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‘Our thoughts are with you’

PHOTOS BY DANIEL SATO/ SPECIAL TO THE DAILY

FAR LEFT: Dina Yacoub, a sophomore majoring in film, lights candles
during a vigil on Monday, April 23 held
for the victims of the Virginia Tech
massacre. Participants were encouraged to share their thoughts about
the massacre. LEFT: Amber Blazek,
Rebecca Perkins and Kim Vickers,
seniors majoring in recreational
therapy, hold candles in memory of
those killed at Virginia Tech last week.

Engineering promotion goes Hollywood Committee
KIMBERLY LIEN
STAFF WRITER

PHOTOS BY LAUREN SAGAR/ STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

ABOVE: Michael Putell, a principal test engineer, speaks
before the premiere of the engineering movie on Tuesday. BELOW: Bryan Gonzalez, an electrical engineering
graduate from San Jose State, talks about what employers look for when hiring someone.

A faulty circuit board is the culprit of a traffic
light glitch in downtown San Jose. Two detectives
are assigned to solve the case and discover a San Jose
State University engineering professor is behind the
chaos.
The storyline of “Law and Disorder: The Test Engineering Story” incorporates elements of comedy and
education to promote the Test Development Engineering Program at SJSU.
“I came up with the idea after a couple beers,”
said electrical engineering Assistant Professor Tamara
Schmitz.
Schmitz is in her fifth year of teaching at SJSU and
her third year of coordinating the Test Development
Engineering Program.
On April 17, the program hosted a DVD release
and premiere party for engineering faculty, students
and industry professionals.
“Instead of a pamphlet or flyer that you stick on
telephone poles,” Schmitz said, “we wanted to do
something fun.”
The event was semi-formal and guests were encouraged to mingle and network with each other throughout the evening’s events.
“It’s never bad to have people come together to exchange ideas,” Schmitz said.
Shiva Sharma, a senior majoring in electrical
engineering, attended the event and he said he was
able to network with companies such as Summit Microelectronics, National Semiconductor, Intersil and
Apple.
Other companies that were represented at the event

include Cisco Systems, Applied Materials and Alliance
ATE Consulting Group.
“I’ll be sending them my resumes later on this
week,” Sharma said.
As a student in the Test Development Program,
Sharma said he was able to gain a real world perspective and problem solving skills through the classes and
labs offered through the program.
“In every other lab class I’ve taken,” Sharma said,
“the lab manual provides an outline of the steps required to get the right end result. This is not indicative
of the way real world problems are solved.
“There is no lab manual for the Test Engineering
class and this requires us to use knowledge from every
engineering class we’ve ever taken to solve the problems before us.”
While Sharma was able to network with professional members of the industry he plans to enter after
graduation, he said he would have liked to see more
SJSU faculty at the function.
“I think last night was a success,” Sharma said, “because it was a great promotional tool for the Test Development Engineering Program and at the same time
provided networking opportunities. I only wish that
more electrical engineering faculty had come out last
night to support the program. Industry representatives
outnumbered faculty members.”
Schmitz invited human resources representative and
college program coordinator Elaine Yang of Intersil to
the event.
“We have a relationship with her,” Yang said. “She
actually works part-time at our company.”
Intersil currently employs two previous students of
the Test Development Engineering Program.
see PROMOTION, page 4

DVD buying trends changing Greek community
National chains make videos available for download
stomps on stage
RAINIER RAMIREZ
STAFF WRITER

Going to your video store may soon become a
thing of the past as big retail companies look at the
possibility of selling movies online.
According to an Associated Press article, large
retail chains, such as Best Buy and Circuit City are
planning to sell downloadable movies in order to
not be left out as a middleman to the consumer,
trying to avoid a repeat of when music sales went
online.
According to NPD Group, a global research
company, while sales of DVDs have increased due
to television programs being released on that format, the sales in retail stores is expected to drop.
Given the option to buy a digital copy of a movie
through the Internet or a physical copy, some students would prefer to own a physical copy.

“I would rather watch movies on a larger TV
screen,” said Spencer Wong, a senior majoring in
biology. “If I could only watch it on a computer,
then no because it is too small.”
He said that even though large retail stores use
newly released movies and music to attract people
to their stores every week, going online is important
to keep up with other companies.
“People are getting lazier and don’t want to go
out,” Wong said.
Since there would be less production in the movie
getting to the consumer, some students are hoping
for cheaper movies.
“I hope the cost will come down due to the fact
that there is no physical disk needed to bring movies on and that there is no middleman,” said Peter
Truong, a senior majoring in art.
see DVD TRENDS, page 3

slams drunk
driving with
crash exhibit
ANDY CHU
STAFF WRITER

In front of the San Jose State University Event
Center lies an overturned Lexus and Chevy Camaro
depicting a night of drinking ending in shattered
glass.
The SJSU Alcohol and Drug Abuse Prevention
Committee, Health Center, University Police Department, Housing Services and Robello’s Towing
Co. sponsored the display named “Slam Make the
Choice.”
Sophomore Dana Nevin, a sports psychology student and director of the prevention committee, said
that the display is meant to make students think about
drinking and responsibility.
“The prevention committee wants to promote students to make healthy and responsible choices about
drinking,” Nevin said. “We decided to set up an accident scene because I thought the best way to send
the message out was visually rather than a lecture. I
want students to make their own choices and judgments as necessary.”
Several students on campus commented that this
was a scene far too familiar in their lives.
Senior Rodrigo Ortega, a business marketing student, said that people just get careless when drinking.
see PREVENTION, page 3

ROSSA DOÑO
STAFF WRITER

An eager crowd at a packed Morris Dailey Auditorium on Saturday welcomed the performers in a
step-show put on by Alpha Phi Alpha and Iota Phi
Theta fraternities.
With performances by Omega Psi Phi Fraternity,
Iota Phi Theta Fraternity, Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority and last minute routines from Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity and Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, the
step-show was an entertainment from the get-go, said
some attendees.
“It was very energetic and had lots of enthusiasm,” said Christina Ibarra, a freshman majoring in
nutritional science.
see SHOW, page 3

PHOTO BY NIKKI BAKER/ SPECIAL TO THE DAILY

An overturned Lexus and a wrecked Camaro are featured in
an exhibit showing the dangers of drunk driving.
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QUOTE OF THE DAY:

The cure for boredom is curiosity.
There is no cure for curiosity.
— Dorothy Parker

TUESDAY
APRIL 24, 2007

YOU WRITE LIKE A GIRL:

