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Seniors walk off with win see p. 6

Shamrock 'n' roll

Teams from fraternities and sororities compete onstage in a lip sync and dance contest to raise
money to help end child abuse. This was at the 15th annual Shamrock Showcase in Morris Dailey

Auditorium on Friday. Child Quest International and Prevent Child Abuse America were the two
charities that benefited from the fundraising event. Photo by Sierra Duren / Spartan Daily

SEE NEWS PAGE 8

Professors
given tips
on writing
textbooks

by Boris Slager
Staff Writer

Professors in the College of Applied
Sciences and Arts are publishing their
textbooks in a more student-oriented
way.
“It is important to publish books that
will be used,” said Kathryn Sucher, director of the CASA Student Success Center.
The professor of nutrition said teachers should publish textbooks that fill
a niche.
Two of the published textbooks
she has co-authored are “Food and
Culture” and “Nutrition Therapy and
Pathophysiology.”

On Thursday, there was an event in
the library that showcased teachers who
have written textbooks and served as
an opportunity for published professors
to offer advice to teachers who want to
write a textbook.
There were approximately 12
writers and about 15 non-writers at
the event.
The event was held to honor the authors in the College of Applied Sciences
and Arts so people who want to write
textbooks can learn how to do it, said
Greg Payne, associate dean of research
of CASA.
Payne said teachers should write a
textbook that students want to read.

He said it is important for faculty
members to be scholars and on the cutting edge of their field.
Alice Hines, interim associate dean of
CASA, said she hopes that the textbook
reception becomes an annual event.
Izzie Brown, a lecturer of nutrition, food science and packaging, said
that if there is already a textbook that
fits your class then there is no need
for redundancy.
Brown compiled a print-on-demand
textbook entitled “Boathouse Row
Cookbook,” on Amazon’s CreateSpace.
Print-on-demand
means
that
the textbook is not printed until it
is purchased.

Justice studies professor Roy
Roberg stated in an email that textbooks are vital to academics and are
the main source of learning material
for students.
Roberg also stated that textbooks
reach the largest number of people.
He has co-authored several published textbooks, including “Police
Management” and “Police & Society.”
“I strongly believe that they make
the greatest impact on students,”
Roberg stated.
Payne agreed with Roberg and he
said he wanted to write his textbooks

SEE RECEPTION PAGE 4

‘Womyn’s’ conference raises empowerment, unity in females
by Nina Tabios
Staff Writer

Zephira Derblich-Milea headed a workshop called “Expect Respect: A Conversation
on Relationships” at the South Bay Womyn’s Conference on Saturday.
Photo by Nina Tabios / Spartan Daily

The SJSU Women’s Resource
Center hosted the South Bay Womyn’s
Conference on Saturday, part of
a series of workshops to discuss
various realms of women’s issues
including education, abuse, image and
revolution.
Co-founders Samantha Pedrosa
and Samantha Plescia of SJSU’s Women’s Resource Center partnered with
Womyn on Womyn’s Issues, the LGBT
Resource Center, MOSAIC Cross Cultural Center and the Cesar E. Chavez
Community Action Center to organize
the conference.
Yan Yin Choy, co-coordinator of the
event and Associated Students director
of student rights and responsibilities,
said that the idea of the conference
was largely due to the fact that SJSU
had yet to host such a venue in which
to have these types of discussions.

“We wanted to create a space in
which we can have a dialogue sharing
our stories and legacies,” said Choy, a
senior environmental studies major.
“But we also wanted a focus on intersectionalities and talking about how
all of these different issues of oppression or privilege or empowerment and
how they all connect to each other.”
The workshops were broken into
three, hour-long sessions, with five
different workshops offered in each
session, with each emphasizing unity
— the conference’s overall theme.
Covering issues from lack of representation of women in education to
body image and gender expression,
the workshops allowed both male and
female attendees to share their stories
and perspectives openly.
“We made it a point to create a
lot of inter-sectionalities, like ability, LGBT issues, ethnic issues, youth,
age, things like that,” said Pedrosa, a
senior philosophy major. “Because

we wanted to say that this isn’t just
about women. I’m sure in some way a
male is identified in one of these other
forms that is brought up in the subject.

SEE CONFERENCE PAGE 3
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Coders plot to perfect projects at all-night event
Computer science club
Hackathon promotes
productivity, learning
By Leo Postovoit
Tech Editor

Dozens of 20-somethings
stayed up all night on Saturday — and it had nothing to do
with getting intoxicated on St.
Patrick’s Day.
Instead, about 35 students
occupied the computer science club room on the second
floor of MacQu arrie Hall for
more goal-oriented reasons: A
Hackathon.
“There are some people
who are totally gung-ho for
this,” said Patrick Roteman, a
sophomore soft ware engineering major and secretary of the
computer science club. “Free
caffeine, free food and the opportunity to fi nish a project —
they’re like, ‘I’m there.’”
Hackathons are events set
up to complete computer coding projects by setting goals,
varying from open-ended to
specific, in a set time period.
This event supplied what
Roteman called “coder food” —
pizza and energy drinks — free
for attendees.
Th is Hackathon event was
co-sponsored by the Microsoft Student Network and Red
Bull USA in an attempt to encourage students to rampage
through personal goals of
completing computer science
projects for 24 hours straight
in a fury fueled by cheap pizza
and energy drinks, according
to Roteman.
“The coder’s best friend is
caffeine,” Roteman said.
The SJSU event was open to
all projects, said David Do, a senior computer science major and
computer science club president.

Do said though the computer science club has had
Hackathon events before,
none were both sponsored and
24 hours long — from Saturday
midday to Sunday at noon.
“Th is is the fi rst Hackathon
we’ve had of this caliber,”
Do said.
Do said his explicit goal
was to learn about the Microsoft Kinect and Windows
Phone soft ware development
kits, which he plans to integrate into future club events.
“It’s all new to me, but
that’s the fun of it,” Do said. “I
now have an entire day dedicated to doing this.”
Do said the club got special
permission to keep the doors
open to allow students to come
and go — as the club wanted to
allow people to work hard for
24 hours straight.
“It’s an opportunity for
club members to get together
in an event that promotes productivity,” Do said. “Th roughout the rush of the week,
you don’t have time to get
to work on your individual
projects. Now all the distractions are gone and it’s purely a
work day.”
Peter Lau, a senior computer science major, said he
was working on a project
for MESA Day, when middle
and high school students will
visit SJSU and learn about
math, science, engineering
and technology. Lau said
he wants to teach them that
they can learn how to program by decoding bugs in a
video game. He estimated the
project would take about five
hours to complete.
“There will be some inherent flaws that students will
try to fi x in the program,”
Lau said. “The goal is to make
teaching intro to programming fun.”

