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Congress to consider Gulf Coast project
By NICOLE LIEURANCE
Staff Writer

A works project bill conceived at San
Jose State University was introduced into
the U.S. Congress Nov. 1.
According to its text, House Resolution
4048 aims to create 100,000 jobs in the
Gulf Coast region, where more than two
years ago Hurricanes Katrina and Rita
destroyed thousands of homes and lives.
SJSU students, led by Associate Professor
of sociology Scott Myers-Lipton, came up
with the idea for the Gulf Coast Civic Works
Project in November 2006 during a sleepout at SJSU to raise awareness for poverty.
Myers-Lipton said that the Works Project would fulfill several goals for Gulf

Coast locals by providing employment,
rebuilding communities and allowing displaced persons to return home.
Victoria Chavez, an SJSU student involved in the Works Project, said that getting
the bill into Congress was “a great success.”
“It’s kind of shocking and a little overwhelming,” Chavez said, adding that she
and other students worked hard to put
pressure on Congress to adopt the bill.
Congresswoman Zoe Lofgren, who represents San Jose and Silicon Valley, introduced
the bill into the House of Representatives.
“I introduced this legislation to help ensure that the critical infrastructure along
the Gulf Coast will be rebuilt in an efficient

Gulf Coast Civic Works by the numbers
100,000 jobs the bill

43 roughly the

hopes to create in the
Gulf Coast region.
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Assembly.
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Coast Civic Works
Project created at
SJSU.

still living in FEMA
trailers

Coping with the aftermath of war
Some veterans plagued with post-traumatic
stress disorder after their return from war
By NICOLE LIEURANCE AND
MANDIE MOHSENZADEGAN
Staff Writers

JEN SKIDMORE // Special to the Daily

The Veterans Memorial located on Park Avenue at the Guadalupe River displays 76 flags flying 30 feet high, dedicated on Nov. 11, 1997. The white flags
are a sign of peace.

After Romeo Horvath returned from military service in
Iraq, he wasn’t quite the same.
“I was drinking heavily and
isolating myself,” he said.
After months of suffering,
Horvath sought counseling from
Veterans Affairs and was diagnosed with post-traumatic stress
disorder, a condition that affects
approximately 11 percent of returning veterans, said Dr. Annabel Prins, a clinical psychologist
at the national center for PTSD,
and a psychology professor at
San Jose State University.
Combat-related PTSD often
comes as a result of traumatic
life-threatening
experiences,
Prins said. Symptoms can include flashbacks and nightmares
relating to the trauma, emotional
detachment, avoidance, trouble
sleeping and a feeling of always
being on guard.
Horvath said that it was hard
for him to go back to school after
his wartime experiences. To avoid
crowded classrooms that might
make him nervous, he elected to
take all his classes online.
Horvath said he still receives
counseling for PTSD, but has
not let the disorder keep him

from his dreams. After returning
from Iraq, he went on to get his
bachelor’s and master’s degrees
and now works for Veterans Affairs, helping returning veterans
transition into civilian life.
Prins and Horvath agreed that
it’s important for returning veterans to seek care as soon as possible if they are experiencing the
symptoms of the stress disorder.
“For many of these returning
veterans, there are two years of
free services,” Prins said, adding
that there’s usually a contingency
that kicks in after two years as to
whether care will continue.
“It would depend after two
years what their income is and
whether or not there’s a clear
service connection for their disability,” she said.
History lecturer Stanley Underdal, who is a U.S. Air Force
veteran, said that he believes
post-traumatic stress disorder is
a high cost of war — both monetary and psychological — that
everyone must be aware of.
“This is a cost that we will pay
in the long term: not only in dollars and cents, but in terms of
how these people will be able to
come back and live within their
societies,” he said.
Underdal also said that veterSee DAY, page 4

Staff Writers

Stanley Underdal, veteran of the Air Force and
current history professor at SJSU, said Veterans
Day is one day that celebrates all of the veterans
who have served in the U.S. armed services.
Underal was a part of the Air Force from
1961 until he retired in 1983. He said Veterans
Day signifies more than just a holiday.
“For the people who have served in the military, it’s a continuing reminder that we Ameri-

NEWS

cans don’t like to think about war,” Underdal
said. “We engage in war, but we don’t like to
think it’s necessary.”
He said that most Americans prefer not to
participate in war because of all the health issues at risk, including a person’s life.
“War is a bloody damn business,” Underdal
said. “War is not a fun thing.”
Underdal said due to the elimination of the
draft in 1973 by the United States, more individuals forget how lucky they are.

MANDIE MOHSENZADEGAN // Spartan Daily

Stanley Underdal, who served in the Air Force in
Vietnam, is a professor of history at SJSU.

See PTSD, page 4
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Art exhibit displays images
taken of injuries from terrorist
attacks.
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Four-prong plan would raise taxes and
cut social services from budget
By OSVALDO CASTILLO

The city of San Jose is currently facing an overall structural
deficit of more than $100 million
that has been growing for the past
six years, said Michelle McGurk,
a public information officer for
Mayor Chuck Reed.
“Every year expenses grow,”
McGurk said. “Some things we
can control, and others like the
cost of living, we cannot.”
The mayor’s budget shortfall
advisory group, which is working
with the city manager’s structural
deficit task force, to create a fourstrategy plan to eliminate the
city’s deficit, McGurk said.
“The mayor’s budget shortfall
advisory group and the city manager’s general fund task force, are
putting everything on the table
and evaluating every single option that is available so that a solution for the deficit problem can
be found,” McGurk said.
The plan includes revenue
strategies, such as raising taxes and

PAGE 6

OPINION

See DEFICIT, page 7

•School crossing guards and safe
schools initiative
•Life skills training and case management
•Work experience and homework programs
•Scale back to reactive policing
•Reduce neighborhood and regional
park maintenance
Sources: San Jose Structural Deficit Presentation

Novelist Salman Rushdie
to speak on campus
By BRIANA HERNANDEZ

Controversial novelist Salman
Rushdie is scheduled to speak in
Morris Dailey Auditorium today
at 7:30 p.m. The event is open
to the public as well as SJSU students and faculty.
According to a biography by
Philip Allingham of Lakehead
University in Ontario, Indian-born
Rushdie became a noted author after publishing his 1988 novel, “The
Satanic Verses.” Iran’s then-leader
Ayatollah Khomeini placed Rushdie
under a fatwa, or death sentence, for
blasphemy regarding how the book
dealt with the prophet Mohammed
as a character in the novel.

ONLINE

STUDENTS PIQUE
INTERESTS WITH VIEWS

SLIDE SHOW: PEER
MENTORS LEARN TOO

Should the King Library filter the
Internet for porn? Or just leave it
alone? What about the children?
Find out what other students think.

Peer Mentoring Center tutors
speak about how they learn
as the help students and their
involvement on campus.
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increasing public fees like parking,
and service delivery model changes, which means cutting down
on contracting services to private
companies, McGurk said.
In addition, the city is looking
into ways of saving money by cutting down on public transportation
and social services, McGurk said.
Jeff Gagui, a senior kinesiology major, said that limiting social programs would not help the
people of San Jose.
“What they need to do is cut
down on the amount of cops they
have,” Gagui said. “Maybe they
should cut their shifts. It is unnecessary to have all those cops out
on the weekend.”
Lorenzo Yanez, a senior justice
studies major, said he also does
not believe the city should cut
down on social service programs.
“The deficit is a big deal, but
they should not be cutting down
these programs,” he said. “I am OK
with them raising taxes a little if they
need to, but not social programs.”

Services City may eliminate

Staff Writer

To war veteran, lecturer Stanley Underdal,
Veterans Day is more than just a holiday
By JOVANNI COLISAO AND
SAMANTHA SALAS

City explores
plan to ease
$100M deficit
Staff Writer

Sources: California Assembly Joint Resolution 22; House Resolution 4048; the Gulf
Coast Civic Works Project.

