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POINT OF VIEW

Scheduling
aid gives
students
options

IN A WINTER WONDERLAND

Obscene
pop-ups
killed my
computer

Engineering major
creates online tool

By CASEY JAY
Staff Writer

Ahh, the Internet. The tool of
the 21st century. The almighty invention with the power to provide
an unlimited wealth of information and connect people from all
over the world.
Of course, everything has a
catch.
I am wary of this virtual universe, and I urge everyone to be
as well.
I never open junk e-mail. I
make purchases through the
Internet only when it’s absolutely
necessary, and I don’t download
anything. No, not even music.
Some may call me paranoid.
Maybe I am, or maybe I’m just
living smart.
Come back in time with me, for
just a moment, to the beginning of
the school year, when my attitude
toward the World Wide Web was
altered forever.
I had just moved into my new
apartment, and my roommate and
I finally got our Internet connection set up.
Everything was fine for the first
week. I did research for class, caught
up on my e-mails, and Facebooked
like nobody’s business. The Web
and I were getting along great.
Then the pop-ups began.
At first it was just one or two
a day. No big deal. I just closed
them and continued with whatever
I was doing.
But before I knew it, a war had
begun. My Dell grew sluggish,
and the pop-ups multiplied. Not
only were they annoying, but their
contents became obscene.
They controlled my access to
the Internet. These invaders often
determined I couldn’t log on for
hours at a time, and sometimes
even dared to shut down my laptop completely.
All I can recall of those troubling times is standing by helplessly, hands covering my face in
horror, as pornography scenes and
naked celebrities danced across
the screen. I knew I needed help.
I brought my ailing computer
to a specialist at my mom’s work
and prayed for the best.
He returned it to me almost totally rehabilitated, saying that had

By MANDIE MOHSENZADEGAN
Staff Writer
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Visitors watch ice skaters enjoy the Downtown Ice rink, which is illuminated by holiday lights attached to palm trees.

The first days of Christmas
skate into downtown San Jose
Skating rink, ferris wheel highlight festivities
By CODY HAUETER
Staff Writer

The sights and smells of the
holiday season are in the air, and
downtown San Jose has once
again created a holiday atmosphere.
Downtown San Jose has transformed into a Winter Wonderland. Students can choose to go
to the circle of palms ice rink, a
gift market and Christmas in the
Park on Park Avenue and Paseo
de San Antonio Street to entertain themselves.
“I love all the Christmas stuff
going on downtown,” said Katie
Camara, a senior liberal studies
major. “All the lights and music

make it feel magical, and I feel
like a kid again.”
A number of students are familiar with the holiday festivities
that happen every year downtown, but this year there are a
couple of new activities to take
part in.
“New this holiday season is the
arts and crafts and international
dessert gift market,” said Jill Arnone, communications director
for Winter Wonderland.
Downtown Ice is located in the
Circle of Palms near the Art Museum and the Fairmont Hotel. It
has been a regular holiday activity
for more than a decade. It opens

An SJSU student has created a Web site with
the purpose of making the process of creating class
schedules simpler for students.
Raja Kantamaneni, a junior computer engineering major, said he initially created the schedulebuilding system, called BuildMySchedule.com, for
his own use the summer after his freshman year.
“I was still taking G.E. classes, and one class had
like 50 sections, and it was really troublesome to
come up with the schedule, so I decided to make
something for myself,” Kantamaneni said.
“One thing led to another, and I figured I would
put it online for fun,” he said.
The Web site is comprised of three steps: First,
the students pick the courses they want for the semester, then click on a link to submit the courses.
The last step is to wait for the program to list all the
possible schedules that can be made.
Kantamaneni said that one of the special features on the Web site is that the information regarding courses is always current.
“When you click ‘submit’ it goes to MySJSU
and fetches all the course information so everything
is up to minute,” he said. “My main concern was
to know which classes were open and closed, so it
gives you the option.”
He also said that filters can be added, such as
exempting Friday classes.
Ricardo Orozco, a senior computer engineering major, said he discovered Kantamaneni’s Web
site through a flyer he found near the engineering
building.
“I had such a hard time trying to figure out what
sections fit my schedule,” he said. “So I tried it and
See WEB, page 4

See WINTER, page 2

ABOUT THE SITE
• Buildmyschedule.com is an independent
Web site exclusive to SJSU.
• Filters can be set for certain times and
days of the week.
• The site uses the same course numbers/
subjects as the SJSU schedule.
ERIC AUSTIN // Special to the Daily

ABOVE: The ferris wheel spins again this year for Christmas in the Park in downtown San Jose.
LEFT: The Downtown Ice rink is once again a local
attraction for many participants at Christmas in the Park.

See POP-UPS, page 5

“At first I was just trying to make
a small tool for myself to organize
everything, and then I thought it
could help a lot of students.”
– Raja Kantamaneni, Web site creator
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SPORTS

STUDENT LIFE

SJSU FOOTBALL WINS
SEASON FINALE

10 TIPS FOR A LESS
STRESSFUL SEMESTER

The Spartans wrap-up the 2007 season with a come-from-behind victory
on Senior Day over conference opponent University of Nevada – Reno.

