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March honors struggle for civil rights
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On Feb. 5 Dr. Oscar Battle Jr. leads participants on a march around the SJSU campus, starting and ending at the King Library. Throughout the march he reminds people to
never forget how important freedom is.

Nate Morotti
Staff Writer
A crowd of people marched
through the walkways of SJSU
on Saturday in a freedom march
meant to emulate the demonstrations of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
in honor of Black History Month.
The march was led by Dr. Oscar Battle Jr., president of the African-American Faculty and Staff
Association at SJSU.
“We have three basic objectives here today,” said Battle.
“Our first is to make people
understand Dr. King’s dream that
human rights and freedom is not

something that comes free.
“Our second objective is for
people to ask themselves what
they can do to make a contribution to his dream this year. The
third thing is to remind people
about the struggles for civil rights
that were fought in the past.”
This is the seventh year that
the march has been held to honor
King’s work and draw attention
to the issues of civil and human
rights.
“You need (to) look at everything that’s going on in the world
right now,” said Al Farley, organizer for the civil rights fair held
prior to the march. “Look at Egypt
and the Congo and Afghanistan.

People need to do their part to
end human suffering.”
The march started in front of
the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Library, next to On Fourth: A Novel Café, and then proceeded up
Fourth Street with chants of “We
shall overcome.”
The march was composed of
people from all races and ages,
holding up signs that had messages not only in support and honor
of King’s work, but also messages
that had to do with civil rights as
at global issue.
“I’m out here today because
I’m Cuban and I wanted to show
some examples of my people’s
struggle for equal rights.” said

SJSU hockey club
team suspended for
alleged misconduct
Wesley Dugle
Staff Writer
The SJSU men’s hockey club’s games
this past weekend were canceled after
an allegation of alcohol abuse was filed
against the team, according to the director
of media relations for SJSU.
“The team is being suspended for their
safety,” Pat Lopes Harris said. “Drinking
during club activities is prohibited.”
According to Harris, each club member
signs a contract before joining. It strictly
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prohibits the drinking of alcohol during
club activities regardless of whether or
not the player is 21 years or older.
“Depending on how fast the investigation moves along, the team will be temporarily suspended,” she said, adding that
the university would like to get them back
and playing again as soon as possible since
they are in midseason.
According to a news release on the
hockey club’s website written by team
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Aida More, one of the participants.
The next stop for the marchers
was the Tommy Smith and John
Carlos Statue.
Pearline Chukes, who had
come with her two great-grandchildren, said she brought them to
give them a sense of their history.
“I came out here today for
my two great-grandsons,” said
Chukes. “I wanted them to know
what it means to have to march
for freedom, and to teach them
about where they come from.”
As the march drew to a close
the group began making its way
back toward the King Library,
continuing to draw attention

from students and pedestrians
alike.
“It’s good for the kids to get
exposed to this part of history,”
said Bianca Broussard, a mother
walking along with her two children. “We kind of hid this part of
history so far, but its good for
them to learn where they come
from.”
With the day drawing to an
end, the marchers ended their
demonstration where it began,
in the lobby of the King Library.
The march was the first
event in a series for Black History Month being put on by the
African-American Faculty and
Staff Association.

Fair draws from history
to remember MLK legacy
Alex Wara
Staff Writer
The events that have
been happening around the
world were not forgotten
about at the Civil Rights
Fair on Feb. 5.
“With everything happening in the country and
in Cairo we need to appreciate the gift of freedom,”
said Bonita Carter-Cox,
president of the Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. Association
of Santa Clara Valley.
The fair, which is part of
the month-long celebration
of Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr.’s birthday, drew in differ-

ent groups from the community and was sponsored
by the Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. Legacy Committee
and the King Library.
“The Martin Luther King
Jr. birthday celebration has
been going on since the
opening of the library in
2003,” said senior assistant
librarian Francis Howard.
“At the fair there are
several community departments that are ready to help
patrons learn about the services in the community.”
The fair focused on civil
rights and equal rights for
everyone, said Al Farley,
one of the organizers of the
fair. Like many other things
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on campus, Farley said the
celebrations took a hit in
funding and it was up to the

“It is about
making sure that
Martin Luther
King Jr.’s dream
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Campus pharmacy
reopens after hiatus
Francisco Rendon
Staff Writer