Years of guns, sex and violence on TV has numbed our emotions
Columbine, April 20, 1999. How did you feel going
to school the same day two lost and demented souls
shot their classmates and teachers?
Atop of being perplexed by the incident, there was
a resounding sadness in the pit of Americans’ stomachs.
Eight years later, and nearly a dozen more school
shootings in the history books, all after being gnarled
and shook by the razor-sharp teeth of the pit bull that
is sensationalized journalism; I admittedly do not feel
the same pain.
We have a tolerate-everything-and-offend-no-one
sickness: desensitization.
The phone call of “Turn on the news, something
horrible happened at Virginia Tech” alerted my senses
to find out more and more and more.
And as many, I sat aghast at the images of the location of the shootings, the cell phone video of gunshots in
the background and the analysis of Cho Seung-Hui.
It was a moment in time when I could only express
my thoughts on paper and I couldn’t quite find the
words to vocalize how I felt.
Last Tuesday — when MSNBC released the disturbing images and video of the murderers’ last hours
on Earth before mercilessly killing 30 more people
— I found my voice.
And it said to forget the journalistic principles and
merit of showing the images.
It said to forget the people’s right to know.
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It said to forget the video’s “newsworthiness.”
It said to forget our hunger for more information.
Forget the image of a sick, gun-toting man, who
showed all the warning signs and who did not “slip
through the cracks,” but fell head first through the
abyss and ruined lives on one fatal morning.
Now, for everyone, everywhere
we have the image in our minds for
a lifetime.
In the 1960s, at the height of the
Vietnam War, Americans saw their
brothers, sons and husbands slain
and strewn across black and white
grain screens in their living rooms.
Mothers simultaneously raised
LINDSAY BRYANT
their hand to their mouths in disbelief.
Their tear-stained faces painted a picture worth more than 1,000 words.
As it goes with the images of our generation — the
daily reiteration of sex, death and smut on our televisions and on the Internet — I believe my generation
suffers from a problem caused by an information overload.
The desensitization is marked by symptoms not
limited to:
• Highly contagious urge to know everything about
everything, postulated by second-by-millisecond updated news at your fingertips any time of the day.
• Chronic emotional failure when reading about

SJSU Catholic Campus Ministry
The SJSU Catholic Campus Ministry will
be holding a “Hour of Power — Rosary Prayer
Night,” at 8 p.m. in the SJSU Catholic Campus
Ministry Center. For more information, contact
Kay Polintan at (408) 938-1610.
The Listening Hour Concert Series
Join the School of Music and Dance for
“Humor In Recital” from 12:30 to 1:15 p.m. in
the Music Building Concert Hall. For more
information, contact Joan Stubbe at
(408) 924-4673.

Write letters to the editor and submit Sparta
Guide information online. Visit our Web site at
www.thespartandaily.com. You may also submit information in writing to DBH 209.

Book Discussion
There will be a book discussion on “Inheritance
of Loss” from 12 to 1 p.m. in the first floor Clark
Hall. For more information, contact Annette Nellen
at anellen@sjsu.edu.
The Writing Life: the Lowdown of Getting Down to Writing
The Humanities Department invites all students to
hear three professional writers talk about their experiences and answer your questions about the writing life.
Three writers: David Keane, Mary Anne McCarthy
and Victor Miller will be here at 4:30 p.m. in the
Engineering Auditorium. For more information, call
(408) 924-4463.
Wednesday

Public Relations Students Society of America Meeting
Come find out how it is like to work in the
world’s largest independent PR agency. Bruce
Roseman, senior executive of media relations at
A&R Edelman will be here at 6:30 p.m. in Dwight
Bentel Hall, JMC Lounge. For more information,
e-mail JamicaTipton@gmail.com.

Women’s Weekly Discussion
Join Counseling Services for the Women’s
Weekly Discussion from 1 to 2:20 p.m. in the
Administration building, room 201. For more
information, contact Beverly Floresca at
(408) 924-5910.

Palenstine Awareness Week
Students for Change is holding Palestine
Awareness Week with Documentary Day all day in the
Student Union, MOSAIC center Umunhum room.
For more information, e-mail
studentsforchange@sbcglobal.net.

Men’s Weekly Discussion
Join Counseling Services for the Men’s Weekly
Discussion from 3 to 4:20 p.m. in the
Administration building, room 201. For more
information, contact Kell Fujimoto at
(408) 924-5910.

Reading of Phelan Poetry Winners
Student winners of the Phelan Poetry contest
will read their names along with the history of
the awards. The event will take place from 6:30
to 8:30 p.m. in the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Library. For more information, contact Annette
Nellen at (408) 924-3508.

QTIP
The Queers Thoughtfully Interrupting
Prejudice will be holding its general meeting from
5:30 to 6:30 p.m. in the Student Union Almaden
room. For more information, e-mail
mastavic@mastavic.com.
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“As it goes with the images of our generation — the daily reiteration of sex, death and
smut on our televisions and on the Internet —
I believe my generation suffers from a problem caused by an information overload.”
• Sudden outbursts of facts about nonsensical subjects like Britney Spears latest substance-abuse induced outburst, who Anna Nicole’s babydaddy is or
Katie and Tom’s sexing-up of scientology.
• Inability to be surprised by overt sexual exploitation. “Reality TV” may be the flashing red light of
blame or the parents who say, “They’re going to see it
anyway.” Doctors still frequent this issue in debate.

You can call me old-fashioned or out-of-date.
But don’t call me in 10 years when your own
children are raised in a world of women dancing to
men flashing money and rapping about “hos,” onthe-street journalists capturing images of people
murdered broadcasted on the 5 o’clock news and
MTV continuing its current reign of threesomes and
alcoholism.
Wait … that’s the world we when live in now.
The moral fabric of our generation is threadbare.
And the moral decline is documented by what is an
obscene amount of trash on TV and readily accessed
on the Internet.
Expectations — especially socially and sexually
— are all earmarked by the consensus of our popular
culture. And the dirty laundry is aired for all of the
world and all of our children to see.
The desensitization that affects us more than it did
our parents and tenfold more than our grandparents
is numbing my mind and yours.
Turn off “The Real World” for a day and read a
book.
At least then you can count on your imagination in
creating images; and count less on the regurgitation
of trash.
It is making me sick.
Lindsay Bryant is the Spartan Daily sports editor. “You
Write Like a Girl” appears every Tuesday.

GUEST COLUMN:

Sparta Guide is provided free of charge to students, faculty and staff members. The deadline for entries is
noon, three working days before the desired publication date. Space restrictions may require editing of
submissions. Entries are printed in the order in which they are received.

Today

the days’ fires, car accidents and shootings, photos of
another celebrity’s crotch and the war in Iraq.
• Irritable pop culture syndrome — recognizable in
large doses of inane and ridiculous reports on people
we don’t know and will never meet.
• Habitual headaches caused by mind numbing
might occur when seeing “shocking” images millions
of times on TV, movies then youtube.com and Google.

