
In a perfect world, you will soon 
be able to check your class schedule, 
add and drop courses, review your 
campus fi nances, and much more — 
all with a device that can fi t in your 
pocket, said Neil Torrefi el, the uni-
versity webmaster.

SJSU Mo-
bile, currently a 
iPhone-exclusive 
application, is in 
developmental 
stages, in an ef-
fort to create a 
mobile applica-
tion that runs 
like the SJSU 
Web site, with the possibility of 
yielding even more features, Torre-
fi el said.

“Students live by the mobile 
platform, so our goal is to make it 
as functioning as possible,” said 
William Maguire, vice president of 
technology at SJSU.

A small townhall style focus 
group met at the Engineering Build-
ing yesterday in order to discuss the 
potential features of the still in-de-
velopment mobile application.

The main reason for the meet-
ing was to help gather feedback 

and guidance based on information 
from a previous focus group, which 
helped developers create a list of po-
tential features they want to include, 
Torrefi el said.

“We want SJSU mobile to make 
students happy,” Maguire said.

The meeting consisted of a pre-
sentation led by Torrefi el, in which 
the potential features developers 

want to include 
were put up in 
front of the crowd 
for criticism.

The fi rst ma-
jor feature is the 
inclusion of a 
fully functioning 
MySJSU plat-
form designed for 

smart phones such as the iPhone, 
Torrefi el said.

He said the MySJSU portion 
could potentially include the abil-
ity to check class schedules, add and 
drop courses, check wait lists and 
view grades and transcripts.

Several audience members em-
phasized the importance of being 
able to check to-do lists and holds 
on student’s accounts through the 
MySJSU portion of the SJSU mobile 
app as well.
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The California State University 
system announced a long-term initia-
tive to increase six-year graduation 
rates and to help increase the number 
of graduating underrepresented mi-
norities at a Jan. 27 Board of Trustees 
meeting.

“The graduation initiative involves 
all 23 CSU campuses, and is expected 
to raise six-year graduation rates by 
eight percent by 2016, as well as cut 
in half the existing gap in degree at-
tainment by CSU’s underrepresented 
students,” according to a Jan. 27 CSU 
news release.

According to the news release, there 
are no systemwide plans to accomplish 
this goal.

“Every campus is different in terms 
of size, student demographics, academ-
ic programs and available resources,” 
stated CSU spokesperson Erik Fallis in 
an e-mail. “While the system certainly 
has a role and campuses will learn from 
each other, every plan will be written 
to meet the needs of a specifi c campus’ 
students.”

As part of the CSU system, SJSU 
must comply with this initiative, said 
Pat Lopes Harris, director of Media 
Relations for SJSU. SJSU’s goal is 
to increase six-year graduation rates 
by nine percent and to increase the 
graduation rates of underrepresented 
minorities by 12 percent by 2015, Har-
ris said.

According to SJSU’s Offi ce of In-
stitutional Research, current six-year 
graduation rates for students enter-
ing the university in 2001 as a fi rst-
time freshman is 42.1 percent, which 
is below the reported overall total 
graduate rate for the CSU system at 
46 percent.

For underrepresented minorities, 
this fi gure drops to 35 percent, ac-
cording to the Offi ce of Institutional 
Research.

When compared to the national 
average sixth-year graduation rate of 
60 percent, both the CSU system and 
SJSU lag behind, according to a June 
2009 report by the American Enter-
prise Institute, a research advocacy 
group.

“At a time when college degrees 
are valuable — with employers pay-
ing a premium for college graduates 
— fewer than 60 percent of new stu-
dents graduate from four-year colleges 
within six years. At many institutions, 
graduation rates are far worse,” the 

Eric Austin
Staff Writer

University 
aims to 
improve 

grad rates
The ground fl oor of MacQuarrie 

Hall is undergoing a series of renova-
tions in preparation of the creation 
of Spartan Shops’ newest endeavor, 
a full-blown convenience store, said 
Jeff Pauley, director of dining servic-
es at Spartan Shops.

“We’re looking to provide students 
with something they don’t already 
have on campus” said Ryan Ptucha, 
the appointed manager of the cur-
rently under-construction conve-
nience store.

Since groundbreaking in Octo-
ber 2009, the store has been under 
gradual construction at MacQuarrie 
Hall, and is on-schedule for an end-
of-April opening, Ptucha said.

He said Spartan Shops is looking 
to establish the new store as some-
thing comparable to Trader Joe’s, as 
opposed to a 7-11, that offers differ-
ent product mixes than that of a run-
of-the-mill stop.

“We’re making it a personal goal 
to have at least 20 percent of the in-

Justin Albert
Staff Writer

Justin Albert
Staff Writer

Being a full-time student, work-
ing a part-time job, having un-
healthy habits, family burdens and 
relationships between friends are all 
contributors to the amount of stress 
a student's body can and will sustain, 
according to the SJSU campus well-
ness director.

Laurie Morgan said on Friday 
that it is important to build habits 
that will help students get through 
college and the rest of their lives.

"Economic times have hit hard." 
Morgan said.

The No. 1 problem with students 
is stress, Morgan said.

She said being proactive is one of 
the best ways to relieve stress-relat-
ed tension.

Her mission is to support stu-
dents’ success and prevent them 
from becoming overwhelmed, she 
said.

There are SJSU wellness advo-
cates who tackle the task of edu-
cating students about each sub-
ject related to wellness, Morgan 
said.

Malm said she has been a 
peer educator for a year and a 
half.

"Just being involved with an activ-

ity relieves a lot of stress," she said.
Malm said there is a stress-

free zone offered the week before 
fi nals, aside from the massage 
chair.

She said the stress-free zone has 
Play-Doh and board games out for 
students to use.

The stress-free zone plays mov-
ies for kids and hosts presentations 
that feature tips to cope with stress, 
Malm said.

Terri Thames, interim director for 
counseling services, said there are 
times that are hard on students.

"There's been a huge increase 
within the past two years," Thames 
said.

At the end of last semester, there 
were 89 individuals left on the wait 
list, she said.

Thames said the length of the wait 
list tells her that more students are 
becoming aware of the services of-
fered on campus.

This is important, because coun-
seling services off campus can cost 
up to $130, she said.

Six counseling sessions per se-
mester is more than enough, Thames 
said.

Sometimes, one session is enough, 
but the average amount of sessions 

The construction site of the new store at the ground fl oor of MacQuarrie Hall.
Kibiwot Lima / Spartan Daily

Stress-relief options 
open to students
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Spartan iPhone app 
may be coming soon 
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The impact of Google’s book 
digitization efforts currently 
doesn’t worry local library ad-
ministrators or the owner of one 
San Jose bookstore.

“I think it’s a great tool and I 
like it a lot,” said SJSU reference 
librarian Ann Agee. “It provides 
more resources and ways to fi nd 
things.”

Agee said she sees the Google 
database as an important re-
source for librarians and stu-
dents alike.

Sales at Beat the Book-
store haven’t been affected by 
Google’s book database despite 
its sprawling breadth, said J. 
Courtney Black, the store’s own-
er.

“Until digital readers get to a 
price point where students can 
afford the risk of them being 
stolen, I think books are safe,” 
he said.

The Google Books database, 
which was started in 2004, now 
features more than 10 million 
titles.

Books still under copyright 
can be purchased as e-books, 
but the database also offers free 
online access to books that are 
no longer under copyright, ac-
cording to the offi cial Google 
blog.

Even without a digital reader, 
Steve Zyszkiewicz, a senior soft-
ware engineering major, said 
he already prefers reading off 

screens to reading books.
“It’s hard for me to open a 

book, particularly a textbook, 
but if I’m by my computer it’s 
nice just to have it there,” he 
said.