Pharmaceuticals of both a prescription and non-prescription nature are once
again available to students in the Student
Health Center Pharmacy after nearly six
months of being closed said the director
of the Student Health Center.
Roger Elrod said the health center tries
to make products available to students at
reasonable prices.
“Our whole motivation in doing this is
to provide students services at affordable
prices,” he said. “We’re not trying to capture their business. We just want to provide the convenience.”
Junior physics major Greta Babakanyan, said she was relieved to see the health
center return for students on campus.
“It was impacting my finances,” she
said. “It’s like a dollar to buy aspirin here.
It (costs) like $7 at Safeway.”
Elrod said the center was closed in August 2010 when its only employee went on
personal leave and then retired. The pharmacy has since hired a part-time pharmacist and reopened on Jan. 26.
“(The pharmacy) is in the plan of services that we provide for students,” he said.
Throughout last year, Elrod said reopening the pharmacy was a priority, but
the unknown status of the pharmacist
slowed the process down.
Consulting pharmacist Pam Rice is currently charged with operating the pharmacy and has been doing consulting work
with the pharmacy since November 2010.
“I love talking to students,” Rice said.
“It’s a good atmosphere. They are young.
They listen. I have an opportunity to
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teach them how to take medicine.”
Brea Matthews, a sophomore business
finance major, said although she only recently discovered the pharmacy, she found
it very helpful.
“It’s a really nice convenience,” she
said. “Items are a lot cheaper here.”
Babakanyan said she felt many students could benefit from programs at the
pharmacy that provide free medication,
or from low prices on over-the-counter
products.

“If someone is going
to SJSU, it’s better to
come here once to see
what’s available.”

Greta Babakanyan
Junior Physics Major
“If someone is going to SJSU, it’s better
to come here once to see what’s available,”
she said.
According to the SJSU website, prescriptions from the Student Health Center are valid in outside pharmacies, as well
as within the university.
“Students who purchase supplemental
health insurance available through the
health center or have a private insurance
may submit prescription receipts for reimbursement,” the website stated.
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Campus Crusade for Christ staff member Paul Nuenez (left) and Anthony Gallucci,
a junior business management major, offer free lunch and a fellowship opportunity to
students on Feb. 3.

SJSU PHARMACY
Location
Student Health Center
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Monday - Thursday: 1:15 to 5 p.m.
Friday: 12:15 to 4 p.m.

Republican-led House moves
to restrict abortion funding
William Douglas
McClatchy Tribune
WASHINGTON — Two
House subcommittees hold
hearings this week on separate bills that would expand
restrictions on federal funding of abortions.
One would eliminate tax
breaks for abortions. The
other would restrict use of
federal funds for abortions
under the new health-care
law. While both may pass
the Republican-controlled
House, their prospects of
passing a Democratic-held
Senate or escaping President
Barack Obama’s veto pen are
slim to none.
“They can’t expect this
legislation to go beyond the
House or Representatives,”
said Steve Smith, a political
science professor at Washington University in St. Louis. “It allows the House Republicans to do something
symbolically important for
their coalition base.”
Still, the bills have
alarmed abortion-rights advocates, who say they are
attempts to attack legalized
abortion — federally funded
or not — through the tax
code and measures to deny
women access to the procedure.
Opponents of legal abortion, emboldened by powerful support in a Republican-

controlled House, say the
bills are just the beginning.
“The Republicans in the
House are definitely following the promise they
made to undo the damage
that’s been done,” said Kerry
Brown, a spokeswoman for
Susan B. Anthony List, an
anti-abortion group.
The No Taxpayer Funding for Abortion Act, designated H.R. 3 and sponsored
by Rep. Chris Smith (R-N.J.),
would codify provisions
of the Hyde Amendment,
which prohibits federal
funding for abortion but
must be renewed by Congress annually.
Smith said his bill would
“permanently end any U.S.
government financial support for abortion whether
it be direct funding or by
tax credits or any other subsidy.”
Smith’s bill stirred a huge
uproar among abortionrights advocates by listing
victims of “forcible rape”
among those who would be
exempted from the bill.
“Forcible rape” wasn’t
fully defined in the bill, but
abortion-rights supporters
said the term could be used
to block access to abortion
for rape victims who were
drugged, unconscious or
mentally ill.
A spokesman for Smith
said the term was dropped
from the bill Thursday af-

ter Smith concluded that
the term was being “misconstrued.”
“The fact that it took
weeks of public outrage before the new House leadership was shamed into giving
up one if its efforts to redefine rape to deny women access to abortion shows how
out of touch they are with
the values of the American
people,” said Cecile Richards, president of Planned
Parenthood Federation of
America. “Simply put, the
now-discarded
‘forcible
rape’ provision is just the
beginning of what’s wrong