“It’s all new to
me, but that’s
the fun of it.
I now have
an entire day
dedicated to
doing this.”
— David Do, senior computer
science major and computer
science club president
Lau said his programming
career was drawn from a similar force — he diverted from
an original interest of video
game development himself.
First discovering QBasic, then
the C programming language,
he said he was hooked.
“I knew I wanted to be a
programmer,” Lau said. “I was
really good at programming.
And now, into the programming industry is where I want
to go.”
Roteman said project completion, as a whole, is best in
groups, and most of the attendees are working in teams.
“Everyone gets together in
a communal environment to
get whatever projects — side
projects, even large homework assignments — done
that they’ve never quite had
the time to fi nish,” Roteman
said. “It’s a way of having
fun gett ing stuff (done) where
otherwise you’d just procrastinate – do it and enjoy doing
it at the same time.”

Radio show retracts story on Apple
McClatchy Tribune
Wire Service

LOS ANGELES — Public radio’s popular weekend feature
program “This American Life”
on Friday retracted one of its
most popular stories — about
conditions for factory workers
who make Apple products in
China — and prepared to devote
its entire program this weekend
to an account of how the report
misled listeners.
“This American Life” founder and host Ira Glass said in a
statement that performer Mike
Daisey had lied to the “This
American Life” staff when producers tried to fact-check his
detailed, firsthand account of
meetings with Chinese workers who make iPads and other
products.
The radio host said Daisey
manufactured characters and
settings in his report, drawn
from his acclaimed stage performance, “The Agony and Ecstasy
of Steve Jobs.” Glass said the
fabrications came to light when
Rob Schmitz of public radio’s
“Marketplace” tracked down
Daisey’s Chinese interpreter.
The interpreter reportedly
said that Daisey had concocted not only small details but
some of the more dramatic
moments in the piece, including reported meetings with
child laborers and with a man
whose hand was mangled as
he made iPads for the Apple
supplier Foxconn. The interpreter said those accounts were
concocted.
Ironically, Daisey admitted in the radio program to a
subterfuge: He told the interpreter he would pose as various
American businessmen to gain
access to factories.
“And she says, ‘You will lie
to them,’” Daisey says at one

point in the monologue. “And I
say, ‘Yes, Cathy, I’m going to lie
to lots of people.’”
After initially balking, the
interpreter, who went by the
name Cathy Lee, went along
with the ruse, Daisey said.
Daisey said his mistake was
not the stories he told but the
fact he presented them on a
news program like “This American Life.”
“What I do is not journalism,” Daisey said Friday on his
blog. “The tools of the theater
are not the same as the tools
of journalism. For this reason,
I regret that I allowed ‘This

American Life’ to air an excerpt
from my monologue.”
In his own statement, Glass
said: “Daisey lied to me and to
‘This American Life’ producer
Brian Reed during the factchecking we did on the story,
before it was broadcast. That
doesn’t excuse the fact that we
never should’ve put this on the
air. In the end, this was our
mistake.”
Listeners downloaded Daisey’s 39-minute report 888,000
times, making it the single
most popular podcast in the
history of “This American
Life.”

Peter Lau and David Do, senior computer science majors, discuss programming challenges during a break at
the Hackathon Saturday in the computer science club room in MacQuarrie Hall. Lau and Do were two of the
about 35 participants who participated in the 24-hour coding event. Photo by Leo Postovoit / Spartan Daily

Do said an added plus to
this type of event is that people can ask questions of other
Hackathon attendees and “see
if any helpful feedback comes
out.”
Roteman said his coding
project is something for the
university website — a nonsoft ware “repository” to store
departmental information in
an accessible fashion, to “fi nd
out what sort of stuff does the
university itself do.”
“People from outside the
university could see what exactly makes SJSU a university
that is connected to the rest of
the world and not in an isolated bubble,” Roteman said.
At hour seven of 24, Roteman said he and his project partner already had a
halfway-working prototype,

noting they’ll likely exceed
their original goal.
“There’s a lot of collaboration involved,” Roteman said.
“There’s a lot of, ‘How does
this work? I have no idea,’
and someone helps if they
can. If not, they’ll tell them to
Google it.”
Roteman’s hope for a program that encourages people
to learn seems to be more
than about just a single coded
piece of soft ware, but also a
mentality developed out of
coding events.
“If there’s a new big language or programming platform coming out every year
and they’re becoming widely
used, you’re obviously not
going to know all of them,”
Roteman said. “You’re going
to need to learn something
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throughout your career —
which is true of any field, but
more so of technical careers.
Th is is a good time to practice
teaching yourself.”
Th is goes against the image Roteman said he has encountered about the event —
almost all of the students are
learning themselves, too.
“Everyone is running into
small litt le errors that make
you feel silly for 30 seconds,
(and) then you get past it,”
he said.
Roteman said he encourages freshman computer science majors to not be afraid
to come to these sort of tech
events.
“The whole point is to
learn,” Roteman said. “You
don’t need to know a whole
lot to do that.”
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Today’s Phrase:
“Made from Scratch”
Contest Rules:
Find the phrase of the day in each
edition of Spartan Daily on
March 14, 15, 19 and 20
Bring at least three of the four phrases of
the day into Dwight Bentel Hall, Room 209
from March 19-21 between 2-4 PM to be
entered into the drawing to win two tickets
to Cirque du Soleil’s Totem!
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NEWS

SpartanDaily.com

CONFERENCE: Overcoming obstacles
FROM PAGE 1
“It was about egalitarianism,
being united through all.”
One workshop, titled “Redefining Masculinity,” addressed
breaking down the barrier of
gender roles and societal conditioning between men and women so both genders can unite in
creating an equal society.
“In a way it’s not just a woman’s issue, it’s an ‘us’ issue,”
Pedrosa said. “That needs to
be addressed and other people
need to see the other perspective in order to understand.”
Another workshop, presented by Maribel Martinez, a Cesar
E. Chavez Community Action
Center staff member, featured
a “rehearsal for the revolution,”
and discussed what it means
to live through a revolution
and what it means to be a part
of a revolution.
“Revolution is on the forefront of our society,” Choy said

in the discussion.
Prior to the workshops, keynote speaker Erika Montgomery
of Three Girls Media and Marketing, a public relations agency
specializing in working with
small businesses, spoke to the
audience on how she became
successful despite many odds
against her.
“There is no reason I should
have turned out successful
today,” she said. “I probably
should’ve been the least likely
person to be standing up here
and speaking with you today.”
Montgomery’s presentation
told a story about a woman
overcoming various obstacles
using approaches that she encouraged the audience to adopt.
“Don’t be afraid to go for
it, ask for help, reinvent yourself and exist in the present,”
Montgomery said.
The conference also featured
a panel of four women from

