
SJSU is the oldest public institution 
of higher education on the West Coast 
and has focused on creating a safe 
learning environment for its students, 
professors and staff  members, accord-
ing to the University Police Depart-
ment’s Annual Safety Report.

Th e issue of safety is one of SJSU’s 
top priorities, according to Sgt. John 
Laws of UPD.

However, worry ran rapid among 
some SJSU students when a homicide 
occurred in the 10th Street garage on 
Tuesday, May 10, 2011.

Th e strikingly close vicinity of 
the crime ultimately resulted in 
some students demanding informa-
tion regarding on and off  campus 
crimes to be reported immediately, 
according to Patrick LaBruzzo, a civil 
environmental engineering major.

“Honestly, I don’t feel too safe,” 
LaBruzzo said. “Partly because there 
has been criminal stuff  going on, so 
that’s defi nitely scary.”

He said the amount and consis-
tency of the alerts result in a problem 
with distinguishing what actually 
causes a threat to students.

“It’s ridiculous that they send out 
these warnings before they even 
have all the information,” LaBruzzo 
said. “It leads to too much alert for 
students.”

According to the MySJSU web-
site, Alert-SJSU is an emergency 

communication system designed 
to inform students of campus re-
lated crime or dangers that may put 
students’ safety at risk.

Students are automatically 
enrolled in Alert-SJSU and they can 
choose to opt-out of the service 
through their MySJSU account.

Some students believe that the 
alerts are not fast enough to ensure 
their safety, said third-year political 
science major Alia Tull.

Delayed alerts are “just a refl ec-
tion on the school and how well they 
are protecting campus,” she said. “We 
are supposedly meant to get texts im-
mediately but sometimes I don’t get 
them until hours later.”

In recent years, SJSU has adopted 
numerous methods to establish and 
maintain a safe atmosphere for the 
campus community.

Th e BlueLight Emergency Phone 
system links directly to the UPD dis-
patchers and can be found through-
out campus in buildings, elevators, 
parking garages and throughout 
the grounds, according to the UPD 
website.

Th e phones are available to report 
an emergency or suspicious activ-
ity on campus, request an escort if a 
member of the SJSU community feels 
unsafe walking alone, as well as to re-
quest vehicle assistance, according to 
the website.

“A lot of times I would stay at 
the library for late-night studying,” 
said fourth-year psychology major 

Josephine Chong. “I would call the 
police and have them escort me.”

Th e evening shutt le program is a 
relatively new installment to the list 
of safety resources, according to Laws.

Th e evening shutt le provides 
all SJSU students, faculty and staff  
members a ride to Julian Street, First 
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General 
education 
may soon 
go online

Recent meetings with Provost Ellen 
Junn have sparked discussions that 
some general education classes may 
soon be off ered online.

“What we have proposed is an in-
novative course on global challenges 
that will be off ered in hybrid mode, 
partly online and partly in a large lec-
ture in an auditorium with tutoring 
groups and online discussion groups 
to support it,” said Dennis Jaehne, as-
sociate vice president of undergradu-
ate studies.

“I would love it,” said Yesenia Solis, 
a junior interior design major. “I feel 
like general education courses take 
away from focusing on your careers. 
Th ey have nothing to do with it. Th ey 
feel like two diff erent entities.”

Th ere has been discussion of creat-
ing general education classes online in 
an eff ort to save the school approxi-
mately $1 million per semester.

At an Associated Students’ board 
meeting on April 25, Jaehne said there 
might be a pilot class that will be 
off ered in the fall.

Students’ time in the classroom 
would be utilized if they had the op-
portunity to hear lectures or learn 
about facts prior to entering class, 
Jaehne said.

“Most of the research that we do — 
the studies that look at years worth of 
data from the whole country seem to 
indicate that if it’s a hybrid class with 
part of it’s online and part of it’s in 
the classroom using engaged learning 
techniques,” Jaehne said. “Th e students 
do bett er in those hybrids.”

Th is idea would allow students to 
have proactive discussion and pro-
found engagements, according to 
Jaehne.

“For the most part, I think we as a 
campus would prefer models that are 

by Angelisa Ross
Staff Writer

SEE CLASSES PAGE 3

The University Police Department, Alert-SJSU, BlueLight Emergency Phone 

system links and a nighttime escort service are among several safety services 

offered by SJSU. Photo by Ron Gleeson / Spartan Daily

Reduction in 
enrollment 
to force A.S. 
budget cuts

Associated Students at SJSU will 
have to prepare for a cut in its bud-
get for the Fall 2012 semester.

“Our enrollment total at SJSU will 
most likely decrease,” said A.S. con-
troller Leroy Madarang. “Because of 
that, the budget will be lower as a 
result.”

According to A.S. director Cheryl 
Vargas, the budget for this semester 
from the student fees was $2,230,578.

With the enrollment decreasing 
to around 28,500 students, the bud-
get will be an estimated $2,094,750, 
which would be a $135,828 decrease 
from this semester, said Vargas.

Students pay an activity A.S. 
fee of $73.50 each semester when 
they’re enrolled at SJSU, according 
to Vargas.

“Th e A.S. fee is what makes the 
budget and is based on the head-
count of students,” Vargas said. “We 
use this budget on several diff erent 
things such as the VTA pass for stu-
dents and the university parking ser-
vices.”

Vargas said the current enroll-
ment at SJSU is 30,348 students and 
it will most likely decrease to about 
28,500 when the Fall 2012 semester 
begins.

“We want to make the quality of 
experience at SJSU enjoyable,” Var-
gas said. “Th ere are still a lot of deci-
sions that will be made in the month 
of May.”

Maribel Martinez, department 
manager of the Cesar Chavez Com-
munity Action Center, said one of 

the things that will be put on hiatus 
because of the projected budget cuts 
is the Alternative Spring Break trip 
that happens every year.

Alternative Spring Break is a pro-
gram where students for a week dur-
ing Spring Break help out volunteer-
ing their time in community-driven 
projects, according to Martinez.

Martinez said these projects in-
clude transforming local schools, 
homes, public buildings and 
community centers.

Th e Alternative Spring Break 
takes its trip through parts of North 
America, including San Francisco, 
Tijuana, Mexico and the San Diego 
border region.

SEE BUDGET PAGE 3

Students judge effectiveness of various campus safety services, methods

SEE SAFETY PAGE 3

Demonstrator Alex Arreola leads a chant during the May Day march in San Jose 

yesterday.  Arreola helped carry a long banner that bore hundreds of signatures of 

supporters for workers and immigrant rights. Arreola is chanting “Si se puede,” 

which means “yes we can.”  Photo by Raphael Kluzniok / Spartan Daily

Manic May Day

SEE PHOTO ESSAY PAGE 8

Spartans stave off Stanford see p.2

by Christian Gin
Staff Writer

by Lauren Hernandez
Contributing Writer
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Th e SJSU baseball team 
upset the No. 8 nationally 
ranked Stanford Cardinal  
8-5 yesterday aft ernoon at 
Blethen Field.

SJSU junior relief pitcher 
Kyle Hassna was credited with 
the win, while Stanford junior 
relief pitcher Dean McArdle 
received the loss.

“We competed in this game, 
which is important,” said SJSU 
head coach Sam Piraro. “We 
were tough enough to over-
come our mistakes today.”

Th e Spartans (21-19) got off  
to a strong start to the game, 
taking the lead early.

