
Th e likelihood of the SJSU football 
team receiving a bowl bid was signifi -
cantly boosted Monday when San Di-
ego County Credit Union Poinsett ia 
Bowl offi  cials announced a contingen-
cy agreement signed with the Western 
Athletic Conference.

According to a news release by the 
credit union, the bowl game is sup-
posed to obtain the seventh-place team 
out of the Pac-10 conference, but will 
choose a WAC team should a Pac-10 
team not qualify for bowl eligibility. 

A Football Bowl Champion-
ship team must win at least six of its 
12 games, or seven if it plays a 
13-game schedule, to become eli-
gible to participate in a bowl game, 
said SJSU Sports Information Direc-
tor Lawrence Fan. 

Th e Poinsett ia Bowl is scheduled 
to be played on Dec. 23 at Qualcomm 
Stadium in San Diego, and will be 
televised on ESPN. Prior to the con-
tingency agreement, the second bowl 
selection from the Mountain West 
Conference was scheduled to face the 
seventh place Pac-10 team.

“It’s kind of obvious why the Poin-
sett ia Bowl would look to the WAC,” 
WAC Commissioner Karl Benson 
said. “Th ey can’t look to the Mountain 

Th e Paseo de Cesar Chavez was trans-
formed into the scene of a drunken driv-
ing accident Tuesday, with a mangled car 
pouring smoke and appearing to have 
crashed into a tree.

It was part of the Safety Fair, an event 
hosted by the University Police Depart-
ment every Fall semester that will continue 
today from 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

Philip Kearney, the event’s coordinator, 
said UPD set up other large equipment, 
such as a fi re truck with ladders and an 
ambulance, to help att ract students to the 
two-day event.

“It’s a good opportunity for (students) 
to get to know what services are available 

for them,” Kearney said, “also an opportu-
nity to let law enforcement and public ser-
vice to get safety information out.”

Th e event focused on drunken driv-
ing, sexual assault and crime prevention, 
Kearney said. 

Representatives from an estimated 15 
local, state and federal emergency service 
providers, such as the California Highway 
Patrol, YWCA of Silicon Valley and SJSU 
Wellness and Health Promotion, partici-
pated in the event.

Other than receiving information bro-
chures and talking to the representatives, 
some students gathered at the SJSU Well-
ness and Health Promotion booth to try 
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Hobert Burns, former academic 
vice president and interim president 
in 1969 and 1970, died at his home 
in Los Gatos on Oct. 14 aft er a short 
bout with cancer. He was 83. 

Burns — who was oft en called 
Bert — fi rst assumed the role aft er it 
was established in 1966 by then-Presi-
dent Robert Clark, said Jim Noah, the 
university’s former public relations 
director. Th e two fi rst met at Clark’s 
insistence.

“Bob Clark was very high on him,” 
Noah said. “He told me, ‘you bett er 
go have lunch and meet this guy, but 
he’s a litt le crusty.’”

Aft er working at the College of 
Education at Hofstra University for 
three years, Burns was invited to take 

over the position of academic vice 
president, the predecessor to the uni-
versity’s provost position today.

J. Benton White, the university’s 
former ombudsman and a chaplain at 
San Jose State when Burns fi rst arrived, 
fi rst met him aft er the summer session 
graduation ceremony in 1966. 

“He had given a speech, and rather 
than telling people that they were go-
ing to go out and be successes, he gave a 
speech about the gravity of the Vietnam 
War, which was not a terribly popular 
thing to do at the time,” White said.

Due to the power of the speech, 
White asked Burns for permission to 
circulate the speech to the faculty, and 
he agreed.

“It was kind of a way for people to 

Before working toward a journal-
ism degree at SJSU, Mark Katches 
wanted to become a sports writer.

Katches, now an assistant managing 
editor for the Milwaukee Journal Senti-
nel, said he eventually chose a more re-
warding route: investigative reporting.

“When somebody powerful is try-
ing to keep something secret or keep 
it from you, and you can expose that 
and hold them accountable and make 
a diff erence, that’s what true inves-
tigative reporting is,” Katches said. 

A crowd of about 40 students and 
faculty listened to Katches and three 
other investigative reporters Tuesday 
at a panel discussion called “Can In-
vestigative Reporting Save Democ-
racy?” in the University Room.

Each panelist provided exam-
ples of how his work has prompted 
changes in the actions of govern-
ments and authorities.

Bert Robinson, who worked on 
the 2006 San Jose Mercury News se-
ries “Tainted Trials, Stolen Justice,” 
talked about his reporting on juvenile 
dependency courts. 

Before his story was published, 
there were multiple fl aws in juvenile 
dependency courts, which included 
children’s absence in the court and a 
lack of communication between att or-
neys and their clients, Robinson said.

“As a result, families who want and 
deserve a second chance don’t ever 
get it,” Robinson said. 

Changes were made aft er the se-
ries was published.

“Since we published the series, 
kids in this county are in court 
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The History 
of LGBTQ 
Communities 
in San Jose
An exhibit of materials chronicling 
the LGBTQ communities in San 
Jose. Now through Dec. 7 during 
library hours.
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Library, 
Special Collections Lobby, 5th 
Floor. 
Contact Special Collections at 
Special.Collections@sjsu.edu

School of Library & 
Information 
Science Colloquium 
Series
David de Lorenzo, associate 
director at the Bancroft Library 
at UC Berkeley, will speak on 
“The Future of Special Collections 
Libraries in the 21st Century.” All 
are welcome to attend.
12 to 1 p.m. in Clark Hall, room 
322
Contact Marcia Laughrey at 
924-2490 or laughrey@slis.
sjsu.edu

Midweek Mix-up
Live music during lunch time 
featuring the funk/rock band 
Good Hustle.
12 p.m. in the Amphitheatre
Contact 924-6269 or events@
as.sjsu.edu