ADVISERS
Richard Craig and Jan Shaw, News ; Michael Cheers, Photojournalism; Tim Hendrick, Advertising;
Tim Burke, Production Chief
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Small decisions can affect your future
Helen Walton died last week at the age of 87 with
$16 billion in the bank. For years, she made Forbes’
list of the world’s richest people, and was at one time
the richest woman alive on Earth.
And it was all by chance.
In the fantastically random lottery of life, Helen hit the jackpot.
She went to college and got a degree
in finance. She met a guy named
Sam and they were married on
Valentine’s Day in 1943. Two years
later, they opened a small, indeLUKE STANGEL
pendent drugstore as husband and
wife. The business grew, and in 1962, they opened the
world’s first Wal-Mart.
I’ve heard of that store. I think they sell walls
there.
And it was all by chance. So few of us ever direct
the course of our own lives. We think we do, but often, the most important things that come to us can be
traced back to a single day, a single decision, something as small as whether to choose oatmeal or cereal
on April 14, 1993.
I sit here, on my living room floor, trying to understand why I am here at this very moment: Living in this
house, dating the girl that I am dating, going to the school
I am going to, working at the job I am working at.
The answer: Pizza.
I got a part-time job at a pizzeria, and met a girl.
We dated, and I transferred to her college. There, I
joined the school newspaper, and made most of the
friends I have today. I found I liked journalism and
got a job at a small daily newspaper in Palo Alto. I
have worked there for four years, and seen six dead
bodies and 14 major fires.
The girl and I were married and divorced. I transferred to San Jose State University, and signed up for
a mass communications class taught by Dona Nichols. I chose a seat in the second row from the right,
three seats up the back. The girl next to me in that
class was nice and we began dating. A year later, we
rented a two-bedroom house in the Burbank neighborhood. I am sitting on the living room floor in that
house right now.
Pizza. The friends I have, the marriage, the divorce, the career, the girl I’m dating today — all de-
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termined by a part-time job in high school.
It’s late April, and we sit on the edge of summer.
Graduates, go forth into the workplace. Be fruitful
and let your bank account balance multiply. If you
are offered a job at two places, take one knowing that
your entire future may hinge on the decision.
I don’t believe in fate. I don’t think Helen Walton
was destined to be rich. Like all of life, she was in the
right place, at the right time and said the right things.
It could have been anyone.
That said, I also don’t believe in cosmic ambivalence. Just because life is random, that doesn’t
mean you should skip class and watch Spongebob

“I sit here, on my living room floor, trying
to understand why I am here at this very moment: Living in this house, dating the girl that
I am dating, going to the school I am going to,
working at the job I am working at.”
Squarepants all day because the future is out of your
control. By choosing to avoid choice, you are very
likely harming your future. Of course, you might
not.
This article was meant for graduates. As an abstract
thought, I find it delightful that each of you will leave
this school and make a thousand choices a day. Will
you work at Google, or Yahoo? Will you buy a house in
Sunnyvale, or Santa Clara? Will you take Interstate 101,
or Interstate 280? Will it be wheat, or sourdough?
Graduates, you’ll make decisions really without
knowing their true significance. And you may find,
decades from now — with billions in the bank — the
biggest decision of your life was to sleep in for half an
hour on April 14, 2013.
That’s the beautiful thing about life, and the
thought for the day. Enjoy!
Luke Stangel is a Spartan Daily staff writer. Guest columns
appear every Tuesday and Wednesday.

O P I N I O N PA G E P O L I C Y
Readers are encouraged to express
themselves on the Opinion page with a letter
to the editor.
A letter to the editor is a response to an
issue or a point of view that has appeared in
the Spartan Daily.
Only letters between 200 to 400 words will
be considered for publication.
Submissions become property of the
Spartan Daily and may be edited for clarity,
grammar, libel and length. Submissions must
contain the author’s name, address, phone
number, signature and major.
Submissions may be placed in the Letters to
the Editor box at the Spartan Daily office in
Dwight Bentel Hall, Room 209, sent by fax to
(408) 924-3282, e-mail at spartandaily@
casa.sjsu.edu or mailed to the Spartan Daily
Opinion Editor, School of Journalism and
Mass Communications, San Jose State
University, One Washington Square, San
Jose, CA 95192-0149.
Editorials are written by and are the consensus of the Spartan Daily editors, not the
staff.
Published opinions and advertisements do
not necessarily reflect the views of the Spartan
Daily, the School of Journalism and Mass
Communications or SJSU.
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Show- Two fraternities collaborate on step Prevention- Committee produced mock accident
routine in hopes of uniting black community film prior to slam, screened at Campus Village
Because of the hour delay in
starting the show, several Greek
organizations strolled along
the auditorium, and the crowd
danced along to the music before
the competition started.
Seven members of Iota Phi
Theta entered the stage in white
vests, black slacks and white
shiny shoes, and when they began to perform the stomping of
their feet and the sound of their
voices was the only thing that
could be heard throughout the
auditorium.
“We’ve been practicing for the
last two months for this competition,” said Christopher McCants,
a senior majoring in Psychology and step-master for Iota Phi
Theta.
“It feels great to win,” McCants said, “it was a lot of work
putting it together. Omega Psi
Phi has a similar style to us, but
today their enthusiasm killed
them because we came out really
enthusiastic.”
With one week of having choreographed and practiced their
routine, the six members of Sigma Gamma Rho took the stage
in black hats, blue collard shirts
and khaki shorts with a routine
inspired by Ciara’s “Like a boy”
music video.

The sorority took home the
first place trophy.
“We worked very hard,” said
Princess Odom, a freshman majoring in business management,
“we just crossed last week and we
only had a week to practice.
“It feels good to bring Sigma
Gamma Rho back. It’s the first
win, but not the last,” Odom
said.

“What better way to unite
the community ... .”
-Ronnie Versher Jr.,
senior, marketing
Brandi Daughtrey, a junior
majoring in social work, agreed
with the judges decisions.
“I thought the Iotas were the
best,” Daughtrey said, “and I like
how the Neo’s (new members) of
Sigma Gamma Rho came to represent for the first time.”
The judges included one member of all participating sororities
and fraternities, as well as Greek
advisors, Angela Harper-Pedersen and Blake Balajadia.
As a way of bringing together
the black community, members
of Alpha Phi Alpha and Iota Phi
Theta fraternities said they col-

laborated on a positive event.
“We did this for the community,” said Ronnie Versher Jr., a senior majoring in marketing, who
performed last minute with Alpha
Phi Alpha (San Jose State Chapter) after their Los Angeles chapter couldn’t get in to town due to
snow on the Interstate 5.
“What better way to unite
the community then to bring the
Black Greek organizations on
a collaborative event,” Versher
said.
Iota step-master Christopher
McCants said that the National
Pan-hellenic Council is small relative to other councils on campus
and that they wanted to bring the
Black community together by collaborating with Alpha Phi Alpha
Fraternity and putting on a positive event.
“SJSU hasn’t had a step-show
in four to five years,” said Zeke
Staples, a senior majoring in kinesiology and member of Iota Phi
Theta, “it’s something we needed
and knew could be done because
we’re two well-known organizations on campus.”
Terell Johnson, a senior majoring in radio, television and film,
said that since he came to SJSU
he was fascinated with stepping.
“It was one of my goals to put
on a show, and me and Chris collaborated and made the event
happen” he said.

DVD trends- Some two-hour movies
could take up to 90 minutes to download
Continued from page 1

He added that downloadable
movies could be the next major
shift in buying movies, in addition to Blu-ray and HD-DVD
formats.
Truong said that the time it
would take to download a movie
and the space it would require is
also concern and that a higher
quality movie would take even
more time and space.
“I would rather have a physical copy,” Truong said. “I would
only buy movies online if it was
the only option.”
Alex Broadwin, a junior majoring in computer science, said
that he uses Amazon.com to
buy movies because they can be
downloaded and played on TiVo.
Newer models of TiVo DVRs allow users to directly download
movies to a TiVo instead of a
computer.