Kristina Drummond, who teaches
a stress management course at
SJSU, gives advice for maintaining a
stress-free final three weeks.
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OPINION

FALSE DREAMS OF
BEING A HOUSEWIFE
After taking classes in her major,
a student life editor had a change
of heart.
PAGE 5
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SoCal wildfires spark legislative proposals
Sen. Feinstein co-sponsors
new preventative plan
By OSVALDO CASTILLO
Staff Writer
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Sen. Dianne Feinstein, D-Calif., introduced
a legislative package Nov. 16 that will reduce the
risk of wildfires in communities throughout the
country, said Phil LaVelle, press secretary for
Feinstein.
This legislation is in response to the fires in
Southern California last month.
“This is the second catastrophic firestorm to
hit California,” he said.

In 2003, Southern California was hit by the
Cedar fires, killing 14 people, according to the
California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection Web site. More than 280,000 acres of
land were destroyed and there were $27 million
in damages.
Senator Feinstein’s wildfire package consists
of four different bills, LaVelle said. These bills include the Fire Safe Community Act, The Mortgage and Rental Disaster Relief Act, the Disaster
Rebuilding Assistance Act, and the Matching Arson Through Criminal History (MATCH) Act.
Alice Fagundes, a graduate student working
on a master’s degree in nutrition, said she likes
the idea behind Feinstein’s package but felt that
it is ultimately up to the people who live in these
areas to prepare themselves for fires.

“They should all consider getting fire insurance,” she said.
LaVelle said that The Fire Safe Community
Act will give incentives to communities that adopt
an ordinance that will set national standards
in building codes, create a “defensible space”
around homes and reduce hazardous fuels.
“This is voluntary, but the federal government
will reimburse those who participate,” he said.
“This is the cornerstone of the package because
people will consider making their homes and
communities safer.”
According to the bill, the National Institute
of Standards and Technology (NIST) will work
with the U.S. Fire Administration, the U.S. ForSee FIRES, page 4
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WINTER // Rink attendance record set in 2006
Continued from page 1
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Christmas in the Park visitors watch merry-go-round in downtown San Jose.

Nov. 16 and closes Jan. 13.
“This is our 12th year and
fourth at the Circle of Palms,” said
Rick Jensen, communications director of the San Jose Downtown
Association. “We missed one year,
so we started in 1995.
The ice rink has a long history
of moving around San Jose each
year. “This is our favorite location,” Jensen said.
In its Market-San Carlos location the rink set a one-day attendance record of 1,367 skaters Dec.
23, 1999, Jensen said.
Some students said they enjoy
the activities but are reluctant to
attempt ice skating.
“I like all the Christmas decorations that are up downtown,” said
Angel Adkins, a junior nursing major. “But I don’t think I’ll be going
ice skating at the Circle of Palms
this year because I spend way too
much time sitting on the ice, and
that’s just cold.”
According to Jensen, the ice
rink has gotten more and more
popular over the years and just
last year it broke a record of more
than 40,000 skaters over a 60 day
time period.
Some students noticed the
Christmas decorations and ice rink
being built at the end of October
and early November.
“They were put up way too early,” Adkins said. “They should at
least wait until after Thanksgiving.”
Some students said they are
excited about the decorations and
activities in downtown. It’s something that students said they look
forward to every year to get them
in the holiday mood.
“I like the Christmas stuff in
downtown because it adds to the
Christmas spirit and sets a good
environment,” said Andrew Joros,
a junior geology major. “It’s just
awesome to see everything decorated. The city of San Jose did an
awesome job.”

THESPARTANDAILY.COM

SPARTA GUIDE

Write letters to the editor and submit Sparta Guide information online. Visit our Web site at www.thespartandaily.com.
You may also submit information in writing to DBH 209.

Sparta Guide is provided free of charge to students, faculty and
staff members. The deadline for entries is noon three working
days before the desired publication date. Space restrictions may
require editing of submission. Entries are printed in order in
which they are received.
TODAY
School of Art & Design Gallery Tuesday Night Lecture Series
At 5 p.m. in the Art Building, Room 133. Tomas Rivas’ use of art
historical explores how classical European sources have permeated
Latin America through centuries of colonial influence. For more information, contact tbelcher@sjsuvm1.sjsu.edu.
Nov. 28
Jesus: Fact or Fiction
At 4 p.m. in the Montalvo Room in the Student Union, a video
will be shown about the historical exploration of Jesus. For more
information, contact Chaplain Roger at 605-1687 or e-mail
chaplain@sjspirit.org.
Second Annual Student-Athlete Talent Show
Attend the second annual Student Athlete Talent show at 6 p.m.
in the Spartan Gym. See performances by individuals from all 16
Spartan teams. For more information, contact Angie McKinnel at
angie.mckinnel@sjsu.edu.
SLIS Fall 2007 Colloquia
From noon to 1 p.m. in Clark Hall, Room 322. Stacy Aldrich,
Deputy State Librarian, will present “In Conversation with Stacy Aldrich” in Question and Answer format. This event is free and all are
welcome to attend. For more information, contact Anthony Bernier at
laughrey@slis.sjsu.edu.
Feminist and Catholic Mass Begins
At 5:15 p.m. in the Spartan Memorial. For more information, contact Victoria@victoriarue.com.
Burdick Military Project and the SJSU History Department
At 1:30 p.m. in the Boccardo Business Complex, Room 204, there
will be a lecture titled, “A Rifle Company at War: 1944-1945.” The
2007 Harry Gailey Memorial Lecture will be by Lt. Col. Irvin M. Roth.
For more information, contact Prof. Jonathan Roth at 924-5505.
Nov. 29
Fourth Annual Neat Ideas Fair
From 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. in the Barrett Ballroom in the Student Union.
Neat Ideas Fair is an annual forum to promote creativity and entrepreneurship at SJSU. Open to anyone affiliated with SJSU. For details go
to www.cob.sjsu.edu/svnif.