Counseling 
Services’ Gut 
Reaction Workshop
Coming to college will bring many 
questions that may not have just 
one answer. Knowing yourself is 
one important aspect of answer-
ing these questions. 
3 p.m. in Clark Hall, room 118
Contact Veronica Mendoza at 
veronica.mendoza@sjsu.edu

SJspirit Meeting
Learn about this progressive and 
fully inclusive Christian organiza-
tion on campus. 
5 p.m. at St. Paul’s church on the 
corner of 10th and San Salvador.
Contact Kelsey Mac at 
kelsey@sjspirit.org

Free LDS Religion 
Class for Everyone
Come join us at the San Jose 
Institute of Religion sponsored 
by the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints.
7 to 8 p.m. at 66 S. 7th St., 
adjacent to SJSU
Contact Brother Bohn at san-
joseca@ldsces.org, 286-3313 
or www.ldsces.org/sanjose

First in My Family 
to Go to College: 
Now What?
You are the fi rst in your family to 
go to college but now you need 
some help adjusting to the new 

environment. Come to this week’s 
workshop and learn about money 
management. 
6 to 7 p.m. in the MOSAIC Center
Contact Veronica Mendoza at 
veronica.mendoza@sjsu.edu

Student Showcase 
Hour
12:30 to 1:15 p.m. in the Music 
Building Concert Hall.
Contact Professor Joan 
Stubbe 924-4649.

The Rock
Are you a musician struggling in 
the midst of this business-esque 
atmosphere? Come to the Rock 
where you can fi nd musicians, 
play music and be heard.
4:30 – 6 p.m. in the Student 
Union, Montalvo Room.
Contact Jeremy Mallard at 
Maljeremy@gmail.com

Bible Study
Acts 2 Christian Fellowship 
has weekly Bible studies on 
Thursdays.
7 p.m. in the Student Union, 
Guadalupe Room. 
Contact Justin Foon at 
jfoon1@yahoo.com or (415) 
786-9873.

Sparta Guide is provided free of charge to students, faculty and staff members. The deadline for entries is noon, three working days 
before the desired publication date. Space restrictions may require editing of submission. Entries are printed in the order in which 
they are received. Submit entries online at thespartandaily.com or in writing at DBH 209.
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on “fatal vision goggles,” which 
simulate diff erent levels of 
intoxication. 

With instruction from the staff  
and police offi  cers, students wore 
the goggles and att empted to 
walk straight along the blue tape 
on the ground, as if they were do-
ing a line test that offi  cers would 
administer during a DUI check.

“I experienced what your 
vision is when you’re drunk,” 
said Celia Tarcha, a freshman 
biology major.

Hassan Awada, a senior ac-
counting major, said he saw two 
lines and was trying to balance 
himself.

“You think you can do things 
while you’re drunk, but you 
can’t,” Awada said.

Melissa Wong, an open uni-
versity health science student, 
said it is a good community event 
to get students involved with the 
issues that infl uence many peo-

ple and to get the fact straight in 
students’ mind.

According to a 2007 na-
tional survey by National Col-
lege Health Assessment, a ran-
dom sampling of SJSU students 
showed that 63 percent of stu-
dents have zero to three drinks 
when they partied, and 76 per-
cent of those students have desig-
nated drivers who did not drink.

“We want to let students know 
that it’s not the norm to be drink-
ing and driving,” said Jennifer 
Gacutan-Galang, Wellness and 
Health Promotion coordinator. 

Lizzy Olmstead, an assault 
prevention intervention specialist 
for the YWCA of Silicon Valley, 
said students can benefi t from the 
event because many of the orga-
nizations represented at the event 
work closely with one another.

Arianna Fota, a student assis-
tant at UPD and an undeclared 
sophomore, said many students 

have questions about what UPD 
actually does or think UPD offi  -
cers are not actual police offi  cers.

“It’s a good way for the police 
department to reach the stu-
dents,” Fota said, “make them-
selves more open and make a 
good face-to-face connection 
with the students.”

With resources and informa-
tion about diff erent aspects of 
personal safety in one location, 
UPD made the event as easy as 
possible to access by students, 
said Sgt. Jenny Pak.

It is unclear, however, whether 
the event has a direct correlation 
with an increase or decrease of 
on-campus crime rates, Pak said. 

Kearney said the event is 
slightly diff erent from year to 
year, depending on the availabil-
ity of agencies, budget and staff s. 

Th e FBI and Santa Clara Sher-
iff ’s Offi  ce were unable to att end 
this year, he said.

                    Students try on goggles that 
simulate intoxication and take sobriety test
SAFETY

BURNS
get to know who Bert was,” he 
said. “It was representative of the 
kind of integrity and moral cour-
age he had in diffi  cult times.”

Noah said Burns insisted on 
high academic standards. He 
made changes to the general edu-
cation plan at San Jose State that 
were eventually adopted by the 
whole CSU system. Both Noah 
and White credited him with add-
ing credibility to the university’s 
name change in the early 1970s.

“He really brought us from 
‘State College’ to ‘State Univer-
sity,’” Noah said. “We deserved 
that name of university before 
Bert retired.”

Noah said Burns viewed San 
Jose State as more than just a col-
lege when he fi rst started here.

“Whenever he talked, he 
never called (SJSU) the college, 
he was always called it the acad-
emy,” he added, indicating the 
reference to ancient Greece.

White also noted the work-
ing relationship between both 
Burns and Clark. He said the two 
thought alike and had the same 
moral code. 

“It was probably the best team 
I’ve ever seen between an academ-
ic vice president and a president at 
any university,” White said.

Th e two remained friends un-
til Clark’s death in 2005, White 
said. He, Noah and White were all 
representatives for SJSU at Clark’s 
memorial in Eugene, Ore.

Burns briefl y served as a uni-
versity president twice — for a 
year at San Jose State from 1969 
and 1970, and again at the end of 

his career at Sonoma State Uni-
versity in 1984.

