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The Public Library and the Business Man

John Adams Lowe, Assistant Librarian, Brooklyn Public Library!

The library world has been watching the
Special Libraries Association for the past ycar
or two It is maivelling at the woik it gets
done. Not the least of the success of the
association is due to Miss Kanlan, who from
the time of her clection as presideni to the
moment of her retirement has held before
the association unusually high idcals, a for-
ward-looking constructive program for the
year's work, a spirit of cooperation, and an
interest in professional growth. Her commit-
tees seem impelled by an unlimited activity
which actually produces results,

At this conference T have come to the con-
viction that theie must exist somewhere a new
kind of professional genus, At least one
which I have not known intimatcly by the
classification given here.  They are called
“special librarians,” I have listened to the
papers wilh care and have tried te discover
just how (hese “special hbhranans” differ from
the frequently discredited “public librarians”—
those “general, easy-going, non-elfective hook-
worms who hand oul pap to novel readers and
children,” I have almost come to belieye that
some of us think that there are two creatures
vastly dillerent in make-up, in purpose, in
training and in work. From what dala I have
gathered, T cannet tell whether T belong to the
class of “special” or “public.” I was once a
librarian of a college, but we served the town
and country as well as the faculty and students.
Later I served as the field representative of a
library commi‘gsion, and the problems are very
special and most public, Now I am an assistant
libraran in a great city system of free public
libraries, altho my duties are so special that
nothing I have heard mentioned at this con-
ference about the practices of public librarian

applies to my daily activities. Can it mean
that some of us would limit “special” to mean
“business” libraries as distinguished from all
other highly orgamzed and specialized li-
hraties?

A Common Task

Woe should not go too far in making any
distinctions of this soit. The purpose and
funclions of all public libraiies and special
libraries arc csscentially alke. We are all
trying to do onc thing, e wanl to biing
to him who sceks it the hearts and minds of
thinking people of yesterday, and ol the proph-
cts who speak of tomorrow. And how shall
we do this but by print, One hbrmian brines
a greal biography, or a history or a novel, an-
other o greal oratorio, another a great scientiie
discovery, another a fact of ¢omumerce or .u-
dustry, using the same medinm, print, for the
same pipose, the advance of civilization, the
hetterment of the individual, the betier va-
derstanding of tiuth. .\ faet is just as 1eal
andd true and valuable in the 1ealm of the scho-
Jar as of the business man  The methods even
do not difier greatly, No, we are all closdly
mterwoven, so let us thmk of omselves s
hbratans—Dbook handlers, pint  distributoms,
those who make available the heart-beats and
minel readers of all time, We e not cre-
ators.  Let ws not cven to a <hght eswent,
wake that mistake and hoast unjustly. We e
all trying to put knowledge to work.

The relationship between public librarics and
business libraiics is very close. The work is
all interwoven, Libiarians are dependent one
upon another., No onc of us has all the
knawledge or all the tiuth, Think of you dwly

t Speech before the Special Libiary Association, Atlantic City, May 23, 1923,
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work, wnd magine for a moment that you
could not call upon the resources of the pub-
lic libiary, where would you he? On the other
hancd the public lihrary cannot undertake to
do the research and lahoratory wotk required
in a busmess hbraiy. It is a great gencral or-
nanization established to hring tle best read-
ing to the greatest number at the least :J(Hl.
Its primary function in the nse of prit H't()
create a reading habit and an mtelligent ability
of print-usine. Inadequate {unds Hmit its pous-
sthilities of pursuing the minute research prob-
lems to meet the neceds of the business man,
the professional man, the scholar. DBut lmige
public libiaries do have divisions or bianches
which correspond 1 a very real sense to thlc
so-called special hbraiies. Newark, St. T.ouis
and Detroit, and otheis, have theil luisiness
branches. New Yok has its famous Alunicipal
Refetence DBranch, and very completely de-
veloped hbiaries in the Art andd  Prints
Division, Amcrican tlistory Division, Tconom-
.¢s Division, Science and Technology Division,
The Brooklyn Public Library has its Music
T.ibrary, its Libraty for the Blind and a large
fnilding completely cquipped and adnministered
{or children. These have special collcctions of
material and cspecially trained Lbrarians, but
10 one thinks of them but as public librarians
It is not a matter of importance to draw dis-
criminating lines between what is special and
what is public. Let us all woik together as
hbrarians, livarians in a craft, some having
aifls of 1escarch, ~ome of otganization, and
come of promotion and salesmanship, but all
working for one common end.

Things That Count

Library service 1s measured by its cireulation
statistics We cnumerate our many and yvaricd
activities The clipping of periodicals and
newspapers, the ecternal filing of data, the
production of data needed at the instant called
for, the reading clubs, the stoty houts, the
sending of books to schools, factorics, outlying
cummunities, instructions in the use of the li-
brary, these are not in themselves our i1eal
contribution a- lilmarians, They are not the
fundamentals, When a boy here and a airl
there have fohd a new vision thru a book
aud arc anxious lo [ollow the gleam thru
romance and adventute, thru testing and niat,
thru chivalry and noble deeds, to come out in-
to a large and beautiful hiving, the library lus
met an obligation, When a man or a woman
finds self expiession, recteation with a 1w
and broader beginming, when hooks bLiing 1o
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him a new hope, a new outlook on life and
a better understanding of ils meaning, books
have served. To such ends all our activities
must be shaped Oh yes, we must attend to
the 1outine—nothing is safle or souund with-
otit it But routine is only a means to a larger
end, Time and cneigy must be given to seck-
ing aad huding ticasures m print needed by
men e women, whether thov knmy they need
them or nat.

But what can the public library do for the
husiness man T have hinted at it all the way
along. T{ you must have a calalog here it is
with briel entry, Thiu his librarian the en-
tire resources of the public library are made
available to him for aid in his business. You
know belter than T the 1ange of information
required, and the mecthods you tale to oblain
it. Somectimes a business lhatian seems to be
clothed with the duties of a private secretary,
a private delective, and author of papers. One
Iibtarian of this kind {old me that she was an
oclopus sitting in a small room which housed
a few Looks, and thrusling oul in every dirce-
tion to seize upon any data needed and when-
cver she needed i, no malter whose it was or
how she got it. One of the large public li-
braries reports that the calls for information
from business and other specialized libraries
in the city are so numcrotts and required so
much time thal another assistant should he
added to the staff. This fact alone would seem
to indicale that the public library can do some-
thing for the businesss man thru his own
libraiian,

The Public Library Helps

Bul whatl happens to the unfortunate busi-
ness man who cannot afiford to maintamn a
library aud rctain a librarian?  Poor fellow!
We find him just falling back helplessly upon
the public library. And by the horde of such
men who come to our library we draw the
conclusion that there are still many, many men
in commercial lines who do nol have the ad-
vantage of a special hihrarian. Of course the
public libiary admits thal it cannol always
meet his demands with the speed or complete-
ness that could be wished o1 that would be
possible 1f more money and more people were
available.

The Libiary Extension Dinision of the Pub-
lic Library helps business men in supplying
traveling collections ol books for the execu-
uves and the employees, for staff rooms, for
forums or collateral 1eading {or classes of in-



November, 1923

struclion. Tncidentally it can help everyone in
the o1ganization with material on his hobby—
for of comse every live individual has a hobby,

And il your business man [alls ill and is
sent to the hospital, there he will find a 1e-
presentative of the public hbrary with her arms
Iull of hooks and magazines, new, clean ones—
or perhaps with a lttle bedside wapon {fiom
which he can make a selection comlortably,

And if he {falls down befoie the law and
finds himsell in jail thin some misunderstand-
ing or other on his patt, why there are books
to help his pass his titne congenially froni the
public libray, These are carclully chosen
not to excite him or give him information like-
ly to lead to further ciime. And even the
librarian is sworn not to make things cm-
barassing wilth recognitions of acquaintance-
ship. I never go to a prisoner without think-
ing “there but for the grace of God stands
you,” and I have olten wondered if it would
not be worth while cullivating the reading
habit, if for no other reason than to he pre-
pared against such a possibility.

