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W were like me, YOu ('!nlhl”l’] drank 'till you ."IIA'\ {in bar

o | sure as bell bave), chances are you were drinking a i

n go brach.

i

\YZ on 5. Pattv's Dav. And if you bave a drop of Irish in ya

WINNess in an inso put

r centuries, the pub for the Irish was more than just a place to get liquored. It was a meeting poini, the center of activity in

wen town. And when massive amounts of Irish immigratec

0 the United States during the last century, the new corner bars

such as Boston, Philadelpbia and Chicago became all the more important as a comfortable baven, a bome away from bome.

But what about out bere in California? What kinds of Irish pubs does the South Bay boast? My mission last week was to jour-

10 a balf-dozen Irish pubs and bring the information back to our loyal Etc. readers Man, talk about a difficult assignment (burp!)

Katie Bloom's (150 S. First St., San Jose, (408) 294-4408)
eing that this bar is conveniently located downtown, this ts a good place o get
yuanted wath the fine art of pub hopping
KB's is an clongated place, not tembly roomy inside. But what it lacks in
e, it makes up in decor. Dark, veenng on the “smoky” (Damn you, California
it nonetheless exudes an essence of charm in a sea of plastic chains and
ale pretenuousness downtown
e bartenders are usually friendly. The crowd often resembles a yuppie con-
on. The Harp 1s okay (except for that flat one | had a few weeks ago) But if you
get past all that, it really sn't that bad of a place
Besides, a bar that has a panted picture of W B. Yeats on the door definitely

gets brownie points from me

Katie Bloom's (367 Campbell Ave., Campbell, (408) 379-9687)
No, this sn'ta typo. One of the things you'll quickly notice whilst pub hopping is
at bars have no qualms about duplicating names (see Fibbar Magee's as case in
I'm not sure if this KB is associated with the KB downtown, but they cernainly
like two different places
ocated in “quaint” downtown Campbell — renown for a few antique stores, 2
ber stamp shop and a Western gear outlet, if that paints a picture — KB is one of
e newer pubs i Sibicon Valley suburbia Oddly enough, the place usually s packed
t least is very LOUD) nightly It features a sidewalk cafe of sorts where people
moke and enjoy great bar food
we, the place looks polished, emitting a sort of new car smell The walls
boast large, framed posters of dead Insh dudes (such as my Yeats) and advertise.
ments for Harp and Guinness. Of course, there is a dan board, several large screen
clevisions and scantily clad waitresses sporting fake Insh accents . .. What would a
ub be without those things, eh?
Lest you think this Insh lass is tuming cynical on ya, | do declare that KB has a
great selection of hard hiquor, and at least five different brands of Irish whiskey. |
Iso really dig the genuine brass rail that surrounds the bar, complete with solid
brass hon heads every three stools or so

ammered game: Try 1o find the Insh drum hidden near the bar

Fibbar Magee's (156 S. Murphy Ave., Sunnyvale, (408) 749-8373)
Granted that uming has everything to do with a great bar expenience, | caught FM

n a lazy, sunny late Saturday afternoon. The place was cozy, almost with a family
type of atmosphere. | actually saw a 2-year-old running around while his mom and
iad sipped a beer, which evoked a memory of my grandpa taking me to his bar of
choice for an outing

In case one had no idea that this is indeed an Irish pub, green & liberally used
as decor: green and white lights and ceiling fans, a green-paneled ceiling, a few maps
of Ireland on the wall. Again, you have your large screen television (for watching the
World Cup soccer playoffs) and your “Irish™ bantender, whose accent’s authenticity is
quite debatable. The music’s eclectic: Sheryl Crow and Nirvana, no fiddles

1t has a full menu, featuring Irish staples of clam chowder and Shepherd's Pie
Most importantly, though, my Harp was crackingly cold and quite delicious
Hammered game here: How many countnes are represented in the foreign currency
taped to the wall behind the bar?