His term as president at San 
Jose State occurred during one 
of the most tumultuous eras in 
American history, White said. 
While San Jose State was more 
peaceful than other universities 
in the Bay Area, it was his con-
tact with and his respect for the 
student leadership at San Jose 
State that kept the campus rela-
tively peaceful.

“(Th e student leadership) 
knew that they could talk to him, 
and they knew that he was acces-
sible,” White said. “Th ey knew 
that when they were in the right, 
he would stand on their side.”

Burns always taught a class 
each semester, Noah said, and he 
was a teacher before he was an 
administrator.

Noah said Burns was also fa-
mous among the university’s ad-
ministrators for his memos, both 
the positive and the scathing ones.

“He could really write some 
memos that would bite your 
head off ,” Noah said. “He would 
sit down and type these memos 
himself, and almost everyone in 
administration caught one from 
him at some point.”

Th e memos weren’t the work 
of a secretary. Burns insisted on 
typing them himself, Noah said.

He served as a deep-sea diver 
in the Coast Guard during in 
the 1940s, clearing mines from 
the harbors so ships could pass. 
He won the Navy Cross for his 
work, Noah said.

“When I asked him about it, 

he said, ‘Aw, I was just a dumb 
kid,’” Noah said.

Aft er his retirement in 1984, 
his daughter Janifer Burns said 
her father found more time for a 
passion he and his wife shared — 
golf. She said he picked up golf 
while he was att ending Stanford 
in the 1950s.

“I once went on a trip with 
him last summer, and every time 
we drove by a golf course, they 
would always talk about this hole, 
and that hole, and remember 
when that fox came,” she said.

Although she said she played 
against him a few times, Janifer 
said she is not the golfer he was.

Noah said he and Burns kept 
up a friendship aft er both retired.

“He and I usually had break-
fast about every two or three 
weeks together and solved all the 
problems of the world,” he said.

He was a member of the Old 
Fogey’s Club, Noah said, a group 
of retired faculty and adminis-
trators from SJSU who gather 
monthly for breakfast. When he 
found out he was dying earlier 
this year, Noah said, he came to 
the meeting anyways.

In recent years, according to 
a statement by the university, 
Burns and his wife Patricia jointly 
funded an annuity that provided 
the initial funding for the Special 
Collections Endowment.

Burns is survived by his wife 
and his children Janifer, Charlie 
and Carol. A memorial service 
will be held Sunday at 2 p.m. 
in the Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. Library.
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Blue skies and cool tem-
peratures greeted the Spartan 
baseball team in San Fran-
cisco’s China Basin neighbor-
hood.

Th e  team had the privilege 
of playing an intrasquad game 
Monday at the San Francisco 
Giants’ home fi eld, AT&T 
Park. Th e ballpark has been 
made open this week to the 
six Division-I baseball pro-
grams in the Bay Area.   

“Th ere is not a bett er ball-
park in the big leagues, in my 
opinion,” said Tom Kunis, 
SJSU associate head coach. 

Kunis also said the team 
was aff orded the opportunity 
by the Giants’ general man-
ager Brian Sabean. 

Th e blue team defeated the 
gold team, 5-0. Th e game was 
highlighted in the seventh in-
ning with a solo home run by 
John Shaff er. With two outs, 
the senior infi elder cranked 
one over the 339-foot left  
fi eld wall. 

“It was a dream come 
true,” Shaff er said. “I put a 
good swing on one. I’ve al-
ways dreamed of playing on 
the fi eld. I’ve been a Giants 
fan all my life.” 

Th e nine-inning scrim-
mage was a chance for the 
team to get in some practice 
before the season. Th e game 
was properly offi  ciated with 
umpires at their designated 
positions. Kunis gave hand 
signals for what pitches to 
throw and assistant coach 
Jeff  Pritchard positioned 
himself as third base coach 
for the game.

Head coach Sam Piraro 
moved his players around, 
making sure everyone got 
their chance to play. He said 
he has high hopes for the 
team and its progress this up-
coming season.

“We were a very young 
team last year,” Piraro said. 
“My expectations for the 
team are much higher. Ex-
perience is a very important 
thing in baseball, and these 
guys have experience.”

Piraro also mentioned the 
grueling work that the team 
has put into this off  season. 

“We’ve been in the weight 
room at 5:30 in the morn-
ing, three, four days a week,” 
Piraro said. “We engaged 
in a fi ve-week plyometric 
program, which we were 
trying to enhance our speed 
and quickness.”

Senior Scott  Sobczak was 
the starting pitcher for the 
blue team.

“It’s fun to come play in an 
atmosphere like this,” Sobc-
zak said. “It was the fi rst time 
these pitchers got to throw 
in the fall competitively, so it 
was important for us to get 
out on the right foot.””

Right-hander Sobczak al-
lowed three hits and struck 
out two batt ers in the three 
innings he pitched. Senior 
left -hander David Berner fol-
lowed Sobczak by giving up 
just one hit over the 10 batt ers 
he faced.  

Off ensively for the blue 
team, sophomore center 
fi elder Jason Martin had three 
singles.

In addition to Shaff er’s 
home run blast, he also fi n-
ished with a double in the 
fi ft h inning that added up to 
two runs and two RBIs. 

Junior left -hander Max 
Peterson started for the gold 
team and allowed one run 
on three hits and two walks. 
Senior right-handers Ryan 
Shopshire and Anthony Vega 
and sophomore right-hander 
Ryan Vander Tuig each threw 
two innings. 

Th e team will play Nov. 2 
for the alumni game. 
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SJSU baseball team takes 
over AT&T Park for a day

Spartan volleyballSpartan volleyball
keeps it close earlykeeps it close early
but falls to Broncosbut falls to Broncos

“We probably played a good 
set and a quarter, out of those 
four.” 

Th is was SJSU women’s vol-
leyball head coach Oscar Cre-
spo’s breakdown of his team’s 
four-set loss against the 23rd-
ranked, nonconference rival San-
ta Clara Broncos on Tuesday.

