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Remembering 1941
Honoring the 1941 San Jose State football
team’s incredible trip to Hawaii 75 years ago

Members of the 1941 San Jose State football team wave goodbye to their families and friends as they head to Oahu, Hawaii to play
the University of Hawaii in the final game of the regular season. Photo: Press Democrat
FROM DECEMBER 10, 1941 SPARTAN DAILY

THE MISTRY SPOT

Understanding the events that
Golden Raiders
transcended history in 1941
STRANDED FOOTBALLERS STILL
UNREPORTED IN HAWAIIAN ISLANDS
KAVIN MISTRY
It began as a boat ride to Hawaii to
play football. It ended with a fight to
save lives.
On Dec. 7, 1941, news broke that
there had been an attack on Pearl
Harbor in Oahu, Hawaii. The Spartan
Daily covered the attack with all the
information they could gather, but
nobody had any connection with the
players on the San Jose State football

who were there to play the University
of Hawaii.
“No word has been received late last
night of the San Jose State College
football team in Honolulu, Hawaii.
College officials gave no indication
of immediate concern over the team
although the Islands are now a scene
of international conflict,” said in an
excerpt from the Spartan Daily story
on Dec. 8, 1941.
But what many people do not know
is what the Spartan athletes did after
the attacks. Many were told to help out
the police with all the people who were
affected by the bombing and helping
security on the island.
Seven athletes stayed on the Islands
after the team came back home— a
month after the bombing.

With all the lines of communication
cut from the Hawaiian Islands to
the United States, no word has been
heard of the San Jose State college
football team stranded in Honolulu since the first bombing of the
Islands Sunday.
It has been rumored that the team is
safe and has been assigned to police
duty in downtown areas of Honolulu.
No reports could be confirmed.
Included in the party which left San
Francisco for the Islands on November 27 are Coach Ben Winkelman,
Football Manager “Scrappy Squatrito,

Head Yell Leader Tom Taylor. Mrs. Ed
Wenberg, Lt. Dorsey, Bob McGaveren
and football players Bill Donnelly, Ed
Wenberg, Gene Kasparovitch.
Jack Gavlin, Bob Hamill, Gray McConnell, John Brown, Walt Meyer,
Ken Stanger, Don Allen, Hans
Weidenhoffer, Ken Baily, Charles
Cook, Wilbur Wool, Aubrey Minter,
Bert Robinson, Bill Rhyne, George
Foote, Paul Tognetti, Jack Lecari,
Frank Minnini, Fred Lindsey, Allen
Hardisty, Chet Carsten and Verne
Cartwright.

SEE FULL FEATURE ON PAGE 3
SEE REVIEW PAGE 5

SJSU converses for social justice
BY DIANA SAN
STAFF WRITER

KOREAN BBQ
SEE RECAP PAGE 10

SJSU HOCKEY

JUAN

Students and staff gathered
at the MOSAIC Cross
Cultural Center Wednesday
to engage in conversation
about police brutality and
its impact on social justice.
Run by the Emilie
Rodriguez, MOSAIC cross
cultural center’s diversity
advocate intern, psychology
junior, the workshop gave
participants the opportunity
to come together and share
personal
experiences,
thoughts and strategies on

how to deal with injustices
within San Jose State.
“Social justice is not
just a colored person’s
problem,” Rodriguez said.
“It’s everyone’s, I feel
like everyone needs to
come together and stand
in solidarity and have an
understanding of what’s
going on.”
Within the first five
minutes of the workshop,
seven regulations were
projected onto the screen
that focused on making
sure the room was a safe
place for all. Among

them were “respect,” “ask
questions before making
assumptions,” “Need a
minute? Take a minute”
and “what happens here
stays here.”
Rodriguez stood in the
front of the room directing
the conversation and for
the icebreaker, she asked
the participants to pair up
with the person next to
them and discuss what their
experience with the police
has been. Moments later,
everyone was able to debrief

See

FRUITVALE page 4

` LIT.
ITS

RAYMOND BALTAZAR | SPARTAN DAILY
JP Sanchez, junior world history major, speaks his mind
on the topic of Asians-Americans for Black Lives Matter.

SEE TOGETHER PAGE 4
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MENTAL HEALTH

PHONY PHONE CALLS

National Depression Screening
Day comes to San Jose State

IRS scam victim speaks
out to help students

BY TAYLOR JONES
STAFF WRITER
Back in October of 1990, Douglas Jacob,
M.D. started to screen people for depression.
Just like how some are screened for diseases
like cancer, the depression screening was a
fast and useful way to start helping those
who suffered from depression and anxiety.
Today, San Jose State University, along with
many other schools across the country, take
mental health into great consideration and
offer up resources and events to students
who are affected by these challenges.
Through the beginning of the National
Depression Screening Day, Douglas Jacob
wanted to help people with any form of the
disorder, whether it be small or full fledged.
“For people that have depression or have
previously struggled with depression, it
brings awareness to the issues they face
and aims to reduce the stigma surrounding
mental health,” said Sue Thorn, director
of marketing and communications for the
Screening for Mental Health website.
According to the National Screening
website, the patron will give their occupation
and where he or she lives and goes to school
(if applicable). They then will be asked a
number of questions ranging from how they
are feeling that day to if they are abusing
substances. The screening gives awareness
to the taker. By taking the screening test,
he or she gets more understanding of where
their depression, anxiety or other challenge
stems from and where they can receive help
if it is severe.
There are no online screening tests
available for San Jose State students, but
events revolved around mental health and oncampus therapy that is free for all students.
Because Oct. 6 is National Depression
Screening Day, San Jose State’s Peer

Health Educators hosted an event the day
before titled ‘Creating a Thousand Lights.’.
Participants lit candles in honor of those
who were affected by suicide, trauma or
who have mental health issues. The event
helps those who suffer from depression and
anxiety and shows them that the campus
community supports and loves them.
“Our role in this event is facilitating for
volunteers and training beforehand so that
they understand how to approach individuals
and what they should be saying” said Daniel
Garcia, a senior justice studies student who
also serves as the violence prevention lead
for PHE.
The school has resources meant for people
with depression and anxiety. There is a
school therapist, crisis counseling and selfhelp groups that are all free for students.
“Active Minds brings mental health
awareness to the campus and lets people
know that it is okay to talk about mental
health,” said Andre Wong, a junior
psychology student and member of the
Active Minds chapter at San Jose State. “
We give out resources about counselors and
whatever people need to know more about
mental health.”
According to Thorn, depression and
anxiety are mental health challenges that
affect a number of people. Through events
that focus on mental health issues, people
who suffer from depression and anxiety are
reminded of the resources that are available
for them.
“The best thing people can do is to reach
out to someone they are concerned about,”
Thorn said. “Let them know that you care
and you are available to listen but also
encourage them to seek professional help.”

