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Qayoumi
announces
Shawn Bibb’s
retirement
By K EENAN FRY
@Keenan_ J_Fry
President Mohammad Qayoumi announced the planned
March 31 retirement of Shawn
Bibb, San Jose State University’s
chief financial officer, in a statement released to the campus
community via email.
Qayoumi thanked Bibb in
the statement for his 27 years of
service to Cal State Universities,
the bulk of which took place at
SJSU.
“As a key member of my administration, Shawn spearheaded efforts that eliminated a sizable campus budget deficit and
placed SJSU on sound financial
footing,” Qayoumi said in the
statement. “Due in large part to
those efforts we are now reinvesting in academic programs,
including adding 100 new faculty, and upgrading the campus’
aging infrastructure.”
There has been no official
announcement about the recruitment process or of any possible successor.
Former provost Ellen Junn
spent months searching for the
current provost, Andy Feinstein. Feinstein was selected after a nationwide search,
which produced 70 candidates.
As provost, Feinstein is also a
presidential cabinet member,
therefore there is a through
and in-depth precedent for the
recruitment process for SJSU’s
new CFO.
“As a relatively new provost,

See BIBB on page 3 ►

Nicholas Ibarra | Spartan Daily
Sam Liccardo smiles as he is sworn into office by Judge Ladoris Cordell while his family looks on at the California
Theatre on Jan. 6.

Liccardo promises outreach
at mayoral inauguration
By NICHOLAS IBARRA
@NickMIbarra

Former D.A. prosecutor Sam
Liccardo was inaugurated as the
new Mayor of San Jose at the
packed downtown California
Theatre on Jan. 6.
Liccardo, who narrowly won
office over union-backed Dave
Cortese in a heated election,
centered his acceptance speech
on the phrase “we’re from San
Jose.”
“Our state faces chronic

droughts. But we’re from San
jose,” Liccardo said in the speech.
A growing income gap divides our rich and poor, he said,
but “we’re from San Jose”.
Our commutes may be “crippled by traffic”, and we may face
a “crisis of homelessness,” Liccardo said. But we’re from San
Jose.
Liccardo closed his inaugural address by drawing a broad
outline of his plan for the coming weeks.
“We’ll be forming public

A&E

working groups to shape key
initiatives to better support
our kids’ learning, to broaden
economic opportunity and to
improve safety in our neighborhoods,” Liccardo said.
More than a dozen protestors picketed outside the California Theatre during the event
against what they see as the
unfair treatment of displaced
homeless after the closure of
one of the nation’s largest homeless encampments referred to as
“the Jungle.”

SEE MAYOR ON PAGE 2 ►

OPINION

Silicon Valley International
Auto Show lures car enthusiasts

PHENOMENALLY

FEMINIST

BY LAUREN HERNANDEZ
@LaurenForFavor
Over 350 new vehicles from
more than 30 manufacturers
rolled into the San Jose McEnery Convention Center as part of
the Silicon Valley International
Auto Show from Jan. 8–11.
Thousands of car enthusiasts filed into the center to
check out new, classic and exotic vehicles in a “no pressure
atmosphere,” according to
media relations representative
Dee Dee Taft.
“(The auto show) is ideal if
you want to do some research
before buying a new car or just
want to have some fun,” Taft
said.
Shelbi Okumura, media relations representative, said the
show offered something for a
range of tastes including new
vehicles, vintage cars and the

Nassinet Kahsai, senior social justice major, was among
those picketing.
“The city had promised that
(the homeless) would be housed,
whether it be temporary shelters
or affordable housing, and they
have not met that,” Kahsai said.
Kahsai said displaced homeless have been subject to “pneumonia and bronchitis because
of the freezing temperatures out
here” while the city hasn’t followed through with providing

Millennials are the key
to America’s future
BY JERICA LOWMAN
@thehellajerica

Lauren Hernandez | Spartan Daily
Attendees take a closer look at the 2015 Jaguar F-Type
at the Silicon Valley International Auto Show at the San
Jose McEnery Convention Center on Sunday, Jan. 11.
DUB Show Live, where customized vehicles are showcased.
Attendees drifted through
the showroom floor by fol-

lowing carpets reminiscent of
black highway lanes that sectioned off manufacturers including Honda, Kia, Volkswagon and Toyota.

SEE AUTO SHOW ON PAGE 4 ►

I am a big fan of President
Obama’s speeches.
I remember listening to him
talk in high school and being inspired by him.
Although he only has two
more years in his last term, he
will not only be remembered for
being the first black president but
for the many accomplishments
he has achieved even if people do
not agree.
On Tuesday, Jan. 20, President
Obama addressed some import-

ant issues that have been debated
for some time.
Among the issues included a
new proposal to make community college free, improving the
economy, women’s rights, raising
the minimum wage and global
warming.
I believe one of the most important ideas he talked about was
how politics in America have lost
theirs purpose.
“If we’re going to have arguments, let’s have arguments,” he
said, targeting the Republicans
who seem to always disagree
with him.