“That would be really convenient for some people,” Broadwin
said.
According to Broadwin, you
can rent or purchase movies on
Amazon. About 15 minutes after it starts to download, he said
that you could start watching
the movie while it continues to
download.

“If you buy a lot of
movies, then space can
run out quickly.”
-Alex Broadwin,
junior, computer science
“If you buy a lot of movies, then
space can run out quickly,” he said.
“I buy movies online every once in

a while, but I wouldn’t buy all my
movies online, for that reason.”
While songs can be downloaded in about a minute, movies are
typically a couple hundred times
larger and could require hours to
download.
According to Amazon.com, a
two-hour movie would take up to
2.4 GB of hard drive space.
According to Wal-Mart’s video download Web site, the average size of a downloaded movie
would be between 1 and 1.5 GB.
With a cable Internet connection,
it would take 60 to 90 minutes to
download.
Only movies bought on iTunes
can be played on an iPod since it
uses a different format.
Each company has their own
specific downloading manager
and movie viewing software.
Each online store sells movies
from about $7 to $15 depending
on how new the movie is.

Visit www.thespartandaily.com to listen
to daily news-in-brief podcasts
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The SJSU Alcohol and Drug Abuse Prevention Committee put together a mock crash scene to show the dangers of drinking and driving.
Continued from page 1

“I lost several friends back in high
school from an alcohol related accident,” Ortega said. “We were young
back then, but innocence doesn’t protect you from a mistake like drinking
and driving.”
Martha Petrys, a junior majoring in
health science, reflected upon the accident scene and the missing victims.
“Well if this was real it looked like
the passenger in the Lexus didn’t make
it,” Petrys said. “I’m pretty sure no one
would have expected anything like this
to happen, too much alcohol just makes
people irresponsible.”
Both airbags in the Lexus were de-

SPRING ’07

Continued from page 1

ployed and the Jaws of Life had removed the doors on the driver’s side.
The passenger seat’s frame was pulled
off of the chassis connecting points indicating a passenger ejection.
Several weeks prior to the program,
the prevention committee produced a
film depicting a mock accident with fatalities.
The film was shown in front of Campus Village Building B and was followed
by several speakers including Dana Huges of the prevention committee and Detective Manuel Aguayo of the University
police.
For more information about alcohol and drug prevention contact Dana
Huges at (408) 925-6119.

Drunk driving
fatalities
41 percent of 1,672 motorcycle operators who
died in single-vehicle
crashes in 2004 had a
blood alcohol content of
.08 g/dl or higher.
60 percent of those killed
in single-vehicle crashes
on weekend nights had
a blood alcohol content
of .08 g/dl or higher.
(NHTSA, 2005 )
*IInformation obtained from the Mothers
Against Drunk Driving Web site

SJSU’s 150 th Anniversary
Deans’ Speaker Series:
Silicon Valley
Leaders Symposium

Executive Q & A:

A Conversation with Bruce Chizen
Moderated by Jon Fortt, Senior Editor of Business 2.0

26

Mr. Bruce Chizen
CEO, Adobe

APR

thursday
Noon to 1:00 pm
Room 189

For more information contact
Dr. Ahmed Hambaba,
Associate Dean of Graduate
and Extended Studies,
College of Engineering:
ahmed.hambaba@sjsu.edu

Engineering Building
Auditorium

www.engr.sjsu.edu
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Promotion- SJSU one of top two programs in N. America

sight

PHOTO BY LAUREN SAGAR/ STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Engineering students, faculty and local engineering businesses watch the premier of “Law & Disorder,” a film created by last year’s engineering students, on Tuesday night.
Continued from page 1

PHOTO BY STEPHANIA BEDNAR/ STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Josh Barclay, a sophomore majoring in aerospace engineering, looks at
the tripod that held the vandalized telescope on the Eighth floor of the Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. Library.

“They have specific knowledge and experience,” Yang said. “They have more hands-on experience, which is very important to what we do
in our company.”
The Test Development Engineering Program
was started at SJSU after Bill DeWilkins, formerly
a global test applications manager at Verigy, came
up with the idea and approached the College of
Engineering about starting a program.
“The test program was supposed to be a full
engineering school-wide program,” Schmitz
said.
Schmitz — who was approached by the
College of Engineering dean and department
chair — hopes the release and distribution of
the short film on DVD will bring interest to the
program.

FEE
HIKES
CAMPUS
RALLY
Against a 10%
Fee Hike and Cuts to
Outreach & Retention
Programs, such as EOP

11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.
April 25
Gather next
to amphitheater

“If we get more interest,” Schmitz said, “hopefully we can expand it.”
Presently, the Test Development Engineering
Program is only available to students in electrical
engineering. It could be expanded to include all
concentrations in engineering.
“If you spend spring, summer and fall in this
program,” Schmitz said, “it’s basically equivalent
to nine months of training on the job.”
The training and experience students gain
from participating in the program is not unique
to SJSU, but the only other university that offers
a better program is McGill University in Canada,
Schmitz said.
“Gordon Roberts teaches it there,” Schmitz
said, “and he wrote the book we use to teach it
here.”
Before the DVD was shown on Tuesday evening, Schmitz took a moment to thank those who
were a part of the production of the film and the

success of the program.
One person Schmitz was not able to thank was
also not able to attend.
“The guy who made me a professor in the
first place,” Schmitz said, “Bob Dutton of
Stanford. He tutored me and mentored me. He
cares more about what people learn than the
details.”
This type of teaching is also what attracted
and continued student interest to the program
run by Schmitz.
Mike Ogier is a senior majoring in electrical
engineering, and a current Test Development Engineering Program student.
“A large factor in the success of the program is
how (Dr. Schmitz) is able to not only be your professor and teach you the materisal,” Ogier said,
“but to work alongside you and be your peer as
well. The program can be seen as a sample of
what goes on in an engineer’s job.”

Students & Faculty
l
l
i
t
s
are in the same boat.