And again the public library can help the
business man in the selection of books [or his
home problems. The matter of reading for the
children is of vital importance, much more so
than some busy meu appreciate. And the
public library has on its staff children's li-
brarians who because of long and carcful
training in children's lilerature are prepared
1o give expert advice about book selection One
day at Rotary a greal merchant told me that
he was having the greatest fun, He said he
was iaking a few minutes each night to read
stories to his four-year-old hoy. 1 asked
him what he was readmmg him and he replied,
“Oh the Higglety-Pigglety stories and the
Bedtime storics in the newspapers, or anything
I stumble on.” Then I told him of a recent
experience of mine. An authority on children's
literature, whose judgment on boys' hooks had
heen our guide for thice years, urged me al-
most against my reason to read Kipling's
“Tust So Stories” to my four-year-old Loy,
I protested because T thought such literature,
imagination and [ancy would be too advanced
for him. She knew the book and the boy better
than I. Me loved it. He laughed and laughed
at the right places and begged for the stories
over and over night after night. He knows
and repeats parts of the stories and he uscs
phrases and whole sentences of Kipling on
occasions. And he's nothing extraordinary.

Even at four years a boy's diction necds
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most careful attention, and the hooks he reads
to be ol use to him must not murder the
President’s TEnglish. Morals are already de-
veloping T want to know what impressions,
never peithaps Lo be obliterated, the stories
are going to leave on a sensitive orginism,
But I am like your business man altho pos-
sibly with maice hook contacts. Like hin, I
cannot take tume to 1ecad thio the almost un-
limited supply of books for boys and girls
and determine what is right for a boy of four
who shows certain likes and dislikes. Noi is
there any good reason why I should. These
special limarians in public libries are giving
their days to the problem and the resulis of
their study and cexperience arc available o
anyone who needs and asks for them,

The Personal Touch

But you will say this is just individual werk,
Well, isn't that what we librarians have to
do? It 1s the winnmg of the ones, making
them scc the value of print {o them and then
helping thom torm habits of using print in-
telligently.

The president of the American Bankers'
Association just told you that the idea of
“business for business” is gone. It is a thing
of the past. Today business is simply an op-
portunity for science. He told you how the
hbankeis of America are working to develop
character in their associates.

We as hibrarians must {ind 1 our daily work
the same thing or we are lost. We may win
great circulation statistics without it, but im
the winning we may lose greater things. Jesus
Chiist asked, “What shall a man give in ex-
change [or his soul” Our daily routine may
buld into our character paticnce, faithfulness,
acciacy ol deed and accuracy of thinking,
justice and square dealng and many other
fundamentals, but tlus 1s too narrow a point
of view for an unselfish Christian. We have
a te-pousihility for the other fcllow's 1ights,
his well-being and his chance at character de-
velopment, 1 like to think of what Stevenson
said about this. “My duly toward my neigh-
bor,' he wrote, “is not to make him good,
Lut 1f I may to make him happy.” Aud that
1s the essence of the whole thing, for Steven-
son understood how dependent tiue happiness
is on a clean couscicnce.

For him who comes to our desk secking
statistics and facts which shall help in the
business let us be diligent m giving as ac-
curate and rapid assistance as possible, but let

!
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us not forget to give him something in addi-
tion for himself independent of the business;
something for his recreation, his inspiration.
Don't misunderstand me. Heaven for{end that
librarians should become such creatures as the
men in the army tetmed “Calamity Janes” and
“Tract Droppers” VWhat I suggest requires a
somewhat intimate knowledge of the pcison,
his hobbies, his tastes, his aims and ambitions,
and it requires an accurate knowledge of hooks,
for a good book poorly placed is as useless
as no book at all Your business man has
just purchased a little place out in the coun-
try. He wants a garden which he can work
himself. You know what is before him if he
is gomng to wade laboriously thiu the volum-
inous literature of garden making. Peien-
nials arc the thing he nceds. He may not
discover it for a season or Lwo unless you
get just the right book and leave it on his
desk some day at closing tume I you don't
know the book consult the public hbrary.
Something in the day’'s work has been enough
to shake his faith in his fellows; possibly you
know a message for him in print which he
can come upon by himself if put where he must
{all over it

Mrs. Armstrong® has just told you of her
welfare work with the Eastman Kodak Com-
pany. You remember thal she said that one
of the saddest things she saw was the way
the men who had been rctired after years of
service came hack day after day and watched
the long line pass in and the men punch the
time clock when the day's work began. They
realized that they never can punch the time
clock agam. And do you recall that she
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pointed out that almost invariably they did
not last very long after they were retired?
Taken out of the rut they had heen in so many
years they did not know how to go on with-
out it. They had concentrated so completely
on the one job thal as the days came and
went everything else had been crowded out
of their lives, and when they could no longer
carry their job, lhife itself gradually slipped
away,  Isn'l theie something which we can
do us the business days march on Lo save our~
selves and our associates from such cmpliness
of living? Il we can do no more it is our
duty to preach the gospel of the value of
reading. Read for today, read [o1 tomorrow,
but today and tomorrow Lo develop the habit
of keeping in touch with what the world is
thinking and doing, lest that day come which
finds us marooned, 1solnied, side-tracked, dead
but not huried.

\Well, then, shall we staic owm question in
a larger way and ask ourselves what can the
librarian do for the business man? First
meet Ius business needs, and second, help him
to find for himseclf in print a way of escape
into the larger and moie abiding things of
life.

Let us go Lack {rom this conference to our
tasks with a scnsc that we as librarians, serving
in gencral, public, special, or rescarch capac-
ihies have one greal contribution to make.
Let us iealize that our purpose, aim and
mcthods are practically ihe same, and let us
work together not as separate, isolated indi-
viduals, hut as ndependent units of a great
whole. Content if hy our striving Truth
comes a little nearer into its own

Classification in Special Libraries®

Emilie Mueser, Engineering Societies Library, New York City

The chief function of the special library, as
we understand the term, may be said to be
twofold: it seeks to make a reasonably com-
plete up-to-date collection of data for a definite
subject as found not only in books, but also in
reports, pamphlets, clippings, etc.; and sec-
ondly, it aims to index and classify such ma-
terial in a manner Dest calculated to make it
available when needed, with the minimum of
effort and delay. It is the purpose of this
paper to discuss briefly the ways and means
for classifying and indexing such a collection.

The value of the special library in the task

it has set for itself is too geneially rccog-
nized to need discussion. It has firmly cstal-
lished itself as a distinct aid to research and
progress in the industrial and business world
This very recognition of its value, however,
has alsa brought with it a realization of certain
deficiencies and limitations for which it may
properly be our problem to seck satisfactory
solutions.

