishers and
ptices of the material histed in the "Public
Utilities Sources of Information List " This
list is now in the hands of the Chairman of the
PPublication Committee for cunsideration as
to the advisability of issning it as an Inforima-
tion Bulletinof S I A,

Rubber. The 1928 Rubber Bibhography is
ready for publication as an Tnformation Bulle-
tin. Itisin the form of the bibliography issued
last year and 1epresents a great deal of hard
work on the pait of Miss Edith Shearer and
her Committee,

Transporlation. The various sub-committees
of this committee have for the most purt co-
operated with Mr, M, E. Pellett, Acting Chair-
man of the Committee during Mr. Armistead’s
illness, and Chairman of the Sub-committee on
Water Transportation, in preparing material
for his “Water Transportation Bihlingiaphy
and Guide to primary sources of Information
on Marine and Allied Sources.” A full account
of the work involved in conneciion with this
Iibliography will be found in a booklet entitled
“Water Transportation Bibliography,"” which
may be obtained from Mr, Pellett. In addition
to this bibliography the acting chairman has
isstted '‘Statistical data on the DPort of New
York District available in published and un-
published reports of The Pott of New York
Authority, 1920-1928"" a "Diicctory of Busi-
ness  Libraries supplementing  the Special
Libraties Directory, 1925 and American Library
Directory, 1927 and a list of "Company
Research Departments.”  These publications
may also be ohtained [rom NMr Tellett., The
sub-committee on Al Transportation of which
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Miss Widger is Chairman has submitted a
"“Bibliography on Air Transportation” cover-
ing material from January 1, 1928-May 1, 1929,
Inquiries in regard to the disposition of this
bibliography may be made to Miss Clara J.
Widger, Librarian, Fairchild Auplane Manu-
facturing Corporation, Farmingdale, N. Y.

In closing T wish to take this opportumty to
thank the Chairmen of the group committees
and also the members of these commuttees for
the splendid co-operation they have given me
this year in the work planned and accomplished
by the Commerual-Technical Group Without
this co-operation it would not have been pussi-
ble for the group to have made the progress as
set forth in this report

Ama C, MiicHiLL,
Chatrman.

Financial Group Report

The report of the Financial Group is one of
progress rather than finished piojects, One
accomplishment during the year was the Finan-
cial Library Eaxhibit at the convention of the
American Bankeirs Association at Philadelphia,
October 1-4, under the management of Miss
Ethel L Baxter and her committee. A hooklet
on “"The Bank Library" with a hst of tecom-
mended bhooks and periodicals was also pre-
pared for the exhibit. The interest shown, and
the number of requests for the booklet during
and since the exhibit, has convinced those who
helped to make it a success that a hbrary
exhibit is a very worthwlile undertaking at any
bankers convention whenever at all possible.
Funds for the exhibit were futnished by two
publishing houses and ten banks, and the
wilhngness with which the donations were made
showed very plainly the interest of the bankeis,

The Membership Committee under Miss
Jusepline Curry, chairman, has made a special
effort this year to interest the hibrarians of
investment houses, and the list of members,
and of those eligible for membership in the
Group, now numbers about 150.

Miss Marguerite Burnett, as chairman of the
Committee on Bibliography, has practically
completed for publication her '‘Bibliogiaphy on
Government Releases ' Another bibliogiaphy
which our Group may be allowed to claim is
that by Miss Eleanor Cavanaugh on “Stocks
and Bonds Sources." Miss Nichols has con-
tinued as chairman of the Committee on
Classification, and 1esults of her work will be
apparent at the Group program during this
convention. \hss Emma Boyer, as chairman
of the Program Committee, has helped greatly
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in providing an interesting Group program. and
publicity for the Group, both for the Exhibit
and the present convention, has been ably
handled by Miss Florence Wagner We feel
that we can report progress in Group unity
and a fine sphit of co-operation

Respectfully submitted,

ArLta B, CLAFLIN, Chairman.

Insurance Group Report

Eaily in March the chairman of the [n-
surance Group, Miss Pyrrha B Sheffield of the
Insurance Institute of Chicago, resigned the
position, and the duties connected with the
office for the remainder of the vear scemed auto-
matically to fall to the secretary, DMiss Shef-
field’s resignation was a great disappointment
to all membas of the group, as her active
interest and her efficient leadership had been
plainly manilest dwing the year and augured
well for very successful sessions of the group
at this convention.

Aside  ftom  considerable correspondence
aimed at the procurement of new members for
the Association and especially for the Insurance
Group, the fruit of which may not be immed-
iately in evidence, nothing of ymportance has
been attempted except the preparation and
publication of a bricef booklet an the organiza-
tion of an insurance hibrary. The committee
appointed for this work was composed of the
following librarians:

Miss Grace Stephens, Relail Crecdhit Companv,
Chairman

Miss AMary S. Allen, Provident Mutual Life
Ins. Co.

Miss Edith H. Sillence. Association of Life
Insurance Presidents

Miss Emily C. Coates, Travelers Insurance
Company

Miss Florence Bradley, Metropolitan Life Tns.
Co.

Mrs. Grace Child Bevan, Phoenix Mutual Life
Ins Co

Miss Lauta Woodward, Maryland
Company

Mrs, Ahee F. Fitzgerald, National Life Ins.
Co

Aliss Helen D
Life Insurance Co
The booklet was printed for the group by the

Retail Credit Company of Atlanta, (eorgia,

whose interest and cordial co-operation are

here giatefully acknowledged and recorded.

Casualty

Hertell, Connecticut (Generul
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Although it has been out but a few weeks,
numerous calls for copies of the booklet have
been received.  They may be obtained from
the [nsurance Department, Chamber of Com-
merce of the United States, from Miss
Reatha ITeeden, [I.ibrarian, Retail Credit
Comipany, Atlanta, or from the Secrctary of the
[nsurance Group.
Respectfully submitted,

(Mrs.) Arice F. FrrzGerawn,

Secretary.

Interim Report of the Secretary

The work of the Insurance Group during the
vear is remarkable for its quality rather than
its quantity, the main achievement being the
preparation of the booklet, “The Insurance
Libary,” by a commitlee ably headed by
Miss Grace Stephens of the Retail Credit
Company of Atlanta, that company very
generously providing for the pamphlet's pub-
lication. Miss Stephens' report, which 18 to
follow, and the document itself will attest the
eacellence of the work.

The activities of the Secietary have not been
notable Last fall some insurance press items
led to correspondence with the ill-fated Inter-
national Life of St. Lows and the Atlantic Life
of Richmond, but theit libiaries proved not
Lo he suffictently developed to warrant their
joining our association. Later our booklet was
sent the Atlantic Life and it may bear frut.

In January, \ss Sheffield wrote that the
Franklin Life of Springficld, Illinois, was
dropping its membership in the Association
and asked that the reason be ascertained The
Company stated that if later appropriate
quarters could he devoted to their collection
of printed material on insurance matters they
might be able to establish their library on a
working basis and send a repiesentative to the

convention. A copy of *The Tnsutance Li-
brary’ booklet has been sent them as cn-
couragement.

Invitation to join the S. L. A and the In-
surance Group have been sent to several other
librarians, brought to attention in various
ways, but with no affirmative results.

In January, Miss Ferguson of the Bank of
ftaly wrote Lo ask about the activities of mem-
bers of our Group as of interest in connection
with a comse of lectures she was to give to the
Library School of the University of California,
She was told about our booklet, then in prepara-
tion, and referred to Miss Flagy's compilation
as read at our meeting last year, and to Miss
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Freeman's various bibliographies. Her reply
was most appreciative.

Correspondence has also been carried on
with the John Hancock Mutual of Boston and
the American Central of Indianapolis, during
which copies of our new pamphlet were sent
out to them, but their libraries are not suf-
ficiently developed to justify their joining the
Association at this time.

A request for our booklet from the general
agent of the John Hancock Mutual in Port-
land, Maine, developed correspondence which
suggested the need for some sort of a list of
insurance books which should be recommended
to persons interested in starting a library.
This in turn led to placing a discussion of this
matter in our program for these meetings.

On March 13th came Miss Sheffield's news
of her resignation as chairman, very much
regretted by all members of the Group and
especially by the Secretary. who had looked
forward to serving under her efficient leader-
ship. With such groundwork of a program
as she had completed and with the whole-
hearted co-operation of all members of the
Group our present meetings have heen ar-

LIBRARIES

July-August, 1929

ranged, and, it is hoped, will be carried out
successfully.

At the request of the Association’s secretary
for an appointment from our Group to the
Hospitality Committee, Miss Bradley was
asked to serve. [t seems she was already vice-
chairman of the committee, but she 1s so pre-
emnently fitted to do double duty in that
direction that the appointment stands.

Miss Woodward has heen asked to have
charyre of collecting five copies of each report
and paper requested by the Secretary, Miss
Vormelker.

Mr. Handy has kindly consented to have
charge of delivering to the Secretary of the
Association such papers as it may be desirable
to have printed in the Library Journal.

To the very cordial co-operation and hearty
support of every member in the Group is due
whatever of success our sessions may attain
this year, and most hearty appreciation of it all
1s here recorded

Respectfully submitted,

Arick F. FITZ2GERALD,
Secretary.

Newspaper Group*

We are now entering upon our seventh annual
conference, and the Newspaper Group can
well be proud of its remarkable growth. Our
membership throughout the country is a good
indication of the wide interest that is being
shown, and my correspondence from far points
in Canada, as well as from the Coast, is a
barometer on which indicates our strength.
Seventeen new memhers have been added to
our roster during the year, making a total of
nincty-nine members The Membership Com-
muttee, however, has been very active and
many thanks should go to the chairman, Miss
Irene Swencicka and her associates for their
industrious and busincss-ike methods 1n
handling this assignment.

Other committees have also performed re-
markably well. Outstanding among them is
the one on Classification. The work accom-
plished so far on the subject of HEADINGS
will be of interest to all newspaper librarians,
Elaborate in scope, the finished product of this
work, when available, will be a boon to all
those who handle clippings  The chairman,

Mr, Joseph F. Kwapil, will be with us on this
occasion, and he will describe more fully the
results of his research.

Let us pause for a moment to pay Lribute to
the memory of Mrs. Mary Gieenc, librarian of
the Cleveland Plain Dealer, who passed away
on July 2, 1928, and to Joseph L. Crandell,
night librarian of the Boston Globe, who passed
away February 16, 1929, Mrs. Greene was
one of our staunch supporters, having attended
many of the group meetings  Mr. Crandell
attended the conference at Swampscott, and
had been active in the Boston chapter. Their
counsel and advice will be with us no more,
and the Newspaper Group feels their loss
deeply.

Local activities have not been overlooked.
In Boston librarians occasionally met and dis-
cussed group welfare, while in Philadelphia
and at other points many meetings were ar-
ranged. In New York the third annual dinner
was held on November 19  Representatives
from nearly all New York newspapers, includ-
g one from Camden, N J., were present. !

' *Presented as Review of the Year by Vaurice Symonds, Chairman of the Newspaper Group,
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have found that these get-together affairs
work for mutual advantage and stimulate
better understanding among librarians.

The Special Libraries Association 1s no more
in the infantile stage—n fact, it passed out of
that category several years ago. It 1s essential
to let the outside world know what 1s going on
in our organization. Qur President, Mr. Cady,
always with much foresight, appointed a News
Committce, to function during the year, and
especially prior to and during Convention time.
It was no more than prope: to select this com-
mittee from the Newspaper Group We are
assured that the committee will do all that it
can to give our association wide publicity.

We are very fortunate in having in the
Special Libraries Association's treasury suf-
ficient funds to carry on some useful work. We
thought Will C. Conrad's paper “Getting the
Things You Haven't Got,"” would be good for
republication, and a request was made to
reprint four hundred copies for distribution.
[ am certain that all of us find ourselves in a
predicament indicated by this title, and so this
article should be helpful to the entire field.
Another fnancial item was for stationery.
In checking up, we find these are the only two
expenditures for the year.

Qur former chairman mentioned the fact
that our foundation has been placed and we are
naw ready for the structure. We are happy to
report the structure is also now completed. It
is necessary for us to install equipment which
in addition to being modern is at the same time
of service to us all. It is only at these con-
vention meetings that we are able to know
what to place into the empty spaces; it 1s only
here that one finds the various ideas which each
considers the best for his or her uses Here they
are available to all who wish to take advantage
of them.

The selection of Washington as a gathering
place for the second time 1n succession is
regarded with interest by all of us. No better
thought could have been entertained by the
Special Libraries Association than in again
choosing the national capital for its annual con-
vention. This is gratifying, because at the last
annual meeting of the Newspaper Group, a
number of our members were so occupied with
sessions and confabs, that many of the glories
of the city were overlooked. The selection this
year affords them the oppoitunity for the sight-
seeing they were unable to do before, They
can now pick up the threads of unfinished
explorations, and observe more fully the in-
stitutions of the nation’s seat.
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Report of the Secretary

The Newspaper Group continued 1ts healthy
growth during the last vear, increasing in mem-
bership from 82 to 92. More newspapers each
year are making inquiiies regarding establish-
ment of a scientifically conducted library and
the Newspaper Group should continue to-in-
crease at a rapid rate.