Follow Taylor on Twitter
@tayj95_jones

If you or anyone is suffering from depression or anxiety, never hesitate to contact these services:

-National Suicide Prevention Line: 1-800-273-8255
-National Crisis Text Line: Text START to 741741

BY JASON DUNHAM
STAFF WRITER

Receiving
mysterious
phone calls demanding
money are not what
many students want to
experience—particularly if
the caller claims to be from
the government.
A recent graduate of the
advertising program at San
Jose State University, Mia
Guevarra, recently found
herself faced with this
scenario after she received
multiple calls in succession
from a Palo Alto number
and decided to answer.
The man on the other line
claimed to be from the FBI
and told her that she had
three warrants out for her
arrest for failing to file and
pay student loan tax forms
with the IRS the caller also
told her that her degree
would be suspended until
this was fixed.
When she asked for
further details, the man
told her that she can do it
the legal way or pay off the
money owed and receive a
reimbursement check for 90
percent of what was paid on
a later date.
When she asked if she
could consult her parents
on the subject the man told
her that more people should
not be involved and that it
would make the situation
even more complicated and
interrupt their process.
She reluctantly agreed
to the second option of
immediately paying off the
money owed.
Next, the man on the
phone instructed her to
remain on the line and
travel to a variety of retail
stores to obtain what he
called “purchase vouchers”
essentially gift cards for
places such as itunes and
target. He claimed the
money paid needed to not
be tied to a bank account.
Guevarra spent her entire
day from around 8:30
a.m. to 6 p.m. going from
store to store buying these
“purchase vouchers.” When
her personal funds began

The IRS will not ...
Call to demand immediate payment
using a specific payment method such as a
prepaid debit card, gift card or wire transfer.
Generally, the IRS will first mail you a bill if
you owe taxes.
Threaten to immediately bring in local police
or other law-enforcement groups to have you
arrested for not paying.
Demand that you pay taxes without giving
you the opportunity to question or appeal the
amount they say you owe.
Ask for credit or debit cards over the phone.

to dwindle he instructed her
to open store credit cards at
target, walmart and bestbuy
so she could continue to buy
the gift cards to pay.
“The entire time I had
inklings that there was
something wrong” Guevarra
said. “But I just kinda went
through with it because I didn’t
want anything bad to my name
like debt, especially when the
government was involved.”
By the time the call was over
Guevarra had lost thousands
of dollars. To make matters
worse neither her bank nor
the retail establishments
offering the credit cards
were able to help. When she
contacted the bank she was
told that it was her fault
since she willing purchased
the gift cards and gave the
codes over the phone.
Guevarra
hopes
to
spread the word about her
story in order to prevent it
from happening to others
in the future.
“I have gone to the police
and asked them how often
this is happening and they
told me everyday” Guevarra
said. “To think that this
is happening every day to
millions across the country,
these people are good at
what they are doing.”
IRS phone scams are not
something new but have
increased efforts during
the last few months. In
September another student,
a Freshman at the Virginia
Tech University lost $1,762
to a similar IRS scammer
who told her she owed on
taxes for school.

Another
example,
according to an article in
the Star-Telegram citizens
of Fort Worth Texas have
given over $73,000 to IRS
scammers in 2016 alone.
These are just a few of the
many examples of people
being faced with these
scammers since the month
of August alone. Guevarra
believes students are a prime
target for the scammers due
to parent assistance and a
lack of knowledge involving
loans, scholarships and taxes.
“I have received these
types of calls before”
said SJSU sophomore
engineering major Edmund
Gan. “But never mutiple
times in a row and they have
always just been robotic
messages telling me to call
back, I never gave them any
thought due to the vagueness
of the recordings.”
The IRS itself has provided
a list of information and
tips for dealing with these
scammers on their website.
“Normally if someone
calls claiming to be the IRS
almost all the time it will
be a hoax, but just to double
check you can ask for the
person’s badge number,
not give any information
to that person and then
contact the IRS at (800)
366-4484 and give them
the badge number” said
SJSU taxation professor
Joel Busch. “If in fact the
person is an IRS employee,
they will call you back.”

Follow Jason on Twitter
@judgmented1

Follow us on Twitter
@spartandaily

Thursday, October 6, 2016

REMEMBERING PEARL HARBOR
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
The backstory
Nov. 27, 1941, the team left on a voyage to the
island of Oahu to play Hawaii in the final two
games of the regular season.
The trip to Hawaii for the Spartans was a rather
extravagant one, they ate well, partied and enjoyed
good company.
“We see a movie everyday, dance every night, lie
on a deck chair and watch the water, read and play
slot machines,” said Tommy Taylor in a letter given
to the Spartan Daily in 1941. “We all admit that
never in our lives have we had meals to compare
with the ones on board ship. Fried chicken, steaks,
fish, capon, squab with all the trimmings and
double orders if we wanted them.”
On the morning of the attacks, just 12 miles from
the hotel the Spartans stayed at in Honolulu, the
attacks on Pearl Harbor began.
The team was eating breakfast outside of their
hotel when the attacks began at 8 a.m.
“We didn’t know that there were Japanese planes
flying around. We didn’t know what that meant,”
said Jack Lecari in an interview with Brodie
Brazil. “Nobody said ‘we are at war now.’”
Lecari described the attacks as a surreal
experience and there was so much uncertainty
and confusion.
“When are we going to get the hell out of here,”
Lecari said. “We are just a bunch of kids, the only
adult here was the coach.”

The team spent a total of 28 days on the island
before they came home. The voyage home was a
rough one. The team had to travel in the bottom
level of the boat, below sea level with the possibility
of being attacked on the way back.
“Parents of members of the San Jose State college
football team were officially notified yesterday
that their sons were safe. Athletic Director ‘Tiny’
Hartranft received a cablegram from Coach Ben
Winkelman early Wednesday morning saying that
they were safe,” reported Peggy Richter, a writer
for the Spartan Daily on the Dec. 11, 2016.

2016 Spartans discuss 75-year-old tragedy

“

When are we
going to get the
hell out of here?
We are just a bunch
of kids. The only
adult here was the
coach.

“It is really important that the players really
appreciate what those veterans did,” said head
coach Ron Caragher. “I have been there to the
site of The Arizona and it was very humbling to
experience the sacrifices that our veterans made.”
Caragher said he enjoyed being able to see
and appreciate what the former Spartan football
players were able to do to help out the people of
Hawaii in their time of need.
“It stands out to me that the football team was
serving our country,” said Spartan linebacker
Mark Amann.
This weekend the Spartans will take on the
Hawaii Rainbow Warriors, almost three after the
harrowing journey the team took to Oahu.

“

HAWAII

Jack Lecari
Former Spartan football player
in 1941

Follow Kavin on Twitter
@kavinm95

SJSU Spartans stranded in Hawaii,
call audible, help disaster survivors
BY VICENTE SERNA-ESTRADA
STAFF WRITER
About 75 years ago the San Jose State College
football team travelled to Honolulu, Hawaii for a
game against the University of Hawaii but were left
stranded after the attack on Pearl Harbor.
On Dec. 7, 1941, the SJSC football team witnessed
the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor.
“Planes were diving. We could see the battleship
Oklahoma capsizing. It was horrible,” said Wellington
“Gray” McConnell, a SJSC football player, to the San
Jose Mercury News in 1991.
All transportation and connections were cut with
the islands leaving the football team with no way to
get back to California.
“Transportation became a premium for the military
so these poor guys were kind of left there,” said Eric
Narveson, SJSU history instructor. “Now you’re in
a state of war, sorry a passenger ship is now going
to become a troop ship. We’re not going to haul a
football team back.”
The physical location of the University of Hawaii
oversees pearl harbor. “These guys had to have
witnessed the attack from their dormitories or
wherever they were staying near the University of
Hawaii,” Narveson said.
The Spartan Daily reported on December 8, 1941
that no contact had been made to the team and all radio
contact had been suspended. Glen “Tiny” Hartranft,
college director of athletics at the time had stated that
they expected the team to return as scheduled.
“My guess is the ship that they took was probably
commandeered by the military and was used to

transport out to the Philippines and out to South
Pacific as soon as possible with troops and supplies
so their ship was just gone so they couldn’t get home,”
Narveson said.
SJSU history instructor, Eric Narveson, said
that telephone and telegram contact might have
worked to make contact with the team, but with the
circumstances, all attention was focused on avoiding
an invasion.
On Dec 9, 1941, the Spartan Daily stated there were
rumors the football team had been put to work for the
police department.
The football team worked with local police and
military and were put in charge of protecting the city
water supply and enforcing the city blackout.
“What are you going to do? You’re a young man in
great shape and here’s this attack right in front of your
face, yeah I’d go down and help too,” Narveson said.
“You’re at the tail end of the depression. There’s a sense
of community, helping each other out and so on.”
Meanwhile on campus, the whereabouts of the 25
football team members were still unknown. “Before
the war we were pretty much a sleepy college and
relatively smaller,” Narveson said.
Some of the football team decided to join the
military while stuck on the islands and did not go
back to school according to Narveson.
Enrollment at SJSC dropped about 50% during the
war with 4,200 students and alumni serving. During
the war 182 students and alumni died according to
the SJSU website.