Aft er a scoreless top of the 
fi rst inning, fi ve consecutive 
Spartans reached base, which 
led to three runs in the bott om 
of the fi rst.

“We were ready to go from 
the start,” said SJSU junior out-
fi elder Nick Schulz.

Stanford (28-12) answered 
right back with a two-run 
home run in the top of the 
second inning by sophomore 
outfi elder Austin Wilson to 
make it 3-2 with the Spartans 
leading.

A key inning to the game 
was the top of the third in-
ning, which was pitched by 
Spartans sophomore pitcher 
D.J. Slaton.

Aft er he quickly retired 
two batt ers, three consecu-
tive Cardinal players reached 
base with a hit-by-pitch and 
two walks.

Slaton was able to force 
Stanford freshman third base-
man Alex Blandino to ground 
out to second base to leave the 
inning unscathed.

“When I got those two outs, 
I sett led in a litt le too much,” 
Slaton said. “Aft er allowing 
those walks, I was able to get 
back in a groove. I needed to 
throw strikes, and did.”

Aft er the Spartans tacked 
on a run through a catcher 
throwing error in the bott om 
of the third inning, the Cardi-
nal tied the game at 4-4 in the 
top of the fourth with a home 
run by junior outfi elder Jake 
Stewart.

Th e bott om of the fourth 
inning saw the Spartans com-
plete a rally where the off ense 
came alive.

Aft er an infi eld single by 
junior catcher Kyle Gallegos, 
junior outfi elder Andrew Ro-
driguez hit a two-run home 
run to give the Spartans a 
6-4 lead.

“I saw a lot of sliders early 
in my fi rst at bat,” Rodriguez 
said. “I waited for the fastball 
to come and the opportunity 
to crush it was there.”

Th e Spartans had three 
stolen bases in the bott om of 
the fourth inning, and it led 
to two runs courtesy of an 

infi eld single and an error on 
Cardinal sophomore pitcher 
Garrett  Hughes for not touch-
ing the base.

“My job was to be the 
spark plug for the offense,” 
Rodriguez said. “The oppor-
tunity was in line for runs 
to score.”

Stanford was able to pull 
within three runs of the lead 
when Wilson hit his second 
home run of the day, but that 
was as close as the Cardinal 
could get.

Junior pitcher Jason Kafk a, 
senior pitcher Sean Martin and 
junior pitcher Mike Aldrete 
combined for three shutout 
innings by pitching the sixth, 
seventh and eighth innings 
respectively.

“Each guy had an assign-
ment,” Piraro said. “Th ey did 
their job in each inning or in-
nings they were given and set 
it up for Kalei Contrades to 
close it out.”

Freshman relief pitcher 
Contrades allowed two singles 
aft er striking out the opening 
batt er in the top of the ninth 
inning.

He was able to force junior 
designated hitt er Stephen 
Piscott y to pop out and force 
sophomore fi rst baseman Bri-
an Ragira to strikeout to fi n-

ish the game without any runs 
allowed.

“(Today’s win) wasn’t as 
easy as it looked,” Piraro said. 
“(Stanford) was ready with 
great players and great coach-
es. We got out of trouble when 
we needed to.”

Th e Spartans swept the sea-
son series by winning both 

games this season against the 
Stanford Cardinal.

“We’ve always had tough 
games,” Rodriguez said. “We 
fi nally beat (Stanford) and it 
feels great.”

Th e Spartans will have a 
three-game road series against 
Louisiana Tech starting Friday 
evening.

Team Leaderboard

1 San Jose State  +5

2 New Mexico State  +7    

3 Fresno State      +12

4 Idaho    +14

5 Hawaii     +26

6 Nevada   +29

7 Utah State    +31

8 Louisiana Tech    +33

Th e SJSU men’s golf team 
will have a two-stroke lead 
heading into the fi nal round at 
the Western Athletic Confer-
ence championship today, af-
ter erasing a three-shot defi cit 
to fi rst-round co-leaders Idaho 
and Fresno State yesterday.

Th e Spartans fi red a three-
over par 291 in the second 
round of the tournament to 
follow up their fi rst-round 
score of 290.

Senior Jay Myers led the 
way for the Spartans for the 
second straight day yesterday, 
shooting a one-under par 71, 
which left  him two shots back 
of the individual leader and in 
a tie for second place on the 
individual leaderboard aft er a 
fi rst round score of 69.

Supporting Myers’ stellar 
play for the second straight 
round was fellow senior Matt  
Hovan, who shot a one-over par 
73, putt ing him in fourth place 
on the individual leaderboard.

However, the biggest rea-
son for SJSU’s rise to fi rst 
place through two rounds was 
the consistent play of sopho-
more Justin Estrada and senior 
Christopher Lang.

Estrada, who shot a six-over 

par 78 in round one, rebound-
ed in round two by shooting a 
one-over par 73.  Lang did the 
same yesterday by rebounding 
from a seven-over 79 in round 
one to fi ring a two-over par 74 
yesterday.

Th e biggest turn of events 
for yesterday’s second round 
occurred on the 17th and 
18th holes when the Spartans 
played the fi nal two holes of 
the day in four-under par, 
while Fresno State played the 
same two holes in seven-over 
par.

It enabled SJSU to take a 
seven-stroke lead over the 
Bulldogs and a two-stroke lead 
over second place New Mexico 
State.

SJSU is 18 holes away from 
winning its fi rst conference 
championship since the Spar-
tans won the Big West cham-
pionship in 1985.

If the Spartans can hold on 
for the win today, it would be 
SJSU’s fi rst WAC champion-
ship in men’s golf history.

Information compiled from 

SJSU Athletics and Golfstat.com.

SJSU men’s golf team on brink 
of first-ever WAC championship

Staff Report

Spartans sweep season series of No. 8 Stanford Cardinal
by Christian Gin

Staff Writer

Spartans’ second baseman Jacob Valdez gets the out at second base but could not complete the 

double play in SJSU’s 8-5 win over Stanford yesterday. Photo by Derik Irvin / Spartan Daily

BASEBALL BY THE

NUMBERS
 - 7 pitchers

The Spartans used seven 

pitchers in their win over the 

Cardinal.

 - 5 hits
Stanford managed only five hits 

against SJSU pitching.

- 3 players
Rodriguez, Schulz and Gerlach 

each had two hits in the game. 

 - 2 players
SJSU had two pitchers with 

more than one inning pitched in 

yesterday’s win. 

“(Stanford) was 
ready with great 
players and great 
coaches. We got 
out of trouble 
when we needed 
to.”

– Sam Piraro, 
         head coach
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SpartaGuide        

Today
Drop-In Interviews: Coach is Hiring NOW
12 p.m. to 3 p.m.
Administration Building Room 154
Presented by the Career Center

Tomorrow
Peer Mentor Life Lessons Workshop
2 p.m. to 3 p.m.
Clark Hall, Room 100H
Presented by the Peer Mentor Center

Tres De Mayo Poolside Fiesta
5 p.m. to 9 p.m.
San Jose Athletic Club  — 196 N. Third St. 
Presented by the students of HRTM 140
Free admission for SJSU employees and SJ Athletic 
Club Members (Valid ID required)

Silicon Valley Leaders Symposium: Dr. Paul Jacobs
12 p.m. to 1 p.m.
Engineering Building Auditorium 189
Presented by SJSU’s College of Engineering
Speaker: Paul Jacobs, CEO of  Qualcomm, Inc.