Th e fi rst match started out 
tight, but with the score tied 
4-4, SJSU reeled off  four unan-
swered points. 

Santa Clara head coach Jon 
Wallace responded by calling 
what he hoped would be a mo-
mentum-breaking timeout. 

Th e timeout seemed to work, 
and with good blocking and by 
reducing the mistakes they had 
made earlier in the match, the 
Broncos were able to once again 
tie the score at 12-12. 

“Th e fi rst game we played to-
gether, we weren’t everywhere,” 
said Nia Freeman, a senior middle 
blocker and right side. “We were 
all in the system. We were able to 
control the ball, and our serve re-
ceive was a whole lot bett er.” 

And the Spartans did play 
much bett er, eventually build-
ing another four-point lead.

But just as they had done 

before, the Broncos came back 
and tied it. Th e score was knot-
ted at 18-18. 

Th e rest of the set was close, 
but SJSU built a two-point lead 
that stuck until, at 24-22, the set 
ended the same way it began – 
with a kill by senior outside hit-
ter Kelly Crow. 

“Th e fi rst set, I think that we 
kind of took them off  guard,” 
said Kylie Miraldi, a freshman 

middle blocker. “I don’t think 
they expected to lose. I don’t 
think they expected us to come 
out like we did, and then they re-
alized they had to work harder.” 

Th e opening set was the “good 
set” Crespo referenced. Th e fol-
lowing set was defi nitely not. 

In the second set, the Spartans 
ended up losing 25-13. But even 
worse, in that loss they set a de-
structive patt ern of falling behind 
early. Th e next three sets were all 
started with 10-5 SJSU defi cits. 

“I think it was two things,” 
said Kylie Miraldi, a freshman 
middle blocker. “We let off  the 

thrott le and they also picked 
it up. I think that they came in 
thinking that they could walk all 
over us, but we came out and we 
didn’t fi ght as hard as we could 
have and should have.” 

In the third set, when the 
score once again had SJSU in 
an early fi ve-point hole, Cre-
spo once again called a timeout 
to try to focus his players. Th is 
time it worked.

“Th ere was a feeling of dis-
connect from some of the play-
ers on the court,” Crespo said. 
“We needed to fi nd our groove 
back and I asked each one of 
them to challenge themselves 
individually to produce and put 
a bigger eff ort out on the court.” 

Th e Spartans fought back 
for the rest of the set, match-
ing the Broncos intensity, and 
slowly cut the Bronco lead down 
to two when Miraldi’s kill made 
it 21-19. But the taller and more 
experienced Broncos scored 

four of the next fi ve points and 
took the set 25-20. 

“Tonight was probably one of 
the very fi rst nights, actually this 
year, that it actually felt that we 
had some players involved and 
others that were perhaps strug-
gling through and didn’t know 
how to work through it,” Crespo 
said. “So, for us I think that was 
a critical situation.” 

Th e fi nal set had the Spartans 
fi ghting off  another early Bron-
cos lead for the third time of the 
night. Yet again they came up 
a few points short. Despite be-
ing down 17-10 at one point, 
SJSU was able to make it 24-22 
with serve in hand. Th is was the 
quarter of a set of good play that 
Crespo had referenced. 

Unfortunately, the Spartans’ 
early mistakes ended up catching 
up with them. Th e early lead in 
the fourth set was just too large. 

“Th ey’re excited about the 
competition and they step up 
to it, and learning to do it all the 
time is the next step,” Crespo 
said. “Th ey did it tonight for a 
game and a quarter.”

Th e team resumes confer-
ence play on Friday with a trip 
to ninth-ranked Hawaii. 

CHRIS CURRY
Staff Writer

WILLIAM COOLEY / Spartan Daily
LEFT: Senior outside hitter Kelly Crow (left) and junior libero Kristal Tsukano (right) jump to 

block an incoming hit during the Spartans’ loss to Santa Clara on Tuesday. 

ABOVE: Spartan head coach Oscar Crespo watches from the sideline during the fourth and 

fi nal set of SJSU’s loss to Santa Clara at Spartan Gym.

“We let off the throttle and they also 
picked it up.”

KYLIE MIRALDI
freshman middle blocker
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 Classifieds
HOUSING

SJSU INTERNATIONAL HOUSE 
* One block from campus
* US and International Students
* Safe, Friendly, Homelike
* Intercultural Experience
* Wireless Internet Access
* Computer Lab/ Study Room
* Student Kitchen
* Assigned Parking (fees)
* One semester contract
Apply now! 360 S. 11th Street, 
924-6570 or sjsu.edu/ihouse 

EMPLOYMENT

ALMADEN VALLEY ATHLETIC 
CLUB seeking professional, self-
motivated and energetic individu-
als who demonstrate excellence in 
customer service for the following 
positions: member services desk, 
cafe service, personal trainer, swim 
teacher, child care provider, tennis 
instructor. Please forward your re-
sume to Stephanie at smudgett@
avac.us. 

UNDERCOVER 
SHOPPERS

Earn up to $70 per day. Undercover 
Shoppers needed to judge retail 
and dining establishments. EXP. 
Not RE. CALL 800-722-4791

DAYCARE TEACH-
ERS AND AIDES

Action Day Primary Plus seek-
ing Infant, Toddler, and Preschool 
Teachers and Aides. F/ T and P/ 
T positions available. Substitute 
positions are also available that 
offer flexible hours. ECE units are 
required for teacher positions but 
not req. for Aide and Day Care po-
sitions. Excellent opportunity for 
Child Development majors. Please 
call Shawna for an interview at 247-
6972 or fax resume to 248-7350.

