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Sue Bowling — Daily staff photographer

The Sports City Cafe was the site of a grand opening party. The guests included such sports celebrities as Carl Lewis and Peggy Fleming.

49ers open ‘sporty’ cafe in Cupertino

By Mark Foyer
Daily staff writer

What once started as a dream
became a reality for six members
of the San Francisco 49ers last
Thursday night when their restau
rant, Sports City Cafe, opened
with a posh party

The idea to open up the res
taurant came from defensive back

Ronnie Lott
1 wanted to do this as a
team,”” Lott said. “*We've done
everything else as a team.”’
Lott told his teammates about
dream restaurant two years
Five teammates. defensive
backs Carlton Wilhamson and
Eric Wright, linebacker
Turner, wide reciever

his
ago

Keena
Dwight

Sue Bowling

Joe and Jennifer Montana were among the guests

Daily staff photographer

Clark, and running back Roger
Craig, liked Lott’s idea

From the time the six agreed
to invest in the restaurant, it was
anything but easy

It ook a lot of planning to
make this a special place.”
Wright said

Extensive planning focused
on what type of food to serve, the
atmosphere the owners wanted to
create and what kind of clientele
they wanted to attract

The food, prepared by chet
Larry Kant, is described as Amer
wcan hardwood grill with the menu
ranging from ribs to lamb chops
Kant has 12 years of culinary ex
perience

The atmosphere is cheertul
and friendly a place where just
about any person would feel wel
come

“*We wanted a place that has

a touch of elegance not

stuffy,”* Turner said

As for the clientele, the six
agree that they want to attract as
many different kinds of people as
they can

“This 1sn’t just a sports
bar,”" Craig said. **This is a place
where we want everyone to feel
welcome. ™

After all the planning and
building, the time came for the
unveiling of the Sports City Cafe
with a private party. While the in
vited guests milled around admir
ing the decor of the restaurant, the
six co-owners moved around with
smiles as wide as the Mississippi
River

1 ean’t believe this s really
happening,” Craig said. ““This
hasn’t sunk in yet. ™

One room, which received a
lot of attention from the guests,
displays artifacts of other sports
celebrities in glass cases. This in
cludes bascball bats donated by

Pete Rose and Mickey Mantle,
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar’s goggles.,
and running shoes from Carl
Lewis

“*Roger contacted me for the
shoes, " Lewis said. ' was more
than happy to take part in the
opening. ™’

Williamson said that it was
planned to locate Sports City Cafe
in Cupertino in conjunction with
the 49ers” planned move to its
new training facility in Santa
Clara

“*We wanted to be able to go
to some place in Santa Clara
County after practicing,”” Wil
hamson said. *“This is the place
that we will frequent after prac-
tice. ™’

But don’t get the idea that
Craig,  Williamson,  Wright,
Turner, Lott and Clark will be
there all the time

“We don’t want to lose track
of our other job."" Craig said
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