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Ex-lecturer 

disputes Ford 
By Joel Konopken 

"Despite what President 
Ford says, the United States 
has always used food as a 
political weapon and will 
continue to do so," said 
Andrew I Andy) Parnes, 
former SJSU economics 
lecturer. 

Parnes, who was "de-
hired" last spring and has 
since been hired by Stanford 
University, spoke yesterday 
in the Student Union as part 
of a lecture series presented 
by A.S. Experimental 
College. 

Speaking on "Food in the 
World Economy," Parries 
lectured to 50 people on the 
use of food as a political 
weapon and the problem of 
malnutrition. 

He cited several examples 
in an attempt to contradict a 
statement President Ford 
made recently at the United 
Nations in which he said the 
United States has never used 
food as a political weapon. 

Parnes pointed out that the 
U.S. government cut off 
grain exports to Chile while 
Salvaaor Allende, a Marxist, 
was in power. 

However, after Allende 
was overthrown in Sep-
tember, 1973, the U.S. in the 
first month sold Chile eight 
times as much grain on 
credit as it had during the 
entire Allende regime, said 
Parnes. 

Parnes also said the U.S. 
uses food as a weapon by 
making other countries 
dependent on it. 

He said, for example, that 
in 1954 the U.S. initiated a 
-Food for Peace" program 

[First ,Asiani 
gala event 
coming upI 
Karate demonstrations, a 

rummage sale, silk-
screening of Asian symbols 
and Asian food will be the 
highlights of Asian Studies' 
first "Asian Fall Festival." 

Scheduled for Tuesday 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., the 
festival will unfold around 
the barbecue area on 
Seventh Street. Teriyaki 
sticks and noodles will be 
featured for lunch. 

"One of the things we'd 
like to do is reach the Asian-
Americans on campus, not 
just in academics, but the 
social groups as well," said 
Ann Saito, a member of the 
planning committee for the 
event. 

Proceeds from the rum-
mage sale will supplement 
the $600 per semester 
received by the Asian 
Studies program. 

Because community 
relations are a major con-
cern of the Asian Studies 
Program, planners of the 
festival are hoping to attract 
everyone they can to the 
event. 

One booth at the festival 
will feature silk-screening of 
T-shirts. Asian symbols such 
as the dragon and tiger will 
be used to decorate shirts 
that festival visitors bring 
with them. 

Highlight of the affair will 
be noon entertainment 
consisting of an exhibition of 
karate by masters of the 
martial art. 
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for underdeveloped coun-
tries. 

As part of this program, he 
said, large amounts of wheat 
were sent to India to be 
placed on the commercial 
market. 

This, said Parnes, caused 
the price of wheat in India to 
drop, discouraging Indian 
farmers from producing 
more wheat. 

This in turn caused the 
U.S. to give India more 
wheat the following yerar, 
creating a cycle of in-
creasing dependence by 
India on American wheat, 
said Parnes. 

Discussing malnutrition, 
Parnes said the U.S. has 
been very wasteful in its use 
of food. 

He said the U.S. consumes 
1,600 pounds of grains per 
person per year as opposed 
to 400 in Third World nations. 

However, he said, only 150 
pounds of that 1,600 is con-
sumed directly by human 
beings with the remainder 
given to animals to produce 
food. 

Fames also attributed 
malnutrition in part to the 
use of land to produce non-
nutritious foods such as 
coffee and cocoa. 

Related to this, he said, -
was the practice of un-
derdeveloped countries 
selling protein to the U.S. for 
non-nutritious items. 

In turn, said Parties, this 
protein is used inefficiently 
in the US. by being fed to 
animals. 

He said, for example, that 
enough fish are caught off 
the coast of Peru to keep that 
country well-fed, but since 
(ouch of that is sold to the 
U.S. as feed for cattle, Peru 
remains undernourished. 

Pat Singer addresses students 

Deserter says 
he'll stay away 

Continued from page 1. 
He surfaced on the Notre 

Dame campus in early 
September, asked the 
convention to endorse the 
concept of sanctuary, and 
ended up being smuggled 
into Canada by sympathetic 
clergymen. 

The decision to leave the 
country was abruptly 
triggered by the presence of 
FBI agents at Notre Dame. 
The agents told newsmen 
they would not move in 
without a request for action 
from military authorities, 
but the threat of arrest was 
suddenly very real to Parry. 

"It hit me pretty hard at 
this time," Buff admitted, 
"that I'm going to go to jail 
for a very long time." 

By that time, he had been 
AWOL over 30 days, making 
him officially a deserter. 
With Canada the only 
alternative to prison, Parry 
chose Canada. 

He ended up in Regina two 
years ago as the result of an 

invitation to spend Christ-
mas with a friend's family. 
He plans to stay in the area 
at least until his citizenship 
request is approved which 
will probably be next 
January. He presently has 
landed immigrant status. 

"I find Canada to be a very 
interesting place," he said, 
reflecting on his stays in 
Toronto, Ottowa, Quebec, 
and Regina. Traveling 
through the country has 
helped him avoid "an exile 
mentality," he said. 

Canadians, he observed, 
are more open in dealing 
with his position as an exile 
than Americans, but there 
are still occasional awkward 
moments. 

"A lot of people," he noted, 
"can't help asking 'Would 
you defend Canada if she 
were invaded?" 

His usual reply, he said, is 
that the prospects of in-
vasion are not great, but he 
would not go to Vietnam for 
Canada either. 

Asian American director says 

Prison system blasted 
By Robin Budrost 

Speaking to a large crowd 
of SJSU students on the 
porch of the Student Union 
Wednesday, former 
prisoners "Popeye" Wilbert 
Jackson and Pat Singer 
sununed up their views of 
California's prison system in 
three words—"facist, racist 
and sexist." 

