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Plant requlates campus air conditioning

Kathryn McCormick
Staff Witer

SJSU’s Heating and Cool-
ing Plant uses about 20 million
gallons of recycled water annu-
ally to run the school’s air con-
ditioning system, according to
an energy analyst for Facilities
Development and Operations.

Jared Isaacson said that the
total annual cost to run the air

conditioning system is about
$3 million.

“Rather than being funded
directly by the general fund,
we’re funded in part by charg-
ing the general fund for the
utilities that they consume
because we're like a utility,”
Isaacson said. “But it’s not
for profit, we just charge for
the amount of our operating
costs.”

Chris Nordby, associate
director of utility operations,
said the system’s cost includes
a number of things.

“What’s included in the rate
is operation labor, the cost of
commodity — steam, chilled
water, electricity — to generate
chilled water and all the pump-
ing costs and chemical costs,”
he said. “It also includes a
component for capital repair,

so as equipment breaks down,
as it gets older, we put money
away in advance so we can pay
for repairs.”

Isaacson said the system
has a number of components.

“There are individual, small
air conditioning units with
chillers that serve individual
buildings,” he said. “So if we
have a district-chilled water
system, that means that we

havelarge, industrial chillers in
the Central Plant that produce
chilled water.”

Isaacson said the plant has
five chillers — two are centrifu-
gal electric chillers, two are
steam absorption chillers and
one is a centrifugal-electrical
combination chiller.

He said all five units pro-
duce chilled water, which trav-
els through underground tun-

nels to buildings on campus.
“When it reaches the cam-
pus buildings, it goes through
a heat-exchange process used
to cool the buildings,” Isaac-
son said. “The cool air is then
blown out through the ducts.”
A room’s temperature must
reach a certain degree before
the temperature can be adjust-

See AIR, Page 3

Katie Heckey, a freshman animation and illustration major, takes the Quaffle as sophomore music major Katrina Swan-
son gives chase during the second practice of the SJISU Muggle Quidditch club on Friday afternoon at the Associated
Students lawn. KEVIN HUME / SPARTAN DAILY

Student club recreates Potter pastime

Kevin Hume
Staff Writer

Quidditch, the sport created
by author J.K. Rowling as a
part of her Harry Potter novels,
has found a new home at SJSU
thanks to Emily Knight.

Knight, a junior English ma-
jor and founder of the Muggle
Quidditch club, said she got the
idea when a friend came back to
visit from Occidental College in
Los Angeles over Thanksgiving
break last year.

“She said, ‘Guess what I'm
doing at Occidental? I'm play-

ing Quidditch,” Knight said.
“I'd never heard of Muggle
Quidditch, so that got me re-
ally excited about it. I thought,
‘T just have to start that here.”

Muggles are what wizard-
ing folk call non-wizards in the
Harry Potter universe, accord-
ing to the Harry Potter Lexicon
website.

The game of Quidditch is
a fast sport played by wizards
while flying on broomsticks
where two teams compete
for points by throwing a ball,
known as the quaffle, through
any of three hoops on either

end of a field, according to the
website.

The teams consist of seven
players: three chasers, two beat-
ers, one keeper and one seeker,
according to the website.

The chasers toss the quaffle
through the hoops to score
points by getting it past the
opposing keeper, the beaters
hit a ball known as a bludger
around to cause chasers to
drop the quaffle, and the seeker
is responsible for finding the
golden snitch, a tiny enchanted
ball that has wings and moves
around, making it difficult to

find, according to the website.

Muggle Quidditch differs
from Quidditch in many ways,
Knight said.

“It was adapted for non-
magic people in 2006,” she
said. “We get our rulebook off
of the Intercollegiate Quidditch
Association website. The three
chasers play with the quaffle.
We use a volleyball slightly de-
flated so you can hold it with
one hand.”

The two beaters use the
bludgers, she said. There are

See QUIDDITCH, Page 2

IPhone app
reveals sex
offender data

Hannah Keirns
Staff Writer

The new CrimeReports ap-
plication allows iPhone us-
ers access to crime and sex
offender data in the palm of
their hands, but an associate
professor of justice studies
said it may provide students
with a false sense of security.

“We can have all of the bells
and whistles that we want,”
Danielle Harris said. “Unfor-
tunately, terrible things are
going to happen and there are
some things ... that we are not
going to be able to stop.”

CrimeReports released the
application in late December
2009 as an extension of its
website, which uses official

crime and sex offender data
from more than 700 partici-
pating law enforcement agen-
cies from all 50 states, ac-
cording to the CrimeReports
website.

“It was really just about re-
packaging that into an easy-
to-use mobile device so users
can access the information
from anywhere,” said Ryan
Lufkin, director of marketing
at CrimeReports.

The application, down-
loadable for free from the
iTunes App Store, allows
iPhone users to filter crimes
by current GPS location, ad-
dress and type, across dates
ranging from within the past

See CRIME, Page 2

Active stugents

util

Marlon Maloney
Staff Writer

The Event Center Sport Club
gives students a place to work-
out at a student friendly price.

Use of the club is free after
paying tuition, said sport club
coordinator Jaime Thomas, but
tuition includes a fee of “roughly
$200 a year” for the Sports Club
and Aquatic Center.

The club offers fitness classes
for $12, and also has nutrition
classes, dance studios, volley-
ball, badminton, racquetball,

7e sport club

handball and basketball courts,
intramural sports, a fitness
room, aerobics room and rock
climbing wall, said Thomas, a
graduate student in education.

David Kelley, a freshman
aerospace engineering major,
said he uses the Sport Club five
days a week, “because it’s free
and I can get fit while going to
school.”

The facility had an average
of about 6,390 visits per week in
March, though those numbers

See GYM, Page 4
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Geraldine de Leon, a sophomore global studies major, throws the quaffle over Julian Aguas, a senior creative writing
maijor, as Herlinda Aguirre, left, a sophomore art history major, and Hanh-Nhi Pham, right, a senior

communications studies major, look on at the second practice of the SJSU Muggle Quidditch club at the Associated
Students lawn Friday. KEVIN HUME / SPARTAN DAILY

QUIDDITCH
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three bludgers, instead of the
two from the book, so that one
team can’t hog them.

They throw the bludgers at
the other players, she said. If a
player is hit, they have to return
to their own goal hoops and run
around them once before com-
ing back into play. Beaters can
hit other beaters, so that brings
a whole level of fun into it,
Knight said.

“Finally we have seekers and
a snitch,” she said. “The seek-
ers chase the snitch around. In-
stead of being a magic ball, the

snitch is a person with a tennis
ball in a long sock tucked into
their pants.”

Knight said she began
to get the club together just
a week before the dead-
line was up for clubs to be
recognized by  Associated
Students.

“Ikind of sat on it for a while,”
she said. “I thought, ‘Do I have
time for this? Not really. I'm go-
ing to do it anyway.’ I started it
at the last chance I had to form
an official club. I did it all in a
week.”

Doing it all herself has been
difficult, she said.

“It was a lot of work,” she
said. “And it still is, with ad-
vertising and stuff. But it’s get-

ting easier as word gets out. It’s
been a lot of fun.”

The club has been off the
ground for almost two months
now, she said.

The club just held its second
practice and has 15 prospective
members, she said.

Katie Heckey, a freshman
animation and illustration ma-
jor, said she was intrigued and
joined.