^

CSU Students are faced with a proposed 10% fee increase this fall = $2,772
not counting campus based fees. This is on top of 76 % undergraduate fee
increases and 100% graduate student fee increases since 2002.
The CSU Administration and the Governor have proposed additional fee
hikes of up to 10% per year through 2010-2011, which means fees will rise
$2,196 or a 154% increase since 2002.
CSU Outreach and Retention Programs are proposed to be cut another
$7 million next year.
Students are already overburdened with high fees, more student loans and
less ﬁnancial aid, limited class oﬀerings, and overcrowded classrooms.
Students are paying more while getting less!
The California Faculty Association (CFA) views the student fee issue as
a key part of a larger ﬁght for accessible, aﬀordable, and high quality
education as called for in the 1960 Master Plan of
Higher Education. We will continue to stand together
with students to stop fee increases, restore funding
to outreach programs, and oppose CSU executive pay
hikes and perks.
Join us as we rally for justice for students and the next
generation of Californiaʼs leaders!
For more info about your campus rally contact:
StudentsforJustice@gmail.com

SPARTAN DAILY

APRIL 24, 2007

NEWS

TUESDAY

5

Existing genocide, racism examined at Holocaust luncheon
KIMBERLY LIEN
STAFF WRITER

With the last century, 150 to 200 million people have died from genocide and
war, according to oral historian and activist Lani Silver.
As director of the James Byrd Jr.
Racism Oral History Project, Silver
conducted and collected approximately
2,500 interviews on racism in America.
James Byrd Jr. was a black man who
was dragged through the streets of Jasper, Texas in 1998 by three white supremacists just because of the color of
his skin.
“I think there’s a crisis in society,” Silver said, “where we’re not learning the
lessons of the Holocaust. We need to
educate ourselves about what’s happening in the world.”
Silver said she believes racism to be
the biggest problem in America today,
because it has changed from overt bigotry to an invisible, hard to see, hard to
recognize form.
Sandeep Pabla, a senior majoring in English, attended the luncheon

partly because it was offered as an extra credit opportunity, but also because
she has interest in learning about the
Holocaust.
She is currently enrolled in a Holocaust literature class where she read
books such as: “Anne Frank: The Diary
of a Young Girl,” “Night” and “Life with
a Star.”

“If we understood the
lessons of the Holocaust,
we wouldnʼt let
Darfur happen.”
-Lani Silver,
historian and activist

A lack of knowledge is one of the reasons why Pabla said she believed genocides have continued to go on after the
Holocaust.

“Events like this one can help people
understand it better,” Pabla said.
The topic of last Thursday’s Genocide Holocaust Week luncheon — which
Silver and Center for the Study of the
Holocaust, Genocide and Human
Rights founding director John K. Roth
spoke at — was “How can we create a
world where ‘Never Again’ means never
again?”
Hillel of Silicon Valley, the MOSAIC Cross Cultural Center and San Jose
State University organized Genocide
Holocaust Week to educate and inform
the campus community about the tragedies of the Holocaust and other genocides.
“If you don’t keep calling attention to
it,” Silver said, “then you’ve lost something valuable.”
Silver was also the founder of the Bay
Area Holocaust Oral History Project.
The Bay Area Oral History Project conducted over 1,700 interviews
with Holocaust survivors from 1981 to
1996.
In 1993, after Steven Spielberg released “Schindler’s List” and discovered
that most survivors had not written down

or recorded their personal oral histories,
he created the Shoah Foundation for Visual History and Education.
Spielberg reached out to Silver after
learning of the Bay Area Oral History
Project, and asked for her guidance and
assistance as a consultant for the Shoah
Foundation.
As a result, the Shoah Foundation has
been able to record and archive more
than 53,000 oral histories all over the
world, Silver said.
“Too many people don’t know about
the Holocaust or what it was about,” Silver said, “or Cambodia or Rwanda, even
in my own family.”
When Silver asked her 16-year-old
niece what the Holocaust was and how
many people died as a result of it, she
had no idea.
After asking her niece to guess how
many people lost their lives in the Holocaust, her niece replied, “I don’t know,
3,000?”
“If we understood the lessons of the
Holocaust,” Silver said, “we wouldn’t let
Darfur happen.”
Nearing the end of her speech, Silver
asked the audience why they thought

there were continued acts of war and
genocide that have occurred since after
the end of the Holocaust.
Answers from the audience included:
lack of education, need for power, fear
and religious extremism.
Roth was the second speaker of the
luncheon. In addition to being the founding director of the Center for the Study
of the Holocaust, Genocide and Human
Rights, he is also an Edward J. Sexton
Professor Emeritus of Philosophy.
“If you stop laughing now,” Roth
said, “then you help reduce the next
genocide.”
Roth said he believes that one of the
ways people can help to educate others
about racism and genocide is to stand up
to those who might think discriminatory
statements are comedic or acceptable
banter.
“The Holocaust was not only genocide,” Roth said, “but a form of genocide that was unprecedented.”
The systematic and methodological extermination of the Jewish people
should have been an event that taught us
something about the horror and tragedy
of genocide, Roth said.

Derby
Days

RETURNS
PHOTO BY STEPHANIA BEDNAR/ STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Members of the Alpha Phi sorority run in a three-leg race on Wednesday as part of the Derby Day event put on by Sigma
Chi.

Got
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With Olympic, All-American team members and the
home crowd on its side, Stanford sinks SJSU 12-8
MARK POWELL
STAFF WRITER

The No. 8 ranked San Jose State University women’s water polo team was outlasted by No. 1 Stanford
University 12-8 on Saturday in the final regular season game of the season for both schools.
The Spartans (14-11, 6-6) nearly spoiled a perfect
Mountain Pacific Sports Federation conference record
for the Cardinal (23-1, 12-0), who needed six fourthquarter goals to put the Spartans away.
“I’m disappointed in the final score because it’s not
indicative of the game itself,” SJSU head coach Lou
Tully said. “In the fourth quarter, we just had a couple
things go against us. Stanford got some goals when
they needed it and they did a good job.”
Senior Deanna Lowry scored two goals for SJSU,
who nearly gave Stanford its first loss since losing to
the University of Southern California 8-6 on Feb. 3.
“It was the best game we’ve played as a team — we
were all talking and playing together,” Lowry said.
“I’m extremely tired. It’s the hardest game I’ve played.
And it’s my senior year, so I was just going all out. I left
everything in the pool.”
Some of the Spartans acknowledged that they had
been thinking a lot about traveling to Stanford and

Spartan senior attacker Alexis Higlett reaches for the ball held by
Stanford driver Jacquelyn Gauthier at Saturday’s game against
Stanford.
ORTHO?EVRA?PRINT?HAL#%"PDF