Jon Amasol, a senior health 
science major, said he enjoys e-
books because they make for ef-
fi cient studying.

“Everything is digital now,” 
he said. 
“Rather than 
using a pen 
to highlight, 
I’d rather 
just use my 
fi ngertips.”

M a r y 
Nino, the 
interim as-
sociate dean 
of the Dr. 
Martin Lu-
ther King 
Jr. Library, said in the past few 
years the library has purchased 
more digital collections based 
on student need.

Nino said that as of 2008, 
the library held over 44,000 e-
books.

Agee said she doesn’t see any 
of the services offered by the 
King Library being replaced by 
Google, despite its gigantic size.

“The library is only becoming 
more popular, circulation and 
use keep rising,” she said. “As 
a database it’s a wonderful tool, 
but it doesn’t have the accuracy 
of Academic Search Premier or 
Web of Science.”

Nino said she didn’t feel 
threatened by the Google books 
database.

“There are still some issues, 
like privacy, that need to be 
ironed out,” she said.

Google Books has more than 
just a few issues to be ironed out 
as it attempts to make settle-
ment in a lawsuit involving orga-
nizations including the Authors 

Guild and the 
Association 
of American 
Publishers, 
a c c o r d i n g 
to an article 
by the AFP 
news agen-
cy.

The law-
suit primar-
ily deals 
with Google 
partially dis-

playing in-copyright but out-of-
print books on its database with 
books that are considered public 
domain and those that are au-
thorized to be displayed by pub-
lishers, according to an article 
on CNET’s Web site.

The French government is 
among those not considering a 
settlement with Google. France 
has decided to block the use of 
more than 100,000 French titles 
under copyright that Google has 
already scanned, according to 
an article in Newsweek.

Spartan Bookstore and Rob-
ert’s Bookstore were unavailable 
for comment.

Eric Van Susteren
Staff Writer

Rutvij Patel, a senior civil 
engineering major, said he 
was surprised when he found 
out that SJSU had a Sculptor's 
Guild.

Patel wasn’t the only student 
who was unsure that SJSU had 
a Sculptor’s Guild.

“I probably have heard 
about it but can’t recall,” said 
Ruth Gonzales, a senior hospi-
tality management major.

The guild is not new to SJSU 
and has been a part of the uni-
versity since 1978, said John 
Schultz, an SJSU alumnus and 
member of the guild.

Founded by students, the 
guild was built to “create a 
community of artist that had a 
common goal to make art and 
work together," said Ryan Car-
rington, a fi ne arts graduate 
student and the guild presi-
dent.

Carrington said the guild’s 
functions are "to buy and order 
the materials and working hand 
in hand to create the things we 
do here.”

“The guts of it is that we’re 
all artists and we all love to 
make things. Without a facil-
ity like this and a guild order-
ing, (people) couldn’t make 
the stuff (they) create here (on 
campus),” Carrington said.

“I think building things (is) 
cool … anything that is hands 
on, people should really get 
into,” said Alia Tull, a fresh-
man political science major.

The guild does its best at 
saving money by ordering ma-
terials when the price is low, 
and by keep-
ing its eyes 
out for low 
prices the 
guild saved 
$2,000 last 
year, Car-
rington said.

The guild 
is located off 
campus, at 
the univer-
sity foundry, 
the actual 
location where they do there 
work, on South Fifth Street ad-
jacent to a public park, the Art 
Ark Gallery and artists’ apart-
ments, as stated on the Sculp-
ture Guild Web site.

The main purpose of the 
guild is, “looking for a symbiot-
ic relationship with the classes 
that exist at the foundry,” Car-
rington said.

The three major classes 
offered at the foundry are 
Art 171-Advanced Sculpture 
with David Middlebrook, Art 
169-Metal Casting with Linda 
Walsh and Art 175-Metal Fab-
rication with David Anderson, 
Carrington said.

“I would be interested (in 
taking their classes), because 
I think art is a part of life, and 
being able to create something 
that’s a sculpture is an expres-
sion of yourself in a way,” said 
Bryan Yen, a senior computer 
science major.

T h e r e 
are volun-
teers in the 
guild who 
have had a 
connection 
with the 
foundry in 
the past.

“A lot are 
ex-students 
or ex-grads 
that took a 
class and 

fell in love with the place and 
the medium,” Carrington said.

To be a member, one doesn’t 
have to be an art major or have 
a history with sculptures — the 
only requirement is to be a stu-
dent or alumnus of SJSU, Car-
rington said.

It is recommended by the 
guild to take a class beforehand 
for safety precautions, though 
it is not necessary, he said.

Carrington said that in order 
for the guild to function, the 
foundry, where the sculptures 
are created, is needed — other-
wise, there wouldn’t be enough 
space to hold all of the classes 
and tools.

Art 175, Art 169 and Art 
222 must be fi lled to ensure 
the survival of the foundry 
and the guild, Carrington 
said.

Those members aren’t all 
current students, and the class-
es at the foundry need more 
people to participate, observe 
and create new art to remain, 
Carrington said.

Teresa Hanson, the guild’s 
treasurer and fi ne arts spatial 
major, said there are between 
50 and 60 members.

“What is really great about 
working here is that it’s more 
of a creative workshop where 
you can browse and get artist 
feedback,” Hanson said.

Another perk of being a 
guild member is that there is 
free parking surrounding the 
foundry, which is convenient 
for artists who have a lot of 
supplies to carry, Hanson said.

Membership to the guild is 
$15 per semester, and helps 
students save about 30 percent 
in the cost of materials, Car-
rington said.

He said the $15 member-
ship fee covers tools, general 
operating procedures and gives 
students the ability to buy ma-
terials through the guild, which 
allows (students to purchase) 
at a cheaper rate — but it does 
not cover the actual materials, 
such as bronze, aluminum and 
iron.

A calendar feature is going 
to be included with the app 
that should allow students and 
faculty to check on-campus 
events, sports schedules and 
fraternity and sorority events 
in real time, Torrefi el said.

He said several other fea-
tures are also being considered 
for the application. A directory 
that could include a list of stu-
dent, faculty and staff e-mails 
and contact information is a 
possibility for the application, 
Torrefi el said.

He said the SJSU mobile 
app hopes to include a map 
feature that would allow users 
to fi nd buildings, view addi-
tional info about structures on 
campus, and possibly view 3-D 
architecture at SJSU.

Academic services, such as 
Alert-SJSU, Blackboard and 
the Career Center will also be 

accessible through the applica-
tion, Torrefi el said.

Thus far, the application 
will be developed exclusively 
for the iPhone, but will eventu-
ally branch out to include other 
smart phones such as Black-
berrys, Maguire said.

After covering the potential 
features of the new application, 
Torrefi el concluded the meet-
ing by asking audience mem-
bers what some of the barriers 
to using the app might be.

Several of the main barriers 
included, price, coverage and 
the effectiveness of campus 
wireless, Torrefi el said.

Despite the possibility of all 
these new features, Torrefi el 
said one major factor the de-
velopers will be focusing on is 
maximizing productivity with 
SJSU mobile.

“One of the most important 
pieces we are putting atten-
tion to is user interface,” he 
said. “The biggest difference 
between using MySJSU on a 
browser versus viewing it as an 

app is going to be the stream-
lined interface.”

Torrefi al said the applica-
tion is going to be developed 
by an external program vendor 
once the project gets past the 
early planning stages.

Thus far, the application is 
going to be free of charge and 
is scheduled to launch by this 
summer, he said.