Murphy's Law (135 S. Murphy Ave., Sunnyvale, (408) 736-3822)
— When you tire of Fibbar Magee's, simply go across the street to Murphy’s Law
The change in scene is like night and day, Irish from English

Santana, of all things, was blasting, as one guy — obviously blized — tackled a
computer game and a couple smooched in a comer

ML is definitely smaller, rougher and seedier than its family-minded counter
part across the street. Except for the checkered, black and white tle floor, there is
little “decor” o speak of, which perhaps gives it all that much more. | did spy a great
green couch by the front window, conducive 10 some serious crashing. And there
are some cool toys in this bar: the aforementioned computer game, a shufficboard
which practically fills the bar and a jukebox. The ceiling is also doued with $1 bills,
thrown and pinned for all eternity after a night of drunken camaraderie — how Irish!

Waming: there is a $10 credit card minimum (an awesome lady bartender let
my drink slide on account of my lack of cash). And if you need condoms in a hurry,
there is a lubricated condom machine in the women's bathroom

Fibbar Magee's (223 Castro St., Mountain View, (650) 964-9151)

— Again, this is not a typo, but this time | can say for sure
that this FM is related o the FM down on the EI Camino
Real in Sunnyvale

You know that you are in a rare, American niche when
on one street alone, you have a Chinese grocery market,
Ttalian pizza joint, Japanese sushi bar, Indian restaurant
and, not one, but two Irish pubs (FM and its other relative,
Molly Magee's)

M definitely looks like an Irish pub ~ an upscale,
late- 1800s Dublin style establishment. The bar is framed in
cherry-paneled walls and multi-paned windows. There are
plenty of big, leather booths to hide in, and, again, a great
menu of Insh staple foods (1 had french fries with cheese
here. Yum'')

Metallica was oddly screeching on the radio, mingled
with the clink of glasses and the hum of tourist conversa-
tion. | actually saw some people with cameras in here

Again, you have your large-screen televisions, but they
are discreetly placed in comers of the huge establishment;
the place looking more like an upscale establishment than
a janky sports bar

Caution: the service is NOT 1o die for; in fact, it kind
of sucks

Elena Carrasco and Jobanna Cole slam beers at an Irish pub
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Rosie McCann's (1220 Pacific Ave., Santa Cruz, (831) 426-9930)
~ Never mind that the door boasts: “Est. 1995" or that it IS over the hill Forget that

it is billed as a “Brew with a View,” when the only view to speak of is a Longs parking
lot

Brownie points for the Gaelic written on the door: Cead Mile Failte (100,000
welcomes). Kudos to its 28 beers on ta, Although 99 Bottles of Beer around the cor
ner has, well, 99 selections

The place is located above a Mexican restaurant and requires some senous
coordination to climb the steep flight of stairs, lemme tell you. But there are dant
boards, a pool table, a jukebox It tends to get crowded on the weekend: UC Santa
Cruz students are always on the lookout for easy [nsh lassies to nail

And Wednesday nights have become an in-house tradition of watching South
Park over a pint of Guinness. Kick ass’

Poet and the Patriot (320 East Ceara St., Santa Cruz, (831) 426-8620)

— We keep the best for last. | wouldn't even know about this place if my boyfriend
hadn't stumbled in there on a whim, only to leave with several new friends and com
plimentary lrish flag pins.

Needless 1o say, this unadvertised “hole in the wall™ is definitely worth men
tioning, It's been in business for 17 years, and has become an intellectual gathering
spot for conversationalists and student politicos. Outside the bar is a wonderful
painted mural as well as a large banner urging for peace in Norther Ireland (the
first such pub I've seen that even mentions the strfe back home). Inside, “England
out of Ireland” bumper stickers are tacked up the walls, as well as clusters and clus
ters of photos of former St. Patty celebrations, and regular customers

This is the only place I've seen that even has authentic Irish pints, 20 oz. of
your drink of choice (compared to Amenican pints of 16 0z.) as well as Murphy s
Irish Stout, and the more tradiuonal Guinness and Harp

But there's more 1o meet the eye here. Beyond the folding chairs and shabby
painted tables, there is a feeling of camaradene, the kind that | envision a pub in
rural Ireland to exude. The bar hosts routine dart tournaments and a Celtic open
mike on the first and third Sundays

Of course, these are not the only Irish pubs in the South Bay, and not nearly
as many in The City. But they are good starting places to get your dose of Ireland,
after the hype of St. Patry’s has subsided

Happy craic (fun), good luck and, most importantly, don't drink and drive
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