SPORTS
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SPARTANS SEND OFF SENIORS WITH WIN

ANDREW VILLA // SPECIAL TO THE DAILY

All 17 seniors play in their final game
as the Spartans overcome 14-point
halftime deficit to defeat the Wolf Pack
By JOSH WEAVER
Football Beat Writer

When the last second field-goal
attempt by University of Nevada Reno kicker Brett Jaekle bounced
off the left upright and fell to the
field, any frustrations the SJSU
football team may have experienced over the course of its shaky
season became insignificant.
On a day where 17 SJSU seniors strapped on their pads for the
final time, the Spartans overcame
a 14-point halftime deficit to finish
the 2007 campaign with a 27-24
victory over the Wolf Pack.
“That’s as good a win I have
ever had as a coach,” said head
coach Dick Tomey. “That was a
good team that we defeated. I’m
just so proud of our guys.”

More than 12,000 fans on hand
at Spartan Stadium Saturday afternoon were treated to 60 minutes
of back-and-forth, emotion-filled
football.

“On our team we have
such unselfishness. We
preach it, we preach it,
and it becomes us.”
ADAM TAFRALIS
SJSU senior quarterback

The Spartan offense scored 17
unanswered points in the second
half, while the defense stifled, and
ultimately held, a normally highpowered Wolf Pack offensive attack

SJSU football players celebrated
after their three-point victory by
singing the university’s fight song
in front of the student section last
Saturday afternoon.
scoreless in the final 30 minutes.
“It was probably the greatest
victory I’ve ever been a part of,”
said senior linebacker Demetrius
Jones, who had 12 tackles on the
day, giving him 110 on the season
— a goal he said he set at the beginning of the season.
“Knowing you have to come
back, I don’t know how to explain it,” he said. “It’s the greatest feeling I’ve ever felt. Especially
since this could have been my last
game. I’m going to remember it
for the rest of my life.”
The Spartans seemed determined after a vehement halftime
speech from Tomey, clicking on
offense and buckling down on defense.
“I really challenged our guys
at halftime,” Tomey said. “They

were not competing with the kind
of zeal and zest that I expected,
but they came out in the second
half and really played great.”
Playing in his final game, quarterback Adam Tafralis threw for
more than 300 yards for the seventh time in 2007, going 29-46 for
342 yards and two touchdowns,
and in the process set the SJSU alltime record for most pass completions in a career at 603.
One of the two scores Tafralis
tossed on Saturday was a 33-yard
strike to wide receiver Kevin Jurovich. The score marked the ninth
time the tandem connected for a
touchdown this season.
Jurovich had eight catches on
the day, bringing his season total to
85, a Spartan single-season reception record.
“Kev’s really shown up this
year,” Tafralis said. “What else can
you say? He’s a warrior. He’s got
that special something that’s going
to help him in whatever he does.”
Senior running back Jacob French
had his best game of the season gaining 62 yards on 16 carries, and adding four receptions for 33 yards.

French put the Spartans ahead
for good with 11:42 left in the
fourth quarter on a 13-yard scoring scamper, his first rushing touchdown of the season.
“Scoring doesn’t really mean too
much to me,” French said. “Just being out there and helping my team
win is what I care about. I mean it
is nice to go out with a touchdown
in the last game of the season, you
always remember your last game.”
All 17 seniors played in the game,
including Michael Hooper who
caught his first pass of the season,
and offensive lineman David Giesen,
who got his first start of the season.
“On our team we have such unselfishness,” Tafralis said. “We preach
it, we preach it, and it becomes us.
“John Booker who started four
straight years, just about … he said
Dave (Giesen) just go, I’m going to sit
on the sideline. Stuff like that is going to make me remember my time
here and remember everything that
we did and how close we were.”
According to SJSU athletics, the
Spartans had 18 wins with Tafralis
at the helm, the most by any SJSU
quarterback in 25 years.

End of season
team awards
Team MVP:
Quarterback Adam Tafralis

Linemen of the Year:
Offense - John Booker
Defense - Jarron Gilbert

Special Teams Award:
Linebacker Travis Jones

Scholar-Athlete:
Offensive lineman
David Giesen

Most Inspirational:
Linebacker Matt Castelo
Source: SJSU athletics
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Iowa’s early caucus means
presidential campaigns must
compete with retail holiday ads
By DAVID PITT
Associated Press Writer

DES MOINES, Iowa — In
Iowa, ‘tis the season for TV
pitches, political and commercial. By the time Iowans ring in
the New Year, they may be sick
of both.
An earlier date for Iowa’s
caucuses probably means presidential candidates will run more
television ads from mid-November through December, the
height of the Christmas shopping season when retailers want
to promote sales.
Moving the caucuses up 11
days to Jan. 3 also will force candidates to pay top dollar for TV
ads over the holidays and soften
their messages to avoid violating
the serenity of the season. The
same equation applies in New
Hampshire, whose first-in-thenation primary will follow the
Iowa caucuses five days later.
“This is just like adding a
hailstorm to a hurricane,” said
Evan Tracey, who tracks political advertising as chief operating officer for TNS Media
Intelligence/Campaign Media
Analysis Group. “You’ve got
a 16-deep field of candidates,
interest groups and everybody
else that’s all going to want the
same time.”
The schedule presents a conundrum for the presidential
campaigns. Political advertising
has a tendency to become more
negative closer to an election