STUDENT WORK-GREAT PAY IF 
YOU CAN CUT IT
*PART-TIME OPENINGS
*$17.70 BASE-appt.
 Vector, the compay for students, 
has part-time openings available 
for customer sales/ service. The 
positions offer numerous unique 
benefits for students:
*HIGH STARTING PAY
*FLEXIBLE SCHEDULES
*Internships possible
*All majors may apply
 *Scholarships awarded annually 
*Some conditions apply
*No experience needed
*Training provided
 Earn income and gain experience! 
Watch for us on-campus throughout 
the semester, or CALL 866-1100 
9am-5pm. www.workforstudents.
com/ sjsu 

SPERM DONORS NEEDED Earn 
up to $1200/month. California 
Cryobank is seeking healthy males 
for its sperm donor program. Apply 
online at www.spermbank.com 

AFTER 
SCHOOL 

TEACHERS
K-8th private school seeks respon-
sible individuals for extended day-
care, P/ T in the afternoon (2:30-
6pm M-F). No ECE units required. 
Previous experience with children 
a must. Please call 248-2464. 
(408)244-1968 (408)244-1968

EARN EXTRA MONEY 
Students needed ASAP
Earn up to $150 per day being a 
mystery shopper
No Experience Required
Call 1-800-722-4791 

SERVICES

FIXLAPTOP.COM BUY SELL 
REPAIR Laptop & Parts Repair 
PC Data Recovery Remove Vi-
rus Rental Trade Laptop & Parts 
(408)469-5999 

CLASSIFIED AD RATE INFORMATION

Each line averages 25 spaces.  Each letter, number, punctuation mark, and space is formatted into an ad line.  

The first line will be set in bold type and upper case for no extra charge up to 20 spaces.  

A minimum of three lines is required. 
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West (to fi ll the spot) because 
the Mountain West is already 
in the game. Th e likelihood of 
another conference having an 
at-large team is a risk.”

“I think it’s a real plus for the 
conference,” SJSU head coach 
Dick Tomey said.

It’s possible one of the WAC 
teams may be from California, 
Benson added, which creates re-
gional appeal to the game. 

Th e contract for the agree-
ment with the WAC has been 
signed for the next two years, 
the news release stated.

Pac-10’s Washington State 
has already been eliminated 
from bowl contention, as it holds 
a 1-7 record with fi ve games re-
maining on its schedule. 

“I’m doubtful,” Tomey said on 
whether seven Pac-10 teams will 
become bowl-eligible. It’s more 
likely that only fi ve or six will be 
eligible this year, he added.

Prior to the agreement made 
between the credit union and 
the WAC, the Humanitarian 
Bowl, the Hawaii Bowl and the 
New Mexico Bowl were the 
only three guaranteed bowl 

spots for members of the con-
ference, Benson said. 

“Right now we’re trying to 
compete for the conference 
championship,” Tomey said. “If 
there comes a time where we 
can no longer compete for the 
championship, we will compete 
for a bowl game.” 

It is possible, however, for 
Boise State, a WAC team, to 
play in a Bowl Champion-
ship Series game, Benson said, 
which could create a fourth 
or fi ft h bowl berth for the 
conference. 

“Th ey certainly are in posi-
tion today to be undefeated,” 
he said. “Th ey have six games 
remaining and one very diffi  cult 
game coming up against San 
Jose (State).”

It is not common for mem-
bers of the WAC to play in BCS 
games, Fan said. 

“WAC members have been 
fortunate to participate in the 
last two years,” he said, refer-
ring to Boise State’s appear-
ance in the 2007 Fiesta Bowl 
and Hawaii’s appearance in the 
2008 Sugar Bowl.

Bid for WAC teams relies on Pac-10 performanceBOWL REPORTING

regularly,” he said. “In this coun-
ty, a new courthouse is being 
built for dependency cases.

“We stood for some of the most 
vulnerable kids in this county. I 
think we made their lives bett er.”

SJSU alumnus David Willman 
talked about his investigative re-
port on the construction of small 
subway tunnels in Los Angeles.

“Th e subways that were sup-
posed to be at minimum 12 
inches of thickness in concrete 
due to earthquake engineering 
concerns in Southern California 
were down to as low as four-and-
three-quarter inches.”

Aft er these fi ndings, the tun-
nels were retrofi tt ed at the expense 
of the contractors, Willman said.

“Th ere is no greater gratifi ca-
tion that you can have than go-
ing to subway tunnels that are 
supposed to be closed between 
midnight and fi ve in the morning, 
and they got full crews retrofi tt ing 
these tunnels, and you know none 
of it would have ever happened 
without what you brought out in 
the newspaper,” Willman said. 

Lance Williams’ most crown-
ing achievement was his book 
“Game of Shadows,” which he 
co-wrote with Mark Fainaru-
Wada. Th e book gave evidence 
about the BALCO scandal and 
Barry Bonds’ use of steroids. 

When the book was released, 

Williams was almost sent to prison 
for refusing to reveal his sources. 

Despite this, Williams never 
gave up his sources, and encour-
aged fellow reporters to never 
give in when governments pres-
sure them to leak their sources.

“We need to make it tough on 
these guys who want to break the 
First Amendment,” Williams said.

Junior journalism major Alex 
Spicer said he was surprised at 
the magnitude of the work each 
reporter has done. 

“I didn’t know these guys were 
working on cases like BALCO, 
which was interesting,” Spicer 
said. “It was also interesting to 
see their responses to the fate of 
reporting today in light of all the 
cutbacks today.”

A question that was brought 
up by the panelists was whether 
investigative reporting would 
survive past the recent decline of 
newspaper journalism.

Although the entire panel 
agreed that investigative report-
ing was not at risk, junior broad-
cast journalism major Haley 
Harms said she was skeptical of 
the future of newspapers.

“I thought that it made me not 
want to become a reporter and 
go more into web design,” Harms 
said. “Th e future is more online, 
so it made me want to learn more 
about multimedia.”

CAMPUSIMAGESIMAGES

Senior Danny Owens and Sophomore Faris Jarrak, both classical music performance majors, 
play “When the Saints Go Marching In,” in an attempt to drown out the words of a street preacher who identifi ed himself as 
Bill. The trombonists drew applause from passers-by and the ire of Bill and his group, Cry to God, as they played in front of 
Starbucks on Paseo de San Antonio on Oct. 13. The scene attracted the attention of fi ve policemen, one of whom informed 
the musicians that they could continue playing if they didn’t violate a city noise ordinance.