Last year's convention was one of the most
helpful from the standpoint of both the pro-
gram and personal contact of librarians outside
of convention sessions. A committee on
classification was appointed with Mr. Joseph
F Kwapil, of the Philadel phia Public Ledger, as
chairman, Other members were Mr. D. G
Rogers, of the New York Herald-Tribune, and
Mr. Ford M Pettit, of the Detroit News, The
committee has made progress and has a report
for submission

The Secretary has started a scrap-book of
programs and publicity pertaining to news-
paper librares, thanks to contributions from
several of the older members The scrapbook
should be kept up and should prove of con-
siderable historical interest.

Forp M. PeTTIT,
Secretary-Treasurer

Report of Membership Committee

Here 5 good news from the Membership
Committee. At the time of the last convention,
held in Washington, in May, the membership
of the Newspaper Group numbered 82. Today
it numbers 99 with applications coming in
fronr time to time as a result of personal and
direct by mail solicitation

Personal calls were made by members of the
committee on prospects 1n nearby localities,
and 1n addition, a group of selected prospects
were solicited by mail Owver 150 letteis were
matled throughout the United States, later 4
follow-up was sent out with an enclosure,
“Getting the Thing You Haven't Got,” by
Wil C. Conrad

Up to date our present membership consists
of 4 Institutional, 58 Active and J7Associate—
total membership 99.

[RENE SWENCICKA,
Chairman.

Report of Methods Committee

This commttee has not heen kept very busy
so far as answering the queries of members is
concerned, which would indicate that no
serious problem has arisen in the various
newspaper libraries during the past year.
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It isinteresting to note, however, that fot the
first time since the organization of The News-
paper Group, much thought has been given by
various Schools of Journalism throughout the
country as to whether or not it would be ad-
visable to include a course in newspaper li-
brary training,

The University of Minnesota has alrcady
established a course in Newspaper Reference
Liliary work with Afteen students enrolled,
three men and twelve gitls  Miss Agnes J.
Petersen of this (roup was particulaily active
in planning this course  Others who con-
tributed were Ford M Pettit and Joseph F.
Kwapil, also Newspaper Group mecmbers, A
list of reference books used in this hbrary is
atiached for those who would like to sce 1t

Inquiries on newspaper librmy work have
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also been received from the University of
Missouri, Oklahoma City Univeisity, Univ-
ersity of Chicago, University of Montana, and
University of Illinois.  These letteis were
written Jduring the year to members of this
Group who answered them individually

It is rccommended that a chscussion be held
regarding  the advisability of encowaging
Schools of Journahsm to take up a Newspaper
Library Course, and whether o1 not we are in
a position to employ students who have finished
such a course Unless we can actually offer a
cerlain number of positions to these students
annually, it might be wiser for us not to en-
courage such courses, which is the recom-
mendation of this comnuttee.

Jonx H. MipLeg,
Chairman,

Group Meetings

Group Mecetings are presented as preparec
by the Group officials. The report of the
Newspaper Group will appear in a later issue.

Civic-Social Group

At the meeting of the Civic-Social Group of
the Special Libraries Association on the after-
noon of Wednesday May 15th, Harlean James,
Executive Secretary of the American Civic
Association, talked most interestingly on
“Planning and the Public.'” She also told the
Group something of the history of the Wash-
ington DPlan. See page 206 for Mrs. James'
address.

Congressman Ketchum of Michigan, who
spoke on “Law ObDservance” said that the
American people had a peculiar attitude, a
sort of reverence for law itself, and that as soon
as a law was passed at once turned their at-
tention to something else which would prob-
ably lead to future legislative measures. As
it is the individua! who counts most in these
United States, law observance must start with
the individual for legal sell-control 1s a funda-
mental principle in the American scheme of
government, and the centre of power in Ameri-
can government is in the individual's using as
his text a paraphrase of the 11th veise of the
119th Psalm—'"'Thy law oh wmy Country,
have T hid in my heart.” Mr Ketchum went
on to say that the prohlem of law enforcement
would pass away when the people could truth-
fully say and live this precept, and that the
obeying of such laws as pleased and the dis-
regarding of those which did not was “'selective

anarchy' wherein there 1s real danger. Our
many laws are the nccessary outcome of the
immense relationships of today, and referring
to the 18th Amendment Mr Ketchum said
that after the fever heat of discontent and try
out—for 1t is a failing of us as a pcople, that
on the day after a law 15 passed we wish it to
function perfectly or we become discowmaged
and want it changed—public sentiment fou
honest obsetvation will set 1, and the [aw will
be obeyed hecause it is the law of the land.
“"Enforcement'’ puts it on the other fellow:
‘‘observation’ comes through cducation and
persanal example and influence,

Miss Mary Anderson, Directon of the
Woman’s Bureau, spoke informally of the
problems caused by the substitution of machine
for human labor, and the laborer who 1s fifty is
over These problems may bhe partinlly
remedied by prohibiting the employment of
children under sixteen, by discontinuing night
work in manufacturing industrics, and by
enforang shorter hours of labor, ie., the eight
hour day. Stabilization of industry must come
through the pressute of public opinion.

Commercial-Technical Group

The first meeting of the Commercial-
Techmcal Group was that of the group Com-
mittee Chairman, held Sunday evening, May
12th, at the Mayflower Hotel, Washington,
D. C. At this meeting plans weie discussed as
to time and place of holding meetings of the
various group committees during the conven-
tion, A discussion also took place as to the
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best methods to be emploved in securing
matenal for the “List of Snuces of Statistical
Information " which 18 being compiled by the
(Giroup, without incuning too much duphication.
Another discussion whieh also came up at this
mecting was in regand to the future procedure
of the Comnutiee on English Usage and sug-
gestions were made that the Chanman of this
Committee, M, Lee, send out a round-tobin
in onler to secure the names and co-aperation
ol those busmess concerns which have pub-
lisheel correspondence manuals,

On Monday altemnoon, the first regular group
sesston was held n the Mayfloner Hotel with
the Chairman, Miss Matchill, presiding, At
this meenng the group was most {fortunate in
having Dr Clovd 1I Marvin, President of the
George Washington University, Washington,
D. C,, give the addiess of welcome. D, Mar-
vin's talk was both dehghtiul and inspuational,
The theme chosen for the group meetings was
“Looking ahead 1 Rescarch' and the two
speakets who followed Dr  Marvin on the
program weie particularly interesting in the
subjects they presented. Mr. Hugh (¢ Boutell,
Chief of the Information Seivice, ' S Burean
of Standards, in speaking of the "Activities of
the Burcau of Standards” mentioned some of
the work that has been carried on and is being
planned at the Bureau. Dr Julius H. Parmelee,
Dircctor, U, S, Bureau of Ralway Ecanomics,
told of the value of research in s talk on
“The Practical Applications of Rescarch to
Transportation Problems.” Before this meeting
adjourncd the Chairman appointed the fol-
lowing Nominating Committee.—Mr D F
Brown, Chairman, Miss Helen M. Craig, and
Mr, W, L, Powlison

Tour talks on Latin-American sources of
information in Commercial and Techmcal re-
search and a tea at which the conferees werc
projected suddenly from the consideration of
periodicals, pamphlets, hghway research, the
marketing of North American hairpins 1n
South American communities, and various side-
lights on effecting and maintaining contacts in
Latin-America, into an atmosphere glowing
with the reds, golds, greens, and blues of 15th
and 16th Century Peru, comptising perhaps
the most notable collection of Peruvian furni-
turc and paintings in North America, werc the
features of the round-table conference on
Tuesday afternoon, May 14th, of the Group
The conference was led by Miss Elizaheth O
Cullen, reference hibrarian of the Burcau of
Railway Economics, Washington, D. € The
first speaker, Miss Louisec Evans, hbrarian of
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the Bureau ol Public Roads, Washington, 1D, (.,
brought out the practical featmes of 1esearch
in inter-American highway aftairs that are
being carried on by the Bueau of [Mublic
Roads, including collection and exchange of
printed and other material and also provisions
that are bemg made for lighway specialists Lo
visit Latin-American countries cither in acl-
Viseny capacities ot Lo patticipate 1 ntensive
rescarch in particular problems  The second
speaker, Miss Janeiro \7 Brooks, eataloguer of
the Columbus Memorial Library of the Pan-
American Union, described briefly the pub-
hications of Latin-American governments and
publishing fitms of interest to workers 1
commercial and technical fields in this country,
discussing those available mm her hbrary and
how hest to obtain those desired by persons
outside of Washington,

The thitd speaker, Mr George J. Eder, Chief,
Latin-Amcrican Section, Division of Regional
Information of the U, S. Department of Com-
merce, outlined the work that his division is
doing ot is prepared to do 1n connection with
furthering trade relations with Latin-American
countries and acquiting and disseminating ac-
curate data on these countries. A pamphlet,
“Employment in Latin-America,” has been
prepared to answer the numerous incuiries
on that subject received by Mr, Eder's section,
and his survey of the evolution of cocoa-butter
from a valueless by-product of the cocea in-
dustry to an ncreasingly valuable basis of
the Jip-stick industry was one ol the unusual
developments in Latin-American commerce
touched upon in his talk. The fourth speaker,
Mrs. Frank Barrows Ifieyer, wife of Captain
Batrows Freyer, U. S, N., who headed a naval
mission to Peru several years ago, brought out
the cultural and artistic achievements of
Peruvians, while discussing geogiaphical and
cconomic characteristics of the country. Her
lecture was illustrated with lantern dlides,
many of which were of railwaye, nunes, banks,
universities, and government buwildings, these
heing of especial inlerest to those atiending the
meeting. After Mrs, I'reyer's talk the group
adjourncd te her home, 1771 Massachusetts
Avenue, where Mrs. Freyer was hostess at
tea and where the group spent some time in-
specting her Peruvian furmiture and paintings.
Hand-carved, leather-seated and backed chairs
and sofas of the period of the Viceroys, rare
chests and silver, and priceless paintings were
colorful witnesses of a vivid and vigorous
civilization AMis  Freyer is the only non-
Peruvian woman who has ever received the
Orcler of the Sun, with w hich she was decorated
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for her accomplishments in intellectual and
charitahle works during her stay in Peru.

The final meeting of the Group was held on
Thursday morning, May 16th, at the Mayflower
Hotel. Miss Mitchill, Chairman of the group
presided. The first speaker was Mr. Gordon
James, Chief of the Domestic Commerce Divi-
sion of the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic
Commerce, M1, James described the Domestic
Commerce Division as the research division of
the Bureau and told of some of its studies and
activities. A study, recently published, is the
*'Market Data Handhook of New England,”
which is arranged by marketing areas and
detailed by townships. Anyone interested in
problems of market measurcment will find it
useful. Other activities of the Divisions are
function analyses. Cost and distribution
studies arc being made and analyses are made
of the costs of wholesaling and retailing. An
animated discussion followed Mr. James' talk.
The next order of business was the presentation
of the reports of the various committees which
were given by the committee chairmen or ther
representatives. A Round Table discussion of
reference books as ‘‘first aids’ followed the
reports. The leaders of the discussion were Miss
Gravez of the New Jersey Zinc Company, Miss
Mattson of the Commonwealth Edison Com-
pany, Chicago, Miss Morley of the Industrial
Relations Counsellors, Inc., Mrs. Perkins of
the National Association of Manufacturers, Mr
Brown uf the Standard Oil Development Com-
pany, and Mr Dellett of the Port of New
York Authority. Miss Vormelker also pre-
sented a commumcation from Dr, Julian F,
Smith on a ‘“chemical first aid,” giving a de-
scription of a ''Reference Service,'" sponsored
by Dr. Smith, which supplies at a nominal cost
abstracts of periodicals and patents, and lLsts
of new books and pamphlets.

Mr. Brown, Chairman of the ‘nominating
committee, was then called upon to make his
report on the officers for the coming year,
which was as follows:—Chairman, Mrs. Jennie
Lee Schram, Research Manager, Illinois Cham-
ber of Commerce, Chicago, Il1.; Vice-Chairman,
Miss Alma C. Mitchill, Librarian, Public
Service Corporation of New Jersey, Newark,
N. J. Upon hearing this report a motion was
made and seconded that the Secretary cast
one ballot for the nominees. Mrs Schram,
upon taking the chair, outlined some of her
plans for the work of the Commercial-Tech-
nical Group for the coming year, after which
the meeting adjourned.
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Plans for Coming Year.

In the past the Commercial-Technical Group
ha= developed the technical side of the group
faster than the commercial. Tt would seem to
be the time to concentrate on the development
of the commercial side

The compiling of bibliographies, lists and
other tools has been a great piece of work and
one which should be continued; however, the
history of library tools has shown that a group
of librarians feeling the need for a certain tool
have volunteered to give their time to the work
of starting the job and carrying it along until
the value is recognized by some agency able
financially or peculiarly fitted to carry the
work ahead with the co-operation of the li-
brarians speciabzed in that line.

We should keep in mind that if there is an
agency, association, bureau or institute devoted
exclusively to a subject on which we are com-
piling a bibliography that this orgamzation
should have a special librarian whose duty it is
to assume responsibility for the regular com-
pilation of the libliographies.