Follow Vicente on Twitter
@vinceserna_

OPINION

1941 football team answers call for aid, families left in dark

DARCIE ORTIQUE
STAFF WRITER
San Jose State University’s 1941 football
team has some of the most honorable and
courageous legacies in SJSU history.
According to an October 25, 2002 issue
of the Spartan Daily newspaper, the team
volunteered to assist the Honolulu Police
Department with the aftermath of the Dec. 7,
1941 Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor.
Unexpectedly, Japanese aircrafts invaded
what was then Hawaiian territory, targeting
the United States Naval Base, which left
more than 2,300 Americans dead and many
more wounded.
To my surprise, 25 members of SJSU
football team just so happened to travel to
Oahu in hopes of playing three post-season
benefit games with the University of Hawaii
and Willamette University when suddenly,

their plans to play football came to an abrupt
end. The players were in the middle of eating
breakfast in their Moana hotel when the
tragic bombings occurred.
Elizabeth Cooney, the niece of one of
the former SJSU football players that
experienced this nightmare, reported the
incident on Youtube in 2010.
According to Cooney, the players boarded
a luxury matson liner, S.S. Lurline, in San
Francisco on Nov. 27, Thanksgiving Day. As
planned, they arrived in Honolulu on Dec. 3.
Four days later, Pearl Harbor was bombarded
and Japan’s allies declared a war on the
United States.
Fortunately, the players were stationed in a
hotel away from the air strikes and none were
killed or injured from the explosives.
After doing my own research and
understanding the severity of this event, my
heart goes out to not only the families who
lost loved ones in the attack on Pearl Harbor,
but I also pity the distraught players’ families,
who had no idea if the athletes were dead or
alive during the unexpected war.
At the time, it was very difficult to
communicate with individuals living in a war
zone and technology was not as advanced or
easily accessible as it is today.
According to Cooney’s YouTube story, the
players’ safety wasn’t confirmed until more

than a week after the bombings. Loved ones
were only able to ease their minds several
days later, thanks to the Spartan Daily staff,
who gathered and circulated information as
best as they could.
Jack Galvin, a San Jose State football player
in 1941 told the Press Democrat, “To get
aboard, to get passage, we had to sign a paper
saying we’d help the wives and children.”
The football players had to provide
assistance to public service officials in order
to successfully evacuate Hawaii and return
to California.
This story proves how much millennials
take the Internet and the ability to access
news at the touch of a button for granted.
I have the utmost respect for the SJSU
football players who lived through this
experience and made a life-changing
difference for people in Hawaii.
According to Honolulupd.org, “The
players volunteered for police duty to
enforce blackout regulations and to help
guard the city’s waterworks. Some of the
players remained in Hawaii and enlisted in
the military.”
Today, I am proud to call these former
athletes heroes.
Together, they demonstrated both bravery
and compassion by making a compelling
impact on an island in desperate need for help.

The WWII era was a very frightening time
for the SJSU community. According to the
SJSU website, members of the faculty were
also mandated to to swear into the military
or become active in public service.
At the same time, people were concerned
with what was happening with the 25 SJSU
football players that had not yet returned
from Hawaii.
Many of their parents were forced to
cope with more than three weeks of pain,
frustration and concern for their children
while hoping for their safe return.
According to the SJSU website, “They
came back 28 days later stowed in steerage
(below sea level), sharing an overloaded
ship with civilians from Hawaii and badly
wounded soldiers.”
I think the SJSU football players made a
positive impact not only in Hawaii, but on
behalf of the United States of America by
demonstrating the epitome of patriotism.
I can’t imagine the post-traumatic stress
syndrome the players endured while
witnessing the Pearl Harbor attack unfold.
However, I do commend them for taking the
initiative to help protect others while Hawaii
was under a state of emergency.

Follow Darcie on Twitter
@darc_alexandria
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Group stands in solidarity for Black Lives Matter movement

RAYMOND BALTAZAR | SPARTAN DAILY
One of San Jose State University’s fraternities, Alpha Kappa Omega Fraternity Incorporated, invites the SJSU campus to stand in solidarity for “Asian-Americans For Black Lives Matter,” after a flyer that stated “Asian-Americans
Against Black Lives Matter,” was found in Hugh Gillis Hall.

BY SHELLISE WEST
STAFF WRITER
In response to a flyer posted on campus,
Alpha Kappa Omega Fraternity Incorporated
hosted a rally Thursday afternoon on the
John Carlos and Tommie Smith Lawn to
support, educate and give space for students
to express themselves on the Black Lives
Matter movement.
After viewing a public post that read “AsianAmericans Against Black Lives Matter”
in Hugh Gillis Hall, members put together
the rally in order to let the San Jose State
community know that all Asian students
were not in agreement with this movement
against Black Lives Matter.
About 100 students attended the event and
spoke out about their concerns regarding the
statement as well as the current state of the
national movement.

Members supported the rally while wearing
the color blue requested by the fraternity
which stands for trust and responsibility.
Communications senior Ron Rosellon opened
with brief history on the story of John Carlos
and Tommie Smith’s protests, motioning every
attendee to raise their fist in solidarity.
“As a student involved in a collegiate AsianAmerican organization, I strongly disagree
with this allegation,” Rosellon said.
Rosellen then discussed the importance of
why everyone should become educated in
order to support the right causes.
Fraternity member Adrian Bautista
expressed his concern about the post found
and why the organization decided to respond.
“We felt the need to speak upon it because
a lot of Asian-Americans we know are for
the Black Lives Matter movement and not
against it,” Bautista said.

SJSU’s Chief Diversity Officer Kathleen
Wong(Lau) addressed the importance of the
rally and commended students for planning
the event in a timely manner.
“I’m really proud of these students because
I think that it takes a lot of courage to do
this in a public space,” Wong(Lau) said.
“They’re not experienced protesters but
they were organized and they felt that it
was so important that they changed a lot of
schedules to make it happen. ”
Communications sophomore Shay Hankerson
voiced her opinion of the response from AsianAmerican students following the event.
“I got to see students from other cultures

showing their support of Black Lives
Matter and black students on campus,”
Hankerson said.
Members of the fraternity stood with signs
that read “Racism Kills” and “Defend the
Oppressed” while listening to each speaker
who shared their thoughts and support.
Bautista ended the event with focusing on
what is next for the SJSU community and
how important it is to come together as a unit
in order to understand what the movement is
actually about.

Follow Shellise on Twitter
@soulfulpenned

DIANA SAN JUAN | SPARTAN DAILY
Workshop coordinator Emilie Rodriguez closes off the workshop by asking people what strategies can be
implemented to change social injustices.

FRUITVALE
Continued from page 1
as a group before the second question of
“What does police brutality mean to you?”
was projected on the screen.
“I feel like we do have diversity, we have the
numbers,” Rodriguez said. “But I feel like
a lot of people that are part of that diversity,
that come from minority backgrounds, don’t
feel safe on campus and don’t feel like their
opinions are heard and that’s why I put
together this program tonight.”
People who did not want to speak up in
front of the large group had the opportunity
to write their thoughts on papers that hung
on the wall in front of the room and were still
able to contribute their thoughts and opinions
on the addressed matters.
A clip from the film “Fruitvale Station,”
which follows Oscar Grant, the African
American Bay Area resident who was
shot and killed by BART police officer
Johannes Mehserle in 2009, was shown after
warnings of graphic and sensitive scenes
from Rodriguez. The clip was followed by a
moment of silence for Grant and others who
shared the same fate.
Counselors from SJSU’s counseling
and psychological services were present
in case anyone needed them at any time
during the workshop.
The clip sparked an emotional
conversation that had people from all
different ethnicities talking.
“I was really excited and glad to see the
different colors of people and the different
faces and the diversity of the group engaging in
conversation,” said political science sophomore
Chelby Gill, MOSAIC Cross Cultural Center
intern and community engagement coordinator.
“I can talk a lot about police brutality but when
it’s coming from someone’s place of privilege,
it’s really impactful.”
Questions like “How does police brutality
impact social justice?” and “What does