APP
From Page 1

Ashley Finden
Staff Writer

Steve Davis, a spatial arts graduate student, welds 
metal at the SJSU Foundry.

Kevin Hume / Spartan Daily

Sculptor’s Guild strives 
to gain more interest

Donations for U.S. universities 
fall 12 percent in 2009 
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SEATTLE (AP) — Charitable 
contributions to colleges and 
universities plummeted an av-
erage 11.9 percent nationwide 
in 2009, the steepest drop in at 
least three decades, according 
to a new report.

Individual giving dropped in 
both dollars and participation 
numbers. Gifts for endowments 
and new buildings saw the big-
gest decreases, according to the 
Council for Aid to Education, 
which released its 2009 fi scal 
report on Wednesday.

Donation declines piled on 
top of endowment drops av-
eraging 22 percent, plus state 
budget cuts for public colleges.

"We knew that this was go-
ing to be a bad year," said Ann 
E. Kaplan, director of the sur-
vey, who noted that 2009 was 
a bad year for both the institu-
tions and the donors who sup-
port them. "Nothing that came 
out of the numbers surprised 
me very much."

One area of giving that did 
not decline as much was gifts 
from organizations, including 
corporations, foundations, re-
ligious organizations and other 
nonprofi ts.

Stanford University took in 
$640.1 million and was at the 
top of the fi scal 2009 fundrais-
ing list, followed by Harvard, 
Cornell and the University of 
Pennsylvania. The annual re-
port was based on 1,027 survey 
responses.

Stanford held onto its top 
spot, despite a drop in fund-
raising income of $175 mil-
lion, because most of the 

other universities on the Top 
20 list also saw dramatic 
decreases.

Harvard's fundraising in-
come went down $50 million, 
the University of California, 
Los Angeles, dropped by near-
ly $105 million, and even the 
school known for attracting the 
most medical research dollars 
— Johns Hopkins University — 
saw its income drop by about 
$16 million.

A few saw changes in the op-
posite direction, including Cor-
nell University, with a fundrais-
ing increase of $38 million, and 
the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology with an increase of 
about $7 million.

Kaplan said on Tuesday that 
many universities are expect-
ing 2010 to be a better year 
for fundraising, because some 
donors were waiting to see the 
stock market improve before 
making some planned gifts.

But she did not expect the 
improvement to bring dona-
tions back up to 2008 levels.

"If the past is an indication of 
the future, things should start to 
recover now. How quickly that's 
going to happen, I'm not sure," 
she said.

The 20 institutions that 
raised the most money in 2009 
brought in $7.28 billion, which 
was $1.13 billion less than the 
top 20 top schools raised in 

2008.
But 2009 wasn't bad for ev-

ery college. The University of 
Washington — No. 12 on the 
Council for Aid to Education's 
list — had its best fundraising 
year in history, said Walt Drey-
foos, associate vice president of 
advancement services.

It brought in $324 million 
in fi scal 2009 — an increase 
of more than $20 million over 
2008.

Individual donations were 
down at the Seattle university 
last year, but corporate and 
foundation dollars going mostly 
to research remained strong. In 
addition to research money, the 
university was still collecting 
on multiyear pledges from a re-
cord-breaking capital campaign 
that ended in June 2008.

"You look at the state's in-
vestment in this university. And 
then you look at the private sec-
tor's support for this university. 
The private sector is voting with 
its wallet, saying this is a great 
university," Dreyfoos said.

Donations for the current 
fi scal year are down compared 
2009, he added, but he wasn't 
sure what additional dollars 
would come in before the end 
of June.

"I hate making predictions 
because it kind of assumes 
people's generosity," Dreyfoos 
said.
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It’s a good way to have other people be knowledge-
able of the African American heritage.

It’s a reminder to me and others of how much Af-
rican Americans struggle, and where we are today, 
and how we got here.

Remembering what a lot of people have done in the 
past: marches, incidents, and protests to create 
a fair environment for the people who had been 
disparaged for over 500 years. 

It makes everyone recognize and appreciate the 
past. Its one month of the year to give thanks and 
recognize it.

It’s a good time to refl ect on a lot of the things the 
notable black people in history have done. But just 
one month out of the year is not enough. It should 
be known more than just one month.

It promotes the awareness of the African American 
heritage and their diversity.

CAMPUSVOICES BY JENN ELIAS

What does Black History Month mean to you?

Jenny Nguyen
Sophomore, Nursing

Joanna Ricatort
Senior, Nutritional Science

Brent Young
Junior, Kinesiology

Mario Lamas
Junior, Graphic Design

Elaine Papa
Senior, Marketing

Majeed Mohamed
Junior, Civil Engineering

store items be organic or envi-
ronmentally sustainable,” Ptu-
cha said.

By implementing things 
such as wooden shelves and 
organic foods, the new store is 
hoping to shy away from the im-
agery associated with the typi-
cal convenience store, Ptucha 
said.

“We want it to be a more 
pleasant place to be than a 7-11, 

in addition to carrying higher 
quality products,” Pauley said.

In addition to offering the 
standard array of convenience 
items, the new store will also 
feature several dining options 
for students on the go or look-
ing to grab a quick bite.

Covering about 3,500 square 
feet, the location will include an 
in-house deli, a salad bar simi-
lar to the one found in the Mar-
ket Cafe, an array of soups and 
a Peet’s Coffee, Ptucha said.

Chris Pedroza, a senior ac-
counting information system 
major, said he doesn’t feel the 

need for additional dining and 
service options.

“Considering the state of 
the economy and the fact that 
there we already have the Vil-
lage Market, Market Cafe and 
Student Union, there’s really 
no need for a fourth store, es-
pecially since it will be across 
the street from a 7-11,” Pedroza 
said.

Some students, such as 
Carena Ng, a sophomore man-
agement information systems 
major, feel that only time will 
tell whether the new store is a 
necessary addition to SJSU’s 

choice of eateries.
“It might be a little exces-

sive, because we already have 
all these same places on cam-
pus, but maybe if the store of-
fers something new it could be 
better,” Ng said.

The decision to create the 
store is tied to the current plans 
to renovate the Student Union, 
Pauley said.

Because of renovations that 
are scheduled for this coming 
summer, the Student Union 
cafeteria will be closed, result-
ing in the need to relocate the 
offi ces of Spartan Shops, in ad-

dition to providing food servic-
es to compensate for the loss, 
he said.

After receiving approval 
from several outlets, including 
the Space Allocation Commit-
tee and the chancellor, the new 
MacQuarrie Hall store has been 
under construction in order to 
fi ll the niche left open by the 
upcoming closing of the Stu-
dent Union cafeteria, Pauley 
said.

Because of the nature of the 
convenience store’s location 
within a classroom building, 
Spartan Shops is taking certain 

measures in order to smoothly 
assimilate itself, Pauley said.

“We want to be good neigh-
bors” he said.

Some of the limitations in-
clude serving food that requires 
little in the way of preparation 
and cooking, such as slicing 
cold meats, as to not disturb 
neighboring classrooms, Pau-
ley said.

The new store is completely 
fi nanced by Spartan Shops and 
no funds are coming from either 
the CSU budget or reducing any 
sort of funding for anyone on 
campus, he said.

