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MINETA: Local politician has served under two presidents, survived a Japanese internment camp and to receive doctorate 

• continued from Page I 

McLemore said they spoke about 
the many local economic and 
transportation issues facing the 
Bay Area. 

When it came time for them to 
board the plane, Mineta stepped 
up and boarded the plane, taking 
a seat in the economy section, he 
said. 

"As if he was a regular small-
business person making the daily 
milk run to L.A. on the plane ... 
rather than a distinguished 
national governmental leader 
that his rank could have demand-
ed," McLemore said. 

Terry Christensen, the politi-
cal science chair at SJSU has 
known Mineta since he was a 
council member in San Jose dur-
ing 1970, said he has followed 
Mineta's career. 

Christensen said Mineta has 
accomplished more than any 
other Asian or Pacific Arnerican 
in politics and was the mayor, at 
the time of a white-majority city 

"He's always had an astound-
ing memory for names and peo-
ple, and he's still as sharp, still 
just as comfortable back with old 
friends, allies, acquaintances and 
opponents in San Jose. 

"I'd have to cite Norm as one of 
the people who turned San Jose 
around from rampant growth to 
managed growth ( a tough battle 
in the 1960s and 1970s (_ and 
who made the city much more 
sensitive to its growing popula-
tion," Chistensen said. 

While Christensen has fol-
loWed Mineta's political life, Jimi 
Yamaichi, a local entrepreneur, 
has known Mineta and his family 
since he was a youngster. 

Mineta, a second-generation 
Japanese-Arnerican, meets 
Yamaichi for a meal when he is in 
town, Yamaichi said. 

"We discuss nut too much poli-
tics but community activities 
(_He's always interested in what 
goes on in the community, and 
he's the person that puts politics 
second and the community first," 

Yamaichi said. "His constituents 
are first, always." 

Mineta has married twice. His 
present wife's Danealia, brought 
two stepsons to the marriage, 
Robert and Mark Brantner. 
Mineta also has two sons from 
his first marriage to May Hinoki, 
Stuart and David Mineta, 
Yamaichi said. 

Thirty-seven-year-old David 
Mineta lives in Pacifica and is a 
school-board member. 

He said his father is down-to-
earth and is the hardest-working 
person he's ever met. 

"He's a very caring father. He 
has had a tough life, to balance, 
family and as an elected official, 
but he has managed to be a suc-
cessful businessman," David said. 

"He's a great dad who has 
always loved his family," he said. 

For David, Mineta is a great 
father but for Rod Diridon Jr., the 
Santa Clara council member of 
seat four and an SJSU alumnus, 
Mineta is a good guy. 

"He's a hard worker. He has 

strong values and principles, and 
he's stuck to those," Diridon Jr. 
said. 

Mineta helped put San Jose on 
the map nationally, he said. 

Pat Dando, San Jose City 
Council member of district 10, 
has known Mineta for more 
than two decades. She said 
Mineta served as mayor of San 
Jose during a time of great eco-
nomic changes as the valley 
began to shift from an agricul-
tural community to a high-tech 
city. 

"His early leadership pre-
pared us for the Silicon Valley 
Revolution," Dando said. "As a 
member of Congress, he 
remained committed and loyal 
to San Jose, as he also served 
our nation." 

According to Dando, Mineta 
is responsible for the federal 
money invested in the 
Guadalupe River Park, San Jose 
International Airport and the 
County Light Rail project. 

"I know Norm will  continue to 

serve our community with great 
passion as the secretary of 
transportation," Dando said. "I 
am extremely proud of his 
accomplishments as a world 
leader, but he remains loyal and 
committed to his 
hometown...San Jose." 

Diridon, who has known 
Mineta for more than 40 years, 
added that Mineta was able to 
obtain much of the funding for 
the expansion of the San Jose 
International airport. 

"And more than the funding 
for the airport, he was able to 
obtain the approvals to proceed 
with the airport expansion," he 
said. 

The most important attribu-
tion in Mineta's mind, according 
to Diridon, is probably his co-
authorship of a bill which pro-
vided payment to Japanese-
Americans who were incarcerat-
ed during the war, including an 
apology that the United States 
Congress made to the Japanese-
Americans who where wrongly 

imprisoned, Diridon said. 
According to Caret, Mineta 

has helped Americans in several 
other ways, at SSJU specifically, 
he said Mineta helped make 
changes. 

