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LAPAROSCOPYSURGERY
Do Not Try This at Home!
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(Above, Left)-- Where laparoscopic incisions are made on the body, one close to the
navel and another directly above. Two other incisions are north, northwest of the
navel. .
(Large Drawing) -- Carbon Dioxide gas is injected to lift the outer tissue layers away
from the internal organs. The laparoscope is inserted through an incision in the
abdominal wall next to the navel.
(Bottom Drawing) -- A
cholangiogram catheter is inserted through
another incision. This
catheter takes an X-ray
of the common bile
duct to check for
stones, and to help the
doctor determine how
to resolve the problem.
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LAPAROSCOPYSURGERY

Top Drawing) -- Surgeon uses tiny metal clips to close off the duct and
blood vessel at the base of the gall bladder. These clips stay in the body
and are harmless. The gall bladder may be detached from the liver using
cautery (electric current).

(Bottom Drawing) -- The gall bladder is guided to one of the incisions
and emptied of its contents outside the body. Then it resembles a deflated
balloon. It is then slipped through the incision near the patient's navel.

Do Not
Try This
at Home!
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16 Months of Medical Hell
e.

A Chronology of Health
Problems
JANUARY 2002

Sun., 1.13

Did not work. Got up feeling good, then pains began about 7:30am. By 8:15 when I would
normally be taking a shower before going to work, I was dying. Panic time! I called Jose
Huerta to let him know that I was not coming in on time. Maybe later, but not now. Lots of
pain, and I did not know what was causing it. Gloria called the Advice Nurse at Kaiser and
they said to take some Motrin pills, lie down and rest. So I did.

Tues, 1.15

Did not work. Lots of pain, and still believing it is just temporary. Took another Motrin, went
back to bed. Not feeling very good all day.
WORKED- Thurs 1.17, Sun 1.20, Tues 1.22, Thurs 1.24.

Sun., 1.27

Did not work. Took 8 hours off. Feeling very sick, on and off, but did not know the reasons
why. Blaming spicey foods, hot chili I was used to taking with my Mexican food. But, not
consistently painful. Some days felt like a million dollars, others very, very bad.

Tues., 1.29

Did not work. Another bad day. Felt good one day and very sick the next day. Boss probably
starting to think I am just getting lazy in my old age. Inexplicable, but pain is very real.
WORKED- Thurs 1.31.

FEBRUARY 2002

Sun., 2.3.

Super Bowl Sunday. Worked all day.
WORKED - Tues 2.5.2002

Thurs., 2.7

Left work at noon. Feeling very good when I went to work. Pain began at about 12:30 when
I was having lunch. By 1 pmit was unbearable, and I went home. Called Gloria to let her know
I was going home. She put a heating pad on my stomach and I rolled over on my side and tried
to comfort myself. Didn't do much good but I fell asleep and felt very good when I woke up
about 6 pm.
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Sun., 2.10
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Pains again when I woke up in the morning and getting worse. Called in sick again. It is
difficult on Sunday because that is the day I do intake of new residents, and do most of the
letters for residents going to court, finishing the program, etc.
WORKED- Tues, 2.12

Thurs., 2.14

Felt very sick. Called in, not going to work. Beginning to feel guilty about not going to work.
Why am I very sick one day and feeling very good the next day? Don•t know. why
WORKED- Sun, 2.17

Tues., 2.19

Went to work today. But got very sick and went home around noon. Took a motrin and went
to bed, and got up late in the afternoon feeling good. Cannot explain why.
WORKED - Thurs, 2.21, Sun 2.24, Tues 2.26

Wed., 2.27

Took the Barrio Conference book to the printer. This had been bothering me very much. With
the pains I was having I was concerned about finishing the book. Got it finished, Sid OK•d it,
and I took it to Vietnam Printing. One less thing to worry about. Now ... to solve the stomach
pains problem.
WORKED - Thurs 2.28

MARCH2002
WORKED- Sun 3.3, Tues 3.5, Thurs 3.7, Sun 3.10
Tues., 3.12

Worked. Felt fme. Gall bladder removal, 48 hours away. I can hardly wait. For two weeks I
have been guarding my health carefully, keeping myself bundled up and warm. Don•t want
to catch a cold or any kind of illness because then they cancel the gall bladder procedure, and
I damned sure don•t want that.

Thurs., 3.14 OUTPATIENT. REMOVAL OF GALL STONES AND GALL BLADDER. Dr. Grant
removed most of the gall stones and my gall bladder today. It is also the date of the Barrio
Conference. I had no choice, either get it done today or postpone it for another three
weeks. No way, Jose! I don't need that pain anymore. Out! Out! Out!
Sun., 3.17

Sick. Did not work. Gall bladder has been removed. Doctor warned me that there would be
lots of gas in my system and that it would cause lots of discomfort for a few days. Also, to avoid
spicey foods and certain other foods because my stomach is going to have to adjust to different
foods to avoid gas. Was advised to take GAS-X when bloating occurs.
WORKED- Tues 3.19. Thurs 3.21

CON SAFOS --A CHICANO'S JOURNEY THROUGH LIFE IN CALIFORNIA

449

Sun., 3.24

Did not work. Lots of gas in my system. Bloating scares the hell out of you. You are relaxing.
All of a suddent your stomach begins to bloat. It is scary. It feels like it is going to blow up!
It comes quickly and goes quickly. You hope.

Tues., 3.26

Called in sick. Lots of bloating of my stomach. And gas. Still taking GAS-X pills as
recommended by Kaiser advice nurse. Not too much you can do about it. A few minutes after
you eat, you have a "bloat" attack. It helps if you know what to expect. Otherwise, it scares
the holy hell out of you. You think your stomach is going to blow up and scatter your innards
all over the room you are in.

Thurs., 3.28

Took off work. Bloating again. It scares the hell out of me when my stomach starts bloating.
I was ready to panic today. Extreme bloating! Felt like my stomach was going to burst, and
then it would recede. I got cold sweats a couple of times, worrying about what would happen
if my stomach burst while I was at home. Can't happen the doctor said. There would be lots
of internal bleeding and lots of pain first. Lab tests show no signs of internal bleeding, and
I do not feel pain otherwise. Bloating just comes suddenly and just as suddenly it is gone.
What a sense of relief!

SICK LEAVE-- Took off 3.17, 3.19, 3.21, 3.24, 3.26, 3.28.
Sun., 3.31

RETURNED TO WORK. Took some GAS-X when bloating happened just after I ate
lunch, but by now I am an experienced "bloater." I know what it is and how to combat it.

APRIL2002
Tues., 4.2

Went to work today. Felt very good. Just after eating lunch I began to feel bloating again.
Passing lots of gas. Hope my fellow workers can stand it. Big problem here. My hearing is
getting worse and if I am passing gas loudly, I cannot hear it. I just hope it does not offend
those around me. Went home around 1:20 pm. GAS-Xing just about every day now. How
long is this going to last. Got to ask Dr. Grant at the next appointment. All human bodies are
different so I don't think they can really give you an intelligent answer to this one.

Thurs., 4.4

HOSPITALIZED. Went to work today. Felt very good. Was telling Sid how good I felt
today. It was about 10 am. Working on some letters when the pains began again. Surrendered
to it at about 10:30 when I couldn't stand it anymore. My shirt was soaked with sweat. I felt
very, very sick. Brought tears to my eyes, it hurt that bad. Not able to drive myself home.
Jose Huerta drove me home in my car with Howard Ransom riding shotgun. Robert
Croft drove Jose's truck to my apartment so he could bring the guys back. I needed my
car in case I had to go to the hospital, which I did later that evening.
I tried taking my Vicodin medication and sleeping, but nothing worked. At about 10:30 PM,
I surrendered to the pain. We didn't want to bother anyone so I drove to the hospital. Was
released about 6:30am on Friday, 4.5. Waited for pharmacy in the hospital to open to get some
Vicodin for pain relief. Took some. Then drove very cautiously and very slowly over the hill
and home.
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Sun., 4.7

4.8 to 4.30
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Did not work. Feeling very sick. Why am I getting sick just about every other day. Why
am I not sick on Monday, Wednesday, Friday or Saturday when I don't work. I am
beginning to get a guilty conscience about this.
NO PROBLEMS. Felt very good from Mon., 4.8 to Tues., 4.30. No pains.
WORKED- Tues 4.9, Thurs 4.11, Sun 1.14, Tues 4.16, Thurs 4.18, Sun 4.21, Tues 4.23,
Thurs 4.25, Sun 4.28, Tues 4.30.