SEE MILLENNIALS ON PAGE 6 ►
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San Jose’s Environmental Innovation
Center boasts sustainability features
By Lauren Hernandez
@LaurenPorFavor
The San Jose Environmental Innovation Center
hosted a tour of its facilities with the help of SPUR
San Jose, a nonprofit organization, on Tuesday,
Jan. 20.
SPUR San Jose teamed
up with the innovation
center because they both
focus on educating the
community on waste diversion and repurposed
spaces, according to SPUR
San Jose’s representative
Kathryn Exon Smith.
“It fits in with our aim
to educate people in the
area about facilities like
this … and some of the
many initiatives under
way to make it greener,
safer, more equitable and
a better place to work and
live, and more involved in
the future direction of San
Jose,” Smith said.
The innovation center,
once a wax paper manufacturing facility in the
1950s, now houses three
tenants who all share the
objective of the City of San
Jose’s Green Vision, according to Linden Skjeie of
the Integrated Waste Management Division.
Skjeie said Prospect
Silicon Valley, Habitat for
Humanity ReStore and
Household
Hazardous
Waste Facility supports
the city’s 10 goals including green jobs, energy efficiency, renewable energy
and zero waste.
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“We wanted to create a
hub in this neighborhood
to revitalize this area,” Skjeie said. “To help create
more jobs, Prospect Silicon
Valley helps realize green
technology and jobs out of
the companies that launch
out of here.”
Prospect Silicon Valley
offers workspace to innovators in its main shop
floor, work on prototypes
in its electronics lab and
utilize hands-on tools in
its precision lab.
Michael
Pacholec,
Prospect Silicon Valley
representative, said its
technology demonstration center gives start-up
companies the opportunity to test new energy,
building and transportation technologies.
“Say you have a prototype but you need to make
a slight tweak to it, install
a new circuit board or
something like that, you
can go ahead and solder
it,” Pacholec said. “We’re
working on getting signal
generators so they can test
their equipment.”
San Jose State alumnus Steve Malone said he
thought it was interesting to see how San Jose’s
Green Vision has influenced technology.
“It’s impressive—the
environmentally
stable
technologies they’re using
and they’ve actually prototyped here and shown,”
Malone said.
A Modular Wetland
is located in the heart of

the innovations center’s
parking lot, which allows
rain to drain into an underground structure.
The water is then
treated with fi lters to remove pollutants, which
then flows through nearby
storm drains and runs off
into the nearest creek.
The center itself is
equipped with solar light
tubes which funnel natural light into the building,
this reduces the need for
artificial light, according
to Environmental Services
representative Ed Ramirez.
“We also have a solar-powered GPS operated
gadget that controls a series of thin sheets of aluminum and all they do all
day—we have 24 of them
throughout the building—
is follow the sun and bring
as much light in as possible,” Ramirez said.
Ramirez led a group
of seven members of the
community through the
facilities by showcasing
the center’s sustainable
features along the way,
including Habitat for Humanity’s ReStore, a home
improvement store which
sells gently used appliances and furniture.
All materials are donated by the public, Home
Depot and Orchard Supply and Hardware. The
materials are sold approximately 50 to 70 percent
less than retail cost.
“To help with our zero
waste goals we have the
ReStore,” Skjeie said. “They
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Lauren Hernandez | Spartan Daily
Environmental Services representative Ed Ramirez demonstrates how
the compostable toilets operate in the Enironmental Innovation Center’s
basement on Tuesday, Jan. 20.
have had people leave there
in tears because they were
so grateful that they could
afford a water heater that
they couldn’t afford from
Sears and provide that for
their family.”
Smith said she hoped attendees of the tour gained
an understanding of the
city’s initiatives to provide
a greener community.
“ReStore is so accessible to the community and allows things
that might otherwise be
thrown out to go back
into use,” Smith said.
The center’s hazardous
waste facility provides the
community with a place
to safely dispose of household hazardous waste,
such as chemicals lurking

in garages and underneath
sinks, according to Skjeie.
Skjeie said the facility
results in fewer health risks
that are associated with
waste and ensures hazardous materials do not end up
in the environment.
Mountain View resident Fran Fuller said she
was pleased to learn more
about the facilities different sustainable functions.
“I’m always kind of surprised and impressed that
San Jose has more going on
environmentally than I expect it to,” Fuller said.
Canada native Jennifer
Barbour McKeller attended
the tour to learn about San
Jose’s green initiatives.
“My background is
environmental manage-

ment, so I’m interested
in what’s going on in the
city,” McKeller said. “I
thought it was great.”
Smith said the Environmental Innovation Center
showcases San Jose’s commitment to sustainable
living.
“They have clearly been
thoughtful, in designing
the facility, about the physical space, waste diversion,
alternative energy and the
design to make it a great
place to work,” Smith said.
To learn more about the
San Jose Environmental
Innovation Center, visit
ht t p: //w w w. s je nv i ronment.org/eic.
Lauren Hernandez is
the Spartan Daily executive
producer.
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the replacement housing
that it committed to prior
to taking apart “the Jungle.”
“Liccardo and his staff
fi led a complaint against
the residents when he said
he would be supporting
them,” Kahsai said.
Liccardo was sworn in
by former independent police auditor Ladoris Cordell, the former judge and
head of last year’s San Jose
State University task force
on racial discrimination.
Last year, Cordell wrote
a column for Slate in which
she expressed the need
for police officers to be
equipped with body cameras, and in an interview
the previous week with
Spartan Daily, Liccardo
expressed his views on the
same subject.
“In 2012 I wrote a public memo urging that the
council move forward with
the installation of body
cameras,” Liccardo said.
He said he has been vocal about the issue during
his campaign and continues to support police
officer’s use of body-worn
cameras that record their
interactions with civilians.
Body cameras, Liccardo said, “protect civilians and also protect
police officers. We are
deluged with lawsuits every year, some of which
are less than meritorious,
and I think body cameras
could go a long way.”
While body cameras
are now worn by officers
in nearby cities including Oakland, Richmond,
Union City, Campbell, Los
Gatos and Gilroy, San Jose
police abandoned a pilot
program in 2012 and the

