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The Libraxy of “The Detroit News”

By G. B. CATLIN.

Luring the past flire or 8k years the “morgies,” “bins,” o1 filtng departments hawve
developed rapudly w 1the quality and completencss of their service, Todaey they are a
positive force in the heticrment of our daily “news.” By the eslablishiment of an up-to-
date rejerence hbrary, in addition to its flling department, “The Dctroit News” has
taken a tong step v advence 1which 18 deseribed wterestingly by Mr. Cotlin in this

article,

The character of a newspaper library ls
determined by ihe character of the news-
paper itself. At one time the American
newspaper was a sort of literary gossip, re-
lating broadcast the happenings, rumors and
opinions of the day. It took newspaper
publishers a long ilme to discover real
“news values”; even today the art of writ-
ing, editing and presenting news is still in
the evolutionary stage. All this, however,
is rapidly changing, and the modern news-
paper, like the modern business corporation,
is endeavoring to base its published utter-
ances upon lrustworthy fact information.

Not so very long ago the great mass of
readers accepted as true whatever they
might see printed in the pages of a news-
paper, and only lhe learncd knew how to
digcriminate between the falsa and the irue.
The newspapers, however, were not always
adited or written by men of learning. Hdi-
tors were too willing to accept rumors for
facts. There was a lack of understanding
of foreign affairs and foreign problems and
ridiculous errors in statement were f{re-
quently made. This was largely due to the
haste which 1s characteristic of newspaper
production. But the errors and inaccuracies
soon weakened the public’s confidence In
what they read and after a time a startling
bit of news would provoke the comment:
“That 18 mere newspaper talk.”

During the past fifty years newspaper
readers have greatly Increased in number.
High schools, colleges and universities have
developed rapidly and the proportion of edu-
cated readers has increased perhaps twenty
times, This increases the burden of re-
spensibility on the newspaper in propor-
tionate degree. The carcless newspaper,
like the reckless talker, quickly loses char-
acter, In order properly to fulfill its impor-
tant function the newspaper must take the
utmost pains lo insure accuracy in its re-
ports and “storles” and fthis calls for care-
ful checking up of all news material.

No man can he intimately acguainted with

the affairs of every nation both past and
presenl, The present is an evolution out
of the past, and so, {n order to check up
the news of each day for accuracy, one must
be equipped with dependable data in readily
available form. In many cases the news as
it 1s recelved over the wires 15 difficult to
understand, In order fo make it intelligible
and interesting il must be accompanied by
some explanatory and intevpretive matter.
Often a special article is necessary to give
the reader a full understanding of the case.

Right here is where the library becomes
powerfal aid in the publishing of news., It
has been well said that the sapreme art of
misrepresentation lies in telling half or only
part of {he truth, The news filters in a
little at a (ime awl the background is fre-
guently withheld. Beeause of this « system-
alically chosen UHbrary aimed to aid the in-
terpretaiion and eclucidation of the nenws is
really an indwspensable odjunct to every
netr gpaper which tries to heep in the van of
newspaper progress™  Its effect may be a
little slow In the manifestation, but 1t is as
sure as sunrise.

An immediate result of the installation
of a newspaper reference library ig shown
1in the edueational effect upon all members
of the staff, from the head of the institution
down to the newest cub reporter. Consult-
ing dependable authoritics makes the news-
paper writer realize his own limitations,
and this puts him in a betler position Lo
appreciate the needs of ithe general public.
This applies equally to the librarian him-
self. The newspaper librarian who is not
willing and eager to be & sludent, must be
raled as a slacker, At all events he cannot
expect to stay lomg in his chosen occupa-
tion,

Because of the infinite variely of the news
of the day the person win charge ol a news-
paper library must collect books as best he
can to meet all demands for information.
Ploneers In this undertaking must try to
anticipate all possible demands for histori-
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cal, geographical, ethnological, sclentific and
technical data, so that the writer who
wishes to express himself truthfully and
intelligently upon any subject that happens
to arise, may have some dependable refer-
ence sourca.

The newspaper writer, when confronted
by the vast ocean of books, is natural_ly
staggered at the first glance. He soon dis-
covers, however, that at leasl eighty per
cent, of the hooks are of little value as por-
manent contributions to educational litera-
ture, and that an astonishingly wide fleld
may be covered with a working library of
a few thousand volumes carefully chosen
for his special purpose. Historians, the
newspaper writer finds, have their limita-
tions and prejudices. Some emphasize cer-
tain facts and draw conclusions therefrom,
while others choose facts just the opposite
and arrive at different conclusions. The
newspaper writer finally discovers that
practically all history 15 strongly tinctured
with prejudice, misjudgment, omissions and
misinterpretations, and in order to arrive
at & reasonable judgment several versions
of the story must be put upon the witness
stand and judged

A newspaper library can promote good
understanding by arming ltself with works
of recognized authority on all subjects of
ordinary human interest. It should be able
to furnish works on all schools of philos-
ophy in the form of the original works of
the founders, together with interpretive
studies thereon. It must be similarly
equipped with regard to the religions of the
world, and there must be books upon the
evolution of the state and the theory and
practice of government. Other sections of
the library will cover sociology, labor prob-
lems, money, banking and flnance in gen-
eral, art and industry, ete. A full equip-
ment of the bhest and latest encyclopedias
furnishes useful and readlly available infor-
mation and the bibliographies included in
some are of inestimable value in leadmg
the seeker to more complete and detailed
gources of information,

A few years ago newspaper work wa¥ a
careless, perfunctory employment. Anybody
who could write plain English was consld-
ered fit for 1t. But times have changed and
today there are many schools of journalism,
most of which have come into existence
during the last ten years. These schools
are important elements in the foreces which
are bringing the newspaper back to a new
plane of dependability and respectability
and which are helping to make journalism
in truth a learned profession. This new
departure, however, may veally be traced
to the advancement of learning on the part
of the general publlec. Since the newspaper
caters to every class of readers, the ideal
newspaper man must possess the broadest
culture in addition to a fair, judicial mind,

The prevailing tendency towards speclal-
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jzation must soon have its Influence on
newspaper work, The higher types of news-
paper men, recognizing the limits of indi-
vidual capacity, are beginning to speciallze
in particular flelds in order io fit themselves
for employment on high-class metropolitan
newspapers.

It is at once obvious that writers who
conduct special newspaper departmenis re-
quire books to aid them in their work. The
woman's page edilor must have books on
domestic economy, cooking, costume, care
of children, and the like. The writer of
feature articles has need of a wide variety
of basic information. TFinally, a discrimi-
nating public is calling for more in the line
of bibliographcal information and this type
of news rececives more altention every day.

For purposes such as the above we have
in the library of “The Detroit News"” nearly
12,000 volumes. We have, for example, be-
tween 3,000 and 4,000 books upon the so-
cial, industrial and political affairs of for-
eign countries., At first it was supposed
that a collection of six or seven thoushnd
volumes would guffice, but this figure was
soon exceeded and new Dbooks are con-
stantly being purchased. The original al-
lotment of space was quickly outgrown and
the library and the newspaper clipping de-
partment are presenlly to be given larger
quarters, with room for expansion, in the
new building.

The filing department, or ‘‘scraparium,”
has been built up as systematlcally as the
book department, Its method of collecting
and filing newspaper clippings, cuts, and
photographs is similar to that to be found
in all large newspaper offices. The clip-
pings are gleaned from the leading news-
papers of this as well as of foreign coun-
tries, including, for example, such little
known, though ably edited journals, as the
Allahabad Pioneer of India.

The “seraparium'” fills that bewildering
gap between the time of the occurrence of
events and the time, a few years later, when
they are published in book form, The mat-
ter is filed away in large envelopes which
permit the placing of magazine articles
without folding the pages. Data is filed by
subject alphabetically, with liberal cross
references, Voluminous data on a partlcu-
lar subject is gathered together in scrap-
books of a size which permits of their belng
flled along wilth the other material in the
filing cases. At the beginning of each secrap-
book is an index to its contents.

The library, finally, containg a large col-
lection of special reference works such as
Poole’s Index, Readers Guide, A. L. A. Cala-
log, United States Calalog, A. I. A. Por-
frait Index, a multitude of Who's YWha's,
general, special and foreign; Burke's Peer-
age, Whittaker’s Peerage and Baronage, Al-
manac de Gotha, Almanac de Bruxelleg and
files for years back of The World, Brooklyn
Eagle, Chicago News and other current al-
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manacs and year books, Still anolher ad-
janel s a large collection of maps of all
countries of the world, ahout 500 in all, in
addition to the standard atlases of several
publishoers,

It is diffienll us yet to speak of the
achicvements of “The Uctrojt News” library
since the time of its humble beginnings in
October, 1916. It can be said of the staff
writers that the [requent checking up of
indlvidual snap judgments and suppositions
with slandard authoritles, has led 1o a
steadily increasing dependence upon the li-
brary for facts, quotations, utterances, tlie
spelling of proper and geographical names,
and delailed Information to help make news
more infclligible {0 the general reader.
Books are taken out Ly members of the
ataft for home reading and study ag well as
Leing in constant demand for deparimental
work, The circulation, considering the size
of the library and the lack of fiction, is very
large. The effect upon the quality of the
articles and storles in the Vews and upon
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the men and women who conlribute to 1l
columns is considerable. In fact, the staff
would be Dbadly handicapped if the library
service should be discontlinued if ounly for
a lew days

The library makes it possible for the
Vews to conduel a gueslion and answer de-
partment. Because ol lack of space in the
news columas il has hecome necessary to
nnswoer about 5 per cent. of thoe questions in
private communieations Ihis service is
free and evidently Is widely appreciated,
particularly by the foreign-lhorn population,
who have found il a dependable and always
sympathotic resort for general information
on a wide range of subjeccts.

The expericnce lo date has shown far
areater benelits than were looked for in the
heginning. Because of this I am strongly
of the opinmon that a library of general
mformation and reference is bound to be-
come a universal necessity in every large
newspaper office.