President Andy Dickerson, the team
will be under investigation by the SJSU
Office of Student Conduct and Ethical
Development.
“The team is endeavoring to comply
fully with the university’s investigation
in order to resolve the situation in as
timely a manner as possible,” Dickerson
stated in the press release.
Dickerson continued to state that
the club is confident the investigation
will show that the team was in compliance with university and club sports
with Rep. Smith’s bill.”

Abortion opponents in
and out of Congress say they
are undeterred by criticism.
Speaker John Boehner, ROhio, said taking on abortion would be a House priority under his leadership.
“A ban on taxpayer funding of abortions is the will
of the people, and it ought
to be the will of the land,”
Boehner said. “The current
law, particularly as enforced
by this administration, does
not reflect the will of the
American people.”

policies and that they will be allowed
to resume their season.
Harris also echoed confidence that
the team will be found innocent of the
charges.
“It’s entirely possible that the team
will be exonerated,” she said.
Club Sports Coordinator Samantha
Edelman could not be reached for comment on the allegations.
The Spartans were about to host the
15th annual Royal Coach Tours Gold
Rush Showcase at Sharks Ice when the
suspension was issued.
The club was set to face Northern
Colorado, San Diego State and Texas
A&M during the event.

Monday, February 7, 2011

sPARTAN DailY

NEWS

3

NEWS BRIEFS
International
Calls for Mubarak’s departure stalemate Egypt talks
Compiled From
Los Angeles Times

CAIRO — Opposition groups including the banned Muslim Brotherhood held landmark talks Sunday with Egypt’s vice president, but the
two sides remained at apparent loggerheads over opponents’ principal
demand: that President Hosni Mubarak step aside now.
The government offered up a number of new concessions that would
have constituted an undreamed-of bonanza for the opposition only a
few weeks ago, but demonstrators in Cairo’s Tahrir Square shrugged off
the conciliatory steps, saying nothing less than Mubarak’s departure
would satisfy them.
Vice President Omar Suleiman dangled the possibility of abolishing
Egypt’s state of emergency, along with what amounted to an amnesty
for nonviolent protesters, greater press freedoms, formal redress for
those seized by the secret police and the creation of a broadly representative committee to work on constitutional reforms.
Mubarak has dug in his heels on the protesters’ demand that he leave
office immediately, saying his abrupt departure would trigger chaos and
pave the way for a takeover by Islamists.
The talks Sunday drew criticism from one key opposition leader, Nobel Peace Prize laureate Mohamed ElBaradei, who said he would not
negotiate with the government until Mubarak stepped down.
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Dr. Oscar Battle Jr. speaks at the Dr. Martin Luther King Library on Feb 5. Dr. Battle
explained the importance of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and all he has done for our
country.

FAIR
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More violence follows Sudan secession vote
Compiled From
McClatchy Tribune

JUBA, Sudan — Clashes spread across a key border region in Southern
Sudan on Saturday following a wave of mutinies among Southerners
in the northern army, leaving at least 41 dead as Sudan begins to divide
into two nations following a Southern referendum on independence
last month.
Official results show that Southerners voted 99 percent for forming
their own country, and full independence is set to take effect in July this
year.
The recent violence broke out on Thursday in Malakal, the capital of
Upper Nile state, as the northern army, the Sudan Armed Forces, began
withdrawing its remaining contingents in the south.
The fighting continued throughout the day on Friday.
At least 22 are confirmed dead, mostly soldiers, according to a United
Nations official, who said the fighting had mostly stopped by Saturday.
The official could not be named because he’s not authorized to speak to
the media on the matter.

