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A portrait of author John Steinbock, by his friend 
Pepe Romero, hangs in the Steinbeck Room at the 
SJSU library. 

Steinbeck story 
on SJ lynching 

(Continued from Page 1) 
Holmes, however, fought to the very end. 
Twice, as he was hanging from the rope, the unbound 

Holmes grabbed the branch above his head and pulled 
himself up. 

Finally he was lowered, beaten unconscious and 
hanged again. 

Steinbeck made one radical change in the story. In 
The Vigilante" there's only one lynching victim and he's 

black. 
For this reason many people tend to believe the story 

is set in the South, according to Cox. 
"Steinbeck probably purposely did not set it in San 

Jose," Cox said. "He knew the people did not want the 
event publicized." 

But there is no doubt Steinbeck had San Jose in mind, 
Cox said. The main figure in the story walked back to his 
house in a neighborhood that would now be directly south 
of campus. 

Cox said Steinbeck's first wife, Carol Henning, lived 
in the campus neighborhood before their marriage and 
Steinbeck used his familiarity with the area in his story. 

"I've talked to people who knew the area," Cox said 
"The streetcar tracks Steinbeck mentioned were there: 
even the bar was there," she said. 

'Would you buy a $20 
book from this man?' 

WASHINGTON ( API — With posters and T-shirts as 
their weapons and "Don't Buy Books by Crooks" as their 
battle cry, Tom Flanigan and Bill  Boleyn are sticking a 

low-budget needle in both the hyping and the price of 
Richard Nixon's upcoming memoirs. 

"It just didn't stike us as right that the man who 
refused to give his tapes to the American people would 
turn around and sell a book for an outrageous price." 
Flanigan said Tuesday. 

"You shouldn't have to pay $20 to find out if he's 

giving us another bunch of lies four years later." 

Flanigan, 26, and Boleyn, 29, founded The Committee 
to Boycott Nixon's Memoirs with financial help from 17 
friends who mutually claim that a man shouldn't profit 
from his disgrace. 

"He's this country's all-time celebrity crook," said 
Boleyn, "and we want people to think about that before 
they go to the bookstore." 

With help from a small Washington ad agency, the 
committee hopes to make the non-purchase of Nixon's 
book, scheduled for release in mid-May at $19.95, a 
national fad. 

The group is taking out its own newspaper ads to 
coincide with serialized excerpts of the memoirs, starting 
in 60 newspapers Sunday, and is marketing T-shirts, 
posters and bumper stickers bearing their principal 
slogan or variations such as "The Book Stops Here," and 
"Erase the Memoirs." 

The committee operates out of a $100-per-month office 
in suburban Arlington, Va., on an initial stake of $39,500. 
Flanigan, part owner of a rug-cleaning firm in Virginia, 
put in $4,000 and Boleyn, part owner of a downtown 
Washington bar and restaurant, came up with $3,000. 

Walter Cahill, a stagehand at Ford's Theater and a 
veteran who lost an eye in Vietnam, also put in $3,000. The 
rest came from friends dating back to the pair's high 
school days, most of whom play for the same softball 
team. 

"We just want to break even," said Flaingan of the T-
shirt and poster sales. "If we make any profit, we'll  pump 
it back into the ad campaign." 

"We're just joining ranks in our own way with Mary 
McGrory, Carl Rowan, Joseph Kraft, Art Buchwald and 
the many others who have written against checkbook 
journalism," Boleyn said. 

LOWEST 
SYSTEM PRICES 

SHELLEY'S STEREO 
HOME INSTALLATION 

1115 CALIFORNIA DR., BURLINGAME 
344-1781 

ELECTRONIC CALCULATORS TAPE 

MON AND FRI TO 9 P.M. 

Nixon reportedly got a $2 million advance for the book 
from Warner Communications, which bought all rights. 

The newspaper and magazine excerpts starting Sunday 
are being handled by the New York Times syndicate, 
which says it will bring in nearly 6950,000. 

Warner Communications has mounted a massive 
direct-mail campaign for the book, including solicitations 
for special editions at up to $250. 