"He helped us when he was 
mayor with the planning for the 
closure of San Carlos Street 
which occurred many years 
later, but it took about 19 years 
of dialogue to actually close San 
Carlos Street," he said. 

Caret added that Mineta has 
always helped the campus, as 
long as he believed in what the 
university is doing, and that's 
true in most cases. 

According to McLemore, 
Mineta has always been one of 
the most sincere, polite and con-
siderate politicians. 

"We in the valley are so lucky 
to have someone like Norm 
Mineta working and serving 
across political lines to make the 
best possible decisions for every-
one in Washington D.C.," he 
said. 

Rare case against avowed polygamist goes on trial in Utah 
SALT LAKE CITY (AP) — A 

man who lives with his five wives 
and 29 children in the remote Utah 
desert goes on trial Monday in the 
state's first polygamy prosecution 
in decades. 

Tom Green, who says his 
lifestyle is a God-given choice and 
has vigorously defended it on TV 
talks shows, faces charges of 
bigamy and criminal nonsupport. 
He could get 25 years in prison if 
convicted on all counts. 

He believes the government has 
singled him out because he's been 
so outspoken. 

"You stick your head out of the 
hole, the government will shoot it 
off," said Green, 52. "The state's 
driving this thing back under-
ground where they want it to stay." 

Green himself has been any-
thing but underground. He has 
appeared on several television 
shows to defend his lifestyle, 

including "Dateline NBC" and "The 
Jerry Springer Show," and held 
news conferences despite a judge's 
warning not to do so. 

Juab County Prosecutor David 
Leavitt, Gov. Mike Leavitt's broth-
er, has said he never would have 
known about Green if he hadn't 
appeared on television. 

But Green, who insists he 
should be allowed to practice 
polygamy under the protection of 
religious freedom, said he should-
n't be required to keep his beliefs 
quiet. 

"That's been the unwritten rule 
for 50 years in Utah," he said. 
"You'll pretend you don't exist and 
we'll pretend you don't exist." 

Green also may be subject to a 
separate trial on child rape 
charges stemming from his rela-
tionship with one of his wives 
when she Was 13. hut no trial date 
has been set 

Only a handful of Utah polyga-
mists have ever been charged with 
bigamy, and prosecutors believe 
the last trial was in the 1950s. The 
outcome of the trial will be 
watched with interest by an esti-
mated 30,000 polygamists living in 
the West. 

Critics of the practice say that 
the patriarchal societies in which 
polygamists live foster child abuse, 
incest and, because few practition-
ers can afford to support their 
enormous families, welfare fraud. 

"It is a long journey that we 
have been on to get the attention of 
the state to get them to recognize 
some of the abuses that go on in 
these groups," said Rowenna 
Erickson, a former plural wife who 
now works with Tapestry Against 
Polygamy, an advocacy group for 
those who leave polygamy. 

Polygamy arrived in Utah in the 
1840s, when members of The 

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints settled in the state. 
Mormon leaders believed the prac-
tice was required by God because 
some Old Testament prophets took 
multiple wives. 

But outside the church, the prac-
tice was condemned. In 1854 the 
Republican Party termed 
polygamy and slavery the "twin 
relics of barbarism," and in 1862 
Congress outlawed plural mar-
riage. 

The U.S. Supreme Court in 1879 
upheld the anti-polygamy law. And 
with federal pressure mounting, 
the church in 1890 disavowed 
polygamy. 

Six years later, as a condition of 
statehood, the practice was prohib-
ited in the Utah Constitution. 

But the long-secretive polyga-
mous societies have endured, and 
members have begun to speak up. 
Some have agreed to interviews 

Perry Como recalled as showman who never forgot his roots 
LOS ANGELES (AP — Perry 

Como, famous for hits including 
"'Catch a Falling Star" and "Papa 
Loves Mambo," was a dedicated 
showman who never forgot his 
roots as a humble barber, his 
friends remembered on Sunday. 