Ontario Leads In

Mr., George I. l.ocke, Librarian of the
Toronto, Canada, Public Library, has sent
word 1o SPECIAIL, LIBRARIES that the
Province of Oniario has authorized a per
capita minimum rate of fifty cents for the
support of public libraries, which sum, by
a vole of a majority of {he local municipal
council, may be (urther increased to sev-
cnty-five cents. Ontario in the past has
been well known for its Uberal policy, but
it has Iar outdone itself this year in the
now Bill which passed the legislature a few
montihs ago.

Other sections of the bill make possible
the establishment and maintenance of pub-
11 hibraries in rural distreicts, and subsidizoe
libraries which show intelligence in opera-
tion. 'The bill provides lurther for a Gov-
ernment Library School wherein will be
trained those who desire to enler library
work and gives the Mimster of Education
and the Superintendent of Public ILibrares
wider powers for aidlng the work through
grants, organizations, travelling Ilibratles,
speciael Tihrearies, lihrary associations, Those

Library Support

powers also include: appointment of exam
ing hoards, granting of certiflcates of quali:
flcations, and the encouragement of library
publicity and the holding of library confer-
ences.

This legislation was put through during
a very busy scssion Dy o new government—
what is known as Lhe Farmer-Labour Gov-
ernment—and is an Jindleation of the atti-
tude of these partles towards public edu-
cation. Hon, Mr. Grant, the Minisier of
BAducation, who sponsored this bill, is a
farmer who helieves thal an opportunity for
salf-education should be extended to the
rural districts, and who holds strongly that
the establishment of teclnical schools alone
will hy no mecans suffice. In closing, BMr.
Locke states his conviclion thal: “Alto-
gether il is a wonderful step forward and
library work is placed in a positlon of dig-
nity that already has enabled us to demand
—and receive—from the munieipalities, re-
muneratien for lihrary work which will be
more consisten{ with that dignity.”
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Selling the Service of the Special Library

By P. A. BARTHOLOMEW

One of the most unportant problems in prexent-day indugtrial Lsrary cork 18 con-
vincwmy “the powers thal be” of the importance of the service rendered. Mr, Burtholo-
met's interesting puper gires same cexeclient suggestions as to houw this object can be

attained.

The Technical Iabrary of the Palmerton
Plant of the New Jersey Zinec Company de-
rived its origin from a small reference li-
brary collected for the use of the chemists
in the testing deparlment. The collection
collsisted of about one hundred books on the
suhjects of Analytical Chemistry and Metal-
lurgy. The demand for reference bhooks
covering all subjects of engincering, shop
practice, physics and chemistry became so
insistent that in 1910 plans were laid for
a more extensive library which would cover
all technical and community welfare topics
and be available for all employees of the
plants,

The enlargement and supervision of the
Library remained in the hands of the chem-
ical department, A Librarian was ap-
pointed, subsecriptions placed for the most
important fechnical journals and several
hundred reference hooks were purchased.
A gsystem of cataloging was established
which served the puwrpose in the early
stages of the Library, but became unsatis-
tactory as the number of volumes grew.

In 1917 the Library was taken over by
the Technical Department of the Company.
A new and increased interest was taken in
its developmeni and a reorganization In
the library force becamme necessary.

The rapid growth of ithe research depart-
ment in Palmerton al this time demanded
a properly organized and fully equipped
technieal  libravy,  The  Coutral  Library
at the New York office and the Palmerton
branch began publishing a weekly Library
Bulletin, with all current teclhnieal and
business information thoroughly abstracted.
A monthly Library bulletin had been pub-
lished at Palmerton hefore, circulated only
among department chiefs and assistants.
This rather limited the use of {he material
in the Library and no particular effort was
made to reach the rank and file of employ-
ees and get them interested. With the
coming of the new weekly Bullelin it was
decided thal instead of limiting the circu-
lation 1t would be offered to all interested
employecs The big problem, however, Wwas
to get them interested., Believing in the
now commonly accepted saying: “It Pays to
Advertise,” an innovallon in the Ilibrary
service of this company was put in opera-
tion. A dozen different sgets of Library
Posters were drawn up and poasted on bul-
letin hoards and other conspleuous places
aboul the plant Once each month a dif-
ferent poster was enclosed in each Library

Bulletin sent oul, One well-meaning em-
ployee upon receiving the following poster:
AN EXPERT
has written a boolk ahout your work
oo

QO
You can get it at thle Company Library.
0 O
promptly returned il with a note asking the
Librarian to “kindly send the attached
hoolt ”

This persistent adverilising brought grati-
fying results, showing an increase of sev-
eral hundred per cent. in ithe use of the
Labrary. Another obstacle to overcome at
this time was to make men feel free to asl
for any magazine article or book lsied in
the Bulletin, The solution to this proved
quite easy. With each Bulletin a request
sheet wasg enclosed which reads ag follows:

LIBRARIAN:
Kindly send me the following magazine
articles listed in your Library Bulletin of

(Date of issue).
NUMBER

SUBJECT

busy man needed only to list the numbers
of the articles he wanted. Rcquest sheets
are returned to the Library where a care-
[ul record is taken and the information sent
to the man making the request. This direct
invitation to use the Library was a very
important factor in the big increase in busi-
ness. The Library was opened evenings to
accommodate employees whose work pre-
vented them from visiting the TAibrary dur-
ing the day Slatistics were carefully kept
of all business. Requests jumped from 300
to 3,000 per month in a year and went be-
yond 4,000 in a year and a half, A monthly
Library report was issued to all Department
heads, showing what percentage of requests
came from their department. This put
competition 1n the game and it became a
common thing (o hear men from different
deparimentis inquiring from each olher con-
cerning their “batting averages” for the
month.

Probably the best advertisement for the
Library in the past few years has been good
service rendered. Patrons are considered
as shoppers, are treated courteously and
have learned thal {hey can get whatl they
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want i it Is (o be gotten  In cawe of 3
pressing reference guestion, where ounr Li-
brary does not coniain the material wantea,
a member of the Library Staff is sent to
the Tehigh TUniversity Library at Bethle-
hem, Pa, wherc we are accorded the priv-
fleges of non-resident members, In most
cases, however, a telephone call to our New
York Office Library, which has access to
the New York City Librarles, will bring
the desired Information. Our prompt mes-
senger method of supplying telephone re-
quests for material s another good adver-
tising medium. This kind of attention al-
ways brings back customers and has estab-
lished confidenco in the Library Staff,

A considerable amount of bibliographical
work has heen done for men who are spe-
vinlizing  in definile Unes  of  research.
Those who cannot find (ime to search
through the literature for all references to
thelr Ilne of work recognize this as a great
convenlence,

Recontly  the {frade  eatalog  division of
the Hheary with  ite 000 catalogs  was
complefely  revised,  Preparatory  to this

soveral  bhundred  civenlar  leflers were
gent through the plant asking for sugges-
tions as to new catnlogs or ideas of any
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kind that mnght improve service. This
served two purposes, it resulted in a more
complete and valuable trade catalog collec-
tion and gave the library publieity.

After a year's circulation the Library
staff felt that the Weekly Library Bulletin
was not reaching cnough employees The
employment department furnishing the
names of the smployees, mimeographed let-
ters were circulated, explalning the work of
the Library, the object of the Library Bul-
letin and what the TLibrary had to offer,
Thi= advertising added S0 people o our
mailing list,

The problem of bringing a valuable Tech-
nical Library of 4,000 volumes to the em-
ployees was after all not as difficult a prop-
osition as had heen anticipated. Posters
and circular letters make effective and
cheap advertising copy; at the same time
act as vacuum cleaners in preventing the
dust from collecting on the books and bound
periodicals, Qur employees have learned to
appreclate the benefits derlved from con-
stant study and frequent reference to tech-
nical hterature and current periodicals in
thoir fleld of work With this as an accom-
plished fact, we feel that “it pays to ad-
vertise”

A GOVERNMENTAL INFORMATION
SERVICE

The United States DBurean of Tfficiency
has established an Information service sec-
tion for the use of Government officials and
the public, This section Is the outgrowth
of the Bureau's inquiry into the duplication
of work in the Governmen! service, an in-
quiry undertaken by direction of Congress.
In conneclion with this Investigation an in-
dex was buill up consisting of about 20,000
entries of all major activities of the Gov-
ernment from 1913 to dale, and il Is the
purpose of the Bureau to keep this index
current,

While the index was primarily intended
solely for Government use it was found to
form too valuable a directory of Govern-
ment funetions to confine its use to Govern-
ment officials, so the Bureau of Efficiency

has created a section for the purpose of
answering inquiries as to what has been
done by the .Government in certain fields
of endeavor and where to go to find the
information pertaining to any activity. In
other words the index is a reference index
to activities and offices

Il you are interested, for instance, in the
primitive condition of prehistoric man, In
present-day activities in education, in agri-
ture, or in commerce and do not know what
the Government has done and is doing in
these fields, or where to apply for the class-
ification and Dbinlogy of the corn-leaf beetles
(Myachrous denticollis) write the United
States Bureau of Efficiency, Washington,

D. C.

SPECIAL LIBRARIES IN STREET
RAILWAY SERVICE

DORSEY W. HYDE, Jr.

It is particularly desirable from the view-
point of our profession that the librarians
in similar industrial and business under-
takings co-operate wilth each other to gain
recognition in praportion to the important
sorvice which they are able to render. The

gpecial librarians in the street railway in-
duatry have nuude notablg attempts along
this line and their aectivities hore fruit in
the spring of 1917 when a Commiittee on
ILabraries was appointed by the President
of the American Rlectric Railway Associa-
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tign, with Mr. Lewis A. Armistead, of the
Boston Elevaled Railway Company, as
Chairman. .