“I saw a giant banner in the
Student Union and my friend
Megan also knew about it,”
Heckey said. “They came and
got me and I came down here
(to play).”

Heckey said it was her first
time out.

“At first, I was aware that it

was extremely nerdy,” she said.
“But then, I got into it and it
was a lot of fun.”

She said the game translated
well from J.K. Rowling’s books.

“Less flying, but the com-
petitiveness was still there,” she
said.

Erik Nilsson, a freshman
mechanical engineering major,
said it was also his first time
playing.

“I called up my friend who
said, ‘Why not come down to
the Quidditch game?’ he said. “I
said, ‘OK, that could be fun.’ I
really enjoyed myself. I thought
it was pretty dorky, and I'm a
dork, which goes well.”

Nilsson said he was a huge
fan of the Harry Potter series.
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Julian Aguas, a senior creative writing major, pauses
during the second practice of the SJSU Muggle Quidditch
club at the Associated Students lawn Friday.

KEVIN HUME / SPARTAN DAILY

“I've read all seven books,”
he said. “I've gone to the mov-
ies. I dressed up for a book re-
lease once.”

Geraldine de Leon, a sopho-
more global studies major, said
she was thrilled to join.

“'m a huge fan of Harry
Potter,” de Leon said. “When
I heard that she was starting
a club, T went, ‘Oh, my God. I

have to join this.”

It’'s been fun playing the
game, de Leon said.

“It’s amazing,” she said. “It’s
actually really fun to be able
to recreate something that you
read about in books and see in
the movies all the time, even
though we can’t fly because
we're obviously not magical,
but it’s amazingly fun.”

CRIME
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three days to the past 30 days.

The application also pro-
vides the full name, exact resi-
dential address and booking
photograph, or mug shot, of
registered sex offenders in a
given area.

Lufkin said San Jose Police
Department and University
Police Department were both
early adopters of CrimeReports
and helped CrimeReports de-
velop its website in 2007.

UPD pays a fee of $49 a
month for a “Law Enforcement
Account” with CrimeReports so
the SJSU community can gain
access to its official crime infor-
mation, Lufkin said.

“The CrimeReports app is a
natural fit for college students,
as they tend to be a very tech-
forward audience and are also
more at-risk for certain types
of crimes,” Lufkin said. “With
our app, they can be aware of
the crime trends happening
around them and be proactive
in taking steps to protect them-
selves and their property.”

The application uses a pro-
cess called “crime mapping,”
which takes raw crime data
provided by a law enforcement
agency and automatically plots
it on a map by block, type of of-
fense, date and time, according
to the CrimeReports website.

“We want to make sure peo-
ple understand that our app
and our website aren’t meant
to create fear in users, but em-
power users with timely and
relevant information to make
them more aware and hence,
safer,” Lufkin said.

Not the whole picture

Justice  studies  Profes-
sor Harris said she would not
download the application be-
cause although the crime infor-
mation “seems nifty,” the sex
offender data the app provides
doesn’t show the whole picture.

Ama Hernandez, a senior
justice studies student, said

Sex offenses reported

to police

Sex offense cases that
end in prosecution

she would download the appli-
cation to see where crimes are
happening and concentrated
and wanted to know where lo-
cal sex offenders lived so she
could protect her young daugh-
ter.

Harris said that though
many people may feel entitled
to the information and think,
“Knowledge is power,” she said
it is “information overload”
for members of the public who
aren’t trained to do anything
with the data.

“In terms of the social con-
tract, we already give up some
of our rights in exchange for
protection from the state —
that’s what the police are for,”
she said. “This community no-
tification thing wants to cut out
the middleman.”

Justice system funnel

Harris described a “justice
system funnel,” whose mouth
represents the total amount of
people committing sex crimes.

“There’s a huge dark figure

Justice System Funnel

Sex offenders that

appear on the National
Sex Offender Registry

of unreported crime,” she said.
“With sexual offending, it’s
very unlikely that anybody will
tell what happened to them be-
cause it’s such a horrible, per-
sonal thing that they keep to
themselves.”

Harris said the exact figure
is unknown, but said a rough
estimate suggests that 50 per-
cent of victims will actually
speak of their crimes and con-
tact the police.

She said about 9o percent
of reported sex offenses occur
among people that are known
to the victim — 50 percent are
family members and 40 per-
cent are acquainted with the
victim in some way.

Victims that contact the
police are found beneath the
mouth of the justice system
funnel, Harris said.

As the funnel tapers off, so
does the number of cases that
gain court hearings, which Har-
ris said results from a lack of
strong forensic evidence, which

Sex offenses committed

Sex offense cases that
gain court hearings

Prosecuted offenders
that serve jail time
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makes prosecution unlikely.

She said cases that are pros-
ecuted represent the narrow
portion close to the bottom of
the funnel, while registered of-
fenders are found at the fun-
nel’s base.

“The number of people that
end up in the system is small,
and only a couple of the con-
victed will actually get prison
time,” Harris said. “So the ap-
plication wants to tell the com-
munity about that one person’s
address when there are easily
100 more people out there we
don’t know about.”

She said the sex of-
fender registry is often out
of date regarding informa-

tion on offenders who have
moved, are homeless or have
died.

“It’s good to know where
these people are, but it doesn’t
solve the whole issue,” said
Melody Bracken, a senior jus-
tice studies major. “An un-
intended consequence of the

registry is that the sex offender
knows that you about them, so
they might just go to another
area to re-offend.”

Additional issues

Harris said the crime appli-
cation warns about “stranger
danger” because of isolated sex
crime cases that have captured
national attention such as Polly
Klaas, Megan Kanka and Jes-
sica Lunsford.

Kanka and Lunsford’s mur-
ders have prompted memo-
rial legislation — “Megan’s
Law” requires law enforcement
agencies to make information
regarding registered sex of-
fenders available to the public.

“Jessica’s Law” requires re-
leased sex offenders to wear
GPS monitoring anklets and
to live under residency restric-
tions, which prohibit offenders
from living within 2,000 feet of
parks and schools, according to
the California Department of
Corrections and Rehabilitation
website.

A July 2007 survey showed
2,100 California parolees were
violating the residency rules,
because they were unable to find
homes that were in compliance
with Jessica’s Law, according
to the California Department of
Corrections and Rehabilitation
website.

“Jessica’s Law  creates
homeless offenders, and we
know from research on re-
cidivism (a convicted criminal
who re-offends repeatedly)
that homelessness is not well-
suited for people that are being
released from prison,” Harris
said. “These are the most trou-
bled and troubling people in
our community and if we want
them to live offense-free, there
have to be better ways.”

She said the legislation is
backfiring, driving sex offend-
ers off the radar screen and
creating a negative relationship
between unstable living condi-
tions and re-offending.

Solutions

Harris suggests a more
general educational program
where the public is aware of
child safety and behaviors,
which includes directly educat-
ing children.

“You don’t want to freak
kids out,” Harris said. “But you
don’t want to make them rest
on the false sense of security
that is created by the ‘stranger
danger’ of Megan’s Law.”

Harris said students should
also be aware and educated
about their safety instead of
fixated on the CrimeReports
application.

“Walk around in pairs,”
Harris said. “Don’t walk alone
at night and make yourself
aware of your surroundings.
Just be cognizant rather than
vigilant.”

