


















Dorms 
continued from ;Nagel 

time of the drill. 
"I wish they waited until later 

in the day," Trenner said. 
Trenner complained that the 

alarm was not loud enough to 
wake him up. 

"Someone had to come and 
pound on my door," he said. "Even 
after I was awake, I still couldn't 
hear the alarm until I opened may 
door. And the fire alarm is a foot 
away from my door." 

Trenner said the only way he 
know last time that the alarm 
was going off was because he saw 
the strobe light through the top 
crack of his improperly set-in 
door. 

-The whistles from the pool 
are louder than the alarms," 
Tronner said. 

Susan Hansen, the director of 
university housing services, said 
because st talents complained the 
;dorms wen', too quiet, the alarm 
company technicians came out to 

assess the system and deter-
mined that no adjustments need-
ed to be made. 

"But at the same time, stu-
dents said the alarms are much 
too loud," Hansen said. 

Trenner explained he lives on 
a close-knit floor, so they make 
sure everyone knows the alarm is 
going off. 

"We are on a buddy system. We 
pound on each other's doors. We 
do that for each other," Trenner 
said. 

Andrea Apple, resident of Joe 
West Hall, said the paperwork 
she received early in the semes-
ter said residents are responsible 
for themselves. 

"It says if you know you will 
sleep through the alarm, you are 
supposed to ask someone to call 
and wake you up or make some 
sort of other plan," Apple said. 

Craig Elliott, assistant direc-
tor for residential life, said the 
resident advisers are trained to 
knock on students' doors on their 
way out of the building. 

"We don't expect them to get 
everybody because we don't want 

them to burn either," Elliott said. 
Hansen agreed the resident 

advisers should not be solely 
relied upon to wake up residents. 

"It is unrealistic for students 
to expect the RA to come get 
them when the alarm goes off," 
she said. 

Hansen said the housing 
department has adaptive equip-
ment for students with disabili-
ties upon request. 

"We accommodate students to 
help them evacuate safely," 
Hansen said. "For the most part, 
there is no excuse for not evacu-
ating." 

Hansen explained the resident 
advisers are only a support for 
the evacuation process. 

"That is what the alarm sys-
tem is for," she said. "We are con-
cerned about the safety of all the 
students, including the RAs." 

Fries said she usually does go 
around to all the doors and pound 
on them with a big flashlight, hut 
the resident advisors aren't 
expected to unnecessarily risk 
their own lives. 

Elliott said one formal fire 

drill is required to be carried out 
by each dorm every semester. 

So far this semester, Royce, 
Markham, Joe West and Hoover 
halls have already done a fire 
drill, according to Elliott. 
Washburn, Moulder and Allen 
halls have yet to hold a drill. 

Elliott said in the fall, he asks 
that the drill be performed with-
in the first two months of the 
school year. 

He acknowledged sometimes a 
formal fire drill is unnecessary 
because someone has pulled the 
alarm. 

"We try to facilitate the learn-
ing procedure even after they 
determine it is a false alarm," 
Elliott said. 

He explained that the 
University Police Department 
will be called and will come to 
determine if the building is safe 
to return to. 

"In a true emergency, we 
would be able to do a head count," 
Hansen said. 

She said there are student ros-
ters that are updated regularly 
located outside the dorms in 

"We don't expect them to get every-
body because we don't want them to 

burn either." 

locked and secured earthquake 
boxes, where they also keep 
emergency supplies. 

Marilyne Baboux, resident of 
Joe West Hall, said prank alarms 
make students not believe it 
when a real alarm goes off, and 
they don't evacuate. 

"Last semester, we had three 
fire alarms go off after mid-
night," Baboux said. "I wouldn't 
have evacuated until I heard 
that UPD was going door to door 
making sure everyone was evac-
uated." 

Fries said every resident that 
checks in at the beginning of the 
year is required to sign a form 
that says they are responsible fias 
reading the emergency proce-
dures in the community living 

— Craig Elliott 
assistant director, residential life 

handbook, which each student is 
supplied with. 

The procedures in the hand-
book include "Feel the door — if it 
is hot, do not open it (Student 
room doors have a two-hour burn 
capacity)... Always evacuate the 
building when the alarm sounds. 
Failure to do so will be in viola-
tion of the license agreement." 

Hansen said the resident pop-
ulation has been very cooperative 
overall. 

In addition, San Jose State 
University does not have such a 
bad reputation for false alarms, 
according to Elliott. 

"Of any school I have worked 
at. t his is the school that has had 
the least prank fire drills," Elliott 
said 
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