National
Packers win Super Bowl XLV
Compiled From
McClatchy Tribune

ARLINGTON, Texas – The Packers denied the Steelers a chance to
hoist the trophy named after the patron saint of Green Bay for a seventh
time and are bringing the silver football back home to Wisconsin.
The Packers scored 21 points off three turnovers and withstood a
nearly historic comeback to hang on for a 17 lead.
The big play was a 38-yard pass to Jordy Nelson on a crossing route on
third-and-10, but the points came when Rodgers stared the entire Steelers defense to its right, then came back to Greg Jennings, open in the
right corner of the end zone.
“I had a corner route and they dropped me and let me run free the play
before,” Jennings said. “They dropped me on another corner route and
we came back to it and scored.”
SJSU alumnus and wide receiver for the Packers made five receptions
for 50 yards in the game.
This is the fourth time that Green Bay has won the Lombardi Trophy,
winning the first two Super Bowls ever played and the third in 1997.

community to make a lot of
the events happens.
A variety of booths were
present at the fair for people to gain knowledge on
human rights, Howard said.
“If people knew more
about their human rights
they would respect other
people’s rights,” said Matt
Ward, a member of the local
Human Rights Foundation.
“We would raise the standards of how we treat each
other.”
The program featured
speakers Ron Williams

and Carter-Cox. They both
spoke about why civil rights
and equality is important,
drawing inspiration from
past events in history as
well as from personal experiences.
“It is about making sure
that Martin Luther King
Jr.’s dream stays alive,” said
Williams, one of the founders of the legacy committee. “It is also about making
sure that people advocate
his non-violent position,
particularly students at the
university because they go
out and have a huge impact
on the world.”
Williams said he drew
inspiration for his speech
from having heard King

preach at his church when
he was a teenager.
“I got inspiration from
the days when Martin Luther King would come and
preach at different churches,” Williams said. “I was
able to sit next to him when
I was about 13 years old.”
Carter-Cox spoke to the
crowd about the activists
that have fought for the
rights of all people.
The resource fair ran
from 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. in the
library’s Fourth Street lobby and was one of the events
that has been scheduled in
remembrance of King. The
celebrations kicked off on
Jan. 14 and events will run
through March 24.
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UC Davis’
dance team,
MK Modern,
performs
off campus
for the first
time.
Photo:
Michelle
Terris /
Spartan Daily

Kenya Dream foundation raises money with hip hop event
Alex Wara
Staff Writer

In 2007, the Cupertino
High School class of 2010
decided to forgo having a
prom and instead decided to
raise money for the Nthimbiri
Secondary School in Kenya.
The foundation, named
Kenya Dream, has started
a chain of events when
it comes to high school
students becoming more
involved in their communities.
On Feb. 5, the organization
held the event Kenya Dance
III at the San Jose Center for
the Performing Arts.
The hip hop dance event
showcased various groups
from around the Bay Area.
The goal of the event was
to raise money for the or-

ganization’s second project
helping Mukua Secondary
School.
The show included performances by dance crews Team
Millennia, We are Heroes
and Poreotics, from the hit
show America’s Best Dance
Crew.
“We wanted to show that
high school students are the
leaders of the future and
that they do care about the
world,” said Justin Li, executive director of the Dream
Foundation.
He said a group of Cupertino High alumni started
the Dream Foundation in
October 2010.
The goal of the organization is to reach out to high
schools and help get projects
started all over the world.
The event was estimated
to have more than 1,500 in
attendance.
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There was not an empty inspiring project that was
seat in the house when the started by Cupertino High
curtains were raised.
students,” said Al Hassani, a
There were 20 dance crews junior Cupertino High student and cothat ranged
president of
from youth
“We wanted to
Kenya Dream.
to college-age
“The organizakids.
show that high
tion has just
Sounds of
taken off and
new hip hop
beats
with school students are inspired other
students to do
some
oldthe leaders of the the same.”
school beats
D a n c e
could
not
future ...”
teams
were
overpower
able to perthe
excitement and enform differergy of the
ent styles of
Cupertino
hip hop dance
Justin Li
High
stuthat were arDirector of the Dream
dents.
ranged in skill
Foundation
The event
levels.
was run en“It was retirely by students with the ally fun and there was high
help of the Dream Founda- energy,” said Andrew Rollins,
tion, Li said.
a member of the dance group
“I think that it is a really Pandora’s Myth. “We were