solidarity mean to you?” were passed around
the room for people to discuss in groups and
later debrief with the entire room.
Words like “social justice,” “privilege,”
“solidarity” and “ally” were defined by
Rodriguez and the workshop participants
in conversation.
“We do need to come together, we do need
to unite,” said workshop participant and
business junior Nikald Williams. “We are
very strong in numbers and I enjoyed listening
to the different perspectives because a lot of
times, we feel like we’re alone when it comes
to these issues. It’s nice to hear people from
different ethnicities say ‘yes this is wrong,
and yes we do need to stand up for what we
believe in.’”
To close off the workshop, one last question
was projected on the wall: “What Now?”
Strategies of how to make SJSU a safer place
for minorities and how those strategies can
reach UPD were expressed.
“I think it’s important to talk about how
we can neutralize attitudes towards police
and what police can do so that they are
actually creating a better society instead of
targeting people,” said chemistry sophomore
and MOSAIC Cross Cultural Center intern,
Charlotte Theriault. “I’m really proud of my
co-worker for this workshop, I think she did
a great job.”
This workshop was the first of two
Rodriguez will be putting together this
semester as part of her internship.
“The next one I‘ll be putting on is focused
on self-care and mental health and how social
justice ties into that,” Rodriguez said. “I hope
that people felt empowered, I’m not assuming
that everyone’s going to go out and be an
activist but the thought in their head is there,
that we do have power to use our voices, to get
active and change things in society.”

Follow Diana on Twitter
@dianasj09
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FOOD REVIEW

BY FRANCISCO
STAFF WRITER

FRANCO

Q Pot Korean BBQ & Hot Pot is a restaurant
in San Jose that offers a modernized “all you
can eat” experience. It’s located on the corner
of Capitol Expressway and Stevens Creek
Road, making it about a 10 minute drive
from San Jose State.
The restaurant’s design was predominantly
orange and very ample. There must have been
around 50 tables in the restaurant yet it still
felt spacious. The waiting area was separated
from the dining area by thick brown rope.
The combination of brown rope and orange
paint provided simple but interesting decor.
Being rather new, Q Pot is not as busy or
loud as other Korean barbecue places in
San Jose. Without a reservation my party of
two only had to wait about 15 minutes on a
Friday night.
Like any other Korean barbeque restaurant
there was a grill at the middle of the table
to cook meat. There were also four electric
stove tops, one at each seat, to cook hot pot
soup. What made Q Pot different was an iPad
sized screen located at the end of the table.
A couple minutes after being seated our
waiter introduced himself and explained

how the process works. You can order as
much food as you want within two hours
with a limit of four menu items at a time. You
select what you want on the screen, and then
press “send to kitchen.” There are two dining
options; $24.99 per person for the Korean
barbecue, or $27.99 per person for both the
Korean barbeque and Hot Pot.
The menu had a variety of meats to choose
from ranging from miso pork belly to thick
cut sirloin. My favorite meat was the bulgogi,
thin cut pieces of sirloin marinated with
a mixture of soy sauce, sesame oil, black
pepper, garlic, onions, ginger and sugar.
There was also a plethora of ingredients for
the hot pot soup. I made a Japanese Miso soup
with imitation crab, okra, pho rice noodle,
spinach, shiitake mushrooms and winter
melon. Do yourself a favor and research how
to make a good hot pot soup before heading
to a hot pot restaurant.
I enjoyed the touchscreen ordering
system as we didn’t waste any time waiting
on servers. It was simple to use and the
food was always brought a couple minutes
after sending the order to the kitchen.
The process was a lot more efficient than
waiting for a server as that tends to limit

“all you can eat” restaurants.
The food was generally fine except for a
couple selections of meats that did not seem
fresh. Most of the meats were bright and
tender, such as the brisket, of which I had
three servings. However, a few meats were
limp with below average tastes; all of the
chicken items I ordered tasted this way. I
was also let down by the quality of the finger
short ribs as they were very dry and difficult
to chew.
The dipping sauces did help liven up the
occasional dry or bland meat. The spicy
Korean barbecue sauce was both delicious
and useful. I was also fond of the sesame oil
and pepper sauce.
The servers were genuinely friendly
and attentive throughout the entire meal.
Whenever a plate was no longer being used
they quickly removed it to make room for
more food.
After the meal I ordered a delicious green
tea macaron ice cream sandwich from the
desert tab on the ordering screen. Mango,
strawberry and cookies and cream are some
other flavor options.
Q Pot Korean BBQ & Hot Pot is a satisfying
all you can eat Korean barbecue restaurant.

FRANCISCO FRANCO | SPARTAN
Beef brisket and chicken bulgogi accompanied by
sides and a salad.

You get your money’s worth and the touch
screen ordering system is immensely
convenient. However, there are a couple
other Korean barbecue spots in San Jose
with better tasting food that cost around
the same; I recommend Q Pot if you don’t
have time to wait two hours for a table at
those places.

Follow Francisco on Twitter
@francology_
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Danny Brown raps the truth
BY RYAN BARNHART
STAFF WRITER

Since his critically acclaimed sophomore
album XXX, Danny Brown has taken full
advantage of his eccentric and borderline
insane attitude, releasing songs that are both
bombastic and frantic.
Much of his most popular music elicits the
vibe of the craziest party you can imagine.
However, on his fourth album Atrocity
Exhibition, Brown forgoes that hyped up
sound to instead pick apart the issues in his life
that leads him to the drug-fueled insanity that
he paints in his songs.
The opening track, Downward Spiral, sets
that tone right from the get-go.
“Drowning frustrations in a ocean of sin.
Thinking irrational, I have no emotions.”
Brown has never been one to shy away from
his constant drug use.
Born in a dilapidated Detroit, Michigan,
Brown went through struggles that shine a
light on the pain he exudes in his music.
Despite his hardships and the obvious
damage they’ve caused, Brown is able to weave
between depression and self deprecation in a
way that is fluid and sometimes comical.
“Nothing on but my bathrobe and pinky
ring,” Brown utters in Downward Spiral in
between spurts of paranoia and angst.
The only feature-heavy song on the album
is the electric Really Doe, which includes
guest verses from Top Dawg Entertainment
artists Ab-Soul and Kendrick Lamar as well
as Earl Sweatshirt.
Each rapper gets their own verse to let loose
rhymes at breakneck speeds over a bouncy,
bubbly beat.
It is one of the few songs on the album where

Brown and company move slightly away
from a dark, moody beat for a more classic
hip-hop sound.
Brown has always drawn inspiration
from all different genres, from punk to
rock to electronic.
Brown’s strongest song on the entire album
is probably When It Rain, the 12th track on
the album.
Produced by frequent collaborator Paul
White, Brown is perfectly in sync with the
beat, which slowly builds in each verse before
exploding on the hook as Brown bludgeons
the idea of losing yourself on the dance floor.
This song more than any other one gives off
that party vibe that is sorely missing in most
of the other tracks, giving Brown a moment
to release his aggression on the album rather
than drowning in it.
Danny Brown isn’t for everyone.
His music can be dark and out there as
his high pitched delivery is juxtaposed with
booming bass or blaring guitars.
If you can get past the weirdness of his
content though, you begin to see a broken
individual whose frequent drug use and
off-kilter lyrics are coping mechanisms for
all he had to endure in his early life before
his success.
While Atrocity Exhibition may not be his
best or most fun record, he allows you to see
his scars which humanizes him in a way that
most big time rappers fail to show.