STORE
From Page 1
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OF THE WEEK
LOOKLOOK

Name: Mia Evangelista
Year, Major: Sophomore, occupational 
therapy 
What inspired your look today? It 
looked gray outside so I decided to wear some 
color to stand out. Just because it is gloomy, 
doesn’t mean I have to dress grumpy! Also, my 
cardigan and boots always keep me warm in 
this kind of weather.
What do you hate most about 
fashion? I hate when items are so expensive 
— it’s such a tease because you cannot buy 
something you cannot afford.
Where are your favorite places to 
shop? I love affordable places like Forever 
21, H&M and Macy’s.  I also have a weakness 
for Victoria’s Secret’s PINK collection because 
any bright color attracts me!
In what clothing are you the 
happiest? I’m from Daly City where fog is 
basically the only weather you get. Therefore, 
I love wearing sweaters — whether it’s a 
pullover, zip-up, cardigan or hoodie — 
because they keep me warm and when I’m 
warm, I’m happy!
What is your most treasured item of 
clothing or accessory and why?
My snow jacket. I use it as my raincoat, and 
it’s very useful, especially when it’s cold since 
I don’t always like to carry an umbrella, but 
today I did. 

Photo and interview by 
            Hannah Keirns

From the Grammys to SJSU, jazz band performs

Photos courtesy of The UNT One O’Clock Lab Band Web site

Grammy nominated, The University of Texas One O’Clock 
Lab Band performed Sunday night in the Music building. 

The University of North 
Texas One O’Clock Lab Band 
went from the Grammy cer-
emony at Los Angeles’ Staples 
Center on Sunday to SJSU 
one day later. Monday night, 
they put on a show for more 
than 150 people at the Music 
building.

The UNT One O’Clock Lab 
Band is a first-string band 
of nine big bands at the UNT 
College of Music, nationally 
recognized for its jazz studies 
department, according to the 
band’s official Web site.

The band landed a spot at 
the Staples Center on Sunday 
by earning two 2009 Grammy 
nominations — giving it a to-
tal of six nominations in its 
history.

Scott Mulvahill, the band’s 
bassist, called the Grammy 
ceremony “a huge spectacle.”

The band’s album, “Lab 

2009,” was up for the Best 
Large Jazz Ensemble Album, 
and their director, Steve Wiest, 
was nominated for his piece, 
“Ice Nine,” which appeared on 
“Lab 2009,” in the Best Instru-
mental Composition category.

“Ice Nine” is a very upbeat 
number, filled with staccato 
trumpet blows and layered 
trombone. The piece, which 
Wiest said was inspired by the 
strange element, “ice-nine,” in 
Kurt Vonnegut’s novel “Cat’s 
Cradle,” felt at times danger-
ous and rough — much like 
the book itself. Clapping from 
the crowd ended a particularly 
dramatic part, as a calmer pia-
no portion led to a drum-crash 
ending.

With an up-and-down feel, 
the composition could eas-
ily be a theme song to the 
Vonnegut novel.

Aaron Lington, SJSU jazz 
orchestra conductor and One 
O’Clock Band alum, said the 
best part of having his former 

band play was for his students 
to “hear what’s possible.”

The band was already on 
a West Coast tour, including 
the 21st annual Folsom Jazz 
Festival, of which Lington was 
a judge.

“As a part of the festi-
val, I saw early on that they 
were going to be out here,” 

Lington said.
He then spoke to friend and 

band manager Craig Marshall 
to arrange a stop at SJSU.

Early in the show, the band 
played UNT One O’Clock Lab 
alum Mike Bogle’s arrange-
ment, “Got A Match?”

If there was any way a dying 
whale could sound beautiful, 
it would be in “Got A Match?” 
Blasting trumpet and a grip-
ping solo by saxophonist Sam 
Reid felt like the harmonious 
death call of a gray whale.

The piece, originally by 
Chick Corea, was nominated 
for a Grammy in 1989 for Best 
Arrangement of An Instru-
mental, and appeared on the 
UNT One O’Clock Lab Band’s 
“Lab 89.”

Wiest explained that one ad-
vantage of attending the Gram-
my ceremony was the subse-
quent after party, at which 
he said his band was able to 
meet Corea.

The band also played “On 
Green Dolphin Street,” a num-
ber originally composed for a 
1947 film of the same name. 

The piece featured an ec-
static solo by trombonist Luke 
Brimhall, along with dreamy 
piano and lightly drummed 
cymbals.

Next was a piece rear-
ranged by Lab Band gradu-
ate and former SJSU student 
Dave Richards. Originally by 
Dave Brubeck, “Here Comes 
McBride,” bounced and twist-
ed throughout. 

The song brought to mind 
an image of a suited man 
waltzing down an aisle, full of 
smiles and handing out high-
fives to seated men and women 
along the way.

Once a music major at SJSU, 
Richards journeyed to Denton, 
Texas, to study at UNT’s re-
nowned jazz division.

The band also performed 
Steely Dan’s “Pretzel Logic.” 
The piece, a rearrangement 
by Lawrence University’s Fred 
Sturm, had the impeccable feel 
of a Steely Dan track mixed 
with the UNT One O’Clock 
Band’s signature jazzy touch.

With obvious experience 
and music talent, this show 
was a well-conceived event 
for the betterment of the 
SJSU music department — as 
well as entertainment for jazz 
enthusiasts in the area.

Daniel Herberholz
Staff Writer

Animation lecture inspires imaginations
More than 90 students 

learned the ins and outs of in-
dependent animation and fi lm-
making from a professor who 
does it himself.

The “Inbetweens of Inde-
pendent Animation” lecture 
was hosted by David Chai, an 
assistant professor with the an-
imation and illustration depart-
ment, who is part of the Art and 
Design school’s Tuesday night 
lecture series that will contin-
ue throughout the rest of the 
semester. Chai, an alumnus 
with a  Master’s degree in ani-
mation and illustration, started 
submitting and competing in 
fi lm festivals in 2003.

Chai has had animated 

short fi lms compete in more 
than 90 fi lm festivals, includ-
ing the Sundance Film Festival 
and San Jose’s Cinequest fi lm 
festival.

According to Chai’s Web site, 
he has won more than 20 awards 
from fi lm festivals around the 

country and his work has ap-
peared on television channels 
such as MTV2 and G4TV. 

Chai said one of the focuses 
of his lecture was to inform 
students about the production 
process of fi lmmaking, which is 
something that he had to learn 

on his own.
“The fi rst fi lm I did cost a 

lot of money, it cost $6,000,” 
Chai said. “It was shot tradi-
tionally on 35mm fi lm. And 
had I known then what I know 
now it could have been done for 
$500 digitally.”

Chai said this is important 
to teach his students because 
it’s something they don’t get to 
teach inside the normal school 
schedule.

During the lecture, Chai pre-
sented short animated fi lms 
by different animators who he 
admires.

He explained how different 
animators fi nance their fi lms 
through commercial work or 
by the awards they receive from 
winning in fi lm festivals.

“The main thing is show-
ing them indie (independent) 
fi lmmakers and showing them 
different approaches that they 
can go through if they wanted to 
pursue a career like that instead 
of a studio career,” Chai said. 

Jonathan Thompson, a 
freshman illustration and ani-

mation major, was motivated 
by the lecture and the possibili-
ties of working on independent 
animated fi lms and competing 
in fi lm festivals.

“My main goal is to 
get noticed and have my 
artwork come more alive,” 
Thompson said.

Chai told his students that 
not every fi lm they make will be 
accepted by a fi lm festival, let 
alone win awards.

Chai said he heard an esti-
mate from a colleague that a 
fi lm has a one in 10 chance of 
being accepted to compete in an 
independent fi lm festival.

Chai said each of the four 
fi lmmakers whose work was 
shown at the lecture had dif-
ferent styles of animation, from 
traditional pencil-and-paper 
animation to fi lms that used 
Adobe Flash software.

“I’ve got some new fi lmmak-
ers to study and I learned more 
about the process of submitting 
fi lms to festivals,” said Hillary 
Bradfi eld, a senior illustration 
and animation major.