able to perform in the beginning so it was energetic and
we got to see the rest of the
show.”
Dance groups from as far
as San Francisco and Sacramento traveled to the event
to perform.
UC Davis dance team MK
Modern took the stage to a
welcoming crowd after being
announced that it was their
first time dancing outside of
the campus.
“One of our members went
to Cupertino High so we
wanted to come and help out
the cause,” said Sasha Hao,
a member of MK Modern.
The crowd was ecstatic by
the end of the night when We
are Heroes and Poreotics took
the stage.
Dressed in superhero costumes, the all female group
We are Heroes was the first
dance crew and pumped up
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the crowd for the featured
performance, Poreotics.
Poreotics left the stage
with a standing ovation from
the crowd after dancing to
different hip hop songs and
even to a Taylor Swift song.
The group ended their
performance by running off
the stage and into the crowd
to throw t-shirts to audience
members.
“How Poreotics ran into
the crowd was definitely a
different experience compared to other groups,” Hassani said.
The event ended with
Poreotics signing posters,
with all proceeds going to
Kenya Dream.
Prior to the event,
Kenya Dream had already
raised $52,000 and plans on
raising $25,000 to fund the
Mukua Secondary School
project.
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Battling the demons of my heritage
It’s a sobering realily that is still
ization when you find
there.
yourself ashamed of
I’ve watched
the country you are
the country go
from.
on a downward
Being a citizen of
spiral with a
any country comes
rising sense of
with its crosses to bear
trepidation, but
— as a Pakistani expaalways with a
triate it comes in the
flicker of hope.
form of a certain kind
But on Jan. 4
of ambivalence.
that hope was
For me, the ambivaextinguished for
Salman Haqqi
lence has metastasized
good.
On The Contrary
into a kind of selfWhatever afloathing by constantly
fection I may
having to juggle an
have had for
obligatory yet sincere sense of pa- Pakistan turned into a vat of aptriotism and cloaking my embar- palling shame as the governor of
rassment in often self-effacing hu- Punjab, the largest province in
mor.
terms of population, was brutally
But the truth of the matter is murdered in the country’s capital
Pakistanis are becoming the world’s Islamabad.
pariahs.
Salman Taseer, one of the few
Since being implicated in a progressive voices in Pakistani polsteady stream of violent attacks — itics, was gunned down by a memfrom the London Tube bombings ber of his own security detail over
in 2005 to the pathetic attempt his stance on changing the blaspheto bomb Times Square — every my law that deems the criticism of
time there is a violent incident, I Islam or its prophet a capital offind myself hoping not to hear the fense.
words “… of Pakistani origin,” utIn a country reeling from last
tered from whichever talking head year’s floods, a crisis of malnutriis on TV.
tion, constant power outages, a
Having spent the formative crumbling infrastructure and an
years of my life in Pakistan, I have economy surviving on foreign
fond memories of my life there, the loans, the fact that the most pressfriends I grew up with and the fam- ing issue concerning the country is

one of blasphemy is simply appalling.
The abject mendacity of such a
reality borders on the clinically insane and the genocidally stupid.
With each bullet that deranged
gunman pumped into Taseer’s
body, with each person celebrating
Taseer’s murder, with each person
who has approved or justified his
death on national TV, with each
politician who promised that they
would not change the law or allow
it to be changed, the rape of humanity had been
carried out and
with it Pakistan
has fallen into
the abyss.
And this is
why Pakistanis
are objects of
fear and suspicion.
Wherever we
go, we Pakistanis must contend
with the “terrorist” label and endure the scrutiny that accompanies
it.
Even with my American passport, I’ve been “interviewed” by
many an immigration official and
scrutinized with extra efficiency by
an English border control officer.
Not long ago the most common
comment Pakistani’s got from an
an immigration official in Ameri-

ca used to be, “My doctor is from
Pakistan.”
Did something happen to the
Pakistani psyche that makes them
susceptible to violence?
The standard narrative goes
something like this:
During the 1980s, the U.S. promoted violent jihad in Pakistan to
create a proxy army to fight against
the godless Soviets in Afghanistan.
The Americans turned a blind
eye to our beloved fundamentalist
military dictator Zia ul-Haq and
his quest for
nuclear weapons and funded
the growth of jihadist ideology,
encouraged the
construction
of madrasas —
religious seminaries that have
now
become
militant birthing grounds —
which are now sources of the very
jihadists proving to be thorns in
America’s side.
Hindsight is, of course, 20-20
and blaming the U.S. is an easy
game to play — one Pakistanis are
all too adept at playing.
But what Pakistan faces goes
deeper than America’s foreign policy blunders 20 years ago.
There’s only so much you can