See BILL, page 7
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Rushdie has also written the
novels “Midnight’s Children”
and “East, West Stories” and has
won several awards including the
Man Booker prize for fiction.
Rushdie is slated to begin the
night with a speech followed by
an on-stage interview by SJSU
English professor Revathi Krishnaswamy, who has written and
published a number of articles on
Rushdie’s work. A question-andanswer session with the audience
will end the night.
Krishnaswamy said she plans
to ask Rushdie literary questions
concerning style and technique
as well as questions concerning
See RUSHDIE, page 7
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Write letters to the editor and submit Sparta Guide information online. Visit our Web site at
www.thespartandaily.com. You may also submit information in writing to DBH 209.
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entries is noon three working days before the desired publication date. Space restrictions may
require editing of submission. Entries are printed in order in which they are received.

TODAY
Any Soldier Care-Package Drive
The Delta Zeta sorority is sponsoring a care package drive for soldiers on active duty. Donations of
personal hygiene products, snacks, and fun stuff like
magazines and games would be greatly appreciated.
Delta Zeta is working with AnySoldier.com to send
the care packages to soldiers who get little, if any,
mail. Donations can be placed in the blue and gold
box found in the Student Involvement office in Clark
Hall, Suite 140 any time between Thursday, Nov. 7th
and Tuesday, Nov. 20th. For more information, contact Kathryn Linder at kathrynmarie86@gmail.com.
UIC Night
Unity In Christ Night, the annual gathering of SJSU
students to unite and ask God to receive our hearts, our
campus and our land will be held at 7:30 p.m. in the
Barrett Ballroom in the Student Union. Doors open at
7 p.m. For more information, go to www.sjsunity.com.
The Listening Hour Concert Series: Undergraduate Vocal
Recital
The School of Music and Dance will be holding an
undergraduate vocal recital as part of the “Live Music”
The Listening Hour concert series. The recital will be
held from 12:30 to 1:15 p.m. in the Music Building Concert Hall. This event is free and open to the public.
Nov. 12
School of Art & Design Gallery Receptions
From Nov. 12 to 16 the school of Art and Design will
host gallery shows. In Gallery 2: Kathryn Bell & Ace,

Gallery 3: Kimberly Cook, Gallery 5: Fumi Nakamura, Gallery 8: Ryan Kalem Black Gallery, Todd Clapp
Herbert Sanders Gallery, Troy Sims & Chris Hofer. A
reception will be held Nov. 13 from 6 to 7:30 p.m. in the
Art Building and Industrial Studies Building. For more
information contact tbelcher@sjsuvm1.sjsu.edu.
Nov. 13
Online Music Informational
The Marketing Association will be giving an informational presentation about the online music business
at 6 p.m. in the Almaden Room in the Student Union.
This event is open to the public, is wheelchair accessible and snacks will be provided.
School of Art & Design Gallery Tuesday Night Lecture Series
A Tuesday night lecture series happens at 5 p.m.
in the Art Building Room 133 called “Sayed Alavi:
Samah – The Cosmic Dance.” For more information
contact tbelcher@sjsuvm1.sjsu.edu
A.S. House Open House
The Associated Students will be holding an open
house at the A.S. House Nov. 13 to 15 all day long.
Nov. 15
150th Anniversary Deans’ Speaker Series: Silicon Valley
Leaders Symposium
From 12 to 1 p.m. in the Engineering Auditorium, Room 189, Dr. T.J. Rodgers Founder, President
& CEO of Cypress Semiconductor will speak. This
event is free. For more information, contact Ahmed
Hambaba at ahmed.hambaba@sjsu.edu.
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Phone experts say texting is
more effective following disasters
By HEATHER NACHT AND TRUTH ESGUERRA
Staff Writers

When the ground stopped shaking Oct. 30 after a
5.6 magnitude earthquake, some students found their
cell phones were of little use.
Heidi Flato, Verizon Wireless’ media contact, said
the wireless network sets up its phone lines to be able
to provide service for more than what is expected at
peak usage hours, which is typically rush hour.
Flato said it is normal for phone lines to get tied
when there is a surge in call volume, especially after
a disaster occurs. She said the duration of Verizon’s
lines being tied was about 25 minutes.
Albert Montero, a junior graphic design major,
was in his Digital Photography class in MacQuarrie
Hall, when the earthquake occurred.
Montero said that after his teacher canceled the
class, he dialed his home phone number because he
was concerned about his parents’ safety.
He said all five of his attempts to call from his
phone, whose service is provided by Cingular, failed
to reach their destination.
Montero said the phone lines became clear after 30
minutes and he was able to call his home phone.
Christine Nguyen, a senior animation/illustration
major, was in her apartment when the earthquake
took place.
She said that after the earthquake, she attempted
to call her little brother twice with her cell phone and
each call failed to go through.
Nguyen said her mother’s phone calls failed to
reach her and siblings.
“Knowing her, she called me 20 times,” she said.
Nguyen said her mom was able to contact them a
day after the earthquake.
When phone lines become tied and calling out is

CINTHIA RODRIGUEZ // Special to the Daily

Anne Nguyen, a senior business major, sits across from
Dwight Bentel Hall while using her cell phone.

CINTHIA RODRIGUEZ // Special to the Daily

Loree Eduvala, a freshman nursing major, is texting on her
cell phone across from Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Library.
Experts say text messages are more likely than phone calls
to get through after a disaster such as an earthquake.
not an option, text messaging is the best option to use,
Flato said.
“Text messaging is a great way to connect,” said
Flato. “They are smaller packets of information and
are quicker to get to loved ones.”
Vina Syhapham, a senior chemistry major, was on
campus when the earthquake occurred.
She said that after her class she was able to send
her friend in Los Angeles a text message without any
problem.
Syhapham said she also received a text message
from her cousin from Modesto.
Flato also said that if another earthquake or issue
arises in which phone lines are tied up, people should
use text messaging to get in touch with loved ones if
there is no urgent emergency. This will help ensure that
people in need of emergency help can get through.
Tram Lam, a senior industrial technology major,
used an alternative method of communication when
the ground began shaking.
Lam said she was at her house when the earthquake took place.
She said she was able to use America Online Instant Messenger to contact her friends and inquire
about their safety.
Lam said her laptop, with a wireless connection,
did not suffer any messaging problems while sending
her message.
“In a more severe situation, they (the phone companies) should be more prepared so we can contact
our relatives and significant others,” Nguyen said.
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LEFT: The Student Union is one of the buildings on campus that needs to be retrofitted.
ABOVE: President Kassing said that the Tenth Street Garage is probably one of the safest structures in downtown San Jose.

Safety reviews show some SJSU buildings need retrofitting
By MARK ASPILLERA
Staff Writer

A new CSU-wide policy on
earthquake safety requirements for
campus buildings has been drafted
this week, said Theodore Zsutty,
co-chair of the CSU Seismic Review Board.
Zsutty said the policy brings
CSU standards up to date with a
new California building code set to
take effect on Jan. 1, 2008.
He said the CSU review board
already uses a standard in line with
that of the new building code, but
it will not be official policy until the
new year.
Buildings on campus are given
an annual comprehensive review
for earthquake preparedness by
members of the review board, said
Betty Luna, director of facility operations.

The CSU Seismic Review Board
is composed of engineers, each of
whom are assigned to work at separate CSU campuses, Zsutty said.
Zsutty acts as the “independent
reviewer” for SJSU’s buildings,
Luna said.
SJSU buildings rate as “quite
good,” Zsutty said, but certain
structures are not up to the standards on which the review board
evaluates.
“The Student Union has been
evaluated,” he said, “and a report
was given that it does need retrofit.”
Luna said some other buildings
need work.
“A few small buildings were recommended for seismic bolting,”
she said in reference to an earthquake reinforcement method for
buildings.
Zsutty said that delays in retro-

fitting buildings are not the review
board’s fault.
“It’s an issue of finding a funding source, not any trouble locating the problem itself,” he said,
adding that the review board often
finds itself “waiting on state budget
funds.”
Luna said funding for any retrofitting construction comes from the
chancellor’s office.
The comprehensive reviews
have been performed since 1993,
Zsutty said.
In addition, SJSU’s facility development and operations department performs a building audit
on campus every two years, Luna
said.
“We get a pretty good idea of
every building,” she said, referring
to safety issues.
Luna said the audit is overseen
by Simon Lee, a campus engineer,

Adam Bayer, director of energy
and utilities for facility development and operations, and Tony
Valenzuela, associate vice president of facility development.
CSU campuses are required
to have a building audit every
two years in accordance with EO
847, an executive order issued by
CSU Chancellor Charles Reed in
2003.
Luna said a review performed
after the Oct. 30 earthquake
turned up only a few “cosmetic
damages” such as surface cracks
on the walls of the Business Tower and Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Library.
Zsutty said the seismic review
board reviews any new building
projects on CSU campuses and
that the construction of Clark Hall
and the King library were supervised by the board.