different fields of social justice,
led by Martinez, to share their
stories of their trials and tribulations as women leaders in their
community.
Irene McCalphin, Elizabeth
Sarmiento, Diane Solomon and
Moina Shaiq spoke about their
backgrounds and, like Montgomery, explained how they
were able to overcome their obstacles and become successful
women in their respective fields.
Junior English major Emily Wood attended the conference for the “benefits of being with other women and
connecting with the community,” but not only also
to walk away with greater
social awareness.
“I’m interested in improving my station as a woman,”
Wood said.
The combination of workshops, panel and speakers not only emphasized

empowerment to attendees, but
also encouraged the idea that
simply being a woman is an
empowering identity by itself.
“It raises awareness about
women and women’s issues
because it seems like there’s
this nature of some females on
campus that aren’t exactly secure with the fact that they are
a woman,” Pedrosa said. “I feel
like it’s an issue of being secure with oneself and being in
solidarity with other women
and maybe not everyone feels
that way.”
Choy said she hopes that the
conference will become an annual event and continue to unite
all people through sharing stories and experiences.
“I’m hoping for it to become
something bigger,” she said.
“Hopefully this becomes a tradition that continues to partner
students with community members to bring people together.”
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Keynote speaker Erika Montgomery from Three Girls Media and
Marketing spoke to the audience Saturday about becoming successful despite the many odds against her.
Photo by Nina Tabios / Spartan Daily

Romney, Santorum ramp up efforts for vote in Illinois
McClatchy Tribune
Wire Service

Republican presidential hopeful Mitt Romney greets supporters at the American Legion Post 426 in
Moline, Illinois, on Sunday. Photo courtesy of Stacey Wescott / MCT

MOLINE, Ill. — The leading
contenders in the Republican
presidential race spent Sunday
laying the groundwork for a
furious if not acrimonious final
push for votes heading into the
eve of Illinois’ primary.
Mitt Romney caravanned
from the Quad Cities, on the
Iowa border, to Vernon Hills,
Ill., a Chicago suburb. Romney’s campaign worked to
raise doubts about Rick Santorum’s conservative credentials
while he continued to question
his rival’s ability to help fix the
nation’s economy.
“Sen. Santorum, I think, has
the same characteristic as the
president in terms of his back-

ground,” Romney told a crowd
of more than 200 people at an
American Legion hall pancake breakfast in Moline. “He
spent his life in government.
Nothing wrong with that. But
right now we need somebody
who understands the economy
fundamentally.”
Santorum, who campaigned
in Louisiana on Sunday before
returning to Illinois with a full
schedule Monday, impugned
Romney’s oft-touted management skills. The former Pennsylvania senator seemed to indicate that his ability to stay in
the race despite being outspent
and out-organized is an indictment of Romney’s leadership.
“The real question you
should ask … is Gov. Romney,
why with tens and hundreds

of millions of dollars hasn’t
he been able to do anything
to get this nomination even
close to cemented away?” Santorum said on CNN’s “State of
the Union.”
“That shows a real weakness in his ability to be able
to govern.”
The Illinois contest on Tuesday once again finds Romney
campaigning heavily in a state
that had once been thought of
as simply another cog toward
his inevitable march to the
GOP nomination.
Instead, concerns over lackluster voter turnout and intensity of support for the former
Massachusetts governor in
the suburbs has made Illinois

SEE GOP PAGE 8
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RECEPTION: Tailoring books to students
FROM PAGE 1
so students would want to read
and use them.
“I wanted to write my book
for the student,” said Payne, a
professor of kinesiology.
He said he didn’t dumb

“Find something
you are passionate
about because it
takes a long time.”
-Izzie Brown,
nutrition, food science and
packaging lecturer
the textbook down, but rather
made it easier for students to
read.
Many of the teachers at the
event said it took years to write

a textbook and it was not an
easy process.
“There is a lot of pain in
writing a book, you really have
to want it,” Sucher said.
Payne agreed with Sucher.
Each said it took more than
a year to get their textbooks
written and published.
“You have to be a marathon
runner and be able to take criticism,” Payne said.
He said those who publish
need to be in it for the long
haul and realize that they can’t
write the textbook all at once.
“Find something you are
passionate about because it
takes a long time,” Brown said.
Roberg stated that it was a
stressful process and the due
dates loomed over him.
He went on to state that authors must enter this onerous
experience with an open mind.
However, the professors
agreed that the process was easier with the Internet.

Sucher said her second textbook was less stressful because
there was more information to
find and it was easier to find as
well.
Payne said the photo process changed dramatically and
made the photos easier to use
and find.
Some students also thought
professors publishing their own
textbooks help the learning
process.
“It’s helpful if the teacher
writes the book and it makes in
convenient as well,” sophomore
microbiology major Danny La
said.
Senior nutrition major Susan Huynh said it helps the
student because teachers are
knowledgeable in their specific
area.
“It helped my teaching,”
Sucher said.
Students should be aware
that teachers do make royalties
off the textbooks they write,

according to the teachers at the
event.
However, teachers are not
going to become rich selling
their books, according to occupational therapy professor Liz
Cara.
Furthermore, the publishers
have all the authority in the
process, health science professor Bud Gerstman said.
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Imperfect oil extraction method exposed

SpartaGuide
Today
Drugs and Alcohol Awareness
12 p.m. to 1 p.m.
Clark Hall, room 100H
Presented by the Peer Mentor Center

Tuesday, March 20
Native American Spirituality
3 p.m. to 4:15 p.m.
Student Union — Ohlone Room
Presented by SJ Spirit

Wednesday, March 28
Bay Area Biomedical Device Conference 2012
8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Student Union — Barrett Ballroom
Presented by the SJSU Biomedical Engineering
Society (BMES)

Wednesday, April 4
Time Management & Stress Management Workshop
12 p.m. to 1 p.m.
Clark Hall, room 116
Presented by the Peer Mentor Center

by Michael J. Mishak
McClatchy Tribune

SACRAMENTO, Calif. —
Energy companies across California are injecting a mysterious mix of chemicals into the
ground to tap oil deposits while
frustrating attempts to regulate the controversial process,
known as hydraulic fracturing.
The procedure has drawn the
greatest attention in the Rocky
Mountain West and Northeast, where states have debated
moratoriums to develop regulations after toxic chemicals
were found in nearby drinking
water. But a quieter battle is being waged in the Golden State,
which could be a candidate for
increased “fracking” because of
its unique geology. Last year,
the energy industry scuttled
a bill that would have enlisted
California in the growing ranks
of states that require companies
to disclose what they put into
the ground. At least nine states
have such guidelines.
Meanwhile, the Brown administration, which has been
trying to ease regulation of
the energy industry, has yet
to draw up any rules on the
extraction method.
State regulators say existing environmental laws protect
the state’s drinking water but
acknowledge they have little
information about the scale or
practice of fracking in California, the fourth-largest oil producing state in the nation. That
has created mounting anxiety
in communities from Culver
City to Monterey, where residents are slowly discovering
the practice has gone on for
years, sometimes in densely
populated areas.
“The communities have
been left on their own to figure
this out,” said Lark GallowayGilliam, executive director of
Community Health Councils,
a health advocacy group that
sued a Texas oil company and
Los Angeles County over oil
extraction near Baldwin Hills.
“We are looking to our regulatory agencies to protect us, and
they are scratching their heads
and turning a blind eye.”
Nationwide, fracking is driving an oil and natural gas boom.
Energy companies are using the
procedure to extract previously
unreachable fossil fuels locked
within deep rock. The industry is touting the potential of
fracking in California to tap the
largest oil shale formation in
the continental United States,
containing 64 percent of the nation’s deep-rock oil deposits.
State regulators said fracking here is “radically different” from drilling in the Rocky
Mountain West, Mid-Atlantic
region and Northeast, where
operators inject millions of gallons of chemical-laced water