“Did something
happen to the
Pakistani psyche that
makes them
susceptible to
violence?”

blame on other people. Scapegoating the West is becoming a tired
excuse.
With millions of people having
grown up in a continuously spoonfed state and the right-wing religious lobby’s propaganda about Islam, blasphemy and secularism, we
have members of the ruling class
putting religion over the most basic necessities of human survival.
And the people are willing to let
them get away with it.
Pakistan is embroiled in a war
of irrationality armed with semiautomatic weapons and explosives
against the paltry and impotent
voices of reason and common sense
driven underground out of self
preservation.
I’d like to believe that Taseer’s
death wasn’t in vain, that one day
Pakistan will be a country free of
religious bigotry and incitement to
murder.
But at this point, that is a naive
and juvenile hope at best and a case
of denial at worst.
The fate of those who would
like to cherish any hope resembles
the bloodstains in Islamabad.
I guess my battle with my selfidentity is destined to continue.
“On The Contrary” is a weekly column appearing on Mondays. Salman
Haqqi is the Spartan Daily Executive
Editor.

SJSU administration support mirrors Letters to the Editor
plummeting statewide CSU budget

This letter is in response to the articles covering the civil
unrest occurring in Egypt.

All students will have to
face obstacles and frustrations on their path to graduation, but a select few seem to
have been chosen by a higher
power to have their wills
tested by greater difficulties
than simply earning a passing grade.
Unfortunately, I was one
of those chosen few. In the
past six-and-a-half years I
have spent as a student here
I have been forced to explore
the depths of our woefully
underfunded administration
because of a myriad of mistakes and missteps.
In the fall of 2008 I went
through what some students
may think of as a nightmare
scenario.
It was the middle of November and I was having a
great semester. I was having a
blast as editor-in-chief of Access Magazine and I was doing well in all of my classes.
This changed one morning when I checked MySJSU
and saw I had a couple of
new and unread messages. I
read these in my usual early
morning, sleep-deprived fog.
Then I read them a few more
times as the adrenalin being pumped into my system
made it difficult to process
the words on the screen.
What the messages said, in
short, was that one of my payments was never processed so
I had been dropped from all
of my classes and disenrolled

from the university.
It felt exactly like a
typical student’s nightmare,
and
that is what
I wished it
was.
I
hoped
that I would
wake up at
Eric Austin
any moment
Staff Writer
and find that
my subconscious
was
simply having another paranoid episode. Sadly, that was
not the case.
The rest of the semester
went by in a blur of frustration, anxiety and anger as I
stuck with a few of my classes despite knowing that none
of them would count in the
end.
I simply did not know
what to do with myself, and
going to class was my only
purpose.
When I attempted to reapply for the next fall semester I was told that no
new applications were being
taken because of a reduction
in the amount of students
the university was able to
accept thanks to budget constraints.
I don’t think I’ve ever been
more frustrated in dealing
with SJSU than I was at that
moment. It took 20 e-mails

and at least as
many phone
calls before
someone explained to me
that I could,
in fact, reapply.
When Fall
2009
came
around, I was
the only student I knew
of with four
years of college
under
his belt, waiting to hear whether he was
accepted.
SJSU’s administration is
often castigated by students
and dealing with the administration is considered by a
few of my friends to be a rite
of passage.
That being said, I want to
make it clear that I do not
blame the administrators for
the experiences that I went
through.
Instead, I blame the inherent lack of organization and
manpower that seems to occur whenever there is a lack
of funding available to a public institution.
I also place blame on myself for not paying close
enough attention and not being organized enough to have
seen trouble headed my way.
If someone were to ask
me, based upon my experience, to offer some advice to