MAY 2002

WORKED- Thurs 5.2, Sun 5.5, Tues 5.7

Wed., 5.8

OUTPATIENT. TUBE TAKE-OUT DAY. Dr.Thenneman took out the tube which was
inserted in my system on March 14 by Dr. Grant. Piece of cake. Didn't take very long. And
I was already familiar with the procedure so no problems. A little discomfort, but not much.
Those doctors know what they are doing and they make it easy for the patients. Also, during
and after recovering, the other hospital personnel are very cordial and comforting.

Thurs., 5.9

DISABILITY. Was on Disability from 5.9 to 5.13.

Tues, 5/14

RETURNEDTOWORK andoffDisabilityonTuesday,May 14.Mr.Harogreetedmewith
"Staff meeting today, David." OK, boss. Feeling great. As Ernie Banks used to say, let's play
two.
WORKED- Tues 5.14, Thurs 5.16, Sun 5.19, Tues 5.21, Thurs 5.23, Sun 5.26, Tues 5.28,
Thurs 5.30.

JUNE 2002 WORKED - Sun, 6.2.

Tues., 6.4

Did not work. Went to Nestor Lupercio funeral. He is my sister in law's brother. The second
oldest surviving sibling of the Lupercio family. We are like brothers and sisters.
WORKED- Thurs 6.6, Sun 6.9, Tues 6.11, Thurs 6.13, Sun 6.16, Tues 6.18, Thurs 6.20, Sun
6.23, Tues 6.25.

Thurs., 6.27

Took off work to attend services for Vera Bertoni. She is Joe Filingeri's sister. I didn't know
her very well but Joe Filingeri is family. He is married to Gloria's sister Dulcie. Took off
Thursday and worked Friday, an exchange approved by the boss.

Sun., 6.30

Took 8 hours off. Very sick. Bloating. Gas. Bloatring attacks are scary. Sudden bulging of the
stomach, like it is going to burst. Then relief. Ugh! Fight 'em with GAS-X, as doctor
recommended.
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JULY2002
Tues., 7.2

WORKED-- Gloria has medical problem. She called at 3:45PM. Left work at 4 pm to take
her to Urgent care. Has an .. eye .. problem and doctor wants to see her NOW! Missed a staff
meeting, one of few I have ever missed.
WORKED- Thurs 7.4, Sun 7.7, Tues 7.9, Thurs 7.11, Sun 7.14, Tues 7.16, Thurs 7.18, Sun
7.21, Tues 7.23, Thurs 7.25.

Fri., 7.26

EYE PROBLEM STARTS -- Stepping out of the swim pool about 4 PM on Friday
afternoon, I felt a change in my eyesight. Vision very cloudy! Panic City! Told Gloria what
I had experienced, we returned to our apartment, and she called the Advice Nurse at Kaiser.
They told her for me to rest my eyes, and come in the next morning.

Sat., 7.27

Kept appointment with Dr. Wisdom for my eye at 8 am. Said I had a cataract in my right eye.
Vision very cloudy.

Sun., 7.28

DID NOT WORK. Eye bothering me. Vision very cloudy.
WORKED- Tues 7.30.

AUGUST2002
WORKED- Thurs 8.1.
Sat., 8.3

Kept appointment with Dr. Wisdom. Eye problem.
WORKED- Sun 8.4, Tues 8.6, Thurs 8.8, Sun 8.11, Tues 8.13,
Thurs 8.15

Fri., 8.16

Saw Dr. Halperin about eye problem. Laser procedure. Said I had a cataract in my eye.
WORKED- Sun 8.18, Tues 8.20, Thurs 8.22, Sun 8.25, Tues 8.27, Thurs 8.29.

SEPTEMBER 2002
WORKED- Sun 9.1, Tues 9.3, Thurs 9.5, Sun 9.8, Tues 9.10, Thurs 9.12.
Fri., 9.13

Dr. Halperin for .. eye .. problem. Said my eye was looking better. Starting to clear up. Would
recommend we delay laser surgery for now. OK.
WORKED- Sun 9.15, Tues 9.17, Thurs 9.19, Sun 9.22, Tues 9.24, Thurs 9.26, Sun 9.29.
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OCTOBER 2002
No medical problems of any kind this month.
WORKED-Tues 10.1, Thurs 10.3,Sun 10.6, Tues 10.8, Thurs 10.10,Sun 10.13, Tues 10.15,
Thurs 10.17, Sun 10.20, Tues 10.22, Thurs 10.24, Sun 10.27, Tues 10.29, Thurs 10.31.

NOVEMBER 2002
Sun., 11.3

Felt good in the morning. Got very sick around noon, and asked Jose to relieve me so I could
go home. Pains similar to gall stones. Doctors in Emergency Room think it is KIDNEY
STONES but are not sure. How many different kind of stones does the body have?

Fri., 11.8

Dr. Halperin for .. eye .. problem again.

Wed., 11.13 Saw Dr. Lewis at Santa Clara Kaiser, 3:45 pm... Eye ...

Tues., 11-19 HOSPITALIZED. Feeling very sick in the afternoon. Went home at 2 pm, and later went
to EMERGENCY at Kaiser Santa Teresa Hospital. Feeling lots of pain. CAT scan, Problem
diagnosed as KIDNEY STONES, Ultrasound procedure to break up stones. Given morphine
for pain.

Wed., 11.20 RELEASED FROM HOSPITAL AT 8 PM after CAT scan. Ultrasound procedure to break
up kidney stones. Prescribed Cipro for pain and advised to keep taking it until all pills were
used up. DOCTOR ADVISED ME TO STAY HOME, get as much rest as possible, and keep
taking Cipro. DID NOT WORK on Thurs 11.21, Sun 11.24.
Fri., 11.20 to 12.3 --taking Cipro for infection in Kidney.
Sun., 11.24

No work. Very sick. Infection. Kidney. When does all this end??

Tues., 11.26

RETURNED TO WORK. Not feeling very good. Left work at 3 pm and went home.

DECEMBER 2002
Wed., 12.4

Dr. Culberson appointment. To get results of lab tests.

Thurs., 12.5 Took Gloria to Urgent Care. Now she has problems. Got to work at 12 noon. They kept her
in the hospital for observation.Released her at 4 pm and Doreen picked her up because I could
not drive at night.
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UROLOGICAL PROCEDURE. Kept appointment with Dr. Crotty, urologist. Doctors
suspect that my kidneys have become infected because I don't consume enough water, or l
am not urinating as freely and as much as I should. He ran some tubes down my penis, just
as Dr. Goodfriend did some 30 years ago. Dr. Goodfriend did this procedure twice without
any anesthesia at all ! Painful is not the right word. The second time I arrived at his office in
Los Gatos sweating profusely because I knew what was corning. I swore then that if I had to
go through that procedure again, I would just as soon die. The miracles of medicine! Not
nearly as painful as many years ago. Dr. Crotty gave me a local anesthesia which partially
numbs the groin area, instead of going in cold turkey. Of course, they surprised me, too. I
thought I was going in for a routine c heckup. When the nurse brought in a hospital gown and
asked me to take everything off except my socks, I realized that something serious was about
to happen. I asked to talk to the doctor, to explain what was going to happen. I did not know
they were going to do THAT procedure or I would have probably cancelled the appointment.
But that's probably why he is a doctor and I am not. He correctly interpreted that Old David
might not be too excited about someone putting tubes down his pee pee, and that he would
cancel. Thank God I didn't. Hurts a little bit but nothing like it used to hurt thirty years ago.

JANUARY 2003
Fri ., l .3

Appointment with Dr. Halperin. Right eye, problem since July 26, 2002.

Sun. , 1.5

Worked until noon. Took off afternoon to rest my eyes, preparing fo r "eye" procedure the next
day.

Mon., 1.6

Dr. Lewis, Santa Clara Kaiser. Eye problem. Consulation. Says eye is getting better. Does not
recommend surgery at this time.

Wed., 1.8

WEIGHT: 208. Sylvia Austin scale. 1 pm., after lunch.

Mon. , 1.13

Took Gloria to doctor. They kept her in hospital. Released on Tuesday, 1.14, at 5 pm.

Wed., 1.15

Appt. with Dr. Theneman. Followup to surgery.

Wed. , 1.22

David, hearing test, Bldg B. They have ascertained that hearin g had deteriorated beyond
hearing aid help. First discussion about Cochlear Implant. Doctor said he would contact
Oakland Kaiser and they would contact me. All I should do is wait for them to contact me.

Mon. , 1.27

Feeling very sick. Diarrhea. Very loose bowel movements at 3:30, 4:30, and 6:30am. Feeling
pains again. GAS-Xed 'em.