The action above mentioned was duly re-
ported 1 “Aera” (April, [917) in the Follow-
ing terms, “For some time the question of
special libraries for electric l‘allw_ay com-
pantes has been before the Executive Comi-
mittee of the Associatlon. At a meeting
held in Atlantic City in October, a letter
wis received from President M, C, Brush
of the Bostoen Elevated Railway Company.
ealling attention Lo the valuable work which
the libvary of that ecompany had accom-
plished during its short existence and to
the help that had Deen received by the
co-operation that evisted between the 36
special librarles of business and engineer-
ing firms existing in Boston, and suggesling
that the Association take up the matter
with the 1dea of encouraging the formation
ol lbraries by its Member Companies and
of eventually arranging for the interchange
ol information and data between such 1i-
hraries

“In furtherance of this plan ‘Aera’ has re-
cently published articles by Lewis A. Ar-
mistead on the Library of the Boston Ele-
vated Rallway Company and by G Win-
throp Lee on that of Stone and Webster,
A further step in the directlon of promoting
the institution of electric railway librariey
and the eventual formation of a clearing
house of mformation through the Associa-
tion has now hecn taken in the appointment
by President Storrs, of a Committee on
Libraries to consist of Messrs Armistead,
May, Mullen, Jonnston and Stocks.”

The first meeting ol the Committee was
held in New York Cily and as a result it
was decided to send out several letters to
all the streel railway companies of the
country requesting the appointment of a
representative {o correspond with the Com-
mittee on Libraries. One of Lhe duties of
this 1ndividual was to send two copies of
dll company publications Lo the central of-
fice  Shortly after this action was taken
M1, Armistead, having received his com-
mission, gave up his work with the Boston
Elevated Railway Company and the work
of the Committee on Libraries was allowed
in lapse

Mr  Armistead’s services in lhe above
connections were of great value Lo our pro-
fession m view of the publicity given the
special library movewent in currcnt street
rallway literature, Another important fea-
ture was the recognition obtained from the
._\nwri(':ln Eleetrie Railway Association and
from prominent members thereof, such as
Mr, Matthew (. Brush, President of the
Boston Company, who made an address on
special library work before the Louisville
Special Libraries convention the text of
which speech was published in the June,
1817, issue of “Special Libraries.”

Along with Mr, Armistead should he men-
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tioned Miss Mary P Billingsley, Librarvian
of the Kansas City Railways Company, and
Miss Alma C. Mitchell of the Public Serv-
1ce Railway Company of New Jersey. Miss
Billingsley has rendered service of a high
order to her company and has been a sin-
cere worlier in endeavoring to [further the
objects of the Special Libraries Association.
Migs Mitchell is well known to the special
librarians of New York Cily as her office
is in Newark and many have read her in-
teresting articles and profited from her
readiness to serve her fellow members in
the profession.

One result which is apparently to De
traced to the activities of the membérs
above mentioned has come to us recently
in the form of a desceription of the new Li-
by of the United Sates Thalways nand
Eleetrie Company of Daltimore.  “Shortly
dfter My, ) D, Emmons beeame DPresident of
thie Company in 1910, the article reads, “he
appointed o libravian whoe was sent to Bos-
ton to make o stwdy of the very excellent
system developed  there for the Doston Ele-
viled Ttaiiways by Mr. Tewis A Armistead.
The Ballimore libeary plan ix helng worked
out along lnes closely tollowing those of
Mr., Armistead.”

It was found that a great number of
hooks, pamphlets and papers had accumu-
lated in the offices of the various depart-
ment heads and this material was collected
together to form the central library Books
are flled according to subject, each being
assigned a definite number, The subject
matter of each book and technieal periodi-
cal is indexed, This worlk forms the librar-
1an's most difficult task as there are some
1,600 volumes to he read and carefully in-
dexed.

A vertical filing system has been adopted,
with a simplified classification scheme of
one hundred filty subjects. Hnvelopes are
used to receive small papers and clipped
articles. When the contents of an envelope
approach bulkiness they are removed and
bound and the volume finds a place on the
library shelves. S8mall pamphlets on simi-
lar subjocts are also bound together and
added to the library.

There are, perhaps, other instances of
speeial hibrary work by street railway com-
panies, and “Special T.ibraries” will be glad
to receive all possible detalls for publica-
tion i1n subsequent issues. In a time of
rapidly increasing operating cosls the Amer-
ican street railway companies have been
trying in every way to reduce overhead ex-
penses by means of increased efficiency It
is safe to say that the special libraries
where thev exist are rendering valuable
service in Lthe attempt to realize this object
and this service will doubtless increase in
value during the next few years with which
should certainly come an enhanced appre-
ciation from the owners and executives re-
sponsible for our public utilities,
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A Training School for Business Librarians

A Sclhool for Business Librarians will form
one of the three departments of the Wash-
ington School for Secretaries which was
opened last March. The other two dephrt-

ments of the School will cover stenographic-

and seceretarial work., The Direclors of the
School are Dr. Richard T. Bly, Dr, Paul §
Reinech, Col, I T, Junkin, Mr, Charles A.
Lyman, Mr. Lawrence H. Cake, Captain
John T, A, Bly, Migs B, Virginia Grant and
Miss Adelaide R, Hasse. Miss Hasse has
been appointed Director of the School for
Business Labrarians,

The Dbusiness hibrary traming course will
cover a perlod of nine months. It 15 de-
signed to prepare persons lo give 100%
service in industrial or bisiness libravies
A large part ol Lhe course will be taken up
with the study of the baslc business lilera-
ture, such as trade papers, annuals, directo-
ries, proceedings, cle. DBusiness reference
books, government reports, codes, conver-
sion tables will also he studied. Attention
will also be given to the common termin-

ology and abbveviations of the manufactur-
ing, trading and transport industries, to
price and labor literature and to statistics.

Durmg the first year the organization and
literature of one great American industry
§v111 be studied intcnsively with regard to
1!:’:‘. orguanization, 1ts trade and collateral
literature, 1ils supporting industries, its
products and the like, Foreign trade statis-
tics and hanking literature will also be
glven due uttention, There will be required
reading, assigned bibliographies and labora-
tory work in the wealth of special libraries
localed in Washington.

Much atlention will be devoted to subject
cataloging, analysis and indexing, and the
general storage and service of information,
such as classifications, rouling methods, and
filing sysiems The ordinary library proc-
cesses of calaloging, ete., will be covered.
The school has Degun a collection of trade
catalogs which are being indexed by sub-
ject and place, for use 1w connection with
the above course.

BOOKS FOR LEVERYBODY AND THE
ENLARGED PROGRAM CAMPAIGN

LATEST DEVELOPMENTS

Sinco the last 1ssue of SPECIAL LI-
BRARIES lhe Commiitee on Enlarged Pro-
gram of the American Library Assoclalion
has published its Final Report (dated July
15, 1920) and after a perusal thereof most
librarmans have given up hope that the fund
originally cantemplated will he raised. In
the report is pubdished a résumdé ol the came-
paign Dby states as reporled by stale di-
rectors and the grand lotals of cash re-
ceived and pledged is a trrflc over $58,000.

The oulgomng Committee slates that il
is a matter of regret that the $2,000,000 has
not yet been sccured, but insisls that this
fact “need not bhe construad as failure nor
a cause for permanent discouragement.”
In closing, the report wakes (he following
recommendations:

“That ihe Executive Board immedi-
ately appoint from ils own membership
a special sub-commitiee to iake up ihe
work ol the Comnnttee on Enlarged
Progranl, to carry on the Appeal tor
Funds, and lo give all possible support
to those who are renewing the effort
in the Fall

“That a small, selected Headquarters
Staff be maintained at least until Oc-
tober 1sl in order to conserve the great
advantages gained by the present or-
ganization, to maintain unbroken con-

tact with Regional, State and Local
Directors, and to assist wilh all 1ts re-
sources and experience the renewed
effort to be madc 1n the Fall

“That in whatever way or ways the
BExecutive Board may deem wisest and
most expedient, ihe Appeal for the
$2,000,000 Fund be made the main ob-
jective of the Amelican Library Asso-
ciation until the full amount is secured.

“That when the {ime comes to choose
which items of the Enlarged Program
shall De frst pul into effsct, the present
Commiltee is of the opinion that the
sections entitled. (1) General Pub-
lieity, (2} Library Extension, and (3)
Certifications, Salaries, Recrwiling for
Labrarianship, and Employment Bureau,
represent the most pressing needs in
the general library situation asg it exists
today.”

Under date of Scptember 25, 1920, the
new Bxecutive Board of the American Li-
brary Association has published “An open
Letter lo the Members of the American
Labrary Association” in which further in-
formation is given. From this pamphlet
we learn that at the first meeting of the
new Executive Board (Colorado Springs,
June 7, 1920) it was voted that the Chalr-
man of the Enlarged Program Commitiee

_.__/)
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‘1inform the regional and state directors
that upon the discontinuance of the En-
larged Program Committee, July 15th, the
appeal for funds shall continue and their
organization be kept intact.” In closing
It was stated that “the Board believes that
there nre hopeful possinlities for the imme-
diate future calling for the united support
and active endeavor of every member of
the American ILabrary Asscciation,” and
the following suggestions [or immediate
effort were made:

“Securing a larger membership
through the personal edoris of each
member,

“Placing professional standards of
librarianship on a sounder Dbasis
through the creation of a Natienal
Board of Certification and Siandardiza-
tion which shall be a stabilizing lactor
in grading and dienitying lbrary ser-
vice and improving library salaries

“Recruiting for librvary service by in-
teresting promising young men and
women who have the personal and edu-
cational requigites.

“Strengthening the helpful service
that is rendered Dby the Headquariers
office.

“a. Employment Bureau.
"“b. Aid for undeveloped states.
“c. Furnishing information.

“Keeping open the channels for con-
tribution and suhseription te the Asso-
ciation.”

The last mecting of the & 1. A Execu-
tive Board was held October 11th, in Chi-
cago and the day thereafter the following
communication was mailed-

TO REGIONNAL ANTY XPATE DIRBCTORS:

At a meeting of the Executive Board, Oc-
tober 11, 1920, the tollowing votes were
passed:

That the Secretary notify all reglonal
and state directors that the activities
of the Ealarged 'rogeam eampnign will
terminate November 30th, and that a
detalled statement of recelpts, accom-
panred with all pledges in proper legal
form, must be in the hands of the Sec-
retary not later than December 10th,

That the Secretary notify all reglonal
and state directors that from and after
October 20th no further expense on
account of the campaign shall be in-
curred and that unexpended balances
he remitted to the Secretary at once,
accompanied by a detailed statement
of all expenditures.