Monday, May 7
Money Management & Cheap Thrills Workshop
12 p.m. to 1 p.m.
Clark Hall, Room 100H

Tuesday, May 8
Money Management & Cheap Thrills Workshop
2 p.m. to 3 p.m.
Clark Hall, Room 100H
Presented by the Peer Mentor Center

Volunteer Trip to Mexico
7:30 p.m.
Guadalupe Room-Student Union
Presented by International Youth Fellowship
Information sessions and workshops

SpartaGuide is provided to students, staff  and faculty, free of charge. Th e 
deadline to submit is at noon, three working days prior to desired publication 
date. Entry forms are available in Spartan Daily, DBH 209. Send emails to 
spartandailyeditorial@sjsumedia.com titled “SpartaGuide.” Space restrictions 
may require editing or exclusion of submissions. Entry is not guaranteed. 
Entries are printed in order of which they are received.

“Th is (Alternative Spring 
Break) trip is something we 
can’t aff ord right now,” Mar-
tinez said. “We have to put it 
on hold because it would cost 
almost $1,200 to have it.”

She said A.S. hopes to 
fi nd other grants and funds 
from other organizations to 
help support what is missing 
fi nancially for this fall.

“A.S. hopes to fi nd other 
partnerships and sponsor-
ships to collaborate with 
SJSU in order to keep vari-
ous programs and events we 
have,” Martinez said. “Th is 
would include MOSAIC, 
nonprofi t groups and the 
Acceleration program for sup-
port.”

In the future, the activity 
A.S. fee for students is expect-
ed to increase, according to 
Vargas.

She said this would be 
the fi rst time this fee has 
increased in 10 years.

“Th ese fee increases will 
not happen immediately,” Var-
gas said. “We hope to maintain 
consistency with our fees.”

Despite the budget cuts 
that will happen at A.S., the 
student organization will at-
tempt to keep majority of 
what they have right now for 
the future, according to Mar-
tinez.

“We hope to keep every-
thing we have so that it won’t 
aff ect changes for students,” 
Martinez said. “We will need 
to re-shift  the funds to impact 
the most number of students. 
Unfortunately, we will have 
to scale back on some events 
with the smaller funds.”

BUDGET: 
A.S. to 
see a 
slash in 
funding
FROM PAGE 1

Street, Interstate 280 and 16th 
Street, as reported on the UPD 
website.

Appointed drivers col-
laborate directly with police 
dispatchers to off er an alter-
native to walking between 
the hours of 7 p.m. and 1 a.m, 
according to the website.

Despite the fact that SJSU has 
resources that aim to preserve 
campus safety, many students 
are not aware of these programs, 
according to Laws.

“I believe there are lots of 
students who don’t even know 
(about these programs),” Laws 
said. “We’ve been parking the 
evening shutt le in the middle of 
campus with a sign for weeks 
now and some people walk 
right past it and don’t know 
what it is.”

Instead of squandering 
money on advertisements, UPD 
would rather spend money to 
provide offi  cers who patrol on 
campus and student assistance 
like public safety assistants and 
cadets, according to Laws.

In order to be cost eff ective 
and focus its eff orts on campus 
safety, UPD does litt le advertis-
ing of its programs, said Laws.

Public safety assistance is 
yet another function that SJSU 
employs in hopes of preserving 
a safe academic environment 
for students and staff  members, 
according to Laws.

Th e students that are em-
ployed as public safety as-
sistants work directly for the 
police department and are 
trained to use radios, perform 
escorts and fundamentally act 
as eyes and ears committ ed to 
campus safety, Laws said.

Public safety assistants re-
cently acted as security for 
rapper Drake’s “Club Paradise” 
tour in the Event Center on 
March 10.

According to Tull there was 
a lack of security at the concert.

“Th ere was no crowd con-
trol. Th ere was only student se-
curity,” Tull said. “When you’re 
at something as big as a Drake 
concert, you just don’t have 
students as security. You’re 
asking for trouble.”

She said she got trampled 
and pushed against the Event 
Center doors, which resulted in 
a broken foot.

“So SJSU needs to hire 
real security for events when 
they know it could get out of 
control,” Tull said.

Sara Abacherli, a third-
year justice studies major who 
works as a cadet for public 
safety assistant program, sug-
gests that students educate 
themselves on services SJSU 
off ers to its community.

“We have a lot of fl iers 
and signs up around campus,” 
Abacherli said. “Be aware of 
what the school is off ering and 
if you have a safety issue, just 
be aware of how we can help.”

According to Chong, distrib-
uting fl iers to students oft en 
leads to them merely throw-
ing away the information in a 
nearby trash can.

“I get paranoid hearing 
about the crimes that have 
been going on recently,” Chong 
said. “If we could get more po-
lice offi  cers monitoring around 
campus that would be good.”

As required by the Jeanne 
Clery Act, the university is 
expected to publish crimes 
such as murder, sexual-related 
off enses, robbery, aggravated 
assault, burglary, motor vehicle 
theft , manslaughter and arson.

According to UPD’s Annual 
Security and Fire Safety Report 
for 2008 to 2010, crimes on 
campus have not increased in 
recent years.

“For the most part, at least 
comparable to neighborhoods 
around us — campus is always 
very safe,” Laws said.

UPD persuades students as 
well as faculty to take steps to 
protect themselves and their 
property by benefi ting from 
the evening shutt le program, 
escort program, BlueLight 
Emergency Phones and simply 
practicing smart choices, Laws 
said.

“We can only provide as safe 
a campus as we can, and we re-
ally need the cooperation of the 
students in helping make their 
community safe,” Laws said.

SAFETY: 
Students 
unaware of 
programs
FROM PAGE 1

demonstrated to be eff ective,” 
she said.

In the third provost forum 
last Th ursday, Junn discussed 
the school’s budget and the 
academic aff airs instructional 
budget was explained.

Junn stressed that to prevent 
the CSU from receiving more 
budget cuts, the university 
should think of eff ective ways 
to cut back.

“I need you,” she said. “I 
desperately need you because 
we’re all in this together.”

She said there are 10 
principles in which we as a 

school can improve such as 
safety, quality of programs 
and enrollment management.

According to the provost 
forum, the school needs to cut 
about $16.5 million next year.

Junn asked the audience to 
think outside the box to create 
new ways to save the school 
money.

“I want you to stop think-
ing about the way we’ve al-
ways done things because we 
can not do those,” Junn said. 
“We are no longer funded to 
do those. So what are we do-
ing to think outside of the 
box?”

Saving the school money by 
off ering the global challenges 
course online was not an idea 
proposed in the forum.

Th e possibility that a pilot 
global challenges class will be 
off ered, that would fulfi ll one 
general education requirement, 
was discussed during the A.S. 
board meeting.

Around 1,000 freshmen and 
transfer students will have the 
option to take the class.

Th e possible pilot class would 
feature live web streaming with 
a professor, which would frame 
learning objectives regarding 
global challenges.

CLASSES: Examining cutbacks
FROM PAGE 1

White House expands Syria, Iran sanctions

WASHINGTON — Th e 
Obama administration on 
Tuesday granted the Trea-
sury Department authority 
to blacklist foreign nationals 
and companies that help Iran 
and Syria evade U.S. and 
international sanctions.

President Barack Obama 
signed an executive order and 
notifi ed congressional leaders 
that he had given Treasury 
expanded powers to thwart 
the evasion of U.S. sanctions. 
Th ese powers give the accused 
litt le chance of seeing the evi-
dence against them, but they 
don’t run afoul of constitu-
tional due-process rights since 
they apply to foreign entities.

