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Personal: Rush story 
Continued from page 1 

most interesting events listed and 
the most events overall. 

I was also cunous about what 
appeared to be a typo on Delta 
Gamma's flier — the house was 
called a fraternity. 

Since one of Delta Gamma's 
founding members was male, the 
chapter is a fraternity — not a 
sorority — that only accepts 
women. 

The first event I was going to 
attend, karoake, was unfortunate-
ly canceled due to technical diffi-
culties so I headed off to learn how 
to decorate a scrapbook and photo 
album. 

I wasn't sure what to expect 
when I first got to the Delta 
Gamma house on the corner of 8th 
and Reed streets. Dressed in a 
North Face jacket, jeans and Teva 
sandals, I was afraid I might be 
slightly underdressed. I was 
pleasantly surprised when a 
friendly woman, also wearing 
jeans, answered the door. 

From the foyer, I was taken on 
a house tour. 

Our first stop was the "date 
room," one of the rooms men are 
allowed in. Apparently, the room's 
name dates back to the days when 
the house mother had to meet 
members of the opposite sex. 

Things have changed. 
There are no curfews for the 

house members, and the house 
mother has become the house 
director. 

The living room was gorgeous, 
featuring a copper-topped fire-
place and comfortable looking 
couches. Portraits of the current 
members' photographs — each 
one mounted on wood and placed 
in single frame — hung on one 
wall. Portraits from years past 
hung in the downstairs hallway. I 
especially loved the ones from the 
'80s — remember hairsprayed 
wings and lacquered bangs? 

We moved on to the downstairs 
rooms, all designed for a single 
resident. Most of them were taken 
by Delta Gamma officers. 
Upstairs, the rooms held between 
two to four women. Most were 
nicely furnished with beds that 
made my futon look extremely 
spartan. 

After the house tour, I settled 
down in the wood-floored dining 
room with Delta Gamma sisters 
and other rushees to start work on 
my scrapbook. Since I lack basic 
creative skills, such as the ability 
to use glue without getting it all 
over me, I was concerned my page 
would suck. 

Fortunately, everyone was real-
ly helpful. Every time I looked up, 
a Delta Gamma sister was asking 
if I needed a glass of water or a 
snack. Each woman made a point 
to introduce herself and make me 
feel comfortable even though they 
knew I wasn't planning to join. 

One Delta Gamma's sister, who 
had been creating scrapbooks for 
more than eight years, brought an 
overflowing box of stickers, paper 
punches, cutouts and pattern scis-
sors. After a while, I really got into 
designing the scrapbook page, 
which I still have in my drawer at 
the Spartan Daily. 

My page, for the scrapbook I 
don't have, has a ladybug on a 
field of flowers and falling leaves 
surrounding a red gingham rec-
taligle. Pictures were supposed to 
be framed by the flowers and 
gingham, but I didn't bring those 
either. 

I actually learned quite a bit 
about how to preserve pictures 
and momentos. I found out that 
acid-free paper is the only kind to 
use, and rubber cement is a no-no 
(it dries up). 

Since my schedule is so hectic, 
with work and school, the last 
event I attended at Delta Gamma 
was the mocktail reception. No 
alcohol is allowed during rush 
events, or in the house. 

This time, when I walked in, 
people remembered me. 

"Hey, it's Spartan Daily," one 
girl said. "How are you doing?" 

Another house member, who 
was not home during the last 
event, promptly introduced her-
self and offered me something to 
drink. 

In less than a minute I was sit-
ting at a table full of Delta 
Gammas who readily included me 
in their conversation. 

I noticed one member eating 
something that had an odd bright 
blue color, kind of like the lively 
pudding in the '80s flick "Better 
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Delta Gamma sorority members-1pm Verner, a sophomore major-
ing in advertising, and Manssa Ruvalcaba. a junior majoring in man-
agement of information systems, share a laugh Saturday. 

off Dead." As soon as I asked 
about it. I had my own piece in 
front of me. It turned out to be 
cake. 