Nicholas Ibarra | Spartan Daily
Protesters picket Sam Liccardo’s mayoral
inauguration over what they claim is unfair
treatment of displaced homeless by the city.
police union continues to
call for a slow and careful
process.
Cordell has expressed
frustration with that process, a stance among others
that some see as widening
the rift between her office
and the police department.
A group of Native
American dancers and
drummers kicked off the
event with an Aztec dance,
followed by a brief welcome
from Tamara Alvarado, the
executive director of the
School of Arts & Culture.
Afterward,
Manuel
Romero, the noted singer
and Milpitas native, sang
the national anthem while
accompanying himself on
acoustic guitar.
Reverend Jon Talbert
followed with an invocation and finally David
Pence, Santa Clara County
poet laureate, gave a reading from his collection.
Antonio Chavez, an
army veteran and San Jose
State University alumnus
(class of ‘68), said he attended the event because
of his interest in issues
that affect veterans, particularly homelessness.

“What’s going to happen in the homeless population of veterans is one
thing, and retraining
them and getting them
back into the community,” Chavez said.
Chavez said he thought
Liccardo’s speech touched
on important points and
added that he thinks Liccardo will be well-suited
for office.
“He’s got the energy
level and he travels by bicycle, so that’s one thing,”
Chavez said, adding that
Liccardo had brought together supporters from diverse groups.
“I’m a San Jose State
alum from the ‘60s,”
Chavez said. “So I see the
evolution of everything.
I think he’s in touch with
what’s going on.”
Liccardo spent the next
day, his first in office, split
between a ride-along with
SJPD officers and a visit to
one of the few cold-weather
shelters left in the South
Bay visiting with residents
and staff.
Nicholas Ibarra is the
Spartan Daily executive
editor.
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Kwanzaa celebration calls
for community togetherness
By Nicholas Ibarra
@NickMIbarra
In American culture
and media, the winter holidays are dominated by talk
of Christmas—talk that
some would argue is only
loosely disguised behind the
now-ubiquitous euphemism
of “The Holidays.”
On the fifth floor of the
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Library, however, a group
of predominantly African-American men and
women, some dressed in traditional West African garb,
gathered on the evening of
Dec. 30 to celebrate a very
different tradition—a tradition that many have passingly heard of but far fewer
understand: Kwanzaa.
The ceremony began
with drumming and spoken
word poetry, followed by a
speech from Ruth Wilson,
chair of the department of
African-American studies.
Kwanzaa, Wilson said, is
about shared values and history across the African and
African American communities.
“To have purpose, to have
a sense of unity, to help each
other, to share—those core
concepts are part of what it
means to have a nation, and
to embrace the fact that we
do have a nation,” Wilson
said.
Kwanzaa was created
in 1965 by activist, professor and author Mualana
Karenga as the first holiday
to celebrate African-American history and culture.
Each of Kwanzaa’s seven

days highlights one of what
Karenga called the seven
principles of African American heritage: unity, self-determination, collective work
and responsibility, cooperative economics, purpose,
creativity and faith.
This ceremony, taking
place on the fifth day of
Kwanzaa, was focused on
the principle of purpose.
The exhibit in the King
Library includes a ceremonial table decorated with
fruit, statues, books and
prominently feature a seven
candle holder called a “kinara.”
After her speech, Wilson
invited people to share their
experiences and memories
of Kwanzaa.
Ross Pusey, a community
organizer working in San
Jose, was one of the people
who chose to speak.
“Now more than ever
our young people need us,”
Pusey said. “And not to tell
them what to do—or where
to go—but to ally with them
and let them know somebody cares, let them know
that they are important, that
they are somebody, because
that is not a message that
they hear everyday.”
San Jose Mayor Sam
Liccardo, then Mayor-elect,
attended the Kwanzaa ceremony and gave a brief
speech after the ceremonial
lighting of the fifth candle.
“In every given moment
we are interrupted, distracted, we are bothered by
a text message, a tweet … by
something that is distracting us from our real pur-

pose, our deeper purpose,”
Liccardo said.
Those distractions, Liccardo said, can too often
interfere with our ability to
connect with one another.
“Purpose is something
we need to recommit to, not
just once a year, but every
day,” Liccardo said.
After the event Liccardo
spoke to the Daily about the
importance of multiculturalism in San Jose.
Liccardo said what he appreciates most about Kwanzaa is the universality and
inclusivity of its values.
“If there’s a path forward
through the tension and
strife that we see from Ferguson to New York, it seems

ing to report the misuse of funds to the
state in a timely manner, and in a previous interview with the Daily, some current and former staff and faculty have
raised questions about the administration’s handling of such issues as well as
what some see as their frequent occurrence.
“I am a firm believer in education
and the CSU mission and am proud to
say that my son is a graduate of SJSU,”
said Bibb. “I very much look forward to
my retirement as I am an avid bike rider
and snowboarder and have a lot of the
world still to explore.”
Keenan Fry is the Spartan Daily A&E
editor.
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Nicholas Ibarra | Spartan Daily
From left, David Piper and Mike Fair play the
drums at the Kwanzaa celebration and kinara
dedication at the King Library on Dec. 30, 2014.