The fatherly crooner, known for 
his mellow style and cardigan 
sweaters, died Saturday at the 
age of 88 at his home in Jupiter 
Inlet Colony, Fla. 

Como's daughter, Terri 
Thibadeau, said her father was 
with his caregiver when he closed 
his eyes and died while sitting in 
a chair in his bedroom. He had 
suffered from Alzheimer's for 
about two years, she said. 

His fellow entertainers 
mourned the singer Bing Crosby 
once called "the man who invent-
ed casual." 

"In the times I was in his com-
pany, I found him to be a man who 
cared about listening to other peo-
ple," comedian Don Rickles said. 
"Perry was a special kind of guy 
whose charisma will never be 
matched." 

Comic Jack Swersie, who 
opened for Como during the 
singer's last three tours in the 
early 19908, said he was amazed 
at how active the singer was even 
in his later years. 

111! Wan, simply put, the nicest 
person I have ever met and the 
greatest man I ever worked with," 
Swersie said. 

Como almost never ignored a 
fan, the comedian added, even 
when it was inconvenient. 

"One time our tour bus broke 
down outside of Pittsburgh, and 
we all took refuge in this roadside 
diner," Swersie recalled. "Of 
course, the employees all got on 
the phone immediately and told 
their friends and relatives who 
was stuck in their restaurant." 

The diner quickly filled with 
local fans seeking autographs and 
pictures with Como. 

"Perry didn't think he was bet-
ter than anybody," Swersie said. 
"He treated everybody with 
respect and was always willing to 
give of himself" 

Born in Canonsburg, Pa., one of 
13 children of Italian immigrants, 
Como left his job as a steel town 
barber in the 1930s to sing with 
big bands. His songs became a 
mainstay of radio and jukeboxes 
in the late 1940s and he pioneered 
variety shows in the 1950s. In 
1945, Como had his first million -
selling hit, "Till the End of Time." 

Rock 'n' roll eventually 
replaced the old-time crooners on 
the music charts, but Como con-
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tinued performing on television 
in later decades, most notably 
with his famed Christmas spe-
cials. 

His career saw a resurgence in 
the 1970s with songs like "It's 
Impossible," "And I Love You So," 
which was later performed by 
"American Pie" singer Don 
McLean. 

In 1987, President Reagan pre-
sented Como with a Kennedy Cen-
ter award for outstanding achieve-
ment in the performing arts. 

Neighbors said the singer never 
let the accolades go to his head. 

Longtime friend Harry Pezzul-
lo, golf director emeritus at 
Ballen Isles Country Club in 
Palm Beach Gardens, said he and 
Como played in many charity golf 
tournaments. 

"This was the most charitable 
man I met in my live," he said. 
"That's what people loved. He 
never said 'no' when it was a char-
ity. This guy was ready to give you 
a helping hand " 
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with reporters or held news confer-
ences. Most notably, 100 polyga-
mists from various groups attend-
ed hearings at the state Legisla-
ture in February, and persuaded 
lawmakers to soften the penalty 
for arranging polygamous mar-
riages. 

'They've probably had a stom-
ach full of negative press and have 
set out to say something positive," 
said Dave Zolman, a former state 
lawmaker who lost his seat in part 
because of his support for polyga-
mists' rights. "They have allowed 
themselves to be painted into the 
corner with their silence and their 
secrecy. And I told them, how do 
you ever expect to get your civil 
rights if you behave that way?" 

Erickson acknowledged that 
Green's prosecution could force 
polygamists into hiding even fur-
ther. 

"There's always that possibility 

because they like to play the mar-
tyr role," she said. "I just think 
they're going to keep it more quiet, 
because that's part of polygamy 
and that's part of their addiction 
and their abuses." 

But Mary Batchelor, who co-
authored a book, "Voices in Harmo-
ny," in an attempt to draw more 
positive attention to polygamy, 
said driving the practice further 
underground could keep polyga-
mists from seeking hospital treat-
ment or sending their children to 
school. 

"We felt that there has been a 
degree of acceptance in the last 50 
years, where our people ... have 
become more open and more will-
ing to interact in society," she said. 
"They're not in hiding and I really 
feel that a return to the way it used 
to be is really harmful to polyga-
mous families and particularly 
children." 
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