President Kassing praised the
structural safety of newer buildings
and retrofitted structures in a press
conference this week.
“Tenth Street garage is probably one of the safest structures
downtown,” he said.
Luna said she agreed with Kassing’s rating of the garage and student services center.
“It’s right up there with Clark
and King,” she said.

Luna said that the structural
safety of King library is good despite issues with evacuation procedure.
She said she called the library
ten minutes after the Oct. 30
earthquake and was surprised to
hear library staff were evacuating
students.
“I told him, ‘Why are you evacuating? You’re in the safest building on campus,’” she said.
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DAY// Film honoring vets to be shown
Continued from page 1

He said that over the past 34
years, more people feel they do not
owe any sense of duty and responsibility to the country they live in.
So, as a result, the idea of what
a veteran has faded in the minds
of the general American public,
Underdal said.
Cadet Lt. Col. Kyle Blank, a
senior aviation major, said a lot
Americans confuse Memorial Day
with Veterans Day.
Memorial Day honors service
members who died in service to
their country or as a result of injuries inflicted during battle, while
Veterans Day remembers deceased
and living veterans who served in
the military, Blank said.
He said that Veterans Day is close
to his heart because he has current
family members in the military.
“We have a tough job,” Blank said.
“And this day is to thank everyone
who has put their life on the line.”
Cadets in the Air Force ROTC
unit feel passionate about what
Veterans Day represents.
Cadet Col. Chris Do, a senior
aviation major, said it’s important
for everyone who was and currently is in the military to appreciate

Veterans Day.
“We’re going to be veterans one
day,” Do said. “And we are going
to want people to appreciate us
and what we’ve done.
Underdal said that for most
Americans Veterans Day is simply
a three-day holiday weekend and
that the formal means of recognizing veterans, such as parades, are
beginning to disappear.
After World War II, he said,
many towns would have a major
celebration each Veterans Day, but
celebrating does not seem to happen
as frequently compared to the past.
Lt. Col. Blank, however, said
that he will participate in San Jo-

se’s Veterans Day parade at noon
on Sunday Nov. 11.
President Don Kassing said that
Underdal means a lot to the university.
“He’s a very modest guy,” Kassing said. “He’s very serious about
being good at what he does.”
On Nov. 15 at 6:30 p.m. in the
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Library, a documentary film honoring the veterans of the Iraq War
titled, “The Ground Truth,” will
be shown in rooms 255 and 257.
Also, the 89th Anniversary of the
Downtown San Jose Veterans Day parade will take place on Sunday at noon
on Delmas and Santa Clara streets.

MANDIE MOHSENZADEGAN // Spartan Daily

The Los Gatos Memorial Park, located on Los Gatos Almaden Road in San Jose, has a reserved section for veterans.

MANDIE MOHSENZADEGAN // Spartan Daily

A special sign carved in stone marks the entrance to the area of the Los
Gatos Memorial Park reserved for veterans in San Jose.

PTSD // Veterans seek help online
Continued from page 1

ans have a difficult time re-adjusting
to civilian life after going through
military life and war conditions.
“When you’re engaged in this
sort of thing and you come back
suffering from the shock of what
it is that you’ve seen or done, it’s
tough to re-integrate yourself back
over here,” he said. “Nobody knows
what in the world you’re talking
about because it’s not something
they’ve had to face.”
The effects of PTSD are seen in
the high suicide rate of returning
veterans, not only for those recently returning from Afghanistan and
Iraq, but Vietnam veterans as well,
Underdal said.
An MSN message board is devoted to Iraq war veterans seeking
help after experiencing symptoms

of PTSD and displays messages
between soldiers asking one another for advice on how to cope with
their emotional distress.
One Marine veteran wrote,
“Many nights I can’t sleep until four
or five in the morning,” and went on
to say that he had resorted to heavy
drinking and fits of violence. Several fellow soldiers answered him
back with words of advice and support, saying they too experienced
similar thoughts and feelings.
Jonathan Roth, chair of the history
department and a retired second lieutenant in the Empire State Military
Academy, defined PTSD as a “psychological reaction to the horrors of
war,” and said that the effects depend
on how long the soldiers have been in
combat and the intensity level.
He also added that those who
do not suffer from this disorder

can still be deeply affected. “Those
who are put in the position to kill
or see their friends kill … it can be
disturbing,” he said.
Roth said that SJSU will see a lot of

“Nobody knows what
in the world you’re talking about because it’s
not something they’ve
had to face.”
STANLEY UNDERDAL
History lecturer and Air Force Veteran

Iraqi soldiers coming back, and said
there are 40 students that he knows of
who have already been to Iraq.
“It’s a whole new generation of
vets who are coming back, and it’s
a serious issue,” he said.
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Gus Lease:

A legend lives on
Professor recalls how far the university has come
since he first started teaching at SJSU in 1950
By EKENE IKEME
Staff Writer

Professor Gus Lease is truly
the ironman of SJSU.
Lease is in his 58th year as a
music vocal professor at SJSU
— much longer than most SJSU
professors — and yet he still has a
passion for teaching and a bright
sense of humor.
“There’s two things I like
about teaching,” Lease said. “I
get to talk about music all day
and being around young people.
It’s the students who make me
feel so young.”
Lease has been teaching at
SJSU since 1950 — when the
school was called San Jose State
College — and said SJSU and
the city of San Jose have gone
through a complete makeover.
“When I first came here there
were only 5,000 students enrolled,” Lease said. “There were
only 87,000 people living in San
Jose at the time. The valley was
filled with orchards. It was just
gorgeous out here.”
When Lease first arrived at
SJSU, the school president was
Thomas William MacQuarrie,
the U.S. president was Harry
Truman, the cost of a stamp was
three cents and the first home he
bought cost $10,800.
Before Lease arrived at SJSU, he
taught at the University of Colorado
and the University of Oklahoma.
“I came because there were a lot
of opportunities in the Bay Area,”
Lease said. “Once I got here I sang
in the San Francisco Opera for two
seasons. I was a baritone singer.”
The first time Lease stepped
onto campus, he said he was very
excited.
“I was just thrilled to walk
onto Washington Square,” he
said. “Back then there were a lot
more palm trees and the quad areas were so nice and pretty.”
Lease said people today would
not believe the way the campus
looked.
“Back then there was a high
school on Seventh and San Fernando streets where the Administration Building is,” Lease said.
“There was an elementary school
where the new Music building is.
So, on the campus there were a
lot of high school and elementary students.

“Back then, in my music classes,
I taught both San Jose State College
and junior college students, too.”
The first class Lease taught at
SJSU was choral ensemble.
“I organized a choral group of
350 students,” Lease said. “We
gave oratories and cantatas with
soloist and the school orchestra.”
Oratories and cantatas are different kinds of musical pieces performed by orchestras.
Lease has produced many music events at SJSU.
In 1955, Lease started the first
glee club — a choir that is made
up of students — at SJSU.
“We had 36 men and five women,” Lease said. “We sang some
classics and selections from the
Broadway musical, ‘Carousel.’ It
was really wonderful to work with
those groups of people.”
Lease said his glee club went on to
sing in 38 performances across California, including one at the Concert
Hall in the Music Building where
San Jose Mercury News reporters
told Lease his glee club should perform on the “Ed Sullivan Show,” a
popular television show in the ’50s.
While the ’50s brought Lease a
lot of good times, Lease said the
’60s was a horrible time to teach
because of the Vietnam War.
“Campus life was terrible during the war,” Lease said. “Lots of
my students were drafted into the
war. Students were in such high
protest of the war. Students would
streak on campus yelling, ‘down
with the establishment.’”
During the Vietnam War, Lease
played an instrumental role in the
nation by keeping up the morale
of soldiers through the “Gus Lease
Show,” which he performed on dif-

ferent airbases around the world.
Lease said performing for the
troops was hard.
“The one experience that was a
shell shock to me was when I performed in the Philippines in front
of 25 soldiers and received no applause,” Lease said. “They were
so out of it they could not even
respond. I was very sad to realize
these young men would never get
back to the way they were.”
Because Lease helped with the
soldiers’ morale, he faced some
backlash from a few students that
were against the war.

