























| am planning on buying a
car By the time you read this, |
will be tooling around in an
automobile of my choice; one
with four wheels, a seat and a
stereo — all a man really needs
Then again, | might be thumbing
it from Santa Cruz

| have never had great luck
with wheeled transportation. My
first tricycle only had two wheels
— one in front and one in back
| drove around in little circles for
hours at a time

The first bike | owned was
the “Christine” of bikes — it
tried to kill me by frequently
jumping into ditches while | just
held on to the handle bars for
dear life. | suspect it was orig
nally owned by Evel Knievel and
it was quite disappointed
because it wasn't jumping buses
in Madison Square Garden

| tried skateboards as a kid,
but back then, the boards were
different. They were made of
plastic and had little steel wheels
plucked off old roller skates. |
never quite got the hang of
skateboards because | never
knew which foot should be
glued to the board and which
should be trying to stop me. | am
sometimes ashamed that | never
mustered up enough manual
dexterity to stay on the board all
the way down the driveway

My first car was a 1959
Volkswagen Bug named
Murphy. My family named the
car Murphy because if some-
thing could go wrong with the
car, 1t would

My father bought Murphy
for $325 back in 1980; it was
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the cheapest thing he could find
in the paper. Murphy started out
painted 11 different colors and
looked like a rolling ad for
Bondo dent filler. There was a
hole in the floorboard to let the
rainwater drain out after pouring
in the cracks in the windows
Murphy had wooden two-by-
four bumpers and no reverse. He
was truly a marvel of the high-
way — it was a marvel he was
ever on the highway

| had a buddy who used to
ride in the car with me who sang
Sammy Hagar's “I Can’t Drive
55" every time he got in the car
| never made it to 55 mph in the
car

When | was 18 | drove
Murphy off a cliff. Because
Murphy had a little six-volt
engine, it really taxed his system
to have both headlights on at
the same time. | kind of missed a
turn in the road and went into a
swan dive over an embankment
The next morning we had a tow
truck lift the car out of the
ravine. The driver set the car on
the road and | drove it away
They don’t make cars like that
anymore. Maybe they shouldn't

The next vehicle | bought
was a 1958 Chevy Apache truck
Less than a week after | bought
it, the engine blew up and the
transmission fell out of the bot-
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tom. It looked real nice parked
on the side of the road, though
| used to just sit in the cab and
make “vroom, vroom” noises
when none of my neighbors
were around

I sold the truck for a com-
puter and a motorcycle, neither
of which | knew how to operate
The computer didn‘t turn out to
be that much of a problem, but |
had butterflies in my stomach
every time | thought about get-
ting on the motorcycle. It was
like some little mongrel dog,
foaming at the mouth, sitting in
the carport waiting for me to go
near it. | rode my bicycle for
three weeks after | bought the
thing because | was afraid it
would try to kill me

I finally got up the nerve to
tame the beast and | have ridden
it for close to five years. | have
driven it through pounding rain
and blustery winds that sent
Winnebagos rolling. I've taken
this little street bike off-road,
down sidewalks and through
malls. | never really got over my
fear of driving it on streets, how-
ever. | just drive it on sidewalks
all the time; it's much safer than
the road

So now I'm going to be king
of the road. | will take to the
freeways and let the air flow
over my elbows as | stick them
out the window, rain or shine.
I'm going to cruise down high-
ways and byways until I'm out of
air in my tires and there’s no gas
left

That is, if | can get over the
fear of driving a car again

We buy, sell, and trade new and used
Records, Tapes, CD'S, and Video Discs.
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menu |
One coupon per table '
per visit. No limit to I
number of people.

Downlown San Jose

Between 13t and 2nd Sireet
Hrs: 11:30 - 10PM » 288-5332
2 Hours Free Parking

17 E. Santa Clara Street :
!

This semester
STUDY, want to be go::uYou'l

- 31']1°) Ml be organized, You
won't skip dasses and
STUDY,

you'll make the
STUDY, Dean’s List. Yeah, right.
STUDY,

Eventudlly, You'll say
“Screw it let's
party.” and

50 CENT BEER

Sundays through Thursdays 8 till 10

DOLLAR DRINKS & DRAFTS
Fridays and Saturdays 8 till 10

LIVE 80’S & 90'S IOCI( IVIlY NIGHT
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With The Gents, Gemng Even Ring
Downtoon San Jose
52 E. Santa Clara at Second St. 292- 7464
21 and over
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