“I have determined that ef-
forts by foreign persons to 
engage in activities intended 
to evade U.S. economic and fi -
nancial sanctions with respect 
to Iran and Syria undermine 
our eff orts,” the president said 
in a lett er to House Speaker 
John Boehner, R-Ohio, and 
Senate Majority Leader Harry 
Reid, D-Nev.

Th e administration hopes 
that the ever-tightening fi nan-
cial sanctions will force Iran to 
abandon its nuclear ambitions 
and the Syrian government to 
end its oppression of rebels 
who seek to oust it.

Th e new executive order 
allows Treasury to prohibit 
accused foreign nationals or 

companies from traveling to 
the United States and permits 
the agency to forbid U.S. com-
panies to deal with them.

Treasury and its Offi  ce 
of Foreign Assets Control 
already have similar powers to 
lock companies or individuals 
out of the U.S. banking sys-
tem, thus eff ectively shutt ing 
them out of the global system. 
Tuesday’s action was aimed 
at smaller companies that are 
helping Iran and Syria skirt 
the sanctions.

“Both countries are seek-
ing to use non-bank fi nancial 
institutions,” said a senior 
Treasury offi  cial, who briefed 
reporters on the condition of 
anonymity in order to speak 
freely. Th e offi  cial cited cur-
rency exchange houses or 
trading fi rms that don’t have 
a U.S. presence and fl y under 
the radar in assisting Iran and 
Syria.

Th e agency didn’t sanction 
anyone with the announce-
ment Tuesday.

“Th at will come in due 
course,” the offi  cial said. He 
added that foreign companies 
that are abett ing Syria and 
Iran are “put on clear notice 
that the United States govern-
ment has a new tool at its dis-
posal to disrupt that activity.”

Th e offi  cial described the 
new measure as “more nimble 
and agile.” He said it target-
ed entities that were “in the 
cracks out there, where they 
are not engaged in behavior 

that would rise to the level of 
a (prior) designation, but are 
not readily susceptible to an 
enforcement action …   because 
they have no U.S. presence.”

Tuesday’s announcement 
followed months of increasing 

fi nancial pressure on Iran, in-
cluding a move in March by the 
European Union to prevent doz-
ens of Iranian banks from ac-
cessing the international system 
through which banks transfer 
money electronically.

McClatchy Tribune
Wire Service

Celebrate your
Graduation

Loft strives to make your event

perfect in every way 

Terrific and Friendly atmosphere 

Thursday is college night 2-for-1 margaritas
 

90 South 2nd St. Downtown San Jose
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ATLANTA  —  He has a 
website, a blog, a YouTube 
channel and he’s on Twitt er, 
LinkedIn and Facebook.

If you want to know Univer-
sity of Georgia student Connor 
Nolte, 23, of Milton, Ga., take 
your pick. It’s all there for the 
world to see.

Done the right way, social 
media can be a boon for high 
school students and young 
adults like Nolte seeking a cov-
eted internship, employment 
in the tight job market or a slot 
in this fall’s freshman class.

But college admissions 
offi  cers and employment 
experts say it also can have the 
opposite eff ect.

Dan Rauzi, senior director 
of technology programs for 
the Atlanta-based Boys & Girls 
Clubs of America, said he has 
seen it happen.

Rauzi recalled a cautionary 
tale delivered by a Holland, 

Mich., senior at a recent youth 
conference. Aft er a run-in with 
a school offi  cial, the student 
went home and, in frustration, 
posted a note on his Facebook 
page asking, “do we now have 
permission to brutally murder 
(the principal)?”

Although the student was 
accepted into college, Rauzi 
said, he faced felony charges 
that were later dropped and 
was given in-school suspen-
sion, fi nes and community 
service.

Th e student told his audi-
ence it was “11 words that 
changed my whole life.”

“As a parent, especially of 
two Division I athletes, there’s 
a lot of fear about that in my 
household,” said Kurt Nolte, 
Connor’s father.

And for good reason. In 
addition to playing an ever-
increasing role in people’s per-
sonal and professional lives, 
social media use also is play-
ing a role in job and college 
application decisions.

It has become increas-
ingly common for employers 
to scour social media pro-
fi les to learn more about job 
candidates.

Almost one in fi ve people 
surveyed in the United States 
are going online to fi nd jobs, 
but many are nervous about 
potential fallout from personal 
content on social network-
ing sites, according to a 2011 
survey by global work force 
solutions leader Kelly Services.

And according to Jieun 
Choe, executive director of 
college admissions for Kaplan 
Test Prep, a 2011 Kaplan survey 
found that 24 percent of admis-
sions offi  cers checked appli-
cants’ Facebook or other social 
media pages  —  up from just 
10 percent in 2008. Of those, 12 
percent said they found some-
thing that negatively impacted 
an applicant.

Neither the University of 
Georgia nor Georgia Tech use 
social media to vet student 
applicants.

Students take advantage of 
global internship opportunities 

For students interested 
in gett ing work experience 
while staying in a foreign 
country, the SJSU chapter 
of Association for Interna-
tional Exchange Students in 
Economic and Commerce 
(AIESEC) provides a chance 
to get involved on a global 
scale.

Known to be the world’s 
largest student-run organiza-
tion, AIESEC accepts students 
from all majors to work in 
110 countries and territories, 
according to Cynthia Duong, 
vice president of outgoing ex-
change of AIESEC San Jose.

A sophomore graphic 
design major, Duong became 
involved with the program 
through a friend while be-
ing a part of Model United 
Nations.

“I haven’t decided which 
place I wanted to go to due to 
my position as vice president,” 
Duong said. “I would like to 
go to Mongolia or China since 
it would be a new experience.”

In order for students to 
be involved with the organi-
zation, they must pay a $75 
application fee to search the 
AIESEC database for intern-
ships and, if accepted, they 
have the choice of paying 
$425 for an unpaid internship 
or $675 for the paid intern-
ship, according to Duong.

Th e unpaid internship 
off ers free food, housing and 

transportation from other 
AIESEC members in addition 
to $40,000 travel insurance cov-
erage and 24-hour emergency 
contact, said Duong.

People who participate in 
the paid internship go from 
six weeks to 18 months and 
it’s rare for that type of work 
to give out free amenities, 
Duong said.

Regardless of what intern-
ship a student applies for, 
Duong said she believes the 
experience of being involved 
with AIESEC is important.

“AIESEC allows students 
to become global leaders and 
change- makers,” Duong said. 
“Our campus has a lot of po-
tential to be global and it’s 
the most aff ordable way to 
do it.”

Elizabeth Poche, a junior 
computer engineering ma-
jor, heard about the program 
through one of her friends and 
said she feels it would be a 
opportunity to participate.

“I wanted to travel and I 
thought it would be a good op-
portunity to do that and work 
at the same time,” Poche said.

Poche was also drawn to 
the aspect of visiting a for-
eign country and experiencing 
diff erent lifestyles.

“I want to have a bett er 
outlook on the world and see 
what life is like outside of the 
U.S.,” Poche said.

Katie Louey, a senior 
sociology major, serves as 
the local committ ee president 
for the San Jose chapter of 
AIESEC.

Louey traveled to Beijing 
in the Summer of 2010 to do 
volunteer work at an autis-
tic center for children with 
other members of the organi-
zation from countries such as 
Germany, France and Slovakia.