That until the end of the campaign
all American Library Association mem-
Dberg be urged to do their utmost to se-
cute conlributions to the fund in order
that pressing needs of the American
Library Associalion may he provided
for, While no A, L A, funds are here-
after available for campaign expenses,
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{he HExecutive Board hopes thal the
bhest assel in any campalgn, namely
volunteer service, will be available
and active in soliciling funds for the
needs and future activities of the
A, L. A,

These resolutions are sell-explanatory
and are sent to you at the earllesl possible
moment after the Board meeting in ovrder
that you may be fully Informed.

Campaign expense fund balances and
money collected for the work of the Asso.
ciation should he kept separale and amounts
sent in separate checks. Checks should
be made payable to Edward D. Tweodell,
Treasurer, and sent to me al this address.

This letter is being scnt to all repglonal
and state drectors, though i somoe  eases
final reports have already Leen made. You
will know how much of this applics to vou

Yours very truly,
CARIL H. MILAM,
Secretary.

All of the loregoing, naturally, will not
he without iis effect upon thatl part of the
worls of the Enlarged Program of pariculav
Interest to members of the Speclal Libraries
Assoeiation, Towards the end of July, the
mdlvidual members of the Jolnt Commit-
tee of Seven gave conslderation to the ad-
visability of an effort to raise a fund (o
continue the nation-wide special library
work but this plan was not thought lo he
fensible at that time, Tavly in August, M
Carlos C. Houghton resigned his post as
Chief of the Special IAbraries Departmment
at A, 1., A, Headguarters.

Shortly after the foregoing developments
the President of the Speclal Tibraries As-
sociation received an unofficial communica-
tion from an A. L. A. officral in whieh the
following opinlon was expressed: “Advance
work in the business and industrial Hbrary
field ean Dest bo done by ihe Special Ta-
braries Assoclation acting independently,
because the A, L. A, has so many other
functions on its hands, and absolutely so
little money, that [ can't ses any moans
avallable 1w the near fulure for the A, L. A.
to branch out into industrial and businesds
Ibrary work. I think that the Spe-
cial Librarles Assoclatlon should now go
ahead with increased plans and energy lo
worlk 1ts own field independenlly until such
time as the A. I. A. may be able {o he a
party to any co-operalive plans, This will
not in any way prevent the best of feeling
belween the two Associations. It is simply
recognizing thal the library fleld is getting
so big that there is ample room for the two
Agsociations to work side by side harmoni-
ausly, each on thewr own particular job.”

Ax we go to press a Tetter has just come (o
the President from  Mreo Carl IT Milam,
Secrctary of the Amerlcan Library Asso-
clation, In which he comments upon the
plan for increasing the membership of the
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Special lLibraries Association, as follows:
“You will be Inilerested mm the following
resolution on an A, L. A, membership cam-
palgn which was adopted by the A, L. A.
Execulive Board on Qctober 11th:
Membership Campaign: After much dis-
cussion of the desirability of increasing the
membership of the American Library As-
gsociation, the {following resolution was
adopted:
WHEREAS, The membership of the
A, L. A, has not kept pace with the
development of libraries and the in-
crease in the number of persons en-
gaged and interested in library work,
THEREFORE, Be il resolved: That
the Execullve Board urges upon the in-
dividual members of the Association
the importance of making every pos-
sible effort to increase the membership
and thus strengthen the Association,
extend library work and encourage
professional co-operation.
You will also be interested in the follow-
ing trom the Iixccutive Board minutes on
the Joint Conunittee ol Seven:

JOINT CONMITTER O SISVISN -
A letter ol September 28th, from DMr.
Ranck, was read to the Boaid. The
following resolulion presented by Miss
Krause was approved and adopted:

WHEREAS, The Committec on En-
larged Program on February 25th, 1920,

ORGANIZATION
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created with the approval of the Execu-
tive Board of the A. L. A. and the Ex-
ecullve Committee of the Special Li-
braries Association a Committee known
ag the Committee of Seven, whose
function is to glve advice and approval
on all work done under the Enlarged
Program thal concerns business and in-
dustrial libraries, and

WHEREAS, The special appeal for
tunds by means of which this work was
to be undertaken has not provided
funds for carrying on the Enlarged
Program,

THEREFORE, Be It Resolved by this
Board in session October 11, 1920, That
the Chairman of the Committee of Seven
be requested to notify the members of
the Committee of Seven ol the existing
situation and of the sincere regret of
the Board that in consequence it be-
comes necessary to discharge the Com-
mittee of Seven, and

Be 1t [urther vresolved: That the
President of the A. L. A, Dbe requested
to confer wilh the President of the
Special Libraries Association as to the
advisability of the President of each
Agsociation appointing annually a com-
mittee of three from its membership,
the duties of which committee shall be
to confer as to appropriate activities
which might be jointly undertaken by
both Associations.

OF RESEARCH IN

IN GREAT BRITAIN

In the United States, under wm-tine impetus, there wag established the Nuilonal
Researceh Council, but the support of this instilution scems to have lunguished since
the styning of the armistice,  (heul Britain, howcever, hag gone ahead and the Depart-
ment of Scientific and Industrial Researeh is ¢lready commenecing to function,  Of
particnlar mterest to special Ubraridng is (he “Memorandum Upon [he Filing andy
Indering of Intornmation wn the Records Buredw of the Depuiiment of Scientific ehd
Industrial KRescareh” issned as an appendir to (he “Report of the Second Conference
of Reseurch Organzations, 12 December, 1019 v hich e publish beloiw.

The work of ithe Rccords Bureau of this
Department 1Is just beginning, Dhut it is
already clear that the filing and Indexing
system to be adopted must be very elastie
in view of the amount and widely varying
character of information which will reach
the Bureau. Carelul consideration of the
system is therelore necessary at the odt-
get, The system will doubtless require
modification from time to time In the hight
of experlence and crilicism: and suggos-
tlons for the improvement of the system
shortly to be oullined will be cordially ap-
preciated,

None of the advertised systems of filing
and Indexing are applicable to the peculiar
needs and wide scope of a bureau such as

this, and it has been necessary to devise
o suitable system. The work of lhe Burean
will be largely undertaken by officers pos-
sesslng  universily degrees  in science,
capable of intelligently reading and under-
standing the significance of the reports put
hefore theni.

The material submitted to the Bureau
will be largely in the form of reports re-
cording the results obtained In investiga-
tiong carried out by Research Associations
and Research Boards or Commlittees set
up by, or closely connected with Lhe Depart-
ment. In addition, the Bureau will receive
the publications of similar Research Or-
ganizations 1 the Colonles and Dominions
and foreign countiries, and the Technical

169
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Officers ol the Department will communi-
cate any Information likely 10 prove ugetul
to Research Associations, ete., that they en-
counter n the scientific or technical liter-
ature of the subjecls ol which they have
speeial knowledge.

The Bureau will have other minor sources
of mformution which need not he specifled
lere,

Bach repori received by the Burcaw will
in the first instance be marked “‘Confiden-
tial” or “Non-confidential” as the cuse may
be. It will then be considered Ly an offi-
cer whose duly it will be to jrepare a
précis indicating the general lines on which
the work has becn carried out, the results
obtained, and any further points which are
considered 1o he ol suflicient importance
(o record.  The assistant will also sulmal o
st of headhings under which  (he  report
shouldd e indexed; the list will inehule suil-
able beadings [or every polnt of importance
brouglit oul In the reporf, and especially any
point which appears lkely to he of impor-
tance or mterest (o any other reseaveh orgnn-
ization. i

The report, précis and list of indexing
headings will then be passed io the offlcer in
charge ol the Burcau, who will amend the
two laller as he thinks desirable., e will
further carelully  consider the reporvt aud
mike 4 uote ol the nmune of any reseaveh
association or orvganizations connected with
the department o which any  information
contained 1 the report may, in his opinion,
be of Interest or utillty

The précis ol the report will he retained
in the Bureau and filed on the loose-leaf
ledger principle, The original r.oort will
itself be filed m the Bureau and indexed
upon a Suubhle numeral plan rend:ring it
convenient lor relerence.

Card indexes may be of two main types:

(a) Those which 1nclude fauirly complete
abstraets of the information upon the
actual cards;

(b) Those which do not give the informa-
tlon wupon the cards but which
simply serve to show where the in-
formation may he found.

After careful consideration it has Dbecn
decided thal the card mndex of the Record
Bureau should he of ithe second f{ype. It
has to be remembered that an offlcer pre-
paring an abstract of a report which will
subsequently be placed upon one or more
cards is strongly tempted to measure the
lenglh of his abstract by the capacity of
one card, and thus arises the danger of
essential points being omitted from an ab-
stract. TPurther, it scems desirable to keep
o card index as small in size as is consistent
with efliciency. If such an index is allowed
to grow lo very large dimensions it tends
to defeat its own ends Thus one object
ol an index of this kind is to classify under
one heading all cognate information derived

haan®

from various sources relaling to any pnr-
ticular subjecl; iI Lhe Index he very large,
this ohject 1s only imperfectly achleved.

