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Space station construction underway 
SPACE CENTER, Houston 

(AP) — Endeavour's astronauts 
connected the first two building 
blocks of the international space 
station on Sunday, creating a 
seven-story tower in the shuttle 
cargo bay. 

It was the first time that the 
Russian-built Zarya control 
module and the made-in -
America Unity chamber had 
ever touched. It looked to be a 
perfect and, hopefully, long-last-
ing fit. 

"We have capture of Zarya," 
commander Robert Cabana 
announced the moment the two 
pieces came together. 

"Congratulations to the crew 
of the good ship Endeavour," 
replied Mission Control. "That's 
terrific." 

The 240-mile-high construc-
tion job began two hours earlier 
with Nancy Currie's capture of 
Zarya (Russian for Sunrise) 
using the shuttle robot arm. 
"We're halfway home," Cabana 
said. 

The two station pieces are so 
big — 77 feet from the tip of one 
to the tip of the other with a 
combined mass of 70,000 pounds 

— that Currie and her crew-
mates had to rely on a computer-
ized vision system and camera 
views, rather than direct line of 
sight. This was the first time 
such a "blind" docking had ever 
been attempted. 

Currie positioned the solar-
winged Zarya, still on the end of 
the shuttle robot arm, several 
inches directly above Unity. It 
was slow going; she wanted and 
needed perfrct alignment. 

Once she was sure she had it, 
Cabana fired Endeavour's 
thrusters, and the brief burst 
raised the shuttle and thereby 
Unity enough for the docking 
mechanisms on the two station 
components to snap together. 

The union — intended to last 
the station's 15-year or more life-
time — set the stage for a space-
walk by two astronauts on 
Monday to attach electrical con-
nectors and cables between the 
two components. 

Mission Control thought 
Sunday's work might take hours 
longer than planned and gave 
the six astronauts plenty of time 
for the tasks. But everything 
occurred more or less when and 

how it was supposed to, aside 
from a piece of space junk that 
strayed too close. 

Before beginning their final 
approach to Zarya, the six astro-
nauts had to steer clear of a 
chunk of a rocket launched last 
month from California. 

Mission Control ordered the 
pilots to fire the shuttle 
thrusters to put an extra three 
miles between Endeavour and 
the space junk, putting 
Endeavour a total of five miles 
from the orbiting debris. 

In all, three spacewalks are 
planned for Endeavour's 12-day 
flight, not only to hook up elec-
trical connections between the 
two modules but to install 
handrails and other tools for 
future crews. 

NASA estimates 43 more 
launches and 159 more space-
walks will be needed after this 
mission to assemble the entire 
orbiting complex. 

Once completed, the 16-
nation space station will have a 
mass of 1 million pounds, be 
longer than a football field, and 
house up to seven astronauts 
and cosmonauts. 

San Jose Shark hunting 

Clayton Stelzer/ Spartan Daily 

Los Altos Police Officer Brent Butler checks a turned in semiautomatic rifle during Saturday's 
"Gifts for Guns" exchange at the San Jose Arena. Participants received gift packages that includ-
ed Sharks tickets for turning in unloaded firearms. Law enforcement authorities collected 120 
firearms, according to San Jose Police Officer Ken Williams. 

U.S. Mint to unveil Sacajawea dollar coin on Internet starting today 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

Sacajawea, the Shoshone teen-
ager who accompanied explorers 
Meriwether Lewis and William 
Clark to the Pacific Ocean 
almost two centuries ago, gazes 
serenely from a proposed design 
for the new dollar coin. 

She looks over her shoulder, 
as if ready to go. Her infant son 
sleeps on her back. 

It's among six finalists for the 
gold-colored coin that Americans 
will find in their pockets starting 
in 2000. 

No one knows exactly what 
16-year-old Sacajawea, who 
joined the Lewis and Clark expe-
dition in 1804, looked like. But 
all the proposals, according to 
U.S. Mint Director Philip Diehl, 

"are realistic depictions of 
Native American women." 

"They are attractive, but they 
are not romanticized," he said. 