The lack of proper standardization and
classification, causing as it must, duplication
of effort, lack of centralization of matenal,
and loss of time due to differences in classifi-

:This paper is a summary of a talk to the Special Libraries Association at Atlantic City, May =25, 1923.
Paper read before the Group on Cataloging and Classification at the conference, May, 1923.
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cation and indexing, is perhaps at present the
most serious limitation to the more effective
work of special libraries, If it be borne in
mind that there arc at least three major classi-
fication systems: the Dewey Decimal classifi-
cation and relatiy index, the Cutter Expansive
classification, and that of the Library of Cou-
gress, apatt from the gteat number of minor
ones that seek to satisfy the needs of wmndi-
vidual industries or scientific groups, such as
Elliot's business libiary classification, the pos-
sibilities for the future of betler standaidiza-
tion in this ficld of endeavor may be easily
appreciated, It is not, howcver, within the
scope of this paper to add 1o the already
voluminous discussions of the rclative merits
of even the leading systems mentioned. Each
syslem no doubt has points of strength and
weakness on which it may he favored or as-
sailed. Entirely aside from ihe debatable
question of superioiity of this or that system,
therefore, the fact remains that if there is to
he greater standardization of the work of
special libraries in the fulure, there must of
necessity be a gradual convergence toward one
defimte system rather than a continued, or
even increasing divergence, along many. If
this is true, then it is also pertinent to the
question of standardization to consider which
of the major systems of classification now in
use has already carned for itself, apart [rom
its other merits, the very defimte one of be-
ing at present most widely in use. It is only
from this point of view, that 1t may be per-
missible to recall briefly certain [acts about the
Dewey system.

International Recognition For Dewey

1t may be noted at once that the Dewey
system has become firmly established as a
basis for classification in Europe. This was
due in a large measurc to the exhaustive study
by the International Institute of Bibliography
m Brussels, of classification systems in the
later 1800s which resulted m the final decision
to adopt the Dewey Decimal system, with
certain modifications and amplifications, Sub-
sequently they published, in 1907, this classi-
fication, a two thousand page volume with im-
portant supplementary tables. As a result this
scheme rapidly gained general recognition
throughout Europe. This Brussels expansion
of the Dewey has been adopted by the Dutch
government for its correspondence files, is be-
ing used by Russian public libraries, by certain
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French, German, Dutch and Spanish and Ital-
ian publications, has been translated, af least
in pait, into Dutch and German,

It may be mentioned that the groups ex-
panded in the Brussels scheme are in the “Nat-
ural Science” and “Useful Arls” classes, with
amplification in the shape of tables of {orms
and signs that may be used to modily classi-
fication unumbers, as well as tables of geo-
graphical and chronological divisions. The
technical sections, were sufficiently detailed and
elastic to meet adequately the needs of the most
intensive specialization, thus becoming applic-
able to the most exacting 1equirements of in-
dustrial firms and research laboratories

It is perhaps typical of American methods
of scientific and industrial progress to con-
centrate with great intensity through individ-
ual effort, on new problems that present them-
selves, to forge ahead by dint of specialized
application whenever an mdustrial need is felt,
rather than to build moic slowly through the
method of greater coordination and centraliza-
tion. Our efforts perhaps reach further along
certain lines, even make vital headway more
quickly, than these abroad, but are apt to he
retarded by rcason of a lack of stability due
to their spasmodic character and lack of co-
ordination.

Extensions of Dewey

Contemporaneous with the Brussels effort
at international coordination of classification
methods, which resulted in the general adop-
tion in Europt of the Dewecy system, we find
separate efforts made in America, by the En-
gineering Department of the University of
Illinois which published “An extension of the
Dewcy Decimal system of classification applied
to enginecring industries” in 1912; the classi-
ficatioty for forestry as published in 1917 in the
“Journal of Forestry;” a classification of aero-
nautics by Ansel Slobod while in the library of
the Curtiss Airplane Company; the Colorado
School of Mines classification on metallurgy
and mining enginecring published in 1911 and
1012; United States Burcau of Standards,
Radio which has just appeared in permanent
form as Circular 138; each one of the above
mentioned scientific or industrial groups doing
valuable work in making an cxpansion of the
Dewey classification to meet its own special-
ized needs. What these and similar organiza-
tions have done and are doing, others will do
as need arises. Thus the number of specialized
expansions of the Dewey classification along
lines in which the Dewey classification is still
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incomplete is steadily increasing, with the re-
sult that here, as well as abroad, this system of
classification is cstablishing itself cven more
firmly,—a fact which poiuts very favorably
toward that standardization so nceessary, for
the most effective wark of the speeial Librmy
in the future,

A further defimte step toward the poal of
standardization was laken in 1921 by the new
periodical publication, “Management Engincer-
ing,” the first in America to follow the lead
of numerous Furopean publicatious which have
for some years practiced the classification and
indexing of all their articles as an ad (o
proper clipping and filing by interested readers,
All articles ol this periodical arc classified
and indexed by the Engincering Societies Li-
brary. The value of such work is obvious.
Not only 15 unnecessary duplication of work
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avoided, and space ang time conserved through
concentration of material, hut a greater unm-
{ ity of classificalion torminology is bound
to 1et’t. While this new eifort is still in
1ts cvpenmental stage, the cver incrcasing
vt o of questions fov miormation wlidh
are finding their way Lo the Enuineering So-
cretics Lalrary aboutl this phase of the weilk
ate evidence wnough thal such central oliice
classification would fAll a wvital need. IIow
can it Le otherwiser 1 the special librasy
would most effectively reliect and assist the
American scientific and industrial progress of
ilus era—and that is our sole reuson for
existence—it must keep step with the methods
of the “Big Busmess” of our day. And what
aims are more vilal to it today than those
wlnch we too must follow —centralization and
standardization

Some Recent Business Books

Margarett A. James, Reference Lidrarian, Harvard Graduate
School of Business Administration

The business book is no longer a novelty,
and as writings on business increase, they not
only divide the field more minutely, but also
are of more substantial character. Two dis-
tinct types emerge—books intended primarily
for students in the growing university depart-
ments of commerce and those planned in the
first instance for the reading of the business
man himself,

In the field of industrial management, for
instance, “Industrial Management” by Richard
H. Lansburgh (New York, John Wiley and
Sons, Inc.) is distinctly a textbook systemati-
cally covering the entire ficld, It deals point
by point with the physical features of the
factory and methods of handling materials,
as well as the chief problems encountered in
handling the factory personnel. A whole scc-
tion of the book is devoted to “standardiza-
tion” which the author régards as the essential
of modern scientific industrial management.

Everit and Johnson's “Cost Accounting for
Foundries” (New York, McGraw-Hill Pub-
lishine Company) also lies in the field of in-
dustrial management but is addressed not to
the college student but to the foundryman
himself. Tts aim is to “make the subject easily
undersiandable by the foundryman who lays
no claim to accounting knowledge., The lan-
guage used is the language of the shop” So
far as the reviewer can judge, the object has
been well attained through the use of clear

language and illustrations of the form recom-
mended by the authors. A [ew of the chapters,
covering the principles of cost accounting m
ceneral, are reprinted from the recent hook
by Heywood and Basset on “Production Engi-
neering and Cost Kecping for Machine Shops ”

Adaptation to an audiencc of business men
is carried to an extreme in Scott and Hayes'
“Science and Common Sensc in Dealing with
Alen” (New York, Ronald Press.) The
greater part of #hs little book on industrial
psychology describes the use of mental tests in
determining the varying abilities of men. A
few chapters arc given to a discussion of the
fundamental qualitics of man on the basis of
the modern psychology of instincts. The au-
thors cwvidently [elt that constant persuasion
is necessary to make exccutives believe that
difficultics with an employce may be due to the
employee’s mental qualities and not to “orig-
inal sin,” and that individualized trcatment is
necessary. But in view of the modern de-
velopment of personnel management the re-
viewer believes that these ideas are no longer
novel in industry, though there are no doubt
those who still need enlightenment. To such
employers this book will apparently make its
chief appeal.

