














8 SPORTS 
Van Horn 
shows white 
men can jump 
lined to think white 

folks should have their 
own professional bas-

ketball league. Call it the 
new (;BA — the 
Caucasian Basketball 
Association. 

Every game would be 
played outdoors on a hall 
court surface with an 
incline under the basket 
that would let the white 
finks relive the days of shooting 
hoops in their suburban driveways 
The rims would be low enough to 
allow them to dunk at will, and the 
game would end when the street-
lights came on. 

Now, there's A man in t trIlege 
basketball named Keith Van 
The 6-kxn- 10 three-time Western 
Athletic Conference player of the 
year for the Utah Utes shatters the 
"clumsy-white-boy" stereotype much 
like future NBA ILA of lamer Larry 
Bird did in the late 70s. 

Don't misunderstand Inc. I don't 
think whites are athletically inferior 
because they Are 

HALF-COURT 
TRAP 

Its Mtki• Traplutgen 

not born with A 

dark enough skin 
tone. Many of 
them just do not 
grow up in a 
competitive envi-
ronment that 
would further 
their athletic abil-
ities in the world 

ers after working hard on 
ilie playground through 
weeks, months and years 
if daily competition. 

This is why someone 
like Van Horn, who 
tomes from a white sub-
urban city like Diamond 
Bar, Calif., is so impre-
SIVC. 

"Keith is a self-made 
player that's worked 
hard to get to where he 

is now," said Utah coach Rick 
Majerin at Wednesday's press con-
ference at the San Jose Arena. "I tell 
the young kids who come in here to 
understand that Keith really tinder-. 
stands the game and works hard to 
understand it even more, lie always 
Sits Al the front of the room for 
films, he's the first one out to prac-
tice ... and his coachability quotient 
is just off the (chart). 

"Keith has stuck with basketball 
because of the game itself. He's not 
in it for the parties or the press clip-
pings -- that's not why Keith plays. 

lie plays because 
lie lust likes to 

TODAY'S GAMES 
:It, Stanford v #2 Utah 

1 40 p.m.. San Jose Areiirt 
tt 1 Kentucky v #4 St. Joseph s 

minutes after first game 
TV  CBS Tickets' Sold Out 

of basketball. 
Drive around any predominately 

white suburban neighborhood and 
count the number of basketball 
hoops you See hanging in driveways. 
Many of tIwto are lefi vacant to rust, 
while others Are used primarily by 
one person who is only improving 
their shooting ability, not their over-
all game. It's difficult to improve 
your basketball skills when there 
aren't others Annind to push you or 
to help you become A team player. 

In these same suburban neighbor-
hoods, basketball hoops On SC I1001 
playgrounds hardly ever see any 
competition bet ailW there's no moti-
V•111011 lot youngsters to go play on 
the school yard when there's A hoop 
they can use in their own driveway. 

Suburbia breeds individualism 
And A non 0111pelitiVe at mospherc, 
while inner city neigblionhoods are 
the complete opposite. 

It is impossible for someone to 
find a basketball hoop to use by 
themselves anywhere in an urban 
neighborhood. If you want to play 
basketball in the innrr niry, you bet-
ter be prepared to get tni court ,ind 
try tun to get too embarrassed by 
s lllll cone who is bin II younger and 
bet let r kin you are. 

Many kids in the inner city 
rn ofTle very talented basketball play 

play ball." 
Majents added 

that he has had to 
"inject toughness 
into his players" 
because he admits 
that they don't 
come from the 
same environ-
ments as kids 

from the inner ci y. Van Horn said 
playing under Majerus has improved 
Iris game immensely. 

"When I was a young kid in high 
school, I was a wiry athletic guy, but 
I didn't really understand the game," 
Van I horn said. "Coach Majents 
emphasized knowing fundamentals 
ill prilllIce. Ile gave nle A101 of 
understanding and knowledge of the 
game. In terms of basketball, Uni 
going to leave (Utah) knowing A 

great deal more about the game than 
when I CAtne here." 

Van !lour and the Utes will face 
Stanford today in the West Regional 
Semifinals of the bit :AA 
Tournament at San Jose Arena. Ile 
will show a national television Audi 
ence why he has been slotted AS a 
up three pick in this year's NBA 
draft. 

As lie drives to the basket for A 

thunderous dunk or strays away 
from the basket and nails long-range 
shots with ease, don't give him credit 
ffir being an exceptional white bas-
ketball player (nye him credit for 
working his way through a non-
competitive individualistic environ-
ment to become one of the nati llll 's 
best. 

Mike Traphagen is a senior staff 
writer 
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SJSU tennis player Heather Klein partakes in groundstroke drills in preparation for today's match at St Mary's at 2:30 p.m. 

Strokes 
of genius 

Photos by Dave Luchansky 

Gene Menges, right, self-proclaimed No. 1 SJSU women's tennis fan, 
consumes a Slurpee as hleather Klein takes a breather during the heat-
intensive Wednesday practice. 'This is perfect playing weather, not too 
hot or cold or windy," Klein said. 