“There’s two things I
like about teaching. I
get to talk about music all day and being
around young people.”
GUS LEASE
History of music professor

“It wasn’t a lot of people, but
they caused a lot of harm,” Lease
said. “When we would have a music performance, students would
walk on stage and burn a flag.
They would interrupt some of my
classes. It got pretty bad.”
After the tumultuous times were
over, Lease got back to making the
music department better.
In 1982, Lease became the chair
of the music department.
That same year, Lease produced
“The Carnival of Music,” a twoday event that utilized every space
on campus for musical performances by SJSU students and faculty.
“It was really exciting,” Lease
said. “It was for a fundraiser for

CINTHIA RODRIGUEZ // SPARTAN DAILY

Gus Lease, a history of music professor, usually teaches Tuesday nights in Dudley Moorhead Hall. He has been at the university for 58
years and has sung at 58 homecoming football games and 57 graduation commencements.

the department and we raised several thousand dollars. It was great
because the alumni, faculty and
the students all came together. The
campus looked beautiful. We had
decorations everywhere.”
Lease would later step down as
department chair in 1989.
Lease has sung at 58 homecoming football games and 57 graduation commencements since 1950.
“He’s a legend,” said SJSU President Don Kassing. “He’s been doing the commencements and homecoming games for a long time. He
does it very well and is a big part of
the university. I love the guy.”
Some students think he is a great
teacher.
“He’s a great teacher,” said Antonio Gonzales, a junior sociology major
who took Lease’s Music Appreciation
Class. “He’s always happy and fun to
be around. He’s a really cool guy.”
“I loved that class,” said Jeanette

Krauss, a senior justice studies major who also had Lease’s Music Appreciation Class. “He was more fun
than most of the other teachers.”
After 57 years as a professor in
the music department, Lease left the
department and joined the history
department and now teaches the
History of Music course.
“I wanted to still teach music, but
not for so many hours,” Lease said.
And the history department is
thrilled to have him as a part of its
faculty.
“I actually hired Gus,” said Jonathan Roth, the history department
chair. “I am very pleased to have him
on board. He’s wonderful. Not only
do the students like him, he is like a
living history of San Jose State. He’s
a great asset to our department.”
After all these years, Lease said
his favorite moment at SJSU came
in 1960 after the showing of his selfproduced Broadway musical, “Kiss

Me Kate,” in the Morris Dailey
Auditorium. After his performance
Lease said more than 600 people
were waiting outside the auditorium
to applaud him.
“I filled all 1,100 seats that night,”
Lease said. “People waited outside
and carried me on their shoulders.
It was a great night.”
Today, Lease is 85-years-old and
has three children, three grandchildren and three great-grandchildren.
He has been married to his second wife, Lois, for the last 47 years.
Throughout the years, with all
the good and bad times Lease has
been through, he said he still has a
passion and sense of pride for teaching at SJSU.
“Whenever I go out of California,” Lease said, “I tell people I teach
at the oldest public institution of higher education in the state of California
and the best institution in California.
And I’m proud of that.”
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Pomegranate
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Kelly Clarkson

7:30 P.M., NOV. 10 AT THE SAN JOSE STATE EVENT CENTER, PRICES START AT $39.50

week
of the

mojito

• 1 oz. Pama pomegranate liquor • 1 oz. simple syrup • 1/2 lime • 10-15 mint leaves • soda water •
By CASEY JAY
Staff Writer

Still pretty new to the 21-yearold scene, I have not really begun to
develop a taste for any drink in particular.
I do, however, know where I like
to eat, and P.F. Chang’s China Bistro, located on Second and San Fernando streets, is at the top of that
list.
A group of friends joined me for
some delicious Chinese food and my
first chance to explore a part of the
menu that has been available to me
for only the last two weeks.
After staring silently at the list
of drinks in front of me for several
minutes, I asked two bartenders to
recommend a drink. They both responded with “pomegranate mojito.”
That was good enough for me.
Marta Weissenborn, a junior public relations major and bartender at
P.F. Chang’s, served up my mojito
and described how she made it.
The ingredients for the pomegranate mojito are: 1 oz. Pama
pomegranate liquor (although Weissenborn said she adds two), 1/2 of a
fresh lime, 1 oz. simple syrup, 10 to
15 mint leaves and soda water.
Mojitos, I learned, are different
from many other drinks, in that
they are not shaken or stirred. They

are muddled.
“Muddling means to mush it
all together,” Weissenborn explained to me.
Grinding the mint leaves,
lime and syrup together “gives
it that fresh, limey flavor,” she
said.
After my mojito-making
lesson, it was finally time for
sampling.
I

CASEY JAY // SPARTAN DAILY

went in for the first sip, which
very quickly led to my second
and then my third.
It was sweet and refreshing,
and I could have easily had another one, which would probably be just fine since the alcohol
content is fairly low.
“There’s maybe two ounces
of alcohol in it,” Weissenborn
said, “and the Pama liquor is 17
percent alcohol by volume.”
The pomegranate mojito reminded me
of a kicked-up
Shirley Temple, which is
my favorite
non-alcoholic beverage.
We i s s e n born said mojitos are very popular and also very
versatile.
“You can pretty
much do any flavor
with it,” she said.
I recommend pairing
one with lettuce wraps for
a perfect dinner experience.
And although I have more
exploring to do, the pomegranate mojito is certainly in
the running for becoming my
favorite drink.
(Belated birthday presents
may be delivered to Dwight
Bentel Hall, Room 209.)

EVENTS ’07

Help is on the way
The Peer Mentor Center assists students who
are struggling with school or personal issues
By MANDIE MOHSENZADEGAN
Staff Writer

With the nearing deadlines of
term papers and end-of-semester
projects ominously looming over
the heads of SJSU students, the
Peer Mentor Center has been a
haven of guidance and relief for
some, not only for their studies, but
also for stress management.
Zack Snead, who has been a peer
mentor for the past four years and is
double-majoring in public relations
and kinesiology, encourages all students to use the Peer Mentor Center
to not only help them academically,
but also personally.
“We pride ourselves in not only
being a tutoring center, but a mentoring center as well,” Snead said.
“If there is a loud roommate or if

SANDRA ARROYO // SPECIAL TO THE DAILY

Luca Vezzoto, a junior aviation operations
major, goes over mathematical operations
at the Peer Mentor Center on Wednesday.

there are girlfriend or boyfriend
problems, we like to be a place that
students can drop in and feel safe to
express how they’re feeling to us.”
Andrew Wood, who is the director
of the program, said peer mentors are
especially helpful in times of stress,
such as near the semester’s end.
“They are trained to help students with time management and
task prioritization,” Wood wrote in
an e-mail. “Most importantly, they
provide a friendly face to students
dealing with the difficulties of this
time of the year.”
Ila Hickson, a senior creative
arts major and a student who visits
the center.
“The mentors are awesome,”
she said. “I have papers galore and
I sit here and do them. The atmosphere is very friendly.”
Shannon Gennette, who is a
junior nursing major, said he has
never heard of the Peer Mentor
Center but likes the concept.
“It’s hard learning from someone who is at another level than
you are, and it’s also helpful to work
with your peers in every sense, so I
think it’s useful,” he said.
“From what I’ve heard, it’s useful, but I have never used it myself,
because I hadn’t heard enough
about it,” said Kristen Carder, a
sophomore creative arts major.
Peer mentor Kim Pham, who is
double-majoring in behavioral science and psychology, emphasized
the importance of helping students
in all areas.
“I’ve had a student who was

stressed because her grandma was
very ill,” she said. “For those 20
minutes that I talked and listened to
her, I feel that it helped her a lot.”
Snead said this is a time in the
semester when he sees many students coming in specifically for
academic reasons.
“Around this time we see a big
increase of students coming in with
papers,” he said.
All peer mentors go through an
interview process before being accepted, which is then followed by
a training course that addresses the
different types of needs that students may have, Snead said.
Fernando Marquez, a junior political science major, is another peer
mentor who finds his assistance to
students rewarding.
“This is definitely a time when we
get peak attendance, especially from
freshmen who don’t know how to
write a real college paper,” he said.
Marquez said that he believes
peer mentors can make a big difference, even with something as
simple as proofreading a paper.
“Yesterday a student had a sixpage paper for a Spanish class, and
we were only able to go through
half of it, but you could see the relief on his face after someone was
able to guide him,” he said. “That
is an average response we get. Usually students leave smiling.”
Marquez added that all peer
mentors have certain subjects as
their specialty, depending on their
major, so that students can find a
mentor who has the proper expertise to assist them.
The Peer Mentor Center is located in the Academic Success
Center in Clark Hall.
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Kim Pham, a senior behavioral science and psychology major, interacts one-onone with Eric Chynoweth, a freshman aerospace engineering major, at the Peer
Mentor Center on Wednesday.
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RUSHDIE// Books used in curriculum BILL // Long way to go before vote
Continued from page 1