Thurs ., 1.30 Gloria to Urgent Care. Feeling very sick. Throwing up.
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FEBRUARY 2003
Wed., 2.19

Dr. Theneman appointment, 8: 15 am. Followup. Briefly, very briefly, discussed any problems
I might have. None recently. Shortest doctor's visit in my life. Doctor sat down, said everything
looked good. Did not examine me, ask me any questions, or offer any opinions. Nada! Five
minutes tops! And I was outa there. Very brief visit. Could have been done on the phone. I
felt like I was ripped off $20 worth and I expressed that to Gloria as we drove home.

Mon., 2.24

Appointment with Dr. Lewis, Santa Clara Kaiser. Checked my eyes. Said it was getting better.
Still not ready to do laser surgery.Mon., 2.24 Appointment with Dr. Lewis, Santa Clara
Kaiser. Checked my eyes. Said it was getting better. Still not ready to do laser surgery.

MARCH2003
No problems. No appointments.

APRIL2003
Wed., 4.2

Appt. with Dr. Lewis, Santa Clara Kaiser. Said my eye was getting better. Now recommending
that we do laser surgery. I said OK. It will cost me $250, co-payment. Surgery scheduled for
4.22.2003 at Santa Clara Kaiser Hospital. They will notify us of time and place a few days
before 4.22.

Mon., 4.14 Dr. John Lewis, Ophthalmologist, office called at about 6 PM asking if I could come in for
Vitrectomy surgery on the right eye on 4.15, instead of 4.22 as had been scheduled. OF
COURSE! I called Vida Nueva to notify Jose Huerta that the operation would be performed
the next day. I did not want to put it off any longer, so I jumped at the chance to do it sooner
Tues., 4.15

EYE SURGERY. Directed to be at Kaiser Santa Clara Hospital at 11 am. After all the preop maneuvering, X-rays, and whatever else they did, I was wheeled into the Operating Room
at 1:30PM, according to Gloria. She said I was "out of it and fast asleep way before 1:30."
The operation lasted about 90 minutes, she estimated. At about 3 PM she was notified that
I was in the recovery room. She came in to see me, then went to call our niece Doreen to come
take us home.
I was directed not to do any close computer work, not to drive a car. They gave me some pain
pills to take when the eye hurts as it recuperates from the surgery. Also some eye drops to take
4 times per day until the eye goes back to normal.
Also, to wear the eye shield and cotton patch for as long as the eye continues to "water" which
is normal for procedures of this type. I wear the patch to bed to avoid scratching the eye, and
sunglasses when I go outdoors. I have not driven my car since Mon., 4.14.
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DR. LEWIS appointment for post-operation checkup. Informed doctor about a small spot
in my vision. They diliated my right eye and he did a laser procedure. Small spot is still
there, but not as dark and seemingly smaller than before. They advise you not to drive after
dilation of eyes, but hell, driving drunk is worse than that. Dilation just messes up your
vision. Booze messes up your vision, your mind, judgment, etc. Piece of cake. Gave me
written order that I can return to work on Thursday, May 1, 2003, one week from today.
Drove my car for first time since 4.14.2003.

MAY2003
Wed., 5.21

3:30PM. Have kept my appointment with Dr. Lewis. Followups on eye surgery.
No major medical problems since then. Thank God .

•••••

The Forumeer
Memoes
Simon & Schuster
630 Fifth Ave.
New York City 10020.
Dear Sirs: Many thanks for your free copy
of NABAKOV'S TUERINA AND THE
COURTHOUSE RAID. Enclosed is our review of your publication. We are enclosing it
per your instructions. We shall welcome receiving all publications concerning the
Chicano.
--David Sierra
Editor, The Forumeer 4.5.71

***

Tony Gallegos.
7149 Pico Vista Blvd.
Pico Rivera, CA 90660
Ese Carnal: This is to serve as official
notice that you have been authorized by the
Past State Chaplain (and probably Past

Forumeer Editor, by now!) to officially beg,
borrow, or steal some tickets to the USCStanford football game at Memorial Coliseum, Los Angeles, on the evening of Oct. 11,
1969. Lots of interest in game around here.
Stanford is supposed to win this year (that's
the same story they've been giving us for the
past twelve years!).
Anyway, Tony, consigue los ticketes and
we '11 see you down there on Oct. 11. If you
can't con some unsuspecting USC alumnus
out of them, buy 'em and we'll reimburse you
for them. So far there are six (6) people from
here interested in going. Sino puedes
conseguir that many, just do the best you can
and maybe we can separate into two groups at
the ball game ... the drinkers and non-drinkers, protestants and catholics, Republicans and
Democrats, or bien parecidos y feos! Anyway,
try like hell and let me know what's shaking.
OK?
--E. David Sierra
Editor, The Forumeer 9.22.69
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Chuck Mayo,
Blind Golfer ...
Chuck Mayo is a man who cannot see, but
somehow he manages to play a very decent
game of golf.
If you read the fine print in the sports
section, his name is there because he always
seems to win something in annual golf tournaments for blind golfers.

On August 2 1, 1975, I received a letter from his
friend, San Jose attorney Jim Ono, a pretty good golfer
al so, to wit:
I would like to throw in an entry against JOE G.
LOPEZ (most congenial golfer?) and DAVID SIERRA
(Chief Hacker of all times). My playing partner, Charles
MAYO challenges both and will play blind-folded against
Lopez and Sierra. He will play Sierra scratch and request
eight (8) strokes from Lopez.
Please advise Lopez and Sierra of the challenge. Ask
them if they have the "huevos" to accept so that we can
meet to agree to terms.

Messy Jesse
Senator Jesse Helms ofNorth Carolina was quoted
in the national press as saying that President Clinton
better watch his back if he came to North Carolina.
I think President Clinton should have been in North
Carolina the next morning to see Senator Helms and ask
him point blank, "Just what in the hell did you mean by
that remark, Senator Helms?
I would've hounded him until he surfaced and answered my questions, and /or apologized for threatening
the president of the United States.
Personally, I wish Jesse Helms would visit San
Jose. I've always wondered what my ass would look
like if I shaved it, learned it to talk funny English,
stuck glasses on it, and wrapped a necktie around it.

--JIM ONO, Attorney
at law
Maynard, Rippen,
Hom & Ono
103 N. 4th St.,
San Jose, CA
95112
EDITOR'S
NOTES: Needless to
say, we did not take
him up on it. I don't
know aboutJoeLopez,
}
but I believe what I read
E. David Sierra
in the sports pages of
The Intended Victim
the San Jose MERCURY. I knew Mayo
had shot in the low 80's
in some "blind" tournaments. At that time, he could have
given me 50 strokes and come out winning.
Just because we are not talented golfers, nor expert
negotiators does not mean that we cannot read and
comprehend what we are reading in the sports pages.
Some of us just look a lot dumber than we are, Mr. Ono.

How to Save MAPA
Editorial, March 5, 1966
EL EXCENTRICO magazine.

WORLD'S SHORTEST
EDITORIAL
The San Jose papers have been full of news recently
about the Mexican American community and its problems with the War on Poverty.
Now there is a new iron in the fire. Friday Aguilera,
MAP A President, has been censured for voting against
the firing of Mr. Arthur Potts, Executive Director of the
Economic Opportunity Commission.
We think that most of MAPA's problems can be
solved simply by throwing out all the Gavachos in the
organization ! !
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Bob Mathias
The Football Player
73 yards.
ob Mathias of Tu lare, California, the
Against arch rival V isalia, Mathias had 33 carries for
Olympic Decathlon Champion in 1948
229
yards, an average of 6.8 yards per carry, as he Jed
and 1952, was one of the best high school
the Redskins to a 33-12 victory over the Pioneers.
athletes of his generation.
THE FINAL SEASON
I grew up and went to
In the 194 7 seaso n.
high school about 25 mi les
Mathias' sen ior year, he caraway. The very first time I
ried the baJJ I 17 times for a
became aware of Mathias
total of 889 yards on running
was in 1947 when I happened
plays, gaining more yardage
to turn on the radio on a Satthan
all opposing ballcarriers
urday afternoon and T ulare
combined, averaging over 6
was playing the now defunct
yards per carry.
Fresno Tech High School in
Seven teams gained 668
a third round game of the
yards running against Tulare,
Visalia Invitational Basketwhile the Redskins gained
ball Tournament.
1,663 yards with a vaunted
The game remains in my
ground attack featuring the
mind becauselrememberthe
future O lympic Decathlon
announcer saying that Tulare
champion.
was starting their All Bobs
T he va unted Tulare
Lineup, consisting of Bob
High running game was
Mathias, Bob Hoegh, Bob
made possible by a huge line
Paddock, Bob Abercrombie,
anchored bySimlnnes,6'4",
and another Robert.
250 lb. tackle, who would
Many, many years later,
become the 1952 Olympic
mainly out of curiousi ty, I
discus champion.
decided to research old newsTulare's opponents passed
papers (Fresno Bee, Tulare
450
yards but they threw
for
Advance Register, Visalia
more than twice as many
Times Delta) to see how
passes. Tul are's opponents
Bob Mathias
dominant Mathias had been
threw l 03 passes, completed
at the high school level.
In his senior year at T ulare Union High School, 28, and had lO intercepted. Tulare passed for435 yards.
throwing 52, completed 22, and had six intercepted.
Bob Mathias led his Redskins football team to an
Three of those interceptions were against San Luis
undefeated San Joaquin League season.
Obispo, and all three resulted in SLO Tigers touchThe Redskins defeated Delano, 14-0, in their fina l
downs .
game of the league season, with M athi as carry ing 20
Passing and running, East Bakersfield, Corcoran,
times for 174 yards, netting 8.7 yards per carry, scoring
Porterville, San Luis Obispo, Visalia, and
Hanford,
both touchdowns, and completing four of six passes for