“Autism in China is not 
publicized and the parents are 
not too sure how to handle 
their children,” Louey said. 
“Th e teachers and AIESEC 
volunteers helped the kids 
learn basic skills.”

During her three-month 
stay in China, Louey felt a 
sense of culture clash with 
the native Chinese teachers 
and her Chinese-American 
background.

“Th e Chinese people have 
a lot of perceptions about 
Americans,” she said. “Th ey 
are not sure how to deal with 
someone who is of Chinese-
American descent since 
they’re not sure if I identi-
fi ed as being more Chinese or 
American.”

Despite the initial cultural 
contrast, the teachers and 
AIESEC volunteers got along 
towards the end of Louey’s 
duration in Beijing.

“From the trip, we real-
ized that we are the same and 
learned lessons on both ends,” 
Louey said.

Social media and its downfalls

Hillary Henson, left, a fourth-year biological science major, converses with Danielle Brown, right, a third-year 

international business major, as Brown looks at her Facebook page yesterday afternoon on Tower Lawn. 

Photo by Ron Gleeson / Spartan Daily

McClatchy Tribune
Wire Service

-Cynthia Duong, 
vice president of AIESEC 

San Jose

“ AIESEC allows 
students to 
become global 
leaders and 
change-makers.”

by Julie Tran
Staff Writer

AIESEC sends students 
around the world to 
become world leaders
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SACRAMENTO — Chipps 
Island is packed with stories.

Th e 1,000-acre tract in 
the Sacramento-San Joaquin 
Delta has been the stage for a 
variety of human scheming and 
struggling.

Legend has it the island once 
was owned by the Italian mafi a, 
where a spat between mobsters 
resulted in one being run over 
by a bulldozer.

Th e island was also, until 
1956, the terminus of a railroad 
that carried produce and people 
from Sacramento.

A ferry then fl oated whole 
train cars across the Sacramen-
to River to Pitt sburg in an era 
before big bridges.

If John Sweeney has his way, 
the next story will look more 
like the fi rst one, when Chipps 
was among hundreds of natural 
islands in the Delta and a vital 
nursery for fi sh.

Sweeney, managing partner 
of a duck-hunting club that 
owns most of the island, hopes 

to sell it in what may be the 
Delta’s biggest modern land 
rush: a stampede to buy land 
for fi sh habitat.

State and federal water 
agencies face a number of hard 
deadlines over the next seven 
years to restore at least 16,000 
acres of fi sh habitat.

Th at would seem a modest 
task, given that the Delta as a 
whole is 740,000 acres.

In fact, though, few parcels 
are suitable for the kind of hab-
itat required, given the unique 
needs of the Delta’s native fi sh.

As a result, land with the 
right characteristics may soon 
be in very high demand.

“It’s going to create a mas-
sive gold rush in the marsh,” 
Sweeney said. “No one out here 
who owns duck clubs knows 
what they are sitt ing on.”

Only time will tell if that 
proves true.

But one thing is sure: Th e 
scale of the restoration re-
quired, and the urgency to get 
it done, is unprecedented in 
the Delta.

Th ose involved will be at-
tempting to take entire agri-
cultural parcels — whether 
farms or duck clubs — and re-
engineer them to let the tide 
back in.

In the process, they will be 
reversing 150 years of labor and 
engineering that transformed 
the Delta into a farming mecca. 
Such restoration work has been 
talked about for decades, and a 
few small projects have been 
completed.

Now, federal fi shery agen-
cies have set fi rm targets, and 
the Endangered Species Act is 
their club.

Th e orders, known as bio-
logical opinions, require the 
state Department of Water 
Resources and U.S. Bureau of 
Reclamation to restore habitat 
to atone for killing fi sh and al-
tering habitat, an unavoidable 

side-eff ect of pumping millions 
of acre-feet of water from the 
Delta every year.

If the deadlines are not met, 
the water agencies will fi nd 
themselves in violation of the 
state and federal endangered 
species acts, and subject to wa-
ter cutbacks.

Th is would be costly and 
disruptive to the 25 million 
Californians who depend on 
Delta water.

Th e deadlines require 8,800 
acres of tidal habitat to be re-
stored by 2019 for Delta smelt 
and longfi n smelt.

Another 8,500 acres of fl ood-
plain habitat must be restored 
for salmon by 2016.

An equal amount must be 
restored aft er that, totaling at 
least 17,000 acres of fl oodplain.

In some cases, the agencies 
will be able to count the acres 
in one project toward all three 
species.

“I don’t think there’s been 
anything on this scale before,” 
said Dennis McEwan, a biolo-
gist employed by the state for 
25 years and now chief of the 
mitigation and restoration 
branch at the California De-
partment of Water Resources, 
one of the agencies bound by 
the restoration deadlines.

“It’s going to be huge what 
we do here,” McEwan said. “It 
is very, very significant in try-
ing to restore the ecological 
health of the Delta.”

The agencies have vowed 
to work only with willing 
sellers to find all the land 
they need.

Th e real challenge, however, 
will be fi nding willing sellers 
who have the right kind of land.

Th e Delta in which smelt 
and salmon evolved was origi-
nally a mostly tidal place.

Th ere were natural islands 
and even “levees” caused by 
natural sediment deposits, but 
they were small and routinely 
overfl owed during storms and 
high tides.

Th is constant washing of 
the land was a kind of natural 
farming that produced huge 
blooms of phytoplankton and 
zooplankton — small plants 
and animals in the water col-
umn that are the basics of fi sh 
food.

Tidelands were “the bread-
baskets of the Delta,” McEwan 
said.

Because the Delta was con-
verted to farms, it is now a 
very diff erent place. Levees re-
stricted water to narrow, fast-
moving channels.

Many of today’s islands 
have subsided 20 feet or more 
below sea level, a result of 
native peat soil decomposing 
over time.

As a result, many of these 
islands, even if fl ooded, would 
not make very good fi sh 
habitat.

Th e water would be too 
deep to allow tidal action. So as 
water offi  cials search for land 
to restore, the number one cri-
teria is elevation: Is the prop-
erty at the right elevation to be 
swept by the tides — both now 
and in the future as sea level 
changes?

Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta set for unprecedented restoration

John Sweeney heads up the gangplank to Chipps Island in the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta in Pittsburg, Calif. Sweeney and his partners 

recently offered Chipps Island for sale. The 1,000-acre island is at the confluence of the Sacramento and San Joaquin rivers. 

California’s major water providers face a federal deadline in 2019 to restore thousands of acres of fish habitat. 
Photo by Manny Crisosotomo / MCT

McClatchy Tribune
Wire Service

U.S. to review online marketing
of beer, hard liquor and wine   

WASHINGTON  —  Twit-
ter didn’t exist the last time 
the Federal Trade Commission 
examined alcohol advertising, 
back in the last decade.

Now hundreds of millions 
of tweets fl y daily across the 
micro-messaging site, includ-
ing an increasing number from 
wine, beer and liquor compa-
nies seeking market buzz. It’s 
part of a new media frontier, 
one that federal regulators are 
about to explore.

In an ambitious venture, the 
Federal Trade Commission is 
requiring 14 major alcoholic 
beverage producers to release 
information about their In-
ternet and digital marketing 
eff orts.

Th e parent companies for 
storied wineries including 
Kendall-Jackson, Robert Mon-
davi and Beaulieu Vineyard, as 
well as the likes of Anheuser-
Busch and Bacardi, are all being 
tapped for precious data likely 
to shape future advertising 
rules.