Continued from page 1

his political views.
“He is a writer who has addressed very problematic political
issues in his novels,” she said.
Krishnaswamy said Rushdie
has addressed many of the problems surrounding Iraq and 9/11.
“Those are some of the most
pressing issues that we face today,”
Krishnaswamy said, “and I think it
is good for students to become aware
of some of these histories that they
may not otherwise know about.”
As an English professor, Krishnaswamy said she has used Rushdie’s
books as part of her curriculum.
“Students really loved it,” she
said. “The stories were always
gripping and entertaining.”
She also said some of the subjects Rushdie covers are prone to
go over students’ heads.
“I think students also feel that
they need some background information on some of the social and
political issues that he takes up,” she
said. “They may not be familiar with
some of the things he writes about.”
Despite his notoriety, some
SJSU students said they had never
heard the name Salman Rushdie.
Both Mario Keener, a freshman
psychology major, and James Butler, a freshman history major, said
they had no idea who the author
was and had never heard of the
book “The Satanic Verses.”
Though freshman radiology major Nguyen Vo also did not know
who Rushdie was, he said he would
consider attending today’s event.
“It depends on whenever he
does his speech,” he said. “Probably my classes and schedule will
get in the way.”
Julia Lang, a sophomore sociology major, said she only knew who
Rushdie was from seeing flyers
promoting the event, but had never previously heard of his books.
Lang, who works at SJSU’s International House, will be missing
the Rushdie event only because of

and responsible manner,” Lofgren said in a news release Nov. 1. “While Silicon Valley is a long way from
the Gulf Coast, I believe that it is the responsibility of
every member of Congress to ensure that the federal
government responds to the need of all Americans.”
The bill states that it will, “establish a federal authority to implement the necessary government response to
the disaster experienced in the Gulf Coast region.”
“San Jose State students were the ones on the lead
for all this,” Myers-Lipton said. “It’s been student generated and student promoted.”
Now that the bill has been introduced into Congress, it must go through numerous committees before
going to a vote, Chavez said.
A representative from Congresswoman Lofgren’s
office said that negotiations are currently in progress
to determine if and when the bill will be taken up by

Congress this session. If the bill is taken up, it will first
be heard by a subcommittee.
Chavez said that she and other members of the
Works Project will continue to advocate for the bill by
speaking with Congressional committee chairs who
may review the bill.
The Works Project has scheduled a series of events
for Tuesday through Thursday, including a sleep-out
on the Tower Lawn to raise awareness for the project,
Myers-Lipton said.
On display Tuesday and Wednesday will be one of the
trailers provided by the Federal Emergency Management
Agency for hurricane evacuees, Myers-Lipton said.
There are 81,000 hurricane-affected households
still living in such trailers, according to a report released this year by the Institute of Southern Studies.
The House bill states that it will “rebuild homes,
public infrastructure and community resources, restoring lives and faith in the federal government.”

DEFICIT // City seeks tech revenue
Continued from page 1
Photo courtesy of the Center For Literary Arts

Salman Rushdie will speak in Morris Dailey Auditorium at 7:30 p.m.
another event she has to attend for
work. She said she would attend
otherwise.
“I think it is cool to get different
perspectives,” she said, “especially
on political issues. I like hearing
people kind of stir things up. It’s
interesting to me.”
Upon learning that many SJSU
students were not aware who
Rushdie was, Krishnaswamy said
she was taken aback.
“He is such a well-known celebrity,” she said. “He has been written
about so much and has been such a
public figure that I am a bit surprised
students have not heard of him.”
She added, “But maybe it also
speaks to the fact that we don’t teach
students about these writers more on
our campus. Perhaps we should.”
Krishnaswamy said she anticipates a large turnout for the event.
“I have not been to a single
Rushdie event where there hasn’t

been a big turnout,” she said. “He
always draws big crowds because
he is a great speaker. It’s a wonderful experience talking to him and
listening to him.”
Kate Evans, co-director of
SJSU’s Center for Literary Arts,
which is organizing Rushdie’s appearance, said ticket sales were
slow to begin with but have picked
up and they are expecting a full
house or close to it.
Evans said tickets will cost $10 for
students and $25 to the general public but said that was a deal compared
to other venues that have charged
$50-$80 for tickets to see Rushdie.
Rushdie will be paid an undisclosed amount for his appearance
at SJSU. Evans said she was not allowed to comment on his fee due
to a contractual obligation.
She did say, however, “The
more prominent writers obviously
are going to cost more.”

McGurk said that it was unfortunate but that these programs needed
to be cut to pay off the deficit.
“Sometimes we have to push the
envelope,” McGurk said.
Another plan the two groups
have developed to generate revenue for the city is to attract high
tech companies to invest in San

Jose, McGurk said. They also want
to keep the companies that are already here from moving away.
“The mayor has met with 75
CEO’s from these companies,”
McGurk said.
Attracting retail companies and
improving the ones that are already
here is also something that the city
is looking into, McGurk said.
“The goal is to keep these stores

in San Jose so that they pay taxes
to the city and not to neighboring
ones,” she said.
Once the deficit is eliminated,
a plan that will prevent the deficit
from rising year after year will be
developed, McGurk said.
“It is still very early in the process,”
she said. “The deficit will not eliminate itself overnight. The process will
be slow, but we will see results yearly.”
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FROM THE BLOGS:

Freshmen to have big role for Spartans
ing ways to distribute the ball.
“I like to run the offense, seeing
what the defense gives me,” GraThe SJSU men’s basketball ham said.
Graham can look to find assists
team is poised to take their team
to the elite of the Western Athletic to teammate Oliver Caballero, the
team’s new center. Oliver, a redConference.
After a disappointing 6-25 sea- shirt freshman social science major,
son last year, head coach George said that he likes his jumpshot, but
Nessman said the team is poised to feels his value may be found in the
improve on their 11-win total in his low post.
“I definitely need to protect the
two-year tenure at SJSU.
“We are better, and it’s going to paint,” Caballero said. “I want my
be good for the long term,” Ness- teammates to feel secure.”
Caballero moved to California
man said.
from Caborca,
Goals are high
Mexico in 2004
“If we’re in the
for the team,
and said that
where Nessman
upper half (of the
adjusting to the
is optimistic of
the team’s finish WAC), there is a good American culture
been a little
in the nine-team
chance to make it in had
difficult.
conference.
“Adjusting (to
“If we’re in the NCAA tournament
SJSU) last year
the upper half
or even the NIT.”
was hard,” he
(of the WAC),
said. “I was strugthere is a good
GEORGE NESSMAN
gling, trying to
chance to make
it in the NCAA Head coach, SJSU men’s basketball team learn English.”
Since
then,
tournament or
Caballero has adjusted to the school,
even the NIT,” Nessman said.
Returning seniors, guard Jamon hanging out with teammates and
Hill, forward Kevin Fleming and feeling comfortable. His optimism
forward Lance Holloway, will be has given him a promising outlook
for the upcoming season.
looked upon to be leaders.
“We’re a real balanced team
The team welcomes red-shirt
freshman Justin Graham as their and it’s reflected in practice,” he
new point guard. Praised for his said. “I’ll give my best; I want the
speed by his coach, he said he is team to succeed.”
Finding success this season may
ready to lead the team.
“This will be an exciting year,” come through the team’s new look
he said. “We’ll run up and down and approach on the court.
“Our personnel is a lot better,”
the floor a lot.”
Graham said the team’s success Nessman said. “We are playing
will be based on the accumulation faster, having more plays made for
of the coaches and players working the running in open court.”
The team will host Notre Dame
together.
Nessman said he believes that de Namur on Friday for an exhiGraham can succeed in his first bition game before starting the
season with the First Shot Exempt
year as the team’s star guard.
“Being the lead guard is a heavy Tournament at Middle Tennessee
burden for a freshman,” he said. State University.
The team’s first home game will
“He’s an electric player, fast with
be on Dec. 8, when Santa Clara
the ball for passes.”
Graham emphasized that his University visits the Event Center.
The toughest opponent of the
best asset could be his speed, find-

Is a bowl game still in
the cards for SJSU?