Follow Ryan on Twitter
@ryan_barnhart
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VIDEO GAME REVIEW

A beautiful world waits on the horizon
BY JASON DUNHAM
STAFF WRITER
Whether you prefer drifting on the waterslicked roads of a rainforest, kicking up
dirt and coating your car with mud in the
outback or putting the pedal to the floor
on the city streets, Forza Horizon 3 has
you covered.
Released on Sept.
27 2016, the
Microsoft Studios published and
Playground Games developed racing
game allows players on Xbox One and
Windows 10 PCs to drive a variety of
over 300 cars, from lighting fast Ferraris
and Lamborghinis to massive off-road
buggies in a large and varied portion of a
visually stunning Australia.
Horizon 3’s rendition of Australia
graphically could be the best looking openworld environment to date. It features
a variety of locales broken up into five
zones offering differentiating visuals and
challenges for the player.
Byron Bay, the player’s starting location,
contains long coastal stretches of roads and
small residential neighborhoods. Surfers
Paradise, a rendition of a modern urban
city, features traffic and streets filled with
twists and turns.
The next location, the rainforest, is my
personal favorite. It offers a lush green
environment covered in trees with a mix
of paved roads and dirt often wet from
the rain.
Last but not least is the Outback, with
wide open dirt roads containing many
bumps and hills.
In the previous entries in the Forza
series the player’s character is merely
a competitor in the Horizon Festival
racing tournaments located in the state of
Colorado and portions of Europe. In this
third entry, you play as the host of the
tournament, competing to earn fans and
grow the size of your festival, unlocking
new events and races to take part in.
By making your character the host of the
festival in this entry, Playground Games has
significantly upped the players freedom to

tackle and tweak the races and events to their
own personal tastes.
Want to race your favorite supercar on
the bumpy dirt roads in the Outback or
drive your 4x4 off-road truck through the
city streets of Surfer’s Bay? You can do
both of these things and more as the host
of Australia’s Horizon Festival.
Horizon 3 offers many events for
the player to take part in such as oneoff exhibitions races, multi-stage
championship races, street races and what
the game refers to as PR stunts which have
the player compete in speed, jumps or
drifting challenges. Bucket list challenges
also return from Horizon 2 which are
similar to the standard PR stunts but lock
the player to one specific car.
The game is an extremely enjoyable open
world racing experience that is unmatched
in its visual fidelity and customization.
All of the races mentioned above can be
customized to the player’s car preference
and versions of the PR stunts can be
created by the player and uploaded online
for others to try. Players can also tweak
a multitude of assistance options and the
difficulty of AI drivers to earn extra money
from each race.
The details on the cars themselves are no
slouch; each vehicle is fully customizable
by the player in both the tuning — such as
modifying the engine — or painting —
giving your car a new paint job.
Both tuning and painting offers an almost
overwhelming assortment of options.
Thankfully, you can go online to download
player-created upgrade loadouts and paint
jobs which have been rated by the players
who have used them.
Horizon 3 also features Forza’s signature
Forzavista mode, in which each car
receives incredibly accurate to real life
interiors that let the player inspect each
detail of the car by opening the doors,
trunk and hood and looking inside. These
detailed interiors can also be seen from
the cockpit view while driving.
As for audio, the sound of the cars is
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A 2014 Ferrari California T poses majestically in front of the entrance to the Byron Bay Horizon Festival.

incredible. Each car has its own unique
sound that I would assume is extremely
accurate to the real world though I am no
expert on the sound of the vast majority of
the cars in the game.
Though Horizon 3 has become my favorite
car racing game, I did manage to find a few
negatives during the time I spent playing.
My biggest problem was with the co-op
adventure mode. My friend and I were trying
to play together in this mode on the PC
version of the game so I can’t say for sure if
the Xbox version faces the same issues.
During the time we played in coop adventure, much of it was spent
reconnecting to each other after one of us
disconnected from the server or crashed to
the desktop. It was extremely frustrating
because we could generally only play about
30 minutes before one of us experienced
a disconnect or crash and was forced to
reconnect with the other player which
could take upwards of five minutes.
Another more minor issue for me was
with the game’s soundtrack. What is
available is good but I felt that the game
simply did not have enough tracks on
each radio station. I have a mildly picky
musical taste and only listened to two of
the eight radio stations. I found myself

quickly growing tired after hearing the
same tracks multiple times. On PC, this is
a simple fix since you can mute the music
and listen to your own. On Xbox though,
the only option is using Microsoft’s
Groove music service.
My final complaint would have to be with
the game’s menus. There are too many of
them and some of them, such as the car
auction house are needlessly unintuitive and
poorly designed. When you are outbid on a
car attempting to rebid often results in failure
and on top of that the auction house keeps the
money you have already bid until the car is
able to sell to another player.
Ultimately, Horizon 3 is an excellent game
and one of the best racers available on both
the Xbox and PC in terms of both. Players
looking for a massive and customizable open
world racing experience should not hesitate
to pick this game up.

Follow Jason on Twitter
@judgmented1
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Harambe’s meme evolution: Let the gorilla rest in peace

STAFF WRITER
Last month I stopped at an
intersection as I cruised down the
Embarcadero in San Francisco.
There was a large crowd of
people waiting to cross the
street, so as any well-educated
college student would do, I
yelled, “Dicks out for Harambe!”
It was absolutely hilarious how
so many people cheered, but I
began asking myself something
we’ve all probably thought at
some point: What exactly does the
hashtag #DicksOutForHarambe
even mean?
To answer that, we first have
to go back to May 28, 2016
when a 3-year-old crawled
into the gorilla exhibit at the
Cincinnati Zoo.
A
17-year-old
silverback
gorilla, Harambe, grasped the
child and began dragging him.
In order to save the child, an
employee fatally shot Harambe
with a rifle.

should all think about the things
we say or hashtag before we do
so and just be more respectful.
The death of a living creature
should not be the subject of a
punchline.
I wouldn’t want people
honoring me by flashing their
private parts when I pass away
and I’m sure most people using
the hashtag wouldn’t either.
If for some reason you think
you’re doing some sort of
social justice by hashtagging
#DicksOutForHarambe you’re
not. Hashtag activism is
completely unreliable when it
comes to creating real change.
While
some
hashtag
campaigns
such
as
the
#A L S I c e B u c k e t C h a l l e n g e
were successful in raising
actual funds for a cause, others
such as #Kony2012 gathered
worldwide attention but failed
to achieve anything.
Even if #DicksOutForHarambe
was somehow able to generate
funds, there is really no cause to
be fighting for.
Harambe is gone, we can’t
bring him back. The Cincinnati
Zoo already raised the barrier
to the gorilla exhibit and added
knitted rope netting to the
bottom so the incident won’t
happen again.
The zoo even released a
statement to the Associated

Press in August saying that
they are not amused by the
memes, petitions or signs as
the zoo is still healing from
the incident. They also stated
that they would redouble their
gorilla conservation efforts
and encourage others to join.
How did Twitter users respond?
#DicksOutForHarambe.

I wo
wouldn't want
people honoring
me by flashing their
private parts when
I pass away, and I'm
sure most people
using the hashtag
wouldn't either.
ther.
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News of the incident quickly
spread and within a day there
was a petition to hold the parents
responsible for Harambe’s death
on Change. The petition gained
338,000
signatures
within
48 hours and the hashtags
#JusticeforHarambe
and
#RIPHarambe began appearing
on Facebook and Twitter.
Various Harambe tribute
memes
began
appearing
with photoshopped images
of Harambe next images of
recently deceased celebrities
such as Prince and Muhammad
Ali. Various songs such as
‘Here Without You’ by 3 Doors
Down were also remixed to be
about Harambe.
On July 4, 2016, comedian
Brandon
Wardell
tweeted
“dicks out for harambe” and
posted a Vine of a group of
people chanting the phrase.
Two days later he posted
another Vine with actor Danny
Trejo in which they both
said the phrase. This Vine
immediately went viral, and the
hashtag became a popular way
to pay homage to Harambe.
As someone who has said the
phrase multiple times in public,
I will be the first to apologize.
We, the people of Twitter,
often take things too far and
turn very serious issues like
animal rights into a joke. We

Both the hashtag and memes
should have disappeared a long
time ago. It is not normal for
internet trends to last this long.
The reason Harambe is still
around is because unlike
“Damn Daniel” and his white
vans, it can’t be used by major
corporations as part of some
advertising campaign.
While it’s awesome that

Harambe is one of the few
things that entirely belongs
to the internet, it’s up to us to
recognize that there is nothing
funny about the death of a
gorilla and stop with the jokes.
The original petition on
Change to hold the 3-year
old’s parents accountable for
Harambe’s death does still
exist along with various similar
petitions. This makes no sense
to me as the parents did not ask
for the incident to happen.
According to a CNN article
the mother was watching three
other kids and turned her back
when the incident occurred.
Following the incident she
published a Facebook post
thanking the both God and the
Cincinnati Zoo for protecting
her child as any parent would.
The
mother
was
even
supportive of Harambe as
she recommended gifts and
donations be directed to the
Cincinnati Zoo in Harambe’s
name. Harambe has been a
topic of discussion for too long.
It’s become more of a joke than
an animal rights issue. It’s time
we let Harambe rest in peace,
and the child and his parents
move on with their lives.