incoming freshmen it would
be this: Make a daily habit
of checking everything on
MySJSU.
I found the following
technique to be effective:
Step one, sign in to MySJSU,
step two, check everything
— and that is it. This is a failsafe way of making sure everything is copacetic, unless
MySJSU is down, in which
case the proper response
would be to panic.
Luckily for me, the beginning of this semester is also
the beginning of the end of
my time here, and as I look
back at everything I went
through to get to this point
I can’t help but feel a bond
with this university.
I can compare the feeling to the bond I had with
my first car. No, it wasn’t the
smoothest car on the road.
Yes, it might have had a few
annoying quirks, such as
the passenger door lock not
working and one of the windows always getting stuck,
but as frustrated as I might
have been, that little car always got me there.
I feel that way now about
SJSU. I may have had my
frustrations and I may have
had my struggles with the administration, parking and all
of the issues that can be attributed to the recent budget
cuts, but at the end of the day
this university got me where
I needed to be.

As a citizen of and believer in democracy, I applaud
the efforts of the Egyptian people.
Their efforts are similar to what happened following
the election in Iran and the most recent revolution in
Tunisia.
Believe it or not, one thing that trumps capitalism
and political correctness in the United States is the right
to have one’s voice heard. This is the foundation upon
which our democracy is built.
The Egyptian people should continue to defy President Hosni Mubarak’s powerful security forces so that
Egyptian democracy can begin to thrive.
It is unfortunate that the United States compromised
on one of its most fundamental values in order to protect
its economic interests in the Middle East — something
that happens all too often domestically as well.
It is not the Egyptian people who are attempting to
seize power but rather it is those currently in power who
have engaged in intimidation to prevent the will of the
people from being heard.
Why else would they stoop to such underhanded tactics to block various means of communication among
the citizens of Egypt?
Why is the government in power utilizing such political strong-arm tactics as the use of violence?
President Mubarak, you have had 30 years to lead
Egypt and have failed them by your own choosing. The
days of the puppet regime are finally coming to an end as
it appears the desire for freedom will continue to sweep
among the Arab nations.
Accordingly, let the call go forth among all citizens of
Egypt that your brothers and sisters of democracy from
all over the world are with you during every trial and
tribulation you may encounter during this crisis.
To the people of Egypt, the trumpet of freedom beckons you to rise in protest and ensure your voice to preserve your sacred heritage, promote your children’s future and obtain the blessings of liberty we all cherish.
As was spoken to an Egyptian Pharaoh many years ago
by another enslaved people: Let my people go!

Joe Bialek
Cleveland, Ohio
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BASKETBALL

Wolf Pack shooters burn shorthanded Spartans
Lyell Marks
Staff Writer

A promising start to Saturday night’s
women’s basketball game was halted by the
University of Nevada — Reno’s sound defense and high percentage shooting helped
the Wolf Pack pull away late with a 66-47
win over the Spartans.
Senior Sayja Sumler was two points away
from a career high with 17 for the Spartans, but
SJSU only managed to shoot a meager 27.9%
from the field as a team while the visiting Wolf
Pack shot at a clip of 51.2% in the victory.
To compound the Spartans’ shooting woes,
Nevada’s senior guard Tahnee Robinson had
another great night shooting and finished with
21 points to send the Spartans to 2-20 overall
on the year.
“(Robinson) is a good player and made us
pay,” said head coach Pam DeCosta. “We didn’t
want to leave her but we were too aggressive
trapping and didn’t rotate properly.”
Robinson entered the game second in the
Western Athletic Conference in scoring at 20.8
points per contest for Nevada, and finished
with over 20 points Saturday for the third
straight game to send the Wolf Pack to 15-7 for
the season.
Sumler did an excellent job holding Robinson scoreless for nearly the first five minutes
of play to complement her scoring night, but
individual accolades were cold comfort for her
in the loss.
“I can never be satisfied when we lose,” Sumler said. “Even if I score 30 and we lost it, still
doesn’t mean anything.”