beating the nation’s No. 1 team at
its own pool.
“Oh, hell yeah,” said sophomore
Juliet Moss. “We were really excited.
We wanted to come in here and give
them a hard game. We played them
tough and unfortunately we didn’t
win, but we played them as tough as
we could.”
Moss, the team’s leading goal scorer
for the season with 46, tallied three goals
to pace the Spartans on Saturday.
“I was trying to get back in a
rhythm,” Moss said “The last couple games I wasn’t scoring any goals,
I guess. But everybody else was scoring the goals though, so I don’t care
that I wasn’t scoring any goals.”
SJSU was never able to take a
lead in the game, but senior Beth
Harberts’ penalty shot at 5:30 in
the fourth quarter tied the game
at 7-7.
“I was thinking, I have this,” HarPHOTOS BY LAUREN SAGAR/ STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
berts said, recalling the moments
SJSU
attacker
Deanna
Lowery
throws
the
ball
past
Stanford
All-American
driver
Katie
Hansen
and
goalie Meridith McColl to score a goal against
before her shot.
the
Cardinal
team
in
Saturday’s
game
at
Stanford.
Stanford led 2-1 after the first
quarter on goals by Katie Hansen
Hansen and Gauthier were the goal scorers for the don’t think that was a big issue today.”
and Jacquelyn Gauthier. The Cardinal had an oppor- Cardinal in the second quarter as the teams went into
Following Harberts’ game-tying penalty shot goal
tunity to add a third score before the period ended, halftime with Stanford leading 4-2.
in the fourth quarter, Stanford outscored SJSU 5-1 to
but SJSU goalie Kendra Adama blocked Hansen’s
“We had goals we wanted to accomplish in this close out the game.
penalty shot attempt with 20 seconds remaining.
Senior Hansen led Stanford scorers with four
game,” Harberts said. “Our coaches tried to reiterate
“It’s probably the best have played together,” Tully that over the past week. I feel we all played a role and goals on the day. Lauren Silver, Christina Hewko and
said “I’m pleased with that. It’s definitely not an off year helped each other out on defense. The goals stuck.”
Gauthier had two goals each for the Cardinal.
for (Stanford). They’re the No. 1 team in the nation.
“I have no regrets,” SJSU’s Lowry said about her
With an assist from Lowry, Moss brought the Spar“I think we hung with them pretty well on speed. tans to within one on the first goal of the third quarter. final regular season game. “I got my first black eye toI know they had some counter-attack goals at times,
Alison Gregorka, whom the Stanford public ad- day. It took five years, but I got my first black eye.”
but we did all right.”
The first round of the Mountain Pacific Sports
dress announcer introduced as “one of the best twoThe teams combined for only three scores again meter players in the world,” sparked the Cardinal with Federation postseason tournament begins on April 26
the second quarter.
in Tempe, Ariz.
a power play goal with 3:35 remaining in the period.
SJSU junior Geraldine Hazlett managed to score one
SJSU, the No. 6 seed in the tournament, will face
“It’s a matter of not being intimidated,” Coach
of her two goals while blanketed by triple-teamed from Tully said about playing at a highly-acclaimed school 11th seeded California State University, Northridge at
Stanford defenders with 5:39 to go before halftime.
such as Stanford. “You get numb to that after a while. I 12:40 p.m., according to SJSU’s official athletic Web site.
0-
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Spartans face Stanford University tonight

Spartans clinch first 2, lose third in extras
KRIS ANDERSON
EXECUTIVE EDITOR

It lasted four hours and 30 minutes over the course of 12 innings
in a back-and-forth battle that included five lead changes and could
make a see-saw look stoic.
The San Jose State University
baseball team lost the last game
of a three-game series with Sacramento State University 11-8 on
Sunday, after winning the first two
games of the series by a combined
score of 10-4.
“It was a back-and-forth game,”
head coach Sam Piraro said. “Both
teams had an opportunity to win it.”
Sunday’s contest began well
enough for the Spartans, scoring
one run in the 1st, but SJSU didn’t
cross the plate for five innings as
Sacramento State took a 2-1 lead
during that span.
SJSU starting pitcher Josh Amberson threw 3 1/3 innings, striking out four, but he gave up four
hits and two runs.
“They got big hits,” Piraro said.
“They had the long ball today,”
he said referring to the two Hornet
home runs.
Prior to the fateful 3rd inning,

Amberson tossed 11 1/3 scoreless innings, dating back to an earlier contest against Santa Clara University.
After Sacramento State took
the lead in the 3rd, Hornet starting
pitcher Mick Joyce caught fire, striking out six of 19 hitters he faced.
Junior center fielder Brian Yocke
said the Spartans knew Joyce liked
to play with hitters, usually throwing around the plate for his first
two pitches, before attacking the
strike zone.
“We knew he likes nibbling
away at the plate,” Yocke said of
Joyce’s style. “He likes to lull you
asleep then pound away.”
Yocke, who’s only started three
games all season, was the strongest
Spartan hitter of the day, going 4-6
and registering his first career extra-base hit at SJSU.
“(Yocke) really stepped up his
game and gave us a lot of life,” Piraro said.
He described Yocke as scrappy
and hard-nosed, and that he was
really the only offense the Spartans
had all day.
“I just wanted to play as hard as
I could,” Yocke said.
Sitting in the lead-off spot in the
lineup, Yocke also scored twice, registered two RBIs and stole a base.

“It was intense the whole game,”
freshman shortstop Kyle Bellows
said. “The third game of a series is
always the toughest to win.”
Piraro said momentum played a
big role in Sunday’s game, pointing that SJSU should have come
back and won in the final inning
of play.
“We had two or three chances
to win the game,” he said. “We

“The third game of a
series is always the
toughest to win.”
-Kyle Bellows,
freshman shortstop
should have won it in the 9th.”
Down two runs going into the
9th inning, Hornet closer Mitch
Lively loaded the bases, putting
the potential winning run on first
base.
Lively walked a run home before
Hornet relief man John Schlager
took over.
With the bases still loaded desig-

nated hitter Ryan Angel chopped a
grounder to third, and Hornet third
baseman David Flores decided to
go for the double play, tagging his
base for a force out, letting the tying
run score, and throw to first.
But, Angel beat the throw and
legged out an RBI single.
Had Angel not made it to first
base in time, the Spartan run would
not have counted and the Hornets
would have won the game with two
runners stranded on base.
The Spartans, however, couldn’t
hold on to the momentum, giving
up five runs in the 12th inning.
Down by five with the game on
the line, the back-and-forth theme
of the day continued, with Hornet
pitcher Schlager walking the first
two batters of the inning, and giving up two runs.
But the breath of hope didn’t
last long as Billy Sinacori came in
and shut the Spartans out in just
2/3 of an inning.
San Jose State travels to Stanford University’s Sunken Diamond
today for a non-conference game.
The Spartans will travel to
Ruston, La. this Friday to begin a
three-game series against Western
Athletic Conference leader Louisiana Tech University.

The 2-10 Pac 10 Cardinal team will face the 5-7 Western Athletic Conference Spartans at 7 p.m. at Stanford University’s Sunken Diamond Stadium.

PHOTO BY HANNA THRASHER/ STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Senior pitcher Corey Cabral threw two innings of scoreless relief with three strikeouts for the Spartans against Sacramento State University Sunday.

CLASSIFIEDS

Submit and Pay for your Classifieds Online with the convenience of a credit card. Questions on how to place your classified? Call 408.924.3277
ACTION DAY NURSERY/
PRIMARY PLUS seeking

EMPLOYMENT
SPRING + SUMMERJOBS! There are 7 positions available under the Milpitas, Santa Clara, and San
Jose branch of StudentPainters. No exp. nec. Training
provided. 18+. Pay is $9-$11
hrly. +bonuses. Contact
Melanie: (408)506-6670

THE OLD SPAGHETTI
FACTORY We are currently
hiring for P/ T positions. We
offer a great working environment with day & evening
shifts for responsible & energetic people. Apply in person
2:30 to 4:00 Mon-Wed. We
are located in San Pedro
Square

OFFICE ASSISTANT
Small office. Phones & reservations. Light computer work.
Good phone skills a must.
Flex hrs. (408) 292-7876

EASTER SEALS seeks
Lifeguards, Instructional
Lifeguards & Aquatic Specialists, part or full time in San
Jose (Bascom & Moorpark).
Flex hours/ days, Mon-Sat.
Call Tiago @ 408 295-0228.
Send resume to
jobs@esba.org or fax to
408 275-9858. $11-$15/
hour. DOE.

