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Narrative as Genealogy
Larry Wendt on Feb 23 1998

Sound sense in the hypertext age.

Narrative as Genealogy: Sound Sense in an Era of
Hypertext

by Larry Wendt

In the late nineteen sixties, a group of Swedish artists working as 'The Language Group' of a recently re-organized chamber music
society, known as Fylkingen along with members from the Literary Unit of the Swedish Broadcasting Corporation, began
producing a new kind of literary work for the tape recorder. It was a form of language art realized solely for the audio domain --
either projected from a loudspeaker, from the radio or in some similar sonic performance venue. In the early nineteen sixties,
Fylkingen began to introduce Sweden to all kinds of artistic experimentation contemporary to the times such as concrete poetry,
FLUXUS, electro-acoustic music, what eventually became known as performance art, and ways of working which were called
'borderline transgressors' since they were not easily categorized as being in any one particular field of art. After returning from a
meeting of contemporary radio producers in Holland in 1967, two members of the Fylkingen group, Bengt Emil Johnson and Lars-
Gunnar Bodin, coined a term to both separate what they were doing from some of the similar material which they had been
hearing, as well as to give their material a descriptive flourish and cohesive identity. Their term was text-ljudkomposition, or text-
sound composition

In 1968, Fylkingen organized a three-day event which they called the International Festival of Text-Sound Composition. Frangois
Dufréne and Bernard Heidsieck from France and Bob Cobbing from England were invited to come to Stockholm to use the
recording and electronic music facilities along with the Swedish practitioners, to produced new pieces, as well as to perform and
discuss their works. These individuals had been using the tape recorder, since the fifties, to produce works for the spoken voice.
The Text-Sound Festival was expanded and held for at least a dozen more times in various places in the world. However by
1975, it had changed its name to the International Festival of Sound Poetry, with the term sound poetry being much more
widely known and to include an acoustic, 'unplugged' version of the art.

In its originally conceived form, what was unique about text-sound composition besides it being a type of electro-acoustic
literature conceived to be presented in a sonic environment, was that it could allow a writer or poet to explore an expressive
space which was quite a bit different than the printed word on the page. By replacing paper with magnetic tape, a whole
inventory of manipulatory techniques became known that before could only be achieved (if at all) on a very rudimentary level
with previous technologies. With the flexibility of tape, vocal sounds and effects could be produced which were unique and largely
unheard of before this time.
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