




















By Carly Roden
Dm/y Capy Editor

After winning. its first Mountain

Pacnﬁc Sparts’ Federation conference

el mplonslup Iast March and armed

‘with seven new freshmen, the Spartan

“women's gymnastics team has an en-

+ % thusiastic outlook on the 2005 season,

~head coach Wayne Wright said.

: The Jan. 14, 2005, meet against Cal
“State Fullerton, will mark the begin-
ing: rof the team’s final season of com-
“:-petition ‘in the MPSF before moving
o the Western Athletic Conference
in 2006.
“We're really excited to be moving
to.the'WAC., There’s definitely more
prestige there,” Wright said. “It would
be really col to go out on top, and this
season we really have the talent, depth
and experience to do it.”

Rather than focusing on soon-to-
be: WAC opponents such as Boise
State University and Utah State Uni-
versity, members of the team said they
were training hard to defeat their more
difficult, current competitors.

“Cal State Fullerton and (Sac-
ramento State) are always our big-
gest’ competitors,” said senior Jenni-
fer Greene.

Wright said while he initially had
some concerns about how the team
would compensate for the loss of valu-
able athletes Shirla Choy and Meli-
sa Scheele, who both graduated last
year, he confident the new editions
have more than balanced the group’s
skill level,

“When we began unofficial prac-
tice in August it was hard to see what
we really had, but once we started re-
ally working out, it was like, ‘Wow, we
really have some talent,'” Wright said.

One of the rookie team members,
Michelle Minotti, joins the Spartans
from Rohnert Park Gymnastics in
: Santa Rosa and is described by Wright
s as the “anchor” of the freshmen.

s “She will probably take Shirla
(Choy)’s spot in all-around,” Wright
said, “She’s very strong in all four
events but has some especially good
and unique skills on the floor and
bars.”

Minotti said although the college
gvmnastics experience has been dif-
ferent than what she expected, she

is both nervous and excited to begin
competition.

“We're really starting to come to-
gether,” Minotti said. “*Now ity not
‘the freshman and the team,’ it's just
‘the team."”

Freshman Casey Jay of Campbell
has proven to be a "powerful and solid”
gymnast in practice and is expected to
add to the team's success on the vaule
and floor, Wright said.

He added that freshman |Leals Big-
elow has more tormal dance train-
ing than others and will be an asset

to the teams overall performance on | \ ae
. Barlow last season before he signed a §20 million deal to

the floor.

“Also, the Cardeno sisters (R'lylyn ;

and Shina) are a really ralented p”ur,
Wright said. “They're really coming
out of their shells and picking up a lot
of good skills.”

Rounding our the newcomers,
Wright said, freshmen Monica Zamo-
lo, Tiffany Parcasio and Whitney Nel-
son are training hard, and, while still
searching for their individual niches,
should get some competitive action by
mid-season.

- Bonds' home run milestones-and oth-

| Wednesday. “The bottom line is, we

| ant, appropriately and in a major way,”

I leaving the NFLs worst team without its starting quarter-
' back and running back.

i is, and team doctors won't allow him to play with constant

| battled running back, who has the league’s lowest yards-
| per-carry average for a starter.
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: speculation,

Issociated Press . :
ating officer, sai meetmg wns can-
celed hétweéen the tommissioner’s of-

+fice and. MasterCard Tniternational, - -
corporate sponsor it was courting for.
the campaign: 5 :

That doesi't mean Bonds worlt.

receive plenty of recognition during
his. pursuit to 'become home fun-king;
Baer said.

‘1 want to remove thts notion that

anyone’s peelmg back from Barry at

this point,” he said;

Bonds also signed deal this week to
appear on Topps baseball cards. Bonds
did not appear on Topps cards last
year after he opted out of the market-
ing plan of the Major League Baseball
Players Association.

“Barry's trading cards have “al-
ways been highly collectible and we
are thrilled to have him. in-our 2005
lineup,” Topps vice president Warren
Friss said.