Despite the struggles of being 
an independent animator, Chai 
said there is no greater plea-
sure than working on a project 
with great people, because the 
end result is always larger than 
one person.

Donovan Farnham
Staff Writer

Animation by Patrick Smith
An example Assistant Professor David Chai showed during his lecture on animation on fi lm.



Albert Cobarrubias, an 
SJSU alumnus and member 
of the criminal justice honor 
society, Alpha Phi Sigma, was 
fatally shot on Jan. 23, ac-
cording to a San Jose Police 
news release.

Michael Burke, Alpha Phi 
Sigma’s current president, 
said he is still in shock about 
Cobarrubias’ passing.

“I am the only member of 
Alpha Phi Sigma who knew 
him out of the current mem-
bers,” Burke said. “I wish our 
current members had the 
opportunity to get to know 
him.”

Gilbert Villareal, justice 
studies department coordina-
tor, said Cobarrubias did a lot 
of volunteer work with Alpha 
Phi Sigma, including work 
with the University Police De-
partment’s toy drive and com-
munity service.

Villareal said Cobarrubias 
also volunteered with the jus-
tice studies department.

“He volunteered at our 
convocation ceremonies 
and sometimes at our career 
and internship fair when we 
had it,” Villareal said. “And 
even afterwards, after he 
graduated, actually, he used 
to call and ask if he could 
help.”

Cobarrubias’ involvement 
with Alpha Phi Sigma and his 
regular presence in the justice 
studies department allowed 
him to become close with Vil-
lareal and the department’s 
staff.

“We actually hung out with 
him after our last convocation 
in the spring, because he came 
and he volunteered,” Villareal 
said.  “I love that guy. I’m go-
ing to miss him a lot.”

SJSU Assistant Professor 
Sang Kil became close with 
Cobarrubias after having him 
in her Justice Studies 132 
class.

“He was really the person I 
kind of designed the class for,” 
Kil said. “In the sense that I 
really want people to analyze 
their social location, and to 
analyze legal practices vis-a-
vis their stories, and he picked 
up on it really quickly.”

Kil later became Cobarru-
bias’ adviser when he interned 
at Silicon Valley De-Bug, a San 

Jose-based organization that 
explores community issues, 
including racial profi ling.

After Cobarrubias complet-
ed his internship and gradu-
ated from SJSU in the Spring 
2008, Kil said he continued 
his involvement with De-Bug, 
volunteering in its legal clin-
ic and attending its Sunday 
meetings.

Cobarrubias and Kil re-
mained in contact.

Kil said Cobarrubias vol-
unteered with a student ac-
tivist summit Kil was putting 
together for SJSU in the Fall 
2008 and Spring 2009.

“Albert was on the ground 
level, helping me and other 
students really kind of think 
through and fi gure out what 
we could do around activism 
and student involvement and 
student advocacy work,” Kil 
said.

Kil said Cobarrubias’ in-
volvement with the summit 
refl ected his passion for social 
justice and for SJSU.

“He was just amazing like 
that,” Kil said.

Kil said that in addition 
to his work with the student 
activist summit, Cobarrubias 
remained involved at SJSU by 
volunteering at graduations, 
passing out commencement 
programs in the aisles.

“That was just Albert,” Kil 
said. “He would come back 
and still help out, as if he was 
a student. He participated 
even more than our students 
who are actually enrolled 
do.”

Kil said that De-Bug had a 
fundraiser on Friday to help 
Cobarrubias’ family pay for 
funeral costs, and said that 
SJSU’s justice studies depart-
ment is working on giving Co-
barrubias a scholarship post-
humously, or fi nding some 
way to lessen his family’s fi -
nancial burden, as a means of 
acknowledging Cobarrubias’ 
dedication to the department 
and to SJSU.

Jan Hagemann, Alpha Phi 
Sigma’s adviser, said that 
members of the criminal jus-
tice honor society will also 
raise money to help cover 
Cobarrubias’ funeral costs by 
selling coffee and breakfast 
foods next week in MacQuar-
rie Hall from 8:30 a.m. until 
12:00 p.m. Monday through 
Thursday.
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The Greek Councils at SJSU 
are getting closer to solving 
their differences, a Greek Coun-
cil representative stated.

Sarah Lewis, the new presi-
dent of the SJSU National Pan-
hellenic Conference, stated in 
an e-mail that she thinks the 
Greek Councils are moving to-
ward a new understanding of 
one another.

“The current relationship 
between the four Greek Coun-
cils is very promising,” Lewis 
stated. “I think that the Greek 
Councils and their member or-
ganizations have all come to the 
realization that the Greek expe-
rience will be a lot easier and fun 
for all of our members if we try 
to understand our differences 
and learn from each other. Our 
four councils have defi nitely be-
gun to work together a lot more 
often and are actively working 
to improve relationships.”

In past semesters, the sto-
ry was somewhat different, a 
Greek Council representative 
stated.

Gerald Baptiste, former 
president of the National Pan-
Hellenic Council at SJSU, stat-
ed in an e-mail last semester 
that the Greek Councils were 
trying to rebuild relationships 
between one another.

“What I can say about the 
relationship between the four 
councils is that it is rebuilding,” 
he stated. “I would say certain 
organizations are closer to one 
another than the councils as a 
whole. That’s why I say the re-
lationship is progressing and 
rebuilding.” 

Jackie Nguyen, former pres-
ident of the United Sorority and 
Fraternity Council, stated in 
an e-mail that the Greek coun-
cils need to develop better re-
lationships and communicate 
better.

“The relationship between 
councils are yet in need of more 
communication,” Nguyen stat-
ed. “We are working hard on 
narrowing down the gaps for 
many years. Each year, we try 
different activities and require-
ments to help bond better.”

There are high hopes for the 
semesters and years to come, 
since the relationships of the 
councils during the last few 
years have not been that strong, 
Baptiste stated. 

“In the past year, the councils 
have gotten somewhat closer 
and more friendships are start-

ing to build between individual 
members,” he stated. “Hope-
fully, if we continue to progress 
like we have, our councils can 
be strong and always willing to 
work with one another.”

Lewis stated in the e-mail 
she has seen the councils grow a 
lot over the past few years, and 
she’s looking forward to them 
growing even more.

“The relationship between 
the councils has grown to be a 
lot more positive,” Lewis stated. 
“By addressing both positive 
and negative preconceived gen-
eralizations, our councils have 
been able to understand each 
other better and respect our dif-
ferences.”

Nguyen stated she is not 
so sure the relationship will 
be built back as quickly as it 
should be.

“Each year, there are new 
board members representing 
the council,” Nguyen stated.  “It 
is harder, because we start our 
relationship over and over each 
year.  Some of the event we try 

to do together is Greek Week.”
Nguyen stated that before, it 

was only a couple of the frater-
nities and sororities.

“Now we have all councils 
collaborate and get together,” 
Nguyen stated.

There are reasons for the 
past rocky relationship, Lewis 
stated.

“I think the past rocky re-
lationships between the four 
councils is greatly due to mis-
understandings,” Lewis stated.  
“Our four councils are differ-
ent but represent the same 
values.  I think it just took a bit 
of time for members to realize 
that all of our organizations are 
founded on the same principles 
– creating a family, scholastic 
achievement, personal develop-
ment, community involvement 
and leadership growth.”

Past councils and present 
councils have attempted to put 
things together to help the rela-
tionships of the organizations, 
Baptiste stated.