The card index iy divided in main goc-
tions under such headings as: AMalerlals,
Processes, Machmnery and Plant, Apparatus,
Struelures, Industries, Literature, Speclfica-
tions and Standards, Palenis, ecle, each
main seciion being marked off by a main
auide card ol distinetive colour. These maln
sections are divided into sub-soctions as
appears necessury, Thus Lthe Materials
gection 1 sub-divided nto sub-sections as
follows. By-products, Raw Malorials, In-
vestigation of, Raw malerinls, Sources of;
Raw Materals, Preparation of; Matoerials,
Corrosion of; Materialg, Testing of; Ma-
terinls, Strenath of, Malerials, Praopertiey
of: Materials, Deterioration of; Matarials,
Metalllie; Materials, Chemneal.  The sub-
sections are headed by gulde cards of dis-
tinctlve colour, and in certain eases i may
be necessary [urther to sub-divide a sub-
section. Thus, the sub-scetion “Materials-
Properties ol” 1s sub-divided into physical,
chemical and wmechanical divisions, each
headed by an appropriate guide-card. It
will be seen that lhe main sections and
sub-sections ean he further added to or
sub-divided, as and whon occasion arises.

Turning now to the indexing and fling
of any report, the latier {s ulihnglely placod
in « file cover hearing o distinetive ropis-
tration letter and numhber, The préels of
the report hears also a distinetive lelter
and number and is finally placed In a loose-
jeat book c¢onvenienl lor reference. The
report is Indexed hy entries on separate
cards placed under each of the headings
in the index (o which the subjeets of the
report have any reference., By the side of
each eniry on a card 1s the reference num-
ber of the file containing the report and
the relerence number of the préeis ol the
report. Thus either the report itself or an
abstracl of it can readily he consulied altor
reference to the index card. It should he
added that if the report under considera-
tion is confidential, all enlrles velaling Lo
it will be made upon rod mdex cards,
whereas non-confidential reports will he in-
dexed upon while cards., This procedure
will ensure that confidential information
is not Inadvertenily divulged,

It may be thought that this method of
indexing and filing is one involving proatl
expenditure of Llime by ofllcers huving
scientific training as well as hy {he clerical
stafl,  Unless work of this kind, however,
ig carried out by a staff capable of under-
standing what they are reading, it {s work
wasled. The objects of the Bureau are to
ensure that the fullest possible use Is made
of the results of research work and that
duplication of investigation is avoided; it
would be false economy to atlempt to un-
dertake such work with inferior or inade-
quate staff,
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EDITORIALS

In this issue is made the first announcement of a campaign to increase the
wembership of the Special Libraries Association,  We slale in all frankuess thal
our profession is young, thriving, healthy, and our optimism prompts the belief
that we can increase our membership to the thousand mark by pointmg out the
advantages of membership 1m the Associntion and asking every speeial librarian
in America to join,

To cach special Librarian who reads these lines the Executive Board sends
thewr Greelings. You will receive shortly a lelter from the President of the Asso-
aiation telling ol the plans formolaled at the Board meeting held recently in
Detroil. The campaign will he m the hands of Miss Mary de J. Cox, Tabrarian
of the American Telegraph and Telephone Company, as Director, and Miss Re-
becea B. Rankin, Tibrarian of the New York Mumcipal Reference Library, as
First  Assistant,

Throughout the country regional commitiees and representatives will be ap-
poimnted lo assisl the Campaign Direclor m the work of inviting cvery special
Librarian to join with us in our work. Complete instructions as to procedure will
be mailed 1o these commilices ov vepresenialives by Miss Cox. We ask that you
hold yourself ready to co-operale 1o the [ull exient of your powers when the word
goes out o the firng line. Let our watchword be A Thousand Members betore
the Next Convention!”

SELLING THE SPECIAL LIBRARY IDEA

America has made a hrave attempt to solve the problems of the reconstruction
period wilhout undue weakening of husiness slability. Notwithstanding our at-
tempts al cconomic re-orieniation, there has been, and still is, considerable uncer-
tainty, lack of faith, disorgamzation. This period offers exceptional opportunities
tor ihe special librarian. The leaders in commerce know that present conditions
are almost entirely “psyehological,” but they ave at a loss as to how the general
public can be eonvinced of this [acl.

In a recent edilorial in the “Salurday Fvening Post” it was pointed out that
the preseni uncertamnty is traceable to the lack of information available for the

——{
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general public concerning the machinery of business, how it 1s ()1‘g;13117:vd! what it
deals with, how products are hstributed, and a hundred problems of similar char-
acter, The specinl hbrarvan oceupies the strategie positmn.. He cw lay his
hands upon mformation of this kind and facilitate its release for pubhe consump-
tion. ) .

Many American corporations are looking io the special lihrary for possible
aid in the solution of these problems. Will the members of our profession respond
to the call? Or will they Linger until rising cosls hring into question the useful-
ness of the special library as an integral part of the ovganizalion? Now is the
Lune to “sell” the serviee of the special lihrary, and from past experience we have
no doubt as to the eventnal outeome of sueh attempis,

At the Detroit meeting of the Executive Board the President of the Asso-
clation was authorized to grant representation and membership to all local asso-
aations of special Ubrarians desivmg to affiliate with the natiomal body. Therve
are now 1 existence several thriving regional associations of special libravians.
Po these a cordial imvitation s extended fo affiliate with the Special Tibraries
Association and to jom i the work of promoting the nterests of the profession as
a whole.

A NEW EDITOR FOR SPECIAL LIBRARIES

The kixccutive Board desires to announce the appontment of Miss Adelaide
R. lasse, Director of the Washington School for Speeial Libravians, as Edilor-in-
Chiel of SPECIAL LIBRARTESN., Miss Hasse's appommtment takes cflect imme-
diately and she will take charge of the compiling and editing of our next issuec.
In accepting the position Miss Hasse writes:  “It will he a great privilege to
accept the honor which the Speeial Libravies Assoctation, through ils Exceutive
Board, has done me. There s havdly an opportunily in library work in my esti-
mation which holds the possibilities of the Kditorship of SPECTAL LIBRARIES.”

All errors ol omission or commis<ion in the present number must be blamed
upon the President who has acted as a “stop gap” until Miss Hasse’s appointment.
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ASSOCIATION ACTIVITIES

Joint Committee of Seven

Elsewhere in this issue reference is made
to the meeting of Lhe Joint Committee of
Seven on the occasion of the A, I. A Con-
ference at Colorado Springs The second
meeting of this Commitliee was held in
Detroit on Saturday, September 25, and was
attended by Mr. Samuel H, Ranck, Chair-
man, Miss Elizabeth V. Dobbins, Mr. Wil-
ham L. Jacob and Mr. Dorsey W. Hyde,
Jr. Interesting communications to tihe
Committee were received from iss Louise
B. Krause and My, J. 1L Iriedel who were
unable to attend.

Because of the difficulties experienced in
connection with the “Books for Everybody”
campaign the Committee could take no ac-
tion along the lines for which it had been
called into existence. The whole situation
was discusged pro and con and it was de-

cided that it would not be advisable at Lhis
Lime to undertake a special campaign among
the various special librarles. The question
of the future status of the Committee came
up for consideration and it was voted that
lthe suggestion he mada to the A, T, AL
and the 8. L. A, that the Commitilee Dbe
continued as a joint body of Lhe two Asso-
ciations to act as a point of contact be-
tween themr respective officers and mem-
bers,

The 8. L. A. Executive Board

A meeting of the Execuiive Board was
called by ihe President to meet in Detroit,
Salurday, October 2. On that date Miss
Maud A Carabin, DPast Dresident, Miss
Helen E. Hemphill, Vice President, Miss
Estelle 1. Liebmann, Secretary, Miss Helen



Sept.-Oct. 1920

Norrls and Mr Dorsey W. Hyde, Jr., Presi-
dent, assembled in a conflerence room at
the Hotel Statler,

The resulis of the meeting of the Com-
mittes of Seven were reported to the Ex-
ecutlve Board, after which the maiter of a
new Lditor for SPIICIAI. LIBRARIHS was
discussed. The Presldenl reported that in
response to his letters (o all members of
the Executive Boarl 1ihe name of Aiss
Adelaide R. Hasse had been most frequently
mentioned, whereupon the Board voted
that the President be authorized to ask
Miss Hasse fo accepl the posltion,

It was discussed whether the next annual
meeting of the Specinl Labraties Associution
should be held at the smme time and place
as the A. L. A, The Presidenl was anlhor-
ized to scnd out a letter (o ull members of
the Association after the A, T.. A, had an-
nounced its plans, asking for an expression
of opinion.

A letter from the H W. Wilson Company
offering to take over the handling of back
numbers of SPECIAL LIBRARIES was
read by DMiss Laiebmann and it was voted
that the offer be accepted.

The most important matter considered by
the MExecutive Board was the question of
the expansion of 8, 1. A, actlivitics during
the coming year. It was decided that the
greatest presenl necd of the Association is
an Intensive campaign to increase moember-
ship in the Association and {o exiend the
circulation of SPECIAL LIBRARIES 1t
was therefore decided that the President
draflt a letler to every member of the Asso-
ciatlon asking ijor their cooperation in a
country-wide membership ecampaign. Miss
Mary D. Cox was appomted Campaign Di-
reclor, with Miss Rebecca B. Rankin as
IMrst Assistant. It was further deecided
that local campaign representatives be ap-
pointed in the various cities to carry on lhe
work of solicitation. Such a campaign in
the beliet of the Executive Board will im-
prove the prestige as well as the financial
standing of the Associalion and lay the
basis for a futurc program of consiruclive
Association activity.