Harris is a member of the
Association for the Treat-
ment of Sexual Abusers, the
American Society of Crimi-
nology and the California Co-
alition on Sexual Offending
and has done extensive re-
search on civilly committed
sex offenders.
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Otis Mcinnis, power plant operator for Facilities Devel-
opment and Operations, demonstrates the computer sys-
tem used to control and monitor the heating and cooling
system that serves the entire campus on Monday.

KEVIN HUME / SPARTAN DAILY
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ed, he said.

“According to Executive
Order 987 in the CSU chan-
cellor’s office, we do not cool
below 78 degrees and we do
not heat above 68 degrees,”
Isaacson said. “Between that
range, there isn’t any interfer-
ence activity within the indi-
vidual classrooms.”

Jeff Taylor, facilities con-
trol specialist for Facilities
Development and Operations,
said room temperatures can-
not be regulated by occupants.

“That’s actually a state
mandate by the governor —
no occupant will make adjust-
ments to a room’s tempera-
ture,” he said.

Taylor said the two main
building types on campus are
hybrid and automated.

In hybrid buildings, each
room has a sensor that gauges
temperature on a room-by-
room basis and adjusts ac-
cordingly, he said.

“It’s going to only work at
that room level,” Taylor said.
“So that’s why one room might
be different than another.”

Automated buildings of-
ten have one sensor for
up to three or four rooms,
he said.

“So basically, you have
one sensor that’s local for
that area,” Taylor said. “What
that’s going to do is go back
to a terminal unit that mod-
ulates air and regulates the
temperature. Some of them
are cooling-only — they don’t
have any heating coils — and
some do have heating coils
depending on the area. So
they operate more or less in-
dependently, but they’ll send
information back and forth on
our network.”

Isaacson said the air condi-
tioning system isn’t immune
to malfunctions.

“If there are certain zones
that aren’t getting the right
temperature, it could be a me-
chanical problem, an air flow
problem, any number things
could be happening,” he said.
“It could even be a control is-
sue, could be the sensor not
working properly, not com-
municating properly with our
heater’s control system.”

Correction:

Junior philosophy major
Kimberly Uweh said the air
conditioners in older build-
ings don’t seem to work prop-
erly.

“I have class a lot in the
Science building,” Uweh said.
“It’s weird because the bot-
tom of the classroom is freez-
ing, and the top half is really
hot. So my teacher leaves the
door open and then the air
will come in and blow on the
thermostat, and that’s the
only way we have air condi-
tioning.”

Taylor said the best way to
get a conditioner fixed is to
put in a service request at the
i-Service desk on the Facilities
Development and Operations
website.

“Students, faculty, staff can
all use it,” he said. “So you can
write down the information —
building, room numbers and
everything — and then it gets
processed through our work
control center, and then from
there, they decide which trade
it goes to.”

Taylor said the Facilities
Development and Operations
work control center receives
thousands of requests each
month.

“Typically, we have a
backlog of work that comes
through and supervisors pri-
oritize it,” he said. “It’s ba-
sically based on a priority
right now, but since we’re so
short-staffed, we can barely
keep up with maintenance as
itis.”

Anthony Dixon, a fresh-
man business management
major, said it gets so hot in
some of the buildings on cam-
pus that it’s hard to tell if they
have air conditioners.

“When we’re practicing in
YUH (Yoshihiro Uchida Hall)
or we might go to the train-
ing room, we’re just always
burning — that’s why we’re al-
ways in shorts or something,”
Dixon said. “They might have
air conditioning, though I re-
ally don’t think they do — it
doesn’t feel like it. If they did,
I'd hope they would have it
turned on and not have us suf-
fering in there or anything.”

When asked about SJSU’s
air conditioning, Ching Ch-
ing Lu, a senior graphic de-
sign major, said, “Do we have
any? I don’t think we have

»

any.

In Monday’s issue of the Spartan Daily, in the
cutline to the story “Forensic artist sketches
professor with students,” Gil Zamora was
identified as a University Police Department
forensic artist. He is an San Jose Police
Department forensic artist.
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On April 20, 1979, the Spartan Daily reported that ...

(Above) The SJSU Artist Union worked to promote itself by distributing information with the help of a mannequin

positioned in the Art Quad.

¢ The A.S. Judiciary validated an A.S Election despite complaints by Greenback party candidate Mike Dutton that his

party was misidentified and that the ballots were confusing.

¢ A section of Act 21 of the A.S. Council finance code was ruled unconstitutional by the A.S. Judiciary because it
allowed campus groups receiving A.S. funds to keep profits or leftover funds without returning them to the A.S.

Salman Haqqi
Staff Writer

Nestled next to the Mosaic
Cross Cultural Center on the top
floor of the Student Union is the
Music Room.

Furnished with comfort-
able chairs and couches, and
decorated with art work on the
walls, the room is a place where
students can relax, said Joseph
Siwa, a student supervisor for
the Music Room.

The Music Room is divided
into a main room where people
socialize, and three private lis-
tening rooms where people can
have more privacy and listen to
specific music they like.

“Students have a hard time
finding a good place to study
that’s not too loud, that’s not
too lonely,” Siwa said. “Here,
students can do whatever they
want, within the confines of cer-
tain guidelines, of course. They
can eat, sleep, study or just re-
lax.”

Junior finance major Shelly
Han said she found out about
the room this semester and
wished she had known about it
earlier.

“I've been on campus for two
years and I just found out about
it,” Han said. “It’s a great place
to relax between classes and
hang out with friends without
having to worry about being too
loud or anything like that.”

Siwa said the room was built
in the late ’60s to early ’7os
and is open Mondays through
Thursdays from 8:30 a.m. to 6
p.m. and on Fridays from 9 a.m.
to 3 p.m.

Jason Hasberg, a senior en-
vironmental studies major, said
he uses the room to study and
relax.

“I can’t study in very quiet
places, so here I get to listen to

Sarah Corso, a graduate student in urban planning, works on a homework assignment
in the Student Union Music Room on Monday. KIBIWOT LIMO / SPARTAN DAILY

music I haven’t heard while I
work on homework,” Hasberg
said. “The room just has a great
all-around vibe. There’s always
people hanging out. It’s better
than being stuck in the library.”

Siwa said the room has an
extensive collection of music
with CDs and vinyl records from
all genres and that he tries to
play music that suits the mood
of the room.

“We have about 770-plus
CDs, and about a thousand vi-
nyl records,” he said. “If I see
a lot of people studying, T'll
play something more mellow,
or if it’s lunch time and people
are more upbeat, I'll play more
mainstream stuff that people
can recognize.”

Sophomore English major
Lucy Trinh said she uses the
room sporadically to have lunch
and have some time to herself.

“I rarely have time to get

WE FIX COMPUTERS!

No Matter Where You Bought It!

FREE PC Check Up

Visit your local store:

IN-STORE | IN-HOME | IN-OFFICE

615 Coleman Ave.
San Jose, CA 95110

Office pEPOT

away, but when I do, it’s nice to
sit here, have lunch and take in
the music,” Trinh said. “There’s
been a few songs I've discovered
the few times I've been here,
which is always great.”

Siwa said he’s come across
many students who aren’t

aware of the room at all.