“With my organization, Phi 

Beta Sigma Fraternity Inc., we 
are throwing social with other 
organizations on campus,” Bap-
tiste stated. “Also we continue 
to converse with other members 
outside Greek-time like walking 
to class, having lunch/dinner 
with one another, or even going 
to movies and parties.”

Some organizations are 
helping one another out by at-
tending each other’s events, 
Lewis stated.

“My specifi c sorority is really 
trying to break down barriers by 
educating our members about 
all of the councils, as well as 
participating in and attending 
events that all Greek organiza-
tions hold,” Lewis stated.

Other organizations are as-
sisting each other by extending 
a helping hand, Nguyen stated 
in an e-mail.

“My sorority is Sigma Theta 
Psi,” Nguyen stated. “We don’t 
just hang out or help out our 
council chapters, but extend 
ourselves to other councils by 
helping them.”

Kristen Pearson
Staff Writer

(From Left) Sarah Lewis, president of the Panhellenic Council, Wilson Kong, president of 
the Interfraternity Council, Gerald Baptiste, president of the National Panhellenic Coun-
cil, and Jeremy Manuel, of the United Sorority & Fraternity Council.

Thomas Webb / Spartan Daily

Greek Councils relations improveSJSU grad’s death 
still stuns peers

Kathryn McCormick
Staff Writer



The SJSU women’s water polo team 
has started its season 7-0, but it won’t 
settle for anything less than an NCAA 
Championship appearance.

The Spartans have won two tourna-
ments, the Michigan Kick-Off and the 
Nor Cal Cup, winning three games each 
weekend. The largest win came in their 
last game over Sonoma State, in Berke-
ley, where the team won 17-3.

“It’s teams that are not in our confer-
ence, it’s not as competitive,” said Kath-

ryn Hannum, a fourth year player on 
the team. “But they’re still good games, 
nonetheless.”

Several members of the team said 
they expect a lot of wins.

“So far, we haven’t really seen any-
body from our conference, but I think 
we can beat everybody, everybody is 
beatable,” said Meagan Minson, the 
team’s starting goalkeeper. “I expect 
so much out of our team, actually, this 
year. Just like last year, we all have our 
goals in mind, NCAA, and to really do 
well.”

This weekend is the Stanford Invi-

tational. On Feb. 6, the team plays USC 
and Michigan and on Feb. 7, they play 
Stanford.

“It will get a little bit tougher at that 
point as we meet teams within our own 
conference, the MPSF (Mountain Pacif-
ic Sports Federation),” Hannum said.

The women’s water polo team is a 
young team, with most of its players 
being sophomores, but head coach Lou 
Tully said that isn’t an issue.

“On paper, we look a little young, 
but they’re fairly experienced,” he said . 
“The two freshmen are coming on pretty 
fast.” 

While the team is young, they all 
have experience, Tully said.

“There’s a lot of sophomores here, 
but those are not new faces,” he said. 
“Obviously they played here last year, 
and they played a lot last year. We had 
some very good freshmen, which are 
sophomores now.”

Tully said there are three players 
who came back who were top scorers 

last season.
“Dani (Curran) was an All-American 

last year as a freshman,” Tully said. 
“And that’s the fi rst time we ever had 
a freshman All-American, and she was 
also I think the highest scorer in the 
MPSF for player for freshman, so she’s 
a real big-time player.” 

Bridget McKee and Adriana Vogt are 
both good scorers, Tully said.

“Those three, I think, are our top re-
turning scorers, and they accounted for 
a lot of goals last year,” he said.

McKee is fast, so she gets a lot of 
goals from counter attacks and Vogt 
and Curran are both tremendous out-
side shooters, Tully said.

Minson said the team’s strength is in 
its good communication skills.

“I see us coming together as an actual 
team,” she said. “And I think the Michi-
gan tournament helped us bond inside 
the water and also outside the water.”

The team has two strengths, speed 
and quickness, Hannum said. But she 

said she thinks the team needs to work 
on team defense.

“Individually, we’re just as strong as 
anybody else,” she said. “It’s just work-
ing as a unit on defense.”

Tully said Minson is outstanding as 
the team’s starting goalie.

He said Lauren Lewis, the team’s 
second goalie, is doing great as well.

“We’re in a conference that is the 
top eight teams in the country, basi-
cally,” said Tully. “... So we cannot 
afford to lose to anyone outside our 
conference. We have to win any non-
conference game. And within our con-
ference, we have to do the best we 
can.”

Tully said right now, the two best 
teams are USC and Stanford.

He also said he expects competitive 
games from Cal, Hawaii, San Diego 
State and Arizona State.

“You have to be very focused, and 
you just play your heart out every time 
we play,” Tully said.
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HOUSING

2 BDRM, 1 BA APT WALK 2 BLOCKS to SJSU 
$1200/mo & $500/dep Off street parking & coin laundry 
(408)504-1584 

COTTAGE FOR RENT 1 bd house, north of campus. 
Avail now. No pets, no smokers, quiet person. $800/ 
mo + $500 dep. Call Ed@ (408) 297-3532 

EMPLOYMENT

SWIM CLUB MANAGER, SANTA CLARA Seeking 
person to manage, schedule, train staff, maintain 
safe and clean facilities, handle money and supply 
inventory and who relates well to all ages. Part time 
to full time March-Oct 2010. submit resume: fpcc@
comcast.net 

SURVEY TAKERS NEEDED: Make $5-$25 per 
survey. GetPaidToThink.com. 

EARN EXTRA MONEY Students needed ASAP. Earn 
up to $150 per day being a Mystery Shopper. No 
Experience Required. Call 1-800-722-4791 

FOOD SERVICE/ESPRESSO BAR/HOST PT 
positions in S’vale restaurant. Flex hrs. $11.50 to start. 
Call Wendy@(408) 733-9331 

TUTORS WANTED. $25-50 /HR. For SAT English, 
Math or Physics. Experienced preferred. Send resume 
to rkwok@email.sjsu.edu 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

PARKING SPACES AVAILABLE for Spring semester 
one block from campus at SJSU International House, 
360 S.11th St. $200 per semester. Apply in the office, 
Mon-Fri, 10-6, 924-6570 

SERVICES

BARBERSHOP/SALON PRECISIONCUTZ Welcome 
to Precision Cutz where looking good just got better. 
Ladies, are you looking for a stylist you can trust? We 
do everything from cuts and color to Brazilian Keratin 
Treatment straightening. You will always get great 
service at reasonable prices. Our stylists are fabulous 
at what they do and will have you coming back for 
more! 
For the Gents! We also have 3 extremely talented 
barbers that do the cleanest fades, tapers, custom 
design, or a nice shave with a straight razor. 
We offer all Paul Mitchell products and free Wi-Fi 
and have the NFL Ticket on Sundays for your football 
needs on not 1 TV but 3 different LCD’s 
Appointments 
It is our pleasure to accommodate your appointment 
requests, please call our concierge desk for 
assistance. If you have reached us after hours, 
please leave a message and we will return your 
call the following business morning. You may also 
email your appointment requests to appointments@
precisioncutz.com. Last minute or walk-in requests 
are always welcome. 
Hours Of Operation: 
Monday - Saturday 9 am to 8 pm 
Sunday 10 am to 6 pm. 
*Hours Subject to Change (408)928-2887 

EMPIRE MONTESSORI New preschool on 
Empire/11th. Multilingual teachers, low ratios, infant/
toddler/preschool (408) 295-5900 

Need a Roommate?
Need a Job?

Need a Roommate with a Job?
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Hot start has team dreaming of championship

Katie Buzzetta is one of several members of the team who feel it has 
enough talent to compete for the NCAA Championship.