The deal grarits Topps exclusive
rights among trading card compa-
nies for autographed baseball cards,

SAN FRANCISCO — The Snn
Frnncnsco Giants.- will - honor B'm'y

use; testified to'the g

er:achievements as they always have’,
used'a clear substan

with great fanfare,

“There-are a lot of things we're
planning,” execuitive vice president ind
chief opentmg officer Larry Baer said

snid he-didn't know they
Prosecutors’ ‘allege ‘the
were performance-enhg U :

The 40-year-old Bonds: h'\s 703 ca=
reer- homers, trailing only Babe: Ruith
(714) and” Aaron’ (755), The Giants:
haven't announced specifics for how:" .
they will celebrate Bonds' accomplish- - :
ments but are in the plannmg process.
“It’s j just too early,” B’xer s'ud “]ts-
December.” .

Baer said he could’t commetit on
the allegations againist the team’s:star
player, who is assured of staying with
the Giants for two more seasons after. .
San Francisco decided in September
to drop its right to void the final yeur
of his contract.

want to. have a chance to ‘make clear
that were continuing to recognize
him and represent him as 'we have in
the past.

“When we open the season in
2005, we're going to recognize his his-
toric milestones, and those by any Gi-

he said.

On Tuesday, a top official in the
commissioner’s office said baseball was
holding off on plans to market Bonds’
pursuit of Hank Aaron’s home run re-
cord, » decision made after a report
of the slugger's grand jury testimony
about steroids.

Rattay, Barlow out for 49ers’ next game -

Associated Press

Barlow said he accepts “a lot of the blame" for his poor
season, but also pointed to his offensive line's inexperience
as one of many reasons he’s having trouble, He averages just
3.2 yards per carry, and the Niners have rushed for only 993
yards this season — fewer than any team except Oakland.

He believes San Francisco fans should have more pa-
tience with the young 49ers (1-11), who have lost seven
straight games — scoring just one touchdown on offense
in the last three.

“I know a lot of peaple in the Bay Area are spoiled from
the past with Joe Montana and stuff like that, but hopefully
we'll get things moving again,” Barlow said.

“T'm having not a great year, but things are going to turn
around,” he said.

Rattay, who missed three games earlier in the season
with two different injuries, now has a torn fascia muscle in
his right foot,

He must keep weight oft his foot for two weeks, coach
Dennis Erickson said Wednesday, likely ruling him out for
at least two games.

Rattay, who wore a protective boot in the 49ers’ locker
room Wednesday, had his best game of the season in the
49ers’ previous meeting with the Cardinals, going 38-0f-57
for a carcer-high 417 yards. He rallied San Francisco from
a 16-point deficit in the Anal minutes of the fourth quarter
for the 49ers’ only win, 31-28 in overtime.

Ken Dorsey will start in Ruttay’s place.

SANTA CLARA — Tim Rattay and Kevan Barlow will
sit out the San Francisco 49ers’ game at Arizona on Sunday,
Barlow got a concussion in last Sunday’s loss to St, Lou-
headaches. The injury is just the latest setback for the em-
After sitting out practice Wednesday, Barlow scemed

less concerned by his injury than recent suggestions the
49ers might trade him. Several teams were interested in

stay in San Francisco.

“This last year, they couldn't wait to get Garrison Hearst
out of here because they wanted me to play, and now they're
trying to push me out of here,” said Barlow, referring to the

“I'm not a guy who wants to get traded. I'm not a guy
who wants to get cut or released. I want to stay here and
hopefully start winning again. It's been a tough year, and
every team goes through this cycle.”

Barlow has just 629 yards and six touchdowns this sea-
son. He will have trouble matching the 1,024 yards he
gained last season while splitting playing time with Hearst,
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Book Buyback Dates & Locations

Date

Dec 10 - Dec 17

s 4

[

Time

8:00 am - 6:00 pm

Location

1) Spartan Bookstore {(Downstairs)®
8:00 am - 6:00 pm

2) Tenth Street Garage (Outside)** Dec 13 - Dec 17

8:15 am - 5:00.pri
*E Closes at 5:00 pro on Friday

3) Mac Quarrie Hall {Outside)* Deéc 13 - Dec 17

* Closes at 430 pm on Faday

Register for Adv 116 or
Contact Tim Hendrick at the
Spartan Daily at
Thendrick@casa.sjsu.edu




