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Part 1 of the excerpt from the MACLA forum 

Richard Rodriguez 
Richard Rodriguez, a renowned essayist, and Jay 

Harris, a former publisher of the San Jose Mercury 
News, discussed the recent terrorists acts, current 
events and the future of California on Monday in 
San Jose State University's Morris Dailey Auditori-
um. 

Rodriguez is the author of the critically 
acclaimed book, "Hunger of Memory: The Education 
of Richard Rodriguez," as well as "Days of Obliga-
tion: An Argument with My Mexican Father," which 

its nominated fr a PulilLet Vrie. lie is also an 
editor for the Pacific News Service in San Francisco, 
and is an Emmy award-winning commentator on 
"The News Hour with Jim Lehrer." 

Aside from being a former publisher of the San 
Jose Mercury News, Harris is a member of the 
Pulitzer Prize board, as well as the Poynter Insti-
tute's National Advisory. 

The following is the first part of a series in which 
the Spartan Daily will provide excerpts from Mon-
day's discussion. 

JH: Rich, tell us in your words, let's try to walk 
through some of this, and let us know how you're 
describing and understanding what's happened to 
America and Americans. Let's start with what I 
think is our nation's traditional sense of optimism 
and security. Only a month ago, we described our-
selves as the world's only superpower. And today we 
deal with a sense of vulnerability. We let silence ring 
in the streets when we hear fear in the roar of air-
planes. We react in entirely different ways. What do 
you think is going on? 

RR: I think in many ways America is having a 
nightmare, and like all nightmares this one doesn't 
have an easy way of describing it. There's no easy 
language of description here. I'm not even satisfied 
with the word terrorism, because I don't think I 
have felt, since the moment I was awakened by a 
phone call on Sept. 11 — I don't think I've felt ter-
ror. 

I think I have felt shock. 
I think I've felt enormous grief. 
I've seen those bodies cascading down the side of 

those buildings. I think I have felt awe at the brav-
ery for people saving other people. 

I think I have felt depression. I couldn't work for 
three or four days. I couldn't figure out why any of 
this, including this conversation, meant anything. I 
couldn't eat for two days, and I couldn't sleep. 

And then friends called me from New York and 
said that their children were awakening in the mid-
dle of the night, weeping three weeks after the 
events. And then my father died about three months 

Omar Ornelas Daily Stall 

Jay Harris, former publisher of the San Jose Mercury News, sits next to Richard Rodriguez prior 
to their forum at Morris Dailey Auditorium on Monday. 

TALK: Discussion draws crowd to hear fifth annual forum 
• continued from Page I values. He is the type of person "One of the things that sur-

that you ask the man, 'how are prised me was how funny he 
theater arts, you' and he could carry on for an was," Terrazas said. "I thought he 

Harris, sitting center stage in hour." was very spontaneous." 
Morris Dailey Auditorium across Eva Terrazas, Board President Claudia Mendoza, a foreign 
from the pinstripe-suit-clad of MACLA and a SJSU student languages student, said she was 
Rodriguez, breezed through the majoring in political science, said very proud that the university 
questions with a smooth rhythm. she was impressed with the brought the event to campus and 

"I believe that he is one of the evening's events, hosted cultural activities such as 
great public intellects. I thought "People showed their support these. 
that he was really insightful and for someone who challenges the Filar Aguero-Esparaza, direc-
challenging," Harris said. "He left way people think," she said. "In tor of visual art programs at 
us all with new constructs to previous years, we have had more MACLA, said, "I was really 
think. This was the most reward- literary themes (bringing guests impressed with how much heart 
ing experience that I have had. I like Latina author Sandra Cis- he had." 
believe that the future is definite- nerosi so this year was a change Her sister, Lilia Aguero, was at 
ly the product from individual to a more thoughtful, provocative the event with her and said she 
acts." theme." was impressed with the turnout. 

The future was speculated Harris opened with a question 'This is a rough time," Aguero 
upon in relation to one topic in about how one goes about finding said. "A lot of people have not 
particular. When Harris arrived the words for the catastrophic wanted to be in this form, this 
at the topic of how Rodriguez events of Sept. 11. brain space." 
feels about his cultural identity, Rodriguez, who said, "Ian- Abel Macias, a graduate stu-
Rodriguez talked about what it guage has been the great subject dent at SJSU in Mexican-Amen-
means for him to be brown. The of my life," may not have had the can studies, said he enjoyed the 
future of all Californians, he said, direct words, but he moved the opportunity to hear Rodriguez's 
is to be brown as a result of cul- audience with feelings, views. 
tural plurality. He described his feelings as "I thought it was interesting. I 

"When it comes to his com- deeper than language, and then was surprised in what he said 
ment about California being brought the audience to a corn- because he didn't hold back. He is 
brown, I think that I want to mon ground: "It's the language of such a prominent person, so I 
learn more about that. I think it 4 a.m., where we wake up and think that how is speaks what he 
goes beyond the categories that we're scared when a plane flies thinks is taken seriously," said 
we immediately set for it," Harris overhead — where we feel like Macias. "I think he became a 
said. "It is a comment that chal- children." prominent person because he was 
lenges you. I think he is talking Though the issues were seri- controversial. This man doesn't 
about culture and how we have ous, Rodriguez didn't compress represent anyone, he represents 
shared experiences and shared the conversation with heaviness himself" 

Former president talks about attack in visit to California 
LOS ANGELES (API — For-

mer President Bill Clinton said 
Monday that the fight against 
terrorism is "the great battle for 
the heart and soul of the new cen-
tury and we have got to win it." 