Nicholas Ibarra | Spartan Daily
San Jose Mayor Sam Liccardo, then Mayor-elect, delivers brief remarks behind a table adorned
with a kinara candle holder at the King Library, Dec. 30, 2014.

JUMP From Front Page: BIBB
I greatly appreciated the time that
Shawn spent helping me better understand many of the nuances of university
budgeting,” Feinstein said. “He has been
doing this work for 27 years. His knowledge and experience were invaluable to
me and, I believe, to many others.”
One black mark on Bibb’s tenure as
CFO was the justice studies department
scandal in 2014, in which former justice
studies dean Mark Correia, now a dean at
Indiana University of Pennsylvania, was
found to have kept funds in an off-campus bank account where $7,000 was spent
on himself, according to a CSU audit.
A CSU audit looking into the scandal
faulted the SJSU administration for fail-

to me that it’s an approach
that engages people in dialogue listening without
judgement,” Liccardo said.
The Kwanzaa exhibit and
ceremony is now in its third
consecutive year at the King
Library, according to Kathryn Blackmer, Cultural Heritage Center librarian.
David Piper, one of exhibit’s organizers, said he
would like to see the event
grow and become more of a
focus for young people, specifically San Jose State University students.
“Make it an icon in this
library,” Piper said.
Nicholas Ibarra is the
Spartan Daily executive
editor.
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“They can learn about new technologies
available in cars, alternative fuel options including the new hydrogen fuel cell vehicles,
all electric vehicles, clean burning diesel options, hybrids and more,” Taft said.
Toyota’s new hydrogen fuel cell vehicle, called the Toyota Mirai, lured in large
crowds with its hydrogen-powered tank, water vapor emissions and $30 average fueling
cost.
Toyota representative Ellen Williams said the Mirai is part of a new wave
of environmental vehicles that some
manufacturers have released with the
intent to lower it’s carbon footprint.
“The goal in two years is to have hydrogen
fueling stations within six miles of wherever
you are in California,” Williams said. “Emissions on hydrogen are purely water vapor, so
it will be fantastic on the environment.”
Sunnyvale resident Eric Quock said he
has attended the Silicon Valley International
Auto Show five times and returns to check
out new models every year.
“(I attend) to get an idea of what the different manufacturers are putting out and
seeing where technology leads us and making sure that I don’t miss out on anything,”
Quock said.
Quock and dozens of other attendees
circled the 2015 Camaro Z28, a powerhouse
muscle car that boasts 505 horsepower and
an LS7 lightweight engine.
Quock, the owner of a classic 1968 Z28,
said he loved the “throwback” to the old performance body style.
“If you get out and enjoy track days, put
the helmet on, and put the pedal to the metal, then this is the car for you,” Quock said.
San Jose native Michelle Esteban, a
first-timer to the auto show, said the show
was more than just a fun way to spend an

Lauren Hernandez | Spartan Daily
The 2015 Corvette Z06 spins on a platform at the Silicon Valley International Auto Show at the San Jose McEnery
Convention Center on Sunday, Jan. 11.
afternoon.
“I think its pretty cool,” Esteban said.
“They’ve got a variety of cars and if you’re
shopping around you have good options.”
The convention center’s South Hall
housed the DUB Show Live, where trickedout muscle, luxury and exotic cars were exhibited along with a massive Harley Davidson display.
Attendees eager to rev up the engine,
twist the throttle and feel the tremor of a
motorcycle were able to hop on a Harley Davidson securely fastened to a Jumpstart platform and ride to their heart’s content.
San Jose resident Enrique Hurtado leapt
on the massive blue Harley and revved the
engine until the South Hall filled with the
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staccato of the popping exhaust valves.
“Riding the Harley was fun, it was my
first time,” Hurtado said. “I’ve wanted to ride
to see what it felt like.”
Hurtado attended auto shows in Utah
and Ohio but said the Silicon Valley show
stood out to him in regards to new model
displays.
“There is a lot more cars than I’ve originally seen in other auto shows, so I liked
that,” Hurtado said.
Okumura said the auto show was great
because of the broad vehicle selection and
diverse ride and drive opportunities.
“(There is) really something for everyone
at the auto show this year,” Okumura said.
Some attendees took photos with San Jose

Dystopian
film inspires
former SJSU
student
BY JONATHAN GIDDENS
@JayofthePeople
Living in San Jose and attending San
Jose State University, a current student is
bound to come across alumni from a myriad of different scholastic backgrounds.
Despite being planted in the heart of Silicon Valley, students are leaving SJSU with
passions and ambitions of all sorts.
With aspirations come trials and
recognition.
One SJSU student was recently
recognized for his aspirations of on-screen
grandeur.
Wesley Hobbs was a second year radio, television and film major at SJSU and
transferred to the New York Film Academy
to continue pursuing his dream.
Hobbs was recognized for a short film
he directed while attending SJSU titled
“The Fallout.”
“To start off, my major was business, but
the only reason it was business was because
I felt that it was my only option,” Hobbs
said in an email. “It only took a day of business class for me to realize it wasn’t for me,
and I switched (majors) the first day of my
freshmen year.”
Hobbs wrote the original story for the
film but assisted his brother Bryson in the
writing of the script.
The inspiration for the film derived from
a World War II film project done in high
school, according to Hobbs.
“I have loved movies ever since I was a
little boy, I had few neighbors growing up
in rural Santa Cruz and I spent most of my
time watching movies,” Hobbs said. “My
inspiration for film making came from
‘Back to the Future’s’ behind the scenes
clips and how much fun they had while
working.”
Hobbs decided to teach himself how to
go about creating and producing his own
film after realizing he wouldn’t enter into
his major classes until his third year of
school.
“The Fallout” is a post-apocalyptic
movie, set in the United States after a
political holocaust, and stars another one of
SJSU’s very own Niko Parras.
Parras is a fourth year theater major and
serves as a member of the same Kappa Sig-