EMPLOYMENT
ATTENTION
SPARTANS
Welcome back! Are you looking for part-time/ full-time work
to help you get through the
school semester? Well, look
no further. Corinthian Parking
Services is looking for valet
parking attendants for our local shopping malls, hotels and
private events. We will work
around your school schedule.
Requirements for an interview:
• Valid California Class C license
• Current DMV printout
• Responsible, well-groomed
and punctual.
• EXCLT CUST SERVICE
If you qualify, please call
Kyle 408-981-5894 or
Rick 408-593-9612
for an interview.
MAKE A DIFFERENCE Do
you like being on the go, not
stuck in an ofﬁce all day? Help
someone learn to cook, dance,
read, work on their job and live
the life they choose. We seek
dedicated people to work with
our clients who have disabilities to help them make community connections. Creativity,
caring and commitment deﬁne
us. Have CA license, clean
DMV, car insur, bkgrd ck. Instructors, Community Support
Facilitators, Job Coaches,
Roommates & Companions.
PT and FT opptys. E mail:
jdevine@hopeservices.org

as candidates seek to contrast
themselves with their rivals.
“Attack ads don’t necessarily blend well with Santa Claus
and holiday cheer,” said Steve
McMahon, a Democratic media strategist who ran Howard
Dean’s presidential ad campaign
in 2003 and 2004.
What’s more, in a field with
many candidates, negative advertising can backfire.
“If candidate A attacks candidate B, it’s often not candidate
A who benefits. It’s candidate C
or D or E,” McMahon said.
He should know. In 2003,
Dean was the target of negative
advertising from liberal and conservative independent groups
in Iowa and then engaged in
tit-for-tat attack ads with Dick
Gephardt. The result was that
John Kerry won the Iowa caucuses and John Edwards came
in second.
To avoid such a scenario,
candidates may count on independent groups to do the dirty
work during the holidays. The
Federal Election Commission
on Tuesday opened the way for
corporations and unions to finance political ad campaigns in
the closing days of an election,
provided they focus on a public
policy issue.
But those issue ads still can
target a candidate, and campaign finance experts are counting on a barrage to hit the Iowa
and New Hampshire airwaves
next month. The only question

EASTER SEALS seeks Lifeguards, Instructional Lifeguards & Aquatic Specialists,
part or full time in San Jose
(Bascom & Moorpark). Flex
hours/ days, Mon-Sat. Call
Tiago@408 295-0228. Send
resume to jobs@esba.org
or fax to 408 275-9858. $11$13+/ hour DOE.
DELIVERY DRIVERS Party
rental business. Perfect for
students. Earn up to $250 every weekend. Must have reliable truck or van. Heavy lifting
is required. 408 292-7876
THE OLD SPAGHETTI FACTORY We are currently hiring
for P/ T positions. We offer a
great working environment
with day & evening shifts for
resposible & energetic people.
Apply in person 2:30 to 4:00
Wed-Fri. We are located in
San Pedro Square
REC LEADERS, INSTRUCTORS, Program Facilitators
P/ T positions available for elementary school hours, after
school hours or evening hours
for middle & HS programs.
Degree not required. Need
car & have experience working with youth.
VM (408)287-4170 x 408.
EOE/ AAE
UNDERCOVER SHOPPERS
EARN up to $150 per day. Under cover Shoppers needed to
judge retail and dining establishments. Exp. not req’d.
Call 800-722-4791

facing any independent groups
is whether there are enough
time slots available for a 30-second or 60-second TV spot.
Dennis Goldford, a political
science professor at Drake University in Des Moines, predicted
that campaigns would run positive ads promoting candidates
until Christmas, then switch to
a tougher tone in the week leading to the caucuses.
“There’s not much of a
window there between Christmas spirit and caucus battle,”
Goldford said. “There’s a certain amount of guesswork because we haven’t been in this
position before.”
Tim Albrecht, a spokesman
for Republican Mitt Romney,
said all the campaigns will work
to design ads that stand out while
also remaining appropriate for
the holiday season. “With the
holiday ads and the added retailers, no doubt it’s going to be a
bit more cluttered this time than
maybe years past,” he said.
Campaigns strategists say
they worry more about turning
voters off in Iowa, where attending caucuses requires effort
and commitment.
Fergus Cullen, the chairman
of the New Hampshire Republican Party, said New Hampshire
voters understand that politics
will intrude on their holiday.
Associated Press writer Jim
Kuhnhenn in Washington contributed
to this report.

ATTENTION SJSU STUDENTS **
*PART-TIME OPENINGS
*$17.70 BASE -appt.
Vector, the company for students, has part-time openings
available for customer sales/
service. The positions offer
numerous unique beneﬁts for
students:
*HIGH STARTING PAY
*FLEX SCHEDULES
*Internships possible
*All majors may apply
*Scholarships awarded annually
*Some conditions apply
*No experience necessary
*Training provided
Earn income & gain experience! Watch for us on-campus throughout the semester
or CALL 866-1100 9am-5pm.
www.workforstudents.com/
sjsu

AFTER SCHOOL
TEACHERS

JrK-4th grade school seeks
responsible individuals for
extended daycare. P/T in the
afternoon M-F. No ECE units
are required. Previous experience with children preferred.
Please contact Stephanie at
248-2464 or fax resume to
248-7433.
THE PRINCETON REVIEW
Teach SAT, GMAT, MCAT,
LSAT $22-91/hour doe. Strong
test scores req.
Call 866-TPR-PREP.