Two more volumes have rccently been is-
sued in the Harvard series of business prob-
lem books. These are M. T. Copeland’s “Prob-
lems in Marketing” and T. H. Sandery
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“IProblems in Industrial Accounting” (Chicago,
A. \W. Shaw Co.) These volumes continue the
policy of the Ilarvard Graduate School of
Business Administiation in using for teaching
pmposes actual business problems involving
an exceutive deeision  Each cites several hun-
dred problems in s special ficld, grouped by
topes, with questions as to the proper course
of action. The problem book on cost account-
ing also includes a Dbriel description of the
principles of the subjeet. While intended for
texthooks, the volumes should prove of m-
terest to the far-sceing husiness man who
wishes to know the questions confronting ofher
cxecutives

Books on selling (1ot on the broader sub-
ject of marketing) are generally wrtien for
the man in the field and “Creative Sclling:
Making and Kecping Customers” hy Charles
Henry Mackintosh (New Yoik, Applelon) has
been prepared for the use of both wholesale
and retail salesmen. “Effective thinking,”
“keys to successful sclling,” “mass selling” and
“keeping customers” are the four main topics
of discussion. To the reviewer the last ap-
pears the most useful section of the publica-
tion. It deals with the handling of complaints
by letter, and gives many examples of methods
of satisfying the customer. Librarians who are
struggling to replace the “I don't know" atti-
tude toward their public with a constructive
policy will appreciate the author’s suggestions.

Among the group of busincss hooks on the
reviewer's desk there stand out two written
by business men for business men., “Cotton
and the Cotton Market” by W. Hustace Hub-
bard, a New York cotton merchant, is a clear
and interesting account of raising and selling
the American cotton crop. (New York, Apple-
ton.) “Hedging” (protection apainst loss
through buying contracts for the future de-
livery of colton) and speculation in colton are
also discussed. As a cotton broker, the au-
thor naturally supports the work of the Cot-
ton Exchanges and the present system of
marketing cotton. He is not violently partisan,
however, and the whole impression of the becok
is that of drawing on a wide store of experi-
ence, and giving authoritative facts on the in-
dustry.

“Bulding your own DBusiness” by A, C.
Burnham, president of the Brodie-Burnham
Compnany, a small Chicago publishing housc
(New York, Ronald Press), is a unique and
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interesting work,  In Driel the thesis 15 his
belief that

“When my hoy finished his formal edu-
cation, cven though that might extend
through a college course, I should prefer
1o have him slart in business independenth
by puichasing a sack of peanuts, putting
them into small bags, and hawking them
on the street corner at 5 cents a bag, than
to have lum accept a salaried “job” with
the iggest corporation or bank 1 Amei-
wa, ..

“1 believe it would be belter for him
in the long run, for in the first instance
he would learn something about business
in gencral—not about a business. . ,

“His chances for success would be, I
believe, in proportion to whatever ability
Lie possessed, possibly 75 in 100, perhaps
moie, but if he followed the second plan
of “accepting a position,” his chances to
make any marked success certainly would
not be greater than 5 in 100 unless he was
a verilable gemus, or unless a miracle hap-
pened to him.”

AMr, Burnham bases his contentions on re-
ports of "how they did it” from the heads of
fifty-cight medium-sized businesses selecled at
random m Dun’s credit rating book. Along
with the 1eports of these men on the way they
built up successful enterprises, he has chapters
on how to choose, finance, and operate an in-
dependent business.  \Whether or not onc can
subscribe fully to his point of view, the book
is a stimulus to courageous, independent action
—worth reading by men and women in almost
any occupation.

As different a type of business book as the
reviewer's boolk-shelf holds is the "“Source-
Book of Research Data,” compiled by the New
York University, Burcau of Business Re-
search (New York, Prentice-Hall). Sources
for two types of statislics arc listed for im-
portant commoditics—those of “quantity and
physical volume” (including production, ship-
ments, receipts, stocks on haud, exports and
imports and the like) and a valuable list of
sources for business data is also given, to
which is added a brief, well-chosen “working
library of current statistics.” Intended for
“the research man 1n business” the volume will
be of direct usefulness to a large group of
special librarians. The authors ask for sug-
gestions and criticisms so that we may expect
later editions to cover more commodities and
more sotirces of statistics.
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Distribution of Chicago City Documents

An ordinance was passed by the Chicago
City Council on July 2, 1923, providing for the
sale and distubution of copies of city docu-
ments and publications of Chicago hy the
Buteau of Statistics and Municipal Reference
Library A digest of the salient provisions
ol this ordinance follons herewith:

Section 3651a.  DProvides for sale at cost by
Municipal Refercnce Librarian of  surplus
copies ol documents and publications of the
ity government committed to his custody.

Provides that the selling price of stich pub-
lications shall he at cost and sulficient to cover
the cost of paper, handling and printing.

Provides that any city official having in his
charge the sale of publications of the City of
Chicago duesitmg to be relieved of the same
may suriender such publications to the Munic-
ipal Reference Librarian who shall sell the
same at cost.

Provides that heads of departments, boards,
commissions, council committees and other di-
visions of the city goveinmenl are required
to dehver to the Mumapal Reference Libra-
nan at least once cach year all publications m
their custody not tequired for further use.
Such publications shall then he disposed of
Ly the Municipal Reference Librarian al the
cost price.

Prowvides that no publications shall be sold
Ly any depariment, buieau, division, board or
commission unless the sale thercof shall Le
specifically authorized by the Cily Council.

Scction 3651h, Provides that any edition of
an annual or special report issued by a de-
paitment, board or commission must be ap-
proved by the City Council as to the number
of copies.

Provides that the number of copies of an
cdition o be sct aside for the use of the
department, board or commission issuing the
same, and the number of copies of such edi-
tion which shall be made available for dis-
tribution or sale under the terms of the ordi-
nance shall be determined and fixed by a board
consisting of the Municipal Reference Libra-
1an, a represcutative of the Finance Commit-
tee of the City Council, and the head of the
department, board or commission issuing such
annual or special report.

Provides that the ordinance does not apply
to orders, regulations, mstructions, directions,
notices, leaflets or circulars of information
printed for official use and 1ssued by a depart-
ment, board or commission,

Section 3651c. Provides that copies of pub-

lications of the city govermment shall be dis-
tributed without cost to the Mayor, City Coun-
cil, City Clerk, and City Trcasurer, and to
heads ol departments, boards and comnussions,

Provides that clective officials of the various
goveinments of Chicago and Cook County, all
clective members of the government of the
State of Illinois, public librarics, university
and institutional libiaries located in the State
of Illinois, Libraiy of Congress, newspapers
and civic organizations situated in the City
of Chicago, may upon request likewise receive
copics of such publications free of charge.

Scction 3651d. Provides that the Municipal
Reference Librarian is authorized, subject to
the approval of the City Council and of the
head of the department, board or commussion
it which the same shall have originated, to
order printed or reprinted from time to time
copies of any publications of the city govern-
ment of the City of Chicago in such number
as may bLe deemed desirable and may be re-
quired for sale.

Scction 3651e. Provides that the Municipal
Reference Librarian shall annually submit a
report to the City Council showing the number
of copies of publications of the city govern-
ment 1eceived by him, from all sources, speci-
iying the title or character of each, the number
of copics sold, and the amount received for
the same in a manner prescribed by the City
Comptroller,

In addition to the foregoing, Section 3651
of the Chicago Municipal Code of 1922 pro-
vides that it shall be the duty of the head of
cvery department, hoard or commission of the
municipal government to transmit and furnish
to the Burcatt of Stalistics and Municipal Ref-
crence Library one hundred copies of each of-
ficial annual or special report or publication
of such department, board or commission. Such
reports and publications shall be used by the
Municipal Reference Librarian in obtaining by
exchange without cost similar reports and pub-
lications from other cities.