The Speclal Library Census

Mr, Wilham I, Jacob, as Chalrman ol
the Census Commitiee, has reported to the
President that data has been recelved con-
cerning some 300 specinl Ubrarvies through-
out the United States. M. Jacolb is pre-
paring to send out supplementary letters
to all special librarians to obtain a few
extra delails about cach library and to en-
deavor to reach all special librarians who
have not as yet been heard from. The Asso-
ciation is heavily indebted {o Mr. Jacob for
his arduous labors to make his survey as
comprehensive and as accurate as possible,
Wil each member of the Association who
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has not wlready done so gel in Louch with
Alv, Jacob, giving full details about their
own Hbrary and suggesting the names of
others thal may not have reported. Only
a short time more can he allowed for the
gathering of Information, aiter which the
lacts already recelved will be edited and
then published as an cfficial report of the
Special Libraries Association. The report,
when published, should prove to be a ver-
itable mine of special libhrary mformation
and will be invaluable as a manunal of the
profession

The Gommittee on Methods

The Commitiee on Methods was appointed
November, 1419, with BMiss Mary B, Day,
Librarian of the Nutionul Sufety Council,
as Chairman, lor the purpose of collecting
and disseminating intormation concerning
the hest methods in use 1 the various spe-
cial hbraries of the country At the last
8. L. A. Convention Miss Day reported that
a general outline and plan had been formu-
lated by the Committee. Since that time
the Committee has been actively engaged.
A number of interesting (orms used in con-
neclion wilh special library work have been
received as the result of publicity in vari-
ous technical magazines calling attention
to the work and object of the Committee.
The Conmmiitee, in uddition to the Chair-
man, ineludes: Misg [rene Warren of the
Glohe-Wernichke Company, Chieago, Mr,
Frank K Walter, General Motors Corpora-
tion, Detroil, Mlsg Elsie L Baechtold,
Irving National Banlk, New York, and Mr
Daniel N. Handy of the Insurance Library
ol Boston, Every member of the Associa-
tion is  urgen(ly requesied to  co-operate
by sending all possible special library data
to Miss Day at the offices of the National
Safety Council, 168 North Michigan Ave.,
Chicago, Illinois,

The Committee on Employment

Miss Ilelen Norris, Labrarian of the Com-
monwealth Bdison Company, 72 West
Adams Street, Chicago, Illinois, is Chair-
man of the Committee on Employment and
all members of lhe Association are re-
quested lo Inform her of vacancies coming
o their attention. Miss Norris reports one
unfilled position at the present iime: Copl-
pany requires resenrell worker with train-
mg and experience in chenustry and 1i-
hrary work and able to read German and
French On Miss Norris' list are several
trained lbrary workers who are available
for suitable positions Miss Liebmann,
who asslsts Miss Norrs in handling t_he
work in the east, reports: "I have had in-
quiries Dboth as to positions and as to open-
Ings On an average of two to three a week,
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nearly all of these heing for positions in or
around New York® It has been decided
to appoint another assistant to handle the
work of the Commitiee in San Francisco
and other western cities,

Publicity for Special Libraries

Mr, Ralph L. Power, Chairman of the
Committee on Publicity, has published an
excellent article, entltled “"Women in Spe-
cinl Libraries,” in the September lst issue ol
“The Library Journal.” In this article Mr
Powear tells of ihe services in special -
brary work of Claribel R. Barnett, Alice L.
Rose, Mary L. Erwin, IFlorence Spencer,
Marion R. Glenn, Ethel M. Johnson, Marie
Fay Lindholm, Maud A Carabin, BEthel
Cleland, Sarah T DBall and Linda N Mor-
ley, At the request of the President a
numbaer ol reprints of this article have heen
made and copies will he gladly sent free
of charge to any memuer of the Assoclation
who will write the Piesident at Detroit.
Mr, Power, now on leave ol absence from
Boston University, is Professor in the De-
partiment oi Economics at the College ot
Willtam and Mary, Wilhamsburg, Virginia
and all publicity matters should be taken
up with him at that address.
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A Word About the Secretary and
Vice-President

The Secretary of the Special Libraries
Association 1s perhaps the busiest ol all
Association officers and her office Is con-
stantly besieged with letiers, requests and
telephone calls of cvery possible kind, T
15 estimatled that the S. L A, Secretary last
year received more than 2,000 lelters, every
ane of which had to he answered. In ad-
ditlon to the letiers 1lhere are telephone
calls and personal visits without numbenr.
Miss Liebmann is also the Treasurer of the
Assoclation. Aliss Margaret C. Wells, As-
sistant Secretary, iends to ihe entering of
all transactions but the filing and custody
ol the books devolves upon Dliss Liebmani,
During the past six months Miss laebmann,
in addition Lo her regular dulies, has made
a special trip to allend a meeting of the
KExecutive Board, has attended 1o the
transeribing of lhe proceedings of theo last
convention, and has extended material ald
o Miss Helen E. Hemphill who assumed
responsibility for the distribution of the last
issnes of SPECIAL LIBRARIES., Members
of the Association certainly owe a vote ol
thunks to Miss Liebmann for her untiring
efforts, as well as to Miss Hemphill and
Misg Wells.

LIBRARY CONFERENCE NEWS

The A. L. A, at Colorado Springs

Colorado Springs heing so distanl from
the cities where Lhe great majority of spe-
cial hibrarians ure locaied, the S. L. A. Con-
ierence for 1920 was held separately, Ths
does not mean, however, that there were
not any special hbrarvians to meet and
mingle at Colorado Springs with thoir
friends 1 the public library field. Some
forty or filty special lLbrariansg attended
the meeting and two or three interesting,
intormal meetings were held in various
rooms of the Antlers Hotel,

On the evening ot the first day of the
program 1n lhe ball room of the Antlers,
Dorsey W, Hyds, Jr, President of the Spe-
cial Librarians Association, addressed the
conference, his subject being the *“Outloolk
tor Speecial Libraries” * On Lhe day follow-
ing an intormal meeting of special libravi-
ans was held m the same room with Miss
Elsie L. Baechtold acting as Chairman. At
this and subsequent meetings many prob-
lems of the special library were discussed
and interesting comments were made by
Misy  Baechiold, Miss Louwse B, Krause,
* Librar Jouinal, June 15, 1920,

Ags 1da B, Campbell and many others.

Two meetings of the Jomnt Committee of
Seven were held, there berng prescnt Mr.
Samuel H. Ranck, the Clhairman, DMiss
Krause, Mr. Carlos (. Houghton, and Mr.
Hyde. All problems incident to S, L. A
participation in the work of the Emnlarged
Program were Lhoroughly discussed Dbul
specific aclion was deferred until {he comi-
pletion of the “Books for Everybody” cam-
miign.  AMiss Loumse B, Krause was hon-
ored at the end ol the conference by ap-
pointment as Vice-President of the American
Library Association,

The special programs included interesting
papers and discussions by the Agricullural
Libraries Section, the Chiidren's Lihrari-
ang, College and Reference, Professional
Training, School Librarres, Religion and
Theology, Public Documents, State Libra-
ries, Law Lihrares, library Commissions,
ele

Special Librarians at the lsle of Shoals

At the New England Library Associa-
fion’s meefing a{ the Isle of Shoals July
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1-3, an interesting session of the Bosion
Specfal Librarles Associution was held,
with Miss Barbara Duncan presidmng. M,
John G. Moulton, State A, L A, Directar,
made a statemenl regarvding the Rnlarged
Program, asking for the cooperation of ali
Massachuselts  special  librarians DMliss
Cuaroline Webster, Miss E. Kathleen Jones
and Mr. Carlos C. Houghton sceonded Mr.
poulton's remarks and then Mr., Houghton
discussed “Library Service and (he Busi-
ness Man®  Mr. Iloughion  deseribed  the
special problenis of (he special librarian
anid (he intensive llLrary methods which
he must employ in working with such
agencies as clippings and indexes.

A very interesting {1lk was mada by M
W. Irving Bullard, Vice-President of Lhe
Merehant's National Bank of Boston, in
which e discussed the uses of {he modern
library, and he ewmphasized the poini ihat
banking is no longer national, but inter-
national, and that a bank is now an eco-
nomic institutlon {for making researches.
The banker to day, said 3. Bullamd, believes
in giving his clients information and he
stated his bellel that Dank libraries offer
a great opportunity for young men and
voung women who are Interested in this
sort of research work,

At the close of Mr, Bullard’s paper Mr.
George W, Lee, Librarian of Stone and
Webster, took up the question of the de-
girability of making the work done by one
special lbrary available for all other such
institutions. Mr. Lee suggested further a
standard easlly remembered, telephone
number for libraries, thus making them into
central information hureaus Mr, TFrank
H, Chase spoke of Lhe development of ref-
erenee work in the Doston PPublic Library
under the stimulus of Mr. Lee’s recent ar-
licle “Tell Your Troubles Lo Lhe TPublic
Iabrary ”

Special Library Talks at Lake Placld

Allthough the special libramans of New
York City and Stlaie did not formally par-
ticipate in the Lauke Placid mceting of the
New York Library Association, Seplember
90-25, neverthelegy there was a very inter-
esling morning's program, credit [or the
arrangement of which is due lo Miss Flor-
ence DBradley, Lihrarian of the National
Organization for Publie Health Nursing.

Miss Helen T.etson teld of her expericnece
as Librarian at the Bloomingdale Hospital
for Nervous and Mental Diseases, a branch
of the New York Cily Hospilal, where 350
patients and the resident doclors and nurses
form an isolated liflle communily, Mrs.
Ruth Kimball Gavdiner, Associate Uibrarian
of the American Social Hygiene Assoeciation,
urged that librarlans supplement the work
of parents in teaching social hygiene, by
placing on the open shelves such works as
are suitable, including bLooks on sex educa-
tion for the use of young people, and stated
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that the Assoclation invited MNbrarians to
call upon it for help of this sort.

Aiss Mabel Brown had an inloresting
paper on the wark of the National Commit-
tee for Mental Hygiene in which were sug-
gested the ways in whleh the public library
can supplement its own resources Dy use
of the Committiee’s Library., Miss Caroline
Underhill told of the hospital work of the
Utica Publie Library and Mr, P. W. Garreft,
Secretary of the Y. M C. A Prison Commit-
lee, told of lus experience with prison libra-
ries. Finally My, Wyer, who calne earlier on
the program, told of some of (ke specinl
litmaries ferming part ol the Stafe Libravy,
such as the Law Library, the Legislative
Reference Library, and the librarvles ol Lhe
Education Department, which go out to
sonie 8,000 elementary schools, S$40 high
schools, as well as to clubs and otber edu-
cational institutions and {o individuals.

Ohio Special Librarians Get Together

The twenty-sixth Annual Conference of
ihe Ohio Libraries Association, held in
Cleveland, October 5-7, was the occasion of
a particularly interesting program which
was arranged by Mr. Joseph L Wheeler,
Presldent of the Association and Lihrarian
of the Youngstown Public LilLrary. Inter-
esting talks were presented on publicity,
reference work, library legislation and
special libraries.