First, we should see the need; co-operate to
fill the need; organize it and cstablish a stand-
ard, and then sell the idea to the one logical
place to carry on this work., Volunteer help
gets weary year after year of carrying on work
which has a market and is a continuous job.

The group is so scattered that a monthly
numeograph sheet, which would be in the
nature of—

Tech —Comm. Group
Round Table

could be published, and in it could be listed all
unanswerable questions, with the request that
other members having material on 1t should
immediately send it to librarians registeiing it.
Other items could be included which would get
the members better acquainted with cach
other’s fields and show them how to co-operate
There 1s room for more new sub-committees
on the commercial side ot the work. Membets
are asked for suggestions on new committees,
as well as what to include in the next program
A special letter will go out to cach member of
the group, covering both of Lhese subjects
JenyjE LEF ScHravL

Financial Group

The Financial Group of Special Libraries
Association opened its first session on Monday,
May 13th, 1929, at 2 p. m., having for its
theme “Investment Banking."”
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Miss Alta B. Claflin, Chairman, read a
report embodying the report of last year's
business.

“Inyvestment Research'’ was the interesting
paper read by Mis. Ada M. Mosher, Librarian,
Investment Research (orporation, Detroit,
Michigan, a copy of which is attached hereto.

Miss Gudrun Moe, Librarian of the Bankers'
Trust Company, New York, led the Round
Table discussion on “Corporation Files." The
various problems discussed embraced the
various types of materials collected, general
make-up of files, methods of filing annual re-
ports, circulars, etc., limitation of files, length
of time for keeping material, what to keep and
what to dispose of, the discarding of material
obsolete or madvisable to keep for any length
of time, and caie of clippings. Miss Savage,
Halsey, Stuart Company, Chicago, reported the
use of a straight alphabetical filing system for
all domestic reports and circulars and the filing
of foreign material under country. Miss
Cochrane, Chase National Bank of New York
City, described briefly her files which supple-
ment the work of the credit department by
housing information kept for its use: there is
no limit to the material collected on corpora-
tions but no file of annual reports is kept. Miss
Boyer, Union Trust Company, Cleveland,
stated her interest in collecting material for
Estates—Trust Department; their library keeps
no file of correspondence requesting informa-
uon but copies of all outgoing letters are filed
in order that precedent may be established
when a similar question is presented, Miss
Cavanaugh, Standard Statistics Corporation,
tepotted their files divided into two groups—
standard and miscellaneous~—all circulars and
reports of an important nature being kept in
standard file and material of a more ephemeral
nature being in nuscellaneous file; a straight
alphabetical system is used; all reports and
circulats carefully charged when removed from
file and equally as carefully discharged when
returned to the files. Miss Henderson of
Lazard Fréres, discussed the subject of clip-
pings, stating that her library clips all maga-
zines and newspaper reports. This brought
forth a discussion of methods used in keeping
clippings, disclosing that while some binders
were used, most clippings are cared for in
folders.

The consensus of opimon resulting from the
discussion of the topics presented by Miss Moe
was that it would not be feasible to make any
change in the present systems of filing in use
by thaose interested in corporation files.
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The problem of securing annual reports
promptly from coi1porations was discussed and
Miss Mae presented an exhibit of the method
used at the Bankers' Trust Company, wherewn
the months of the year are numbered con-
secutively 1 to 12; e. g., annual report due in
February, folder has clip numbered ‘3" repre-
senting the month of March—indicating that
in March a check must be made to ascertain
whether or not the report due in February has
been received—thus insuring an early check
on any mssing report.

Miss Burnett, Libraiian of the Federal Re
serve Bank of New York, reported the com-
pletion in mimeograph form of the Bibliography
of Government Releases, the number af copies
being limited, however, so not for general dis-
tribution. The list is to be printed later by
Publication Committee and will be available
at about $2.00 per volume.

The motion was made, seconded, and a
unanimous vote of thanks given Miss Burnett
for her splendid assistance in the preparation of
this Bibliography.

Miss Baxter, American Bankers' Association
Chairman of the Exhibit Committee, made a
report of the Library Exhibit held in con-
junction with the American Bankers' Associa-
tion Convention in Philadelphia last year, a
complete report is attached.

The second session of the Financial Group
was held Wednesday, May 15th. 1929, at
2p.m.

Miss Claflin, Chairman, upon opening the
meeting, read a telegram of greetings from
Miss Margaret Reynolds, in Riverside, Calif.
The message also urged Institutional member-
ship rather than Active membership for Special
Librarians.

The need of a new and up-to-date directory
of financial libraries was next reported. Miss
Josephine Curry, Redman & Co, New York,
reported preparation of such a hst but nol
available for distribution. The suggestion was
made that some financial institution be
charitable enough to prepare the list in mimeo-
graphed form for general distribution. A
motion was made and accepted o put this
question into the hands of incoming administra-
tion for action,

The question of a financial library exhibit
for the Investment Bankers Association meet-
ing this year was brought before the meeting.
Motion made and accepted to appoint Miss
Margaret Reynolds, Milwaukee, as chairman,
and Miss Virginia Savage, Halsey, Stuart Co.,
Chicago, with others they may select as a com-
mittee to investigate the advisability of such
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an exhibit in conjunction with the Inyestment
Bankers’ Association convention,

Mr RBay O, Hall, Assistant Chief, Finance
and Tovestment civision, 1" § DBureau of
Foreign and Doinestic Commerce, addressed
the group on Foragn Investments in our Bal-
ance of Payments He started out with the
birth of Lalance of payments ac the suggestion
of Mr. Herbert Iloover in 1021, also he re-
ported that the United States had a sort of
balance of payments as early as 1919. Pur-
pose and method of balances of payments was
outhned by My, Hall Tables of compilations
were eahibited  Copies of the 1927 Balance of
[nternational payments of the United States
distributed.

Miss Eleanor Cavanaugh, Standard Statis-
tics Corporation, New York, reported the
completion of Bibliography on Stocks and
Bonds, The abstract attached was presented
as a preface to the bibhography.

Classification for financial hbraries was the
final subject for discussion at Lhe meeting.
Miss Ruth G. Nichols, Chaitman ol the com-
mittee, read her report of the progress made
and then turned the floor over to Mr. W P
Cutter, Baker Library, Ilarvard University,
that he nught tell some of the accomplish-
ments of the classification of the Baker Li-
brary, which the May issue of SPECIAL LI-
BRARIES summarized in a general way. Part
on Government made by Mrs. Glidden finished.
Changes and expansions proposed by M1, Cut-
ter of the outline of Social Sciences (Letter I
in Library of Congress classification). Partial
classification of Inancial Management, to-
gether with tentalive outline submitted
Criticism of a destructive as well as con-
structive natwe invited. Suggestions for form
of binding in final form requested to supple-
ment a loose leaf arrangement with thumb
indexes which Mr, Cutter now has in mind.
When classification will he finished-—question
not Lo be asked—for 1t is not known, [Miss
Nichol's report attached] [Partial classification
of financial management attached.]

Report of nominating committee submits
the following names for officers during the
coming vear

Chairman—2Jiss Gudrun Moe, Libiarian,
Bankeis Trust Co., New York City, Vice-
Chairman—>iss Laura Gage, Librarian, Cen-
tral Trust Co., Chicago; Sccietary—Miss
Margaret Cochrane, Librarian, Chase National
Bank, New York.

Motion made and seconded that the nomina-
ting committee report be accepted, and that
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secretary cast hallot electing officers for coming
year,

Miss Claflin, retiring chairman, offered the
floor to Miss Gudrun Moe, who made a few
closing remarks and the meeting adjourned

Insurance Group

At the first meeting of the Insurance Group
at 2 P. M, on Monday, May 13, Mr. D, N
Iandy was made temporary chauman, Miss
Pyrrha B Sheffield of the Insuiance Institute of
Chicago having resigned her position with that
library and as chairman of the gioup in March.
Eleven menibers of the group and a number of
guests were present.

No objections being heard, the secretary’s
repoit of the meetings of the group in 1928 was
not read.

In the absence of Miss Grace Stephens of the
Retail Credit Company of Atlanta, her report
as chairman of the special committee appointed
to prepare and publish a pamphlet on the es-
tablishment of an insurance library was reacd
by the sccretary, who called upon the present
librarian of the Retail Credit Company to
1eport on the number of copies of the hooklet
called for and sent out, which was as {ollows;
by the Retail Credit Company, 100; by the
Inswance Department of the Chamber of Com-
merce of the United States, about 75; by the
secretary, 11

Motion was made Ly Miss Bradley that the
report and pamphlet be accepted as the begin-
ning of the work and that a committee he ap-
pointed to [ollow up the work begun and take
any further action in connection with the
pamphlel as the demand for it appears. The
motion was duly seconcled and carried.

Miss Hertell presented the following resolu-
tion, which was unanimously adopted:

* Resolved, That whereas at the meeting
of the Imsurance Group of Specal Li-
haries Association, May 21, 1928, it was
suggested that a bhookler on the organiza-
tion of an insurance hibrary be prepared
by the group, and whereas The Retail
Credit Company of its own volition has
printed and distributed this booklet at
its own expense, a vole of thanks be ex-
tended to The Retail Credit Company for
their generous service in issuing this boolk-
let, which has proven of much interest andl
information, and that the Secretaiy of this
group be instructed to convey the ap-
preciation anc thanks of the Tnsurancc
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Group of the Special Libraries Association
to The Retail Credit Company for its
services

In presenting the gentleman on the after-
noon’s program the chairman said:

“I suppose there is no subject of more 1m-
portance to insurance companies of every class
than the subject of aviation. It has come upon
us with a suddenness that has almost taken our
hreaths away. Fire companies, casualty com-
panies, life companies, and transportation com-
panies arc all interested in the problems that
aviation presents to insurance,—in fact avia-
tion has come almost as a challenge to insur-
ance because of the many vital and new con-
tingencics it presents. For that reason 1 think
we are Lo be congratulated in having to speak
to us today Mr, Edward P. Howard, Chief of
the Air Regulations Division, Bureau of
Aeronautics, Department of Commerce, on the
subject ‘‘Aircraft Accidents.”

Mr, Howard's address was extremely in-
teresting and instructive and called forth a
nummber of questions from mentbers of the
group, to all of which Mr. Howard responded
very fully.

The thanks of the meeting was expressed to
Mr Howatd for his excellent paper.

The interim report of the secretary was read
and adopted, with thanks to her for her double
tluty during part of the year.

""Publicity for the Specialized Library Inside
and Outside the Organization’' was presented
by Miss Bradley in the thought-provoking and
inspiring manner which always marks her con-
tributions to the group mectings. In the dis-
cussion which followed various means for se-
curing publicity and stimulating interest in the
actual use of insurance material were suggested,
the main chance seen‘mlg to lic in interesting
the publicity men of such companics as have
them and securing their co-operation as tech-
nical experts in advertising, this alrcady having
been done to some extent in the Travelers'
Insurance Company. The newspapers werc
reported as being apparently little interested
in library activities and librarians, even where
meetings had taken place with speakers of
renown on their programs.

The recital of a typical day’s work in the
libraries of Miss Coates of the Travelers, Miss
Heeden of the Retaill Credit Company, and
Miss Woodward of the Maryland Casualtly
Company evidenced the many activities and
diversified problems in the program of the
special librarian from day to day, and showed

SPECIAL LIBRARIES 231

the efficient manner in which these specific
libraries serve their companies.

At the conclusion of the regular program Miss
Keller of the Committee on Classifications made
an appeal for an insurance classification, and
in the general discussion which (ollowed Mr.
Handy suggested that on account of the in-
creasing cdemand we were pethaps reaching a
point where an all-insurance scheme of classifi-
cation should be worked out. In a library like
the Insurance Institute of New Yotk, which
undertakes to cover all branches of insurance,
such a scheme would be tremendously helpful.
[t would, however, be a big task to combine
all three branches of insurance, and no scheme
would “Stay put'’ very long. It would have to
be something which starts with certamn funda-
mentals and can grow with the development of
the literature of the husincss, A general com-
mittee on classification might therefore be
desirable, Different members spoke of the
classification in usc in their librares.

There being no further business for consider-
ation, the meeting adjourned until Tuesday at
2 P. M.

At the Tuesday afternoon secssion twelve
group membets and 1 number of gtests wete
present,

Miss Edith H Sillence of the Association of
Life Tnswrance Presidents read a résumé of a
comprehensive rescarch she has made on
“Source Material on [usurance in the Archives
of the Federal Government.' This covered the
period from 1913 Lo 1921 and revealed the
possibility of a valuable woirk of considerable
magnitude. Tt was undertaken at the sug-
gestion of Mr. Handy, who in commenting on
it said: ' was thinking at the time I asked
Miss Sillence to do this work that in view of the
fact that the United States Government rloes
not have any immaediate contiol over insurance
and as a rule only steps 1n when taxation or
particular supervisory action is required in
emergencies, as in the case of gieat wars, she
would find the bulk of this information during
war times, and that was why T suggested that
she start with the Spamsh-American War,
1 do not know why I did not say the Revolu-
tion, and I think now that Miss Sillence has
become absorbed in it there 1s possibly a life
work here amd that she should perhaps start
with the Warof 1812, [ think it is quite delight-
ful that Miss Sillence has found a lifelong career
here and that she enjoys it, because I really
think there is an opportunity for a real con-
tribution to the field of insurance indexing,
and if this repurt can eventually cover the
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entire period, perhaps back to the 1812 period,
it will give us a very wonderful insight into the
Government’s connection with insurance.