Sharks—Sharkie the mascot—and posed in
front of the San Francisco Giants World Series trophies in the Toyota section, while others flocked to test drive centers located at the
convention center’s curbside.
Winding lines of drivers waited to take
a spin around the convention center in the
new Ford or Toyota model vehicles including the Ford Mustang, Explorer, Prius and
Camry.
“The idea is that the attendees get an up
close look at all the new model vehicles manufacturers are offering for 2015 and beyond,”
Taft said.
Lauren Hernandez is the Spartan
Daily executive producer.

Photo courtesy of Philip Bergman
associate of Stellar Lense Productions
Actor Adriano Ages in a scene from
Wesley Hobbs’ post-apocolayptic
film “The Fallout.”
ma fraternity as Hobbs.
“I got into theater because it allowed me
to break out of my shell,” Parras said.
The movie started off as a small
production where Hobbs and his brother
would film Parras for a less action-packed
film, but quickly spiraled into a larger
production according to Hobbs.
Parras was the first actor on the project
and then was joined by two more, Adriano
Ages and Tiaira Nowlin.
Soon after, a professional production
team named Stellar Lense Productions
as well as a Vargas Studios makeup artist
joined the project, according to Hobbs.
“It became a large project all
within a month and we chose Fort Ord, an
abandoned military base in Monterey as
the shoot location,” Hobbs said in an email.
According to Hobbs, he knew Parras had aspirations of being an actor and
personally wanted “The Fallout” to be his
first film.
“We filmed everything in August of
2014 and were up every Friday through
Sunday morning at 5 a.m. before the
semester started,” Parras said. “The best
thing was that everyday was fun and still
professional.
Parras said once the movie got rolling,
it was sort of like a domino effect and he
focused on maintaining continuity during
filming and paying attention to detail.
Joey Montoya, third year graphic
design major, served as co-producer of the
film along with his company Urban Native
Era sponsoring the project.
Montoya said his involvement came
from meeting Hobbs and believing in the
passion that drove him to create the film.
“I like supporting young talented
people and have no doubt Wesley will be a
famous filmmaker one day,” Montoya said.
Fall of 2014 was Hobb’s last semester
of attendance at SJSU and has visions of a
crime thriller collaboration with Parras for
his next project.
Jonathan Giddens is a contributing
writer for the Spartan Daily.
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If there’s one thing that
far too often follows tragedy
it’s irony, and the massacre at
the French satirical magazine
Charlie Hebdo has been no exception.
While much of the international community clambered
to send leaders and high-ranking delegates to clasp arms and
march for the ideal of freedom
of expression (excluding the
faux pas committed by the U.S.
which, despite Attorney General Eric Holder already being
in Paris, sent no senior administration officials whatsoever),
most of the countries represented in the feel-good photo
op don’t actually allow free expression in its borders.
Egypt is one of the worst
cases of such blatant self-contradiction but the U.S., France
and the U.K. are all culpable.
In Egypt, three Al Jazeera
journalists are still detained for
simply reporting on the Muslim Brotherhood, and a student
who allegedly “insulted” Islam
on Facebook was sentenced to
three years behind bars, a mere
three days after the attack on
the French magazine, according to Human Rights Watch.
Meanwhile, Egyptian president Abdel Fatah Al-Sisi
made a strong declaration in
support of freedom of expression, claiming that it is completely within the borders of
his country.
If that irony isn’t thick
enough for you, how about the
European Union’s response to
the tragedy in France. Buried
in a statement that condemns
the attacks is language calling
for the cooperation of internet
service providers in the “reporting of material that aims to
incite hatred and terror and the
condition of its removing.”
But nothing like this could
possibly be happening in
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America where we live under
the sacrosanct protection of the
First Amendment, right?
In 2011, a 24-year-old Pakistani U.S. resident was sentenced to 12 years for uploading
a Youtube video featuring the
infamous photos of Abu Ghraib
and video of U.S. trucks exploding, according to a piece in The
Intercept by Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist Glenn Greenwald.
Also in 2011, a 22-year-old
Penn State student was sentenced to eight and a half years
after a Department of Justice
indictment over posting “justi-

