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Saturday concert at Spartan Stadium fizzles 
By Les Mahler 
Staff Writer 

It was a day for 
blankets, sun umbrellas, 
picnic baskets and suntan 
oil. 

An estimated 7,000 
people converged on 
Spartan Stadium Saturday 
afternoon for an all-day 
concert featuring War, Con 
Funk Shun, Tower of 
Power, Pablo Tellez and 
the Rojas band. 

At 1 p.m., as billed, the 
Rojas band stepped on 
stage and a passive noise 
came from the audience. 

Concert 
review 

The event was spon-
sored by the Committee for 
Juvenile Justice as a 
benefit for 13-year-old 
Rudy Ochoa, who died of 
pneumonia in Juvenile 
Hall. 

People gathered, 
dressed in two piece suits, 
zoot suits, pendeltons, tank 
tops, tube tops and 
swimming trunks. 

After about ten songs, 
the Rojas band was gone 
and stage hands were 
quickly setting up the 
Pablo Tellez band. 

Once again, music 
blared. 

The audience grew 
more receptive. Familiar 
words echoed off the 
stadium..." never...1 never 
met a girl like you in my 
life/No, never...I never 
met a girl like you in my 
life..." 

While music played on 
stage, people entering the 
stadium were being frisked 
for weapons and liquor and 
women's purses were 
searched. 

Pablo Tellez is a group 
of eight people joined 
together by a special in-
terest in and a love of 
music. 

The band is composed 
of a horn section, 
keyboard, lead guitar, 
drums and bass. 

Pablo Tellez, originally 
from Nicaragua, started 
playing guitar when he 
arrived in San Francisco in 
1967. 

It was the beginning of 
a career with bands such as 
Santana and Malo. 

In 1978 Tellez set out on 
his own and began looking 
for musicians to fit the 
mold he had created. 

Their music is a fusion 
of Latin, jazz and funk. "A 
flavor of combining all of 
those," Tellez said. 

And his motivation for 
the music and career he's 
chosen? "Money is not my 
main object. I know if I do 
what I want to do, I'll get 
my reward in the end. 

"My reward? To be 
happy inside. To know I've 
accomplished what my 
soul wants me to," Tellez 
said. 

Rehearsing and getting 

ready for an album, the 
first for the group, has 
taken a great deal of his 
time. "My main con-
centration is my music. I 
need to capture everything 
into my music." Tellez 
said. 

During the interview, 
the music of Tower of 
Power, muffled by the 
restroom doors, floated 
into the showers where 
Tellez stood, beer in hand. 

Tower of Power, a 
group from the Bay Area, 
achieved success with such 
hits as "Sparkling in the 
Sand," and "You're Still a 
Young Man." 

These were memories 
being played and the crowd 
appreciated that. But what 
memories the group once 
made and recorded had 
faded with age. 

This was a new Tower 
of Power and the group was 
enjoyed. The memories 
and the words mixed with 
the music, but afterwards, 
the_group faded into the 
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Paul Harrell of Con Funk Shun squeals out a 
tune on the sax. 
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sunset. It seems inevitable 
that Tower of Power, 
despite an upcoming 
record, will never be the 
same. 

Following Tower of 
Powr, was Con Funk Shun. 
Electricity finally started 
to fill the air. 

Get down music was 
back. It was pure elec-
tricity and Con Funk Shun 
became the generator. 

But somebody pulled 
the plug on the generator 
and all too soon Con Funk 
Shun walked off leaving 
stage hands to set up for 
War. 

Vibrating through the 
hallways and the alleyways 
of Spartan Stadium, War 
charged the atmosphere of 
the concert. Now it really 
became a celebration. 

By 930 p.m. only stage 
hands and a cleaning crew 
was left. 

The celebration had 
ended. The people came 
and left, taking memories 
and sunburns to remind 
them of what happened. 
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Tower of Power, a Bay Area group, performed an all -day benefit concert on 
Saturday before a crowd of 7,000 at Spartan Stadium. Proceeds went to the 
Committee for juvenile Justice. 

And by next weekend, even burns will start to peel 

the memories and sun- away.
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AND THE NEWS! 
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ON STAGE PRODUCTIONS 
presents 

"MISS 
ALL  AMERICAN GIRL 

PAGEANT" 
Sunday, Oct 18. 1981 

at the 
Los Gatos Lodge 
50 Saratoga Ave. 

Los Gatos 

ages 3-26 
winners will receive 

trophies, crowns, savings 
bonds, and other prizes 

deadline for entrants 
Oct 9 

for more information call 867-0773 or 867-7361 
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vgsg-HAW! 
Lone Star Beer is here, and that calls for celebrating. 

Pick up a case or two. Or three. 

BEER 
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Lone Star. That beer loves to party! 
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