The Spartans’ lack of depth became evident
as the game progressed as Nevada was able
to go on scoring runs while SJSU had to rest
their starters.
“Ever since December we have been playing with seven to nine players,” DeCosta said.
“I think the wear and tear is getting to us and
we need to figure out something to get our
legs back.”
SJSU’s roster has been trimmed significantly
by injuries as only eight players saw the court
against Nevada on Saturday.
Playing with a slimmed down roster has
forced starters such as Sumler and Sara Plavljanin to play extended minutes in the others’
absence, a role Plavljanin has thrived in lately
as the Spartans’ leading scorer for the season.
Plavljanin added 13 points against Nevada
on Saturday night and has been a steady scorer
all season, averaging 11.1 points per game.
All but one of the women’s teams in the
WAC qualify for the conference tournament
in March, and if the season ended today the
Spartans would be tied with Boise State for the
seventh position in the WAC.
Both SJSU and Boise State are one game
better in WAC play than Hawaii, who has only
one conference win.
“We don’t want to put ourselves in the situation where we have to go to Hawaii and depend
on that game to get into the tournament,” Plavljanin said. “We need to work on our transition
defense and just put the ball in the bucket.”
SJSU begins a long road stretch Thursday
with a rematch against Nevada in Reno, and
will then play at New Mexico State, Louisiana Tech and Hawaii before returning home
Feb. 26 for the final three games of the regular season.
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Senior guard Sayja Sumler fights for a loose ball during Saturday night’s loss to the
University of Nevada. Sumler fell two points short of her career high, finishing with 17
points on 6-13 shooting.

WATER POLO

Late surge not enough to topple the Rainbow Wahine
Alex Wara

the first quarter,” Molnar said. “We did not
start the way we wanted too. By the third
quarter we were over the first half.”
Hawaii’s defense was able to keep the
Spartans away from the goal forcing the
The SJSU women’s water polo team was Spartans to take outside shots, said head
wishing the first half of play was more like coach Lou Tully.
the second half last Thursday against Ha“We did not protect the ball,” Tully said.
waii, said junior Timi Molnar.
“Hawaii is one of the best shot blocking
In the first Mountain Pacific Sports Feder- teams in the country.”
ation matchup of the season, the No. 9 SparThe start of the fourth quarter was when
tans (6-3) could not stage a comeback at home the Spartans woke up and fixed their misdespite keeping No. 5 Hawaii (1-0) scoreless takes from the first half.
in the fourth quarter to suf“I think it started off a
fer a 12-9 loss.
little rocky, but we pulled
The Rainbow Wahine
it together at the end and
started the game by scorif we had one more quaring two quick goals in the
ter we could have won,”
first quarter, prompting
Curran said.
an early timeout by the
Into the fourth quarSpartans.
ter, turnovers by Hawaii
“Two years ago we had
and steals from SJSU led
the same thing happen but
to two quick goals from
we came back and beat
the Spartans.
them in overtime so we
Hawaii then called a
Dani Curran
said, ‘We did it before we
timeout with the score at
Junior, utility player
can do it again,’” said ju8-12 midway through the
nior Dani Curran.
fourth quarter.
SJSU’s Molnar led the
With 3:34 left in the
Spartans with six goals along with goals game, a wide shot by Hawaii gave SJSU posfrom Curran, senior Adriana Vogt and junior session of the ball.
Allie Stewart. Junior goalie Meagan Minson
A shot on goal by Vogt went off the post
had 10 saves for the game.
forcing SJSU to call its last full timeout with
The Spartans scored six of the nine goals under a minute left, still trailing 12-8.
in the second half, four of which came in
Coming out of the timeout, Hawaii was
the fourth quarter.
called for a penalty on SJSU’s Molnar. Mon“The second quarter was bad because of lar went one-on-one with Hawaii’s goalie and
Staff Writer

“...we pulled it
together at the end
and if we had one
more quarter we
could have won.”
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made the shot, bringing the score to 12-9.
“Timi did an outstanding job,” Tully said.
“She is a great shooter and she proved that
today. She does a lot of inside stuff for us,
but today the need was for outside stuff.
“The place where she was going to be able
to contribute the most was outside and she

did a good job out there.”
With less than a minute left, the Spartans
could not get any more points on the board, falling 12-9 and making them 0-1 in MPSF play.
The Spartan’s next home game is Feb. 19
against No. 3 ranked UC Berkeley at the
Aquatics Center.