CLASSIFIED AD RATE INFORMATION
Each line averages 25 spaces. Each letter, number, punctuation mark, and space is formatted
into an ad line. The first line will be set in bold type and upper case for no extra charge up
to 20 spaces. A minimum of three lines is required. Deadline is 10:00 am , 2-weekdays prior
to publication.
MINIMUM THREE LINE CLASSIFIED AD:
DAYS: 1
2
3
4
RATE: $10.00 $15.00 $20.00 $25.00
$2.50 EACH ADDITIONAL LINE AFTER THE THIRD LINE.
$3.00 EACH ADDITIONAL DAY.
• RATES ARE CONSECUTIVE DAYS ONLY. •ALL ADS ARE PREPAID.
• NO REFUNDS ON CANCELLED ADS.
FREQUENCY DISCOUNT: 40+ consecutive issues: 10% discount
SJSU STUDENT RATE: 10% discount. Ads must be placed in person in DBH 209
from 10 AM or 3PM. STUDENT ID REQUIRED. Rate applies to student’s individual
ads only. Not intended for businesses and/or other persons. Frequency discount
does not apply.
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WEB // Some students applaud simplicity
Continued from page 1

it worked right away.
“It took a minute to do a
search and list the classes, and it
gave me all the options. It was really a time saver.”
Uchenna Anyanwu, also a senior computer engineering major,
said he too found the Web site to
be helpful.
“It’s remarkable how this technology has been developed by
a student, and it saves so much
time,” he said.
“Having this kind of system be-

ing implemented … I can put down
all the classes I want to, and in 15
seconds or less, I can have a variety
of schedules and select which one
I want.”
According to a recent update
on the Web site, it is running slower than usual, but Kantamaneni
said he is working on creating a
faster server.
Kantamaneni said that the programming classes he took his freshman year provided a good introduction in helping him create the
system, as well as past computer
programming experience.

“At first I was just trying to
make a small tool for myself to
organize everything, and then I
thought it could help a lot of students,” he said.

“... in 15 seconds or
less, I can have a
variety of schedules
and select which
one I want.”
UCHENNA ANYANWU

senior computer engineering major

FIRES // Bill requires arson registration
Continued from page 1

est Service and the Bureau of Land
Management to create a model
ordinance.
Bobby D. Fischer, a graduate student working on a master’s degree
in social work, said he believes that
people should not build homes in
these areas in the first place.
The second bill in the package is
The Mortgage and Rental Disaster
Relief Act. It will help qualified individuals with economic problems
who where hit hard by the fire,
LaVelle said.
“This act will help people who
lost everything in a fire from going
broke,” he said.
The Disaster Rebuilding Assistance Act will require The Federal
Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) to increase the amount
of money that it gives to victims of
wildfires, LaVelle said. The agency currently gives victims about
$28,000. This bill will require the
agency to give victims $50,000.
The final bill in the package is
the The Matching Arson Through

CHILD CARE STAFF NEEDED! YMCA CHILD CARE - Directors, Assistant Directors,
Teachers and Teacher Aides
needed!
Looking for a fun rewarding
career working with children?
The YMCA of Santa Clara
Valley is hiring for Licensed
School-Age Child Care Centers TODAY! Programs located throughout San Jose, Cupertino, Saratoga, Campbell
and Evergreen areas.
Full & Part Time positions available ñ hours ﬂexible around
school. Fun staff teams, great
experience working with children, career advancement,
excellent FT/PT beneﬁts and
training opportunities.
Teachers require minimum 12
semester units in ECE, education, recreation, psychology,
sociology, physical education
and/ or other related ﬁelds.
For more information, locations and pay ranges, check
out our website at
http:// www.scvymca.org/ jobs/
index.php. (408)351-6434

LIFEGUARD & SWIM INSTRUCTORS
YMCA Lifeguard & Swim Instructors Needed!
If you enjoy being around the
water and want to be paid for it
then the YMCA of Santa Clara
Valley has the job for you! You
must be at least 16 years of
age, enjoy working with people, and the have passion to
make a difference!
Please visit our website at
http:// www.scvymca.org/ jobs/
index.php for more details.
(408)351-6434

NANNY WANTED: Part-time
weekday afternoons for two
children 8 & 10.
Must be experienced and have
own car and references. Start
date 1/2/08. 408-219-7579

SERVICES

FOR RENT

Criminal History (MATCH) Act. It
will create a national arson registry
that will require convicted arsonists to report where they live, go to
school and work, LaVelle said.

tor, Barbara Boxer, is a co-sponsor of
the Mortgage and Rental Disaster
Relief Act, the Disaster Rebuilding
Assistant Act and the MATCH Act.

“This act will help
people who lost
everything in a fire
from going broke.”