Bert Robinson, assistant managing 
editor of the San Jose Mercury News, takes questions during an 
investigative reporting panel in the University Room on Tuesday.

WILLIAM COOLEY / Spartan Daily

MIKE ANDERSON / Spartan Daily
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Spartan Daily QUOTE OF THE DAY
“I believe that you can hold two 
thoughts simultaneously. 
You can hold the thought that 
(Sarah Palin is) an extraordinary 
woman. She has an incredible 
set of skills, personal skills that 
are really apparent in how she 
connects with people and her 
life story. But that doesn’t 
mean that she and John 
McCain should lead our 
country, for a million reasons 
that I think people understand.”
HILLARY CLINTON
The Democratic senator 
told ABC News. 

Fractures and boo-boos and lots of good 
tumbles, drinking and driving and choking on 
gumbo, back-breaking surgery fi lls me with 
glee, these are a few of my favorite things. 

Well, not exactly. At least not to the aver-
age citizen. I fi nd it much funnier when pro-
fessional athletes fall victim to unfortunate 
and monotonous accidents. You know, falling 
down a fl ight of stairs, DUI, the usual. What 
I really get a kick out of is when athletes take 
the unexpected dive.

Th e NFL, MLB and NBA contracts signed 
by players forbid them to embrace dangerous 
activities outside an athlete’s respected sport. 
For as long as teams have expressed concern 
for their athletes, the over-appreciated super-
stars just do not seem to get it.

In 2006, Ben Roethlisberger survived a 
near-death experience aft er he crashed his 
motorcycle. Although he suff ered a broken 
jaw and nose from the incident, do not feel 
bad for him at all. Professor Dumbass was not 
even wearing a helmet.

Th e NBA’s second overall pick in 2002, 
Jason Williams, suff ered multiple injuries, 
including a fractured pelvis and a torn ACL, 
when he crashed his motorcycle. His injuries 
were so severe that amputation to one of his 
legs was a possibility. Like Roethlisberger, he 
was also not wearing a helmet at the time of 
the accident. Unfortunate, yes. But not exact-
ly the smartest move to make aft er signing an 
$11 million, three-year deal.

Don’t worry. Most of the injuries were 
more of a light-hearted matt er. Do you re-
member Jeff  Kent? You know, the Benedict 
Arnold who decided to go down south to play 
for the enemy (the Dodgers). Well, back in 
2002, Kent missed the beginning of the sea-

son due to a broken wrist. He claims to have 
suff ered the injury while washing his truck. 
Yeah, like we believed that one, Jeff .

Th en there is MLB stalwart Marty Cordo-
va. Th is guy bought himself some time on the 
disabled list in 2002 aft er gett ing a burn at a 
tanning salon. Brilliant. Detroit Tigers closer 
Joel Zumaya sat out three games in 2006 aft er 
he strained his throwing arm playing “Gui-
tar Hero” on Playstation 2. What a great way 
to unwind.

Th e latest to take a spill has been Monta 
Ellis. He recently tore a deltoid ligament in his 
left  ankle aft er falling off  a moving mo-ped. 
All of this just aft er signing a six-year, $66 mil-
lion deal in July, which clearly prohibited such 
an activity under chapter 12 of the NBA’s uni-
form player contract. He is not the fi rst player 
in the NBA to disobey the contract. In the 
2007-2008 season, Vladamir Radmonovic 
was fi ned $500,000 by his team for separating 
his shoulder while snowboarding, an activity 
in which he was forbidden to partake. 

Now, I know it is not easy to avoid freak ac-
cidents. Some of them are bound to happen. 
But you have to wonder where to draw the line 
between the unmerited and the boneheaded. 
My advice to athletes around the world is this: 
Th ink twice. If it is even remotely dangerous, 
it probably is not the best activity for you 
to do. You could play Scrabble — just don’t 
choke on any of the lett ers.

Peter Hironaka is a Spartan Daily staff writer.

PETER
HIRONAKA

Some girls claim that their shit 
don’t stink. I’m here to say not only 
does it stink, but there is a percent-
age of us who remain unaware of 
how to fl ush it down the toilet. 

Don’t believe me? Walk into 
women’s restrooms. Th ey are some 
of the most heinous, grotesque and 
downright foul places in which I 
have ever stepped foot. Ever. 

Th is might come as a shock to 
our male counterparts because we 
look and smell clean, but left  to our 
own devices, women can be quite 
disgusting.

Choosing a restroom is a dan-
gerous game of roulett e. Who 
knows the horror that lurks behind 
each stall?

It could be urine on the toilet 
seat, used seat covers and toilet pa-
per litt ering the fl oor or unfl ushed 
waste. And if a menstruating wom-
an used the toilet before you, well, 
I’ll just leave it at that.

I wish I could say this is a rare 
occurrence, something that only 
happens in bathrooms at gas sta-
tions or fast food restaurants, but 
that would be a lie.

I once walked into a women’s 
restroom at a Los Angeles mall and 
feces were smeared on the wall. Af-
ter puking a litt le bit in my mouth, 
all I could think about was, “What 

would possess someone to smear 
feces on the wall?”

And the restrooms on cam-
pus are not much bett er, and this 
worries me. How are we, college-
educated women, still confused 
about the basic mechanics of a toi-
let? How are we to survive in the 
workplace?

Actually, scratch that, because 
even in the workplace I fi nd un-
fl ushed presents waiting for me in 
the toilet. 

And the disgustingness of wom-
en isn’t confi ned to the toilet stall. 

Washing your hands is the next 
challenge because there always 
seems to be a pool of water on the 
counter. So your choice is sett ing 
your purse or backpack in a puddle 
of water or on the dirty bathroom 
fl oor. Personally, I hold my belong-

ings between my legs and then 
waddle my way to the paper towels 
to dry my hands.