By SAMUEL LAM
Staff Writer

EMPLOYMENT
ATTENTION SPARTANS Welcome back! Are you looking for
part-time/ full-time work to help
you get through the school semester? Well, look no further.
Corinthian Parking Services
is looking for valet parking attendants for our local shopping malls, hotels and private
events. We will work around
your school schedule.
Requirements for an interview:
• Valid California Class C license
• Current DMV printout
• Responsible, well-groomed
and punctual.
• EXCLT CUST SERVICE
If you qualify, please call Kyle
408-981-5894 or Rick 408-5939612 for an interview.
EASTER SEALS seeks Lifeguards, Instructional Lifeguards
& Aquatic Specialists, part or
full time in San Jose (Bascom
& Moorpark). Flex hours/ days,
Mon-Sat.
Call Tiago@408 295-0228.
Send resume to jobs@esba.
org or fax to 408 275-9858.
$11-$13+/ hour DOE.

MAKE A DIFFERENCE Do you
like being on the go, not stuck
in an office all day? Help someone learn to cook, dance, read,
work on their job and live the
life they choose. We seek dedicated people to work with our
clients who have disabilities to
help them make community
connections. Creativity, caring
and commitment define us.
Have CA license, clean DMV,
car insur, bkgrd ck. Instructors,
Community Support Facilitators, Job Coaches,
Roommates & Companions.
PT and FT opptys. E mail:
jdevine@hopeservices.org
DELIVERY DRIVERS Party
rental business. Perfect for students. Earn up to $250 every
weekend. Must have reliable
truck or van. Heavy lifting is required. 408 292-7876
THE OLD SPAGHETTI FACTORY We are currently hiring
for P/ T positions. We offer a
great working environment with
day & evening shifts for resposible & energetic people. Apply
in person 2:30 to 4:00 Wed-Fri.
We are located in San Pedro

By KRIS ANDERSON
Sports Editor

Nine games, three wins. Not
so good.
But, for those following the
SJSU football team, four of the
six losses came against teams
that were ranked in the top 25 at
some point in the season.
As the Spartans prepare for
this weekend’s matchup against
Chase Holbrook and the New
Mexico State University Aggies,
there’s still much to play for.
In the words of the great NFL
coach Herm Edwards, “You play
to win the game!”
With the University of Hawaii
slowly ascending the BCS polls,
the Spartans still have a puncher’s
chance at making a bowl game.
The Hawaii Warriors are currently ranked 16th in the BCS,
and if they climb to 12th, they are
guaranteed a BCS bowl berth.
The computer rankings will
sting June Jones’ squad however,
because they’ve played not one,
but two Football Championship
Subdivision (formerly known as

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE WAC

Senior forward Lance Holloway, who’s 6-feet-8-inches tall and weighs 215
pounds, averaged 11.3 points per game during the Spartans’ European
Tour over the summer and was academic All-WAC last season.
season comes on Dec. 19, when the
team visits Michigan State University. The MSU Spartans are currently ranked at No. 8 in the Associated Press college basketball poll.
Nessman stressed the importance of conference wins, with
their first conference matchup on
Jan. 2 at Boise State University.
“When we start the WAC games,
we want to get out of the week with
at least a win,” Nessman said. “Boi-

ATTENTION
SJSU
STUDENTS **
*PART-TIME OPENINGS
*$17.70 BASE -appt.
Vector, the company for students, has part-time openings
available for customer sales/
service. The positions offer
numerous unique benefits for
students:
*HIGH STARTING PAY
*FLEX SCHEDULES
*Internships possible
*All majors may apply
*Scholarships awarded annually
*Some conditions apply
*No experience necessary
*Training provided
Earn income & gain experience! Watch for us on-campus throughout the semester
or CALL 866-1100 9am-5pm.
www.workforstudents.com/
sjsu
UNDERCOVER SHOPPERS
EARN up to $150 per day. Under cover Shoppers needed to
judge retail and dining establishments. Exp. not req’d.
Call 800-722-4791

AFTER SCHOOL
TEACHERS

JrK-4th grade school seeks
responsible individuals for extended daycare. P/T in the afternoon M-F. No ECE units are
required. Previous experience
with children preferred. Please
contact Stephanie at 248-2464
or fax resume to 248-7433.
FUN CASINO JOB Fun and
Fast Paced Customer Service Job! Full-time, $14-16/ hr
to start + benefits. MUST BE
OVER 21, have decent credit,
able to work nights and weekends, day training. Must pass
background check, no felonies. Submit resume via email
to sanjosecareers@fortiss.net
with SJU in subject line.

CLASSIFIED AD RATE INFORMATION

Each line averages 25 spaces. Each letter, number, punctuation mark,
and space is formatted into an ad line. The first line will be set in bold
type and upper case for no extra charge up to 20 spaces. A minimum
of three lines is required. Deadline is 10:00 am , 2-weekdays prior to
publication.
MINIMUM THREE LINE CLASSIFIED AD:
DAYS: 1
2
3
4
RATE: $10.00 $15.00 $20.00 $25.00
$2.50 EACH ADDITIONAL LINE AFTER THE THIRD LINE.

• RATES ARE CONSECUTIVE DAYS ONLY. •ALL ADS ARE
PREPAID.
• NO REFUNDS ON CANCELLED ADS.
FREQUENCY DISCOUNT: 40+ consecutive issues: 10% discount
SJSU STUDENT RATE: 10% discount. Ads must be placed in
person in DBH 209 from 10 AM or 3PM. STUDENT ID REQUIRED.
Rate applies to student’s individual ads only. Not intended for
businesses and/or other persons. Frequency discount does not
apply.

se and Hawaii are good teams.”
Nessman did not want to make
predictions on the season, but said
that the team is fun with “a high
degree of energy.”
When asked about student involvement for home games, Nessman encouraged students to attend the games.
“This is your team,” he said.
“Let’s make the Event Center the
place to be.”

REC LEADERS, INSTRUCTORS, Program Facilitators
P/ T positions available for elementary school hours, after
school hours or evening hours
for middle & HS programs. Degree not required. Need car &
have experience working with
youth.
VM (408)287-4170 x 408.
EOE/ AAE

Square

$3.00 EACH ADDITIONAL DAY.

Div. 1-AA) opponents.
The ease of schedule issue for
Hawaii is compounded by the
fact that its only BCS conference
opponent is the University of
Washington.
But the Huskies, who beat No.
19 Boise State University earlier
in the season, are 3-6. That’s
important because the computer
rankings downgrade Washington,
denying them the title of quality
opponent.
So, in a roundabout way, SJSU
fans need Washington to win all its
games and lose to Hawaii in the
last week of the season.
SJSU has had arguably one
of the toughest schedules in the
Western Athletic Conference, but
is about to begin a stretch of winnable games.
To reach a bowl game for the
second straight season the Spartans just need to start winning.
The players need to find some
fire and rekindle that competitive
desire — just do something.
For as complicated as the bowl
picture is for the Spartans, it’s really
quite simple: Play to win the game.

DISCLAIMER
The Spartan Daily makes no claim for products or services advertised below nor is there any guarantee
implied. The classified columns of the Spartan Daily consist of paid advertising and offers are not approved or
verified by the newspaper. Certain advertisements in these columns may refer the reader to specific telephone
numbers or addresses for additional information. Classified readers should be reminded that, when making
these further contacts, they should require complete information before sending money for goods or services.
In addition, readers should carefully investigate all firms offering employment listings or coupons for discount
vacations or merchandise.