“There’s always at least a
couple of people who’ll come
here and be shocked that we
have a room like this,” Siwa
said. “A lot of them are graduat-
ing seniors who’ve been here for
four, maybe five years.”
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bvery 15 minutes raises DUl awareness

Marlon Maloney
Staff Writer

Fraternities and sororities
worked to raise awareness of
driving under the influence on
Monday by bringing an adap-
tation of the high school pro-
gram called Every 15 Minutes
up to the college level, said Sgt.
Manuel Aguayo of University
Police Department.

“It’s an all-day-long pro-
gram where organizers provide
information regarding driv-
ing under the influence, espe-
cially people under the age of
21 driving under the influence,
the dangers of drinking and
driving,” Aguayo said.

The event works to inform
students of the significant
number of drunken driving-
related deaths in the U.S.

Every 15 Minutes is “a
drunken driving seminar that
says that every 15 minutes
somebody dies from a drunk
driving accident across the
United States,” said Courtney
Mierop, a junior forensic sci-
ence major.

Greek Life worked with the
UPD to coordinate the event,
Aguayo said.

“Part of the event includes
organizers and officers going
from classroom to classroom
and arresting people or pick-
ing up people who have been
‘killed’ while driving under the
influence or ‘killed’ by a driver
who is under the influence,”

Aguayo said.

Mierop, a sorority volun-
teer, explained how students
were killed off.

“What we're doing is every
15 minutes we are going into
a classroom very quietly as to
not disturb the classes, pulling
one person out who has already
been designated,” she said.

“We paint their faces white,
hand them their fliers, and
they’re no longer allowed to
speak for the rest of the day,
and they get a shirt that says,
‘Today I died,”” Mierop said.

This is the first time the
event was held at SJSU through
Fraternity and Sorority Insti-
tuted Life, Mierop said.

A demonstration was set up
on the Seventh Street walkway
showing the gravestones of
real students who had recently
died in collisions related with
driving under the influence of
alcohol.

Aguayo said the presen-
tation included several fake
gravestones of the recently
deceased, a wrecked car that
had actually been in a driv-
ing under the influence colli-
sion, beer goggles that simu-
late the vision of someone
under the influence and a
breathalyzer.

Later in the day, the orga-
nizers put together a presen-
tation with the help of some
guest speakers in Morris Dai-
ley Auditorium for Mothers
Against Drunk Driving.

The presentation, attended
by about 100 members of the
Greek community on campus
and other students, featured
stories of a real family de-
stroyed by the loss of a daugh-
ter and several mock eulogies
of the living dead that were
taken during the day.

Wendy Myers, a sophomore
advertising and communica-
tions double major, said her
roomate gave her the idea for
the event after hearing how she
did it at her high school.

Myers said she had been
working with professors, UPD
and event coordinators since
early January to plan the event.

“I thought it went really
well,” she said. “The speakers
and the living dead were phe-
nomenal.”

Aguayo said that UPD
has other programs going on
around campus as well.

“There is an alcohol and
drug abuse committee on the
campus that also does a lot
of DUI prevention,” he said.
“They do a lot of events and
give out a lot of information”

Aguayo said that the UPD
puts a heavy focus on cathcing
drunk drivers.

“As far as UPD is concerned,
we’re constantly looking for
DUI drivers around cam-
pus,” Aguayo said. “It’s very
important to let the student
population know that we don’t
tolerate driving under the in-
fluence.”

GYM

From Page 1

were inflated by patrons who en-
tered the facility more than once
per day or week, Thomas said.

Senior kinesiology major Sean
McGill said he was not happy with
the sports club the last time he en-
tered the facility.

“I use Gold’s Gym,” he said. “I
feel like it’s much better quality
than the San Jose State gym and
has much newer equipment.”

“There’s always a lot of people
and it gets stuffy,” he said. “It’s
hard to use anything.”

Junior kinesiology major Kelly
Luong said she disliked the facil-
ity for other reasons.

“I feel like the gym is too man-
ly,” she said. “Girls technically
can’t do pull-ups at all. It would
be cool to watch TV, but there’s
no point. They only have one TV,
but they always have it on ESPN.
The magazines are all men’s mag-
azines.”

Thomas said plans are being
proposed to improve some of the
students’ complaints about the
sports club.

“We have complaints that the
facility isn’t big enough,” he said.
“And that’s something that the
campus is working on to expand.
It’s been (kind of) delayed, so
what were proposing is getting
updated equipment in the fitness
room.”

Two elliptical machines were
out-of-order at the time of this
report, with one of them badly
rusted.

Cannabis Science 101

12 to 2 p.m. in the Student Union
Pacifica Room, contact Kamal Bo-
parai at (650) 201-4715 for more

information.

Hepatitis B & C Awareness
12 to 2 p.m., tabling outside
Student Union. Get info on Tattoo/
Piercing Safety and Hepatitis! Win
prizes! This event is wheelchair ac-
cessible. Students with disabilities
who need special accommoda-
tions should contact the Wellness
and Health Promotion office at

Junior nursing major Danny Solomon weight trains at the
sport club Thursday afternoon.
BRIANA CALDERON / SPARTAN DAILY

SLIS Colloquium Series

12 to 1 p.m. in Clark Hall Rm 304,
contact Marcia Laughrey at 924-
2490 and laughrey@slis.sjsu.edu

for more information.

Davis

information.

408-924-6280. Contact phew.

chronicdiseases@gmail.com for

more information.

An Evening with Angela

6 p.m. in Morris Dailey Auditorium.
Angela Davis will be speaking out
about issues communities face in
organizing diverse communities.
Contact Maribel Martinez at
mmartinez@as.sjsu.edu for more

Sparta Guide is
provided free of
charge to students,
faculty and staff
members. The
deadline for entries
is noon, three
working days
before the desired
publication date.
Space restrictions
may require editing
of submission.
Entries are printed
in the order in which
they are received.
Submit entries online
at thespartandaily.
com or in writing

at DBH 209.

Club works to debunk
slamic stereotypes

Angelo Scrofani
Staff Witer

The Muslim Student As-
sociation’s main focus is to
bring awareness of Islam to
the general population, as well
as break down the misconcep-
tion that Muslim women are
suffering and oppressed be-
cause of the scarf they wear,
said the vice president of the
student organization.

“It’s a big deal to me, be-
cause I feel like there’s a hun-
gry student body out there,”
junior microbiology major
Hafsa Sayyeda said. “(Stu-
dents) really want knowl-
edge. They want to know what
(Muslims) are about, and so
being a part of the Muslim As-
sociation allows me to educate
people and inform them what
Islam is really about, what it
means to be a Muslim woman
today.”

Sayyeda said she has been
a member of the organization
for three years, and her initial
motivation for joining was to
be involved in something she
has knowledge of and help
contribute to spreading the
group’s message.

She said it was an oppor-
tune time to let her peers
know Islam is a peaceful and
loving religion.

“This was a time when
college students were really
getting interested in Islam,”
Sayyeda said. “I thought it
would make a really good im-
pression to get out there and
show them we’re just like ev-
erybody else.”

She said the Muslim Stu-
dent Association is a nation-
wide organization, with chap-
ters established in universities
around the country.

In California alone, Sayye-
da said the association func-
tions as a coalition known as
MSA West, which convenes
at various colleges once a
year to allow chapters from
across the state to discuss
their problems and their
achievements.

She said the SJSU chapter
currently has about 30 mem-
bers.

Association Treasurer Bil-
lal Asghar said the organi-
zation is unique in that it is
composed of people from a va-
riety of cultural backgrounds,
from India to Pakistan to Af-
rica, who have come together
to educate others about their
Muslim faith.