Monday, March 19, 2012
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Monday, April 9
SVCE Eminent Speaker Event
6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Engineering Building, room 189
Presented by the City of San Jose and SJSU’s
Silicon Valley Center for Entrepreneurship
Speakers include Dr Dick Swanson (founder
and President emeritus of SunPower, Inc.)
Topic: “How academia stimulates
entrepreneurship: the founding of SunPower.”

Wednesday, April 18

and sand to break apart rock
and release natural gas. In California, the process has long
been performed for shorter
duration with much less water
to loosen crude in depleted oil
wells.
“We believe it is a safe practice,” said Tupper Hull, a spokesman for the Western States Petroleum Association. “It is not a
new technology. It is a tested,
proven technology.”
Others disagree, expressing
concerns about potential effects to the environment and
public health.
Hydraulic fracturing has
been used on thousands of
wells in California, according
to the Environmental Working

Group, a Washington-based organization critical of the energy
industry. Environmentalists are
suing the federal government
to prevent oil companies from
fracking on public lands in Monterey and Fresno counties. Lawmakers have revived the disclosure bill that stalled last year
after objections by Halliburton,
one of the world’s largest oil
field service companies and a
pioneer of hydraulic fracturing. They also have introduced
legislation that would require
oil companies to notify landowners before fracking near
their properties.
In a statement, Halliburton
said it was working with lawmakers on a compromise bill

that would increase disclosure
of fracking chemicals while
protecting its proprietary “recipes.”
Hoping to boost the state’s
sluggish economy, the Brown
administration has eased rules
for oil drilling in California, firing two top regulators last year
over permitting delays. Though
regulators said they monitor
drilling operations “quite thoroughly” under existing law,
they acknowledged the need for
more disclosure of what chemicals are used in oil production.
Last year, after a three-year
study, the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency said fracking
was the likely cause of contaminated well water in Wyoming.

Leadership Skills & How to Work in Groups Workshop
12 p.m. to 1 p.m.
Clark Hall, room 100H
Presented by the Peer Mentor Center

Monday, April 23
How to Write a Research Paper & Library
Resources Workshop
12 p.m. to 1 p.m.
Clark Hall, room 100H
Presented by the Peer Mentor Center

SpartaGuide is provided to students, staff and faculty, free of charge. The deadline to
submit is at noon, three working days prior to desired publication date. Entry forms
are available in Spartan Daily, DBH 209. Send emails to spartandailyeditorial@
sjsumedia.com titled “SpartaGuide.” Space restrictions may require editing or
exclusion of submissions. Entry is not guaranteed. Entries are printed in order of
which they are received.
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Breaking a sweat while learning diversity at ‘Dance Around the World’
by Megan Mills
Staff Writer

Students, staff and faculty
members were shaking, sweating and moving on Friday to
the musical lyrics of bhangra.
Bhangra is one of four
dance workshops designed to
teach those attending a few
basic steps within the dance.
Originating in the Punjab
region, bhangra is a folk dance
usually incorporating various
props made from mango wood.
“I really liked watching the
teachers dance,” said psychology major Isis Fleming, who
attended one workshop in the
past. “Trying to the moves was
fun although I couldn’t really
get it.”
The hour passed quickly as
the class danced and built up
a sweat, exerting themselves
around the dance floor.
“This is wellness encompassing the physical aspect as
well as awareness for diversity and learning other cultures, appreciating them and
also having fun with the students and colleagues,” said Joan
Torne, director of human relations administrative services.
The Human Resource Diversity Program and Well U,
the Human Resources employee wellness program,
started Dance Around the
World workshops this past

Accounting major Ravinder “Ruby” Kaur, right, and biomedical engineering major Rafia Summan, left, teach students and faculty how
to dance Bhangra to Punjabi music at the Dance Around the World event hosted by the Indian Student Organization, Well U and the
Human Resources Diversity Program on Friday in Washington Square Hall. Photo by Sierra Duren / Spartan Daily

fall, according to Julie Wong,
HR administrative and data
specialist.
“I am so excited because
I know they’ve done such a
beautiful job last semester,”
Torne said. “I’m so glad I came
today to see how well they’ve
been doing.”
Three female SJSU students taught the workshop,

equipped with colorful, traditional tunics livened with
teal, pink, green and yellow.
One of the instructors,
Rafia Summan, a sophomore
biomedical engineering major, said bhangra is a way of
exercising and working out.
“This is my first time teaching the dance, but I do bhangra
on traditional occasions such

as family parties and graduations,” Summan said.
The workshop started out
with the teachers first showing
the students, staff and faculty
members a few of the traditional dance moves associated with
the Bhangra.
“The workshops start off
with a brief history of the dance
and it’s significance on their

culture,” Wong said. “It was followed by a performance and
then they teach us the dance.”
After observing the teachers’
body language, it was the class’
turn to recreate the movements,
complete with every leg and
arm shake that the “mirza” and
“single jhoomer” dance used.
Torne said her favorite part
of the workshop was seeing

everybody having fun while becoming aware of the culture.
“The event overall was
awesome because the girls
are highly energetic,” said
Briyank Ehawsar, an active
volunteer with the Indian Student Organization, about the
students teaching the dance.
The end of the workshop
concluded with the class and
teachers incorporating each
dance technique into a freestyle section, making the
dance their own.
“Well U strives to make
SJSU a well university by providing programming focused
on the eight dimensions of
wellness: social, physical,
intellectual, spiritual, environmental, multicultural, occupational and emotional,”
Wong said.
Three more workshops still
remain for those wishing to
learn Tahitian, Tinikling and
Folklorico dances.
“It’s a fun part of having
student and faculty come together and have that common ground,” Torne said. “We
all know students have exams and staff has their work,
but we come together and
enjoy the moment and it’s
a partnership that’s been so
successful.”
The next event in the
Dance Around the World series features Tahitian dance
this Friday.