OFFICE SERVICES
CLERK

Responsible and organized
individual with good communication skills needed for part
time position in downtown San
Jose Law Firm. Great job for
SJSU student taking morning
classes. Responsiblities include copy jobs, filing, running
errands, processing mail, managing closed storage, library,
etc. Access to vehicle necessary. Ability to lift / stack 25 lb.
boxes. Starting rate is $10/hr.
+ mileage at.485 / mile. Email
resume to
bselness@mffmlaw.com

FOR RENT
ROOM FOR RENT In the Evergreen Area:Quimby & White.
$500/ month including meals.
(408)509-9895

KRIS ANDERSON// SPARTAN DAILY

SJSU defensive coordinator Keith Burns fires-up his defense during a media
timeout in the second quarter against Boise State.

SERVICES
SMILE CHOICE DENTAL
PLAN (includes cosmetic)
$71.75 per year. Save 30%60%.
For info call 1-800-655-3225
or www.studentdental.com
FIXLAPTOP.COM BUY SELL
REPAIR Laptop & Parts, Repair PC, Data Recovery, Remove Virus Pop Up $49
(408)469-5999

OPPORTUNITIES
MOVIE EXTRAS New opportunities for upcoming productions. All looks needed, no experience required for cast calls.
Call 877-218-6224
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OPPOSING VIEWS

Should the King Library censor explicit material online?
By HEATHER NACHT
Staff Writer

When I was younger, the closest thing to porn I witnessed was
Ariel in “The Little Mermaid”
and her seashell-covered breasts.
Now, children can watch TV at
home and witness way more than
the Little Mermaid’s scantily-clad
body. That, however, is at home.
The library is a home for education and for learning. A child should
feel safe when he or she walks
through those sliding doors and into

... as a society we
should hold ourselves
to a higher standard.
a world of fantasy stories and curiosity, not into a world of another
person’s fantasies and fetishes come
to life on a computer screen.
Councilman Pete Constant
has proposed that filters should be
added to computers in the library to
help ensure that our city’s children
are not subject to witnessing porn
while wandering among the bookshelves.
I am hesitant to say that I
wholeheartedly agree with Con-

stant — for the sheer fact that
these filters could curtail students
from surfing the Internet for legitimate information they need for
research projects. I do feel, however, that some form of filtration
should be installed.
On Oct. 25 the San Jose Mercury News reported that 37 lewd acts
have been recorded in the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Library. Reports
by The Mercury News also stated
two of the incidents may have involved viewing child pornography
in public libraries. These recorded
instances should be more than
enough to alarm even the person
most against using filters.
The last time the issue of Internet filtration was brought up in San
Jose was 1997. During that time
the Internet, as well as possible Internet filters, were young and still

YES

growing. Because of this, the filters
that would have been used tended
to block out information that students needed for research projects
on topics of sex or AIDS.
Now that filtration systems
have been around and tested for
years, I am sure that if San Jose libraries were to look hard enough,
the right filters could be found
that would allow for children to
be safe from this “second-hand
porn” and for students to be able
to get the information they need
for research.
The library is the mecca for
people seeking knowledge. Before

ANGELA HOVER

“Sure, because these
sites are not safe and
they bring a bunch of
viruses in.”

senior, nursing

CATHY JOHNSGARD

“I just don’t see
the need for it in
the library.”

graduate student, history

the Internet existed, people actually needed to wander the halls and
search the shelves in order to find
the information they were looking
for. Now, all people have to do is
log on to a computer, go to a search
engine and type in a few words in
order to get more information than
they will probably even need.
With all of this information at
our fingertips, patrons of the library need to take into consideration what we are allowing others
to view on our screens when we
are surfing the Internet on public
computers.
Children should not be subject to inappropriate Web sites
while innocently cruising through
our public libraries, nor should
innocent adult bystanders. I understand that we all have certain
needs in life, but personal pleasure
in what should be a safe environment is unacceptable.
Any person would be offended
if he or she were walking down
the street and saw someone pleasuring themself on the sidewalk.
And any person should be offended if he of she were to witness a
patron of a public library viewing
pornography on a computer.
We all have freedom to view
whatever we wish, however, as a
society we should hold ourselves
to a higher standard. Viewing
porn in public libraries is downright offensive, and neither child
nor adult patron of San Jose public libraries should have to bear
witness to anyone else’s crude or
obscene behavior.

By SAMUEL LAM
Staff Writer

Wait a minute? They want to
filter the computers in the library
for explicit material?
When I heard about this a couple weeks ago, I was really curious
as to why. Apparently, people have
been using the library computers
to look up porn.
Porn…
I repeat: porn.
In a report a few weeks ago,
Pat Harris, media relations specialist at SJSU, said that since the
beginning of this year to Oct. 19,
there have been 37 different calls
for disorderly conduct in the library. That’s 26 from computer
related incidents, 17 from arrests
or citations and two possibly for
child pornography.
San Jose City Councilman Pete
Constant wants to restrict public
access to porn in our public libraries. Some kind of filtering program
is the idea that has been floating
around, so there are restricted places that people cannot visit online.
Filtering out the Internet seems
a little unfair. There are a bunch
of people who are ruining it for
the rest of us, but does the whole
community have to suffer?
I’m sure that there will be a
logical solution. For the most part,

“It really depends
on the intent. (It)
should be censored, but if it is
art, then no.”

“It should be
censored because
there are students
there. The computers should be used
for education.

DINAZ LAHEWALA
sophomore, biology

there shouldn’t be porn in an area
where there are children. But filtering the computer just won’t work.
“Won’t please someone think
of the children?”
The famous words of one
Maude Flanders is the main reason why filtering computers is being considered. But do they ever
think of who gets affected if there
are filters?
Filters will weed out a lot of information. There are things that
might not be able to be viewed on
the computer because of the filter.
Topics like “breast cancer” and
“AIDS” could be blocked off.
The reason is because these
topics revolve around the human
body, but they aren’t porn.
There are students who need
to do research on such topics, but
they will be put at a disadvantage

NO

because of the filter.
Restricting the Internet would
be a terrible mistake.
The Internet is a place without
restrictions.
People should be able to go online and look at anything from sports
scores to personal blogs to porn.
My cousin had a filter on his
computer at home when he was
10 years old. I remember coming
over to his house and I wanted to
go surf the Net.
I wasn’t able to log in to my email or even check out my online
blog. Now, of course, a filter at the
library won’t be that drastic. But

“Basically, it’s the
person’s choice if they
want to or not.”
SEDRIC DRAKE
senior, radio, television and film

where will the line be drawn?
Obviously, porn sites would get
blocked, but porn sites aren’t the
only places with explicit images
and videos. Blogs, Web forums
and even in Google searches, you
can come across explicit pictures.
If that’s the case, MySpace might

Filters will weed out
a lot of information.
There are things that
might not be able to be
viewed ... like “breast
cancer” and “AIDS”...
be filtered. Browsing forums or
even looking up images from
Google might no longer be an option at the library.
Are they really going to find a
way to censor out every possible
outlet? They can’t do it. People
will find holes through the filters.
The best way to handle this
situation is to do nothing.
If the computers do get filtered,
a lot of people are going to be upset if they can’t research for their
essays. And if you take away one
thing, people will find other ways
to get porn in the library.
It’s not going to end. More
people will be affected by these
filters if they are installed.
If you don’t want the filters installed, go watch porn at
home. The people are making the
change, not the filters.

“Academically, I
think they should.
Those kind of
things should be
done privately.”
VIRGILIO SOLIS
junior, political science

JOSIAH AGUILAR
freshman, computer science
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Trying to pay the bills: Writers on strike
LINDSAY BRYANT
Agree to Disagree
I’m afraid I have some bad news.
I still write.
My column was only in remission last
week. I’m still here.
I was on strike for that one day, until I
got hungry — you don’t make any money
if you aren’t working. Weird.
But the writers of our beloved late-night
TV shows and soap operas are defending
their right to get paid for their work.
They have rolled up their pant legs and
are wading in a sea of 12,000 Writer’s
Guild Association members on strike. The
writers’ union has been on strike since
Monday.
And they are mad. Mad about you.