"Popeye" Jackson, 
chairman of United 
Prisoners Union, ( UPU) who 
said he received his 
nickname from a girl he 
"punched" at age 14, told the 
audience that the prison 
system extends "beyond the 
prison walls." 

"Every poor person, 
person of color and woman 
"is a member of the power-
convicted class," he 
charged. 

Sexism protested 
The "power-convicted 

class," he said, is "vic-
timized by the white-male, 
facist, sexist system of 
America." 

One female skeptic in the 
audience, however, 
challenged Jackson on his 
authority to speak on 
sexism. 

Bill allows 
jobless 
extra funds 

SACRAMENTO ( API—A 
bill providing an additional 
13 weeks of unemployment 
benefits to as many as 
140,000 Californians was 
signed into law yesterday by 
Gov. Ronald Reagan. 

The measure, which takes 
effect immediately, allows 
unemployed persons to 
continue to receive payment 
for 39 weeks, 

The standard limit for 
drawing unemployment 
benefits has been 26 weeks. 

Education key to change 
By Howard Joe 

"We want to educate our 
own people, as well as non-
Asian Americans, about 
ourselves," Greg Mark said 
recently. 

Mark was explaining the 
purpose of the SJSU Asian 
American Studies depart-
ment. of which he is director. 

He said social change is 
needed and can be attained 
only through education. 

"There have been on 
various levels of society—
from the institutional level, 
from the state level and from 
the very individual level—
certain amounts of racism 
and discrimination toward 
Asian-Americans," he said. 

About 170 students, ac-
cording to Mark, are 
enrolled in 11 AAS classes 
this semester. Classes in 
Chinese, Japanese, Filipino 
and Asian-American history 
are offered as well as an 
individual studies class. 

AAS recently organized a 
research center and library 
Id Asian-American material 
separate from SJSU's main 
library because the campus 
library has very little 
literature on Asian 
Americans, Mark said. 

Improve education 
"In order to improve the 

quality of instruction and 
also to serve as a general 
service for the Asian-
American community," 
Mark added, "we need to 
offer information, readings 
and resources concerning 
Asian Americans, not only in 
the United States, but more 
specifically in Santa Clara 
County." 

The university provides 
41,350 in funding to the five-
year-old department. All but 
$350 goes for wages paid to a 
full-time work-study student 
and part-time wages to 
students who work for the 
department. 

Mark said AAS needs 
much more funding than it is 
currently getting from the 
university. 

Courses limited 
"Our courses are very 

limited because we don't 
!lave enough money to salary 
instructors for new cour-
ses," he said. Of the six AAS 
instructors, only Mark is 
working full-time. 

He said he believed that if 
AAS could create enough 

interest in its programs, the 
university would recognize 
AAS as a "legitimate 
organization" and make 
more funds available. 

Until this happens. Mark 
said the number of classes 
offered will remain stable 
and student enrollment in 
AAS classes won't increase. 

"What we hope to do this 
year is to get our Intro 90 
( introduction ) course into a 
two-semester sequence 
equal to History 17A -B, 
which I feel will then double 
our enrollment," he said. 

By making AAS courses 
eligible for fulfillment of 
general requirements for 
graduation, Mark said he 
believed more students 
would become interested in 
AAS programs. 

Future not bright 
"I don't see a truly bright 

future in terms of support 
from the university," lie 
said. 

Mark said he believed 
increased interest in AAS 
programs was not for-
thcoming because of a 
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general apathy among 
students on campus. 

AAS is currently un-
dertaking efforts to 
penetrate the student apathy 
by sponsoring an Asian film 
festival which features the ' 
best films on social comment 
and displays of the martial 
arts from Taiwan and Japan. 
Proceeds will be used for 
AAS programs. 

"You're a man," she 
yelled. "How can you tell us 
about sexism and what to do 
about it?" 

Jackson, however, con-
tinued to speak, peppering 
the air with many four-
lettered adjectives. 

The nationwide UPU, he 
said, hopes to establish local 
chapters of the organization 
on Bay Area campuses, 
including SJSU, "solely on 
the basis of volunteer work 
and contributions to ensure 
autonomy from the corrupt, 
facist system." 

The prisoners' union, 
established in 1971, is not 
formally recognized by 
prison authorities and 
Jackson claimed any UPU 
literature found within 
prisons is categorized as 
"contraband." 

Singer, speaking in a slow, 
deliberate manner, said 
women prisoners are sub-
jected to more "subtle, 
psychological tortures" in 
the form of sexism." 

Televisions, radios and 
other so-called privileges in 
the California Institute for 
Women CIWi," she said, 
"are tokens used to divert 
inmates' attention from real 
issues." 

Country club image 
The real issues, she said, 

include inadequate health 
facilities with womens' 
prisons as well as the 
"sexist, facist and racist 
society" that is responsible 
for conditions leading to 
imprisonment of the 700 
women in CIW. 

Singer charged that CIW is 
presenting a "country club 
image to the public" at the 
expense of the prison in-
mates. 

The proposed "457,000 
swimming pool and 
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waterfall" lobe built at CIW, 
she said, is an example of 
inmates' money being used 
"against their wishes," to 
project the country club 
atmosphere. 

That $57,000, Singer told 
the audience, comes from 
"slave wages" inmates earn 
in prison and required to 
contribute to the Inmate 
Welfare Fund. 

Sexism within prisons, she 
said, exists in many forms 

and is "psychologically 
oppressive." 

Vocational training for)I: 
women prisoners, she 
claimed, consists of sewing,,a' 
uniforms, cooking for the',11 
prison, and performing other": 
-traditionally sexist chores"' : 
that don't prepare women!' 
for jobs once they are  
released. 

See related article page 4 
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