The sessions of the second day were held
in the beautiful building of the Cleveland
Museum of Art and there were falks by
Mr., Frederick Allen Whiting, Director of
the Musecum, My, Carl H. dhilam and JMr,
William J. Hamilton, Secretary of the In-
diana Library Commission. Mr. Dorsev W,
Hyde, Jr, President of the Special Libra-
ries Assoclation, talked aboul “Boolks and
the Citizenship of Tomorrow.”

After a pleasurable luncheon in the
Museum restaurant given by the Cleveland
Club ol Special Libravians, an mmteresting
Special Libraries Session was held, with
Migs Alta B, Claflin, Librarian of the Fed-
eral Reserve Bank of Cleveland, presiding
Mr, Wheeler gave a highly interesting talk
on ‘“Cooperalion between Public and Spe-
cial Libraries” which we hope to obtain for
publication in a future issue of SPECIAL
LIBRARIES. Mr., Ward, Libraman of
Cleveland Public Library’s Technical Divi-
sion, followed Mr. Wheeler’s talk with a
description of the way his division serves
Cleveland special libraries nnd Miss Prouty,
head of the Siations Department of the same
libvary, spoke of her department's cooper-
ative plans. DMiss Doren, of Dayton, told
of a plan considered in that city for making
the public library a clearing house for spe-
cial libraries,

Misg Claflin next called on Miss Anna-
Lee Pace, President of the Cleveland Club
of Special Labrarians and Research Libra-
rian of the Hydraulic Pressed Steel Com-

ea,

1
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pany, who gave an excellent talk on "“The
Research Worker.,” Miss Ida B, Campbell,
Librarian ot the B, F Goodrich Company
of Akron, spoke on “Magazine Routing and
Digest of Current Periodicals” in a most
luminating manner, Mrs, Bertha 8. Me-
wen, Manager of the Files Department of
the Cleveland TFederal Reserve Bunk and
Mrs H. D. Pond, ot the Educalional De-
partment of the Ohio Desk Company, dis-
cussed jointlv “The Wling Depariment and
the Speecial Labrary.”

New York Special Librartans Have Big Time

The first fall meeting of the New York
Special ILabraries Assoclation was held
Octlober 22nd in the Restaurant on the 26th
floor ot the New York Municipal Building
In response to the attractive announcement
sent out by Miss Rebecea B, Rankin, Li-
hrarian of the New York Munieipal Refer-
ence Library and newly-elected President
of the Association, 150 special librarvians
gathered together for the Dbuffer dinner
which was served promptly aft 5.15 P. DM,
The altendance would have been larger had
the dining room capacity permitied; as it
wag 15 or 20 reservations had Lo be re-
fused. The mecting was most successful.
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A four course dinner was served which
proved that New York Cliy officlals appre-
ciate good cooking The dinner was pre-
ceded and followed by a social time during
which every one met the new guests and
renewed old {riendships. The President
made a few remurhs, setting forth the aims
of the Associntion for the coming winter, as
lollows*

(1) More interesting meetings.

(2) Increased membership.

(3) Gathering and compiling data for a
Handboolk.

(4) Close cooperation with (he national
association,

After the dinner the Membership Commit-
tee, ol which Miss Mary del. Cox Is Char-
man, got on the joh, and as a resull of thelr
efforts seventy-six new members were se-
cwed. The social arrangements for the
evening were 1 charge of a special Social
Commiltee amd mueh credit is due to the
efforts of its competent Chairman, Miss
Burnett  SPECIAT, LIBRARIES {¢ very
alad to learn of the progress being made by
Father Knickerbocker's special librarians
and wishes them all continued success in
the guod work.

The Library Workers Association

Miss Estelle L. Liebmann, Secretary of
the Special Libraries Association, has re-
ceived a letter trom Miss Catherine Van
Dyne, Secretary of the l.dbrary Workers’
Associatlon, in which Miss Van Dyne says:
“We feel that the Library Workers' Associ-
ation should either afiiliate with or join the
Special Libraries Asscciation. Will you let
us know what the procedure is and all about
it? We think that there will he ample op-
poriunities for cooperation Letween the two
Associations."”

Needless to say the Special Libravies As-
sociation was very glad to write Miss Van
Dyne welcoming the co-operation of the new
Association and expressing readiness to
work side Ly side for the best interests of
the library profession. But for the readers
of SPECIAL LIBRARIES who may not have
heard of the objects ol Lhis new Associa-
tion we give herewith the iniormation
which has Deen released for public con-
sumption

The organization meeting of the Library
Workers’ Association was held at Atlantie
City, N. J., April 30, 1920, in econjunction
with meetings held at that time and place
by the Peunnsylvania Library Club and the
New Jersey Librury Association About one
hundred librarians attended the meeting
and the following Draft of Organization was
adopted:

“Since the need of organization is felt
among the 10,000 o1 more library workers

in the United States withoul special train-
ing, we desire to form an Association:

1. Which shall be a Bureau of Informa-
tion tor library workers, whose success de-
pends on experience rather than {raining.

2. Whiceh shall be a Bureau of Informa-
tion for librarians who have nced of recom-
mended workers fitted to fill vacancies in
their libraries,

3. Which shall supply snch information
ag freely to other employment agencies andl
institutions as it does to libraries.

4, Which shall follow and give publiciwy
to legislation related to library workers,

Perhaps in view of questions raised it
may also be well to stale our purpose
negatively: Weo desire to form an Asso-
ciation:

1  Which shall not become a lahor or
trade union as deflned in the Century Dic-
tionary,

2  Which shall not create any unfortu-
nate distinetions Letween different groups
of persons employed in library work.

3. Which shall not in any way depress
standards of library work, The [riendliest
appreciation ol special training leads us to
recognize the advantages of workers with
speclal training and so lo organize against
our own disadvantage.

4. Which shall not oppose Standardizi-
tion and Certification ot library service.

9. Which shall not duplicate work per-
formed in an adequate manner by any offi-
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cial bureau of the A, 1. A. For the A. L. A.
as the parent assoclation of librarians this
Library Workers' Assoclation has a fitting
respect. With the A I. A, it will affiliate
at once and cooperate always.”

The second meeting of the Library Work-
ers’ Assoclation was held at IL.ake Placid,
N. Y., September 23, 1920, during the an-
nual conference of the New York State
Library Associalion At this meeting it
was reported that membership {n the Asso-
ciation had increased from fifty-four at the
first meeting to one hundred fifty-seven at
the second meeting, including sixteen instl-
tutional members. Succesy altending mem-
bership and publicity work was described
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and 1t was stated that efforty were being
made to cooperate with the American
Museum Association, the Special [Libraries
Association, the New York Tiling Associa-
tion, and others. Duting the year it was
reported some 1,342 personal letlers were
received and answered It was reported
that Doth the A I. A. and L. W. A, had
appointed committees to consider the matter
of affillation, The officers of the Associa-
tlon arve: President, Adeline T. Davidson,
Publiec Library, Bast Otange, N. J.; Vice-
President, Mary G. Peters, Publle Library,
Bayonne, N, J, and Secretary, Catherine
Van Dyne, Public Library, Newark, N. J,

SPECIAL LIBRARY FIELD DOINGS

A large Pennsylvania steel company has
written to several 8. L. A. members for
information conecerning special libraries, it
being proposed {o establish a library for
that firm A letter recently received states:
“Our idea is to establish a library service
including business data service for all de-
partments of the organization. To main-
tain a library of technical hooks, leading
trade papers, magazines, pamphlets, news-
papers, etc., to have a competenl person
read and eclip articles from all manner of
publications and sources of interesti to the
different departments and circulate same to
the (ifferent department heads, also to
clasgify and file these clippings, pamphlets,
etc, so as to have a ready reiference file
on all subjects likely to be of interest to Lhe
different depariments, To establish service
features such asg General Information,
Casual Reports, Daily News, Business Re.
ports, and Bibliographical service for local
and out of town offices and works.”

Mr E. Newman, Superintendeni of the
Planning Division of the Bethlehem Ship-
building Corporation, Ltd., Bethlehem, Pa.,
in a recent letier with reference to a pro-
posed special library for that firm states-
“You may be inierested to know that since
this question wag first brought up, the nian-
agers of this Corporafion have allotted an
appropriation for the estiablishment of a
small library.”

Mr. Guy E. Marion, past officer of the
S. L. A, has finished his worl for the Com-
munity Molion Picture Bureau in New York,
where he built up a library of motion pie-
ture information and compiled a card in-
dex of over 300,000 entrles, covering all
motion piotures released in America since
1915, Mr, Marion has returned to his
work as professional organizer of libraries
for corporations, husiness houses, associa-

tions and the like, and his address in future
will be 27 State Street, Boston, Mass.

Mr. Carlos C. Houghton has resipned as
Secretary of the Joint Comimitlee ol Seven
and has given up his work as direclor of
the Special Libraries Department al A, .. A.
headquarters. Mr., Hougaton has been
asked to organize a research and informa-
tion service for the Poore Publishing Com-
pany, who publish a number of industrial
manuals, and he will hencelorth be locaied
in New York City. Ilsewhere in this Is-
sue reference is made to the address re-
cently made Dby Mr, Houghton Defore the
Isle of Shoals meeling of the Boston Speclal
Libraries Association.

Miss Rebecca B. Rankih, Tabrarian of
the New Yorlk Municipal Reference Library,
hag Dbeen elected President of 'the New
Yorlkk Special Librariey Asgsociation. Miss
Rankin has recently been appointed Firat
Assistant in the intensive membership
campaign soon to he underfaken by the
Special Libraries Association.