■REVIEW

‘Emma’ plays hearts
in English romance
by Julie Tran
Staff Writer

The world of Jane Austen’s
novel “Emma” comes to life in
a play by the SJSU theater arts
department.
Adapted by Michael Bloom
and directed by Kathleen
Normington, “Emma” is currently playing at the University
Theater from March 20 to 22
and played this weekend.
Danielle Williams stars
as the title character, Emma
Woodhouse, who is headstrong in her matchmaking
ways with the people in her
life.
Emma’s determination to
set up her friends into marriage causes her to get into
some mischief, as well as
some delightful bantering
with her close friend, Mr.
George Knightley.
Williams creates a very
energetic and entertaining
version of Emma that made
me enjoy her performance
greatly.
Jason Kapoor’s portrayal
of Knightley was exactly what
I imagined when it came to
the men in British romantic
novels.
Knightley’s wit shined
through Kapoor’s lines and
the audience enjoyed his
performance with great zeal.
Contrasting Emma’s vivacity is the doting and borderline hypochondriac father figure Mr. Woodhouse, who was
played by Rory Gaughan.
I loved the way Mr. Woodhouse showed his love for his
daughter through his charming lines in response to Emma’s little retorts.
One of the more peculiar aspects of the “Emma”
production was the usage
of classical renditions of
contemporary pop music to
set the scene.
It wasn’t noticeable during
some of the scenes in the play,
but I noticed that the violin
arrangements were paying
tribute to artists such as the
Goo Goo Dolls, Coldplay and
Regina Spektor.

The classical covers of
these modern musicians provided a sense of freshness to
the play and helped to create
the atmosphere for those who
are not familiar with Austen’s
novel.
Despite some of the positives in the play, I did notice
that some of the actors stalled
a bit on their lines but I assumed it was because it was
their first performance of the
play on opening night.
However, that took a back
seat to the vivid backdrop
used in the play, which helped
me feel like I was a part of
Emma’s world.
Even with a small stage,
the set designers did an amazing job recreating the feel of
the English countryside with
the blue skies, green grass and
trees.
It was also nifty that props
such as chairs and windowpanes were rearranged to simulate the feel of being inside
the homes of the Woodhouses
and their friends.
Speaking of the Woodhouses’ friends, all of the actors did an excellent job portraying each character in the
novel.
Roxana Nobari’s rendition
of the old spinster, Miss Bates,
had me smiling every time she
took to the stage and I could
tell she played the role with
enthusiasm.
My heart also ached for
Harriet Smith and Jane Fairfax, who were brought to life
by Amanda Cariato and Liz
Marsden respectively, since
both of the women put on
emotional performances that
gave a sense of vulnerability
to the characters.
Even though the plot of
“Emma” seemed a bit confusing at times, the play was a fun
ride from start to the finish.
From the costumes to the
traditional British dances, I
felt as if I was a part of Emma’s
world and her adventures.
“Emma” is a witty and
lighthearted thriller that
brings the romance of Jane
Austen’s writing to a whole
new spectrum.

SJSU theater arts department’s dramatization of Jane Austen’s
“Emma” oppened this weekend and runs March 20 to 22.
Photo by Derik Irvin / Spartan Daily

Sophomore Danielle Williams plays 21-year-old Emma Woodhouse
in SJSU’s dramatization of Jane Austen’s “Emma” on Thursday.
Photo by Derik Irvin / Spartan Daily
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SJSU women’s gymnastics team wins on Senior Night
by Megan Mills
Staff Writer

Blue and gold lined Spartan
Gym as the SJSU gymnastics
team commemorated its five
seniors on Friday by defeating Sacramento State and UC
Davis.
SJSU’s five seniors — Casey
McCord, Katie Valleau, Samantha Wong, Aubrey Lee and
Thomasina Wallace — competed for the last time in their careers as Spartans in the Spartan
Gym.
“Our team and the coaches
really made our day so special and went out of the way
to make us feel important,”
Valleau said. “The signs, the
crowd and the emotion just
made my day remarkable.”
The vault was up first for the
Spartans, taking the lead after
the first rotation with a score of
48.65.
Wallace took the lead, scoring a 9.825 and senior teammate
Valleau finishing right behind
with a score of 9.750.
Between rotations, the SJSU
band blared its tunes inside
the gym, creating a loud, spirited environment for the rival
Aggies of UC Davis and Hornets of Sacramento State.
“What made my senior day
so special was getting to compete in front of such an amazing

Tennis team
wins against
Academy of
Art despite
rainy weather
Staff Report

crowd,” McCord said. “Our fans
are awesome and they really
made competing in that gym
for the last time memorable.”
The gymnasium was filled
with spectators from the three
schools and lined with posters
and pictures honoring the five
seniors for their last home meet.
“This was definitely one of
the most memorable moments
in my career so far,” SJSU head
coach Wayne Wright said. “It
was unbelievable to have all our
fans, friends, alumni and families supporting these girls to
make the night so special.”
The ladies then showed off
every twist and turn, with bars
up next on the rotation.
Wallace finished first overall
with a score of 9.900.
Behind her was teammate
Alyssa Telles-Nolan, finishing
with a score of 9.800.
The Spartans then balanced
on the beam, with Wallace scoring a 9.875 and teammate Valleau finishing just behind her
with a score of 9.800.
“I’ll miss the feeling of joy
and excitement you get when
you first learn a skill, it’s completely irreplaceable,” Valleau
said.
The Spartans led after the
third rotation, with a combined
team score of 146.625 and just
one more event left — the floor
routines.

Four out of the five seniors
participated on the floor, with
Wallace scoring a 9.950, receiving a perfect 10 from one of the
two judges.
“My favorite moment was
right after the floor rotation,
when we had all just finished
competing and all the seniors
just broke down and were crying and hugging each other.”
Valleau said. “It was a moment
of reflection that really reminded us how of how much we love
this sport and our four years
here.”
Wallace won the all-around
competition, having a personal
score of 39.55.
A tearful and emotional senior ceremony ended the night,
commemorating the seniors’
last home meet in the Spartan
Gym of their collegiate careers.
“The four years I’ve been
here, I’ve never experienced a
better meet than Friday,” Wong
said. “During my floor routine
all eyes were on me and I did
the best routine of my entire
life.”
Parents and family walked
the girls down the aisle to meet
the rest of the team as they took
pictures with coaches and athletic faculty and staff.
“I am going to miss Aubrey’s
tenacity and willingness to
never give up, Thomasina’s
humbleness, always willing to

Despite a rainy afternoon, the
SJSU women’s tennis team defeated the Academy of Art 7-0 on
Friday to win its sixth consecutive match.
The Spartans have not won
six matches in a row since 1986.
“The team didn’t let the
weather dictate their intensity
and drive for a win,” SJSU head
coach Sylvain Malroux said in a
postgame interview.
In the first singles match,
SJSU sophomore Sebastiani
Leon Chao defeated Acadamy of Art senior Kunkanda