This ordinance is based upon the Federal
statute providing for the sale and distribution
of government documents by the Superin-
tendent of Documents at Washington. It is the
first ordinance passed by any city council
in the United States providing for the sale and
systematic distribution of city documents and
publications, and we accordingly take pleasure
in bringing the same to your attention for this
reason.
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An Index for Business and
Financial Periodicals

Louise B. Krause, Librarian, Byllesby Engineerin
and Management Corporation € &

The Industrial Arts Index for September,
1023, announces that beginning with 1924, it
will index forty-one additional periodicals
covering chicfly the fields of business and fi-
nance. Financial librarians, particularly, will
be intercsted m this enlargement of the Indus-
trial Arts Index, which has previously covered
only a few financial and business periodicals.
We would stuggest that any finauncial librarians
who are not already subscribers to the Indus-
trial Arts Index, write to The H. W. Wilson
Company for the list of periodicals which they
propose to include in 1924, in order thal they
may note what valuable service will be ren-
dered by the enlargement of the Industrial Arts
Index along financial lines.

There has been tremendous need for an in-
dex to cover financial periodicals and this for-
ward step on the part of The H. W, Wilson
Company should have gencrous support, es-
pecially as we understand that it is their pur-
pose, as soon as the demand is sufficient, to
issue a scparate financial index In the mean-
time, the Industrial Arts Index should re-
ceive most hearty support. The graded scale of
price, which has always been the policy of
The H. W. Wilson Company, makes it possible
for the Industrial Arts Index to be obtained
at a reasonable price by any financial library,
even though it does not subscribe to many of
the technical journals which are indexed in the
Industrial Arts Index.
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EDITORIAL
Help Wanted

The Membership Comimittec is gelting its campaign under way, and has
recommended that the fiscal year for memberships be made to coincide with the
calendar year, therefore, when the bills for this year are received some members
will find that theirs are made to cover a period of eighteen months.

It is expected thal a large increase of circulation will {ollow this campaign
in which we are cvery one vitally interested and consequently under obligations
to assist. Such an increase will make the advertising space of considerably more
value and we hope before the end of the year that SpEcran LiBrarIies will be upon
a self-supporting basis. This will free membership dues for work which is
pressing upon the association to be done, work which is not only of individual
value to the members, but which will help put special librarianship upon a higher
plane.

Just as we go to press there comes word that one of our members, who pre-
fers to have his name withheld until he has “carned the title” of Advertising
Manager, is ready to try his success at that office. He is starting this campaign
with a selected list of names and will welcome any suggestions sent to the Secre-
tary for him. Will you not lake this as a personal request and not only suggest
possible advertisers, but use your influence to help procure their copy?

President’s Letter

I congratulate you upon your present oppoz-
tunity to render real service to the business
man and {o the public gencrally. The business
men were never more ready for a construc-
tive program than they are today They arc
logking to our organization for real results and
will nol be content with explanations of
failure The man of vision recognizes the fact
that the special library is important to him in
all _his affairs whether it be town, city, state or
national and is also an organization that active-

ly functions the year around. So this year as
well as last we are hopmg to carry out ihe
plans so well orgamized by my predecessor,
Miss Rankin  Membership will grow as con-
structive work 1s done for the association’s
advancement and in time the incirease in [unds
from the increased membership will make that
constructive work possible, So let us all work
together for the bigger things wlhich v ¢ as an
association are capable of doing.
Epwarp H. Repstont, President,
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Committee on Methods

For the Lenelit of readeis of this magazine
who hayve not attended S L., mecungs, a brief
résumé of the objects and accomplishments
of this commiticc may not be out oi place,
W hen Miss carabim as Lresident of the Speaal
Librarics Association in November 1919 ap-
pointed Miss Day lo organize a Commiltee
on Methods jt was with the 1dea *‘that it would
be desirable to create this sub-division of la-
bor, so that one group within the organization
should be constituted an autholized umt for
haudlmg such questions arising in the assocm—
tion as belong io its particular province.,” She
siated it to be ““the opimon of the board that
the committec should be a repository for the
collection, and dissemination of information on
the many cxcellent methods 1 use 111 the
various special libraries of the country.”

The committee, under the leadership of Miss
Day, formulated the following outhine and
plan {or its work:

(1) The commiltce Lo act as a clearing-
house [or data on hbiary methods in spcc1al
libraries throughout the countiy, laying special
emphasis on such information as the {ollow-
ing. Subjects Headings; Classification; Cata-
loging ; Filing ; Circulating and Routing Litera-
ture; Library Publicity: Forms; Reference-
Research-Bibliography ; Purchasing.

(2) To advertise the work of the commut-
tee through library and other peniodicals and
through members of the SLA.

(3) To make this material available
through (a) Iree access lo interested parties;
(1) digests from time fo time i Special Li-
braries; (c) published reports i pamphlet
form

Miss Day continued as chairman for {wo
years and considerable material was accumu-
lated by the committe in response Lo their pub-
lished requests.

Under the mandates thus received from the
orgnmzatlon, the present commitiee decided
that its first duty was to accumulate as {ull
and exact data as possible on the ways in which
special libraries select, acquire, org'mwc, put
to use and administer the material in their
several ficlds of activity, With this object in
view a questionnaire was drawn up which
in itself scrves in some degree as an outline of
the field of special library service. This ques-
tionnaire was widely circulated and brought
in responscs sufficiently numerous and satis-
factory to permit the tabulation and prepara-
tion of a report on the findings of the com-
mittee. This report was minted in time for the
annual meeting at Atlantic City and copies
may now be obtained from the sceretary of the
association or the chairman of the committee
for 30 cents a copy. This small charge is im-
posed to cover cost of printing While only
preliminary in natmc, this report contains
much matter of interest to special librarians.
In connection with the questionnaires a large
numher of sample forms now in use through-
out the country was collected and organized

by a special committee into an exhibit for the
Atlantic City conference. This matcrial has
now been returued to the possession of the
Methods Commuttee,

Therefore 1w its  accumulation of ques-
tionnaire data and sample forms, the com-
miuttee has, in some part, at least, {ulfilled its
first mission of becomung the oliicial “reposi-
tory withun ihis organization of iniormauon
on methods mn use 1w special librarnes.” DBut
this ought to be A giowing thing for it would
be ol rcal scrvm. lo the association 1f the
information now in the hands of the committee
could be constantly increased, revised and
brought up to date by the Iibiaries already re-
porting or by the receipt of information from
additional libranes. Will you not bear this on
yvour minds and hearts, librarians, and get in
the hablt of sending to the chairman of this
committee samples of any new foims which
you adopt or helpful suggestions ahout ways
of doing things? Don't let the commitiee's
files become a museum of historical material,
but keep them live, aclive, up-to-the-minule.

It now becomes the duty of the committee
to {ulfill the sccond part of its mission and to
“disseminate™ the inlormation at hand in some
constructive form [or the use of the associa-
tion members. There are two ways of doing
this:

(1) By the publication of a seties of studies
on the different phases of special library meth-
ods—not for the purpose of standardizing
special library practice along hard and {ast
hines but rather of establishing principles or
standards of pood practice and showing how
modifications or adaptations of such standards
can be found to fit local conditions Plans are
now being formulated as to the content, form
and means of prescenting such studies.