Which brings me to my next 
question: At the end of the day, 
why is there always a small collec-

tion of used paper towels on the 
fl oor lying right next to the trash 
can? Th e trash can is right there. 
Just fi nish the job.

Even though women’s restrooms 
are disgusting, it couldn’t be worse 
than the men’s restroom, right?

Well, out of desperation, I once 
ducked into a men’s restroom to 
use its toilet and I expected to 
be horrifi ed by puddles of urine 
on the fl oor and the stench of 
body odor. 

Instead, it was clean. Like, spar-
kling clean. I’m sure this isn’t an 
accurate assessment of every men’s 
restroom across the land, but I’m 
convinced they have us beat in the 
cleanliness department.

And even though I piss and 
moan about the unpleasantness 
associated with using a dirty rest-
room, the real loser is the person 
who has to clean this mess up. 

Th e restroom cleaning crew-
members are not our mothers. 
Th ey shouldn’t have to mop urine 
off  the fl oor, scrub puke from the 
toilet or scrap feces off  the wall.

I wouldn’t want to scrub dis-
gusting toilets for a living, and 
I doubt you would either.

So ladies, next time you enter 
a women’s restroom, please be 
courteous. Just walk in, do your 
business, fl ush the toilet and 
clean up aft er yourselves. It’s not 
rocket science.

ANDREA
FRAINIER

Completely stupid things athletes do 
that get them hurt and on the bench 

I skipped over to City Hall. I was in 
a good mood. I had just registered to 
vote and aft er I bought my downtown 
parking permit, I would have no more 
bills to pay for at least two days.

But sadly, City Hall was aware of my 
euphoria and ready to crush my spirit 
with the weight of bureaucracy. 

I walked through the glass doors of 
this fairly new building that screamed 
effi  ciency, but whispered, “but not for 
you.” And I was hit with a wall of sage, 
which I think is the new beige.

A plasma screen told fellow citizens 
what was going on and a soft  female 
voice randomly came over the P.A. 
saying that everything would be OK. 
Well, that’s not what she said. She was 

usually looking for someone, but I felt 
that the subliminal message was that 
everything was fi ne.

For some reason, City Hall feels 
like some futuristic bus station. I could 
imagine the soft -voiced woman tel-
ling everyone the next train was ar-
riving: “Southbound bullet train with 
a fi nal destination of hell with stop-
overs in purgatory and limbo leaves in 
fi ve minutes.”

Crap, that’s my train.
Anyway, there was no line for turn-

ing in my parking pass, and aft er about 
three minutes, I was approved to park 
three blocks from where I live. 

But I had to go to a completely dif-
ferent line to pay for my sparkly park-
ing pass — the cashier line.

Now, this was a line. It snaked past 
the cubicles and into an open area. 
Finally, I felt like I was in a building 
staff ed by public servants.

For this gargantuan line there was 
one harried-looking man trying to ap-

pease everyone. Sadly, judging from 
the growing volume level of the woman 
at his window, he wasn’t accomplishing 
this goal.

But still I was in a prett y good 
mood, just growing increasingly bored. 

Th ankfully, the woman in front of me 
talked for a good 20 minutes about 
diff erent friends of hers and how they 
were horrible people. She then went 
into great detail about their faults, their 
horrible style (this from a woman in 
an orange-and-yellow-striped, blue 
turtleneck) and about how her friend 
Mandy (names have been changed to 

protect the badly dressed) was prett y 
but not really prett y.

Th e harried man was still with the 
loud woman, 15 minutes had gone by 
and the friendly city workers behind  
lineless windows I swear were laughing 
at us in line.

Another fi ve minutes crawled by. I 
started imagining my escape route in 
case there was some catastrophe I kind 
of wished would have occurred.

Aft er staring at the harried public 
servant, I realized that there was a good 
chance he had a slight case of OCD. All 
of the objects on his desk were precise-
ly lined up, and with this information, 
I started plott ing my revenge. I had big 
plans to move around all of his stuff  
once I made my way to his window.

I fi nally got to the front of the line, 
my pett y revenge in the forefront of my 
thoughts, when a woman sat down in 
the seat next to my nemesis and said, 
“Next please.”

Oh hell no, I waited in that long ass 

line so that I could mess with this man, 
and she would not take away my one 
litt le shining light of joy.

“Next please.”
Damn it, could I play off  the deaf 

thing?
I felt a tap on my shoulder; I turned 

and glared at the impatient soul behind 
me who also let me know there was a 
window open.

I moped over to the lady who had 
foiled my plans, hating her for making 
the line go faster. But, City Hall beat me 
again because this was obviously her 
fi rst time at this window as my quick 
transaction took another 10 minutes as 
she asked everyone around her how to 
take my money for my parking permit.

I guess you really can’t fi ght City Hall.

Although, he suffered 
a broken jaw and nose 
from the incident, do not 
feel bad for him at all. 
Professor Dumbass was not 
even wearing a helmet.

“Chronicling Mediocrity” appears 

every Wednesday. Colleen Watson 

is the Spartan Daily opinion editor.

COLLEEN
WATSON

CHRONICLING 
MEDIOCRITY

Public servants and their ability to drive anyone totally battyPublic servants and their ability to drive anyone totally batty

After puking a little 
bit in my mouth, 
all I could think 
about was, “What 
would possess 
someone to smear 
feces on the wall?”

Andrea Frainier is a Spartan Daily 

staff writer.

The secret stench that lurks 
behind the bathroom door

Southbound bullet train 
with a fi nal destination 
of hell with stopovers 
in purgatory and limbo 
leaves in fi ve minutes.
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SJSU’s Choral Department 
will commence its 2008-2009 
season this Friday with “Path-
ways,” a musical tour of classic 
and modern works.

Th e university’s three choirs, 
the Concert Choir, Women’s 
Chorus and the Chamber Sing-
ers, will perform under the di-
rection of the new choir director 
Amanda Quist, who joined the 
School of Music and Dance this 
year. 