Upon motion of Miss Swerig it was voted to
accept Miss Sillence’s paper as a report of
progress and to authorize its continuance.

The outstanding insurance books of 1928-
1929 were exccllently reviewed by Miss Mary S,
Allen of the Provident Mutual, with brief
biographical notes on many of the authors, A
discussion of the merits of several of the books
led to the suggestion by Miss Swerig that we
ought to make a list of books we would like to
have written, and that the author was a most
important thing. Miss Bradley said many men
have books in mind to write and need only a
request from a publisher Mr Handy sug-
gested that the ideal author comhination would
be a man of affairs and a pedagogue Among
the subjects suggested on which there is need
of books were Agency Law, Brokerage, and
Casualty Insurance Accounting. Upon motion
of Miss Bradley, duly seconded, it was voted
that a committee, with Miss Swerig as chair-
man, be appointed Lo investigate subjects
which are not in printed books and communi-
cate the list to publishers and see if some ar-
rangements can be made to have them pub-
lished, Miss Swerig to appoint her own com-
mittee and report at the next meeting

“Old Periodicals: Their Care and Preserva-
tion'' was the topic for discussion introduced by
Miss Swerig of The Insurance Society of New
York, being suggested by the attempt in her
library to catalog the large number in store
there.  After explaining the method used
(titles alphabetically arranged—a permanent
record on cards, not in the regular catalog—
shelf list cards—use of a diagram showing
titles and dates for ready reference) she re-
ferred to the interesting history of insurance
periodicals and suggested ‘“The History of In-
surance Journalism” as the subject for a
thesis or some less pretentious paper, saying
that next year some student might be found at
Columbia to take up the subject. She then
gave some very intercsting details concerning
the early insurance periodicals from the house
organ started in 1850 by Gillette, an insurance
agent in Boston, and the first real trade paper,
Tucketl's Monthly Insurance Journal, pub-
lished in 1852, to the Wall Street Underwriter
(the Weekly Underwriter of today) published
in 1859, She reported that the American
Antiquarian Society at Worcester has a com-
plete set of Tuckett's, which ran ten years.
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This was followed by an extended discussion
of ways of binding and preserving periodicals
and the value of different preservatives for
leather bindings.

Miss Hertell of the Connecticut General pre-
sented the other topic for discussion, ‘‘Sources
of Titles for Book Purchases.” Among the
sources developed by the discussion were
publishers' Mists and advertisements, Pub-
lishers’ Weekly, American Economic Review,
Domestic A1r News, and a subscription to one
card of each Library of Congress insurance
book cataloged.

To supply at least a starting point for a list
of books on insurance to aid in the formation of
a library, three lists covering life, fire, and
casualty insurance were presented respectively
by Mrs. Bevan of the PPhoenix Mutual (by
Miss Hertell in her absence), Mr. Handy of
The Insurance Library Association of Boston,
and by Miss Pressmen of the National Bureau
of Casualty and Surety Underwriters, While
the possibility of inviting trouble by the putting
out of such a list, if later compiled and put i
usable form, was recognized, it seemed possi-
ble to make use of it as a merely tentative list,
subject to future changes and additions.

The election of officers was the last item on
the program, and this resulted 1n the casting of
unanimous votes for Miss Mabel B, Swerig of
The Insurance Society of New York as chair-
man of the group and for Miss Laura A, Wood-
ward of the Maryland Casualty Company of
Baltimore as secretary.

Adjournment was then voted.

Museum Group

The first meeting of the Museum Group of
the Special Libraries Association was held in
the Mayflower Hotel on May 14, 1929, 1liss
[sabel L. Towner of the Smithsonian Institu-
tion acted as chairman. In order to elect
permanent officers, Miss Gay, of the American
Museum of Natural History; Miss Matthen-
son of the Frick Art Reference Library, and
Miss Lucas of the Fogg Museum, were ap-
pointed members of a nominating committee.

Miss Towner explained how she and Miss
Taylor of Cleveland had discussed last year
the need of a museum group, to handle special
problems, and how this gathering was the out-
come of their conversation.

Mr. Fletcher, acting president of S. L. A,
welcomed the new group to that organization,

Mr. Coleman, director American Associa-
tion of Museums, spoke about the advisability
of such a group. He stressed the specialized
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subjects with which museum librarians Accessions
deal‘, th.e possibility of calling on organized *Are there picture collections? 1f so, how
bodies like the American Association of Mu- kept?

seums, Special Libraries Association and the
American Library Association for help in
specific problems, and the help that the group
could give to A.A.M., as, for instance, in pro-
viding articles for the magazine page of Museum
News.

Miss Towner announced, to Miss Hutchin-
son's surprise, that in the absence of Mr.
Clifford, Miss Hutchinson had been delegated
by him to lead the round table discussion of
questions sent in by librarians prior to the
meeting.

Miss Taylor gave a talk on ““The Museum
Group, its purpose and plan," explaining why
S.L.A., was chosen as the organization with
which to affiliate, and for what S.I..A. stands.
See page 209 for Miss Taylor's address.

Miss Hutchinson raised the question whether
art and natural history museum librarians
have enough in common to warrant being in
the same group. Miss Towner felt that the
question could be answered after the round-
table discussions.

At the round table the questions discussed
were selected from a list sent the chairman by
various librarians, at her request. Of the list,
those starred wete touched on. The grouping
according to subject was done by the chairman,

Questions for Museum Group
Round Table

Administration.

*How are outside funds secured for the
Library?

*[s publicity used to make the library better
known to the general public?

*Is the library centralized or are there
sectional or departmental libraries? If
so, how administered?

Does the library manage the exchange rela-
tions of the library?

*Does the librarian rank as a curator?

*[s a library committee necessary?

Reference

How far should a library staff go toward
doing reference work for a curator?

Are bibliographies compiled? If so, of
what nature and what use is made of
them?

*Is general public encouraged to use library?
(Seeabove.)

Is any record kept of reference guestions
asked and answered?

Who decides what is to be ordered?

Is the purchasing of books done in the li-
brary? What records kept?

Cataloging
*Are duplicates kept? If so, what disposal
made of them?
*What is done with reprints?
*What system of classification is used?
*What is definition of volume? of pamphlet?

How much analysing is done?

How much time is library justified in spend-
ing on analysing, reprints, etc.? indexing
of periodicals?

What botanical and agricultural literature
is covered by D, A. cards? by L. C.
cards?

Loan Work

What has been experience with inter-
library loans? Who takes charge of them?
Who pays for expense of inter-library
loans?

What system is used for charging books to
curators? To outsiders? Any time limit?
Over-due notices?

*Are shefves open? To whom?
*Are books loaned on long time deposit to
departments?

Are reference books ever lent?

Bindery

In binding when there are supplements to
periodicals constituting a separate pub-
lication, are they bound when issued? at
end or entirely separate?

General

What is the practice about talks to visiting
classes, clubs, cte.? Does the docent or
member of library staff give talks on
library material, fine printing, book
illustration, etc.? This suggested by
librarian of art museum but might apply
to any museum.

What proportion of general museum at-
tendance does the library get?

What statistics are kept?

What report is made and to whom?

The second meeting, on Wednesday, May
15, was held also in the Mayflower Hotel, Miss
Towner presiding.

Dr. Wetmore of the National Museum read
a paper on the National Museum and its
Library. See page 203 for Dr. Wetmore's
address.

Miss Towner announced that Mr. Dana
has been invited to speak, but that he had




234 SPEC1AL

been unable to attend. He was, however, much
interested in the new group, being one of the
founders of the S.L.A. She had also had a
letter evincing interest from the South Ken-
sington Museum,

Reports were given of libraries of museums
as follows:

Newark Museum—Thelma Brackett

Roosevelt House, New York—Miss Nora
E Cordingley

Museum of the American Indian, Heye
Foundation (James B, Ford Library)}—
Miss Ruth Gaines

American Muscum of Natural History—
Miss Hazel Gay

Brookiyn Muscum -Miss Susan Hutchin-
S0

Fogg Art Museum—Miss Louise E. Lucas
(Miss Lucas spoke also of the wotrk of
the art indexcommuttee)

Brooklyn Childien’s Museuin— Mrs, Delia
I AMeCluskey
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Frick Art Reference Library—Miss Mat-
thewson

Buffalo Museum of Science— Mrs, Lloyid
Josselyn

Cleveland Museum of Natural History—
Miss Minnte White Taylor

Mr. Smith of the American Association of
Muscums spoke about an index which he has
been preparing for a number of years, to
gather into one index the sources of biograph-
ical material on artists, Such a work, if avail-
able, would be invaluable, He is listing articles
not only in mugazines and other periodicals
but in standard reference books as well.

Miss Rankin, a former president of S LA,
welcomed the new group to the organization.

The nominating committee reported their
choice of officers:  Miss Towner as chairman
and Miss Tavlor as seerctary. By common
consent the recomniendation of the committee
was accepted. Adjournment followed.

Reports of Committees, 1928-29

Following the usual custom the reports of the
various committees were submitted in manifuld
form and distributed during the sessions. The
Committees on Continuation Reading and
Training for Librarianship did not make re-
ports this year, and the Committees on News
and Index to Legislation submitted reports in
manuscript after the conclusion of the con-
ference

Classification

May, 1929

From May, 1928 to May 1st of this year, we
have received twenty-six gifts, ranging from a
268 page classification for the social sciences
to a single page for dyes. Fifteen of the gifts
came from the private collection of Mrs.
Schram, Mr Armistead sent two, while one
cach, came from Miss Bemis, Mrs. Bevan,
Miss Caison, Miss Greenwood, Miss Gruner,
Mrs. Maurer, Mr. Pellett, and the Rochester
Gas and Electric Co. The Free Library of
Philadelphia presented us with photostat
copies of the pages devoted to classification in
Cannons' Bibliography of Library Science.

Qur requests for information have been
sixteen, the subjects being. Chemical en-
gineering, Dyes and dyeing, Finance; Fire
insurance engineering; Forestry; Industries

and occupations, Insurance (twice); Law
(twice), Power plant engineering; Real estate;
and four miscellancous requests.  In about
half of the cases it was necessary to seck aid,
which was generously given by membets of the
Association and other lLibrarians, We have
received eleven acknowledgments cxpressing
gratitude for the help given, or appreciations of
the cfforts made.

The letter file of the Chairman has been in-
creased by aboutl 200 letters received or sent
out. This figure does not include some long
hand letters and the carbon copies used to
expedite the work, or report its progress. As
the Chairman is generally her own typist, the
letters represent no little work.

Other work carried by the Chairman in-
cludes acting as the S. L A. representutive on
the Committee on Cataloging and Classifica-
tion of the A 1.. A., and presitling over a reading
class in classification for the Special Libraries
Council of Philadelphia. While the latter is
local work, it is also an experiment performed
in the general interests of the Association. Miss
Rebecca Rankin of the Committee on training,
hearing that the Philadelphia Council had some
idea of trying the conference mecthod for li-
brary education, urged it Lo attempt the ex-
perintent. The reading class, meeting every
two weeks, is the result of the classification
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conferences held in January and February.
It is too soon to calculate results. The regular
attendance is sma]l, but shows kcen interest.

The Classification Committee of the Finan-
cial Group will make its second report at a
group session of this convention. That 1t has
performed a real service is evident to those
who have read the Classification issue of
SPECIAL LIBRARIES, The call for a
classification number came as the 1esult of the
reading of the Group Committec's first report,
and shows the interest which extended even
beyond the Financial Group.

The contribution of your Chairman to the
Classification issue of SPECTAL LIBRARIES
was ‘‘Classification Evaluated,” an outline of
the work confronting this Comumnittee, the
means of meeting it, and the possibilities for
improving the service The original draft was
prepared for presentation to the sectional
chairmen of the Commetcial-Technical Group,
through Miss Mitchill, the Group Chairman.
Unfortunately it was not possible to do follow-
up work with the various chairmen, and the
results, thus far, have been slight; but our
reference work cannot be slighted, nor can it
be controlled as to time or occasion (Since
May 1st, when this paragraph was drafted,
Miss Ashmun of the Chemistry and Physics
Section has sent in four classifications from her
group, and more are promised. The requests
for classifications have also jumped in these
few days )

The Bibliography on Classifications pro-
gresses under the care of Miss Bonsall and
Miss Helen Rankin. Tentative subject headings
have becn assigned to most of the entries, and
further progress is awaiting the attention of
the Chairman, who as the referecnce worker,
is needed at the final consultation, This work,
so nccessary to the Committee, carried on at
considerable personal inconvenience, without
the stimulus of direct contact with those
benefited, deserves honorable mention and the
gratitude of the Association.