The house cook had made the 
cake for a competition. To keep 
spirits up during rush week, Delta 
Gamma has internal events, such 
as dividing members into teams 
,and decorating the house. One 
team's color was blue. 

AR soon as everyone showed up, 
we started in on the mocktails. A 
table with strawberries, bananas. 
several kinds shertwt and juices. 
ice and whipped cream were pro-
vided. 

Then, the challenge was issued 
— people were divided int() teams, 
that included members and 
rushees, given blenders and told 
to make the best mocktail possi-
ble. 

Amid shouts for "more ice, 
more ice," and "Is anyone making 
a green one," I managed to sample 
several of the results, and meet a 
few more Delta Gamma members. 

I had a great time. Everything 
I had done at the house was }lin, 
and I met more people in two 
nights than I did my fir,t t,l-m at 
SJSU. 

Sorority: developing relationships 
Continued from page 1 

"I was going to rush in the fall, 
but couldn't," Penstein said. "Tve 
met the girls (from Delta Zeta) 
before and I liked them." 

Sorority rush is a great way for 
people to try something new, 
according to Penstein. who said 
she rushed to develop new friends. 

"Out of high school, people 
splitup and lose touch," Penstein 
said. "Everybody here is on the 
same track and we have similar 
interests." 

Since spring rush varies from 
house to house, sororities can 
accept members until their mem-
bership is filled. 

Deadlines for acceptance vary 
between houses, according to 
Ahluwalia. 

Alpha Omicron Pi, Ahluwalia 
said, is planning to continue the 
rush process for several weeks or 
until the house's 55 member limit 
is reached. 

During the rush process, poten-
tial members attend events 
designed to help them interact 
with current members and learn 
about the house. 

"We had bowling, movie night 
and took a trip to Ben and Jerry's," 

said Delta Zeta sister Toni Glover. 
"We try to get to know the girls 
who come over and find the ones 
we click with." 

Delta Gamma held a mocktail 
reception, where everyone was 
divided into three teams and chal-
lenged to make the best drink. 
Soda, sherbet, fresh fruit, juice, 
whipped cream and ice were laid 
out on a table in the middle of the 
dining room as potential ingredi-
ents. 

Rushee Marissa Romero, a 
freshman in international busi-
ness, said the cookie decorating 
event for Valentine's day was her 
favorite event at Delta Gamma. 

"We all just sat around and dec-
orated Valentine's cookies," 
Romero said. "There was a great 
selection of what to put on them." 

House policies, such as member 
dues, mandatory house meetings 
and new member programs are 
also explained to rushees, said 
Christie Borrero, Delta Gamma 
president. 

"We have a six week new mem-
ber program that helps integrate 
new and old members and teaches 
the history of the house," Borrero 
said. 

Delta Gamma is a fraternity 

because one of it's founding mem 
bers was male. Now the fraternity 
only accepts women. according to 
Borrero. 

Rush also involves events to 
motivate current members. such 
as in-house decoration competi 
tions. 

"Rush is really hard." Borrero 
said. "It takes a lot out of the 
girls." 

House menibers spend a sitmif 
icant rollout of time preparing awl 
attending rush events for th,i, 
house, Borrero said. 

Sororities have changed over 
the years, said Borten), who's 
house has a "scholarship room" set 
aside for studying - - complete 
with old class notes. Incoming 
freshmen are required to have a 
2.7 grade point average and cur 
rent members must maintain a 
2.25. 

Herbert said that after attend-
ing three rush events at Delta 
Gamma, she is unsure of what she 
wants to do next. 

"I don't know if I've decided to 
go through with this yet," Ili•rbert 
said. "It (rush) has given nie an 
oportunity to meet the majority of 
the girls mid itiqviiss joining wit), 
them." 

Web site: proxy server helpful 
Continued from page 1 

allows students to view grades 
and schedules. 