fication of attacks on the U.S. to
a ‘jihadi forum,’” according to
the same article.
What’s more, President
Obama has prosecuted whistleblowers under one of the
most embarrassing pieces of
legislation still on the books,
the Espionage Act, more than
all previous presidential administrations combined according to CNN’s Jake Tapper.
To cap it all off with a big hypocritical cherry, just two days
after playing host to one of the
largest marches for freedom of
expression in history, a French
comedian was arrested over a
Facebook post that read, “Tonight, as far as I’m concerned,
I feel like Charlie Coulibaly,”
(mocking the slogan “Je Suis
Charlie” by referring to the man
responsible for a previous attack
in a French supermarket).
According to an AP report
from Jan. 14, France is now instructing prosecutors to crack
down on racist speech as well
as speech that is offensive to religion.
The duplicity is just
mind-boggling and, most
frightening of all, there are literally thousands of examples
that could be cited if brevity
wasn’t a concern.
Most of the hypocrisy revolves around a slight of hand
trick whereby punishing expression is wrong if done by
an individual, but necessary
when done by a government.
The truth is, governmental restrictions on freedom of
speech are actually more dangerous and reprehensible than
individual acts of retribution—for many painfully obvious reasons, but most of all
that in the former case we’re
not talking about an isolated example of extremism and
fanaticism, but about institutional policy that controls en-

tire populations.
Freedom of speech does not
only necessitate, but is fundamentally hinged upon, the
ability to talk about—even to
the point of advocating—the
violent overthrow of the government.
It applies as equally to
speech that you agree with as to
speech that offends you to the
core of your being.
The acceptance and rejection of any idea that is entirely
confined to the realm of expression, rather than action,
must happen on a purely societal level in order for a society to
call itself free—no matter how
reprehensible the idea may be.
We need this freedom so
dearly not just to uphold some
ideal, but also for an entirely selfish reason: to protect us
from ourselves.
The truth is, if we allow a small
group of people to govern our
society and give them the power
to punish their critics in broad
daylight, the government will
invariably corrupt itself. That’s
exactly why Thomas Jefferson
famously said he’d rather have a
free press without a government
than a government without a
free press (or, as Voltaire is often
misattributed to have said, “I do
not agree with what you have to
say but I’ll defend to the death
your right to say it.”)
Some people will probably
disagree with that rationale,
and that’s OK, that’s your right
to your own belief. But don’t
pat yourself on the back for
marching around in support
of ideals that you don’t actually
believe in.
It’s insulting.
Because there are people out
there who actually do believe
in freedom of speech, and 12 of
them were just killed for it.
Nicholas Ibarra is the Spartan Daily executive editor.
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the Editor
Letters to the Editor may be placed
in the letters to the editor box in
the Spartan Daily office in Dwight
Bentel Hall, Room 209, sent by fax
to (408) 924–3282, emailed to
spartandaily@gmail.com or written
to the Spartan Daily Opinion Editor, 1 Washington Square, San Jose,
CA 95192-0149.
Letters to the Editor must contain
the author’s name, address, phone
number, signature and major. Letters become property of the Spartan
Daily and may be edited for clarity,
grammar, libel and length. Only
letters of 300 words or less will be
considered for publication.
Published opinions and advertisements do not necessarily reflect
the views of the Spartan Daily, the
School of Journalism and Mass
Communication or SJSU. The Spartan Daily is a public forum.
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JUMP From Front Page: MILLENNIALS
“But let’s make the debates
worthy of this body and worthy of this country.”
He brought up abortion
and how it has been a controversial topic for decades.
People might not see eye
to eye on abortion rights, but
he implies or believes that
women have the right to good
healthcare.
For this to happen, the next
generation has to be inspired.
According to the White
House website, if all 50 states
choose to implement the president’s new community college proposal, it could save a
student $3,800 in tuition on
average per year and benefit roughly nine million students.
If high school students,
who are a part of the next
generation, know they can

Follow Jerica on Twitter
@hellajerica
get an education for free, this
might encourage them to go
to school, even if they were
not planning on it.
Tuition continues to rise
every year, leaving more and
more students in debt.
Free community college
could leave students in less
debt.
Like many of the president’s other plans, this plan

can only work if the school
systems for high school, junior high and elementary
school are improved.
It has become common for
people to be pushed to go to
college, but I do not believe
schools do well in making
students understand that being educated is important.
Obama believes we need
to spend less time trying to
make each other look bad and
more time on “lifting young
people up, with a sense of purpose and possibility, and asking them to join in the great
mission of building America.”
How can we call ourselves
the “United States” if we are
not united at all?
How can we be united
when all we do is split ourselves into red and blue states,
Republican and Democrat,

liberal and conservative?
Obama said, “A brighter future is ours to write. Let’s begin
this new chapter—together—
and let’s start the work right
now.”
I am a part of the generation that needs to strive to
achieve these standards.
Millennials, or whatever
people are calling us, are the
future leaders of America.
We need to be educated on
important issues.
We need to write that better future so the past is not
repeated.
We need to sympathize
with one another and work
together through our differences.
Jerica Lowman is the Spartan Daily opinion editor.
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By SAMUEL BRANNAN
@SamBrannan

Women’s Water Polo
(4–0, 0–0)

Women’s Basketball
(8–9, 2–4)

Women’s Swimming &
Diving (8–0)

Men’s Basketball
(2–16, 0–6)

Women’s Gymnastics
(3–4)

San Jose State women’s water polo team opened its season
on Jan. 16 with two double-digit
margin wins on the first day of
the LouStrong Memorial Tournament at the SJSU Aquatics
Center.
The Spartans, led by junior
Rae Lekness’ nine goals, defeated Sonoma State, 15–5, and Cal
State East Bay, 17–4, to open the
tournament.
Lekness scored five against
Sonoma State and four in the Cal
State East Bay matchup, and the
Spartans scored a total of 31 goals
in their first two games.
The following day, the Spartans continued their dominance.
Lekness, a Canadian native,
scored twice in a 15–3 victory
over Cal State Monterey Bay and
five times in a 13–9 win over Pacific.
SJSU concluded the LouStrong
Memorial Tournament by taking
one of two exhibition games with
two of the world’s top national
teams. San Jose State proved that
it’s a force to be reckoned as
they defeated Brazil, currently ranked No. 14 in the world,
10–8 and lost to People’s Republic of China 15–7, currently ranked No. 2 in the world.
“We learned a lot within ourselves from playing Sonoma State
all the way to China. Ourr
team became closer
together as far as
the weekend goes,””
SJSU
women’s
water polo head
coach Johnny
Bega said to
SJSU Athletics.