Miss Sullivan, our Bostun representative,
also labors under difficulties in being separated
from the other members of the Committee,
and from its records. It is thanks to her that
spectal classifications used in Boston libraries
are well represented in our collection.

It would be well if we had similar official
representatives in other cities, but to do this
successfully requires more aid in dispensing
information and duplicating records than the
Chairman can, at present, obtain, Proper
organization and co-ordination of the work in
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classifications can only come from greater
participation in the respansibilities.

Mr. Brigham, in his recent article in the
Library Journal, aptly says our Association
stresses the research and mformation part of
library work, rather than its technique. Is
classification no more than technique? Is it
not the inseparable accompaniment of research,
a co-ordinating [ramework for information?
But putting aside arguments, who will help
us with classifications for our special ficlds if
we weakly 1efuse to help ourselves?

Lourse KELLFR,
Chawrman.

Co-operation with the Library of
Congress Survey of Special
Collections

Your committee submits in liew of a 1eport
of its activities a briel survey of some of the
difficultics encountered 1n connection with the
development of a Special Collections Catalogue.

This  Special Collections  Catalogue  was
planned as an auxiliary to the larger progiam
of the Union Catalogues, which constitutes
project D of the Library of Congress, and for
which an appropriation has been made avail-
able from the Rockefleller Foundation. The
work of Special Collections made an admirable
beginning under the direction of Dr, William
Dawson Johnston, who had one full time
assistant and a typist to aid in the compilation
It was, however, seriously interrupted during
the winter by Dr. Johnston's long illness and
subsequent death. The undertaking was then
inherited by Mr. Ernest Kletsch, under whose
able hands the Union Catalogues are taking
shape. Mr. Kletsch's department has now in
ils possession a recorcd of special collections,
which is the result of replies to about 60 per cent
of the questionnarics previously sent out Lo all
libraries from the Library of Congress LEven
in ils present form the record is of great value,
but it will be neccessary to cvaluate these
returns, to sift with care and precision the
valuable and rare from the obvious and less
useful material, to exercise the greatest selective
judgment and discrimination so Lthat only such
collections may be included as are of national
importance and are freely and unreservedly
available to students and research workers.

The natural outcome of this undertaking
would be the publication of a volume containing
the record as thus organized and evaluated.
Such appears to be the intention of the Library
of Congress, for Dr. Pitman in that section of
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his annyal report in which he describes the gift
of Mr. Rockefeller for carrying out these
projects states that "such a directory is, of
course, to show scholars and investigators not
where to look for individual books, but where
they are most likely to find in abundance the
material connected with their studies. The
practical value of such a list was first demon-
strated by the publication of Lane and Bolton's
Notes on Special Collections, issued by the
Harvard University Library in 1892. What was
“virtually a new edition' of that work, the
Johnstone-Mudge Directory (published in 1912
as Bulletin 495 of the U. S. Burcau of Educa-
tion), established such a list as a recognized
and indispensable tool."”

To develop a comprehensive and scholarly
volume from the record in its present form an
editorial staff is necded. This staff should at
least be no smaller than the omne originally
appointed, and should be able to give all its
time and effort to the undertaking, with
opportunities for consultation with specialists
in various fields. Special library staffs, as every
one knows, are always too small to carry on
with any degree of ease even the routine work
required of them, so that any additional
burden creates a state of more or less serious
emergency. An additional burden such as
would be imposed by the active co-operation
of a special libraries' committee in the elabora-
tion of a volume on special collections could
not be assumed without injustice to the regular
work of the co-operating libraries or librarians.
It should also be borne in mind that no special
library has an appropriation for such additional
labor.

ELsiE RACKSTRAW,
Charrman.

Exhibits

During the past year the following library
exhibits have been displayed:

(1) At the Annual Congress of the National
Safety Council held in New York, October 1-5,
1928, the library exhibit was under the direction
of Miss Mary B, Day, librarian of the National
Safety Council, and showed the work of the
National Safety Council Library in bringing
to the attention of its members accident
prevention literature and other items of
interest in the consetvation of human life in
the factories, on the streets, in the homes and
schools: This was the ninth year that the
Council library has maintained such an
exhibit.
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(2) The S. L. A. Financial Group presented
an interesting library exhibit at the Convention
of the Amcrican Bankers Association held in
Philadelphia, October 1-4, 1928, Miss Ethel
Baxter, librarian of the American Bankers
Association, was chairman of the committee on
arrangements, This exhibit which was financed
entirely by publishers and member banks of
the A. B. A. was for the purpose of displaying
a completely organized financial library in
actual operation and of stressing the value of
trained library service in banks and other
financial organizations. The Committee pre-
parerd a 23-page hooklet entitled ‘'The Bank-
Library—WHhat it is and what it does"” describ-
ing the place of the library in a business or-
ganization and containing also & classified list
of latest books, periodicals, trade and financial
services, and aids in selecting business books
most needed by the bank library. Over one
thousand of these booklets were distributed
at the convention, It is inleresting to note
that many banks sent special representatives
to view this exhibit with the idea in mind of
establishing libraries within their own organiza-
tions. This is the third time a library exhibit
has been displayed at an A B. A, Convention.

(3) A model business library was set up
at the Annual Convention of the National
Association of Manufacturers, held in New
York, October 22-24, 1928, This exhibit was
general in scope since it was impossible to pre-
sent a typical manufacturing library due to the
varied manufacturing industries represented.
The exhibit was in charge of Miss Alma C,
Mitchill, librarian, Public Service Corporation
of New Jersey, Mrs. Agnes Perkins, librarian,
National Association of Manufacturers, and
Miss Elizabeth B. Wray, librarian, United
States Rubber Company.

(4) At the invitation of the Board of
Education of the city of New York, the
Municipal Reference Library, the Bureau of
Libraries under Mr. Claude Leland, and the
Supervisor of School Work of the New York
Public Library, Miss Mabel Williams, ex-
hibited together in one booth at the United
Parents Association Exposition in Grand
Central Palace, February 23-March 2, 1929,
The exhibit was prepared with the parents and
teachers in mind. The purpose was to show
how these libraries assisted the schools in their
educational work, The Municipal Reference
Library by means of city departmental reports,
maps of various kinds, books relating to New
York City, stressed the work done in the study
of civies. A special circular was prepared for
distribution.
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With each year bringing more requests for
fibrary exhibits the time seems to he at hand
when plans should be formulated for the pio-
cedure of all future exhibits, With this idea in
mind the Exhibit Chairman called a meeting on
February 19th of those who had had charge of
library exhibits for the purpose of discussing
ways and means. This meeting was held in the
Library of the Standard Staristics Company
and the following librarians were present:
Niss Ethel Baxter, Miss Marguerite Burnett,
Miss Eleanor Cavanaugh, Mrs Carolyn
Faltermayer, Miss Josephine Greenwood, and
Miss Alma Mitchill.

The question of the best means of financing
exhibits was discussed. In many instances
such as the American Bankers Association, the
American Gas Association, the American
Electric Railway Association, the National
Safety Council, and the National Association of
Manufacturers, the expenses involved have
been taken care of either by the member com-
panies or by the Associations holding the con-
ventions. However, in other instances it will
he necessary for the exhibit to be wholly
financed by the Special Libraries Association
as in the case of the National Electric Light
Association and the Annual Exposition of
Women's Arts and Industries should the
association decide to exhibit, The question of
exhibiting at both these expositions has
recently been presented to the Chairman. In
order to exhibit at the National Electric Light
Association, our association would have to
become a class “F" member with minimum
dues of $10 per anuum, as one of the funda-
mental requirements governing an N, E L. A,
exhibit is that the company or association
making application for space be a member of
the Association. We should also have to pay
for our space at the rate of 65 cents per squarc
foot. The rate for space charged by the
Exposition of Women's Arts and Industries is
$2 50 pe1 square foot or $103 and up for a booth
according to its size and location. There is no
doubt hut that a library exhibit and the con-
tacts gained Lhereby at either of these ex-
positions would prove of inestimable value to
our association. The question is—how are these
exhibits to he financed® Is out association
teady Lo spend money for advertising in this
way? I should be very glad to have a dis-
cussion of the practicability of such an ex-
penditure.

Besides the question of financing which was

discussed at this meeting 1t was decided to
have a committee appointed within each group
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to be on the lookout for impot tant conventions
at which hibracy exhibits might he held. In
this connection, it was suggested that if the
Convention happened to bein a city where there
wdas a strong and large group of Special Li-
brarians, that these librarians offer to take
charge of the information booth for the con-
vention, and in this way not only gain con-
siderable publicity fot the association but alse
put across the idea of the value of a company
library to business concerns. Another sug-
gestion for publicity was that where library
exhibits were held, the committee in charge
of Lthe exhibits endeavor to sccure a place on the
convention program either by providing a
speaker for one of the general sessions or by
holding a special group meeting for the purpose
of discussing the value of libraries to industry.
That a session of this kind 1s of benehit not only
to librarians but also to business men was
proven by the holding of such a meeting at the
Convention of the National Association of
Manufacturers last October This Conference,
organized and conducted by Mrs. Agnes
Perkins, librarian of the National Association
of Manufacturers, was attended by 227 per-
sons of which twenty per cent were not of the
library profession A miore detailed report of
this meeting will be found in the November,
1928, 1ssue of SPECIAL LIBRARIES. It
was also suggested that a booklet be prepared
for use by committees arranging for exhibits
so that all exhibits would be mare ov less
standarcdized, and that those new at the game
would thereby profit by the experience of pre-
vious exhibitors.

There 1s no cdoubt in my mind of the benefits
which have heen and can be derived for our
association through the medium of library
exhibits. The time is not far distant I am sure
when they will become an even more jmportant
part of our association work than they are at
present. And it 1s because of Lhis conviction
that [ have tried to set hefore the association
in this reporl the necessity of formulating the
best ways and means by which these exhibits
can be presented at future conventions and
capositions. T should be very glad to have a
discusston on any or all of the ideas here pre-
sented

Arya C. MrTcHILL,
Chasrman.

Membership

Memberships in S. L. A. passed the 110
mark during the past year, and on May 1,
1929, they aggregated (,129, divided as follows:
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Institutional 127, Individual or Active 625,
Assoclate 377,

This Is the largest membership in the history
of the association.

The number of new members secured dunng
the yvear was 118, and they were secured almost
wholly by the membership commuttees of the
local assoctations and groups, with the hearty
co-uperation of the executnve seoretary,  Of
this number 7 were Institutional. 49 Active
and 62 Associate.

The membership wotk this vear followed
automatically  the recommendation of the
previous year's membership comnutice, and a
part of the substantial increase 1 new members
must be attributed to the momentum of the
work of last vear's membership committee,
under the chairmanship of Lewis A, Armistead,
in carrving out the policies of My Cady.

A notable achievement has been recently
made by Lhe executive seeretary in the revision
and correction of the memhbership list, and the
figures quoted above are supplied by her. The
list 1s ahout ready for printing, and is a much
needed publication. I recommend that the
matter of publication is referred to the Ex-
ecutn ¢ Board

There ia and always wili be a need for good
hiterature for use in membership work. An
excellent booklet was issued a vear ago, and
that with slight changes should be reprinted
for information for prospective members. The
article on S. L. A in the Library Journal for
April 15, 1929, by Herbert O. Biigham, would
make another exccllent membership campaign
document

The occasion of the 20th anniversary of
S. L. A. makes possible a comparison of our
progress in memberships during the first 20
years, with the first 20 years of A. L. A., and
the following tables are presented for this
purpose:

A, L, A, MreEMBERSAIP 20 YEARS AFTIR
ORrRGaNIZATION (SEPT 1, 18Y6)

Honorary Membeis 2
Life Fellows 2
Life Mcmbers 28
Annual Fellows at $5 00 16
Annual Members at $2 00 435
Library Members at $3 00 20

512
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S LA Meupersmr 20 YEARS AFTER
ORGANIZATION (MAY 1, 1929)

Institutional Members, at $15.00 . 127
Individual Members, at $5.00 , | 625
Associate Members, at $1.00, ..., , 377

Total Members. ... ... e e 10120

The progress of S. L. A, in these 20 years,
not only in membership, but in all its activities,
should be a source of gratification to cvery
special librarian,

WILLIAM  ALCOTT,
Charrman

News

I herewith submit the report of the News
Committee,

During an executive meeting of the Special
[ibraries Association, President Cady made the
suggestion that membeas of the Newspaper
Group should serve on the News Committee,
and suggested that T act as the chairman in
forming this committee, In carrying out the
instructions the following persons were asked
to act on this committec: John H. Millet of the
Philadelphra Public Ledger and Willard Keyes
of the Bostan Herald.

In order to ascertain the method which would
bring the best results in tegard to this publicity
for the Association, T discussed the matter
with several persons well versed 1n this type of
work, It was their unanimous opinion that 1t
would be a mistake ta send out material for
publicity purposes too far in advance of the
convention as it would be pigeon-holed and for-
gotten. They suggested that two weeks in
advance was the best time to do this work.