B
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Delano gained 1,116 yards. Tulare gained 2,098 yards.
Tulare scored 22 touchdowns, 14 by Mathias, for a
total of 81 points.
Mathias had 8 scoring runs of 15 yards or over.
His longest gainer was a 95-yard kickoff return
against Hanford. A 90-yarder vs. San Luis Obispo and
a 68-yarder against Delano were called back because of
penalties.
He ran 67 yards to a teedee against Delano, 67
yards against Visalia; and had runs of 22, 70, and 61
yards against Porterville.
athias' last high school game was
against Roosevelt of Fresno in the
San Joaquin Valley semi-final playoffs at
Mineral King Bowl, Visalia. This was one of the very
few times in his athletic career that Bob Mathias did not
rise to the occasion.
The Rough Riders won 19-12 to advance to the
valley finals against Bakersfield and future USC star
Frank Gifford, who had beaten Fresno High and future
California All American Les Richter, 14-13.

M

TULARE SEASON RECORD
Tulare 14 East Bakersfield 13
Tulare 12 Corcoran 0
Tulare 34 Porterville 6
Tulare 13 Hanford 6
Tulare 26 San Luis Obispo 20
Tulare 33 Visalia 12
Tulare 14 Delano 0
1947 SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY
PLAYOFFS
Fresno Roosevelt 19 Tulare 12
PREP SCHOOL

Robert Bruce Mathias was an exceptional athlete,
but not an exceptional student. After Tulare High School,
and the 1948 Olympics at London, he enrolled at K.iski
Prep in Pennsylvania. He played football and track at
Kiski, and was honored as their outstanding athlete in
both sports.
Stanford University
At Stanford he became the starting fullback on a
team which went 9-1 during the regular season, losing to
arch rival California and then to lllinois 40-7 in the Rose
Bowl on January 1, 1952.

Mathias' 96-yard touchdown run on a kickoff
return in the 1951 USC game put Stanford in the
Rose Bowl.
He averaged 25.4 yards on 17 kickoff returns for 432
yards.
Season Record:
Stanford 27 Oregon 20
Stanford 26 San Jose State 13
Stanford 23 Michigan 13
Stanford 21 UCLA 7
Stanford 21 Santa Clara 14
Stanford 14 Washington 7
Stanford 23 Washington State 13
Stanford 27 USC 20
Stanford 35 Oregon State 14
Stanford 7
California 20
Robert Bruce Mathias joined the U.S. Marine Corps.
After his honorable discharge from the Marines, he was
elected to the U.S. House of Representatives representing a district in central California. • • • • •

The Limo
The friends of Victor Garza used to talk about him all
the time, how unsophisticated he was despite claiming
to be a college graduate with more than one master's
degree. Below is another incident which happened to
further convince us that our friend Victor should have
gone to Mrs. Burke's Finishing School after finishing up
in the Mexican American Studies Program at San Jose
State.

• ••••
ayor Susan Hammer was being bon
ored at a fundraiser by Radio KAZA
owner Alberto Rodriguez. EEOC Commissioner Tony Gallego was going to be in town from
Washingtn, D.C. Tony was to be Sid Haro's guest at a
MAGA golf tournament at Laguna Seca golf course
near Monterey. The rest of the foursome was me and
Victor Garza.
Rodriguez wanted Tony Gallegos as a guest of
honor at the dinner. He agreed to loan Sid Haro his
limousine for the day to get Gallegos to the golf
course and back to the Hammer fundraiser.

M
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We agreed to meet at the LeBaron Hotel for breakfast. The limousine was to pick us up there. Gallegos, of
course, is used to being hauled around town in a limo. As
a high ranking government official, his perks entitle him
to one.
While we were having breakfast, a long white limousine pulled up to the front of the hotel. We could see
it from the restaurant. Victor Garza sprang to his feet and
walked rapidly to meet the limo driver who was entering
the hotel.
.. Over here! Over here! .. he shouted to the driver.
The driver faced him and asked, .. Mr. Sullivan? ..
ictor sheepishly turned around and came
back into the restaurant. We were laugh
ing at him for having jumped to the conclusion that if a limo was there, it must certainly be for us.
We chided him for it.
.. Victor, .. I said, .. when the limo driver arrives, he
will come into the restaurant and ask for the Gallegos
party. That's us. Meanwhile, just relax and enjoy your
breakfast! ..
I couldn't believe how unsophisticated this guy was.
Finally, another limo arrived. The gentleman went to the
restaurant host and asked for the Gallegos party and was
escorted to our table.
Victor jumped up at once. Sid and I had arrived later
and started eating later than the others so we were not
through with breakfast yet. .. Hey, you guys, hurry, our
limo is here! .. Victor said.

V

"Victor, be patient," I chided him again, "it's a
limousine, it's not the number 70 bus to Salsipuedes!
We travel on our schedule, not his. He's ours for the
day. Relax, man!"
Garza hurried to his white Cadillac to unload his
clubs and put them in the trunk of the limousine. Mr.
Haro, showing much more class, gave the limo driver
the keys to his Lincoln town car, told him which automobile it was, and told him to unload two sets of clubs (his
and mine) and put them in the limo. The driver did as
instructed.
Gallegos called for a bellhop, gave him his room
keys and asked him to bring his clubs down from his
room on the 7th floor.
Finally, we were on our way. The driver headed out
highway 101 toward San Francisco. As he was passing
the San Jose Airport, I mentioned to the other riders that
perhaps the driver didn't knowwhere we were going.
This was certainly not the fastest way to Rancho Laguna

459

Typical Chicano?
It was Jim Plunkett's junior year at Stanford.
This was the year that Stanford was going to beat
the hated Trojans of USC and go to the Rose
bowl.
The game was played in the Los Angeles
Memorial Coliseum in front of more than 80,000
spectators. Late in the fourth period, with Stanford
leading 24-23 and about to get a win over the
Trojans, USC's Ron Ayala kicked a field goal
with the clock running down to 00:00.
Tony Gallegos, Ted Sierra, and David Sierra
were among the fans. As we were leaving the
stadium, we overheard the following conversation:
CHICANO: .. Those guys got it on out there
for 60 minutes and didn't settle a damned thing
until Ayala metio Ia pata. ese! ..
OTRO: .. Nuestra raza. carnal! Todo
arreglamos a patadas! ..

Seca. We finally got through to him that he was going the
wrong way on U.S. 101, and he got off the highway and
where we were going. This was certainly not the fastest
way to Rancho Laguna Seca. We finally got through to
him that he was going the wrong way on U.S. 101, and
he got off the highway and back on, headed south.

When we arrived at the golf course, many of the
MAGA members were warming up prior to starting
their round of golf. Some were using the putting
green. They, of course, were aware that a long white
limousine had pulled up into the parking lot and
some were craning their necks waiting to see who
emerged from the car• .Just us Meskins!
The driver told us that he had instructions to do
whatever we wanted him to and to get us whatever we
needed. Victor told him to get us some big fat cigars.
Then he quickly pulled his clubs from the limousine's
trunk and went into the clubhouse to notify everyone he
knew that the limo was ours. We ordered a case of ice
cold Heineken beer and one of Miller Lite beer for our
ride home.
The golf game was another disaster for me. I faded
badly after the 11th hole and Tony Gallegos did it to me
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again, but we had a lot of fun. It's the company that
matters, not the game nor the location, nor the score, is
my axiom.
We walked off the 18th green, gave our golf gear to
the driver, and entered the clubhouse. The driver was
standing there waiting for us to finish our boozing and to
take us back to the AI Rodriguez residence high up in the
hills adjacent to the San Jose Country Club.
hen we got back to our limousine, the
ice chest under the back seat was
filled to the brim with ice cold beer. A
box of long black cigars was on the rear seat. We, of
course, helped ourselves to one and started blowing
smoke.
Billie Contreras walked over to the car, climbed in
the back seat, got a cold beer, and wanted to ride back to
San Jose with us, but we said no because there was going
to be a lot of .. man talk .. going on and we didn't want to
have to hold our tongues because of her.
As we were driving north on Highway 1 toward U.S.
101, Victor was opening the window and waving to the
MAGA members' cars that were passing us honking
their horns.