AOL users can get to the 
library's main page from home 
and use the online card catalog. 
But when it comes to pulling up 
full text newspaper and journal 
articles, that's when the problem 
occu Ts. 

A small window appears on the 
screen, the Internet provider 
rnuld not open the site. 

The problem seems more com-
plicated than it actually is, said 
SJSU•s library Web master Doug 
Hanson. 

People who use Netscape or 
Internet Explorer browsers usual-
ly can use all the full text data-
bases such as Lexis/Nexis and the 
indexes that the library Web site 
offers after setting up the proxy 
server. 

A proxy server allows comput-
ers to access the files and infor-
mation from other computers. 

But A01, users must first 
download Netscape or Internet 
Explorer before seting up the 
proxy. 

Melissa Edmonds is in the 

teaching credential program and 
said she uses the newspaper and 
journal databases. 

However, Edmonds said she 
has to do her research in the 
library because she is an AOL 
user, and she didn't want to deal 
with the mess of setting up the 
proxy server. 

Clark librarians say every 
semester the library gets dozens 
of calls asking if the Web site is 
down. Most of the calls are from 
people using AOL as their 
Internet provider. 

"T'here are several places on 
the site that give instructions on 
configuring your computer. and 
once it's set up, AOL users will be 
able to fully access all of the 
library's resources," said Hanson. 

AOL users must first download 
another browser, such as 
Netscape or Internet Explorer to 
work side by side with AOL and 
then set up the proxy server. 

Bob McDerrnand, the former 
library page Web master and a 
journalism professor, uses the 
library Web pages to show his stu-
dents how to research stories. He 
takes class time to explain how to 
set up the proxy server. 

Ile said the problem usuall) 
takes about 15 minutes to solve 
but the procedur(• has many 
steps. 

It doesn't cost AOL users extra 
to use a different browser or set 
up the proxy. And AOL's technical 
support people ran help with the 
process. 

McDermand said other than 
being incompatible with AOL, thr 
library Web site doesn't 11/1VP 
many problems, and every time it 
changes it gets better. 

Computer science major Apollo 
Harden uses the Web site at 
home. 

"The front page should hP more 
clear and direct me to where I 
need to go. A navigation bar on 
the left hand side similar to the 
one on SJStrs main Web site 
would help," Harden said. 

Hanson said he's working on 
condensing the mite and eliminat-
ing repeated information 

"That may help users navigate 
better through the site." Hanson 
said. 

Any questions or comments 
about the library website can 1)). 
sent to Hanson nt 
webmastereemai I sjsu.edu. 

I tiodisrstood fin. the first tittle 
hy peoph• jtiined sororities wh(•n 

I went to leave. As one member 
tOI lowed nie out to the foy( .• to say 
goodbye, a look of conceni crossed 
her face. 

"Do you have someone to walk 
y.)11 back to campus?" she asked. 

I didn't, and she and a friend 
readily offered to accompany me. 
They were looking out for me, and 
I wasn't even a member. 

E‘eryone treated nip like a 
friend from the moment I dark-
en, I I wir doorway. Delta Gamma 
sisters included me in their con-
versations. and made na• feel wel-
come 

Now that I have been at SJSU 
for a while, I've found many 
friends who will look out for me, 
and I have such a full schedule I 
would not be able to attend 
required house meetings. 

However. if I were a new stu-
dent here I think rushing would 
fw a great way to meet outgoing, 
pleasant people. I almost wish I 
had acted on my wish to rush 
when 

Oh. mention Candice 
made r!1 inocktail I've ever 
tried? 
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Cinequest 
Continued from page 1 

l'resident Kathleen Powell, con-
siders "maverick" to mean innova-
tion, artistry and personal vision 
among independent-minded film-
makers. 

Pam Kelly, public relations 
director for the Camera Cinemas, 
said Cinequest is a good film fes-
tival because it focuses attention 
on San Jose, a great town to spot-
light movies. 