Clash heads into season 
Offilise retooled 
to produce goals, 
exciting soccer 
By Larry Hernandez 
Spartan Maly Staff Writer 

The San Jose Clash will kick off its 
second Major League Soccer season 
Saturday At 5 p.m when it host the 
MetroStars Al SpArlAll StAdillt11. 

In a historic first season, San Jose 
hosted the first ever MI -S game and 
broke the city's attendant e record for 
a sporting event when I • soccer 
lAnS Watt hell thr Clash win its first. 
ever playoff game against eventual 
Western Conference chanipion I.os 
Angeles. 

Returning nrulfielder leff Bak her 
said he enjoyed playing for the San 
Jose c !A/W& 1.01 SCAS011, especially 
SIIICe he is from the Bay Area. BAK her 
played prep soccer at Homestead 
High School in Sunnyvale and colic-
giately at SAlltA Clara University. 

"Anytime you play pro sports, it's 
like a dream to play in front of your 
hometown," Bait her said. 

Hatcher said the Clash will try to 
excite the fans with its new style of 
play, featuring a 3-5-2 formation. In 
the new system, the Clash will have 
an extra midfield player that will 

Allow them to attack the net more. 
"This new system will give us an 

extra attacker and hopefully we'll 
score more goals," Baicher said. 

Coach Laurie Calloway developed 
the new style of play to take advan-
tage of the Clash's abundance of 
attackers. It will also leave the Clash 
playing with one less defender. 

"Some teams may look At this 
(new system) and think we are weak 
defensively, but they're going to have 
to outwore us to win," Baicher said. 

The new system is not the only 
change for the Clash this year. The 
team made an important off-season 
trade that sent tnrward Paul Bravo to 
the Colorado Rapids in exchange for 
midfielder I hms in ic K innear. Ban her 
feels the trade will improve the !CAM. 

"It's A tough question bet dine 
good friends with Paul," Baicher said. 

A defensive midfielder is one 
thing we lacked last year. We needed 
A general On the field WII0 lOilld Slow 
down play when we needed to. 
Dominic will be a big help." 

The Clash will need all the help 
they can get Al the start of the season. 
Eric Wynalda, one of the :lash's best 
players, will be with the Linked States 
National Team for the first few 
games 

"Whenever you lose A player like 
Eric, you're going to miss him," 
Baicher said. 

"Other players will have to pick up 
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the slack." 
According io hatcher, the Clash 

have the personnel to do just that. 
Along with having played in the MLS 
playoffs last year, the Clash have a lot 
of experience playing in big games. 

"If you look at who's on the field, 
we have a lot of experienced players." 
hatcher said. "We have a lot of play 
en who have played in games like the 
World Cup." 

The Clash will also have an advan 
rage over last year in that they are her 
ter acquainted with one another 
During the off season, the Clash took 

I.3 -day tour of China that, in part. 
WAS to help the team bond. hatcher 
feels that because this is its second 
year together, the team will gel earlier 
in the season. 

"Whenever you have a new tearn 
they're not always going to be in 
sync," !inciter said. "Last year we 
were basic-ally thrown together and 
we had a game three weeks later." 

The Clash is hoping that its veter 
an leadership and new attacking sys 
rem will provide an exciting blend of 
soc-ter fin the fans this year 

"We have A lot /)1 leadership On 
this team. We mu have toi be able to 
play together," Hatcher said. "The 
fans are going to Ise excited about this 
new system because we're goring to 
score a lot of goals." 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

TODAY 
• NCAA West Regionals 

Stanford v. Utah 
4:40 p.m., San Jose Arena 
Kentucky v St Joseph's 
25 minutes after first game 

• Men's tennis v. Foothill College 
1:30 p.m., Spartan Courts 

• Women's tennis at Saint Mary's 
2:30 p.m., Moraga 

• Softball 
at Sacramento State 
Tournament 

FRIDAY 
• Softball 

at Sacramento State 
• Baseball at San Diego State 
• Women's water polo 

at Pomona-Muer Tourney 

SATURDAY 
• Softball 

at Sacramento State 
• Baseball at San Diego State 
• Women's water polo 

at Pomona-Pitzer Tourney 
• NCAA West Regional Final 

WANTED 
ASTHMA AND ALLERGY 

SUFFERERS 
If you are healthy, 

non-smoking and between the 

ages 4-65, you may qualify to 
participate in a research study 

using an investigational 
a.sthma or allergy medication. 

You will receive financial 
compensation for your time 

and effort. Qualified 
participants can earn up to 

$800. 
Allergy & Asthma 

Associates of Santa Clara 
Valley, Inc. Research 

Center 
4155 klesepoli Miran I. 15,1 

1 800 74 ASTHMA 
&1S(' I lillel xj II. 1997 5 Hie  (408) 225-2440 