Phukchampa in straight sets,
6-1, 6-3.
Following Leon Chao’s victory, four more Spartans beat their
opponents in straight sets.
SJSU junior Chau Truong won
her sixth consecutive dual singles
match against Acadamy of Art
junior Amal Ben El Hadj, 6-2, 6-1.
The Spartans also were undefeated in doubles competition.
Leon Chao and SJSU freshman Erica Medlin defeated Phukchampa and Ben El Hadj, 8-1.
The third doubles pitted SJSU
freshmen Isadora Busch and Jes-

Classiﬁeds
Announcements
6SHUP'RQRUV:DQWHG
(DUQXSWRPRQWKDQGKHOSFUHDWHIDPLOLHV
&RQYHQLHQW3DOR$OWRORFDWLRQ$SSO\RQOLQH
ZZZ63(50%$1.FRP

SJSU senior Thomasina Wallace celebrates with her teammates after her floor routine as the Spartans
beat UC Davis and Sacramento State in its last home meet on Friday. The Spartans scored the secondhighest team score in SJSU history with 195.850. Photo by Derik Irvin / Spartan Daily

do what’s best for the team,
Katie’s perspective and doing
what’s best for everyone, Sam’s
smile and her personality of being there and Casey’s spirit and
her love for SJSU and the program,” Wright said.
The Spartans finished first,
with a combined team score of
195.850, the second highest in
the history of the program.

sica Willett against Acadamy of
Art senior Paola Correa Fe and
freshman Jenny Johansson.
However, the third match
ended midway because of the
rain.
At the time of the stoppage,
Busch and Willett were winning 6-5.
“To have a streak like this is so
great for our program,” Malroux
said.
The team’s next match will be
on Friday against Drake University in Las Vegas.
“It was nice to get a match in,”
Malroux said. “We didn’t want to

Singles competition

1. Sabastiani Leon Chao/Erica Medlin
(SJSU) def. Kunkanda Phukchampa/
Amal Ben El Hadj (AOA) 8-1

1. Sabastiani Leon Chao (SJSU) def.
Kunkanda Phukchampa (AOA) 6-1, 6-3

2. Chau Truong/Alexis Marquez (SJSU)
def. Diane Phan/Daniela Amelunge
Antelo (AOA) 8-4
3. Isadora Busch/Jessica Willett (SJSU)
vs. Jenny Johansson/Paola Correa Fe
(AOA) 6-5, unfinished
go to Las Vegas without playing
the week before.”
Information compiled from
SJSU Athletics.

2. Chau Truong (SJSU) def. Amal Ben El
Hadj (AOA) 6-2, 6-1
3. Erica Medlin (SJSU) def. Diane Phan
(AOA) 6-2, 6-2
4. Isadora Busch (SJSU) def. Daniela
Amelunge Antelo (AOA) 6-3, 6-3
5. Alexis Marquez (SJSU) def. Jenny
Johansson (AOA) 6-4, 4-6, 10-3
6. Jessica Willett (SJSU) def. Maria
Tenorio (AOA) 6-1, 6-1
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ACROSS
1 Cradle
alternative
5 Geisha’s mat
11 Advanced
degree
14 “Hang ___
your hats”
15 Inception
16 “Commando”
star ___
Dawn Chong
17 Fall into a
dead faint
19 Work unit, in
physics
20 Fruitcake
21 Farm stirrer
23 Certain
tourney
rounds
26 Toothpullers’
grp.
28 Togo’s
capital
29 Alee’s
opposite
31 Start of
Richard III’s
plea
33 Half a score
34 Future
predictors of
the past
36 Exercise
strict control
41 Brisk
movement
42 Dead heat
44 In a sinister
fashion
47 Lethargic
50 Sword with a
blunt end
51 “But of
course!”
52 Change the
boundaries
of
53 Chrysler with
“Corinthian
leather”
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DISCLAIMER
The Spartan Daily makes no
claim for products or services
advertised below nor is there
any guarantee implied.
The
classified columns of the Spartan
Daily consist of paid advertising
and offers are not approved or
verified by the newspaper. Certain
advertisements in these columns
may refer the reader to specific
telephone numbers or addresses
for
additional
information.
Classified readers should be
reminded that, when making these
further contacts, they should
require complete information
before sending money for goods
or services. In addition, readers
should carefully investigate all
firms offering employment listings
or coupons for discount vacations
or merchandise.

ern Athletic Conference championships.
“The senior class will always be a special class to me
and I appreciate everything
they’ve done for SJSU and our
program,” Wright said. “I want
people to know that when people think about San Jose State
gymnastics, they think of our
seniors.”

Doubles competition
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Senior Aubrey Lee said her
favorite part was catching the
look on her teammates faces
after they announced the score
after their spectacular performance and watching the seniors have some of their best
performances in the Spartan
Gym for the last time.
The gymnasts will head to
Utah on Thursday for the West-
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56 Barbie’s male
friend
57 Word before
“in a galaxy
far, far away”
58 Be regretful
64 Costa ___ Sol
65 What a hider
shouldn’t say
to a seeker
66 “Be it ___ so
humble ·”
67 Skinny ﬁsh
68 Mansion
with grounds
69 Kind of
starch or
pudding
DOWN
1 Ofﬁcer of the
peace
2 It contains
genetic info
3 Oft-mispunctuated
pronoun
4 Balkan War
participant
5 Praise
lavishly
6 Collector’s
collection,
perhaps
7 Muscular
contraction
8 Socrates
shopped
here
9 Venus de ___
10 “European”
opening
11 Ancient
Roman
magistrate
12 Sultans’
wives
13 Bachelor’s or
Master’s
18 Banish from
ofﬁce
22 Walk through

muck
23 Was benched
24 Flared-spout
pitcher
25 Listing of
dishes
26 Hawk’s nest
27 Trail on the
ground
30 How some
wills are
disputed
31 Certain
singing
voices
32 “___ So Fine”
(Chiffons
oldie)
35 Comical
Tucker
37 Without a
stitch on
38 “___ in the
Family”
39 Agenda
addition
40 Leaning
Tower city
43 Clairvoyance
initials
44 It lasts for

years
45 High point
46 Try to
improve a
Yahtzee turn
48 Yuletide buy
49 Parts of
eyeglasses
51 Luxury craft
54 “___ From
Muskogee”
55 Storage
containers
56 Joint used to
jump
59 Type of
parrot
60 Dinner
crumb
61 A Mendes of
Hollywood
62 Yours may be
asleep while
you’re awake
63 Not to
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Proud to be a “Kilted Samurai”
This column
appears
every
Monday
This past weekend was one of
my favorite holidays of the year
— St. Patrick’s Day.
Besides the ale drinking, the
party raging and blasting Flogging Molly and Dropkick Murphys, St. Patrick’s Day reminds
me of one important thing —
I’m part Irish.
Yes, the guy with the slanted
eyes and the kanji calligraphy
in the column header is, in fact,
part Irish.
What? Did you think Dugle
was a Japanese name?
It’s actually Scottish, but
that’s besides the point.
St. Patrick’s Day reminds me
of one of the many roots I derive
from.
I’m a “kilted samurai” of
sorts, as I like to call it, being
the son of a Japanese mother
from Tokyo and an American (Scottish/Irish) father from
Cincinnati, Ohio, and I’m damn
proud of it.