Infant, Toddler & Preschool
Teachers & Aides. FT& PT
positions avail. Substitute
positions are also avail that
offer flex hrs. ECE units are
req’d for teacher positions
but not req’d for Aide positions. Excellent opportunity
for Child Develop majors.
Call Cathy for an interview @
244-1968 X16 or fax res. to
248-7433

VALET PARKERS
WANTED Summer is
coming. Are you looking for
a part-time/ full-time job?
Corinthian Parking Services
is looking for valet attendants
to fill positions at local malls
and private events.
Requirements:
ï At least 19 yrs old
ï Valid CA Class C license
ï CLEAN DMV record
ïMUST be responsible, wellgroomed and punctual
ïMUST HAVE PROFESSIONAL ATTITUDE
If this is you, please call
408-981-5894 for an interview.

DELIVERY DRIVERS
Party rental business. Perfect
for students. Earn up to $250
every weekend. Must have
reliable truck or van., Heavy
lifting is required.
408 292-7876

SUMMER JOB

LEADERS/COUNSLR/
INSTRCT P/ T positions
available for school hours
and after-school hours.
Need car & have experience
working with youth.
Call 408-287-4170,
ext. 221 or 237
AAE/ EOP

Work outside. Work with
other students. $9.00$11.00+bonus’s. Training
provided. San Jose area.
Great Resume builder. Hiring
part time house painters and
production managers. Call or
e-mail dinkk89@hotmail.com
(408)386-4510

SITTERS WANTED. $10
or more per hour. Register
FREE for jobs at
www.student-sitters.com.
EARN $2500+ MONTHLY
and more to type simple ads
online.
www. DataEntryTypers.com
\

ATTENTION SJSU
STUDENTS
PART TIME OPENINGS
$17.70 BASE-appt.
Vector, the company for
students, has part-time openings available for customer
sales/ service. The positions
offer numerous unique benefits for students:
*HIGH STARTING PAY
*FLEXIBLE SCHEDULES
*Internships possible
*All majors may apply
*Scholarships awarded
*Some conditions apply
*No experience necessary
*Training provided
Earn income & gain experience! Watch for us on-campus throughout the semester
or CALL 866-1100 9am-5pm
www.workforstudents.com/sjsu

SUMMER JOB OPPORTUNITY! STUDENTPAINTERS. NET is now hiring FT &
PT House Painters & Production Managers. No exp nec.
Training provided. Mtn. View,
Palo Alto, Sunnyvale & San
Jose areas. Must be 18yrs
old +. $9 to 11.00/ hr. Contact
Anastasia @ (408) 386-6540

CHILDCARE Church next
to San Jose State seeks
Sunday Childcare person.
$40 per Sunday. 1.5hrs. 405
S.10th Street
(408)294-4564
(408)294-4564

INFORMATION BOOTH
We are looking for an outgoing, well spoken, professional
individual with interest in
real estate to work at an
informational booth. Hourly
compensation, bonuses and
clothing allowance. Flexible
hours. Please call
408 866-1957 for more info.

MARKETING/SALES
POSITION Looking for
enthusiastic, creative &
professional individuals to
help sales & marketing team
at new startup. 20+hrs/wk @
$9-11/hr
email: info@baycomllc.com

PART TIME SITTER
WANTED Part Time Sitter
(15 hrs+/-)in our home. Long
term commitment.
4 kids ages 3- 13.
Must have own transportation. Experience in preschool/ childcare centers a
plus!
Flexible with your schedule.
Pay DOE.
Please email a resume or
short note about yourself to:
larooney1@comcast.net

FOR RENT
SJSU INTERNATIONAL
HOUSE
*One block to campus
*US & Internat’l students
*Safe/ friendly/ home-like
*Intercultural experience
*Computer lab, study room &
student kitchen
*Wireless internet access
*Assigned parking (fee)
One semester contract
Apply now! sjsu.edu/ihouse
360 S. 11th St. 924-6570

ANNOUNCEMENTS

SMILE CHOICE
DENTAL PLAN

WANNA SCORE

(includes cosmetic) $71.75
per year. Save 30%-60%.
For info call 1-800-655-3225
or www.studentdental.com

With new Dial-Send-Read
info numbers it’s easy. You
just dial the toll free number
of your favorite sports team
from your cell phone, wait
for the beep and moments
later we’ll send you a text
message with up-to-the-minute scores. Try one today SF
Giants DSR: 888-377-8559.
Yes it’s Free!! Get and store
the numbers to all your favorite teams at:
www. DSRdirectory.com
(only national carriers supported)

REPAIR LAPTOP
COMPUTER
Remove viurs pop up adware
repair/buy /sell laptop & parts
recovery data (408)469-5999
http://www.fixLaptop.com

OPPORTUNITIES
EARN WHILE YOU
LEARN

SERVICES

Flipping Burgers for $6/hour
OR Flipping Houses for $10K
Month? Learn How! Call
Now! 877.517.5701

NEED CPR CERTIFICATION?

WANTED

$45 SPECIAL for SJSU
students w/ ID. Training at
your location or ours. Adult/
Child/ Infant CPR, First Aid,
BLS for Healthcare Providers, Pediatric (EMSA) for
Childcare Providers. Call
(408) 561-4807 or
(408) 416-1607. Email--fastcprclass@gmail.com
Get your cards the same
day!

$ SPERM DONORS
NEEDED $
Up to $900 / month. - Palo
Alto. Healthy MEN, wanted
for California Cryobank’s
sperm donor program.
APPLY ONLINE:
www.spermbank.com

PROFESSIONAL
EDITING for your paper
or dissertation. Experienced.
Efficient. Exact. Familiar with
APA & Chicago styles. ESL is
a specialty. Grace @
(831) 252-1108 or
Evagrace@aol.com or visit
www.gracenotesediting.com

ADVERTISE
IN
THE SPARTAN DAILY
SPARTANDAILYADS@CASA.SJSU.EDU

CLASSIFIED AD RATE INFORMATION
Each line averages 25 spaces. Each letter, number, punctuation
mark, and space is formatted into an ad line. The first line will
be set in bold type and upper case for no extra charge up to
20 spaces. A minimum of three lines is required. Deadline is
10:00 am , 2-weekdays prior to publication.
MINIMUM THREE LINE CLASSIFIED AD:
DAYS: 1
2
3
4
RATE: $10.00 $15.00 $20.00 $25.00
$2.50 EACH ADDITIONAL LINE AFTER THE THIRD LINE.
$3.00 EACH ADDITIONAL DAY.
• RATES ARE CONSECUTIVE DAYS ONLY. •ALL ADS ARE
PREPAID.
• NO REFUNDS ON CANCELLED ADS.