The SJSU women’s basketball
team went 3–5 with wins over Utah
State, Sacramento State and Air
Force over winter break.
On Jan. 14, senior guard Ta’Rea
Cunnigan scored 21 points to become the second Spartan women’s
basketball player to surpass 1,700
career points.
“I think the best thing to say
about Ta’Rea and this accomplishment was that after the game she
was more concerned that we lost,”
head coach Jamie Craighead said
to SJSU Athletics. “That shows what
type of person she is and that’s probably why she has been able to reach
a milestone like this. She just wants
to win. She’s the type of player every
coach wants to have on their team.”
After putting up eight points on
Jan. 17 at Colorado State, Cunnigan
made San Jose State’s women’s basketball history by becoming the new
career-scoring leader with 1,762
points in the program.
On Wednesday night, Cunnigan
added 25 points to become San Jose
State basketball’s career-scoring
leader in the Spartans 88-78 win
over Boise State.

In dual-meet play against UC
San Diego and Colorado Mesa
University on Jan. 4, SJSU freshman diver Cari Reiswig and three
SJSU swimmers won individual
events as San Jose State remains
undefeated in dual meets.
Along with Reiswig, junior
swimmer Riley Spitser, senior
swimmer Michaela McLean and
freshman swimmer Morgan McCormick each won two individual events.
The San Jose State women’s
swimming
imming and diving team finished
ed up the Bruin Diving Invitational
ional hosted by UCLA on Sundayy at Spieker Aquatics Center in
Loss Angeles.
Reiswig finished the weekend
d with a pair of eighth place
finishes.
ishes. The first day, Reiswig
scored
ored a total of 538.80 points
in the 3-meter springboard
ard competition.
The following
day,
day
y, the freshman finished
ish
ed with 523.75 points in
1-meter
thee 1-mete
er springboard.

The San Jose State’s men’s
basketball team dropped its last
seven games and holds a 2–15
overall record on the season. The
Spartans are 0–6 in conference
play.
For the Spartans, poor shooting percentages and lack of depth
have held them back throughout
the season.
The Spartans are only shootingg 31 p
percent from the floor,,
while their opponents combined
to shoot 51 percent through six
Mountain West Conference
games.
With a shallow bench creating
a challenge for head coach Dave
Wojcik, his starters have

The San Jose State women’s gymnastics team began the
2015 season on Jan. 4, with the
10th-highest vault score in school
history and one of the best team
scores in the past 10 years at the
NorCal Classic hosted by UC Davis.
“It’s a testament of where we
can go,” SJSU women’s gymnastics coach Wayne Wright said.
“We’re very capable of doing that
and it’s
i early so I believe we’re capable of doing it even more.”
SJSU finished third with a
SJ
score of 194.050, but Cal won the
event with a 195.175 on Jan. 4.
On Jan. 9 at the Event Center,
O
San Jose State women’s senior
gymnast Cami Guyer won the allgymn
around and finished third on the
arou
vault and floor to lead the Spartan
women’s gymnastics team in a
wom
loss aagainst Stanford.
Guyer scored a 39.050 in the
G
all-around for the win, tying her
all-ar
career-best with a 9.800 on vault
caree
to finish
n third and added a 9.825
on floor
o to place third. Guyer continued her stellar performance
tinue
with a 9.750 on bars and a 9.675
the beam.
on th
At a Jan. 16 meet with UC
A
Berkeley and Wisconsin-La
Berk
Crosse at the Event Center, SJSU
Cros
freshman Kaitlin Won took her
fresh
title of her Spartan
first all-around
a
career to help the SJSU women’s
caree
gymnastics team score a 194.750.
gymn
The Spartans fell short in the
meet, losing to the Golden Bears
meet
by a margin of .125 as Berkeley won
w the meet with a score of
194.875.
194.8
Information compiled by
In
SJSU Athletics
Samuel Brannan is the
Sa
Spartan Daily Sports Editor.
Spar

SJSU junior
Marissa Unpingco ties for
third place with
a score of 9.750
in the beam
event on Jan. 17
in the SJSU Event
Center against Cal
and Wisconsin-La
Crosse. ►
◄
Senior guardTa’Rea Cunnigan
becomes the
second Spartan women’s
basketball player
to surpass 1,700
career points on Jan.
7 against Air Force
in the SJSU Event
center.

Courtesy of SJSU Athletics
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been
forced to log
high minutes on
the floor.
The
Spartans’
starting five played
the entire first half
against Wyoming
and had three
players,
Rashad
Muhammad, Jaleel
Williams and Darryl Gaynor II, in for
the entire game on
on Jan. 3 at the Event
Center.