The mailings, newspaper ads and other promotions 
are certain to cost hundreds of thousands of dollars, and 

columnist McGrory, in a story Tuesday about the anti-
book group, said Warner's promotion budget is $1 million. 

City group hears 
commuter gripes 

Disgruntled SJSU commuters will have a chance to 
air their grievances today at the first public meeting of 
the city's University Zone Task Force. 

The meeting will be held at the Catholic Women's 
Center, 195 E. San Fernando St., across from the SJSU 
campus. 

Today's meeting will consist of public testimony on 
transportation in the downtown area. 

In particular, the group will be seeking input from 
students on the bus system and bicycle traffic to the 
campus. 

The task force, chaired by San Jose City Councilman 
Joe Colla, was established in February to make a six-
month investigation into the problems of the university 
area. 

SJSU is represented on the six-member group by 
SJSU Executive Vice President Gail Fullerton and A.S 
Councilman Joe Trippi. 

Both Fullerton and Trippi have voiced their desire to 
serve on subcommittees dealing with transportation in the 
campus area 
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select. contract and 
produce visiting theatre and 
omedy groups Recent artists 

"'dude the Festival of Fools. 
The High Wire Radio Choir. 
The San Francisco Mime 
Troupe. 3 hours credit offered. 

Apply in the Associated Students offikc. 
2nd floor. Student Union. For further 
information call 277-2807 or 277.320/. 

spartaguide 
Semana Chicano will 

have a meeting at 4:30 p.m. 
tomorrow in MacQuarrie 
Hall, room 426. 

• • • 

A debate between San 
Jose Mayor Janet Gray 
Hayes and City Coun-
cilman Al Garza will be 
held at noon today in 
Morris Dailey Auditorium. 
The Chicano Business 
Students Association is 
sponsoring the debate. 

• • • 

SJSU fraternities and 
sororities are sponsoring 
the movie, "Fraternity 
Row," at 5:30, 8:05 and 
10:40 p.m. tomorrow at 
Camero One. Admission is 
$2. 

• • • 

The Chicano Pre-Law 
Association will meet to 
discuss plans for Semana 
Chicana at 3 p.m. today in 
the Mexican-American 
Graduate Studies Building 
Conference Room. 

• • • 

Kappa Sigma 
faraternity will hold a disco 
dance party at 9 tonight 
at148 S. 11th St. 

• • • 

The Arnold Air Society 
and the Red Cross will hold 
a blood drive from9 a.m. to 
3 p.m. today and tomorrow 
in the S.U. Loma Prieta 
Room. 

• • • 

The Christian Science 
Organization will meet at 
3:30 p.m. today in the S.U. 
Guadalupe Room. 

• • • 

The Society of 
American Military  
Engineers will  meet at 2 
p.m. tomorrow in the third-
floor lounge, MacQuarrie 
Hall. 

• • • 

Ted Benson, 1970 SJSU 
photojournalism graduate 
and photographer with the 
Modesto Bee, will speak at 
the meeting of the National 
Press Photographers 
Association at 7 p.m. 
tomorrow in the Jour-
nalism Building, room 101. 

• • • 

Psi Chi is sponsoring a 
talk on "Sex differences 
and Personality" by Betsy 
Smith at 12:30 p.m. today 
in Dudley Moorhead Hall, 
Room 337. 

• • • 

Pi Sigma Alpha, the 
political science honor 
society, will meet at 2:30 
p.m. tomorrow at F. 
Bandersnatch x Co., 484 
San Carlos St. Election oe-
ssee hetd. 

• • • 
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(916)641-0406 

Leave your ) 

in San Francisco 

Donate your 
blood to us! 

When: Apr. 25, 26, 27 
Where: Loma Prieta Room 

Student Union 
on the 2nd floor 

Time: 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM 

PLACE AN "X" 
IN THIS BOX 

If you can do that, then you can 

VOTE 
in the A.S. Elections 

It only takes a few minutes 
to make your opinion count! 

Take a step toward responsible student involvement! 

Help put an end to student apathy! 

visit the Polls 
April 25th, 26th and 27th 

...and make your "X" count 
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