Wildfire Facts

PHIL LAVELLE
Press secretary for Sen. Feinstein

According to the bill, convicted
arsonists will be required to provide
a valid ID. Each convicted arsonist will be required to register every
year depending on the amount of
times they have been convicted of
arson. Failure to do so will result in
mandatory state penalty.
“I think getting arsonists to sign
up in a registry is a good idea,” said
SJSU student Alice Fagundes. “But
I think it would be a better idea if
arsonists were sentenced to longer
prison terms.”
Feinstein’s fellow California Sena-

FIXLAPTOP.COM BUY SELL
REPAIR Laptop & Parts,
Repair PC, Data Recovery,
Remove Virus Pop Up $49
(408)469-5999

OPPORTUNITIES
MOVIE EXTRAS New opportunities for upcoming productions. All looks needed, no
experience required for cast
calls. Call 877-218-6224

DISCLAIMER
The Spartan Daily makes no claim for products or

STUDIO SUITES FROM $925
Quiet sunlit complex at 3rd/
Jackson-Japan
Town-Walk
to 7 Bamboo lounge, light
rail. Lower level, new berber
carpet-designer paint-all new
ceramic tile in kitchen/ bathmirrored closet doors. Call
408.509.1750 or 408.354.8910
www.apts4rent.org

services advertised below nor is there any guarantee
implied. The classified columns of the Spartan
Daily consist of paid advertising and offers are not
approved or verified by the newspaper. Certain
advertisements in these columns may refer the reader
to specific telephone numbers or addresses for
additional information. Classified readers should be
reminded that, when making these further contacts,
they should require complete information before
sending money for goods or services. In addition,
readers should carefully investigate all firms offering
employment listings or coupons for discount vacations

SMILE CHOICE DENTAL
PLAN (includes cosmetic)
$71.75 per year. Save 30%60%. For info call
1-800-655-3225 or
www.studentdental.com

or merchandise.

• Sen. Feinstein’s legislative
package consists of four
bills that will reduce the risk
of wildfires in communities
throughout the country.
• In 2003, the Cedar fires hit
Southern California, killing
14 people, destroying over
280,000 acres and causing
$27 million in damages.
• Currently, FEMA gives
wildfire victims about
$28,000. A new bill will
require the agency to give
$50,000.
Source: Phil LaVelle, press secretary for
Sen. Dianne Feinstein, D-Calif.
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POP-UPS // Watch out
for viruses, online criminals
Continued from page 1

I waited any longer, it may have
been too late.
I was ecstatic to have my computer back, but my trust in the
World Wide Web was shattered. I
didn’t know if I could ever recover.
And I was lucky. It could have
been worse.
In an online article published
Nov. 12, the San Jose Mercury News
reported that in the past few years,
about one private record for every
two Americans has been stolen.
I may not have suffered identity theft, but I still felt the pain of
being backstabbed by something I
had only previously known to provide help.
I now realize I was naive. I
thought that I was invincible, that

the Internet could do me no harm
because I was innocent. But online
criminals don’t care if you’re innocent, just like they don’t in the
physical world.
The dangers are out there, but
it doesn’t mean we have to live in
fear.
The man who saved my computer installed new virus-protection software and spyware, which I
run every day and update weekly.
I have learned that the Internet must be regarded, as any other
privilege, with respect.
Ignorance will only leave you
vulnerable. So be smart. Enjoy the
benefits of our online generation,
but take the proper precautions so
you don’t end up a victim.
The rules are simple: wear your
seat belt, use condoms, and run
your spyware.

Comments from our readers
These comments were posted online at thespartandaily.com

No time for public
transportation
About “Drive to study: 27,000plus commute to SJSU” from Nov.
19 by Samantha Salas.
It is too difficult to take advantage of public transit if
you’re a full-time student with
a job of more than a dozen

Take a walk, get your
car off the roads
About “Drive to study: 27,000plus commute to SJSU” from Nov.
19 by Samantha Salas.
Routing the $20 from the
VTA to big parking structures
will not fix anything. Larger
freeways and parking lots do
not alleviate the massive car
congestion problem we have in
California. It’s a crowded state.
If you haven’t noticed, freeways
and parking lots throughout

hours per week. I’ve been attending SJSU for more than two years,
and I just started using VTA, but
that is due in part to having no job.
I think a big part of the reason why
there are so many commuters here
is because of the very high cost of
living and lack of lodging accommodation near campus.
-Posted by DK Kim

California have only gotten bigger and bigger, and the traffic jams
have only become worse.
Bless those few courageous souls
who brave the agonizing, terrorizing five-minute walk from the
Paseo de San Antonio train station
to campus! I trudge that difficult
terrain every day, and sometimes I
feel like my 28-year-old body is being ripped from limb to limb! Oh!
And the rain! The water! How will
I survive?!
-Posted by Ace

FELICIA ANN AGUINALDO
Let’s Be Honest
When I was younger, I never
pictured myself with a career.
My only job would be to take
care of my husband and children,
and I looked forward to being
able to do it one day.
I pictured myself spending the
day cleaning my home and playing with my children, then having a hearty meal on the table by
the time my husband came home
from work.