“It’s amazing how we’re
able to come together,” said
Asghar, a health science and
global studies double major.
“There isn’t even a sense of
— you know sometimes when

you meet someone who’s
different, even though out-
wardly, you might seem like
everything is fine, inwardly
you have this kind of anxiety
of meeting someone new and
how to behave — there’s none
of that in MSA. We all feel like
we’re brothers and sisters.”

He said the diversity of the
organization fosters a wide
range of ideas and thought
processes that help create a
dynamic that supports cre-
ativity.

Asghar said another bene-
fit is that a substantial portion
of association members are
first-generation =~ Americans
who have taken their Muslim
upbringing and assimilated it

“I went to Sunday school
when I was little and I didn’t
like it,” he said. “It was insti-
tutionalized and that kind of
took me away from Islam, but
then I realized my life with-
out Islam was so empty and I
felt like there was something
missing in my life. That was
the drive for me, to know who
Iam.”

Now in his senior year,
Ahmed, a senior psychology
major, said he has devoted
two years to being a group
member who wants others to
understand that Islam is not a
bad religion, and that it is un-
fair to portray Muslims as ter-
rorists because of the actions
of a few people.

into their own lives. “Islam  and  terrorism

“A lot are ironies,”
of  (group Ahmed  said.
members) = At that moment, | ¢ dontso

were raised

hand in hand,

over here,” we had no idea so when I hear
he said. “So . it on the news
we have the What was gOIng tO all the time I
perspective just smile.

of where we happen to us. “You can
came from, ask any Mus-
or where Billal Asghar lim in America,
our  (par- Association Treasurer €ven outside
ents) came of America,

from and we
have the perspective of being
raised over here.”

“Young Muslim people,
they’re able to relate to the
young people over here and
also be able to promote their
own culture in a more effec-
tive way than some of the
older people in past genera-
tions.”

Asghar said he became ac-
tive with the Muslim Student
Association when he was in
community college, choosing
to do so because of the events
of 9/11, which took place dur-
ing his junior year of high
school.

“(Muslims) had to come
together,” he said. “At that
moment, we had no idea what
was going to happen to us.
Not many people knew about
Islam and they were scared.

“Everyone was confused,
and they were asking us what
happened and we were like,
‘We’re the same as you. We
don’t know what happened.’
We started learning more
about our religion because
we started hearing negative
stereotypes about Islam, and
there was attacks on Mus-
lims.”

Association President Ka-
mal Ahmed said he also be-
came active with the student
organization while attending
community college.

He said he didn’t begin
practicing the Muslim reli-
gion until he was 19 years old.

is  terrorism
correct or justified by any
means? You will never find it
in the sayings of the Prophet
Muhammad. You won't find it
in the Quran. It’s something
frustrated people try to inter-
pret and say ‘We have a rea-
son to fight back, a reason to
kill innocent people.”

Ahmed said he hopes SJSU
students will come to under-
stand that Muslims on cam-
pus will not take offense if
they have questions, and stu-
dents should feel free to ask if
they are feeling curious.

He said students ask-
ing questions about why the
women wear a hijab, or why
they might see him washing
his hands before prayer, is a
positive thing that will help
the organization’s ultimate
goal of generating awareness
about their Muslim faith.

Asghar said he views the
organization as a way to build
bridges between communi-
ties, and that advocating for
the group’s larger cause of
awareness has been a positive
influence on him.

“It kind of shifted my di-
rection in life,” he said. “Just
being involved made me re-
alize the struggles that oth-
er communities face. Once
you learn your own religion,
your own background and its
struggles, then you start as-
sociating with others as well
that are going through similar
experiences.”
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Melissa Johnson
Staff Writer

The King Library is display-
ing two exhibits that showcase
work by industrial design ma-
jors around campus and in Cam-
eroon, Africa.

The first exhibit showcases
students’ ideas for utilizing the
unused Tower Lawn space, done
under the instruction of John
McClusky, an associate profes-
sor of industrial design who is
on sabbatical this semester.

Shane Siemer, an industrial
design student who worked on
the project, said he was elated
with the exhibit.

“Overall, I'm happy with
how the exhibit turned out,” he
said.

“I think that the industrial
design program at SJSU is
largely unknown to the student
body and it was great to get
some exposure,” he said.

Siemer designed a speaker
bench to create an outdoor en-
vironment to promote musical
discovery, encourage student
interaction and provide useful
outdoor seating, according to
the exhibit’s display.

“The majority of students
at SJSU enjoy listening to mu-
sic,” Siemer said. “And creating
a place where they could share
their musical interests would
be a great way to build commu-
nity.”

SJSU has a reputation as a
commuter campus, Siemer said,
but by introducing more out-
door seating, students would be
encouraged to stay on campus,
meet new people and create a
more involved social scene.

According to the exhibit,
“wellness” was an aspect students
came up with to utilize the un-
used space by allowing students
on certain areas on the lawn to be
able to meditate or do Tai Chi.

Students also designed a sta-
tion to provide pure, drinkable
water, along with refill stations
and reusable water bottles.

Two of the main ideas indus-
trial design students voted for
regarding the use of Tower Lawn
were an adult playground and
“using the outdoors,” according
to the exhibit.

Kate Gary, a graduate stu-
dent in critical research, said
she wasn’t keen on the adult
playground because she said it
seemed unnecessary, but said
she liked “using the outdoors.”

“I like the tree seating idea
because I really like to sit under
trees, but it’s always muddy and
wet, so the tree seating would
solve that,” Gary said.

Another outdoor option was
the creation of sleeping pods to
allow students to nap outside be-
tween their classes.

Nicole Furtado, a graduate
student in critical research, said

Spastan Daily

Innovative library exhibit open

she would use the sleeping
pods.

“I like the sleeping pods,
but T don’t think T would
sleep in them, but rather use

it as a private study area,”
Furtado said.

This project took one se-
mester to complete and was
part of a campus study done
with Kaiser Permanente, Sie-
mer said.

The other exhibit showcases
the work industrial design stu-
dents did with Leslie Speer, an
assistant professor of industrial
design, in Lebialem, a commu-
nity in the African nation of
Cameroon.

“On exhibit is a culmination
of a year’s worth of work,” Speer
said. “The goal of the whole
project was to try to utilize in-
dustrial design and product de-
sign skills to be able to increase
income for blacksmiths and
farmers.”

A model of the Speaker Bench on the fourth floor of King
Library, a wireless listening spot that allows students to
wirelessly sync their laptops and mp3 players.

HUSAIN SUMRA / SPARTAN DAILY

The industrial design stu-
dents who accompanied Speer
performed research in the
farms and met with members
of the Cameroon community in
December 20009, she said.

“The project showcases the
results of all the work they did
along with some of the process
that they were engaged in dur-
ing the last year of the devel-
opment of the product,” Speer
said.

Students designed a uni-
versal connector which allows
blacksmiths to fabricate pieces

and assemble backpacks and
carts.

The blacksmiths sell the con-
nectors to farmers so they can
carry the food they grow into the
markets, enabling them to sell
their goods more efficiently.

Most of the farmers are wom-
en and by the time they are in
their mid-30s to late-40s, Speer
said they’re hunched over and
their spines are damaged from
carrying heavy baskets on their
heads filled with goods to sell.

The exhibit is on display
through April 30.