“Th e industry is innovat-
ing quickly,” David Jernigan, 
Johns Hopkins University pub-
lic health specialist, said in 
an interview Tuesday, while 
“the pace of regulation and 
monitoring” has lagged.

Director of the Center on 
Alcohol Marketing and Youth 
at the university’s Bloom-
berg School of Public Health, 
Jernigan said the new study 
“can shine a bright light” on 
industry marketing that’s rap-
idly evolving to exploit new 
technologies.

Once completed, probably 
next year, the study will guide 

Federal Trade Commission 
recommendations on how the 
alcohol industry should regulate 
itself both on- and offl  ine.

“We as an industry have al-
ways been upfront about our 
practices,” Larry Kass, director 
of corporate communications 
for the Kentucky-based Heaven 
Hill Distilleries, said Tuesday.

Th e last study of this kind, 
completed in 2008, compiled al-
cohol marketing data for 2005. 
Th at year, 42 percent of the 
surveyed companies’ $3.3 bil-
lion in marketing expenditures 
went for traditional media 
such as television, radio, print 
and outdoor billboards. Only 
1.9 percent covered Internet 
eff orts.

It was a diff erent time, 
though. In 2005, Twitt er was 
still months away from being 
launched. YouTube had just de-
buted, and Facebook was bare-
ly a year old. Since then, some 
companies have really bellied 
up to the social media bar.

“Th ey’re everywhere. 
Th ey’re blanketing online,” said 
Sarah Mart, research director 
for the San Rafael, Calif.-based 
group Alcohol Justice, an advo-
cacy group that criticizes what 
it calls the alcohol industry’s 
“negative practices.”

Th e makers of Southern 
Comfort, for one, several years 
ago diverted most of their mar-
keting eff orts to social media 
and away from traditional ad-
vertising. Bacardi, Jernigan’s 
research found, has at least sev-
en Facebook pages that togeth-
er claim some 1.7 million fans. 
Captain Morgan Rum promotes 
a video game app for iPhones.

“Fearless adventurers batt le 
friends and rivals in the true 
spirit of the legendary Captain 

McClatchy Tribune
Wire Service

-Dennis McEwan, 
California Department 

of Water Resources

“It’s going to be 
huge what we do 
here. It is very, 
very significant in 
trying to restore 
the ecological 
health of the 
Delta.”

Henry Morgan,” the game’s in-
troduction states, adding that 
one should “raise your glass, 
always in moderation.”

Other companies are still 
fi nding their virtual way.

Mike’s Hard Lemonade 
Co., for instance, is one of 
the fi rms being surveyed by 
the trade commission. But 
though it has had a Twitt er 
account for 13 months, the 
@mhl Twitt er address has 
trickled out only about 
140 tweets for a scant 77 
followers as of Tuesday.

Other companies, mean-
while, can sound so excruci-
atingly straight-arrow that 
boosting sales seems second-
ary to seeming responsible.

“Earth Week Tip,” the mak-
ers of Miller and Coors beers 
tweeted last month. “Bring 
your own bags to the grocery 
store.”

Th e trade commission’s mar-
keting survey went to some of 
the largest companies that rep-
resent myriad individual labels, 
such as Diageo PLC and the 
New York-based Constellation 
Brands. California-based E&J 
Gallo Winery, the world’s larg-
est family-owned winery, is not 
being surveyed.

Th e trade commission is lim-
ited in what it can do with the 
information it collects. Outside 
of regulating “unfair or mis-
leading” ads, Jernigan noted, 
the commission largely lets 
the industry set advertising 
guidelines.

Th e industry’s standard, 
for instance, is that at least 
70 percent of the audience for 
advertising consist of adults 
21 and older. Th is is stricter 
than it used to be, but not as 
strict as some would like.

The monthly evening event 
where adults 21 and older 
enjoy science, technology, 
entertainment, and cocktails 
together with their friends.

Each month provides an 
exclusive and fun setting 
of music, games, hands-on 
exhibits, and more.

For tickets call  
(408) 294-8324
or visit thetech.org

The Tech Museum
201 South Market Street
San Jose, CA 95113

Purchase a limited 
edition Gordon Biersch 
glass and receive 3 
complimentary full size 
beers.

Enjoy live music and 
dancing with Daze on 
the Green.

The Science of Suds – May 2!
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Complete the grid so 
that every row, column 
and 3 by 3 box contains 
every digit from 1 to 9 

inclusively.

Check back daily for 
new sudoku puzzles and 

solutions.
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Classifieds

DISCLAIMER
The Spartan Daily makes no 
claim for products or services 
advertised below nor is there 
any guarantee implied.  The 
classified columns of the 
Spartan Daily consist of 
paid advertising and offers 
are not approved or verified 
by the newspaper. Certain 
advertisements in these 
columns may refer the reader 
to specific telephone numbers 
or addresses for additional 
information.  Classified readers 
should be reminded that, when 
making these further contacts, 
they should require complete 
information before sending 
money for goods or services.  
In addition, readers should 
carefully investigate all firms 
offering employment listings or 
coupons for discount vacations 

or merchandise. 

Housing

Place your ads ONLINE 
at www.Spartandaily.com/

advertising

You can also place 
classifieds through the 

Spartan Daily Ad office. Call us at 
408.924.3270 or 

visit us in DBH 209.

How To

ACROSS
  1 Strange 

hoverers
  5 Thickly 

entangled, as 
hair

  11 Did some 
crunches?

  14 Craft project 
bonder

  15 Be in a sticky 
situation?

  16 “Friend” 
Courteney

  17  One place 
to drink on 
vacation

  19 “___ Tac 
Dough” (old 
game show)

 20 Only Super 
Bowl won by 
the New York 
Jets

 21  Escape 
clause

 23 Does a 
checkout 
chore

 26 The “p” in 
rpm

 27 Head hawk 
on Olympus

 28 Art that 
requires a 
folder

 30 Anti-seniors 
people

 32 One of the 
Bobbsey 
twins

 33 Assign to a 
role

 36 Software that 
includes  
accounting 
and inventory 
programs

 41 Monogram 
letter

 42 Hosp. hot 
spots

 44 Any Bryn 
Mawr grad

 47 Merchant 
ship fee

 50 You need a 
good deal 
here

 51  Response 
when some-
thing hits 
you?

 53 Vice ___ 
(conversely)

 54 Compliant
 57 “Culpa” 

preceder
 58 Python’s 

cousin
 59 Beverly 

Hilton 
amenity

 64 “Walk-___ 
welcome”

 65 Angora yield
 66 Devil’s forte
 67 Yes, on the 

briny
 68 Position on 

an issue
 69 Baseball 

stitches

DOWN
  1 Utterance of 

revulsion
  2 Andy Capp’s 

missus
  3 Under 

sedation
  4 Keeping com-

pany with
  5 A neighbor of 

Niger
  6 Unseemly 

fuss
  7 Greenland air 

base site
  8 Voice above 

a baritone
  9 “Cogito, ___ 

sum”
 10 Type of fly ball
 11  They’re seen 

in casts
 12  Lavatory 

fixture
 13  Glut
 18  “Friend” 

Kudrow
 22 Port-au-

Prince’s 
country

 23 Simba, to 
Mufasa

 24 “Hermit” 
crustacean

 25 Aboriginal 
Japanese

 26 (Var.)
 29 Obsessive 

enthusiasm
 30 Wedding 

pathway
 31  Up-to-date 

antelope?
 34 Tire-pressure 

abbr.
 35 Port near 

Kobe
 37 ___ Says 

(kids’ game)
 38 Place that 

could fit 
this puzzle’s 
theme

 39 Go like 
lightning

 40 10 million of 
them equal a 
joule

 43 Word in 
a classic 
Hemingway 
title

 44 “Lawrence 
of ___” (1962 
epic)

 45 Like some 
furniture 
polishes and 
custards

 46 Restlessness
 48 “Be it ___ so 

humble”
 49 Table 

extenders
51   Lei bestow-

er’s greeting
 52 “Masters of 

the Universe” 
fellow

 55 Weaponizes
 56 Start up, as a 

computer
 57 “A ___ 

formality”
 60 “Attack, dog!”
61  “Now ___ 

heard every-
thing!”