Follow Francisco on Twitter
@francology_
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Colourpop can’t cover up their glaring mistake

SHELLISE WEST
STAFF WRITER
The fight for inclusion continues
in the world of makeup, proving that
beauty is not skin-deep according
to some makeup companies.
Known for its budget-friendly
prices, college students tend to
splurge on makeup products to
match their complexions.
Colourpop’s sculpting stix’ assist
in slimming facial features when
applied to the cheekbones, nose
and forehead.
The company has a naming
process that is normally fun and
flirty, until it reached the last three
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shades of its contouring sticks
collection that included names such
as “Yikes,” “Typo” and “Dume.”
Moyo Ajepe, a writer for online
magazine Affinity, expressed
her very own opinion on the
company’s names provided for its
sculpting sticks.
Ajepe, a college student, came
across tweets by other black
consumers who felt that the names
were unacceptable compared to
the others named “Gummy Bear,”
“Venice,” and “Often.”
“They have to work extra hard
to silence themselves and their
anger at injustices because they
don’t want to perpetuate the the
unattractive ‘mad black woman’
stereotype,” Ajepe said.
An uproar of tweets that led to
many opinions of black women on
Twitter gave attention to the brand
who has since changed the names
of their sculpting sticks.
Apologizing and changing the
names of the darker shades of your
sculpting stix will not erase the past

and present damage upon women
with darker shades of skin.
Describing the hardships women
with dark skin experience aside
from constantly searching for a
proper foundation shade, the names
of each of the sculpting stix bring
up a much larger issue for women
of color.
A struggle that dark-skinned
women constantly endure is
incomparable when it comes to
different shades in foundation and
also our natural hair texture.
In order to fit into society, women
of darker shades are forced to
perm and straighten their hair to
look presentable for employers.
The 11th United States Circuit
recently made it legal for
employers to discriminate against
employees and applicants who
have dreadlocks according to
Essence magazine.
Designer Marc Jacobs, who only
included two black models in his
September New York Fashion
Week show, culturally appropriated

lipsticks from Colourpop weighed
in on her thoughts.
“It’s pretty much a slap to the
face like we are supporting your
business but yet you find us and
our color to be a typo or something,
that is not pleasing.” said Lokula.
An apology and renaming
of the sculpting sticks will not
be enough for the permanent
damage that black women have
experienced in society.
While some women will not have
to experience these issues, being
a customer for a business that
cannot connect to the sensitivity
of a cultural difference is shown in
the former names of the products.
Words have a significant
meaning, taking a closer look
at the actual name proves that
Colourpop has no real idea of
what it means to be a dark-skinned
woman in society.

Follow Shellise on Twitter
@soulfulpenned

Should police officers be permitted to patrol
the neighborhoods or cities that they reside in?

Commuting cops do not benefit communities

FRANCISCO FRANCO
STAFF WRITER
Like all people, police officers should be
able to choose where they live. Unlike all
people, they should be required to work
where they live.
People just don’t trust police nowadays,
and they have valid reasons not to; Michael
Brown, Eric Garner and Terence Crutcher, to
name a few. Because of ongoing cases such
as these, the general public’s confidence in
police was at a mere 52 percent on a Gallup
Poll last year. In 2016 confidence rose to 56
percent, but that is still only a little more than
half the people these officers are supposed to
protect and serve.
I am part of the 44 percent who still trust
in police. I interact with police officers
often enough to be able to view them as
individual human beings. Working in a
coffee shop allows me to speak to officers
on an almost daily basis. I also have
extended family members who work as
police officers and we often talk about
these issues openly and honestly.
Due to my ongoing communication with
police officers I see that, like the rest of us,
they just want to go home to their families
at the end of the day. I understand that while
there are racist police officers who have
killed unarmed black men, not every police
officer who kills a black man is a racist.
Sometimes the loss of a loved one is
nothing more than a mistake. A mistake that
the officer should be held accountable for,
yes, but still an honest human mistake due
to the overwhelming pressure of the moment
and lack of preparation.
If my only exposure to police officers was
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the dreadlocks style and stated in
an Instagram comment, “Funny
how you don’t criticize women of
color for straightening their hair.”
YouTube makeup vlogger Jackie
Aina voiced her personal opinion
in a 10 minute video rant about
the designer, proving that the issue
of makeup is nowhere close to
the dilemma of how society sees
natural hair.
“There’s not even room for
natural hair still in the workplace
environment. Don’t believe it? Ask
any black girl with natural hair who
has a corporate job,” Aina said.
Colourpop released a statement
to Buzzfeed following its
mistakes which has not been
enough to its consumers.
“We have taken immediate
action to change the shade names
and review our naming process
to ensure this does not happen
again,” the statement said.
Being a low-budget company,
the thoughts of marketing senior
Jael Lokula who recently bought

what I saw on television and social media,
I’d probably be going around with picket
signs chanting “f*** the police” too. That’s
why it is important for police to live where
they patrol, because that gives community
members ongoing opportunities to speak to
them both on and off the clock.
Take Officer Ron Johnson of the Missouri
State Highway Patrol for example. After
the killing of Michael Brown, he spoke
at a church in Ferguson. “This is my
neighborhood. You are my family, you are
my friends, and I am you,” Johnson said.
In addition to speaking at the church,
Johnson walked with protesters and spoke to
them individually.
According to the Atlantic City Lab,
whenever Johnson would arrive at hectic
protest scenes there would be a dramatic
change in mood. This wouldn’t have been
the case if he hadn’t grown up in Ferguson
and didn’t live just across the city line.
On the other hand, Darren Wilson, the
officer who shot Michael Brown, lived in
Crestwood, according to the St. Louis Post
Dispatch. Crestwood is about thirty minutes
away from Ferguson.
In no way am I implying that officers who
commute from different cities to work are
prone to shooting unarmed people. If Wilson
lived in Ferguson, though, he would have
had a better understanding of the culture and
felt more capable of handling the situation
with dialogue.
A 2015 Life of the Law article revealed
that in Baltimore, where Freddie Gray
died of a spinal injury after being in police
custody, only 21 percent of officers are local
according to WBAL-TV 11 News Baltimore.
Direct correlation or not, police officers
need to begin interacting with communities
more to gain the public’s trust again.
I do understand that many officers don’t
want to live among people that hate them
and for that reason police departments
should offer perks for those who do because
it’s absolutely necessary.