Atterschool Animation Club draws in creativity

Amber Simons
Staff Writer

A flying bird barely escapes being shot by a
hunter only to be hit by an airplane, in a black
and white animation short film presented at the
Afterschool Animation Club meeting on Friday.

The club met on the third floor of the Art build-
ing on Friday, when a group of about 14 people
shared animated black and white film shorts with
one another and then elected lead animators for
an animation project in the works.

Edgar Hernandez, a junior animation and il-
lustration major, said the group usually meets in
Campus Village Building B at 5 p.m. every Fri-
day.

Club members laughed and complimented
each other on the animations presented.

Club President Hernandez said the Afterschool
Animation Club started about two months ago.

“We were standing right here, waiting for one
of our friends,” said Hernandez, as he pointed
to the space in front of a door in the Art build-
ing. “And we said, 'Yeah, we should collaborate.
We should get some people.' We started asking
people, ‘Hey you want to do it?” ‘Yeah, sure.” It
started with six people.”

The group meets for fun and to practice their
animation skills, Hernandez said, because there
is a long gap between the time they take their first
animation class and their second.

“We should use our skills and have fun,” said
Denise Magdale, a sophomore animation and il-
lustration major. “So, we were thinking of doing
a collaboration, and we didn’t expect it to be this
big.”

Magdale said the club grew in size through
word of mouth.

“Other people heard about it, other friends,
and they got excited,” she said. “They were like,

‘Oh hey, I want to be in on this too.” So, we just
kind of formed the club.”

Hernandez said about 20 people are now in-
volved with the club.

Magdale said club members are working on
a film about facing obstacles and overcoming
them.

“More specifically, it’s about this guy with four
arms and he’s a great animator,” she said. “And
he loses two of his arms and he feels he can’t do
it anymore because he’s at a disadvantage. He’s
come up against something he feels he can’t over-
come and he does so. It’s an inspirational story.”

Jules Kenville, a junior animation and illustra-
tion major, said he’s currently working on char-
acter designs and assisting wherever he can.

“Ilove drawing, and it’s a passion of mine and
I couldn’t find myself doing something else,” he
said.

Magdale said she has fun animating.

“It’s one of those life questions,” she said.
“What do you want to do with your life?” And,
I was thinking, I'm smart enough to be a doctor,
but I don’t know if I want to do that for the rest of
my life, and I really liked art, so I went into this.

“And just finding out all these people with the
same interests that I have, and also expanding
my horizons within this one interest, it was very
engaging. I can imagine myself doing this for the
rest of my life and not getting bored with it.”

Magdale said she started drawing anime (Jap-
anese animation) in sixth grade, but got into oth-
er forms of art when she got into high school, and
that she wants any artist job in either the film or
video game industries.

Kenville said he has been drawing since about
first grade but became more serious about art af-
ter high school.

“Whatever you can imagine, it can be possible
on paper,” Kenville said.
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Comic superhero adaptation ‘Kick-Ass'lives up to title

Donovan Farnham
Staff Writer

"Kick-Ass" is a superhero movie
without superheroes or superpowers,
but it is just as exciting and entertain-
ing as other movies featuring overpow-
ered heroes wearing tights.

The film stars Aaron Johnson,
who plays Dave Lizewski, the titular
"Kick-Ass."

Dave is a normal teenager who, in-
spired by the comic books he reads,
steps up to stop the gang problem in
his New York City neighborhood —
while wearing a tacky green wetsuit he
bought on the Internet.

After cutting his teeth on a series of
beat downs and ass-kickings, Kick-Ass
becomes a viral video sensation.

The crime fighter runs his entire
crime-stopping career from a MySpace
page in his dad's house.

Johnson's character comes off as a
lovable teenager who wants to make
a difference and is tired of drifting
through high school unnoticed, which
ultimately makes him a likable charac-
ter to which the audience can relate.

Think of Kick-Ass as a "Spider-
Man" inspired by Kevin Smith movies
and Internet jokes.

As Kick-Ass fights his way through
the drug dealers in his neighborhood,
he eventually runs into the hardened
crime fighting duo of Big Daddy and
Hit Girl, played by Nicolas Cage and
Chloe Moretz.

Think of the two as a Batman and
Robin team carrying enough guns to
make Fort Knox envious.

Cage and Moretz' father-daughter
team come off as an endearing and
caring one-parent family who do ev-
erything together — and by everything
and endearing, I mean dicing up coke
dealers and filling henchmen with so
many bullet holes that they resemble
Swiss cheese.

Out of the three heroes, the two
standouts are Kick-Ass and the pint-
sized, school-uniform-wearing-purple-
haired terror that is Hit Girl — who has

(Left) Chloe Moretz throws a punch as ‘Hit Girl’ in “Kick-Ass.” (Right) From left to right, Aaron Johnson as Kick-Ass, Hit
Girl Chloe Grace Moretz, and Nicolas Cage as Big Daddy, in “Kick-Ass.” Photos courtesy of the All Movie website

one of the best gun fights I've seen in a
movie since "Shoot 'Em Up."

As the three heroes start shooting
and hitting their way to the top of the
drug ring, they encounter Red Mist,
played by Christopher Mintz-Plasse,
from movies like "Superbad" and
"Role Models."

This faux superhero is the son of
the kingpin behind New York City's co-
caine problem.

Mintz-Plasse came off as annoying
in his other movies, but in "Kick-Ass,"
he does a nice job of playing a son with

questionable morals who would do any-
thing to make his father accept him.

"Kick-Ass" is a fun spoof and hom-
age to superhero movies that finds the
right balance between seriousness and
making cheap jokes on its own behalf.

The film even takes on the old “Spi-
der-Man” proverb, with great power
comes great responsibility, and turns it
on its head which should be a no-no to
comic book fans, but ultimately plays
into the films spoof mentality.

The action for the movie is over-
the-top and delightfully gory with a fair

amount of limbs being hacked off by
Hit Girl's twirling blades and exploding
heads thanks to Big Daddy.

The gore isn't a surprise because
one of the writers for the "Kick-Ass"
comic book also wrote the "Wanted"
comic book, so the two movies drew
upon similar inspiration.

Kick-Ass is a funny and exciting
movie that serves as a good warmup for
the summer movie season.

Fans of action movies and comic
book movies alike shouldn't hesitate to
see it.
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The history of Mary J. day

April 20 is the day Hitler was
born, the Columbine shooting
took place and the first detective
story was published.

However, to a college stu-
dent, perhaps the most signifi-
cant meaning of the day is that
it’s National Pot Smoking Day.

The date of 4/20 is connected
to a slang term within the smok-
ing community, where the num-
ber 420 correlates to weed.

Last year, I celebrated by
chomping half of a hash brownie
while standing inside an Office-
Max. My initial purpose — mak-
ing copies — was abandoned
for another day. My friends
and I wandered to my buddy’s
apartment, where we inhabited
a bathroom with our presence
and our blunt. We had a grape
salad: grape-flavored wrap, a
little bit of purp and some grape
jelly used as adhesive.

By 3 p.m., we were chowing
down on pho and by 7 p.m., we
were watching an episode of
“Avatar: The Last Airbender” in
the library. Some guy came over
and told us to quiet down — at
which point the laughter sub-
sided and sleep took hold.

We had a good time. We
made some jokes and took some
photos. We enjoyed a holiday
that, while not condoned by ev-
erybody, we saw as a celebration
of lightness of being, depth of
soul and fraternity of friends.