W

"Show some class, Victor! Just open the window
a little bit," I said, "and flick some cigar ashes at the
poor bastards. Don't wave. Don't let them think that
they are equal to us. Que se chingen!"
omebody needed to go to the pee pee room as
we were approaching Morgan Hill so the
driver got off the freeway and motored north
on Monterey Highway, stopping at the San Martin Inn.
Not feeling the urge, I stayed in the car. When the guys
came back, Sid was laughing at Victor.
,.Que hizo tu guru esta vez? .. I asked him, knowing
that Victor had committed another societal error.

S

"Como esta tapado mi guru!," he said,
"He is telling all those chuntaros in there that
the limousine is ours, and that Tony Gallegos
is a high government official. You think they
give a damn?" he laughed.
A small group of Mexicanos came outside the bar to
look at the car, with Victor regaling them with information about Tony Gallegos and how important he was in
Washington, D.C.
We finally coaxed Victor back into the limo so we
could continue our trip north. The plan was for us to take

Tony Gallegos back to the LeBaron, wait for him while
he showered and changed, and then go up to Al
Rodriguez's house for the Hammer reception.
As soon as we arrived at the hotel, Victor jumped out
of the limo, retrieved his clubs from the trunk, and left.
For some reason, he did not want to go up to Al's house
for the mayor's reception. And he didn't want to discuss
it. Por gue no? Quien sabe?
We got back into the limo and the driver went east on
McKee Road. He seemed to know where he was going
so we didn't say anything. After a short while he was up
in the hills overlooking the San Jose Country Club. We
were chatting away, a mile a minute, and ignoring our
driver.
..1 bet Victor didn't come because he thought he
would have to pay $100 to get in! .. I opined.
Sid and Tony just laughed. We knew damned well
we were going to be Al's guests. No one was going to
pay.
After about a half hour of roaming around, all over
the hills, it became quite obvious that the limo driver had
no clue where AI Rodriguez lived. He kept driving
around and around, into dead end streets, into cui de
sacs, and back over the same streets. It had gotten dark.
We finally convinced him to go back down to
McKee Road, go to a phone and find out where AI lived
and take us there. His office was closed. He was getting
very desperate. Making calls all over the place. Finally,
he tracked somebody down and got instructions on how
to find the Rodriguez residence.

y the time we arrived at Al's house it
was close to 10 PM. Most of the guests
had left. Only Mayor Hammer, AI
Rodriguez, and few others remained. We were starving. They fed us. We said a few words to the mayor,
and she left.

B

It was probably just as well. The mayor was a
staunch democrat. Gallegos was a Ronald Reagan appointee and he probably would not have looked kindly
on saying nice things about a Democratic mayor who's
no particular friend of Chicanos to begin with.
The limo driver took us back to the LeBaron Hotel
where our day had begun.
The question remained: Why did Victor Garza not
want to attend a reception at the home of his friend AI
Rodriguez? Who knows? • • • • •
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Eulogy - Antonio Sergio Cerna
When Antonio Sergio Cerna, my compadre,
passed away in early 1972, our good mutual
friend Miguel Donoso, called and asked if I
would eulogize him at the memorial services. Of
course I agreed. This is what I said:
migos y amigas, we are assembled this
evening to pay our last respects to a
very dear friend, Antonio Sergio Cerna.
The gentlemen standing here are members of the American GI Forum, an organization to which Mr. Cerna gave
many years of dedicated service.
Nuestro hermano Antonio was 31 years of age. He
was born in Eagle Pass, Texas, the son of Mr. and Mrs.
Petronio Cerna.
He is survived by his wife, Sylvia Cerna; his children, Cynthia Torres Cerna, Joseph Torres Cerna; and
Christina and Cathleen Cerna. He also leaves his brothers Richard and Armando Cerna, and his sister, Mrs.
'
Rosa Saenz.

A

Antonio graduated from Eagle Pass High
School and attended Texas A&M University
for two years. He was a United States Army
veteran.
He was a member of Santa Clara Chapter of the
American GI Forum, the Community Service Organization the Mexican American Political Association, and
'
the Minority Business Students of San Jose State. Tony
was a senior at San Jose State, majoring in Business
Finance, and would have graduated in the fall of 1972.
We feel a very deep loss in the passing of Antonio
Cerna. He was a quiet, well mannered and confident
man, possessing human characteristics always of value
in a close friend.
The beautiful cancion Mexicana, DESDE QUE
DIOS AMANECE, says:
"Desde que Dios amanece,
desde que Dios amanece
me paso pensando en ti,
Pasan y pasan los meses,

pasan y nunca he
podido
hacermeolvidarde
ti."
Another verse says:
"Cuatro estaciones
al afio,
cuatro estaciones
al afi.o
los tiempos hacen
cambiar,
Siempre hay un
nuevo verano,
siempre sucede Ia
ANTONIO SERGIO
calma
CERNA
despues de Ia
1941-1972
tempestad."
It is these inspiring words that we should recall as we contemplate the
years ahead without our departed friend, husband,
brother, classmate, and son. Whatever loss we may feel
now we were better men and women for having known
'
him.
If nuestro Dios, todopoderoso, chose to take him
just as he was in the dawn of his development intellectually, and in the prime of his life physically, is not
for us to question.
e only knew him for a few short years
and we wi ll miss him very much.
Those who knew him all of his life, his
immediate family , his boyhood friends, and those who
loved him, will miss him much more than we.
Nothing we can say this evening can replace Antonio Cerna. It can only serve to assure those to whom he
was closest that there were others, perhaps unknown to
you, who also shared your admiration, your love, and
your respect for this fine man.
We cannot stand before an assemblage such as this
and profess love for another man. We can only say that
we admired him, we respected him, and immensely

W
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--E. David Sierra

valued his friendship. And in a sense, that is love. And
that is what we feel.
Our stay on earth is altogether too brief compared to
what has transpired before our birth and what will occur
after we are gone. It is for these reasons that we should
endeavor to live a meaningful and useful life. A li fe
dedicated to the service of mankind and being the ki nd
of man whose children Jove and respect him and whose
friends know him as a ded icated friend of those Jess
fortunate.
When our time comes we will want to have contributed to our fellow man as has Antonio Sergio
Cerna.
ur carnal was many things. As a youth
he was an outstanding high school ath
lete and a young man w ith a burning desire
for higher education.
In the United States Army he was a dedicated soldier
who served his country well and was honorably discharged.
As a man he was a responsible and loving father, a
fa ithful husband , and a Chicano intensely proud of his
raza and their culture.
Just a few short months ago, Tony took his wife and
children to Mexico, to visit the cultural treasures of that

0

land ' and to instill in his children the Jove for their
heritage which he learned as a student of Mexico.
George L. Banks once wrote:
"I Jive for those who Jove me, for those who know
me true,
For the Heaven that smiles above me, and waits
my spirit too ;
For the cause that Jacks assistance,
for the wrong that needs resistance,
for the future in the distance,
AND THE GOOD THAT I CAN DO.
And that ... amigos y ami gas .. is how we want to
remember our departed hermano ... Antonio Sergio
Cerna.
Muchas gracias!

.....

Fortune
By the accident offortune a man may
rule the world for a time, but by virtue
of love he may rule the world forever.

--Lao-Tse
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An Open Letter

To: San Jose GI Forum
From: Blanca Alvarado
The Leader, San Jose GI Forum newsletter
March 1986

EDITOR'S NOTES: I had written some
very derogatory articles about our San Jose City
Councilwoman Blanca Alvarado and her proposed "Free Enterprise Zone" on the east side
because we looked at it as an excuse to get rid of
the Thunderbird Golf Course on King Road
which Chicanos used all the time. Nothing personal against the councilwoman, just an all out
effort to save the golf course.
I invited her to use space in our newsletter
any time she wanted to reply to our accusations
about her actions. She fi nally took us up on it in
March 1986. This is what she wrote us in our
newsletter:

Dear Forumeers:
Over the past several months articles have
appeared in your organization's newsletter which
contain statements which were misleading and/
or inaccurate.
s the City Council Representati ve for
District 5, I take my responsibilities to
my constituents very seriously. Consistent
with my campaign pledges made during the 1982 election, I remain committed to the economic and physical
rev italization of East San Jose.
Our business districts over a period of20 years have
suffered various degrees of economic distress and many
of our neighborhoods suffer from physical blight as
well.
Finally, East San Jose residents suffer from an
unemployment rate that traditionally is three times the

A

city's average.
These conditions are unacceptable and as the
Councilmember for District 5, I have worked toward
implementing a legislative agenda aimed at upgrading
our business districts and neighborhoods, as well as
attracting badly needed jobs for my constituents.
One part of this effort includes the development of
a privately owned small business incubator facility
wherein expanding and small business start-ups can
locate and prosper due to reduced overhead resulting
from shared services. These small businesses would
benefit additionally, from bridge financing, technical
and management assistance.

private partnership consisting of the
owners of th e Thunderbird golf
course and South Bay Development and
Construction Company have submitted an application for a rezoning of the Thunderbird golf course
site to construct a n industrial park consistent with
the General Plan designation of light industrial.