During an appearance at an 
online learning conference in Los 
Angeles, Clinton also urged a 
packed auditorium to support the 
Bush administration and 
assured them that America's 
defenses will improve. 

Clinton, 55, described Osama 
bin Laden, who has been named 

by federal authorities 88 the rorism came toward the end of a 
prime suspect in the Sept. liter- half-hour keynote address at thi• 
rorist attacks, as "a worthy oppo- Online Learning 2001 Conferenci• 
nent, a formidable opponent" and and Expo in which he also dis 
gave a stark description of the cussed issues such as the digital 
terrorists' aim, divide and the technological chill 

"No one believes they could lenges facing the Third World. 
win a conventional military fight, Clinton has assumed an 
so the terrorists seek to weaken increasingly public role since the 
our commitment to freedom Sept. 11 terrorist attacks. He 
around the world," Clinton said. hugged rescue workers at the 
"And by hurting us increase their World Trade Center site: prayed 
capacity to impose a particular with his wife, Sen. Hillary Rod-
view of how people should live." ham Clinton, and thousands of 

Clinton.' remarks about ter- others at Yankee Stadium. 

ago at the age of 96. I have lots of friends of mine die 
from things like AIDS and cancer early in their 
lives. 

So I know something about grief. 
What I know about grief is that you don't need to 

meet it head on. When my father died, I didn't weep 
at all. I gave a eulogy at his funeral, like this (calm), 
and it was as smooth as silk. All my life I thought 
about how I was going to do this. My father's casket, 
my mother grieving, family, relatives. How would 
my voice ever find itself? And then the moment 
came in this church and it was the easiest thing I 
had ever done. 

And I know about real emotion, those intense 
emotional moments in our lives, is that they never 
come off the immediate experience. The grief that is 
waiting for me down the road. 

It's going to hit me someday on a bus, or waiting 
for an airplane, or maybe drinking a cup of coffee 
five years from now. Something hits and then I'll 
know how to say what my father's death meant. 

Fm not sure I know yet how to speak, or what 
voice to give about this experience (the attacks). I 
will tell you that I traveled immediately after, as 
soon as the planes began to fly again. I do not have 
an American flag flying on my building, but the 
thing I wanted most to do was drive across this 
country 

I wanted to feel the connection with the land. I 
wanted to see the mountains. I wanted to feel the 
desert. I had this primitive sense and connection to 
use in the land. 

I don't know my politics. I don't even think this is 
a political event that we are going through, which is 
one of the reasons why the riots of the last week 
seem to be uninteresting to me at the moment. 

I think we are lucky as we Americans, who have 
never dealt with religion as a political event, except 
maybe the 1850s when the nativists began to come 
to this country and the Irish began to wonder, 
"Could Catholics be good Americans?". ... and then 
there was a war in this country against Mormons. 
Because a lot of Americans thought Mormons were 
not acceptable to be in the American fabric, but by 
and large, we do not fight with each other over the 

Arab-American killed, 

REEDLEY, Calif. (AP) — The 
family of an Arab-American shop 
owner killed during the weekend 
thinks he was the victim of a hate 
crime. 

Abdo Ali Ahmed was shot Sat-
urday afternoon at his conve-
nience store after receiving a 
death threat and being subjected 
to racial slurs. 

Deputies searched for the 
killers Monday as the Fresno 
County coroner ruled that Ahmed 
died from multiple gunshot 
wounds. Investigators were con-
sidering all possible motives, 

Jay Harris 
issue of religion. And now there are dark, dark 
ruminations from this man in the caves who 
describes you as belonging to a Jewish-Christian 
country And also he describes you as belonging to a 
secular, heedless, pagan country of no bounds. 

Further excerpts from the fifth annual Distin-
guished Scholars Forum with Jay Harri,; and 
Richard Rodriguez will follow this week 

hate crime suspected 
including robbery and racism. 

"Any time there is violence 
directed toward anyone of Middle 
Eastern descent that is always a 
possibility, that is something we 
are going to investigate," Sgt. Dan 
Cervantes said Monday. 

The FBI was briefed on the 
case and has offered to help, said 
Sgt. Toby Rien, head of the Fresno 
Sheriff's homicide unit. The FBI 
has joined in hate-crime investi-
gations across the country after 
the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks on 
the East Coast. 

Ahmed's family thinks his 
death was part of a trend of hate 

crimes toward Middle Eastern 
immigrants. 

Ahmed, 51, was a Muslim who 
moved to the United States from 
Yemen about 35 years ago. 

"He didn't have no enemies," 
said Fahmi Kassim, Ahmed's 
nephew. "He's a very very peace-
ful guy. He's got a nice heart." 

Two days before the killing, 
Ahmed found a death threat 
note on his car after shopping at 
a grocery store in nearby Dinu-
ba. He tore the paper from the 
car and threw it away, said 
Madram Shuaibi, another rela-
tive. 

coming soon... career job fair 

SJSU Career Center 
employerconnections 

e get ready graduating students! 
for December 2001 & May & August 2002 grads 

O become a career center member 
go to www.careercenter.sjsu.edu — click on students 
to activate your membership 

• go to the career job fair, October 10, 2001 
10:00am - 3:00pm 
sisu event center 

, • . 
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it all starts here! 
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center 
SJSU 

www.careercentersjsu.edu 

For more information, stop by the Career Center, 
Building F, Mon - Fri 10am - 5pm, Wed 10am • 6pm 

attending the Employer Connections career job fair will give you 

the opportunity to meet face-to-face with hiring employers 