Samson So |
Spartan Daily
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Spartan Gymnastics places second
at home; UC Berkeley takes first
By Victor Guzman
@vicrguzman
San Jose State’s women’s gymnastics team went
down to the wire against UC
Berkeley and University of
Wisconsin-La Crosse but in
the end took second place by
a 0.125 margin.
The overall team score
ended in Berkeley’s favor,
which took a victory in
the meet with a score of
194.875, followed by SJSU
with 194.750 and UW-La
Crosse taking third with
188.850.
“I was very pleased
with how we did, especially after not doing what
we could do on bars,”
said Spartan head coach
Wayne
Wright.
“We
scored a little bit low, but
once the event is over, it’s
over and you have to focus
and get ready for the next
event.”
There were a number
of bright spots for the
Spartans, including junior
Amy Bellingham who received the highest individual score in the beam
event with a score of 9.8.
“Beam has always been
my strongest event, but I
think this is the first time
I’ve had a higher score in
a meet,” Bellingham said.
“Going forward, I hope to
build on this confidence
that I have now.”
SJSU placed highest in
the all-around category,
with junior Maddie Herr
placing second and freshman Kaitlin Won taking
first place at the meet.

gymnasts, who referred to
them as a good upper class.
“They’re really good for
advice,” said Bellingham.
“They’re awesome and
keep us focused and disciplined—pushing us when
we’re in the gym.”
Wright expressed confidence not only in his
seniors, but also with his
freshman squad and their
progress in learning more
about college gymnastics
at SJSU.
“The freshmen are getting stronger and better
every week,” Wright said.
“They’re going on the right
track. We’ve still got a lot
of meets left and hopefully
they’ll keep improving.”
Bellingham said something that helps her succeed in the beam event is
Samson So | Spartan Daily knowing her team is right
Senior Alyssa Montalban finishes her floor routine with style at last Friday’s
behind her.
gymnastics meet against UC Berkeley and University of Wisconsin-La Crosse.
“Just telling yourself that
you can do it—positive affir“We try to just stay fo- mations,” Bellingham said.
“It feels like there’s so earning a score of 146 and
cused on our team, we don’t “Knowing your team has
much adrenaline coming SJSU a score of 145.625.
Wright said he noticed look at the other teams your back is key and it really
through and it’s hard to
stay calm,” Won said. “I how close the meet was or the scores, we just stay helps calm me down.”
It was also announced on
went out there and did my after the third rotation within our zone,” said Won.
Leading the way for UC Tuesday that Won and Herr
best, doing what I know and that it was very hard
to keep his team focused, Berkeley was freshman were named Mountain Pahow to do.”
Won came back to the particularly when they Toni-Ann Williams, who cific Sports Federation GymSpartans after spending the are “neck and neck” with placed first in the bars, vault nast and Newcomer of the
and floor events with her Week, respectively, for their
beginning of 2014 sitting out the competition.
“But I remind them lowest score of the three performances at the meet.
due to an injury.
The Spartan women’s
“Coming back was re- that the rotation is done events being a 9.875.
The floor event is where gymnastics team’s next
ally hard to do,” Won said. and we have to focus
“Gymnastics is what I love on the next one and do Wright feels the Spartans are meet is Sunday at 2 p.m.
to do, so I worked at it and what we’re trained to do,” the strongest and it showed, against host UC Berkeley,
with seniors Cami Guyer Arizona State and Denver
it all paid off because here Wright said.
Won agreed with her and Alyssa Montalban tying at the Haas Pavilion in
I am today.”
As the universities coach, saying the team for second, each with a score Berkeley, California.
Victor Guzman is the
completed three event ro- needs to focus on its per- of 9.875.
Bellingham had nothing Spartan Daily multimedia
tations, SJSU and Berkeley formance, not on the
but praises for the senior editor.
kept apace, with Berkeley scoreboard.

SAN JOSE STATE UNIVERSITY

WOMEN’S
GYMASTICS
TEAM SCORES
1 California
2 San Jose State
3 Wisconsin-La Crosse

FLOOR
1. Toni-Ann Wiliams, Cal
Score: 9.925
2. Cami Guyer, SJSU
Alyssa Montalban, SJSU
Score: 9.875
SJSU Results: 5. Maddie Herr 9.825;
6. Kaitlin Won 9.800; 8. Kiley Field
9.750; 12. Mackenzie Douglas 9.675.

VAULT
1. Toni-Ann Wiliams, Cal
Score: 9.950
2. Emily Richardson, Cal
Rachel Heinl, SJSU
Score: 9.825
SJSU Results: 8. Maddie Herr 9.700;
9. Alyssa Montalban 9.675; 10. Kaitlin
Won 9.650; 10. Hannah Gilbert 9.650;
13. Cami Guyer 9.550.

BEAM
1. Amy Bellingham, SJSU
Score: 9.800
2. Desiree Palomares, Cal
Score: 9.775
3. Kaitlin Won, SJSU
Marissa Unpingco, SJSU
Dana Ho, Cal
Score 9.750
SJSU Results: 6. Maddie Herr 9.725;
Cami Guyer 9.725; Kiley Field 9.725.

ALL-AROUND
1. Toni-Ann Wiliams, Cal

38.950

2. Emily Richardson, Cal

38.925

3. Toni-Ann Williams, Cal

38.675

4. Charles Owens, Cal

38.400

5. Cami Guyer, SJSU

38.025

6.

36.150

Samantha Wiekamp, UWL
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