Starting Monday, Americans 
can see the designs on the Mint's 
Internet site and select their 
preferences. 

Also on display are seven pro-
posals depicting the American 
eagle for the reverse side. 

Mint officials culled the 13 
designs, front and back, from 121 
submissions after exhibiting 
them last month to more than 
300 invited historians, public 
officials, artists, coin collectors 
and representatives of Indian 
organizations. 

It's accepting public comment 
on the finalists with the aim of 

presenting three for the front 
and three for the back to the U.S. 
Fine Arts Commission, which 
meets Dec. 17. 

Diehl said the Mint is aiming 
for selection of the winning 
designs by Treasury Secretary 
Robert Rubin next month and 
will produce coins by January 
2000, when stocks of Susan B. 
Anthony dollars are projected to 
run out. Unlike the Susan B. 
Anthony dollar, the Sacajawea 
dollar will be gold-colored and 
have an edge that can be readily 
distinguished from the quarter's. 

Indian officials and historians 
who've studied Sacajawea 
expressed satisfaction that all of 
the designs still under consider-
ation depict women whose fea-

tures clearly are those of an 
American Indian. 

The Indian-head penny mint-
ed until 1909 depicted a 
European-looking woman wear-
ing a feather headdress. 

Ken Thomasma of Jackson, 
Wyo., author of "The Truth 
About Sacajawea: based on the 
journals of Lewis and Clark, said 
he hopes Rubin selects a model 
depicting little Baptiste as well 
as his mother. 

"Every woman I've told about 
how she put her 2-month-old son 
on her back and went with 31 
men across the wilderness were 
just astounded she could do that. 
... Four times she and her baby 
nearly lost their lives." 

"If a teen-age girl today did 

what this girl did, she'd receive 
our highest civilian honor," he 
said. 

History professor Gary 
Moulton of the University of 
Nebraska said he wants officials 
to avoid showing Sacajawea 
pointing in a manner reminis-
cent of a guide, as two of the six 
remaining designs do. 

"She had a very important 
role, but being a guide was not 
one of them," he said. "Lewis and 
Clark thought of her as an inter-
preter. She was a go-between ..., 
and through her they were able 
to purchase horses, which they 
desperately needed." 

W. Ron Allen, president of the 
National Congress of American 
Indians, said showing Sacajawea 

with her baby would be "very 
consistent with the maternal 
qualities and compassion of 
American Indian women." But 
he said his colleagues lean 
slightly toward a bust of 
Sacajawea looking west, her chin 
slightly upraised. 

"It reflects the pride and the 
courage and the dignity of the 
American Indian woman," he 
said. 

An advisory panel that select-
ed the subject for the coin recom-
mended an allegorieal depiction 
of Liberty with features 
"inspired by Sacajawea." 

But, Diehl said, none of the 
designs incorporating the 
Liberty theme were judged 
attractive enough. 

LOOKING TO 

MAKE SOME 

QUICK CASH 

FOR THE 

HOLIDAYS? 

You could: 

A. Clean shower 

curtains in the 

residence halls. 

B. Sell your 

textbooks to 

Spartan Bookstore. 

Choose NB." It's a lot easier, 

and it won't have nasty things 

under your fingernails. 

SpartanBookstore 

BOOK BUYBACK 
GET THE BEST PRICE FOR YOUR BOOKS 

AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS 

IISPARTAN BOOKSTORE 
AU normal bookstore hours 
Monday, Dec. 7 - 19 

FOUR REMOTE LOCATIONS 
Friday, Dec. 11 and Monday - Thursday, Dec. 14- 17 

EIDUNCAN HALL 

=PEDESTRIAN MALL AT 
.1.MAcQUARRIE HALL 

4 DINING COMMONS 

1110TH STREET GARAGE 

• 

8:30A/A - 4:30PM 

8:00MA - 5:00PM 

1 1:00MA - 1:00PM 

5:00PM - 6:30PM 

tore 
Sam loaf State Ualveralty 

7:30MA - 6:00PM 

San lose Slate University 