A group of water polo players swim during practice on Tuesday. SJSU is ranked 8th in the nation and has 
started the season 7-0. The Spartans return to the pool Saturday for the Stanford Invitational.

Spartan Daily archive photo Andrew Villa / Spartan Daily

Amber Simons 
Staff Writer



It has been just more than 
365 days since Barack Obama 
has taken offi ce at 1600 Pennsyl-
vania Ave., and this Wednesday, 
the president used the State of 
the Union address to answer one 
question all Americans have been 
asking themselves in 2009 —Who 
is Barack Obama?

Unfortunately, the more I fi nd 
out who Obama is, the less I like 
him.

Let me point out that I want 
the president to succeed. I voted 
for him.

Obama has done good things 
during his administration, such 
as reshaping America’s image 
around the world and support-
ing public education, but on the 
most profound and important is-
sues that face the country today, 
we have fundamental disagree-
ments.

A big mistake Obama made 
in his fi rst year was letting House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi and Senate 
majority leader Harry Reid write 
a 2000-plus page healthcare bill. 
Learning from HillaryCare in 
1994, the president wanted to get 
what he could take without hav-
ing his own bill rejected.

This made Obama look like 
a Washington insider, because 
he was tied to the meat-grinding 
process that got so ugly. The 
healthcare debate was defi ned as 
“death panels,” “a complete gov-
ernment takeover,” and “pulling 
the plug on grandma.” 

To date, America does not 
have signifi cant health insur-
ance reform, and now, any bill is 
D.O.A. on Capitol Hill.

Any fi scally responsible Dem-
ocrat can not defend the out-of-
control spending that has gone 
on in Obama’s fi rst year. 

According to the Treasury Di-
rect Web site, our country’s debt 
is well over $12 trillion dollars. I 
understand Einstein’s theory of 
relativity more than our country’s 
fi nancial situation.

It’s clear that the support for 
Democrats and the president 
peaked on Election Day. 

Whether it was the governors’ 
races in New Jersey and Virginia, 

or Scott Brown’s surprise victory 
for Ted Kennedy’s senate seat in 
Massachusetts, recent elections 
show Democrats seeking election 
across the country are sailing in 
rough waters.

In order to stabilize the econ-
omy, Obama gave us a second 
term for Federal Reserve Chair-
man Ben Bernanke. 

Bernanke is the Al Davis of 
the U.S. economy. He does what 
he wants, when he wants, with 
complete control, under a veil of 
secrecy, and nobody can under-
stand his logic once he has made 
his decisions.

Don’t even get me started on 
Treasury Secretary Tim Geithner 
— the guy who was president of 
the New York Federal Reserve in 
2008 while AIG, Lehman Broth-
ers, and Goldman Sachs were act-
ing more fi nancially insane than 
college students who got their 
fi rst credit cards.

I agree with one of my favorite 
people, Sen. Bernie Sanders.

The senator wrote on his Web 
site, “... Chairman Bernanke was 
asleep at the switch while Wall 
Street became the largest gam-
bling casino in the history of the 
world and hurtled into insol-
vency. His failure to adequately 
regulate fi nancial institutions 
should not be rewarded with a re-
appointment.”

We knew Obama’s view on the 
war in Afghanistan when he was 
elected. 

The 30,000 U.S. troop surge 
was expected, but we did not 
know President Obama’s views 
on terrorism.

On Jan. 30, Sen. Susan Collins 

delivered the weekly GOP ad-
dress on national security and 
policy that was posted on You-
Tube. 

Collins said that Umar Ab-
dulmutallab, the foreign terror-
ist who tried to blow up a plane 
on Christmas day, was inter-
rogated by the FBI for only 50 
minutes before he was read his 
Miranda rights and given a law-
yer at the taxpayer expense.

Collins said no top offi cials 
were briefed on the situation 
before the decision to treat him 
as an ordinary criminal was 
made.

“The decision was made by 
the Obama justice department, 
without the input of our nation’s 
top intelligence offi cials,” she 
said, “The director of national 
intelligence, the secretary of 
defense, the secretary of home-
land security, the director of na-
tional counterterrorism center 
all were not consulted.”

New York Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg said in a radio inter-
view that trying terrorists in ci-
vilian courts will cost New York 
upward of $200 million. Why 
would we spend any more tax-
payer dollars than is absolutely 
necessary?

I don’t know what is scarier, 
the fact liberals in Washington 
are out of control, or that I agree 
more with Dick Cheney on na-
tional security.

Why are people so stupid?
Exhibit A: Don “Moose” Lewis
This former wrestling promoter appears to have 

taken too many shots to the head.
According to the Augusta Chronicle, Lewis is go-

ing to begin an all-white basketball league that only 
allows players who are natural-born United States 
citizens with Caucasian parents.

To make matters worse, Lewis said his motiva-
tions for starting the league have nothing to do with 
racism.

“There’s nothing hatred about what we’re do-
ing,” Lewis said to the Augusta Chronicle. “I don’t 
hate anyone of color. But people of white, Ameri-
can-born citizens are in the minority now. Here’s a 
league for white players to play fundamental bas-
ketball, which they like.”

Lewis said he is hoping his idea will catch on, 
eventually leading to 12 teams who will be based in 
the southeast portion of the country.

He points 
to recent de-
velopments by 
athletes such 
as Gilbert Are-
nas, who re-
cently brought 
a gun into the 
Washington 
Wizard locker 
room, as rea-
sons why the 
American pub-
lic needs a new 
basketball league.

To no surprise, there has been widespread out-
rage over this idea, ranging from the NAACP, who 
say this development sets our nation back 100 years, 
to bloggers on the Internet.

Everything about it screams racism.

In fact, I am wasting my time, paper and ink just 
writing about this idiot.

But his radically stupid idea and the attention it 
has garnered makes me wonder, why would Lewis 
even attempt a stunt of this magnitude?

According to the Dino Costa radio show, Lewis 
is attempting to start his league with 12 teams. The 
league wants to catch on with a network that would 
nationally broadcast this ridiculous display of rac-
ism, as basketball.

There is no way this league will ever get off the 
ground. No network executive would ever dream of 

broadcasting this rampant racism, so why even try?
Granted, perhaps this insane individual is in 

desperate need of his 15 minutes of fame, but the 
only thing it will get him is permanently labeled as 
a racist.

Thankfully, it doesn’t appear this idea was 
anything more than a publicity stunt. It appears to 
be a professional wrestling itself.

The Atlanta Journal Constitution reported the 
league doesn’t have a Web site, and its attempts to 
contact Lewis were unsuccessful.

Regardless of his motives, the mere thought of 
beginning an all-white basketball league coupled 
with the fact the idea has reached the mainstream 
media shows how far the United States still has to 
come.
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Opposing Views: Obama’s State of the Union Address
Continuing to be cautiously optimistic

“Running with Szyssors,”  appears 
biweekly on Wednesdays.
Kyle Szymanski is the Spartan Daily 
sports editor.

All-white basketball league sets us back a half-century

Kyle Szymanski
Running With Szyssors

Not meeting the peoples’ expectations

In fact, I am wasting 
my time, paper and 

ink just writing 
about this idiot.

A lot has changed in a year.
Or has it? 
We all remember the night 

Barack Obama was elected 
president.  

The excitement in the air 
was almost palpable — people 
were dancing in the streets and 
TV stations were jammed with 
tearful interviews expressing 
disbelief and hope.

 Optimism was inescapable.  
Only a year ago, President 
Obama rode with his shining 
armor of overwhelming public 
support, wielding the formida-
ble weapon of a 60-Democrat 
super Senate majority to slay 
the beast that is health insur-
ance.