SPARTAN DAILY
Dwight Bentel Hall, Room 209
FAX:
408.924.3282
EMAIL:
spsartandailyads@casa.sjsu.edu

ONLINE:
www.thespartandaily.com

FREQUENCY DISCOUNT: 40+ consecutive issues: 10%
discount
SJSU STUDENT RATE: 10% discount. Ads must be
placed in person in DBH 209 from 10 AM or 3PM.
STUDENT ID REQUIRED. Rate applies to student’s
individual ads only. Not intended for businesses and/or
other persons. Frequency discount does not apply.
DISCLAIMER
The Spartan Daily makes no claim for products or services advertised below nor is there any guarantee implied. The classified columns of the Spartan Daily consist

of paid advertising and offers are not approved or verified by the newspaper. Certain advertisements in these columns may refer the reader to specific telephone numbers or addresses for additional information. Classified readers should be reminded that, when making these further

contacts, they should require complete information before sending money for goods or services. In addition, readers should carefully investigate all firms offering employment listings or coupons for discount vacations or merchandise.

THANK YOU
FOR
ADVERTISING
WITH THE
SPARTAN DAILY!
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MOVIE QUOTE OF THE DAY:

“Oh no, Mrs. Robinson. I think, I think youʼre the most
attractive of all my parentsʼ friends. I mean that.”
—Dustin Hoffman, ʻThe Graduate,ʼ 1967
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A homemade taste of Mexico Animated caricatures duke it out on paper
YAEL REED WACHSPRESS
STAFF WRITER

La Peñita is a traditional Mexican
restaurant tucked between other local businesses on 601 S. First St.
It doesn’t look like much on the
outside; the invitation is a lonely
open sign and a crooked screendoor entrance. The inside is similarly mundane in style with dirtbrown floors, picnic-style lunch
tables and a limited seating area.

Restaurant
review
The compensation for the restaurant’s dreary appearance is the
quality of food and its prices. The
plates are all $10 or less and seem
to come from grandma’s kitchen in
Mexico.
“I’ve been here before,” my
friend Erika said, as we stepped inside. “The food is really good.”
The recipes at La Peñita, providing credible taste, might have
been passed on from generations
with fresh salsa, hand-made tortillas and seasoned meats.
I ordered a chicken taco that
comes with rice and beans for $7.95,
while my guest ordered two carne
asada soft tacos for the same price.
After we were served our meal,
we became comfortable in our surroundings and the atmosphere faded to black as we enjoyed our dish-

es — so comfortable we began to
talk about our lives and neglected
to notice how much we had eaten.
Satisfied and surprised at how
much we both had eaten, I sat back
and observed the restaurant.
Alongside the wall to the left of
us was a line of mirrors, and to the
right were some murals displaying
art of the Mexican culture. A tiny
bar was set up in the back corner
that looked untouched with one
lonely bar stool tossed underneath.
The television was tuned into
a Spanish channel and an elderly
man sat in the corner under the
TV, observing the atmosphere, as
if that was where he belonged.
Business was slow on that Friday
afternoon as only four other people
came in to enjoy the cuisine.
A woman munched quietly in
one corner, occasionally looking
up to possibly ponder the conversations of others.
A woman behind the bar, greeted people as they came in, hand-

ing them menus and leading them
to tables. The distance from the
counter to the seating area was so
close that customers grabbed a table before she could officially offer
seating arrangements.

“The recipes at La Peñita,
providing credible taste, might
have been passed on from
generations with fresh salsa,
hand-made tortillas and
seasoned meats.”
My guest and I sat at a table by a
window looking out on South First
Street. I watched as cars passed by
and few people took the time to notice La Peñita.
The beauty of this experience
was the food.
I would recommend this restaurant to anyone who has a passion
for good Mexican cuisine.

PHOTO BY STEPHANIA BEDNAR/ STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Maribel Deran works as a waitress at the La Peñita Restaurant located on South
First Street.

RAINIER RAMIREZ
STAFF WRITER

Nowhere else could you expect
to see a battle between the Spartans of “300” and sumo wrestlers,
Ali G against his alter ego Borat,
or musicians Prince and Michael
Jackson — all fighting against one
another in drawing battles.
More than 100 people packed
into art room 218 last Thursday to
watch D-Day, a drawing competition held by the Shrunkenheadman Animation/Illustration Club.
“It’s an exercise that animators
do to get into the character they
animate,” said Sean Petrilak, the
organizer for this year’s D-Day.
Petrilak, a junior majoring in
animation and illustration, said
that the participants dress up as a
character and try their best to become that character.
“They have a drawing competition
— the winner of the drawing competition gets to go out and the loser becomes the next model for drawing.”
In this competition, the winner
was determined by the cheering of
the audience. For most of the drawing battles, the person or group that
acted better in character usually won.
“It’s like professional wrestling
meets professional drawing,” host
Cole Higgins said to the audience,
at the beginning of the event.
For Higgins, a senior majoring
in animation and illustration, it
was his third year hosting D-Day.
One of the crowd-favorite battles had Petrilak and John Clapp, a
professor in animation/illustration,
impersonating each other.
The audience erupted into laughter as Petrilak overemphasized the
likeness and characteristics of his
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Aidan Casserly, as Hobbes, and Steve Gravano, as Calvin, win a round of cartoon
battling at Thursday’s D-Day event in the Art building.

drawing professor; stiffly walking,
placing a can of Coca-Cola on the
stand and sharpening a pencil.
In the 30 seconds they were allowed to draw, the participants drew
quick caricatures of the model — that
is if they weren’t playfully attacking
their opponent, singing or dancing
all while staying in character.
Another drawing battle had a
pack of zombies going against Resident Evil video game heroine Jill
Valentine, and Ash from the horror
movie “Evil Dead.”
In another drawing battle, a
scene from the movie “Kill Bill,”
was reenacted. The Bride, played
by Lauren Reeser, had a sword
fight with Elle Driver, played by
Erin Middendorf, while drawing.
By the time the event ended at 8
p.m., a total of 15 drawing battles
had taken place.

“It gets crazier and crazier each
year,” Petrilak said.
Petrilak said that D-Day has
been held for about 12 years and
has been growing larger each year.
“It took a month to prepare
for,” Higgins said. “I would say
80 percent of it is rehearsed and
the other 20 percent is adlib and
going with the crowd flow and having a good time.”
Higgins said that everyone is
working hard to get jobs and finish
their final projects at the end of the
semester, so it’s a great way for everyone to laugh and get together.
“They have energy, imagination
and humor,” said Alice Carter, a
professor in the school of art and
design. “They know how to have
a good time in the middle of the
semester. By tomorrow it will all be
back to work again.”

ANNOUNCING OUR NEW CITY CENTRE BRANCH
Conveniently located across from
the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Library
at 140 East San Fernando Street.

• Join us for the Grand Opening Celebration:
April 23rd through the 27th, light refreshments
will be served throughout the day.
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• Ask about our 8 Month Grand Opening
CD Special!

st S

• Full service ATM available 24/7 with
no surcharge for County Federal
and CO-OP members.

S1

• Membership fee will be waived for
accounts established through the
end of May.

SJSU

S1

• San Jose State University Faculty, Staff & • All members will be eligible for a chance to
win valuable prizes.
Students welcome to join!

www.sccfcu.org
(408) 282-0700

Branch Hours
Monday–Thursday 10:00 am to 5:30 pm
Friday 10:00 am to 6:00 pm
Saturday – Closed