“We’re excited,” said Mary 
Maassen, the manager of the 
choral offi  ce. “Choir music is 
so cool when you hear mul-
tiple parts. It really is an awe-
some thing.”

“Pathways” will be the de-
but performance of the newly 
formed Chamber Singers, an 
advanced ensemble performing 
choral music.

Years ago, SJSU had an 
award-winning elite choir called 
the Choraliers led by Char-
lene Archibeque, Maassen said. 
When Archibeque retired, the 
Choraliers disbanded. 

With the loss of an elite choir 
and a choral director, the school 
set out to look for a permanent 
choir director.  Aft er two years 
of interim directors, the school 
fi lled that void this semester 
with Quist, the director of cho-
ral activities. 

“(Quist) wanted to revive the 
idea to have an elite choir,” Maas-
sen said. “It’s a big tradition to 
live up to, but Doctor Amanda 
Quist is ready to give us an elite 
group again.”

Quist has taught at the high 
school and university levels in 
Michigan and at the univer-
sity level in Texas while earning 
her doctorate. She said she has 
planned four concerts through-
out the season in addition to a 
spring tour. She said she hopes to 
have the choirs become more in-
volved at state- and national-level 
conventions. 

Her fi rst goal was to form an 
elite choir. Th e result is the new-

ly formed Chamber Singers, a 
32-member choir. In addition to 
the Chamber Singers, Quist di-
rects the Concert Choir, a group 
80 singers, and the Women’s 
Chorus, a group of 30 singers. 

One of the challenges Quist 
faces as the new director is the 
department’s slashed budget. 

“Our expenses are up 
and our funding is not,” 
Maassen said. 

Maassen said every year, the 
department’s budget becomes 
smaller and ticket sales for the 
concerts are a way to recoup 
the cost. 

Quist said the department 
has lost ensembles and scaled 
back on rehearsals to compen-
sate for the lack of funding. 
She also said it was challenging 
to fi nd venues with adequate 
acoustics and paid musicians to 
accompany the performances.

“Th e hope is that we can pay 
expenses and also fund scholar-
ships,” Maassen said. 

Quist said she encourages all 
SJSU students to participate in 
the choir. 

According to the School of 
Music and Dance’s Web site, all 
ensembles are on an audition 
basis and open to all majors. 
According to a concert fl ier, 
Friday night’s concert opens 
with the Concert Choir’s per-
formance of “Erschallet, ihr 
Lieder,” a famous Bach cantata 
movement writt en early in his 
career, followed by “Libera 
Me” by Hungarian composer 
Lajos Bardos. 

Th e Chamber Singers will 
perform pieces by Tudor com-
posers Tallis and Phillips, as 
well as modern works writ-
ten and arranged by composer 
Joseph Jennings. Th e concert 
also includes a performance 
by the Women’s Chorus and 
will close with rhythmic mu-
sic from Latvia, Venezuela 
and America.

“Pathways” takes place on 
Friday at 7:30 p.m. at Campbell 
United Methodist Church, lo-
cated at 1675 Winchester Blvd.
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Last night, I decided to ven-
ture off  and have my own ver-
sion of Monday happy hour 
(and no, I am not a lush for 
drinking at the beginning of 
the week). 

I met up with a few friends at 
BJ’s Restaurant and Brewery for 
some appetizers and decided to 
have something to drink to cure 
my parchedness.

With the election coming up, 
and waiting until the last pos-
sible day to exercise my 19th 
Amendment right, I decided, in 
honor of the ideologies of pa-
triotism, I would hit the bar and 
justify my alcohol consumption 
with an adult beverage named 
aft er Sen. Barack Obama.

 Th is drink has all the great 
ingredients for a terrifi c, fruity-
tasting, tropical-like cocktail. 
A Washington Post article de-

scribed it as a “sweet nod to 
Obama’s childhood home of 
Hawaii.” I would agree with that 
because the mix of cranberry, or-
ange and pineapple juices mixed 
with Malibu Caribbean rum and 
Grey Goose L’Orange fl avored 
vodka creates a lovely liquid 
concoction for the palett e.

When all mixed together, the 
Obama-rama has a similar color 
to a yellow traffi  c light. It’s served 
in a short glass fi lled with ice. Its 
fl avor isn’t overpowering, but my 
only form of constructive criti-
cism would be to maybe add a 
maraschino cherry or pineapple 
wedge for more color.

BJ’s environment is not quite 
like a time share in Hawaii, but 
it did not ruin my fi rst encounter 
with this taste of tropical heaven. 
My waitress was helpful in my 
quest to fulfi ll my election ’08 
cocktail needs. I would defi nitely 
go back to have this drink.

Th is drink ended up being 
quite popular at my table, so I 
chose to be nice, share the wealth 
and sip, sip, pass it with a friend. 
If my funds weren’t low, I prob-
ably would have broke down and 
bought another one.

I’m glad I decided to toast 
to my voter registration with 
this not too strong yet very fl a-
vorful drink that only set me 
back $6.25.

Obama says he stands for 
change and progress. So, if you 
need a bit of change in your usu-
al drink order, I suggest you elect 
to try an Obama-rama.

BJ’S RESTAURANT BJ’S RESTAURANT 
AND BREWERYAND BREWERY 
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Do you 
have any 

story 
ideas?

Tell us about them at
www.theSpartanDaily.com

CONCERT PREVIEW: ‘PATHWAYS’CONCERT PREVIEW: ‘PATHWAYS’
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Students put their songbooks in order before practice on 

Tuesday. 
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Yes, the Obama-rama can (take you 
to the tropics and make you drunk)

Director Amanda Quist brings her students to a cadence. 

From left to right: Daniel Byers, Harlan Otter and 

Eric Medeiros practice in the Music Building for 

their recital on Friday night.

The university’s choirs show off their vocal prowessThe university’s choirs show off their vocal prowess