A

The application is currently in process, including the
environmental impact report and, therefore, has not
received a final review by the Planning Department.
I am also in support of the State of California
Enterprise Zone program. This program is targeted to
assist economically depressed areas of San Jose and will
provide State incentives in conjunction with local incentives, to stimulate investment for business growth, physical revital ization and job creation.
I have Jed the charge to have East San Jose included
in the Enterprise Zone Program in order that we may
benefit through this type of job producing opportunities.
Overall, I have made major inroads in encouraging
private investment of dollars into East San Jose. I
believe it is good public policy to insure that private/
public dollars are invested in our area as they are in other
parts of the city.
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With the above general background, I would like
to respond to several specific statements made in
your newsletters which are either false or misleading:
1. In all of the articles in The Leader, the writer states
that it is the position of the GI Forum that the Thunderbird
site should remain a golf course. While I am understanding of this position, it should be emphasized that the
Thunderbird is under private ownership. The City of San
Jose does exercise land-use jurisdiction through the
general plan and zoning process, but the City cannot
compel the property owners to maintain the site as a golf
course.
I am in agreement that there is a shortage of golf
courses in the San Jose area. I have indicated to your
civic affairs committee that I will continue to support the
development of additional golf courses on City-owned
land. A feasibility study to accomplish this goal is
currently underway and is scheduled to be completed
soon.

"In '80 and '82, I ran
on a jobs platform ... ''
2. Several references have been made in The Leader
stating that I have made commitments to developers on
this site. In 1981 I voted to change the General Plan
designation for this site to light industrial because there
had been several previous attempts by developers to
develop the site for higher density residential units. I
have opposed residential development at the Thunderbird
site and supported the light industrial designation because I continue to feel that East San Jose needs jobs.
The area around Thunderbird golf course is already
severely impacted with substandard multi-family housing units, and any additional housing in the subject site
would further exacerbate the problems in this neighborhood.
he next step in the development pro
cess is the rezoning. I will not support
the zoning application unless it is consistent with the General Plan and is a quality development which is properly integrated with the surrounding neighborhoods.
3. In your newsletters of July 1985 and September
1985, statements were made thatarezoningwouldresult
in high-rise apartments being built. The writer is absolutely wrong. Residential development would not be

T

legal under the current General Plan and would not be
allowed without a change.
The current application on file is for an industrial
development and no residential development would be
allowed under the application on file. Finally, as stated
beforehand, I have opposed residential development on
this site and will continue to do so.
4. My position on this matter has been part of the
public record since I assumed office. I ran on a jobs
platform in 1980, and in 1982. My campaign materials
clearly outlined my position with regard to job creation
strategies, and my voting record reflects the same.
n your newsletter of July 1985, it is implied
that I may benefit financially from any de
velopment in the area because of a business on
Alum Rock A venue. The truth of the matter is that I sold
my business in 1984 in order to avoid actual or perceived
conflict of interest.
I am dedicated to the revitalization of Alum Rock
Avenue for reasons of community improvement and not
for any reason of personal gain. The implications in your
newsletter are totally incorrect and without merit.
5. The September 1985 newsletter states that
thousands of East San Jose residents may lose their
homes under the Enterprise Zone program. This is
very clearly NOT the case and the writer would have
known as much had he done accurate research on the
subject.
Commercial and Industrial development is targeted
in areas clearly outlined in the Enterprise Zone application, including the East Santa Clara I Alum Rock commercial corridor with the industrial development slated
for the Mabury Road area as well as the old cannery sites
in Central San Jose.
The Enterprise Zone program only seeks to accelerate and channel development already identified
on the City's General Plan. All zoning requirements
would continue to be enforced.
6. In your January '86 newsletter you failed once
again to accurately disclose all the details regarding the
much discussed and politicized audit of the City Venture
Corporation.
While it is true that the City Auditor recommended that the Council attempt to recover what the
auditor cited as disallowed costs, the Finance Committee recommended no action pending review by
BUD on a cost allocation plan to be submitted by City
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Venture Corporation.
You made it appear as if the City venture costs are
illegal or disallowable. In many instances what may
appear to be "questionable" costs are eventually deemed
al lowable after a satisfactory explanation has been provided. The city council voted to allow City Ve nture this
opportunity.
t is my understanding that the San Jose
GI Forum h as, on some occasions been
accused of having questionable costs, only to
be cleared after appropriate and/or clarifying information has been provided.
1 summary, I do not understand, nor will I continue
to tolerate, what has become a smear campaign against
me and my integrity. I find it incredulous that the
membership of the GI Forum would allow this type of
demagoguery and distorted reporting to occur in your
newsletter, and that your Editor is allowed free rein to
use the newspaper to arouse fear, paranoia and distrust
among its membership and in the community.
I have been a strong supporter of the GI Forum and
it s programs and will continue to do so on the merits of
your contributions to our community. As a member of
the City Council, I intend to continue performing my
duties with the highest degree of professional ism.
believe the GI Forum has an equal respon
sibility in assuring that fair and accurate
reporting is reflected in a newsletter that by
its very name (The Leader) ought to set a standard of
excellence we can all be proud of.
I invite your readers and members to call me for
further informatin. I can be reached at 277-5157. I am
also available to attend a General Membership Meeting.
Sincerely,
--BLANCA ALVARADO
Councilmember, C ity of San Jose

I
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EDITOR'S NOTES: Here we are
twenty years later. As you drive by the
site of the golf course, is there "high rise"
housing there, as we said there would be,
or were we lying? Of course, the councilwoman can always say that it was "other"
councilmembers who voted toputitthere.
Irregardless, it is there, que no?
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Where's Dinuba?
MywifeGioriaandi weredriving to Woodlake.
We decided to stop at a small fast food place in
Reedley to use thei r bathroom. Just as we entered,
a very attractive young lady, wearing a lettermen's
sweater with a big "R" walked in justin front of us.
When we came out of the bathroom and lined up
to buy two glasses of orange juice, she was waiting
to take our order.
I decided to strike up a conversation with the
pretty young lady.
"What's a nice looki ng young lady like you
working for in a place like this?" I asked her.
"Money, and all the burgers I can eat! she
smiled sweetly,
I decided to u·y another question , one that I
already knew the answer to.
"Where's Dinuba?" I asked, inquiring about a
town 4 miles away.
"Fifth place in the North Shasta League. Yaaay,
Reedley !" she replied.
End of conversation. • • • • •

Exit Summary
Report
I was assigned to participate in a "Peer
Review" of an alcohol/drugs recovery program
in San Jose. We reviewed resident records,
office procedures, kitchen regulations, etc.
In one Exit Summary Report a resident in
a drug rehab program had left in the middle of
the night. Just tl1rew his possessions into a large
plastic bag and went out the back door and into
the night
The following day , filling out an Exit Summary Report, under Exit Conditions his former
counselor wrote: Reason for Leaving-- Could
not figure out how to say goodbye!
--E. David Sierra
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San Jose G-1 F:oru_m_ F:ouo_d_er·s- P;la_que
At the 1979 San Jose GI Forum installation of officers dinner at Lou's Village, outgoing
chairman David Sierra presented two large plaques to the membership:
One, bearing the names of the founding members of San Jose GI Forum on the 20th
anniversary of its founding, honors those who started our great organization. Receiving
the plaque on behalf of the founding members was E. Ike Hernandez, then a Captain in
the San Jose Police Department.
The other plaque includes the names of members who have served as Chairman from
1959-1960 to the present. Each year the new chairman's name will be added to the plaque.
The founders plaque honors these founders, and is inscribed:

San Jose GI ForuiD
Chartered June 27, 1959
In Tribute to the Charter Members
Dedicated August 10, 1979
Dan Campos
David Garcia
Salvador Ramirez
Reyes Gutierrez
Louis Castro
Eugenio Ayala
Charles Atler
Ted Cazares
Ernest Vasquez
J. Hector Moreno
Joe Puentes
Louis Mosqueda
Edward Camunez
Paul Gonzales
Juan Rivera
Herbert Martin