 62 Org. whose 
seal contains 
a bald eagle 
and a com-
pass

 63 Street “cre-
ated” by Wes 
Craven
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Bring any number of col-

lege students into a room, 

plop them down on a couch 

with Comedy Central’s 

“Workaholics” on the televi-

sion and leave the room — 

you are guaranteed to hear 

laughs penetrating through 

the walls.

Th e essence of college 

humor, a gut-busting blend 

of down-to-earth, yet bizarre 

personalities and inexplicable 

situations the characters fi nd 

themselves in create exactly 

that — something college stu-

dents can enjoy for hours on 

end.

Blake Anderson, Adam 

DeVine and Anders Holm 

form the trio that drives 

“Workaholics” through its 

quirky storyline, which the 

group says is signifi cantly 

based on their own experi-

ences.

“Some episodes have more 

improv than others, but you 

can’t improv a story,” DeVine 

said in a conference call with 

college media on Monday. “I 

would say 65 percent is writ-

ten beforehand and based on 

real events and the other 35 

percent is improvisational.”

Two seasons of “Worka-

holics” have aired in a year’s 

time and every episode seems 

as though the trio’s antics will 

never cease to become more 

and more far-fetched.

Without giving too much 

away from the fi rst two sea-

sons, episodes may include 

but are not limited to: Th e 

group eating psilocybin 

mushrooms and camping out 

in their offi  ce overnight, at-

tempting to catch an Internet 

child predator by posing as 

a fi ctional child and stealing 

a dragon statue because, as 

tax payers, they believe they 

are entitled to take the statue 

from a children’s park.

What excites me is the fact 

that the trio claimed this up-

coming season, which airs on 

May 29 at 10:30 p.m., is even 

more jam-packed with “crazy 

shenanigans.”

“Th is season we’re going 

to tackle some serious issues,” 

DeVine said. “Obesity, fi nding 

new drug dealers, doing hal-

lucinogenics on business trips 

… you know, stuff  the youth 

and young adults of America 

really want to know.”

Despite what Deine said, 

this hysterical trio rarely 

touches on solemn topics in-

stead mostly acts in outra-

geous ways — both on the 

screen and in their home, 

which is also the house in 

which the show is partly 

fi lmed.

Th is unnoticeable transi-

tion from the TV screen to 

real life, along with their 

bored-to-death jobs depicted 

in the show, are precisely why 

the group believes it has mil-

lions of viewers hooked on 

the show.

“Some network shows tend 

to be fake,” Anderson said. 

“Comedy Central lets us go 

for jokes we want — retain 

our own voices.”

Holm added that the chem-

istry between he, Anderson 

and DeVine is what makes 

the characters gel on the TV 

show.

“We are friends in real life. 

It’s cool for people to watch,” 

he said.

While the actors use their 

own experiences and stories 

as a basis for the show’s nar-

rative, they also admit that 

things can get a bit embel-

lished at times.

“(Th e characters) are based 

on exaggerated versions of 

ourselves — exaggerated to 

10 for comedic purposes,” 

DeVine said. “I’m dumber in 

real life than on the TV show.”

Holm said he is “hott er” in 

real life.

“You should see this guy’s 

cheek bones,” DeVine jokingly 

added.

Jokes aside — although ex-

tremely diffi  cult to do when 

discussing “Workaholics” — 

the group gave much of its 

credit to YouTube for helping 

launch their careers.

Before “Workaholics,” the 

trio, along with the show’s 

director Kyle Newacheck, 

created a sketch-based come-

dic series called “Mail Order 

Comedy” in 2006.

“We started making sketch-

es when YouTube came out — 

it helped us fi nd our comedic 

voice,” DeVine said. “We knew 

our style and what we were 

good at.

“It was practice for us to 

fi nd a voice for what we’re do-

ing now. Comedy Central saw 

us and gave us a shot.”

Holm echoed DeVine’s 

comment, with a twist.

“We owe it all to YouTube,” 

Holm said. “I’d like to thank 

my Mom and YouTube.”

Th e trio acknowledged that 

its recently acquired stardom 

is “awesome” and that each 

of the actors are improving 

when it comes to cracking up 

and leaving their roles as ac-

tors.

“I pretty much laugh all 

the time, but we’re actors and 

we have to try and not fuck 

up all the time,” Anderson 

said. “We try and hold it in 

(while filming), sometimes 

you see some lip quivers.”

DeVine added that this 

season will be even more 

bonkers now that they have 

become more comfortable 

acting in a nationally tele-

vised TV show.

“We are better at what we 

do,” DeVine said. “This sea-

son will be the funniest, most 

outrageous season we’ve 

filmed. We’re happy with 

where it is going.”

by Ron Gleeson
Executive Editor

After two seasons of hilarity, ‘Workaholics’ shouldn’t disappoint

Left to right: Anders Holm, Adam DeVine and Blake Anderson are the men responsible for the scripted comedy “Workaholics,” which is 

starting its third season at 10:30 p.m. on May 29. Photo courtesy of comedycentral.com

Left to right: Blake Anderson, Anders Holm and Adam DeVine star in 

the show “Workaholics”. Photo courtesy of comedycentral.com
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We have to fight hunger in this country

It seems a bit silly to say, but 
food and I have a very compli-
cated relationship.

Not to get a litt le too psy-
choanalytical, but it stems from 
my childhood.

As my column header so 
visually depicts, I was fortunate 
enough to grow up as a “small 
town girl” on 20 acres of farm-
land in the heart of the Sutt er 
Basin.

Although we weren’t farm-
ers, my family farmed about 
an acre of organic produce and 
sold it at the Davis Farmers 
Market on Saturdays.

It was a family aff air that 
spanned the entire year and ba-
sically my whole childhood.

In January, we would head 
to the nurseries to buy plants 
and seeds. Th en it was to the 
greenhouses we owned to grow 
our litt le plants.

In March, the tractor would 

come out and the fi elds would 
be plowed. Trekking in our 
rain boots and muddy jeans we 
would measure the rows, lay-
ing plastic irrigation lines and 
beginning the process of trans-
ferring our litt le seedlings into 
the ground.

Th en we would wait and 
weed and tie up tomato plants, 
watching as the once barren 
fi eld we plowed up just months 
before became a lush, sprawl-
ing expanse of green, leafy 
vegetables.

As the weather turned 
from balmy to beautiful, the 
zucchini ripened and the toma-
toes turned a brilliant crimson 
and so began our weekly Friday 
night harvesting festivals.

Mom, dad and all of us sisters 
would don our work clothes 
and stagger to the garden with 
colanders and boxes and steak 
knives in-hand, ready to pluck 
the produce from the vines.