But I wasn’t always proud to
be a mutt.
Growing up and being of
mixed heritage, people often
wanted to just put me in the
Asian category or often times,
more stereotypically, the “Chinese boy” category.
People still do from time to
time today.
For a long time, I had a bit of
an identity crisis with this.
Society tends to see people
as almost round and square
pegs that need to fit into certain
places in the social groups of our
peers.
But what happens to triangular or trapezoidal pegs — like
myself — who are of mixed
heritage?
In grade school, I was often
too Asian to fit in perfectly with
the white crowds and I was too
white to fit in perfectly with the
Asian ones.
For a long time, it was difficult for me to deal with this
and because I was often labeled
Asian by most people — based
on their insults involving my
language and my eyes — I kind
of let myself fall into this
category.

From about middle school
until my freshman year of high
school, I pretty much forgot
about my Scottish/Irish heritage
and practically shunned it, wishing I could just be fully Japanese
instead just so I could fit more
perfectly into one group or another amongst my peers.
I finally got over this, however, one year when I watched a
great miniseries on TNT called
“Into the West.”
The series detailed the story
of Manifest Destiny and how the
West was won.
One of the main storylines
told of this time was that of a
character named Jacob Wheeler, who set off into the west to
make a name for himself.
Along the way, he marries a
Lakota Indian woman and they
have three children together.
At the end of the series, an
older Jacob Wheeler is seen with
one of his grandsons telling the
story of how his family arrived
in the West.
One of the strongest moments of this scene comes when
Jacob tells his grandson, “You
know I often tell my children
‘You are one part Virginian and
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one part Lakota, be proud of both
and where you come from.’”
This scene stood out to me
in a profound way because it
shook me out of my struggles
with my identity and my mixed
heritage.

“ I now consider it
one of the
greatest aspects
of my life to be
of mixed heritage,
as it offers
a unique
perspective on
life that I wouldn’t
have otherwise. ”
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Opinion Page Policy
Letters to the editor may be placed in
the letters to the editor box in the Spartan
Daily office in Dwight Bentel Hall, Room
209, sent by fax to (408) 924-3282, emailed to
spartandailyeditorial@sjsumedia.com or the
Spartan Daily Opinion Editor, San Jose, CA
95192-0149.
Letters to the editor must contain the
author’s name, address, phone number,
signature and major. Letters become proper-

ty of the Spartan Daily and may be edited for
clarity, grammar, libel and length. Only
letters of 300 words or less will be considered for publication.
Published opinions and advertisements
do not necessarily reflect the views of the
Spartan Daily, the School of Journalism and
Mass Communication or SJSU. The Spartan
Daily is a public forum.
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Charities strike gold
at Shamrock Showcase
by Greg Nelson
Staff Writer

SJSU alumnus Keith Johnson, directs the El Cerrito High School Jazz Ensemble during the Santa Cruz Jazz Festival on
Saturday. Photo by Sierra Duren / Spartan Daily

Alumnus inspires young musicians
to jazz up their musical repertoire
by Nina Tabios
Staff Writer

El Cerrito High School’s music
room is heavily soundproofed, and
with good reason.
Backpacks and instrument cases
are thrown to the side of the room
as noise from students of different
sections practicing recital pieces
fills the space with an array of tones
in a smattering of octaves.
Once Keith Johnson steps into
the room, all that noise transforms
into music, starting off with scales
and then perfecting performance
pieces with each section.
“Flutes, you’re sounding flat,”
Johnson exclaimed. “Flutes only,
let’s sing it so you get the pitch
right.”
Johnson, an SJSU alumnus, said
he teaches at El Cerrito High School
(ECHS) as well as the Jazz School in
Berkeley, where his Monday Night
Studio Band recently won an award
from DownBeat Magazine for “Outstanding Large Jazz Ensemble” in
the Performing Arts High School
category.
“I knew they had a shot at it,
but it was still a surprise when we
got it,” he said.
Johnson said he has directed
many groups and has brought his
bands to perform in competitions
and venues including Yoshi’s Jazz
Club, Victoria Jazz Festival and the
Next Generation Monterey Jazz Festival, according to the ECHS band
website.
For his ECHS band, Johnson
said that his focus is to teach the
kids how to appreciate and expose
themselves to music.

“I really enjoy watching kids
progress,” he said. “They’re really
like a blank canvas. There’s a big
responsibility as a music teacher.
You’re training them, however way
you present the information to
them and however you’re teaching
them to appreciate music, that’s the
way they’ll probably carry for the
rest of their lives.”
Johnson’s focus for his jazz
school band is a little different,
where he said he’s “teaching them
the music,” as opposed to having to
teach technique and theory.
“My goal with them is a little
different in that what I try to do
with them is really push them beyond what they’d normally be doing in their high school band,” he
said. “I try to make it as different
as possible so it’s supplementary to
what they’re doing in their school
program.”
Johnson’s interest in jazz peaked
while teaching at Portola, but he
said he took an interest in music education while at ECHS and chose to
study music at SJSU due to his high
school music director, Jesse Leyva.
“I knew I wanted to be a music
major from my junior year here,”
he said. “He was the reason I got
into it.”
Johnson’s explains that while
studying music, there are two focuses: Jazz or classical.
He said that while classical is
more traditional, he favored jazz
because of its “organic” qualities.
“Jazz is more spontaneous,” he
said. “You can perform the same
piece of music three nights in a
row and each night it can sound
completely different.”

While at SJSU, Johnson studied under music professors Aaron
Lington, Edward Harris and Kathryn
Adduci on trumpet.
In an email about Johnson, Lington stated that he remembers Johnson mostly for his intuitive curiosity
about “techniques and repertoire.”
Johnson, on the other hand, remembers Lington mostly for his
teaching methods.
“Initially, I didn’t really like the
music we played in that band,” he
said. “But once I started to get into
the music he was picking, I liked how
he taught it to us. I feel that anyone
that was paying attention in his class
that was going to be a teacher was
going to be really prepared to go out
there and teach a jazz ensemble.
“In the jazz world, he’s probably been my biggest mentor in just
learning how to do it.”
Johnson’s own teaching style involves “high standards,” as said by
David Whitenack, an elementary education professor, as well as a parent
of one of Johnson’s students.
“He’s very demanding of his students in a supportive way,” Whitenack said. “He’s very particular in
how he wants them to play.”
According to Whitenack, Johnson
frequently invites his colleagues and
mentors to teach his kids and to work
with the different sections.
“Teaching is his passion,” Whitenack said. “He’s not teaching music to just pay the bills, he wants
to teach.”
When asked what he’d be doing if
he wasn’t teaching, Johnson said: “To
be honest I don’t know. I’d probably
still be working at Safeway. I honestly I had no interest in anything else.”