“Instead of preparing for the real life,
... I prepared for my
wannabe life as a
housewife.”
Even when I enrolled in college, I considered an education
my back-up plan.
“I came to college to get my
M.R.S. degree,” I would tell people.
Most of my friends thought I

About “Affordabe housing options
nill in S.J.” from Nov. 19 by the editorial board.
Housing in the Bay Area is as
expensive as it is because of a
shortage in supply and a surplus
in demand. Really, it’s just that.
If the government wants to
help us, one way to do it is to
reduce property and business

‘Bloodthirsty’ presidents
must be accountable
About “War funding may cut college financial aid” from Nov. 20 by
Osvaldo Castillo.
Five years after the invasion
of Iraq, like most Americans,
I see the images of violence
and bloodshed. Every picture
is horrifying — and the suffering is real. Amid all this violence, I know Americans ask the

question: Is the sacrifice worth it,
George Bush?
And again the answer is no!
American presidents can be a
very bloodthirsty lot, as well as terrific liars when it comes to getting
their way, while they criticize other
world leaders who commit similar
crimes. They have to account for
their actions, or their war crimes,
no matter how they may try to justify them.
-Posted by Ted Rudow III
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was joking, and sometimes I was,
but a part of me was serious.
I came to college because I
didn’t really have a choice. When
you graduate high school, you
go to college, no questions asked
— at least that’s what my mom
taught me.
Plus, I couldn’t sit around at
home all day, waiting for a man
to sweep me off my feet and give
me the life I imagined.
So I enrolled in this university
thinking I would eventually meet
a man who would take care of
me financially, then let me take
care of him, our family and our
home.
Instead of preparing for the
real life, which included a career
and figuring out how to pay the
bills, I prepared for my wannabe
life as a housewife.
I practiced my wife and mother skills on my friends by cleaning
up after them and cooking food
for them.
I wanted to learn how to do
everything while I was still young
— that way I would already know
how to do it once I tied the knot
and popped out some kids.
I even met a boy who told me
what I always wanted to hear: I
could be a housewife.
“I’ll let you stay home,” he
told me. “You don’t need to get

a job.”
These words were like music
to my ears. I couldn’t wait to finish school and start a family.
It wasn’t until about two years
ago, when I started taking classes
in my major, that I realized my
potential to actually get a job.
My interest in my journalism
courses gave me insight into a career I could fall in love with.

“I now realize my
dream of becoming
a housewife was
really just a fear that
I wouldn’t succeed in
the real world.”
Once I acknowledged that
I could succeed in a career as a
journalist and not just as a mom,
my view about wifehood and parenthood changed.
I began to dream about graduating college with an actual
degree — a bachelor’s — and I
started preparing for a career in
newspapers and magazines.
Now when my boyfriend tells
me I can stay at home, I no longer take it as an invitation to be

a housewife. Instead, it feels like
a request.
As much as I’d love to be a
homemaker, I want it to be my
choice — not someone else’s.
I now realize that my dream of
becoming a housewife was really
just a fear that I wouldn’t succeed
in the real world.
It took me 21 years to realize
this, but at least I did before it was
too late.
The option of being a housewife will never go away, but the
opportunity to get a degree will
never be easier than it is now.
So when my boyfriend tells me
I don’t need an education to be a
housewife, I feel like it’s because
he doesn’t think I can be anything
else — and I now know I can be
anything I want to be.
Instead of an education being
a back-up plan, it’s now my priority. And if journalism doesn’t
end up being as glamorous as I
think it will be, I can always stay
at home with the kids.

Felicia Ann Aguinaldo is
a Spartan Daily student life
editor. “Let’s Be Honest” appears twice a month.

Don’t let my last name fool you
Looks can be deceiving when you live in the International House

BY SARAH KYO

taxes. However, how will we pay
then for other social services such
as schooling?
On the other hand, if you ask
an economics professor, he or she
will tell you that the issue will correct itself over time. How? Those
who complain, including individuals and businesses, will leave, causing home prices and business tax
rates to fall again.
-Posted by Garret
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From housewife to journalist:
My priorities have changed

Staff Writer

Expensive housing will
correct itself in time
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Located on 11th Street, one
block away from campus, the International House lodges about
70 people from various parts of
the world. On any given day, flags
representing numerous countries
can be seen fluttering in the sky.
Some people, however, may
not know that there are more International House residents from
the United States than any other
country.
I am one of them.
When some people find out
that I live in the International
House, their response is often a
question: “Where are you from?”
Or they say, “I didn’t know you
were an international student.”
Well, I’m not.
My reaction? At first, I’m surprised since I do have an American accent.
I was born in California and
raised in the Sacramento area
until I transferred to SJSU last
fall. Other than four years of high

school Spanish, English has been
my language for my whole life.
These sorts of questions usually don’t bother me much, but if
I’m in a cynical mood, I’d wonder
if they would ask this question if
my hair color was less dark and
my eyes were bigger.
My ethnicity is Chinese. During other occasions throughout
my life, when people find out this
fact, they ask if I speak a dialect.
The unfortunate answer is no.
Last semester, for a linguistics
class, I wrote about my linguistic
heritage: the role language has
played in my family, dating back
to a few generations.
During my research, one thing
that stood out to me was what I
learned about my last name.