(2) By providing ready access to the com-
mittec data to intercsted parties cither directly
or by correspondence or by the cr cu]ation of
the illusirative material, thus carrying out in
some degree the idea of a clearing-house on
methods, As far as their available time and
stenographic facilities will pertit, the commit-
tee will attempt to furnish imfoimation from
their files to persons organizing new libraries
or to librarians developing new lines of work.
The sample forms in the committee’s files are
arranged under the following headings: “Begs”
and Acknowledgements; Binding slips, records,
etc.; Cataloging {oims; Charging records for
ﬁleq, Clippings—mounting, filing, circulation;
Continuation records; Floor plans; Flouse or-
gans—library contrihutios; ILabels; Loan
records; Order records: Orranization charts;
Ownership marks: Pamphlet file {forms;
Periodicals-~checking records; Circulation and
routing forms; Tndexing forms; Personnel
records; Photographs; TPuhlications of li-
braries; Publicity; Recommendations and re-
quests for purchase; Relerence and research
records; Reports and statistics; Requests for
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information forms; Requisition blanks; Rub-
ber stamps; Trade catalogs—forms for re-
cords. .

This material may be borrowed for ingpec-
tion or for exhibit purposes by paying trans-
portation charges and giving assurances of its
proper care and prompt return, If you have
forms to add to this collection, please send
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them in, giving names of library and use made
of material. )
Suggestions on the work of the committee
will always be welcome,
Rurtit G. Nicuous, Chairman
Librarian
Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago
Chicago, Il

Group Progress

Advertising—Commercial—Industrial

QOne mecting has been held so far, but t}lc
group pielers not to say anything definite
about 1ts plans as yet.

Technology

That the group is alive is evident to the
1eaders of the Scptetber issue ol Srecian
LigrArns irom the general plan  given

theic; still more evident to the tentative group
members with whom Mr. G. W. Lee, the chair-
man, has begun coriespondence, looking to the
apportionment of a definite undertaking for
cach member before the meeling of next sea-
son.

All others who wish to join the group are
asked to notify Miss Katheiine C. Ashman,
New Jersey Zince Company, 160 Frout Street,
New York City, the secretary.

Association Activities

American Library Association

The Tempoiary Training Board held its
third meeting mm Cleveland Wednesday, Octo-
ber 24th,

Much though was given to the discussion ol
a tentatne classification of Lbiawy traiming
agencies, gyving very particular consideration
to suggestions {rom the several membeis of
the board as to modifications and additions to
the tentative scheme of classificabion which
formed the basis of the work of the committee
as its last meeting.

AMaterial was submitted to be reviewed by
the members and a digest made of it before
the next meeting, Much regret was expressed
that more suggestions had not been received
from thosc who are interested n investigating
the field of library training, formulating tenta-
tive standards for all training agencies and de-
vising a plan for accrediting such agencies.
Those interested are again asked to send their
communications to any member of the board,
or to the secretary.

Some of the questions alrcady raised arc-

What would a doctor’s degree in libraiy sei-
ence mean?

Can there be required (or graduate work in
bibrary science a contimuous study of one
or more subjects in the general field of
knowledge involving mastery of the field
and its Licrature—subjects like history,
cconomics, drama, ete.

In the setting of libvary training standards
how should the doors be left open to those

who are not college graduates, but are
exceptional persons?

The need for increased funds for library
training was stated.

The next meeting of the board will be held

immediately preceding the mid-winter meetings
1 Chicago.

American Library Institute

The Institute meeting at Lake Placid, in
September, was chiefly devoted to the discus-
sion of two topics, standardication and the
Dewey classification.

The former was mtroduced by Dr. Bostwick
whose address is printed in Library Journal for
bOctoher first and i Public Libraries for Octo-
er.

The sccond discussion centered chiefly about
the possibilities ol bringing a classification
scheme down to date without the nccessity of
reclassifying old books. Dr. Andrews and Dr.
Root both advocated doing this, using some
such scheme as the “ringing of numbers” not
to be changed, practiced at the John Crerar
Library, Dr. Dewey suggested that as the old
books could not well be iorn up and would
not fit mto new schemes, it would be better
to nse the revised classifications for recent lit-
erature.

Dr. Andrews strongly adiocated the usc of
Biscoc Time Numbers. Dr. Koopman urged
standardization in the material field in con-
tradistinction to the intellectnal and spiritual
fields

Associations
BosTton

The rooms of the Atlantic Monthly Press
at 8 Arlington St were open to the associa-
tion on October 20th, some thirty members
gathering for supper hefore the meeting.

The first speaker of the evening was Mr.
Sidney Kimber of the University Press—the
oldest press in America, Mr, Kimber told of
the interesting special collection of “best books
by contemporary printers” which he has
brought together at the University Press—
some one hundred and fifty or more—and these

-
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are of peculiar interest because they are chosen
as “best,” not by Mr. Kimber but by their own
printers. Passing on to the subject of the
evening—*“The Printing Art"~—~Mr. Kimber
spoke of the selecting of paper for Looks,
comparing that task as it looms before the
modern printer and offers five hundred or more
kinds of paper, many of very inferior quality,
with the same task in past eras when theic
were not more than a hall dozen from which
to make choice. Tle lold interesting facts
about the manufacture of present day paper—
the use of a large percentage of fibres instead
of the more durable rags, ihe resulting les-
sening of the paper’s resistance to wear and
the varying of the color, and the difficulties
to be mect i the manufacture of paper by
machinery instead of by hand, as 1 olden
times. The paper manufacturer 15 dependent
upon the demand; the printer has fixed costs
of labor to meet; consequently in compelition
he cuts the prices of his publication by using
cheaper paper. (\When the book does not wear
well, whom should the Librarian blame?)

Mpr. Charles S. Thomas, editor of the Ldu-
cational Department of the Atlantic Press, and
the host for the evening, spoke on the print-
ing art from the publisher’s viewpoint, Pub-
lishing houses arc also suffering becauss of
the inewvitable yielding to the tlemptation of
cheap paper. Mr, Thomas traced the experi-
ences of a manuscript (the successful onc of
the one hundred and ffty received daily at
the Atlantic Monthly editorial rooms!) irom
its submission to final appearance in print He
spoke of the many cosis the publisher had to
meet, and the agreement nccessary between
the editor and the representative of the busi-
ness department. A present-day book costs
the publisher twice as much as the same book
would have cost ten years ago. Mr. Thomas
told specially of his work in tihe publication
of text hooks and deplored the atrocious texis
in use in Massachusetts schools because of lack
of appropriation He condemned free text
books as an abomination The close alliance
between cditor and libravian, he added in clos-
ing, is not always apprecialed—the two pro-
fessions work side by side in gaining knowl-
edge of books and in desiring the best in pro-
duction.

A half hour in the “Book 10o0m” of the
Atlantic Monthly Press added the fiting
touch to the evening’s inspiration The rows
of new books fresh from the press and the
“spick and span” magazine issues scemed to he
the culmination of a desire for the best in the
printing art.