It seems now that he’s re-
turned from battle, battered 
and more than a little bruised.  
Public support for the president 
has plunged, and the time of a 
fi libuster-proof “super Senate” 
has ended.  

The exhausting and frus-
trating fi ght for healthcare re-
form further widened the gap 
between Democrats and Re-
publicans, causing each side 
to feel more alienated from the 
other. After the newly embold-
ened Republican minority’s 
call to “start from scratch” on 
the healthcare reform bill, it 
seems hope is dwindling.

Now, in the aftermath, I 
look around and ask myself, 

“What has really been accom-
plished?”  

The economic recovery mea-
sures seem to be working, but 
we’re still struggling with unem-
ployment and recession.  

We’re withdrawing from one 
war while being sucked deeper 
into another.  

Still, no signifi cant steps have 
been taken to avert the looming 
disaster of climate change.  

 Now, don’t get me wrong.  I 
believe in President Obama and 
I still think he’s the one who can 
help us out of the mess we’re in 
now.  

We were blinded by the opti-
mism and excitement from the 
election, and maybe the presi-
dent was too.  

Maybe we bit off more than 
we could chew with healthcare 
reform. 

 It was evident from his 
speech on the State of the Union, 
that President Obama in his sec-
ond year is more seasoned and a 
little wiser, if not a bit more cyni-
cal. 

He’s recognized it may not be 
worth grinding out a perverted, 
rider-infested healthcare reform 
bill if it means further dividing 
the nation. 

It’s time to focus on more 
realistic and less divisive goals.  
These are undoubtedly smaller 
battles, but they’re also extreme-
ly important.

The 10 percent unemploy-
ment rate is a gaping and em-
barrassing hole in the economy 
of the United States. Financial 
support in the form of tax breaks 
and credits for small businesses, 

the renovation of the national 
infrastructure and the goal to 
double exports from the U.S. in 
the next fi ve years are just a few 
of the president’s plans to create 
jobs for millions of Americans.

We need cleaner, more ef-
fi cient energy solutions to make 
the country more energy inde-
pendent. While the president’s 
suggestion of increased nuclear 
power is valid, I would urge ex-
treme caution in opening off-
shore oil ventures and in the 
almost farcical notion of clean 
coal.

These are just a few of the 
things we can get done.  

We’ve heard many speeches 
and listened to many promises. 
We don’t need words now, we 
need actions.  They’re necessary, 
not only to restore faith in the 
president’s ability to complete 
diffi cult tasks, but in the ability 
of our political body to work to-
gether to accomplish goals.

This means we need unity 
and strength from a disjointed 
legislative majority — we need 
them not to “run for the hills” 
as the president so tersely put it.  
But we also need a minority that 
doesn’t make knee-jerk negative 
decisions based on entrenched 
anti-liberal sentiments. 

I think the main point that 
President Obama made in his 
speech to Congress was this: 
“Let’s get things done.” 

We can’t give up on health-
care reform, but there are other 
urgent and accomplishable mat-
ters that we can champion.  

The best thing about the 
speech last week was it cap-
tured some of the familiar early-
Obama magic. The old optimism 
and excitement is there, but now 
it’s tempered with realism and a 
greater wisdom of the workings 
of Washington.  

The goals he’s put forth are 
indeed daunting, but certainly 
attainable.  

Of course, we’re still just 
hearing words, only time will tell 
if they’re acted on.  

Until then, I’ll remain cau-
tiously optimistic.

President Barack Obama
Marc Nozell / courtesy of Marc Nozell
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Author/Illustrator Matt Tavares on 
Henry Aaron’s Dream
King Library, Rms 225/229, 2nd Floor, 
When: Wed, Feb 3, 7:00 p.m. - 9:00 
p.m., contact Lorraine Oback 
at lorraine.oback@sjlibrary.org 
or call (408) 808-2183.

“Road Trip, Birth of Car Culture” 
Exhibit and Lecture
Program begins at 7:00 p.m. 
on the 5th fl oor of the Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. Library. The exhibition will be on 
view January 25 through May 16.  
Contact Charlene Duval 
at cduval@cruzio.com.

The Listening Hour
The Listening Hour, a free noon concert 
series, features classical, jazz, and music 
from many cultures. Concerts are held in 
the School of Music and Dance Concert 
Hall beginning Feb. 4. Concerts are 
each Tuesday and Thursday from 12:30 
to 1:15 p.m., contact Joan H. Stubbe, 
Concert Series Coordinator 
at (408) 924-4649 
or email jstubbe@email.sjsu.edu 
for more information.

Pride & Passion: Opening 
Reception
King Library, Rms 225/229, 2nd Floor 
When: Sat, Feb 6, 2:00 p.m. - 4:00 
p.m., contact Lorraine Oback 
at lorraine.oback@sjlibrary.org 
or call (408) 808-2183.

Sparta Guide is 
provided free of 
charge to students, 
faculty and staff 
members. The 
deadline for entries 
is noon, three 
working days 
before the desired 
publication date. 
Space restrictions 
may require editing 
of submission. 
Entries are printed 
in the order in which 
they are received. 
Submit entries online 
at thespartandaily.
com or in writing 
at DBH 209.

for a student is three to four, 
she said.

She said there are peer 
groups, mens’ and womens’ 
groups, and mental health 
ambassadors that are free of 
charge.

Thames said that 99 per-
cent of the time, students 
who walk in for the fi rst time 
receive counseling within the 
fi rst 15 to 30 minutes from 
when they arrive.

Thames said that if stu-
dents cannot stay, they get 
a priority card that allows 
them to go ahead of the 
line the next time they seek 
counseling.

She said she and her staff 
don't want students to go 
home disappointed.

"We see a big bump during 
fi rst midterm time," Thames 
said.

Malm said that most people 
don't know about the massage 
chair offered in the health cen-
ter.

"The massage chair is amaz-
ing for stress," she said.

The massage chair is free 
to all students and is open 
from 9a.m. - 4p.m., Monday 
through Friday, Malm said.

The programs and services 
offered on campus are im-
portant during this time, she 
said.

Students probably per-
form better when they 
aren't stressed out, Thames 
said.

Her staff of nine full-time 
counselors and eight doctoral 
trainees is highly qualifi ed, 
she said.

Thames wants students 
to educate each other in ef-
fort to reduce the stigma of 
mental health services, she 
said.
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report stated.
The CSU initiative plans 

on determining why so 
many students fail to gradu-
ate within six years, Fallis 
said.

“Graduation is important, 
and the fact is that too many 
students take more than six 
years to graduate,” he said. 
“There are several reasons 
for this, and the initiative 
is going to look into those 
reasons.”

A major reason is that stu-
dents lack direction when en-
tering a four-year institution, 
Fallis said. 

“One primary problem is 
that students do not have a 
clear roadmap of the path to 
a degree,” he said. “The longer 
it takes to graduate, the more 
likely something in a student’s 
life, such as fi nances, will get 
in the way.”

The university administra-
tion is still in the process of 
coming up with strategies to 
accomplish its goal of increas-
ing the six-year graduation rate 
by nine percent by 2015, Harris 
said.

One plan is certain, there 
will be a heavy push for stu-
dents to receive student ad-
vising, so students can have a 
clear roadmap leading to the 
ultimate goal of graduating on 
time, she said.

Mai Huynh, an SJSU alum-
nus who graduated in her sixth 
year last semester, believes 
that this will benefi t most stu-
dents.

“With the cost of tuition 
increasing every semester, 
I think that most students 
will want to graduate as 
soon as possible, and I wish 
that there was something 
like this when I was a fresh-
man,” she said. “It might have 
saved me from some tuition 
fees.”

CSU
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