Follow Francisco on Twitter
@francology_

Cops deserve residency freedom, just like us

BENJAMIN SIEPAK
STAFF WRITER
Police officers who want their families
to live in a safe environment and in a place
where their job doesn’t follow them home
should have the same freedom as everyone
else and be able to live wherever they want.
With police brutality against minorities
being widely covered by various media
outlets in recent months, especially in the
wake of several NFL protests, the debate over
whether or not police should be required to
live in the same city they patrol has become a
popular topic of discussion.
Just because police do not live in the
community they work in, it does not mean
that they are lacking familiarity or knowledge
about the area.
Officers shouldn’t have to fear that someone
they arrested will come vandalize their home
or threaten their family. In communities
infested with crime and drugs, the option of
citizens abridging police officers’ freedom
to live where they want means they can
never relax.
Just about every day on social media you
see posts bashing police, particularly white
police officers for being racist and targeting
minorities. It is very clear that some
communities hate the police right now, and
we want them to bring their families right in
the middle of that?
In an interview with Life of the Law, an
organization supported by the National
Science Foundation, Oakland police officer
Charlie Stone explains that there have been
several incidents where people he arrested
have made threats to him and his family.
“I got tired of seeing people I arrested in

front of my house,” Stone said. “Especially
now that I have a wife and three kids, I don’t
want there to be any trail back to my home
where I sleep.”
Limiting officers from the right to move out
of a particular city is restricting the right of
his or her children and family.
Many people arguing for police residency
requirements infer that officers who don’t live
in the city they serve are not familiar with the
community and do not relate to or understand
the members of the community.
The National Institute of Justice shows
that police officers often work more than 40
hours a week, giving them plenty of time to
familiarize themselves with the community.
In an interview with The New York
Times, Michael V. Crivello, President of
the Milwaukee Police Association, said that
police officers have a vocation to do their
job efficiently.
“When they come to a neighborhood to
police that neighborhood, that neighborhood
becomes their neighborhood,” Crivello said.
Not to mention, asking police officers to
live in the city they serve would limit the
hiring pool. If a city has an overwhelming
amount of qualified police officer applicants
it would make more sense to have some sort
of residency requirements.
However, that’s not always the case.
According to a Mercury News article on San
Jose’s police crisis, the city entered entered
September 87 officers short of the 500
minimum. In a city where there are very few
qualified applicants, by enforcing residency
requirements, we’re are limiting the pool
of applicants and the possible diversity of
officers. By being able to hire officers outside
the city, there will be many more applicants
expanding the chances of finding the best
qualified officers.
In order to keep our communities safe,
we must keep our first responders safe. In a
country where everyone is granted the right to
reside where they want, police officers should
be treated no differently.

Follow Benjamin on Twitter
@benjaminsiepak

SPARTAN DAILY

Opinion Editor
Melissa Hartman
Sports Editor
Ryan Vermont
Photo Editor
Raymond Baltazar
Copy Editor
Jeremy Cummings
Staff Writers
Darcie Ortique
Itzel Castro

Courtney Kreitner
Hannah Moore
Karianne Sudyka
Shellise West
Vicente Serna-Estrada
Taylor Jones
Francisco Franco
Jason Dunham
Margaret Gutierrez
Diana San Juan
Luke Johnson
Benjamin Siepak

Ryan Barnhart
Estephany Haro
Saja Mohamed
Production Chief
Tim Burke
News Advisers
Richard Craig
Neal Waters
Mack
Lundstrom
Mac Lundstrom

Advertising Adviser
Tim Hendrick

Advertising Director
Cody Gradone
Contact:
Creative Director
Editorial
Daniel Lazo
(408)
924-5577
Advertising Staff
spartandaily@gmail.com
Dustin Martinez
Advertising
Peter Babakhan
(408) 924-3270
Samir Mehta
spartandailyadvertising@gmail.com
Antina Chen
Brittany Cherney
Chantel Ricks

9

Thursday, October 6, 2016
BALL IS LIFE

SJSU’s talented tight end has a mellow disposition
BY HANNAH MOORE
STAFF WRITER
With a high intensity sport like
football, players can tend to lose
control of their emotions during
a game, but do not assume
that Billy Freeman lets the
adrenaline throw him off.
This player concentrates on
the task at hand.
“I do get pumped up when
we’re doing well and all that
stuff, but as a whole I’m calm
and collected,” Freeman said on
his approach to a game, “ I try to
focus on my job and do it to the
best of my ability.”
Born in Mesa Arizona, the

23-year-old senior business
major plays tight end for the San
Jose State football team. While
his tall stature, long brown
hair and arm tattoos may be
intimidating at fi rst, Freeman is
mellow and down-to-earth.
Freeman’s dad, Bill, played
football in junior college and his
mom, Marcia, played volleyball
in high school. He has one sister,
Alyssa, who played women’s
soccer for the Arizona State
University Sundevils.
“I was blessed with a great
family. I was raised in a
Christian home. There was never
anything I needed that I didn’t
have,” Freeman said. “(My
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Billy Freeman reaches out, ready to make a catch in the 66-35 home win against Portland
State on Sept. 10. He would go on to score a touchdown after the catch.

parents) raised me and my sister
the right way and hopefully I
can pay them back at some point
because they made me into the
man I am today.”
On July 6, 2016, it was
announced that Freeman was
named to the John Mackey
Award Watch List for the
second consecutive year. The
award honors college football’s
best tight end each year.
“It really is an honor,” he said
on the accomplishment. “You’ve
got the nation’s top tight ends
in that group and it’s really an
honor to be seen as part of that.”
Head coach Ron Caragher
describes
Freeman
as
a
“dynamic receiver” who is very
athletic and gifted.
“He could probably have been
a hurdler in another lifetime,”
Caragher said.
Caragher
recalled
when
Freeman hurdled two opponents
running right at him in his
second year on the team.
However, Freeman has had a
myriad of injuries while playing
the sport.
“He has been through a lot
of adversity from a health
standpoint … but you have
to take your hat off that Billy
has overcome a lot of those
injuries and made it back to
the program,” Caragher said.
“It’s very encouraging and
uplifting to see a guy who’s very
determined and very driven to
get back to the program.”
Caragher added that Freeman
is a tremendous young man to
have in the program.
“Even though he’s playing at
the tight end position, Billy’s
got
tremendous
hand-eye
coordination and can make big

MY LEANDER
MOUNTAIN WEST WOMEN’S GOLF
PLAYER OF THE MONTH
After getting her first colleigiate win at
the Ptarmigan Ram Classic, and a second
place follow-up preformance in the Juli
Inkster Spartan Invitational, the SJSU
senior was named the MWC Women’s
Golfer of the Month. Her stroke average
after six rounds in September stands at
70.67. Out of the 143 opponents she faced
off against throughout the month, just one
was able to knock her down the podium,
— her second place finish in the opening
competition. Next up for Leander and
the rest of the women’s golf team is the
Stanford Intercollegiate which goes from
Oct. 14-16.
PHOTO BY KAVIN MISTRY, INFOGRAPHIC BY RYAN VERMONT

plays happen,” Caragher said.
“We like when Billy’s healthy
because he brings a nice element
to our offense.”
Although
his
athletic
achievements
earn
him
significant praise, Freeman
is certainly not in game for
himself. The upperclassman has
taken it upon himself to watch
over his teammates.
“Being here for five years, I’m
not a captain, but I have kind
of taken a leadership role in
some sense,” Freeman said. “I
feel responsibility kind of … to
keep people accountable, on the
field and even in the classroom.
To make sure people are doing
their things the right way.”
Sophomore tight end Josh
Oliver has been Freeman’s
teammate for the past two
years. He describes Freeman’s
personality as having great
focus, intensity and work ethic.
“(During) my freshman year, he
brought me under his wing as a
fellow tight end and just taught me
the ropes,” Oliver said. “(He taught
me) how to properly train and how
to be fast throughout a workout.”
Freeman noted that his biggest
influence on the team is senior
wide receiver Tim Crawley.
“Everybody respects Timmy,”
Freeman said. “He’s a great guy
off the field and works his butt
off on the field and in the weight
room. He’s a great leader and a
great role model for all of us.”
Freeman describes himself as
someone who cares for people.
“Even if you’re not my best
friend, if something’s going
on, I’m going to do what I can
to help you,” Freeman said.
“I’m not going to turn my head
from you just because you’re not

super close with me.”
The big-time tight end’s talent,
however, is not only limited to
football. He said he has been
playing the piano since he was
six or seven-years-old.
“He can play the piano like no
one else,” Caragher said. “We
had a little football team talent
show during fall camp and Billy
was on the keyboard and it (was)
very impressive how he did that.”
As for the future, Freeman
hopes to get a shot at professional
football or to own a business.
“I’d love to be my own boss,”
he said. “I’d love to own my own
training facility. That’d be a
really, really cool job.”
Whatever the future holds for
him, it is certain that Freeman
will give it his complete focus.