Robert Rodriguez
Felix Leon
Marcos Castaneda
Ernie Salazar
Ismael Vasquez
John Garza
Alexander Bailon
Orville Valencia
MaxRuiz
John Ramirez
Frank Martinez
Fred Martinez
Manuel Ramirez
John Hernandez
Joe Garza
Eusebio "Ike" Hernandez

CON SAFOS -- A CHICANO'S JOURNEY THROUGH LIFE IN CALIFORNIA

467

TIM PLUNKETT HONORED
March 1971

Stanford QB
Wins Reisman
Memorial Trophy
im Plunkett, a product of San Jose's east
side where he went to Lee Mathson Jr. High
School, Overfelt H.S. and graduated from James
Lick High, was awarded the 1971 Heisman Trophy as
the nation's best collegiate football player. He led his
Stanford University team to an outstanding season,
high I ighted by an upset 27 -1 7 victory in the Rose Bow1
over the heavily favored Ohio State Buckeyes.
I was editor of THE F ORUMEER, the American
G I Forum's nationally distributed newspaper. I headlined an article PLUNKET GANA EL HEISMAN.
Shortly thereafter I received a letter from Congressman Don Edwards (D-Cal) who wrote that he had
inserted my article into the Congressional Record. I sent
acopyofTHEFORUMEERandCongressmanEdwards'
letter to Bob Murphy, athletic publicity director at
Stanford, and mentioned that the rnissus and I would be
mightily pleased to see the Stanford-Ohio State game in
the Rose Bowl but that we had no tickets. Send $18,
Murphy wrote me, and I will see what I can do. Zip!
On Dec. 27, we drove to Los Angeles to watch the
overmatched Stanford I ndians (11 point underdogs
if my memory serves me) take on the best team in
Ohio State history.
l remember telling Gloria that if Ohio State won by
just 11 points which is w hat the bookmakers said, it
should be considered a moral victory for the Indians. If
you've had your head in the sand for the past forty years
or you do not follow sports, you don't know that Stanford
won by 10 in one of the biggest upsets in American
spons history.
THE HEISMAN -- Later in the year it was announced that Jim Plunkett of Stanford Un iversity had
won the Heisman Trophy. Popping its community shirt
buttons, the City of San Jose hastily put a community
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Jim Plunkett, QB, Stanford
dinner together and somehow or other, as Chairman of
San Jose GI Forum, I was invited to sit at the head table
and make a presentation on behalf of our chapter and
South San Jose GI Forum, chaired by my good buddy,
Fred Alani s.
I sat next to Jack Shultz, who was a defensive back
on that courageous band of Stanford Indians who butted
heads with John Brockington, Jack Tatum, Rex Kern,
Leo Hayden, Jim Stillwagon and prevailed over the
mighty Ohio State Buckeyes. I'm not a Stanford fan (Go,
UCLA) but I was mighty proud of those bookworms
who whipped the football factory Buckeyes of Woody
Hayes. This was probably the best football team in Ohio
State history, but the Indians prevailed.
When I presented our trophy to Plunkett (goddamn,
he's big ... he's built like a pro tackle !) I said, "If you need
help negotiating your contract with Billy Sulli van of the
New E ngland Patriots, get in touch with your fellow
Chicano, Cesar C havez. He knows how to negotiate
contracts."
That remark, in that room, went over like Liberace
in a gang fight.
In the March 197 1 issue of THE FORUMEER, I
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wrote:

San Jose, South San Jose
GI Forums Honor
Reisman Winner
Jim Plunkett
SAN JOSE, CALIF. -- San Jose's favorite son,
Stanford Quarterback Jim Plunkett, architect of the
Indians' victory over heavily favored Ohio State in the
1971 Rose bowl, was honored on Feb. 17th by the people
of his hometown.

an Jose and South San Jose GI Forum
Chapters, represented by chairmen
David Sierra and Fred Alanis, joined national, state, county and city officials in paying tribute to the big Chicano AU American at a Hyatt House
banquet attended by nearly 1,000 admirers of the
Reisman Trophy recipient.
FORUMEER editor and SJ Chapter Chairman Sierra shared the head table with Plunkett, San Jose Mayor
Ron James, Stanford coach John Ralston, State Senator
Alquist, Plunkett's Stanford teammate Jack Shultz, and
other honored guests.

S

Take Out Some Helium
Sid Haro, Director of Vida Nueva Alcohol/Drugs
Recovery Home, was always blowing hot air up Victor
Garza's ass to inflate his ego and make him feel important. Then he used him to do whatever Sid needed done.
Garza never seemed to be aware that he was being
manipulated.
One day Sid was telling me that Francisco Garcia,
Vice President of the American Savings Bank downtown had been doing a lot of favors for Vida Nueva and
he wanted to do Garcia a favor.
When we met Victor Garza at Naco's Taco's for
lunch, he mentioned to Victor about Garcia doing some
good things for us.
"Hey, buddy," he told Victor very seriously, "te voy
a tener gue sacar poco helium a ti para meterselo a

Congratulatory telegrams were received from President Nixon, California Governor Ronald Reagan, Boston Patriots president Billy Sullivan, Patriots quarterback Joe Kapp (otro buen Chicano!), San Francisco
49ers quarterback John Brodie and many others.
resenting the San Jose-South San Jose
Chapters plaque to the huge Tribe gridder,
Sierra said "in the Chicano community about
the best tribute you can pay your fellow man is to say that
he is 'un hombre con corazon, a man of heart' ... And Jim
has it.

P

Also ... we would like to give this remarkable
young man a bit of advice. Jim, if you need help
negotiating your professional football contract
with Billy Sullivan and the Boston Patriots, we
suggest you get in touch with your fellow Chicano
... CESAR CHAVEZ!"
EDITOR'S NOTE: To add insult to injury, the next
day's San Jose MERCURY NEWS gave credit to AI
Garza of the GI Forum for the remarks and presentation!
My complaint to Gloria after reading the San Jose
MERCURY the next morning was, "How am I ever
going to get famous this way?"
"You're not, dearie. You're a nobody. Get used to it,"
she said. • • • • •

Pancho. (I'm gonna have to take a little Helium out of
you and put it into Pancho). You don't mind do you?"
Quite seriously, Victor replied, "No, Sid .... I don't
care. If I did care, you're gonna do it anyway, cabron!"

Greek Mythology
I was discussing a book I was reading
with a Vida Nueva resident when he
mentioned that he liked reading Greek
Mythology.
A few hours later he brought me a paper
he had written about Greek Mythology.
''Who taught you that?" I asked.
"10 years at San Quentin," he replied.
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Ruben Salazar
Sept. 1970

The Forumeer

An Editorial

LaMuerte de
Ruben Salazar

T

he
nationally
publicized
Chicano
Moratorium
in
Los
Angeles on August 29th began peacefully
enough. Thousands of Mexicanos, Chicanos, Mexican
Americans, Hispanos, madrecitas, padrecitos, hijos, hijas,
tias, tios, primos, and tapados, vatos locos, Tio Tacos,
interested, disinterested, students, working people, unemployed people, vendidos, and dedos de los chotas
marched slowly down Whittier Blvd. to Laguna Park in
LA's eastside.
They were there, some from as far away as Spanish Harlem, to hear speakers such as Rosalio Mufioz,
former UCLA student body president; Cesar Chavez;
and Corky Gonzalez expound on the concern of the
Mexican American community across America over
the large numbers of Chicanos being drafted and
killed in an undeclared war in southeast Asia.
They were concerned over the loss of the cream-ofthe-crop of their young manhood in days when our Raza
needs every intelligent, clear-thinking, involved, courageous individual it can muster to fight the battle to
improve housing in the barrios, to seek a more relev~nt
education for our Chicanitos, and redress the social
injustices being visited upon us (Remember Judge
Chargin?).

CASUALTIES AT HOME
As in Vietnam, where the numbers of Mexicanos
killed and wounded in action are disproportionate to our
numbers in the total population of the U.S.; in Los
Angeles also we lost one of our very best.
Ruben Salazar, a reporter for the Los Angeles TIMES
and news director of KMEX, Spanish language television station, was killed by a tear gas canister fired into an
eastside cafe.
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The police themselves have admitted that the type of
canister fired into the cafe carries specific instructions
that it is NOT to be used against people.
The Mexican American community questions
whether a police officer who is over 21 and literate in
English can disregard instructions printed (in English)
on his weapon and then demand that Mexican Americans who are undereducated (according to the U.S.
Government's own facts and figures) to obey a verbal
instruction to disperse, reperse, unperse, or uxperse,
when they are excited and angry.
-NOTICE(Opinions expressed in this editorial are those of the
writer, and should not be construed as opinion or policy
of the American GI Forum or any of its chapters.)
--E. David Sierra
Editor, THE FORUMEER

Wine Expert
EL EXCENTRICO Magazine
April 5, 1964
A few weeks ago a man walked into the Villa Roma
Delicatessen on Fourth Street and bought a small bottle
of cheap wine. He took it across the street to a certain
barber shop and offered the man in the frrst chair a drink.
The barber took a healthy gulp, swallowed, and blurted
out, "Dave, you damned wino! That's TOKAY!"
"Don't call ME a wino, Joe!" I replied, "I have to look
at the label to tell what I'm drinking. YOU know what
kind it is even if the bottle is in a paper bag!!"
Joe Quinones is a w-w-w-w .... w---!