Acting on this advice, and with the thought
in mml that Washington being one of the
greatesl news gathering centers in the country,
1t would be good policy to play up to the local
newspapers as it is the custom of these news
gathering associations to lift stories of interest
to their clients and send them out on the wire
to them, personal lctters were sent Lo the city
editors of the four leading Washington news-
papers with the offer 1o co-opeiate and assist
them, through the medium of the News Com-
mittee, to cover the convention Two wecks
before the convention, the chairman prepared
copy of about eight hundred words which, with
the printed program, was sent to about fifty
of the leading newspapers. A personal letter
addressed to the city editot was also enclosed.
This material was also sent to all the press
bureaus 1n Washington,
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The commitee did not underiake to solicit
trace publications for space, it being the feeling
that each individual group should organize its
own News Committee as the Newspaper Group
has done and which has been able to accom-
plish much through the medium of “Editor and
Publisher,” its trade medium. Other Groups
of the Association would find it worth while to
emulate the Newspaper Group Each Group
is familiar with publcations relative to its
partrcular type of business and should be able
to accomplish more than those unfamiliar.

The best solution of the publicity problem,
as the Committee sces 1t, would be to have the
Association set aside an appropnation for a
paid executive officer and adequate equipment
and facilities to do the work which should be
done from the headquarters of the Association.

Josepn F KwapiL,
Chairman.

Publications

During the year two publications have been
issued under the name of the Special Libraiies
Association. The first of these was "The Bank
Library,” compiled and financed by a sub-
committee of the Financial Group, Miss Ethel
Baxter, chairman, for the meeting and exhibit
of the American Bankers Association. The
printing of ihis was handled by the Financial
Group; the work of the Pubtication Committee
consisting of looking over copy and proof
The committee turned over 125 copies to the
Association for distribution to institutional
members The “Bibliography un Illumination,
1927-1928,"" was issued as Information Bulletin
no. 8,"” and compiled by the Commaittee on
Hlumination of the Commercial Technical
Group, Miss E Mae Tavlor, chairman. This
was put through the press by the Committee on
Publications. Two-thousand eight hundred
copies of the bibliography were printed, 2,500
of which were sent to the Illuminating Engineer-
ing Socicty, which contributed $250 toward the
cost of printing Mrs. Brigham sent copies of
this to such organizations as. Engineering
Index; Industrial Arts Index; Library of Con-
gress and Public Affairs Information Service,
so that 1t would be listed where it would be
seen by persons who would be interested to
purchase it. It was also sent to all institutional
members and to members of the committee
which compiled it The program for the 1929
meeling was submitted to the cominitiee and
was published at the executive office in con-
junction with printing in the magazine,
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The Committee has worked out a ““Tentative
Check List and Set Up for S. I. A. Bibli-
ographies.” The purpose of this is not Lo estab-
lish a standard form for S, L A bibliographies,
which the committee does not think desirable,
at least at the present time; but rather to put
in check list form the principal points that need
to be decided for each compilation in order to
gelt consistency for that publication within
itseif. Letters were sent to all presidents of
local chapters and chairmen ol groups asking
what publications were in process which they
wished to recommend to the national associa-
tion for publication and enclosing a copy of
the tentative check list for bihliographics asking
for their comments and suggestions.

As a result of these letters and in other ways
the Publication Committee is able to report
that there are eight compilations suggested
for publication of which two are actually in the
hands of the Committee and two are to be
presented by the compilers to their respective
groups at this convention.

The list follows:

""A motlel Insurance Library,”’ compiled by
the Insurance Group. (In process Feb.
15,1929

A supplement to the “Electrical Engineering
Bibliography,” in process of compilation
by the Electrical Engineering Committee
of the Commercial Technical] Group.
(Nearly eompleted April 20, 1929)

A union list of ail periodicals in process of
compilation by the Petroleum Committee
of the Commercial Technical Group.
(Feb. 14, 1929)

A rubber bibliography being compiled by the
Rubber Committee of the same group.
(Tn process April 15, 1929 )

A bibliogtaphy of sources of statistical data
in process by the Commercial-Technical
Group as a whole. (May 1, 1929.)

The bibliography of Government press
releases; a revised edition of the mimeo-
graphed list issued a year ago by the
Financial Group. (To be presented to
Financial Group at this convention.)

Report on “‘Stock’ and bond sources,"” by
Financial Group. (To be ptesented at this
convention.)

“Sources of Information for Public Utility
Libraries,” by the Public Utihty Com-
mittee of the Commercial-Technical
Group. (At hand April 26, 1929.)
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“Newspaper clippings,” by James Ward
Wells, (At hand, Aprif 12, 1929.)

Of these only the last two are ready for
publication and are new in the hands of the
Committee. The Committee has previously
recommended to the Executive Board that the
HBibliography of Government Press Releases”
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be published as soon as it is completed, but 1n-
asmuch as the use of this bibliography will be
primarily by libraries we believe it should be
financed by the S. L A. and a small charge
made for it to defray the cost.

Linoa H. MorLEy,
Chasrman.

Asgsociations 1928-29

Boston

The activities of this Association have been
maintained at normal strength the past year
and several important matters are to be fol-
lowed up next season.

Eight monthly meetings have been held,
with one more to follow on May 27th. In
February, the Association met jointly with the
Massgachusetts Library Club in all day sessions.
On all other occasions, evening meetings have
been held, preceded by supper in some nearby
restaurant., At the Harvard Law School, in
October, a cafeteria supper was served in-
formally, at the Faculty Club, giving an un-
usual opportunity for a social hour. The
average attendance at supper has been about
30 and at the meeting proper ahout 60.

A distinct advance has been registered this
year in that each program has been unified in
relation to some particular topic. The entire
program has been either in charge of a librarian
who is “incidentally a specialist,” or it has
dealt with a logical group, such as “*Business
Libraries of the Park Square District,” and
‘'Religious Libraries on Beacon Hill”" For
instance, Piof. James took entire charge of the
meeting at the Harvard Law Library, Mr.
Ballard conducted a symposium on the care and
treatment of pamphlets, Mr. Lee provided us
with information on foreign language dic-
tionaries and Mr. Handy has recently pre-
sented a program on insurance and fire hazards
in libraries.

To overcome the tendency of letting really
worth while information become lost, as the
memory of a particular meeting fades, arrange-
ments have been made for follow-ups along two
important lines. Mr. Handy is at the head of a
special committee to consolidate the material
on fire insurance and fire hazards. This will
prohably result in a printed report in SPECIAL
LIBRARIES or in a separate pamphlet,

The other follow-up is on information re-
sources, The Executive Committee has given
careful study to a proposal by Mr. Lee, that

an information clearing house should be opened
in a small and experimental way in some
member's library, While this proposition was
not endorsed in detail, it is leading to an in-
tensive study of the whole question of co-
ordinating the library information resources of
Greater Boston. The March meeting of the
Association was devoted wholly to a descrip-
tion of such information bureaus as now exist
and a special committee in charge of Mr. Bal-
lard will carry on the study and lay its recom-
mendations before the Association.

Mention must be made of the new edition
of our “Directory of Special Libraries of
Boston and vicinity.”” This was published in
November, by a special committee, of which
Miss Glover was chairman It was distributed
gralts to institutional members and is available
to others at 50 cents. Still another special
committee on revision of the constitution is
being continued from time to time, with the
expectation that the status of the national
constitution will eventually be settled.

We have six standing committees. The
Education Committee again secured Miss
Sullivan to teach a class in practical library
methods. Eleven members took all or part
of the sixteen lessons, which included cata-
loguing, subject-headings, shelf listing, and
Dewey and Library of Congress classifications,
Books were available for practice work, and
class discussions were given to individual li-
brary problems,

The Registration Committee reports seven-
teen new registrants, sixteen inquiries from
open positions, and four positions filled. The
News Committee has sent accounts of our
meetings to various library periodicals The
Methods Committee reports progress in com-
piling its bibliography of special library meth-
ods, and the Membership and Hospitality Com-
mittees have been active, the former reporting
seventeen new members.

Howarp L. StesBINS,
President
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Cleveland

‘While the third year of the Cleveland Chap-
ter of the Special Libraries Association has
been, on the whole, quite uneventful, a certain
continued and wholesome progress is evident.
There have been six meetings, five of which
have been dinner meetings, with an average
attendance of sixteen. The annual meeting, a
picnic, is being planned for early in June.

The first meeting of the season was held at
Sonnhalter's Restaurant, the dinner being
followed by a program on Adult Education.
Miss Annie P. Dingman, Director of Adult
Education, Cleveland Public Library, lead the
discussion and was followed by Miss L. H.
Sanderson, Readers’ Adviser, and Miss Edythe
A. Prouty, Supervisor of the Stations Depart-
ment, also of the Cleveland Public Library.
The next meeting was held with the Library
Club of Cleveland and vicinity at the Women's
City Club. After the dinner, Dr William
Warner Bishop, librarian of the University of
Michigan, gave a most inteesting talk on his
experiences in helping to reorganize the Vatican
library,

The December meeting was a dinner and in-
spection trip through the new building of the
National Library Bindery Company in East
Cleveland, with Miss Gertrude Stiles as
hostess. The fourth meeting was held in the
Dickens Room of the Cleveland Public Library.
President Francis E. Cady gave a report of
the A. L A. Council meeting i Chicago,
when the petition for a Business Section in
A L. A, was granted. He spoke also of the main
projects now before the Association and of the
forthcoming S. L. A. convention. The third,
annual, Washington's Birthday celebration was
again cnjoyed at the home of Mrs. Grace H.
Birdsall, in Twinsburg, Ohio.

Perhaps the most outstanding meeting of the
year was the dinner meetmg held in April, at
the Cleveland Chamber of Commerce Club,
in the new Terminal Tower Building. Follow-
ing the dinner, Miss M. E. Woods, Foreign
Trade Secretary of the Cleveland Chamber of
Commetce, presented a comprehensive report
on the work of the office. Miss Rose Vormelker,
Secretary of the S. L. A, gave a very in-
structive talk on the work of the Association,
especially that of the committees and groups.

The work of assembling matenal for a Union
List of Technical and Economic Periodicals
for Cleveland and vicimity has been started
1t 1s gratifying to learn that the Cleveland

Public Library and the Case School of Applied
Science, are both willing to co-operate in the
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printing of such a list. A constitution has
been presented and adopted. Miss Elsie Vogt,
librarian of the Cleveland News, was elected
vice-president of the chapter, a new office
created by the constitution, Following the
pleasant custom of some of the other chapters,
those members in or near the down-town sec-
tion have met informally for lunch once a
week, Notices of our regular meetings have
been sent to the Cleveland Plain Dealer, Cleve-
land News, and Cleveland Town Topics.

One individual and five associate members
have been added, bringing our total member-
ship up to twenty-nine. We regret the resigna-
tion of our secretary, Miss Leona Kohn, who
is now with the H. \W Wilson Company, in
New York City.

In response to a request from the Director
of Cleveland Coliege of Western Reserve
University, for suggestions for the work in
Library Science next year, it was a pleasure to
refer Dr. Ellis to the report of the S. L. A,
Committee on Training.

Such 1s the record of the Cleveland Chapter
for 1928-1929,

MiInniE WHITE TAYLOR,
President.

1llinois

The monthly mectings during the past year
have been varied, ranging from round table
discussions to visits to interesting and import-
ant Chicago libraries, joint meetings with other
library groups and interests, and addresses by
well-known experts 1n their respective ficlds.

The first meeting of the 1928-29 season was
held on October 24, in the lecture hall of the
Union Central Life Insurance Company,
located in the Bankers' Building in Chicago.
Miss Ada L. Bush, in charge of the Special
Inquiry Section of the Domestic Commerce
Division, U. S. Bureau of Foreign and Domestic
Commprce, gave an interesting talk on the
scope of the work of the Special Inquiry Sec-
tion. The work of this important branch of
the Department of Commerce, of which the
President of the United States, Honorable
Herbert Hoover, was the head for the past
eight years, was described in a manner which
only special librarians can appreciate, as they
are engaged in handling special inquiries
practically all of the time.

The November meeting was likewise held
in the Union Central Life Insurance Com-
pany’s lecture hall. Miss Pyrrha B. Shefficld,
librarian of the Insurance Library of Chicago,
gave a talk on the subject “Service Always
Sells.” This talk aroused a great deal of
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interest and stimulated so much discussion
that it was urged that Miss Sheffield’s paper be
printed in SPECIAL LIBRARIES. The
address will be found printed in the January
issue. ’

At the request of Mr. Francis E. Cady,
president of the Special Libraries Association,
a business librarians’ round table was held,
under its auspices, at the midwinter meeting
of the American Library Association in Chi-
cago, on December 28, The place of the
meeting was in a large assembly room of the
Drake Hotel, at 2 30 o'clock P. M, and the
principal address was given by Professor Emery
T. Filbey, dean of the School of Commerce
and Adnunistration, University of Chicago, on
the subject of 'The Business World and the
Special Library.” The program, as published,
also carried an announcement that Mr. Quin
Ryan, the announcer of the Chicago Tribune
radio station WGN, would speak on “The
Relation of the Library and the Research De-
partment to the Radio.” On the day of the
meeting, however, Mr. Ryan sent word that
he had unexpectedly been called to New York
and would be unable to give his talk.

