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Betty Cheney d W tit k in the Journalism Building 

Cancer making 
feared possible 

(Continued from page 71 

virus', animal's or plant's 
— DNA on to pieces of 
"free" genetic material — 
plasm ids — from bacteria. 

A plasmid is a dupli-
cating DNA phenomena 
that does not affect the 
genetic make-up of the bac-
teria, but simply exists in-
side the cell membrane. 

A virus DNA. for 
example, can be cut with 
enzymes, then patched 
together with these 
plasmids to produce a new 
DNA with the genetic 
characteristics of the 
virus. 

This "new" plasmid, if 
replaced into a bacterium 
will continue to reproduce 
itself independently as the 
microbe multiplies; thus, 
the bacteria will have cer-
tain characteristics pro-
grammed into the original 
plasmid from the virus. 

Also, the field has, over 
the last year or so, come 
under increasingly inten-
sive examination by local, 
state and federal 
authorities. 

One controversy, ac-
cording to genetics lecturer 
Ingraham, centers around 
a little virus, originally 
discovered in kidney cells 
of monkeys, during safety 
testing of vaccines. 

The interesting aspect 
of this virus is that when it 
is introduced to living cells 
"it causes those cells to be-
have in a cancerous 

fashion," Ingraham said. 
This virus, SV40, can be 

used in recombinant DNA 
research, because it is a 
"small, well characterized 
virus that is known to at-
tach to a particular human 
chromosome," Ingraham 
said. 

Also used in the same 
genetic experimentation is 
a harmless bacteria 
common to the human 
intestinal tract —Escheri-
fthia coil (E. con). 

This suggests that an E. 
coli strain, with cancer 
causing characteristics, 
and quite compatible with 
the environs of a human 
gut, could conceivably be 
developed, Ingraham said, 
when combined with a 
plasmid carrying SV40 
characteristics. 

A danger then arises 
that humans might acci-
dentally acquire colonies of 
hybrid germs, that would 
spread infections or cause 
malignant tumors, accord-
ing to Ingraham. 

"You want to under-
stand the virus," he said, 
"but you would be crazy to 
put a virus known to cause 
cancerous cells into the 
common E. coli," 
Ingraham said. 

"Just because you can 
do it, doesn't mean you 
should do it," Ingraham 
said. "Scientists are just 
like anyone else — there 
are responsible ones, and 
there are irresponsible 
ones." 

many Paths 

ONE GOD 
many colors 

ONE MANKIND 
many nations 

ONE WORLD 

BAHAti FAITI I 

Come. 
Investigate, 

Join 

STUDENT 
FORUM 

Every 
Wed., 7 p.m 

Montalvo 
Room, 

Student 
Union 

Campus clean-up lady stresses education, 

reflects on 12 years as SJSU's 'Dear Abby' 
By Pam Weening 

She looks almost like the 
character sketch of the 
clean-up lady at the begin-
ning of the Carol Burnett 
Show. 

With leather sandals 
slapping against the floors 
of the old and new science 
buildings and the journal-
ism halls, Betty Cheney's 
show starts every morning 
at 6:30. 

Swinging a tray full of 
cleansers, Cheney hums 
and walks towards her 
dressing rooms: the bath-
rooms. 

The petite, short-haired 
blonde is not a theater arts 
major or another Carol 
Burnett, but an SJSU 
employe of 12 years. 

A relief switchboard 
operator for the first four 
years, Cheney switched to 
custodial work for Build-

ings and Gi uunds when the 
Centrex operation system 
was installed by SJSU. • 

That was the only thing 
available, according to 
Cheney. "I didn't have any 
technician or secretarial 
experience, so I took the 
custodial work," she said 
"I'm very happy here." 
But that was nine years 
ago. 

Cheney doesn't always 
spend her time cleaning the 
halls or the johns. 

Student advisor 
When she can, she 

advises and consoles stu-
dents who are having 
trouble with school, family 
or personal relationships. 

"I try to advise them 
when I can," Cheney said. 

"Sometimes I am a 
shoulder for them to cry 
on." 

"Once a girl had been 
humiliated in front of the 
whole class by an in-
structor, another time a 
girl was having problems 
with her boyfriend," she 
said. 