Mad you are not being charged for watching the shows they wrote, which are now
all over the Internet.
And for free. It’s amazing.
And it’s free, and it’s amazing that unnecessary repetition will make more sense
in 42 words.
Perhaps my opinion is not valid, since I
do get paid to write. I’m getting paid this
very moment. That, right there … two
cents.
I made a collect call to my accountant, a
cell phone is out of my budget, and he said
since I make $1.65 an hour and it takes
me three hours to write my column, that
amounts to roughly 1.2 cents per word.
So, because I need to eat, here are the
most short words I could fuse into … well,
just read: Yo! I’m in D.C. at my ma and
pa’s dig. You up in Nor. Cal? Oh in So.
Cal? Yes. Do re mi fa so la ti do. Hi. Go.
Run. There? No. Wait. Look. Aw, an owl.
Hoo hoo.
Forty-three words, 52 cents.
I put 25 cents in the tampon machine,
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but the sucker stole it.
The other 27 cents? Savings.
To make pennies you really must love
what you do. Or you’re just crazy. Or plan
to marry rich.
First thing I ask on a first date: “What’s
your credit score?” I’m shameless, slightly
neurotic and have a passion for the written

I’m getting paid this
very moment.
That, right there ...
two cents.
word, and I’d probably go on strike if I
wasn’t getting paid to write.
But when the re-runs start in a week
on Conan, Leno, Letterman and Jimmy
Kimmel, I’m going to start my own strike.
As the hosts scramble for material, I
will cross my fingers and hope I get paid
for this line.
The writers, gathered mostly in Holly-

wood and some in New York City, are on
the picket line to prove a point. Included
in their demands is getting paid more for
TV shows released on DVD. The residual
revenue, or profits from re-running a TV
show either online or on DVD, is what
most writers live on between writing gigs.
But media corporations and production
studios have exploited the hard-working
writers.
Hollywood needs more money — scoff,
what am I advocating you might ask?
Most of the writers, the not-“Seinfeld”material writers, don’t get paid as much as
you might think.
They work odd jobs waiting for their
material to get picked up by a network,
and compared to the glitz and glam of the
TV and movie stars — writers are secondclass citizens.
“… your CEOs in Hollywood make
$65 (million) to $75 million a year, or more.
What we’re fighting for is a teeny-tiny sliver
of the obscenely massive amounts of money they bring in,” said Matthew Carnahan
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in a San Jose Mercury News article on
Wednesday. Carnahan writes and produces
the drama “Dirt” starring Courtney Cox.
Like Carnahan, who said he didn’t
make a living wage until age 30, the writers are always grinding away for the next
job.
The 12,000 members striking and
crashing the sets of TV shows for who
knows how long are doing the right thing.
The money is there. The writers are the
brains behind the operation of every episode of “Desperate Housewives” or “CSI”
or “Heroes” you watch.
I’m just going to be upset when the
opening monologues of Conan aren’t as
clever and witty as they were pre-strike. I
have a few ideas — maybe they need some
help.
But I’m not really a writer. I just play
one on TV.
Lindsay Bryant is the Spartan Daily
opinion editor. “Agree to Disagree”
appears every Thursday.
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Readers are encouraged to express themselves
on the Opinion page with a letter to the editor.
A letter to the editor is a response to an issue
or point of view that has appeared in the Spartan
Daily.
Only letters 200 words or less will be considered
for publication.
Submissions become property of the Spartan
Daily and may be edited for clarity, grammar,
libel and length. Submissions must contain the
author’s name, address, phone number, signature
and major.
Submissions may be placed in the Letters to the
Editor box at the Spartan Daily office in Dwight
Bentel Hall, Room 209, sent by fax to (408) 9243282, e-mailed to spartandaily@casa.sjsu.edu or
mailed to the Spartan Daily Opinion Editor, School
of Journalism and Mass Communications, San
José State University, One Washington Square,
San José, CA 95112-0149.
Editorials are written by and are the consensus
of the Spartan Daily editors, not the staff.
Published opinions and advertisements do
not necessarily reflect the views of the Spartan
Daily, the School of Journalism and Mass
Communications or SJSU.
THE SPARTAN DAILY IS A
PUBLIC FORUM.

Quote of
the day
“This has been
one of the most
devastating, if
not the most
devastating, experiences of my
life.”
OPRAH WINFREY
A worker at the South African school
Winfrey opened was arrested for 13
counts of physical and sexual abuse
against 27 young teen girls.
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X-ray art project reveals the
human cost of terrorism
By MEGAN WOOD
Staff Writer

A small group of students met in
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Library
Room 225 Monday for a meet-andgreet session with artist Diane Covert, whose art exhibit is currently
being displayed on the fourth floor.
The X-ray Project is a collection of X-rays and CT scans from
victims of terrorist attacks, namely

suicide bombings.
“I chose X-rays because I know
that it’s so hard for some people
to look at straight photographs,”
Covert said. “Plus there was something so beautiful and interesting
about X-rays.”
Matias Nonato, a sophomore
music major, said that using the Xrays was a unique way of showing
the reality of the victims.
“Anytime you hear about terrorist

QUANG DO // Special to the Daily

Nancy Doan (left), a junior social work major, and Thien Cao (right), a junior
justice studies major, visit Inside Terrorism: the X-Ray Project, a display of
fragment images inside the human body on the fourth floor of the Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. Library.

attacks it’s so impersonal. … I also
liked that she could keep the victim’s
identity private,” Nonato said.
Covert said she got the idea for
the project in 2002 while driving
her teenage daughter to a violin
lesson. Covert was listening to the
NPR program “All Things Considered” and the title of the segment
was “Palestinian Women.”
“This was shortly after the first
female suicide bomber had exploded on the streets in Jerusalem and
what bothered me was that the
reporter wasn’t talking about the
victims, but instead was calling this
an act of female activism for Palestinian women,” Covert said.
The X-rays and CT scans are
from two of the largest hospitals in
Jerusalem.
“I was able to make the most
contacts in Jerusalem and they had
the most materials available but
they could just have easily come
from the many places in the world
where terror attacks have occurred,” Covert said.
The images are displayed
against black or white photography paper and are covered in reflective glass casing.
“I did that so that no matter
where you stand, or how you look
at the images you will inevitably
see yourself and your friends be-

QUANG DO // Special to the Daily

Celia Bakke, a librarian at the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Library, observes the new exhibit, Inside Terrorism: the X-Ray
Project, on the fourth floor on Wednesday.
cause these images stand for all of
us,” Covert said.
The artist explained how, fundamentally, the human skeleton does
not vary much from person to person, but that it is our sex, religion
and political views that make us
different from each other. If what
makes us different on the outside is
taken away, we are left with what
makes us the same on the inside.
Sarah Bronstein, a sophomore
political science major, said, “It really

makes it real to you, as much as you
can look at pictures at dead bodies but
looking through them is so different.”
Covert said that what makes humans different from animals is our
ability to use tools for good.
“This exhibit shows how we’ve
used tools in ways that harm each
other, it really puts a different perspective on the human race when
you see images of arms with nails
in it or a neck with a watch blown
into it,” Bronstein said.

Covert said she refuses to accept
there is a political belief that justifies terrorist activity.
“This exhibit is a personal response to terrorism and began with
my discomfort with the way terrorism has been justified,” Covert said.
Bronstein also participated in the
Student Panel on Global Terrorism
that was held earlier that afternoon.
The panel discussed the impacts
of global terrorism in communities
and strategies to solve the issue.
“I think people like to think that
terrorism is something that we should
leave up to our leaders but I think it’s
a human issue, an ideology,” Bronstein said. “If we can stop the spread
of this ideology then we can diminish its effect on us as a people.”
Nonato felt that the exhibit was
especially important.
“We’re so isolated here because
we don’t have an understanding of
what goes on in other places, any
kind of exposure to other realities
outside of our own can only be
helpful,” he said.
Covert expressed in her discussion during the meet-and-greet session that change can come if the focus on terrorism can be changed.
“By not recognizing the victim’s
we have inadvertently supported it by
showing so much empathy and compassion for the terrorists. … By doing
so, the perpetrators will have to find
some other way,” Covert said.
Rohan Dhamnaskar, a junior
computer science major and representative of the Indian Student Organization, said he felt that the exhibit made an important statement.
“Terrorism does not have
boundaries; it does not look at if
you are a man or a woman, it does
not look at your religion, or what
nationality you are,” he said. “It affects everyone.”
The X-Ray Project is sponsored
by the Hillel of Silicon Valley and
The David Project. It is located on
the fourth floor of the King Library and will be on display until
Nov. 15.