Miss Elsle L, Bacchtold has recently ac-
cepted a position as l.ibrarian of the Irving
National Bank in New York City. Already
Migg Buechtold reporis that hooks and other
printed maiter have been collected togeiher
and ithe work of eatalogning and indexing
18 now well under way,

Miss Adelaide R Iiasse, who was recently
appointed as Director of the Training Sehool
for Business Tabrarians of the Washington
School for Secretaries, has accepted the
appointment ax Bditor-in-Chief’ of SPIECLAL
LIBRARTES, Elsewhere in this issue refer-
enee is made to the Traming School for
Business Librarvians and the scope and char-
weter of its work, The address is 1419 T,
Street, No W, Washington, D, (°

Mr. Ralph I. Power, TLibrarian of the
School of Business Adininistration of Bos-

i n
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ton University, has been granted a leave of
absence and he is now serving as Profes-
sor of Economics at the College of Willlam
and Mary at Williamsburg, Virginia.

Mr J. H. Friedel, former Editor-in-Chief
of SPECIAT, LIBRARIES, is now located
in New York City, the Nalional Industrial
Conlerence Board having removed its of-
fices [rom Boston lo New Yorlk, at 10 East
39th Street. Announcement has just conie
to us of the forthcoming publication, by
Lippincott of Philadelphia, of a book [rom
Mr. Friedel’s pen, entilled *‘Training for
Librarianship.”

Mr, George A, Deveneau, formerly direc-
tor of Library Cooperation work for the
United States Employment Service, has
been appointed Manager of the Service Sia-
tion Department of the Reuben H, Donnel-
ley Corporation, $52 South State Street,
Chicago, Ilinms Mr. Devencaun writes of
his work: *““We are developing a Business
Library Service in connection with the
Classified Telephone Directory and our Na-
tional Red Book ‘e are maintaning sim-
ilar Service Stations in Milwaukee, Cin-
cinnati, New Haven, and New York, and
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we are endeavormg in Chicago to work oul
a model Service Station :1cc0,1',dixlg to which
the others will he organized.

Mr, Willlam R. Reinicke, Assistant Sec-
retary to the Pennsylvanin War TIistory
Commission, has recently completed his
task of collecting the records of the war
activities of that state, covering military,
industrial, religious, [raternal activilies,
ete.; the record ol every man and woman
in service, and all official documents Dhoth
printed and manuseript. ‘This 1nteresting
special library of war-time information is
said to be one of the hesi of any gLate In
the United States.

Miss Anna Lee Puce, who has heen
elected President of lhe Cleveland Club of
Speefal Librarians, gave an interesting ad-
dress at the Specinl Lihraries Session ol
the Ohio Libraries Associantion conference,
Cleveland, Oclober 6, cnlitled “The
Rescarch Worker.,” DMiss DPace Is mnow
working up an extremecly interesiing sub-
ject elassification for the Hydraulic Pressed
Steel Company of Cleveland, of which firm
she is the Research Librarian,

TIMELY BIBLIOGRAPHICAL TOPICS

The September 25, 1920 issue of the Pub-
lic Affairs Information Service is a special
bulletin comprising an index to the most
important legislative enactments of the past
vear, O the eleven states in which repgu-
lar sesgsions were held 1 1920 all but two
arc covered, hut special sessions were cov-
ered 1 but four of the eighteen slales
wlhich held such sessions, Copies of this
bulletin may be purchased from the H. W,
Wilson Company, 958 Universily avenue,
New York City.

Reprinls ot the interesting article by
Mr, Ralph L. Power, enlilled “Women in
Special Libraries,” which appeared orial-
nally in The Library Journal, have been se-
cured by the President and may he had hy
members of the Special Tabraries Associa-
tion gratis Ly writing to Detroit.

An interesting list ol references on “The
Coordination of Transportaiion Facilities,”
prepared by the Bureau of Railway Eco-
nomics Library, Washington, D ., of
which Mr. R H Johuston its Librarian, has
been published in the September 15 issue of
The Library Journal

Mr. Wayne D Heydecker, Divector of
Research of The American City Bureau,
Tribune Building, New York City, has re-
cently compiled a valuable manual of filing
for ecivie organizations and municipal re-
search bureaus which contains a number of
piges of deseriptive tex{ and the most com-

prehensive  civie classification schente
whieh has as yvel come {o the attention of
SPECTAL LIBRARIES.

The National Research Couneil, 1201 Six-
teenth 8treet, Washington, D. (., issued
last March a valuable bulletin on ‘Research
Laborafories in I[ndustiral Esiablishimenis
of the Uniled States of Ameriea” The
Council hag also issued two reprints (Num-
hers | and 6) entliled respectively “Indus-
trial Research,” hy I. B. Jewcett, and ““The
Devalopment of Research in the United
Slutes,” by James Rowland Angell.

Miss Rebecca B, Rankin, Librarian of
the New York Municipal Referonce Library,
18 now compiling the comprehensive hih-
liography of munieipal problems which is
published quarterly by the National Municl-
pal Review. Copies of the Review coniain-
ing these bhibliographies may he obtainod
from Mr. Harold W Dodds, Sccrelary of
the National Municipal T.eague, 2061 Broad-
way, New York City.

A considerable number of special lbrar-
fans contributed articles or notes Lo Che
SPRCIAL: LIBRARIES number of the magn-
zine Filing, published at 320 Broadway, New
York Clily. The number was published in
two installments (February and Mareh,
1920, issues of Filing) Among the contii-
buters were: C. ¢, Willinmson, Herbert O.
Brigham, lLouise B, Krause, J. H, FPriadel,
Guy E Marion and Dorsey W, Hyde, Jr.
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Dr, Leonard Felix Fuld, formerly of the
New York Civil Service Commission and
more recently Eduecational Director of the
Bond Depariment of the Henry L. Doherty
Company, 60 Wall sireel, New York City,
has been carrying on some work Cfor his
firm which has much of interest for special
lIibrarians., Dr. Puld has utilized lbrary
service to the full {n connection with his
educational work and has 1ssued muany valu-
able publications, such as “The Pulse of
the Organization” which gives much of the
history ol the Doherty organization and the
utilities and financial undertakings with
which the firm has been connected.

The American City DBureau, Tribune
Building, New York Cily, publishes an in-
teresting organ called Community Leader-
ship which is clrculated among the more
fmportant chambers of commerce through-
out the TUmted States. Besides current
news as {0 chamber of commerce activities
and publicatlons, it contalns much informa-
tion and data of interesl to the ecivic worker
and municipal Ubrarian. The issue for Oc¢-
Lober 7, 1920, for example, containg a valu-
able list of hooks, pamphlels, reports and
articles on “Industrial and Economic Sur-
veys,” compiled by Shelby M. Harrison,
Director of the Department of Surveys and
Exhibits of the Russell Sage Foundation.

A new magazine in the field of transpor-
tation is (e Transportation World, pub-
lished by the Redficld Publishing Company,
Inc.,, at 18 Bast Forty-first street, New York
City. This magazine 1s printed on good
paper with many excellent illustrations and
hag five sections covering sieam railroads,
shipping, electric traction, power trucking,

The Transporlation Engineering Division
of the Packard Motor Car Company, De-
troit, Michigan, is making every, effort to
galvage information from the field of dis-
tributer sales activity which may be of use
in helping to solve the problems ineldent
to the practieal use of the motor truck™ in
the solution of haulage problems. The in-
formation thus secured i published in a
serleg of Transportation Enginesring Bulle-
ting which deal with motor truck operating
costs, load distribulion, market analysis,
truck driver's schools, and speeial equip-
ment.

One of the most attractive bulletins ls-
sued by governmental or municipal research
bureaus 1s the bi-monthbly bulletin of the
Detroit Bureau of Governmenial Research,
100 Griswold sireet, Detroit, Mich, of
which Dr. Lent D. Upson 15 Director, The
bulletin, which 1s entitled Public Business is
devoted chiefly to news concerning the De-
{roil city government, but a recent issue

SPECIAL LIBR.ARIEN 179

contained a complete list of the govern-
mental rescarch orgamszations throughout
the United States.

"Vigualizing Citizenship” is the title of a
new report of the New York Municipal Ref-
erence Library which contains what is per-
haps the most complete published list of
civie motion piclures. The report was com-
piled by Miss Ina Clement of the Library
staff, Irom the same source we have re-
cently received an interesting “PFire Pre-
vention Number” of Municipal Reference
Library Muoles.

Government war-time demands brought
prominently into the limelight the valuable
research work on wood products belng car-
ried on Ly the IForest Products Lahoratory
at Madison, Wisconsin. The Lahoratory is
constantly experimenting with types of
lroxes and containers, paper pulp, the uses
of wood, ete,, with the object of perfecting
commercial usages. Mr. Carlisle P. Wins-
low 1s Direclor of the Laboratory and in-
formation as to its publications can be ob-
tained from Mr. C. R. Thomas, who i3 in
charge of publication of results.

Mr, John Warner, F. .. A, who is Chief
Librarian of the Newport Public Libraries,
Dock street, Newport, Monmouthshire, Eng-
land, has written for information concern-
ing SPECIAL LIBRARIES. Mr, Warner in
his letter stated: "I am preparing for pub-
lication a volume on ‘Reference Library
Methods' and there is much in your journal
that would be of value to me"

The twentv-ninth annual report of the
Seattle, Washington, Public Library, of
whieh Mr. Judson T. Jennings is Librarian,
has a number of interesting pages of com-
ment upon Seattle Library service which
are of Interest to special librarians, For
example, it is stated “that business men
of the city are finding the library's books
and periodicals of increasing importance to
them. Six thousand three hundred and
twenty books on business were lent during
1919—an Increase of 48 per cent. over 1418.”

Dr, Fredrik HMielmgirst and Mr B, G. As-
plund (Stockhalm)} are visliing libraries in
the United States, studying library affairs
generally, and library bulldings in partieu-
lar. ‘Their itinerary includes some of the
leading public and university lbraries, II-
brary commissions, and A, L. A, headquar-
ters.

Dr, Charles C. Willlamson, Past President
of the Special Libraries Association and
Chief of the Economics Division of the New
York Public Library, is making a tour of
the United States and visiting public 1i-
braries in every city along his route
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