“I’d wonder if they
would ask this question if my hair color
was less dark and my
eyes were bigger.”
Ever since elementary school,
I’ve had my last name pronounced
so many different ways. I cringed
a bit whenever the teacher would
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take attendance. The way I pronounce my last name is the same
as the Japanese word for “today,”
part of the name of two major
Japanese cities and a Japanese
boy name.
While doing research for the
linguistics paper, I learned that I
can thank Burmese government
workers for the current spelling
and pronunciation of my last
name.
My paternal grandparents immigrated from China to Burma,
or what is now often referred to
as Myanmar. When they visited a
Burmese municipal office to register themselves as immigrants,
they had to mention their last
name.
My grandparents came from
Fujian province in southeast
China and speak a dialect called
Fuzhou.
There was nothing in the Burmese alphabet that the worker
could compare the Fuzhou pronunciation to, but to him, it
sounded close to a Japanese word,
hence my Japanese-sounding last
name.
While writing the paper, I listened as my dad repeated the
Fuzhou pronunciation over the
phone. To my American ears,
though, my last name sounds like

OPINION PAGE POLICY
Readers are encouraged to express themselves
on the Opinion page with a letter to the editor.
A letter to the editor is a response to an issue
or point of view that has appeared in the Spartan
Daily.
Only letters 200 words or less will be considered
for publication.
Submissions become property of the Spartan
Daily and may be edited for clarity, grammar,
libel and length. Submissions must contain the
author’s name, address, phone number, signature
and major.
Submissions may be placed in the Letters to the
Editor box at the Spartan Daily office in Dwight
Bentel Hall, Room 209, sent by fax to (408) 9243282, e-mailed to spartandaily@casa.sjsu.edu or
mailed to the Spartan Daily Opinion Editor, School
of Journalism and Mass Communications, San
José State University, One Washington Square,
San José, CA 95112-0149.
Editorials are written by and are the consensus
of the Spartan Daily editors, not the staff.
Published opinions and advertisements do
not necessarily reflect the views of the Spartan
Daily, the School of Journalism and Mass
Communications or SJSU.
THE SPARTAN DAILY IS A
PUBLIC FORUM.

a mix between Cho and Joe.
At the same time, it’s completely different.

“Trying to say my
last name ‘correctly’
was a very frustrating
experience for me.”
I tried to repeat the pronunciation, but I would stumble every single time. There’s nothing
in English that I can compare the
sound to, and my parents didn’t
know how to spell the correct
pronunciation phonetically.
My dad actually blamed my
mispronunciation on me, while I
pointed the finger at my parents
for not teaching me the language
when I was younger and less set
in my speaking habits. Trying to
say my last name “correctly” was
a very frustrating experience for
me.
My ethnic culture may have
originated in China, but my cultural identity is a mixture of different things, an American concoction shaping who I am.
Guest columns appear Tuesdays and Wednesdays.

Quote of
the day
“It could entice voters who have not
been paying attention
to the campaign or
who have not made
up their mind. They
could come to see
Oprah, but leave after
hearing Obama.”
DIANE BYSTROM
Director of the Center for Women and
Politics at Iowa State University, about
Oprah Winfrey joining Barack Obama’s
presidential campaign.
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10 ways to reduce stress
Stress Management Professor Kristina Drummond
gives tips on how to make it through the rest of the semester.
By CHRISSY RAMONEDA
Staff Writer

St re s s L o g

Picture this: After getting off of
work at midnight, you wake up this
morning with 15 minutes to get to
class. As you stumble into some jeans
and the closest pair of shoes, you
wonder if that finger through the hair
actually qualifies as brushing it.
You run past Jazzland Cafe.
You’re already late, why not stop for
an Americano? After making your
fashionably late entrance into class,
you watch students begin handing
in papers. Was there an assignment
due?
Your heart races as your stomach
sinks. Things are out of control.

Tue s d ay :

Th es e are th e

1.
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5.

Time management skills:
Write it down! Keep a
calendar. This should
include work and study times. “I
think it’s the No. 1 thing I’ve seen
in students,” she said. “They just
fly by the seat of their pants.”

4.

7.

Avoiding procrastination
will help avoid stress as
well. “Don’t put things off
until the last minute,” she said. “It
gets you in the end.”

to day ...

- fo rg o t to pa

6.

Something as simple as
taking a deep breath can
make a world of difference. “It does wonders,” Drummond said. “It gives you that time
to reconnect.”

ca r on th e way

traffic on th e

- go t in figh t w

2.
3.

Proper nutrition is important. “Studies have shown
that high-fat diets can lead
to depression,” she said.

re ss ed me ou t

- wok e up late

Professor Kristina Drummond,
who teaches a stress management
course at SJSU, gives students 10
ways to get through the rest of the
semester without having a quarterlife breakdown. Now you can stop
stressing … and relax.

Exercise is a great way to
reduce stress. “We build
up these hormones when
we’re stressed,” she said. “It releases all that pent-up energy.”

th ings th at st

Don’t give yourself a
schedule you can’t handle. It’s time to plan next
semester’s schedule — don’t overbook. “Try to look at your work
responsibilities and school responsibilities,” she said. “Make sure it’s
something sane for you.”

Take
self-responsibility
for things in your life. “It
makes you a stronger individual,” she said. “It gives you a
higher self-esteem and a sense of
control over your life.”

8.

Find time to be social and
relax. Find something you
enjoy doing that takes
you away from school — even on
exam days.

9.

Try to work yoga, meditation or Tai Chi, which
is a moving form of
yoga and meditation combined,
into your routine to help reduce
stress.
“There are classes at this university,” she said. “Take advantage of university resources. It’s
like forced relaxation time.”

10.

Finally, write a stress
log. Start recording
all of your stressors down for a week. “See where
they’re coming from and make a
change,” Drummond said.
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Have a story idea for the Student Life section? E-mail us at: studentlife@thespartandaily.com