GOP: Illinois up for grabs on Tuesday
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a question mark as Santorum has
worked to energize tea party and religious conservatives throughout the
state, especially outside the Chicago
area.
In his appearances Sunday, Romney reset his focus on the economy
by seeking to stoke voter anger
toward rising gasoline prices. He
blamed Obama, saying the president
has opposed drilling in the Gulf of
Mexico and blocked the Keystone XL
pipeline from Canada.
He called three Obama-appointed
Cabinet members — Secretary of Energy Steven Chu, Secretary of the Interior Ken Salazar and Environmental Protection Agency Administrator
Lisa Jackson — “the gas hike trio.”
The candidate drew an overflow
crowd to a Vernon Hills gym, where
he talked up his victory in Puerto Rico’s primary and jabbed at Obama’s
time in the Illinois Senate and state
government’s continued money
problems.
“You see, if you’re in business, you
have no choice but to be a fiscal conservative. If you spend more money than
you take in, you go broke. (Obama)

was a legislator in Illinois, where I
understand if you don’t spend more
money than you take in you don’t
get re-elected.”
As Romney traveled, his campaign
highlighted Santorum’s backing of
then-Sen. Arlen Specter of Pennsylvania for president in 1996. With Santorum on stage, Specter announced
his bid by saying the GOP had
strayed too far right, particularly in
opposing abortion rights.
Asked about the endorsement
on ABC’s “This Week,” Santorum
responded, “Look, you know, you
work together as a team for the state
of Pennsylvania, and I felt that Sen.
Specter stood up and supported me
when I was running in 1994, and I
did likewise. I certainly knew Arlen
Specter was going nowhere. I certainly disagreed with a lot of things
that he said, and it was something I
look back on and wish I hadn’t done.”
Santorum also responded to Romney’s accusation that the former senator is an “economic lightweight.”
“If Mitt Romney’s an economic
heavyweight, we’re in trouble,” Santorum said, citing Romney’s tenure
as governor of Massachusetts.

“This is a man who doesn’t understand conservative principles. Conservatives don’t go out there and say,
‘I’m going to create jobs, and I’m going to change the economy; I’m going
to manage the economy.’ Just the opposite. What we believe in is getting
government out of the way, creating
opportunity and let the private sector do these things,” Santorum said.
“This is Mitt Romney again, you
know — the CEO trying to go in and
manage something,” he said. “We
don’t need a manager.”
On Monday, the two will campaign full time in Illinois. Romney
holds a near 2-to-1 advantage nationally in convention nominating
delegates, and 54 delegates are up
for direct election Tuesday in Illinois. Santorum, however, failed
to file slates in four congressional districts, so the maximum he
could gain is 44.
Romney has events in Springfield, Ill., and Peoria, Ill., sandwiched
around a noon-time economic address at the University of Chicago,
the school where Illinois native
Obama once served as a senior lecturer in the law department.

Kappa Delta hosted its 15th annual Shamrock Showcase on Friday
night in the Morris Dailey Auditorium, where proceeds went to two
charity organizations — Child Quest
International and Prevent Child
Abuse America.
A total of 17 Greek organizations
performed in several events showcasing the talent of the fraternities
and sororities in a lip sync and dance
competition and later in an improv
lip sync and dance event.
“Each Greek organization hosts
a philanthropy (event) to raise
money for their charity of choice,”
said Ramina Yadegar, president of
Kappa Delta and a junior liberal
studies major.
Yadegar added that Kappa Delta
works with Prevent Child Abuse
America regularly.
“(Prevent Child Abuse America)
instills confidence in the youth of
our country which eventually will
help build confident adults of our nation,” Yadegar said. “So by instilling
confidence in those who aren’t confident, we are able to come together
and ultimately help one another out
and do something that (builds) confidence in each other.”
The evening began with two hosts
from Kappa Delta welcoming the
Greek organizations that were present, followed by a video showing the
recent history of the houses, until
the first of the two major events,
the lip sync and dance competition,
began.
The Alpha Phi sorority took first
place in the dance competition and
won Shamrock Showcase as a whole.
Junior marketing major Corinne
Dickey performed on-stage with
several members of her sorority,
Delta Gamma, and said the lip syncing event was her favorite part.
“We’ve been working for a month
on this dance and we’ve (worked)
real hard on preparing and everything,” Dickey said. “(The charity) is
great for everybody, because even if
they can’t directly relate to it, they
can know where it’s coming from.
It’s a great cause.”
Dickey added that she thinks
Kappa Delta put on a great event.
“(Kappa Delta) always (does well)
every year, so they pulled it off once
again,” she said.
After a brief intermission, another
video was shown detailing the charity the proceeds of the event would
be going to, followed by the improve
lip sync and dance competition,
where members of the organizations
came up and performed while the
music was playing.
Nick Olsen, a sophomore finance
major who is pledging for Kappa

Sigma, performed for his house.
“It’s awesome, I didn’t think it was
going to be this big,” Olsen said. “It
went a lot longer than I thought and
there were a lot more performances
than I thought. (The houses) spent a
lot of time on it and all the videos were
really good.”
Olsen said his favorite part was
when the president of the fraternity
dressed up as a girl and came out
on stage.
“Our dance was a combination of
three different singers,” Olsen said,
“Our president choreographed it and
me and one other pledge were in it, the
rest were actives.”
Senior business major Darrel Lee
of Alpha Kappa Psi participated in his
house’s performance.
“(Our performance) was fun,” Lee
said. “It’s a great opportunity to show
off our fraternity’s pride and what we
can do. Everyone is getting along, it’s
one of the best times that everyone can
get together and actually do something
together.”
After the final competition was a
raffle with two grand prizes: A 250GB
XBOX 360 with Kinect, and a mystery
grand prize, which was revealed to be
an iPad.

“It’s a great opportunity
to show off our
fraternity’s pride and
what we can do.”
-Darrel Lee, senior business major
After the raffle, an awards ceremony was held where each house
could vote for one other organization’s
performance.
Beta Theta Pi won second place in
the dance competition and Delta Sigma
Phi won third place. Kappa Sigma won
most comedic and Delta Gamma won
most spirited.
Delta Sigma Pi won Kappa Delta favorite and the Greek favorite was Alpha
Phi, with Alpha Kappa Omicron winning most original.
Child Quest International is the local recipient of the money raised from
the Shamrock Showcase and receives
80 percent of the profit from the event.
The charity is dedicated to the prevention and recovery of missing, abused
and exploited children, according to the
event’s website.
Prevent Child Abuse America is the
national recipient of the money raised
by the event and received 20 percent of
the money raised. The charity has led
the way in building awareness, providing education, and inspiring hope to everyone involved in the effort to prevent
the abuse and neglect of America’s children, according to the event’s program.