Follow Hannah on Twitter
@paintitblack89
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SLAPSHOT

SJSU hockey goes 1-1-1 over weekend
BY LUKE JOHNSON
STAFF WRITER
After three grueling home games in three days last
weekend, San Jose State University’s ice hockey team
finished with a number in each category: win, loss and a tie.
The Spartans were down 1-0 in the second period
versus Santa Clara University Friday night, but fi nished
the game with four unanswered goals by forwards
Keanu Deguchi, Ryan Lothman, Jared Anstett and
defender Brandon Hirshel. Anstett also found his name
on the score sheet with an assist that night.
SJSU goalie Austin Carnathan was a force in front of
the net against SCU with 23 blocked shots on goal and
a 95.8 save percentage.
“These guys are learning now that it is a grind,” said
SJSU manager Winston Adams. “The three games, I mean
they’re not ideal because it is tough on the team, but in our
situation if CSUN (California State University, Northridge)
is traveling up here we wanna try to take advantage of that
opportunity to play a good team.”
The Spartans hosted Northridge Saturday night and
Sunday morning, which resulted in a 4-4 draw and a 3-2
comeback victory for the Matadors. Northridge entered
the game coming off a win in the season opener at the
University of California, Berkeley.
SJSU was down 4-3 with less than four minutes
remaining in regulation Saturday, but a game-tying goal
by Christian Rendino saved the Spartans’ position in
the ACHA Division II West standings.
Northridge had a copious number of players contribute
with 11 of them recording an offensive stat (four goals,
seven assists). SJSU center Luke Schneider stood out in
the game with a game-high in points by contributing
two assists and a goal.
The two teams only had approximately 12 hours of
rest before game time Sunday when Northridge center
Isaac Breault scored the game-winning goal with five
minutes remaining in regulation.

LUKE JOHNSON | SPARTAN DAILY
SJSU forward Jared Anstett dives in front of CSUN’s Evan Sharpshair. Goalie Edward Berlin and defensman Michael Wilson position themselves in
front of the net during the Spartans’ game on Sunday afternoon.

“It was a great play by our defenseman John-Michael
(Laurin),” Breault said. “He moved the puck up to one
of our other forwards (John Blascoe) who gave me a
perfect pass. All I had to do was tap it in. It was all
them. They did all the work.”
The contest, which had a final score of 3-2, went back
and forth with SJSU jumping ahead in the fi rst period,
2-0, due to goals by Rendino and Michael Wilson.
CSUN remained poised in the second period and scored
two goals of its own, both by Andrew LaGaly.
“We should be able to close out a two-nothing game,”
Adams said. “We definitely got dominated in the second
on the shots. I think it was 12 shots for them; four for
us. When you’re playing a numbers game, the higher

amount of shots you’re taking (means) you’re going to
have more shots go in.”
The Matadors finished with 41 shots on goal compared
to 30 for the Spartans.
“They had a really good breakout and a really good
powerplay,” said CSUN head coach JP Gale. “We made
some adjustments in between periods and then stifled both
of those things, so once we kinda broke up their strategy
there we had more opportunities and they weren’t able to
get into the flow they had in the first period.”
SJSU now sits on a 1-1-2 record and heads to California
State University, Long Beach Thursday night to take on
the 49ers.
Follow Luke on Twitter
@scoop_Johnson

COMMENTARY

2016 signifies the end of an American sporting era
STAFF WRITER

Sports will never be the same to me
as all of my childhood athletic icons —
some of whom I idolized and others I
detested — are retiring.
Every year athletes retire, but the 20152016 cast of retirees is the reason why
most people of the same generation as
myself fell in love with sports.
We now live in a world where three
big-name athletes Kobe Bryant, Peyton
Manning and Alex Rodriguez are no
longer professional athletes.
Kobe Bryant, arguably one of the
greatest basketball players of all time
has finally hung up his sneakers after
20 seasons wearing purple and gold for
the Los Angeles Lakers. A 15-time allstar, 5-time NBA champion and 2-time
Olympic gold medalist, Bryant’s tenacity
and “Mamba mentality” was either loved
or loathed but nonetheless, respected.
In a retirement announcement that
Bryant wrote for the Players’ Tribune, he
said “My heart can take the pounding,
my mind can handle the grind, but my
body knows it’s time to say goodbye.”
He left fans with a 60-point game finale.
Peyton Manning also left his respective
sport in fashion after winning his second
Super Bowl ring against the Carolina

Panthers in 2016. Manning is among the
greatest quarterbacks to ever throw a
pigskin and showed that you don’t need
to be the fastest player to be the best.
He didn’t win games with his
athleticism but with his knowledge. In a
sport where most teams run a no-huddle
offense to try and catch defenses off
guard, Manning did the exact opposite.
Instead, he walked up to the line, waited
for the defense to get set and then picked
it apart.
After 18 seasons of completing passes,
he ended a storied career in an emotional
announcement at the Denver Broncos
headquarters saying, “there’s something
about 18 years, 18 is a good number, and
today, I retire from professional football.”
Alex Rodriguez, whose legacy has
been tarnished throughout recent years
because of PED violations, was one of the
most idolized athletes of my childhood.
He retired during the 2016 season
ending a career that ranks him top 10
according to MLB.com in most major
batting categories - RBI’s (third), home
runs (fourth), runs scored (eighth) and
total bases (sixth).
He served one of the harshest
suspensions in sports history, missing
a year but making it back to suit up
in the pinstripes. In his prime he was
among the best hitters baseball has ever

seen, but off the field his reputation was
equivalent to a .200 batting average. It
is to be expected that his Hall of Fame
eligibility will spark heated controversy
in years to come.
The sports world is not only losing
iconic athletes but it’s losing arguably
the greatest announcer of all time, Vin
Scully. The 88-year-old sportscaster
called the final game of his 67-year
career on Sunday.

“

“

BY BENJAMIN SIEPAK

There are so many
Th
other great athletes who
have also retired this
year including Tony
Stewart, Tim Duncan,
Calvin Johnson, Pavel
Datsyuk and Kevin
Garnett.

Scully is remembered as someone who
not only kept listeners up-to-date with
the game but also for invoking knowledge
about players and telling stories that you
wouldn’t hear anywhere else. Every time
you watched a game that Scully called,
you learned something new and chances
are it wasn’t about baseball. He made
games interesting as he invoked relevant

memories with a voice that’s pace was
suited for baseball.
If it wasn’t for Vin, I wouldn’t know
that there are 27,000 different species of
fish on Earth, as he stated in relevance to
the Dodgers playing the Tampa Bay Rays
on July 27th.
As the final out was approaching before
Vin gave his formal farewell, he said,
“don’t be sad that it’s over, smile because
it happened.”
This is the message we must all keep in
mind as the year comes to an end and the
most influential athletes of our generation
finally hang up the jerseys. David Ortiz
is entering his final postseason with the
Boston Red Sox and Paul Pierce recently
announce this will be his final season in
the NBA.There are so many other great
athletes who have also retired this year
including Tony Stewart, Tim Duncan,
Calvin Johnson, Pavel Datsyuk and
Kevin Garnett.
Although after this year we will never
see Kobe Bryant’s “Mamba face”, Peyton
Manning yell “Omaha” or “Big Papi” hit
a homer at Fenway, their legacies mark
an end of an era but will inspire athletes
for years several to come.

Follow Ben on Twitter
@benjaminsiepak