"For seven days, San Jose 
becomes this mecca for indepen-
dent film," Kelly said. 

"Our point is to inspire and 
enable the maverick filmmaker to 
realize his or her creative vision," 
Hussey said. 

This year, Cinequest is paying 
tribute with "maverick" awards to 
four people who have excelled 
throughout their cinema careers. 

Rod Steiger, who made his first 
big splash in 1954 playing oppo-
site Marlon Brando in Elia 
Kazan's "On the Waterfront," will 
receive an award for his lifetime 
contribution to film. Steiger will 
appear at 3 p.m. Saturday at the 
IJA Pavilion and will speak with 
the audience after a screening of 
his film, "No Way to Treat a Lady." 

Jennifer Beals, also getting a 
"maverick" award, will be in 
attendance for the Bay Area pre-
miere of her film "Twilight of the 
Golds," at 7:30 p.m. Monday at the 
tjA Pavilion. 

"Close Encounters of the Third 
Kind" cinematographer Vilmos 
Zsigmond will receive his "maver-
ick" award after a special presen-
tation of "Deliverance," at 2p.m. 
Sunday at the UA Pavilion. 

British actor Gabriel Byrne 
("The Usual Suspects," "In the 
Name of the Father") is also get-
ting a "maverick" award. 

"A Conversation with Gabriel 
Byrne," an event expected to sell 
out, is scheduled to take place at 8 
p.m. Saturday at the UA Pavilion. 

"We are delighted and honored 

festival 
to have Mr. Byrne join us," Hussey 
said. "This exceptional event will 
reveal the humor and complexity 
of this charismatic modern-day 
Renaissance man." 

The festival program includes 
the usual array of eclectic films, 
shorts, documentaries and ani-
mated shorts that festival goers 
have come to expect from 
Cinequest. 

Programming Director Mike 
Rabehl said Cinequest promotes 
films that might otherwise not be 
seen by audiences. The more 
famous Sundance Film Festival in 
Park City, Utah, has become a 
business festival where the best 
independent films are picked up 
for national distribution, Rabehl 
said. 

The best part of Cinequest is 
being able to meet the film mak-
ers, no matter how famous they 
may be, Rabehl said. At 
Cinequest, fans are encouraged 
by the staff to mingle and chat 
with the "mavericks." Many of the 
filmmakers will be in attendance 
to present their films and talk 
with fans. 

"Our theme really is 'meet the 
mavericks,' " Rabehl said. 'The 
festival wants to help young, up-
and-coming directors promote 
their films." 

In addition to the many 
awards, Cinequest will also pay 
tribute with a Latino Film 
Celebration, Asian Celebration 
and a tribute to Bay Area film 
makers. 

Cinequest offers student dis-
counts for the festival. 

Festival programs can be 
picked up at the Camera 
Cinemas, on • Second and San 
Carlos streets, and the UA 
Pavilion Theatres,on Second 
Street between San Carlos and 
San Fernando streets. 

For more information, call the 
Cinequest office at (408) 295-
FEST, or log on to the Cinequest 
Web site, at www.cinequest.org. 

Career Explorers: 
Check out future options. 

Job Seekers: 
Resumes and professional 
attire recommended 

SJSU Event Center 
10:00 am - 3:00 pm 

Expanded to 2 days! 

Looking for 

Graduating 

racpreer 
ce.enter 

experience? 
0 Marsh 10 ifff 

internship, co-op & summer opportunities 

All students welcome on this dayl 

soon? 
,cv Mirth Ifft 

Career opportunities for May and August 
1999 graduates & SJSU alumni 

Employer Handboo$, with job des( riptions 
available at the Spartan Bookstoie 

Great prizes: 
3/io fiewlett-Packard calculator 
3/11 - Southwest Airlines unrestricted 

roundtrio ticket 

www careercenter.sj,,u.edu 
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