The point is not that I'm
some kind of “super stoner” get-
ting my mind boggled on an ex-
treme basis.

The point is that an individ-
ual should be allowed to kick it
with friends, tilt his chair back,
put his feet up and do what he
wants to do.

My grape salad and subse-
quent munchies for pho affected
only me and those immediately
around me.

Daniel Herberholz
Staff Writer

It’s a given that the mental
and/or physical repercussions
of marijuana intake are up for
debate. These effects are not ful-
ly calculable in modern physical
and psychological sciences. As
someone who has smoked, I try
to realize this absence of com-
plete knowledge and incorpo-
rate it into my decision-making
about weed.

The holiday of 4/20 is a day
on which I personally do not
think about that absence of
knowledge.

To use a similar but perhaps
unwelcome example, Dec. 25 is
a day all about celebrating tra-
dition. From my understanding,
Christmas is a day out of all the
days of the year that a Christian
is supposed to have the warmest
heart.

4/20 is the day out of all the
days of the year that a smoker
is supposed to have the highest
time.

In thinking about the nature
of the day, I came upon a ques-
tion.

What is the origin of this leg-
endary day?

The Snopes website lists sev-
eral possible but, according to
the site, untrue reasons for cel-
ebration of April 20.

There are the apparent
deaths of Janis Joplin, Jimi
Hendrix and Jim Morrison on

April 20. (What if these three
J’s lit up a J — a joint — to-
gether? Great music would be
created.) These three musical
legends had other death days,
according to the website.

There’s the possibility of a
penal code of “420” in relation
to ganja. Neither California
nor any other state has such a
code, according to the website.

There’s the theory that
Swiss scientist Albert Hofmann
deliberately took LSD for the
first time at 4:20 on April 20.
His first accidental acid trip,
however, was on April 16 and
his first deliberate attempt was
on April 19, according to the
website.

In my experience, the most
perpetuated concept is that
there was once a group of ston-
ers who would light up at 4:20
p-m. every day. The legend
goes that they began to refer
to this time for all dank-relat-
ed activities — “420” became
universal to them for all things
weed. Thus, April 20 (especial-
ly 4:20 on that day) became a
celebratory event.

I have heard it from friends
and read it in magazines. I
have heard it on the radio and
watched it on a TV program.
While none of these sources
have any sort of conclusive
evidence, they trace the origin
of the 420 term — and thus
the April 20 holiday — to this
group of potheads.

Isay, “Who the hell knows?”
Hopefully, there will someday
be an investigate piece that
finds an acknowledgment and
corroborated source for the
origin of the term and the holi-
day.

Until then, I'll keep filling
my April 20 with comrades
and cannabis, cohorts and
chronic.
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Legalize it already

A movement for the legaliza-
tion of marijuana is growing in
California.

Tom Ammiano, a state as-
semblyman and former San
Francisco supervisor, put forth a
bill on Feb. 23, 2009 that would
tax and regulate the sale of can-
nabis in California, according to
Salon, a news website.

According to an analysis con-
ducted by the state tax board,
the legalization of marijuana
could bring in an estimated $1.3
billion in revenues, according to the San Fran-
cisco Chronicle.

The federal government has requested $15.1
billion to spend on President Obama’s National
Drug Control Policy, which includes areas such
as substance abuse prevention, substance abuse
treatment and law enforcement, according to the
Office of National Drug Control Policy website.

Federal government surveys about drug us-
age have found that about 25 million people
have smoked marijuana in the last year and 14
million do so annually, according to the National
Organization for the Reform of Marijuana Laws
website.

All these facts and figures scream at me — le-
galize it.

The California economy continues to face a
huge budget deficit, as does the country.

Costs related to regulating drugs continue to
skyrocket.

Marijuana, as an illegal substance, generates
$14 billion annually, according to the Drug Poli-
cy Alliance Network website.

I don’t understand why people don’t see the
light and tap marijuana legalization as a way to
fix these budget crises.

It’s like seeing a $20 bill on the ground and
kicking it down a storm drain instead of picking
it up.

Marijuana is a money-making product and
has an industry essentially devoted to it.

Hydroponics is a way to grow plants indoors
in liquid nutrient solutions, as opposed to soil,
utilizing high-powered lights to grow crops, ac-
cording to Dictionary.com and the Hydroponics
Online website.

I would argue that this industry is supported
primarily by people involved in illegally growing
and distributing marijuana.

F

Intangible rewards for a devian

While at work the other day, I
was struck by an epiphany.

It was one of those experienc-
es that people talk about, a mo-
ment where, upon encountering
a certain individual, all your
doubts and concerns are thrown
out the window.

To give a bit of background,
I work at a health center. How-
ever, it is not your typical health
center.

It is one of those places oth-
ers scorn and view as a danger
because of fear and attached
stigmas.

Regina Aquino
Staff Writer

because of an interesting con-
versation, a fact they’ve shared
with me, or because they have
a familiar face.

On the other hand, one pa-
tient in particular, Kerry, I
remember because his name
always reminded me of John
Kerry. He is a gentleman with
wavy dark brown hair, about 45
to 50 years of age, who dressed
simply, in jeans and a T-shirt.
He would always come Satur-
day mornings, around opening
time.

We never had an interesting conversation

As an employee of a medical cannabis facil-
ity, I am given the opportunity to meet the wide
spectrum of people who engage in medical can-
nabis consumption for reasons that extend be-
yond recreation.

Hundreds of patients walk through our doors
daily. Some patients are outgoing and social
while others simply keep to themselves and go
through the check-in process without saying a
word.

I've been working there for a few months,
and I remember a handful of patients, either

or even shared anything beyond a “Hello, how
are you?” but the fact that his name stood out
among our database of 45,000-plus patients
made him to easy to remember.

That was until one Saturday morning.

As we approached the opening minute, a
line of patients had already formed outside our
building, so I booted up our computer database
to prepare for check-in.

At the end of the line stood a man, who, for
reasons I was unable to pinpoint at the time,
looked vaguely familiar.

But something was very different about this
man. His skin was pale, almost gray, his arms
and waist were extremely skinny and I noticed
the fatigue in his eyes.

The man’s face had no color. What used to
be a cordial smile was replaced by a melan-
choly expression, and the blue in his eyes had
transformed into a hue that resembled the pale,
slate-gray sky before a storm.

It was Kerry.

He presented me with his ID and physician’s
recommendation so I could check him in, and
then proceeded to get his medicine without say-
ing a word.

It wasn’t until he was out of my sight that I
broke down in tears. I even surprised myself
with such a reaction, but I guess that brief two-
minute interaction was enough to throw me into
a whirlwind of thoughts and emotion.

I couldn’t believe it was Kerry who just
walked through our doors. His appearance had
changed so drastically that I was not able to
identify him until I read his name on his ID.

I was overwhelmed that this patient was, in
fact, suffering from a medical condition that
caused him to seek solace in medical cannabis.

For me, the notion that there are medi-
cal cannabis patients who actually rely on this

\
:‘:" fl

Kevin Hume
Staff Writer
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- Who else would want to

spend all that money on elec-
tricity for lighting if it wasn’t go-
ing to make them lots of money
back?

I think the reasons above
are more than enough to make
a good argument for legalizing
cannabis usage.

But more than anything else,
I think marijuana should be le-
galized because it isn’t harmful.