While other kids were at 
the movies, I was harvesting 
cucumbers and packing straw-
berries into fl ats.

Not that I would have 
wanted to go out the night 

before, because on Saturdays 
we would be up before dawn 
packing the truck, unloading 
refrigerators and making sure 
the tables, baskets and signs 
were all packed away before 
we made the 45 minute drive 
to Davis.

We would set up, present-
ing our wares for the hungry 
patrons of the market.

Th e day would pass in a haze 
of weighing melons and egg-
plant and wandering through 
the market munching on fresh 
grapes, cherries and cheesecake 
brownies you would die for.

Contrast this experience 
with what the rest of my child-
hood was: We were poor. My 
father, a well-respected instru-
mentation engineer, was oft en 
out of work, mostly because his 
fi eld is quite small.

Th ere were years we spent 
eating macaroni and cheese, 
Bar-S Franks and chili and 
Walmart bread.

On one hand, we had the 
means and the resources 
to grow all of the amazing, 
healthy food right in our own 
backyard, literally. But the 

Earth can’t provide you with 
everything and oft en times 
meat was scarce.

As a result, when I began 
to work, and especially when 
I moved out, I’ve made eat-
ing and eating what I want, a 
priority.

But to make that a central 
part of my life, at 21-years-
old, is fairly atypical, and I 
think it’s not something that 
is unexpected from children 
who have grown up in rural 
communities.

According to Feeding Amer-
ica, a nonprofi t organization 
that coordinates a network of 
food banks and sponsors pro-
grams to help fi ght hunger in 
America, 14.7 percent of all 
homes in America, or 3 million 
rural households, are food inse-
cure.

It was not oft en that I went 
to bed hungry and I don’t want 
to misrepresent my situation, 
but I did see, going to a ru-
ral school, that hunger was a 
problem for our community.

When we held food pantries 
they were well-att ended.

But perhaps the most frus-

trating part of hunger in Amer-
ica is the shame associated with 
asking for help.

My parents tried to do ev-
erything right. Th ey are both 
educated, intelligent people 
who have worked hard in their 
lives, but hard times fall on all 
types of people of all races, 
creeds and colors.

It has been frustrating for 
my sisters and me to try and 
explain to those around us that 
poverty and hunger can aff ect 
all types of people.

Recently, billionaire War-
ren Buff ett ’s son, Howard Buf-
fett , announced the “Invest an 
Acre,” which he says will al-
low the 80,000 farmers who 
use processing plants run by 
Archer Daniels Midland to do-
nate the profi ts from at least an 
acre of their land.

Buff ett , one of the wealthi-
est men in America, acknowl-
edged he has never experienced 
hunger fi rsthand.

“I’ve never been hungry,” he 
stated in an interview. “What I 
can understand is the humilia-
tion, the frustration, even the 
embarrassment of some people 
who have to walk into a food 
bank for the fi rst time and ask 
for help.”

He’s only one man, granted 
one wealthy man, but I argue 
we need people like him to 
shine awareness on issues such 
as hunger in America.

It’s not a simple problem 
and it cannot be solved with a 
simple solution, but opening up 
a discourse in this country can 
help to decrease the 3 million 
households in America that 
experience hunger.

This column
appears

every other 
Wednesday

News presentation 
will have to adapt

I’ve heard it said recently 
that journalism is dead, or at 
least in the last stage of its 
vanishing existence.

Maybe this has some basis.
A 2010 Gallup poll showed 

a record number of partici-
pants had litt le-to-no trust 
in the media to report the 
news fully, accurately and 
fairly.

According to the American 
Society of News Editors, print 
newsrooms have lost 25 per-
cent of their full timers since 
2001.

Yet, entertainment news is 
actually growing. Entertain-
ment news websites traffi  c 
went up by 7 percent in 2009, 
according to a press release 

from comScore, a marketing 
intelligence company.

Clearly, people are fi nding 
the information they are inter-
ested in. One of the failures of 
modern journalism, it seems, 
is to provide people with 
content that they are inter-
ested in.

Many people observing 
the changes in modern jour-
nalism say that changing the 
platform to online, shift ing 
the way news is presented will 
engage audiences and revive 
readership.

While there is some va-
lidity to the fact that people 
pay more att ention to bett er 
constructed content, the fact 
is, if people think something 
is important, they will pay 
att ention to it.

Likewise, if someone does 
not care about a subject or 
an event at all, they will not 
watch, read or click on news 
about it, no matt er how it is 

presented. It is just another 
link they never clicked on, 
another channel scrolled over.

Th e real problem facing 
journalism is fi nding out what 
makes people — young people 
especially — engaged and in-
terested.

Clearly, young people are 
becoming increasingly discon-
tent with the way their soci-
ety operates, as demonstrated 
with the Occupy protests yes-
terday.

People are willing to get to-
gether to march, chant, protest 
and get tear-gassed without 
any real tangible goals. Th ey 
just want to get their voice 
heard because it so absent 
from all forms of mass media.

If all the people who report, 
edit, produce and distribute 
newspaper articles, online 
stories, radio and television 
programs are participants in 
a discourse, or conversation, 
about the nature of mass me-
dia and its role in society, one 
will notice that the voice of 
young people is absent from 
this discourse.

Even when young people 
do produce content, they gen-
erally produce content within 
an organization’s parameters 
and expectations.

In these instances, the or-
ganization exerts more of an 
infl uence on the content than 
the individual producing the 
content, since the people at 
the head of these organiza-
tions have essentially already 
decided how the work is to be 
done. If a young person wants 
to succeed in these fi elds, they 
must conform to the expecta-
tions of whatever organization 
they work for.

Reporters oft en do not 
even have the freedom to 
decide what to cover or how 
to cover it. Yet this is exactly 
the problem with journalism, 
the things young people really 
do care about are not being 
covered.

In fact, nobody really 
knows what engages young 
people in a way that makes 
them care and change their 
media consumption habits.

If we think of all the dif-
ferent journalistic content 
available (stories of violence, 
confl ict and sex, partisan pun-
ditry and documentation of 
institutional failure) as items 
on a menu prepared by some-
one else, the options are still 
limited.

People, particularly young 
people everywhere, can see 

the world around them crum-
bling. Yet there are no voices 
in the public discourse, in 
this fi eld of journalism, that 
provide a fulfi lling answer to 
those wondering what the fu-
ture holds.

Th e problem in journalism 
is that the same people are still 
in control of the conversation 
and no other voices are being 
heard, even though there is a 
growing sense that we are not 
gett ing the whole picture.

Regardless of whether you 
watch CNN, FOX, MSNBC 
or Current, they are all just 
diff erent fl avors of the same 
dish. Th ey all purport to just 
report the news, sometimes 
provide commentators and 
then let the viewer make up 
their own mind.

Journalists are still hiding 
behind a guise of neutrality 
when the world is crying out 
for someone to help them 
make sense of a dying world.

But this will change. And it 
will change in our lifetime.

Th e consumption of news, 
the way we learn about the 
world around us is not some-
thing that can simply stay 
dead. If a way of doing things 
is dying, it is also about to be 
reborn.
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May Day march advocating workers’ rights culminates at City Hall
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Demonstrators took to the 

streets yesterday to rally sup-

port for immigration reform 

and workers’ rights. Th e group 

of about 500 people began its 

march on Story Road and King 

Street in San Jose, and fi nished 

at City Hall.