Dean Filbey's address, however, aroused
a great deal of interest among the two hundred
librarians assembled, and a spirited discussion
took place, participated in by Mr. Francis E.
Cady, Mr. Samuel H. Ranck, librarian of the
Grand Rapids Public Library; Mr. Purd B.
Wright, librarian of the Kansas City Public
Library; Miss Ethel Cleland, librarian of the
Business Branch of the Indianapolis Public
Library; Mr., E, H. Redstone, state librarian
of Massachusetts, and others. After a most
interesting and profitable afternoon, the meet-
ing adjourned at 5 o'clock P, M., Lo the regret
of those who had had the good fortune to
atrend.

A joint meeting with the Chicago Library
Club was held in the John Crerar Library on
January 10 of the present year, in the shape of
4 business section round table. The topic of
discussion was “‘Sources of Reference for the
Special Librarian,' and representatives of the
Chicago Public Library, Field Museum of
Natura] History, Art Institute of Chicago,
Rosenwald Industrial Museum and the Chi-
cago Historical Society, spoke on their re-
spective institutions as aids to the special li-
braiy.

At the February meeting, Miss Mary B.
Day, librarian of the National Safety Council,
was the speaker of the cvening, her subject
being “Analyzing and Answering Special Re-
quests for Information.”
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The March mecting was held in the assembly
hall of the Chicago Historical Society, Mr, L.
Hubbard Shattuck, director of the Society,
delivered an address on the Chicago Historical
Sociely and its museum and library. Mr,
Shattuck described the history and growth of
this semi-public institution, its present methods
of operation, and of the future plans of the
Society for extended activity, for its proposed
new building in Lincoln Park and for widening
its usefulness. Later an inspection trip was
made through the museum and library of the
Society, those present viewing at first hand
some of the treasures and historic records which
they may have occasion Lo refer Lo in their
work. The members of the Illinois Chapter
showed their appreciation of the courtesies
extended to them by the Chicago Historical
Society at this meeting by a large atlendance,
at the same time taking advantage of the
opportunity to increase Lheir knowledge of the
resources and services of the libraries in
Chicago.

The April meeting was held in the faculty
room of the School of Commerce of North-
western University, and was an informal round
table discussion designed to elicit the reactions
of those present to certain questions which
confront special librarians, who are functioning
as executive heads or administrators of their
respective libraries.

It is fitting at this time to acknowledge the
co-operation and support which has been
given to the lllinois Chapter in its many ac-
tivities during the past year by Miss Mildred
A Burke, vice-president; Miss Sophia [.
Lammers, secretary-treasurer, and Miss Ida
Becker, chairman of the Program Committee,

Respectfully submitted,
FrEeDERICK REX,
President.

New York

I herewith present my report on the ac-
tivities of the year.

This, the 15th year of the Association’s
existence, has been distinguished by the in-
auguration of the New York Special Libraries
Associalion News, a monthly bulletin bringing
to our members, notes on coming and past
meetings, activities of the Association, changes
in positions, and other items of general interest.
It has met with a warm reception on all sides
and I feel that it has been largely responsible
for the spirit of co-operation and keen interest
that has been evident throughout the year.
I trust that the Association will see fit Lo carry
it on indefinitely.
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In order to make effective the resolution of
February, 1927, by which the New York
Association voted to affiliate with the National
Association as a local, the Constitution and
By-Laws of our organization were amended to
provide for this affiliation.

At its first meeting the Executive Board
decided that this year should be devoled to
programs, which would directly serve the
interests of libraries in our smaller groups and
at the same time bring to all of us some of the
cultural and inspirational phases, oftentimes
overlooked in our busy lives. This program
gave us considerable leeway, allowing us Lo offer
some unusually interesting features. We were
privileged to have Doctor Frederick P. Keppel
of the Carncgic Corporation, and Miss Ruth
Granniss of the Grolier Club, speak at our first
meeting, devoted to the Art Group; Miss
Georgina A, Gollock of the International
Review of Missions, London, England, at the
December meeting, which was arranged for the
Religious Group; another delightful English
author, editor and lecturet, Mr. Philip Whitwell
Wilson, for our annual joint meeting with the
New York Library Club, when we were in-
vited, through our secretary and librarian of the
Chamber of Commerce of the State of New
York, to meet in the Great Hall of the Chamber.
This is a privilege extended to few. February
marked rather a departure with our assembly
in the Wanamaker Auditorium for an evening
devoted to music and dancing. We heard Mr.
Waldemar Rieck on '"The Use of Libraries by
the Music Critic' and Mr. W. Perceval Monger
of the National Broadcasting Company on
“The Library in a Broadcasting Station'’ and
lastly, witnessed a splendid exhibition of folk-
dancing by Miss May Gadd of the English
Folk Dance Socicty and her company. Be-
coming a little more serious, our April meeting,
featuring the Civic-Social Group, was addressed
by Mr Raymond B. Fosdick, taking for his
topic “The New Technique in International
Relations,” a most enlightening exposition of
this much-discussed and fai-reaching subject.
The annual business meeting in May closed the
year

Feeling that the Gtoups had served the pur-
pose for which they were originally formed, the
Executive Board agreed that no Group chair-
men should be appointed and no formal
organization undertaken. The following served
as chairmen of committees:

Employment, Miss Rebecca Rankin; Hos-
pitality, Miss Mary Ethel Jameson; Member-
ship, Miss Lillian A. Scardefield;: Publicity,
Miss Marie Anne Walker.
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One of the most important activities of the
New York Association for several years has
been the employment bureau, so ably conducted
by Miss Rebecea Rankin, The following figures
present a graphic picture of this valuable work,
so helpful alike to employer and cmployee:

Active Registrants (catried on file from

former years), ... . .. .... .. . . 120
New Registrants between May 16, 1928

and May 1, 1929, . . .. . ... 220
Total Registrants.. . ..., ... ... 340
Requests Registered. ... ... B |
Requests Withdrawn, , e e 5
Requests Still Pending. .. . ......... 7
Positions filled directly. .. .. ...... 36
Positions filled indirectly.. . ..... . 6
Positions not filled ... C e 30
Registrants who obtained positions by own

efforts., e e e oo, 23

Great credit is duc to Miss Rankin for her
devotion to this work, which not only provides
a free service to our members, but is one step
in the right direction toward raising the
standards of the profession by refusing to
recommend unqualified applicants.

Our first cfforts this year werce dirécted to
clearing our books of all inactive and delinquent
members. This was accomplished through the
Secretary's office, with follow-up by the Mem-
bership Committee. The check-up resulted in
the dropping from out lists, after due notice, of
75, the resignation of 16, and the rcinstatement
of 4. We now have an active membership list
of 314, of whom all but 61 have paid dues for
1929. We feel that this is an unusually high
proportion for the first four months of the new
veal. The following summary of classes of
membership is interesting:

Institutional Individual Associate

oid. ... 56 60 130
New.... . 7 25 26
Reinstated 1 3
Total .... 63 2 159

It is particularly gratifying to us that the New
York Association holds about 48%, ol the total
number of institutional memberships

The Publicity Committee still reports the
Press as a stone wall which refuses Lo he bat-
tered. The only definite publicity for the New
York Association itself was contained in notices
of the mceling, held in the Wanamaker Audi-
torium, which were provided {and no doubt paidl
for) by John Wanamaker and inserted in their
advertisemenl of the day in the Brookiyn
Eagle and the New York Evening Pust, On the
other hand, the New York Times carried edi-
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torials relating to or mentioning the work of the
National Association in their issues of May 21,
August 15, September 21, and October 2, 1928.
More recently Doremus & Company sent out a
release in regard to the program of the Financial
Group at the Convention in Washington,

Qur fiscal year does not close until May 31,
but since the expenditures, with [ew exceptions
have been taken care of, | am presenting the
Treasurer’'s Report as of April 30, 1929:

Receipts

Balance from 1927-28..  $175.57
FromS.L.A.,2,3and4

Quarter 1928, . 225.00
From S. L A, 1st and
2nd Quarter, 1929 ., 250.00
From Dues . . 139 00
From Dinners . . ... 696 00
————— $1,485 57
Disbursements
Printing. ..  ...... $199.00
Stationery. . . ..... 22.45
Postage . ... Coe 86.93
DuestoS L. A, .. .. 138 00
Dinners . . 702 00
Rooms for Dinners ) 55 00
N. Y. S. Convention .. 29 68
Miscellancous .. . 12 24
————— $1,275.30

—_—————

Balance on Hand, April 30, 1929 ..  $210,27

The New York Library Association invited
out otganization to contribute to its program
at the convention, held in Richfield Spiings,
New York, on September 4.8, 1928. Miss
Mary Louise Alexander, who went as our
representative, delivered an address and led a
Round Table discussion, with the aid of Miss
Elizabeth Wray. This isone of the worth while
ways in which we can promote the interests of
special libraries in the State as a whole.

In accordance with the decision of the
Executive Board to undertake the compilation
of a Union List of Periodicals in the Special
Libraries of the Metropolitan District, our
members were asked to submil lists of the
periodicals received by them, Miss Isabella
Rhodes of the School of Library Service of
Columbia University, has been directing the
work of eight of her advanced students in co-
ordinating the 46 lists received to date, and
much progress has been made. Unfortunately,
the students will not be able to complete the
work, but because of their careful and accurate
preliminary work, it will no doubt be possible
for us to finish the preparation so that printing

may start soon and the completed list be ready
for Fall distribution.

The Executive Board deems it unwise at this
time to publish the report of the Salary Survey
of the Metropolitan District. The returns were
so incomplete that they present a distorted
picture of the situation. A summary and tahle
of the answers received will be on file in the
President’s office and will be available on re-
quest to anyone interested. However dis-
appointing this outcome may be, a beginning
has been made, and it is hoped that successive
administrations will be able {0 add materially
to the information on hand, resulting finally ina
report truly representative.

Fifteen years have seen the New Yok
Association grow from a mere hand{ul of an
association three hundred strong, with many
accomplishments to its credit, but with much
still to be done. However, let us not lose sight
of the fact that mere numbers never made an
association oulstanding nor of value to the
individual—only individual effort can co that,
Hence, | leave-the office of President with the
same plea with which I entered it—a plea for
co-operation on the part of cach member, so
that we may have an organization into which
everyone is putting something instead of onc
from which everyone is taking something

One word more—a sincerc appreciation of
the united efforts of the Executive Board, for
whatever has been accomplished this year, is
due to the Board as a unit and its members as
individuals. 1 would wish for every President
the support I have received.

RuTi SAVORD,
President.

Philadelphia

Eight monthly meetings were held during
the eleventh season, as {ollows:—

October 5, 1928—Philadelphia Electric Com-
pany Library. Subjects, "“The Conowingo
Dam,” illustrated talk given by Miss Gertrude
H. Shearer, and '"The Department of Com-
merce, Special Inquiry Section,” explained by
Miss Ada L. Bush, of that department.

November 2, 1928—Offices of the Regional
Planning Federation. Talk by Mr. Howard
Strong, director, on some of the probleimns of the
Philadelphia District, with illustrations.

December 7, 1928-~The Lippincott Libraty
of the Wharton School of the University of
Pennsylvania. Talk on the organization and
service by Miss Dorothy Bemis, librarian,

January 4, 1929—The Department of City
Transit Library. Illustraged address by Mr.
Norman Rolston, official photographer of that
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department on "The New Broad Street Sub-
way.'!

February 1, 1929—The Philacelphia College
of Pharmacy and Science. Ilustrated talk by
Prof. Ivor Griffith, on "“The Literature of
Chemistry,” followed by an inspection of the
new library, explained by Mrs. A, § Capwell,
librarian.

March 1, 1929—United Gas Improvement
Company Library, explained by Mr. Richard
H. Oppermann, assistant librarian,

April 5, 1929—Annual Dinner at Bellevue-
Stratford Hotel, subject, ““The National Out-
look,'" given by Mr. David Lawrence of the
Uniled Stales Daily He was introduced by Mr
G. A. Weidemann of The Evening Bulietin

May 3, 19290—Annual business meeting and
clection of officers, held at the American
Philosophical Society, followed by a talk on
that library by Miss Laura E. Hanson, li-
brarian. Refreshments served,

The constitution was amended to provide
for the annual dinner meeting to be held at a
separate date from the annual business mecting
and election of officers. This was done, so that
time at the annual dinner could be devoted to
the hearing of a speaker on a more or less
general topic, and giving us a chaace to invite
our friends and others interested, leaving the
annual business meeting for a purely family
affair. The plan worked very successfully this
year; Mr. Lawrence gave us a stimulating ad-
dress, and the event gave us some worth while
publicity.,

The Membership Committec reported twelve
new members, and a loss of ten, through re-
movals from the city and changes of occupation,
leaving a net gain of two The Periodical Com-
mittce reported 2,320 cards in the Union List
of Periadicals, represented by 41 libraries. A
Classification Conference, limited to twelve
persons, was successfully led by Miss Louise
Keller, It continued its meetings every two
weeks in addition to the regular meetings of the
Council and was declared most profitable by
the participants, Other conference subjects
are planned for next year.