The Repgistralion Committee has sentl out a
note reminding libraries that it is in a position
to supply competent people for library work,
and suggesting that those with openings apply
to it

New York

The opening meeting of the New York
Special Libraries Association was held on
Tuesday evening October r6th, at the “Aller-
ton,” 130 East 57th St, where dinner was
served.
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The speakers ol the occasion were Mr. Ed-
ward H. Redstqne, State Libraiian, Boston,
Mass, and President of the Natinal Special
Librarics Association, and Mr, JTohn Lowe,
Assistant Librarian of the Biooktyn Dublic Li-
brary and newly elected President of the New
Yc'n'l{ State Library Asscciation

The New York Assuciation will meet for
(lumer.oncc‘ a month, as 1y 1ts (ustom, the
Executl\'c Commuttee having chosen the thir
Tucsday of each month as a comiention date

Al Frank Place (last year's Viee-President )
h_us l)gcn appomted a member o1 the Exceut-
tive Committee in place of Miss |iances Cox
who has left to he martied,

Pamanrieaia

The opening meetmg of the <eason was

]_1|Cld on OCE.IC)[)L‘I sth, in the Librury of 1
School of Fine Arts, University o1 Pennsyls
vania

Miss Deborah Morris, ciairman, outhned the
work of the council for the comg year, em-
phastzing continually the continuation and per-
fection of the local periodical mdes, wluch
has already been much used: an incteascid
membership; and a concerted cltort to as=-
sist in the closest cooperation among Libravy
associations.

The meeting was followed hy a 1eception
planned to promote better acquamtance among
the membhers.

WASIHINGION

A representative of the AL \. Salars
Committee and of the local commultee, at the
request of the latter, had a conleicnce with
Mr, Bailey, the new acting chairman of the
Personnel Classification Board. At this confer-
ence Mr. Bailey welcomed the coopetation of
Wagshington libratians and explained that
presenl allocations are tentalive and that they
will be revised later on the basis ol job or posi-
tion specifications now beng woiked out It
was sialed that the hoard would he glad to
receive 1ecommendations from libiarians. Fol-
lowing up this sugpestion a sub-committee of
Mr. Price’s committee is now busily engaged
in fimshing the list of specifications for librarv
positions previously commenced and these will
he turned over to the boaid when completed.
Reports of actual tentative allocations Lo date
indicale thai deparimental Librarians m most
instances have been allocated to clerical grades,
but it is to be understood that such allocations
aie tentative and are subject (o revision later
on in the light of the facts revealed by the
board's study of the duties and requirements of
specific types of positions as well as by the
public hearings at which employees may ex-
press themselves collectively regarding reclas-
sification problems, .

The report of the Committee on Informa-
tion Resources, Mr W. I. Swanton, cha.lrman,
13 now necarly ready to print. Exceptionally
complete survey returns were gathered by Mr.
Swanton assisted ably by Miss M. A, Mat-
thews, Miss E. O. Hance and Mr, H. E, Hafer-
korn. Mr. Miles O. Price has been 1-espon§iblc
for the compilation of the extensive subject-
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mdex, including about seven hundred entries,
and Mr. ITyde lins compiled some one hudred
and cighty items deseribing the resources of
mdividual hlnares — Orders for copies of the
repord are 1lrmd3 beginning to cume in {rom
other cities; 1t is expected that the published
Handhools \\111 he the most complate of its
Lind ever compiled by a lucal Hinary orgam -
ot Lyveny member - 1oguesied to .pmnd the
news of this 1eport.

The Hospitabty Mceling held on the even-
mg of May 20th last did notl include as many
oul-of-town visilors as we would lLave liked,
hut the meeting was an interesting and succegs-
ful one neveitheless Dr. Charles R, Mann of
the American Council of ]~duc'1tum hrought us
in touch with the currents in present-day hlghex
vducation—the university center of research
plan which his organization is fostering and
the important woik aof citizenslup training
backed by the National American Council. He
emphasized the need for drawing up specifi-
cations for the various types of library worl
and this suggestion was noted by our Com-
mittee on Professional Problems which later
obtained specific advice from Dr. Mann on this
head. Mr, Meyer made an intercsting repoit
on the ALA Hol Springs Convention and
‘\hsq McCord and Ar, Dickerson reported on
the SL.\ Atlantic City Convention. Action
on the Ileadquarters DBuilding plan at Hot
Springs was described by Ay, Meyer and alter
his talk another collection was taken up to
swell the headquarters building fund.

Exi1ENsioN Skrvicr CoM MITTEL
or (irnaTErR Bostoxn
Two mteresting meetings werc held in the
Doston Public Library during the mouth of
October, under the auspices of the Extension
Service Committee, The first on October 16th,
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vas a preliminary attempt on the part of the
comnitttee to round up tnose Boston organiza-
tions cugaged 1 collecling and  distributing
wiformation which are not covered by the Di-
rectory of Speeial Libiaries sssued w1921, Ol
the filty oiganizations wmvited, more than half
sent represcutiatines, cich ol whom gave a
bricf report on the work done by hius organiza-
tim and of the service which iU is prepared
to reader to the puble,  LEvery speaker ox-
presesd o line readiness (o woperate with the
ibtaties of the city i wyvery possible way, The
1esources opened up by the meeling seem so
tuportant ad so pronusing that the Special Li-
branes Association of DBeston has decidad to
devote its November meeling to a further in-
vestigation of the subject.

Ou October 3oth the Fxtension Service Com-
mittee held a mecting' on the subject of
YEvery-day English,” th which various ptobh-
lems of cxpression were vigorously discussed
by aun mierested group oE husiness men and
Enghsh experts. Modein office practice, with
its dictation of a mauss of letlers and docu-
ments by persons who have no special training
iu Enghsh, has the resull of putting into per-
manent form a great deal of colloquial lan-
guage, such as has never hefore been employed
In scrious composition. This is bound to have
a powerful eflect upon Enghsh usage. The
meeling discussed the problem of controlling
this ficld of carcless English, and the influ-
ences by which its characler may be improved.
No satisfactory solution was found, bul cur-
rents of thought were started which may lead
to something, The meeting was amusingly
reported in the Boston Herald of the follow-
ing day with the aid of a suggestive cartoon
by Mr, Collicr of the I{ereld staff, who was
piescut at the mecting.

Fraxk H. Cirasi

News from the Field

The Ametican Lalnary m Paris has received
%\Clal gifts during the past year: a grant of
$0,000 for two years from the Laura Spelman
Rockefeller Memornial; $3,000 from Professot
William Emerson of \Ll:mchusctle, and $1,000
tiom Mr George Sherman of Australia; and
a mft of the services of an assistant (Mlle.
Duproix) for one year from the Amencan
Commitice [or Devastated France. The Paris
Library will also benefit from the recent gift
of the American Library Association to the
American Commuttee for work in Devastated
France of $30,000 for libraty traimmng. This
fand will be used to conlinue at the American
Library in Paris the undertalking begun by the
Training Coursc held last summer.

It has also recently received a gift of 10,000
francs from Mr, William Skinner and Miss

ielle Skanner,

The Library in Paris 1s now official agent
it A-LLA. publications in contimental Europe.

A new member of the association, Stora
I\_opparbcrgs Bergslags Aktiebolag, Biblotcket,

Falun, Sweden, writes up about its muscum;
“Which our very old company with 1ty Imdmfr

[

position in Swedish industiies has arranged
at the Falun mine  The Museum was eslab-
lished at the end of the 1gth century partly
upon the bhasis of historical matenals of the
company right fiom the end of the 17th cen-
tury and has recently been reorganized and
has 1emoved into the old administration build-
ing. The Muscum is adminisicred by the Li-
braty Dcpartmcnt which has the same status
as the American “husiness library,” and which
also manages the large historical archives of
the company (sixty thousand vol.), and pub-
lishes the historv of the company.”