"I try to tell them it's 
probably something they 
will face in the real world 
and I try to use myself as 
an example," she added, 
smiling. 

"They could end up like 
me," she says laughing. 
"Not that there is any 
shame in what I do, but 
they can get themselves 
into a better way of life 
with education." 

Education is important 

Real life not like TV cops and robbers 

to the Californian of 40 
years. 

"It doesn't mean 
however, that because you 
have a higher education, 
you're better than one who 
hasn't," Cheney said. "It 
just means you can go 
farther." 

An extrovert 
Cheney attributes her 

special rapport to being an 
extrovert and to her son 
and daughter who attend 
college. 

"I don't want to sound 
egotistical," Cheney said. 
"but when it comes to stu-
dents or my own kids, I like 
to brag." 

As for the students at 
SJSU, Cheney feels there is 
not enough being done for 
them. 

"I think there should be 
a study hall in every build-
ing," Cheney said. "They 
should be open early in the 
morning too." 

"Sometimes when I 
come in early in the morn-
ing, there are kids sitting 
on the floor trying to 
study," she continued, 
clicking her tongue in dis-
approval. 

Besides being a "Dear 
Abby", working woman, 
mother, wife of 27 years 
and a homemaker, Cheney 
is also actively involved as 
a junior officer of the "In-
dependent Order of Forest-
ers." 

Can collector 
The fraternal organiza-

tion engages in all sorts of 
activities to raise and 

Minor events highlight police ride 
By Penny M. Calder 
The young man ap-

peared calm as he effort-
lessly heaved the huge pool 
table from its upright posi-
tion to balancing on its 
side. 

"I want to die," he said. 
"I just want to die." 

His wife stood by help-
lessly in the dimly lit 
cluttered apartment with a 
two-year-old child asleep in 
her arms. 

She was silent as of-
ficers tried to reason with 
her despondent husband. 

It looked as though the 
night would be full of all the 
cops and robbers stuff that 
Quinn-Martin and Jack 
Webb produce. 

Public awareness 
That's not the way it 

happened, though. 

I started riding with 33-
year-old officer Mickey 
Metcalfe at 10:20 Sunday 
night on the San Jose 
Police ride-along program. 

This program is to help 
make the public more 
aware of how the depart-
ment functions and what 
the officer's job is. 

The despondent family 
man, finally calmed by the 
police, was only the first 
event of the diversified 
evening. 

I always thought that 
traffic tickets were some-
thing the police enjoyed 
giving. Something they had 
a daily quota of. 

There was only one 
speeding ticket given dur-
ing the eight-hour ride 
though. 

Metcalfe expressed 
little tolerance for drunk 
drivers, child molesters 
and wife beaters. The next 
encounter was with a drunk 
driver. 

An Illinois truck in front 
of us was weaving from the 
dividing markers on the 
left to the shoulder on the 
right. Metcalfe followed 
and pulled the driver over 
after he made a left hand 
turn from the right hand 
lane of a one-way street. 

The biggest problem 
was the turn was made in 
front of another car. 

Not drinking 
The man said he had not 

been drinking and that he 
wasn't drunk. Still, he 
wasn't able to count and 
walk seven paces on the 
lines in the sidewalk and he 

Patrolman Mickey Metcalfe is an officer citizens may accompany in the ride-along program. 

couldn't balance on one leg 
either. 

"Sometimes you arrest 
people you really wish you 
hadn't," Metcalfe said, 
"and this guy is one of 
them." 

The man was coopera-
tive and polite, but he still 
was apparently driving 
under the influence and a 
hazard to himself and 
everyone else on the road, 
according to Metcalfe. 

The man was booked 
into jail and we were on the 
road again. 

The next thing I knew 
we were on the way to a hit 
and run accident. 

Some car had plowed 
into a parked car in a resi-
dential district. The 
abandoned car had hit the 
parked car pushing it back 
and up on the curb and then 
the driver had run. 

The 27-year-old owner of 
the hit vehicle paced up 
and down the sidewalk and 
shook his head in disgust. 

After 45 minutes, the 
tow truck towed away the 
abandoned car, the report 
had been written and there 
was nothing else for us to 
do. 

