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Athletics: Academic Senate takes vote today 
From page 1 

competition in Division II;" 
therefore, football would be cut. 

According to the Senate Spe-
cial Committee on ICA report, 
the $1 million could be better 
spent elsewhere in the university. 

The report says the $1 million 
would provide up to 82 course 
sections and 2,300 course enroll-
ments; or could replace 25 library 

• staff positions, 7,000 new vol-
umes, 1.300 subscriptions and 16 
hours a week of service that have 
been lost. 

Stanford, who is in favor of the 
budget cut, said, "That million 
dollars would be better spent for 
the faculty and library services, 
or some other aspect of the uni-
versity. 

"The minority of the commit-
tee feels that Division I is of great 
importance — the majority feels 
that it is not of great importance 
or concern." 

According to the minority 
report, Hegstrom and Latimer 
suggest reducing the general fund 
support "to a level not to exceed 2 
percent of the total university 
budget by 1995-96." 

The current level is 2.1 percent, 
and the much smaller decrease 
would allow the athletic program 
to maintain its Division I status, 
according to the minority report. 

In their report, Hegstrom and 
I.atimer state that reducing the 
general fund support to I percent 
would "gut" the athletics pro-
gram. 

They add it would also harm a 
viable educational program since 
the "athlete graduation rates for 
the past three years exceed the 
university average." 

They also state that the student 
group most affected by a reduc-
tion to Division II status would 
be African-American males. 

That at Division II, football 
would be cut, a sport that has a 
high concentration of African-
American athletes. 

In the report, they state, 
"There are hardly any programs 
that SJSU could target for reduc-
tion that would negatively impact 
the Afro-American male student 
more directly or more selectively 
than athletics." 

Merdinger, who favors the 
budget cut, said there are too 
many students and professors 
kept out of the university because 
of money that goes to the athletic 

in a letter submitted to Chair Jim 
Smart of the Academic Senate — 
certain faculty members "don't 
fully understand the value of 
intercollegiate athletics to the uni-
versity and to the broader com-
munity." 

Holley also stated that the type 
of coaches recruited into the ath-
letics department are people ded-
icated to the academic perfor-
mance, as well as the athletic per-

bers. 
"The athletic program is just as 

important as the newspaper 
(Spartan Daily), radio station 
(KSJS), TV station (Update 
News) and other programs that 
enhance a student's marketability 
in the workplace," Walker said. 

Head Baseball Coach and 
Assistant Athletic Director Sam 
Piraro said that everyone is mere-
ly looking at options, and that 
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depart ment. 
"There are many students who 

can't enroll and professors who 
are being laid off," Merdinger 
said, "and we have $1 million 
going to about 365 athletes." 

According to biological sci-
ences professor Daniel Holley — 

Bonds is worth the 
S45 million pricetag 

1,3 for management. The Giants' 
attendance is up this season, anti 
don't tell me people are coming 
out to see Mike Benjamin. 

They want to see a man who 
can hit home runs that don't just 
clear the fence, but clear the 
bleachers. They want to see a 
man who can patrol the outfield 
with the same skill as Willie 
Mays (who just happens to be 
Barry's godfather). 

The Giants may not have 
After Years of signing enough talent to win the 

overpriced and underachieving National League West this year. 
free agents like Dave Righetti, but Bonds will make the season 
Bud Black, Willie McGee and interesting. He will win plenty 
Kevin Bass, the San Francisco of games with his bat and/or 
(iiants finally made a wise glove. He will continue to make 
investment this pa.st winter. the players around him better. 

The name is Bonds. Barry Matt Williams, who hits before 
Bonds. Bonds in the line up, is having a 

Yes, the new ownership group stellar season. 
shelled out big bucks for Bonds Pitchers like John Burkett and 
— around $7 million a year — Bill Swift are having an easier 
but the man is proving to be time winning games because the 
worth every cent of it. 1 know $ offense is scoring more runs for 
7 million is a lot of money; after them. 
all, Steve Austin was merely I know Bonds is not perfect. 
"The $ 6 Million Dollar Mae He has often been described as 
and he wa.s bionic. But at times, arrogant, but it's not easy to 
Bonds appears to be bionic as remain humble when you're the 
walk can hit for average. He best in the business (particularly 
can hit for power. lie can make when writers like myself 
the tough catch. He can run the continue to remind him of it). 
bases. Ile also receives special 

If he wanted to, he could treatment — like his own luxury 
probably pitch better than half hotel sweet on road trips — hut 
the Oakland A's starting his teammates seem to be able to 
rotation. deal with it. They understand 

Maybe there are wires that Bonds is no ordinary ball 
running through this guy. player. They also understand 

Without argument, Bonds is that he is the franchise player Oil 
the best baseball player in the this team (sorry, Will). 
world today. He was voted the To his credit, Bonds has never 
garne's Most Valuable Player in admitted to being the Giants' 
1991 and '92, and is on pace to most important member. Not to 
win the honor again this season. step on any toes, he ha.s publicly 

Say what you will about the stated that this is still Will 
Giants, but you can't find fault in Clark's team. 
tht•tn for signing such an But come spend a day at 
amazing athlete — even for that Candlestick Park, and you'll see 
kind of cash. They know that that Bonds is the Giants' main 
behind every great ball player is man. In fact, he is ba.seball's 
a great number of people main man. And to think, he', 
watching him play. The more practically playing in our 
fans watching, the more money backyard. 

Pete Borello 

From the Bleachers 

formance, of their students. 
"State money does not support 

athletics scholarships:' Holley 
wrote. "By NCAA regulation, 
scholarship support comes from 
private donations, event gate 
receipts and endowments. 

"University support funds ath-
letics personnel. Many of these 
individuals are educators; they 
are your colleagues." 

Women's Head Basketball 
Coach Karen Smith said a cut to 1 
percent would be devastating to 
the athletics program. 

"They are students first and 
athletes second:' Smith said. "To 
do this to them would be taking 
away their future and the oppor-
tunities of other athletes who 
want to play at the Division I 
level." 

Buzanski, a majority member 
of the Senate Special Committee 
on ICA, said, "Whatever decision 
is made, the intercollegiate athlet-
ic department will hustle its butt 
to get the money elsewhere to 
maintain their Division 1 status." 

Women's Swimming Coach 
RosAnn Benson and Women's 
Gymnastics Coach Jackie Walker 
spoke at the April 19 meeting, 
and both feel the importance of a 
Division I program is being over-
looked by some tommittee mem-

SJSU President J. Handel Evans 
has reassured the athletics depart-
ment that today's Academic Sen-
ate decision is just a recommen-
dation. 

"Handel Evans told us that he 
was going to do everything in his 
power to keep our program at 
Division I," Piraro said. 

According to the minority 
report, SJSU's athletic program 
currently receives similar general 
fund support ($2.4 million) as the 
other two CSU schools who are at 
Division 1 level — Fresno State 
($2.1 million) and San Diego 
State ($2.6 million). 

Both schools currently are 
members of the Western Athletic 
Conference (WAC), a conference 
to which SJSU aspires. 

The Senate Special Committee 
on ICA report shows the athletic 
department has withstood a $1 
million decrease over the past two 
years. 

But Hegstrom and Latimer's 
minority report states it is unrea-
sonable to assume the depart-
ment could survive another $1 
million decrease over the next 
three years. 

The Academic Senate will vote 
on its recommendation to Evans 
today after hearing more argu-
ments. 
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