A news letter giving an account of all the
various groups and committees was mimeo-
graphed and sent to all members in March.
This was done for the benefit of informing those
whose attendance could not be regular, and to
gather information, and to unify and review
the activities for those who were giving their
time and efforts

The officers elected for the coming year are:
chairman, Miss Dorothy Bemis, librarian of the
Lippincott Library, University of Pennsyl-
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\(ania; vice-chairman, Mr. Alfred Rigling,
librarian of the Franklin Institute; secretary,
Miss Helen M. Rankin, chicf of the Municipal
Reference Division of the Free Library of
Philadelphia; treasurer, Miss Laura E. Han-
son, librarian of the American Philosophical
Society.
GERTRUDE W. MAXWELL,
Chairman.

Pittsburgh

The activities of the Pittsburgh Special
Libraries Association during the past year
have been concentrated in four general meet-
ings and several meetings of Committees.
Miss Mary Lynch, the chairman of the Com-
mittee on the Union List of Periodicabs, called
together the Committee in April, to formulate
plans for a supplement to the List, in order to
bring it up-to-date.

In November, a dinner was held at the Plaza
Restaurant. Reports of the Special Libraries
Association Convention at Washington, D. C,,
were presented by those who attended. Miss
Mary Lynch, librarian of the Pittsburgh
Academy of Medicine, reported the meeting
of the American Medical Library Association,
of particular interest to the librarians of our
four medical libraries. Several members were
present at the Pennsylvania State Library Con-
fercnce at Uniontown and gave their impress-
1ons of that program, also the A L. A Con-
ference at West Baden.

The United States Department of Commerce
has recently opened a branch office of the
Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce,
in Pittsburgh, under Mr. W. K, Ray Through
the courtesy of Mr. Ray, the Association held
a luncheon at the Chamber of Commerce and
had the privilege of visiting this office and
learning at first hand how the Department
carries on its program of furthering the interests
of domestic commerce by gathering and dis-
tributing information in the local offices. After
luncheon, Mr. Edwin B. George was the
speaker, his subject “The Work of the Bureau
of Foreign and Domestic Commerce.”

At the third meeting the members of the
Association were the guests of Miss Adeline
Macrum, librarian of the Tuberculosis League,
at luncheon in the beautiful new Hospital of the
League. After a visit through the hospital, a
meeting was held in tHe Library. Miss Macrum
explained the library service, a part of which is
the most interesting work of collecting books
and information on the vocations open to
tuberculosis patients. This material is made
freely available to the patients and it is hoped
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that the use may be extended to other hospitals
and to those who are deprived of library
facilities.

The clection of officers and the annual busi-
ness meeting 1s scheduled for May, after the
National Convention.

Miss Adehine Macrum, librarian of the
Tuberculosis League of Pittsburgh, will attend
the International Library and Bibhogtaphical
Congress at Rome, in June, and will reptesent
the Special Libraries Association as an official
delegate.

More and more our members are becoming
interested and are participating in the group
activities of the National Association. One
member took part in the exhibition of the
S. L. A. Banking group at the American
Bankers Association Convention, held 1n
Philadelphia, last fall. Another member at-
tended the Special Conlerence on Library and
Resgarch, under the auspices of the National
Association of Manufacturers, at its annual
meeting.

We have welcomed the offers of other Local
Chapters (o ecxchange notices of meetings,
which contain not only news of the Chapters
but helpful suggestions in planning programs.

JEssiE CALLAKN,
Presideni.

San Francisco

The keynote of the present activities of our
Association 1s publicity. This program aims
to make the business men of San Francisco
better acyuainted with what the Association
and business libraries generally have to offer
them, and to lcad to the future establishment
of more company libraiies in this city. Present
work includes.

(1) Sending letters to business organizations
and companies, Classified lists compiled
by the Chamber of Commerce have
been checked, and 50 lctters have to
date been sent to organizations repte-
senting a wide variety of business
interests

(2) Beginning a collection of publications,
forms, etc, showing the organization,
operation and methods of company li-
braries. This is to be kept in a central
downtown location.

(3) Compiling a list of local business maga-
zines and house organs in which articles
on company libraries may be run  An
article on ‘“Financial Librarics,” hy
Miss K. Dorothy Ferguson, Bank of
Ttaly lLibrary, appeared in the Coas!
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Banker, and an article has been pre-
pared for the Tape and Ticker, issued by
the San Francisco Stock Exchange
Institute.

(4) Sending items to local newspapers re-
garding monthly meetings.

In line with our publicity program, the April
luncheon meeting was held jointly with the
Down-Town Association, an organization of
retailers, at which Dr. I, M. Surface, in charge
of the Domestic Commerce Division of the
United States Bureau of Foreign and Domestic
Commerce, at Washington, spoke on “Chang-
ing Trends in Distribution.”

Regular monthly meetings are held. These
are sometimes ‘“‘among ourselves” meetings
where topics of interest in the work of members
are discussed. Speakers are invited for other
mectings, recent ones of interest being: Mr
H. F. Ormsby, director of Research Department
of the California Development Association,
who outlined the work of this impoitant in-
formation source, and Mr. Nathan Van Patten,
librarian of Stanford University Library, who
spoke on the *“Compiling of Union Lists.”

To give an opportunity to all members to
visit the local special ibraries and to know thair
collections, a scries of meetings at the various
library headquarters has been started; so far,
these have been held at the Bank of Ttaly
library and the Pacific Telephone & Telegraph

Company library.
Membership
Our present membership numbers as follows:

[nstitutional....... oo 1
Individual .. . ...... .17
Associate, .. .. .. o .12
Financial..... . .6
Commercial-Technical .19
General, . ....... .. 5

Total, 30—indicating an in-
crease of 7 over last year

The Special Libraries Association budget
plan has been satisfactory for handling our
finances and the amount of thirty dollars has
been requested to meet current expenses.

Our Financial Group arranged a thiee-panel
exhibit for the American Bankers’ Association
meeting in Washington, last October  This
exhibit, showing recearch infoimation being
collected by financial houses in San Francisco
and the use of the financial library as an edu-
cational aid for employees, was favorably
commenied upon by a number of financial
publications.
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Satisfactory progress has been made on this
project and present efforts are centered on non-
member contributions.

Mr. W. A, Worthington, Pacific Gas & Elec-
tric Company library, arranged an interesting
program for the meeting of the Special Libiaries
Section, Califormia Library Association, in
Sacramento, on May 7. City and county li-
brarians interested in special libraries and how
the various libraries may co-operate were also
urged to attend

The Association has been co-operating with
the Business Branch of the San Francisco
Public Library, recently established in the
downtown district, to give general business
information seivice  Methads of advertising
and developing its service to business men have
been outlined

Two members of the Association have con-
ducted courses on special libraries at library
schools in the state. Miss K, Dorothy Ferguson,
Bank of Italy library, is giving a course ol five
lectures for the second year at the University of
Cahfornia library school, and Miss JMaigaret
Hatch, Standard Oil Company liary, gave the
two weeks' course last summes at the Riverside
[.ibrary Schoul.

Marcari r1lvrcu, President.
AvyY M Cavy, Secrelary

Southern California

The program of meetings, as outlined for the
year, gave promise of being especially in-
structive and interesting, and this promise
has been completely realized. The programs so
far have comprised an 1llustiated talk on finger-
printing, by an expert from the Police De-
partment, with a visit to the files of this de-
partmenl, a most interesting tnip to the
Huntington Library and Art Gallery; a mecting
at the lahoratories of the Western Precipitation
Company; a visit to the First National Bank,
where talks were given on publicity, research
work, and the working of the safe deposit de-
partment; a dinner at the Famous Players
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Lasky Paramount Corporation, with the
special privilege of inspecting the sound film
apparalus at the studios, which was of unusual
interest. The meetings for the iemainder of the
year will include a trip to the California In-
stitute of Teclinology, at Pasadena, and a week-
end visit to the Scripps Institution of Qcean-
ography at La Jolla. Dinner meetings have pre-
cecded the regular program in most cases and
have served to make the members better
acquainted with cach other, just as the visits
to the various libraries have given us a better
understanding of each others’ prohlems and
{facilities.

Eight new members have been added Lo our
Chapter, one of which is [rom a new libhary
just formed by the Los Angeles County Pubhc
Health Association. The meiger of the First
National and Seccurity banks i1esulted in the
consolidation of the two lbraries 1n quarters
at the Sceuity Bank

The most important undertuking of the year
is the revision of the Union List of Peiiodicals
of Libraries in Southern Cahifornia, This is in
the hands of an efficient committee of faithful
workers, and, although the work has assumed
larger proportions than was at first expected,
due to the large amount of new material, it
will be completed this year. Funels for the
work liave been abtained by means of con-
tributions, so there ave no financial obstacles
to be met,

It is expected Lhat some of Lthe members will
attend the annual meeting of the Culifornia
Library Association, at Sactamento, i May,
but in all pobability there will be no repre-
sentative at the annual mecting of the Special
Librarics Association in Washington.

Publicity has been given to the meetings of
the Southern California Chapler in the daily
press, and occaswonal articles have appeared in
various house urgans,

Anxa F. Frey,
Presedent.
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Seventeen Reports

Distributed at the Second Session of
the S. L. A. at Washington

Should not their outstanding fcatures be
noted? Here is an attempt to note them;

Bibliography of Special Library Methods,
(Boston); Classes, (Boston, Phila., San Fran.);
“"Annual  Dinner,””  (Phila.);  Ditectory,
(Bostun); Employment Bureau, (N. Y);
Financial Exhibit, (San Fran.); Follow-Ups of
Subjects, (Boston); Joint Meetings, (N. Y.,
San Fran.); Lunches, (Cleveland), News
Bulletins, (N Y., Phila.); Publiaty, (N. Y.,
San Fian.); Questions Pertaining to Execu-
tives, (Il1); Salary Survey, (N. Y.), Unified
Programs, (Boston); Union Lists, (N. Y.,
Pittsburgh, San Fran., So. Cal); Weck-End
Visit, (So. Cal.).

It may be well Lo list miscellaneous subjects
that were reported on as in the programs of the
various associations, by way of suggesting the
trend of programs in general: Art Gallery and
Library, (So. Cal.); Bank Library, (So. Cal.);
Broadcasting Station, (N. Y.); Business World
and Special Libra1y, arousing much discussion,
(1i.), Chemical Literature, (Phila.); Dam at
Conowingo, ([hila.); Development Association,
(San Fran.); Domestic Commerce Division,
(IL); Film Studio, (So Cal.); Fingerprinting,
(So. Cal.), Folk Dances, (N. Y.); Foreign and
Domestic Commerce Bureau, (Pittsburgh);
Foreign Relations, new technique, (N Y.);
Foreign Trade, (Cleveland); Information Bu-
reaus, (Boston); Information Clearing House,
(Boston); Medical Library Association Report,
(Pittsburgh); Museum and Library, historical,
(TlL.); Music Critic’s Use of Library, (N Y.);
National Outlook, by David Lawrence, (Phila );
Precipitation Laboratories, (So Cal.); Regional
Planning, (Phila); "Service,” (Ill.), Sources of
Reference, (Tll); Trends in Distribution, (San
Fran.); Tuberculosis Hospital, (Pittsburgh).

There were reports of committees as follows:
Classification, (sixteen requests for informa-
tion); Exhibits, (a notable repart); Memberskip,
(list about ready to print); Publications, (bank
library, bibliography of illumination, tentative
check list and set-up for S. L. A, bibliographies);
Special Collections, (co-operating with Library
of Congress).

There were reports from groups as follows:
Commercial and Technical, (co-operation with
chairman of classification committee, book
lists for organizing company libraries, sources
of statistical information); also reports of its
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committees on—Advertising and Marketing,
Chemistry and Physics, Electrical Engineering,
English Usage, Illuminating Engineering, Oil,
Public Utilities, Rubber, and Transportation,
Financial, (booklet on banking library; bib-
liography on government releascs); Insurance,
(booklet on organization of an insurance li-
brary); Newspaper, (article on “getling news
you haven't got,” to be reprinted).

It is likely that the various associations had
reports from their delegates at their local meet-
ings after returning from Washington—a
regular feature in Boston.

It would seem well if the names of the dif-
ferent associations were changed to conform
with those that call themselves ‘‘chapters.”
At present the names are quite varying, some
beginning with the name of the city, some with
the word “Special” and some with the word
“Chapter " Perhaps the best one to use for a
standard is the following: 'Cleveland Chapter
of the Special Libraries Association."

By way of summarizing the high points, [
would call attention Lo class work, the following
up of subjects with the idea of publishing useful
reports after thinking them through, lunches,
news bulletins, publicity, union lists. As sub-
jects for programs the Business World and the
Special Library, Information Bureau Aspects,
Services, and Sources for Refercnce, would
seert to be among the best, The features of the
committee and group reports referred to above
are all high points., Several of the features re-
ported exist in other associations though not
referred to in these reports, including employ-
ment bureaus, joint meetings, lunches, news-
paper publicity.

Read the reports, using these notes for what-
ever they may have as index or tables of con-
tents or suggestions.

Georg: W. LEE,

Pages 249-252 deleted, advertising.
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