What was to be the high-
light of the evening turned 
out to be 40 minutes of sit-
ting in a cold police car. 

Silent alarm 
A silent safe alarm had 

gone off in a bar on Fourth 
Street. Within minutes of 
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getting the call, six police 
units converged and were 
searching the area. 

An open window on one 
of the second story walls 
could have provided a 
means of entry, but no one 
could be certain. Now 
everyone had to wait for 20 
minutes for someone with 
keys to show up and open 
the doors. 

So everyone waited. 
Someone finally arrived 

with the keys. The doors 
were unlocked and three 
officers went in. 

Everyone waited once 
again. Five minutes. Ten 
minutes. 

Fifteen minutes later, 

everyone came out of the 
building. 

If there was someone in 
the building, he wasn't 
there now, they explained. 
No special reason for the 
alarm going off. It just 
went off. 

I hadn't seen any shoot 
'em up bang-bang police-
men, no tire-screeching 
high speed chases down the 
freeway, and no police 
beating the answers to un-
answered questions out of 
anyone. 

What I had seen was an 
officer concerned with the 
protection of his com-
munity and concerned 
enough to show a curious 
reporter and city resident 
what goes on at night when 
the city sleeps. 

McDonald's Shamrock 
Shakes bring out the 

Irish in you. 

Give in to the bit of Irish in you. 
Treat you/self to a taste of McDonald's 
wild and refreshing Shamrock Shake. 
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donate Christmas gifts and 
camp equipment for the 
residents of Agnew State 
Hospital. Cheney's current 
project is collecting 
aluminum cans for camp 
equipment. 

"I collect all the cans I 
can on my lunch hour," she 
stressed. 

When the Foresters 
aren't raising money, 
they're out camping all 
over Northern California, 
according to Cheney. 

Still very active at 611, 
Cheney plans to keep busy 
until the final curtain, rt 
tirement, is lowered at 
Plans are vague howe‘, 
since according to Cherie 
"who knows what one it I 

be like when one is 67," 
laughed. 

PEACE CORPS VISTA 
RECRUITERS ON 

CAMPUS MAR. 21-24 
Peace Corps Vista recruit 
ers will be on campus Mori 
Thurs of next week, and 

qualified Spartan Seniors 
and Grad students in a wide 
variety of disciplines are en-
couraged to sign up irn. 
mediately for in-depth in-
terviews. Arranging an in-
terview is easy. All you 
have to do is telephone 
277-2272 or drop by the 
Career Planning and Place 
went Center. The recruiters 
will interview from 9 a.m. 
to 12 noon and from 1 p.m. -
3 p.m. all 4 days. 

Snecihcallv Peace CCeIM e in 
wrested en Spartans ello ant have 
degrees in English. French Span 
ish secondary or Special Ed Math 
Chem Physics. Biology Phvs Ed 
Social Work Recreation Nursing 
linguISIICS. Industrial Arts, Home 
En Libra, Sci Engineering, Dieter 
ice and Business VISTA openings 
me lot those With a Elechelors 
lliban Et Regional Planning Me, 
ing Engineering Son Work Buy 
'less or Health Services 

For Peace Corps, you'll 
need your degree & be 

available by July, Aug., or 
Sept. VISTA requires an 
April availability. 

247 46.-9, 

Kodak COPIES 
PROFESSORS ATTENTION! 

OUTSTANDING QUALITY COPIES ON 
ANY PAPER FROM OUR NEW KODAK 

EKTAPRINT COPIER 

MO SIAM MALI TONES PASTE UPS WILL NOT LEAVE OUTLINES 1000, 
COTTON CONTENT PAPER THESIS QUALITY AT ITS FINEST SUPERIOR TO 

ALL OTHER COPIERS 
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Turn two 
years of 
general 

academic 
work into 

a job-
oriented 
program. 

Now Interviewing 

SOPHOMORES 
for Army officer job opportunities. Starting 
salary above $10,000. Call or come in for a 
personal, no obligation interview to see 
how Army ROTC will fit into your academic 
program. 

277-2985 
Major Walden 

Army ROTC 
Two-Year 
Program. 

Think green. 
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