Bill Hicks, one of my favorite
comedians, had this to say on
government regulation of drug usage: “What busi-
ness is it of yours what I do, read, buy, see or take
into my body as long as I do not harm another hu-
man being on this planet?”

This is one of my favorite perspectives when it
comes to issues such as what people do in the pri-

vacy of their own homes.
F People who use
marijuana are as
functional as folks
who drink on a
regular basis.

N
If you want to smoke weed, do it.
But I think people should be able to smoke
weed without the fear of being arrested or denied a
job for failing a drug test, because they tested posi-
tive for marijuana.

I think it is entirely unfair that marijuana is
lumped in with drugs such as cocaine, heroin and
methamphetamine, drugs that severely impair
your ability to function on any level.

People who use marijuana are as functional as
folks who drink on a regular basis.

The term “functional alcoholic” exists. I'm sure
“functional stoners” exist all over the place.

Marijuana’s illegality is an injustice to the mil-
lions who find enjoyment in using it.

Seeing how legalizing and regulating it could
drastically help reduce budget deficits for the state
and federal governments, I feel the issue should be
strongly considered.

Besides, who is it going to harm?

industry

medicine was manifested in this one patient.

It was as if all of the patient testimonies I've
read and heard were made a reality. I've en-
countered patients who shared their medical
experiences with me, but seeing this gentleman
transform from his healthy state to what he is
now helped me experience the pain felt by the
medical cannabis community.

Kerry’s name will stick with me as I continue
to expand my knowledge of the cannabis move-
ment. I can use my experience with him to em-
phasize the validity of medical cannabis.

Some people out there choose not to believe
in the medical benefits of cannabis, and some
even go as far as to judge patients and create
negative labels for these people without really
knowing their stories.

As 2010 continues and our city undergoes
possible change, I am aware of the cannabis
movement’s opponents and am also aware of
those who hurt the movement, either through
abuse or selfish motives.

But I have hope that one day, everybody will
have their own epiphany, and meet their own
version of Kerry. I hope they remember that ev-
ery human, patient or not, is facing some type
of battle, so we should try our best to be kinder
than necessary.

J
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Valine teaches teammates while schooling opponents

Junior leads the team
with 22 RBI this season

Eric Bennett
Staff Writer

The play that would define
the rest of Corey Valine’s base-
ball career at SJSU came the
first time he dug his cleats into
the dirt as a freshman three
years ago.

Valine’s first contribution
was a scorched single, and his
hustle rounding the bags af-
ter his teammate’s ensuing hit
keyed a victory for the team. Va-
line can recall every detail.

“My first career at-bat ...
playing Utah,” Valine said.
“Runner at third, no outs. Line
drive base hit to right field, I get
on first. The next hitter whacked
it to the left corner and I score
from first in the ninth inning to
win the game. That was pretty
memorable.”

And so began a career that
had Valine’s name inked in
SJSU baseball record books by
the end of his junior season.

Valine, a senior criminal jus-
tice major and the team captain,
said his game was molded by a
family that loved baseball.

“It’s a family thing,” he said.
“I have two brothers, two sisters,
and everyone played T-ball and
baseball. My brothers played in
college, too. They play the game
hard and that’s how I try to play
as well.”

Head coach Sam Piraro said
Valine’s presence on the field is
similar to that of a coach.

“I see him take guys aside
and get involved in the middle
of a drill,” Piraro said. “He takes
away maybe from some of the
reps that he is entitled to so he
could help somebody else out ...
a tremendous display of unself-
ishness.”

Valine maintains a 3.0 GPA
and was named to the 2010
Lowe's Senior Class Award

watch list for scholar athletes.
He said one of the toughest

Utility plyer Corey Valine reacts to a

aginst uc

Santa Barbara. Valine is the captain of the baseball team. NELSON ABURTO / SPARTAN DAILY

challenges at the college level is
the rigorous day-by-day sched-
ule.

“College is a lot harder than
high school, a lot more details,”
he said. “You've got to be able
to time manage pretty well. We
start at 5:30 in the morning lift-
ing weights, then we go to class,
practice and study hall after all
that. Somewhere in the day, you
have to mix in a meal.”

Valine has started at catcher
and third base this year for the
Spartans. Valine said he has
grown accustomed to switching
between the two positions.

“I enjoy both positions,” he
said. “Wherever coach needs me
to play, I'll play. It’s a lot of fun
playing both.”

His veteran leadership and
experience playing multiple po-
sitions are some of the qualities

The sun is shining, birds are singing
and you're itching to get away one last time
before the school year ends. Let the Capitol Corridor take
you on a trip before finals. Onboard you can relax, hang out with friends,
listen to music or even study on the way to your destination. And right now travel on the Capitol

Corridor is more affordable than ever because SJISU STUDENTS RECEIVE A 20% DISCOUNT.
That means you can go from San Jose to Oakland for $12 or San Jose to Sacramento for $28.

CAPITOL
CORRIDOR

that Valine brings to the field to
help his team, Piraro said.

“Corey is a mentor to our
younger players,” he said.
“He is looked up to by all
players but primarily our young-
er guys, the freshmen who are
striving to follow in his foot-
steps.”

Karson Klauer, a senior in-
fielder, said Valine helped him
adjust his approach to hitting

when he first came to the college
ranks.

“Corey’s a great leader with
one of the best attitudes on the
team,” Klauer said. “He always
brings an up-
lifting  spirit
to the guys. If
he sees some-
thing  with
your
or approach-
wise, he is the
go-to guy for
help.”

Freshman
infielder Zack
Jones plays third base when
Valine has duties at the catcher
position.

Jones said Valine showed
him the ropes to playing third.

“He’ll let you know if you're
slacking off,” Jones said. “Being
new to third base, there was a
lot T didn’t know. Corey would
always be the first one to tell me
about where I need to be at and
help me with my positioning.”

Valine is one of the tough-

He is a tremendous

representative of his «»

swing peers and San Jose
gtate University.

Valine is from Sacramento
and said his favorite baseball
team is the San Francisco Gi-
ants.

“I am a die-hard Giants fan,”
he said. “I go
to as many
games as [
.. 1 al-
ready went
to one the
other night.
It's like I
know every
fact  about
that team off
the top of my

Sam Piraro
Head coach

head.”

When Valine’s fourth and fi-
nal season is through, he’ll have
a lot of memories.

“Winning the WAC Champi-
onship last year, that’s always
going to be a big moment,”
Valine said. “Or the fact that I
recorded the last out to clinch
the championship is a great
memory."

est players in the league SEASON STATISTICS

to strike out, with just 18
strikeouts in 374 career at-
bats. He said he attributes
his low strikeout percentage
to having discipline when in

Average

276

tough jams as a hitter.

“It’s an attitude," he said.
"I don’t mind hitting with
two strikes. A lot of guys

Runs

22

get down on that count, but
I don’t mind it at all. The
pitcher still has to come to
me ... has to throw a strike
over the plate and it’s my

Hits
37

job to make contact.”
Piraro said Valine isn’t
just getting done on the dia-

model student as well.

Home Runs
mond but has also been a 2

“He is a tremendous
representative of his peers
and San Jose State Univer-
sity,” he said. “If he said he
wanted to be a lawyer, he’d

RBI
22

be a successful lawyer. If
he said he wanted to be a
CEO of a major company, I

that.”
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