The ¥ and E News for July 25th had an
article on the library placed in the Yawman
Erbe Rochester Works cafeteria for the use
of the employees. This contains general liter-
ature and technical hoolks, hut is open for only
two and a half hours each week,

The dramatic library of Francis H, Jenks,
for several years dramatic editor of the Bos-
ton Transcript, has recently been presented by
his son, B, M. Jenks, to The Players, New
York City. The collection consists of books,
programs, pictures, souvenirs, etc.
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The AL.A. had a hospital library cxhibit
at the meeting of the American Medical Asso-
ciation in San Francisco, Tune 25-20. Posters
and piclures of hospital reading rooms and the
work [rom all over the country were included,
especially those relating to library work for
disabled velerans of the World War There
are thitty-two of these hospitals with regu-
larly equipped libraries and trained librarians.

An exhibit of libravies for penal and cor-
rectional mstitutiony was held in conneclion
with the American Piison Congress m Dos-
tou, in September. The exhibit was made up
of posters, photographs of a number of hi-
brarics in prisons and a collection of sclected
hooks for prison libratices,
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The Research Depaitment of the Hibernia
Bank & Trust Company, New Orleans, has is-
sued an allractive blotier to be used as an cu-
closure with their mail, suggesting that people
turnl to their Rescarch Department when want-
ing answers to various questions

At o meeting last April, a commiltee was
appointed 1o present suggestions for the or-
ganirzation of a regional group of catalocuers
and classifiets m Gieater Boston, This commit-
tece has now planned a dinner meeting to
be held on Tuesday, November 13th, All
cataloguers and classifiers in New England arc
cordially invited to attend. After the business
meeting, tl_lcre will be an exposition of the
Harvard aims and methods in cataloguina and
classification, i

Personal

~ Orvid B Blix, municipal rcference librarian
in Milwaukee, has resigned, to become secre-
tary of the Voters' Lecague.

Miss Mary B. Day gave a talk at the Iilinois
Library Association September 26lh on Ac-
cident Prevention.

Miss Irene Dayton, hbrarian at the Naval
Training Station, Great Lakes, Illinois, has
been transferred to the new Naval Training
Station, San Dicgo.

Miss Jane Dick, former librarian of the
Veterans' Bureau hospilal, I't, Lyons, Colorado
has been transferred to the new Naval hos-
pital, San Diego, Califoinia.

Mrs, Helen Wark Grannis, N.Y P.L., '15-'18,
has taken the post of lihrarian of U.S. Marine
hospital, No 43, Ellis Island, New York.

Miss Harrict Howe ol the Simmons Collegy
Labrary School is on a year's leave of ahsence
and is studying in the Harvard School of
<ducation.

Miss Daisy Furchgott has _resigned as Di-
hrarian, Naval Training Stalion, San IFran-
cisco, to take a position in the County Medi-

Things

The Preliminary Report ol the Commiliee
on Protection of Records of the National Fire
Protection opens with an outline of the fac-
tors of the ealicr attitude of neglect for the
proper carc ol records other than “buoks.”
The report can hest be summarized 1 the
words of its own Conclusion:

“There has been in the last few years a
growing appreciation of the importance of
record protection, together with an increasing
tendency to withdraw the misplaced confidence
which so often has had unfortunate results,
the magnitude of which, however, has not Leen
1ealized. . . Engineering knowledge of and
practice in record protection have moved for-
ward so decidedly that much of previously
accepted practice is now dismissed ly the

cal Library, Oalkiland. She will continye to anve
two hall days a week to the Iibrary or the
U.5. Navy 1cceiving ship, San Francisco,

Dorsey W Hyde, Jr., spoke hefare the con-
vention ol the Direct Mail Adverusing Asso-
ciation, which was held 1 St. Louis on Qcto-
ber 24, 25, and 26, His subject was “Stnt -
houses of Business Facts”

Miss Louise Keller, lihiatian, Tndependence
Burean, Philadelphia, 15 enzaged in making
the index of the new edition of the Croshy-
Fiske-Forster Hundbook of Fite Protection,

Miss Harrict Lane has heen transieirved
from the Veterans' Burcau hospilal, Ft. Lyon,
Coloiado, to the Naval hospiad, Mare Island,
California.

Miss Delin Nicholson (New Yok public
lihrary school) of Kansas Cily has succeeded
Miss Daylow at the Naval Trainmng Station,
(ireat Takes, 1llinois.

Miss Catherine 2, Walker (Mlanta) {ormer-
Iy ibrarian of the Maime bhaiacks, Quantico,
has been appointed hbiarian at the Naval hos-
pital, (meat Lales, Tllinois

in Print

informed. General Ao condittons .. will be
found to 1elate directly to the probable effec-
tiveness ol any steps taken in the specific
application of puiely record protective meas-
ures.

“For most sinations 1t is possible to de-
vise proper and sound means of recoud pro-
tection, taking duly into account importance ot
records, structural features, probable severity
and duration ol exposure, meuts ob vaiious
record protective devices and the practical
limitations of cost.

“Decision should not e made oun the basis
of any one of these factors, but upon a bal-
anced and matuie consideration of all of them,

“Once the mechanism of record protection
is provided, watchfulness 1s required i its
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effectiveness is not to be diluted by neglect
of its use.

“If standards once developed are not to be
merely interesting theories, but are to accom-
plish practical results, the present interest in
record protection must be stimulated to still
more vigor and must be sustained by clear
and practical demonstration of the real im-
portance of the subject, and by upsetting much
of the misplaced confidence still carried for-
watd from the past.”

The quarterly Bulletin of the American In-
stitute of Weights and Mcasures for October
contams an article on ‘‘Standardizing Paper
Sizes.,” The principle, it maintains, should be
rather that of elhmination of ufinecessary
sizes, 1ather than the discarding of customary
sizes and the building up of new valucs of
some theorctical basis,

Clarence S. Brigham, the sceretaiy of the
American Antiquarian Society al \Worcester
is publishing n the Proceedings of that or-
gamzation a “Bibliographv of American News-
papers” from 1690 to 1820, in which a his-
torical sketch of every newspaper piinted in
the United States hetween those years is given.
The location of sets or partial scts of the
papers is given.

Lectures by Dean Ralph Heilman of the
Northwestern University, School of Commerce,
given during the winter of 1921-1922 to the
employees of the Chicago Elevated Railway,
have been published in pamphlet form with the
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title “Public Utilitics; problems of promoting,
organizing, financing, regulating and operating
utilities companies.” This pamphlet can be
obtained Ly writing to the Publicity Depari-
ment of the Chicago Elevated Railway, 42 W.
Adams St., Chicago.

The October 15 issue ol the News Bulletin
of the Burcan of Vocational Information con-
tains an article entitled the “Business Libra-
rian’s Opportunity,” by Elsie L. Bechtold.

“Partial List of Publications on Dairying Is-
sued in the United States, 1goo to June 1923,”
compiled by Carrie B, Sherfy, librarian of the
Burcau of Animal Industry. Issued in mimeo-
graphed foim as number 6 of the U.,S. Dept.
of Agricultural Libraiy. Bibliographical Con-
tributions.

“Two Hundied and Fifty Articles on Topics
of Timely Interest to Sales Executives; a
Bibliography Specially Compiled to Aid Manu-
facturers in the Solution of Their Sales Prob-
lems.” Six pages in P’rinters Ink, September
27, 1923, also reprinted.

“Eye Tests in Industry” Bulletin 3 of the
LEye Sight Conservation Council of America,
Tunes Building, New York Cily; a ten page
pamphlet giving instructions for making tests.

A letter [rom Hans Harrassowitz the Ger-
man book-seller, dealing with the German book
prohlem, was read at the American Library
Institule meeting and is abstracted and dis-
cussed in the Library Jowrnal for October
1st.

Pages 159-160 deleted, advertising.
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