Noise is Torture
The amount of noise which anyone can
bear undisturbed stands in inverse
proportion to his mental capacity, and
may therefore be regarded as a pretty
fair measure of it. Noise is a torture to
all intellectual people.
--Arthur Schopenhauer
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Retract ••• or Else!
January 15, 1973
EDITOR'S NOTES: AlbertJ. Rivera, attorney at
law, Alamogordo, New Mexico, had defended gas
station owner Perry Brunson who was accused of
killing a Chicano in Otero County, New Mexico. Mrs.
Edna Vega and other Forum activists considered Rivera
an ''Uncle Tom" for defending Brunson.
HE FORUMEER published an ar
ticle that Mr. Rivera didn't appreci
ate. He wrote National Chairman Tony
Gallegos to retract our statements or he would take
legal action. Gallegos, fearful of losing his "$250
dollar house and his $75 dollar car" as he put it,
asked me to apologize to Rivera. So we did.

T

Rivera wrote to Gallegos:
Dear Mr. Gallegos:
This is a demand for retraction of the libelous
remarks published about me in the December, 1972
issue of THE FORUMBER, the official publication of
the American GI Forum.
An attorney's oath requires him to advance the
interests of his client under law, and I am under oath to
support the laws and the Constitution of New Mexico
and of the United States.
Before accepting representation of Mr. Perry
Brunson, whom I have represented for twelve years, I
sought the advice of other trial lawyers in the area,
including leading civil liberties lawyers, and attorneys
who have cooperated with MALDEF in minority cases.
The unanimous advice which I received from these
lawyers at the Bar was that only a counsel not fit to call
himself a member of the Bar would refuse an unpopular
cause because of public controversy. For me to have
refused to represent Perry Brunson would have been
equivalent to a southern lawyer refusing to represent a
Black man accused of raping a white women.
I was told of the examples of John Adams, who
represented Captain Preston, the British Army officer
accused of the cold-blooded murder of American revolutionaries in the Boston Massacre of 1770; and of
Chief Justice Roger Taney, who in 1819, defended

Reverend Gruber, a Pennyslvania Methodist preacher
who had been indicted on inciting slaves to insurrection;
and of William Henry Seward, later to become a member of Lincoln's cabinet, who defended William Freeman, a negro ex-convict, who had murdered a wellknown white farmer.
Finally, I was reminded of Judge Harold Medina,
himself a member of La Raza, who in 1942, had the
courage to defend a German-born naturalized American
citizen who had aided German saboteurs.
Medina, who was later to become a great Federal
Judge, actually had to scold the trial judge for reminding the jury that he had been a court-appointed
lawyer.
However, these great Americans had placed the
obligations to law and country ahead of their personal
feelings. First and foremost, they were lawyers dedicated to the preservation of law and the ideals ofjustice.
History proved their greatness. One became the United
States President; another, Chief Justice of the Supreme
Court.
owever, as any trial lawyer engaged in
criminal law practice, I have consis
tently had to decide whether or not to accept an unpopular cause. I have accepted other unpopular causes, often without fee, because of my obligation
as an attorney -- as one sworn to uphold justice.
On one occasion, I filed suit against the John
Birch Society, which in Otero County is one of the
strongest anywhere in the nation. Many extreme
right-wingers in this county were alienated by my
action and became my enemies.
However, this case wronged Bill McGaw, the publisher of a liberal newspaper in southern New Mexico,
whose advertisers were intimidated by a leader of the
John Birch Society who alleged that the newspaper was
following Communist Party lines.
I will have no hesitation, with counsel, in resisting
any intimidation of any free voice, whether it be my own
or that of my clients. Otero County has been deluged
with handbills and circulars slandering me and calling
me a Vendido. These handbills are given credence and
respectability by the allegations published in your pres-

H
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tigious publication.

I will not hesitate to seek satisfaction for damages
to myself, just as I sought them for Bill McGaw.
There was o~y one minority, one underdog, whose
welfare and rights were to be protected under the Bill
of Rights and our New Mexico Constitution during
the week of December 4, 1972 -- that man was Perry
Brunson.
A stenographic record of his trial can be obtained to
determine whether or not Brunson had due process and
whether or not the State of New Mexico vigorously
prosecuted.
ndeed, under the facts and the law, it is
possible that Perry Brunson may never have
been indicted as the incident took place when he
was threatened in the defense of his life on his own
property.
As a result of this prosecution, Brunson, a poor man,
has become impoverished. As a result of this prosecution, threats of violence were directed to me and my
family. As a result of this prosecution, the State of New
Mexico had to send State Police to maintain order in
Alamogordo.
I appeal to you as an American, as well as a member
of La Raza, of which I am proud to be a member, to
adhere to the ideals we share -- the ideals of fairness ,
justice and due process.
An experienced editor, like an experienced attorney,
realizes that no situation is black-and-white While I am
loyal to the aspirations of my people, I recognize that we
are not angels, we are human beings.
What happened in Orogrande, New Mexico, when
Ricardo Falcon was tragically killed is for the witnesses
who were there to tell and for the jury to judge. Neither
the prosecution nor I were motivated by any consideration other than the representation of our respective
parties.
Unless the ideals of our Constitution and our system
of law are followed, even when the going gets tough,
then we have no country, we have no system of law and
order.

I

When the day comes that an attorney can no
longer represent an unpopular defendant, then all
defendants, and especially minority defendants, will
suffer and despair.
When there is no longer a free and independent Bar,
when there are no longer attorneys willing to take

· Good People
When good people
in any
country
cease their vigilance
and struggle,
then
evil men prevail.
--Pearl Buck

unpopular causes, the black and the brown man will lose
all their rights in our society. The hope of the Chicanos
and blacks in the courts depends upon a free adversary
system, and whoever attempts to destroy this, attempts
to destroy American democracy at its very heart.
Respectfully yours,
ALBERT J. RIVERA
Attorney at law

EDITOR'S NOTES: We printed this letter in the
March 1973 edition of THE FORUMEER. We also
printed a Certificate of Retraction:
Know all men by these presents that on March 6,
1973 (the 137th anniversary of the Battle of the Alamo),
THE FORUMEER, official publication of the American GI Forum, issues this certificate of retraction to one,
ALBERT J. RIVERA,
Attorney at Law
Alamogordo, New Mexico
and promises never again to call him a Vendido, or
any other libelous name.
Then I signed it and put my fingerprints on it as the
official seal.
A few weeks later, I ran into Santa Clara County
Supervisor Dan McCorquodale, who was laughing when
he told me, "If you ever do anything to upset me, please
don't issue an apology!" • • • • •
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Open Letter to
David Rodriguez
EDITOR'S NOTES: In Feb. 1999, some of the
members of San Jose GI Forum Board of Directors and
other members were very upset by the attitudes of Abel
Cota, our Executive Director; and Chairman David
Rodriguez. Rodriguez seemed bent on hiring Mr. Cota
at a salary of $62,000 annually when he had not been
giving the members accurate information about our finances and our business dealings.
There were many dissatisfied members, some of
them unwilling to discuss the matter openly because
they were intimidated by Mr. Cota and Mr. Rodriguez.
I decided to put my thoughts in writing and give
them to Mr. Rodriguez and other members of the GI
Forum.
I didn't want Mr. Rodriguez to make a stupid
mistake and impeach some members and then have
them file legal charges against San Jose GI Forum.
We would have been very embarrassed by a Chairman not foUowing our Constitution and Bylaws. It
would make us the laughing stock of the city.
I wrote the preceding letter and handed it to him
just prior to the April 1999 meeting.

Si? oNo?
E. David Sierra
ith all due respect, Mr. Chairman, we
take this means of making you aware
of issues that are of very deep concern
to a number of your San Jose GI Forum brothers and
sisters.
You invited all members of San Jose GI Forum to
attend the March 5, 1999 meeting to resolve the issue
surrounding Mr. Cota's hiring.
The Cota contract issue is a personnel matter and
should not be discussed at a membership meeting.
You were previously cautioned about discussing personnel matters at the Nov.1998 meeting.

W

Sir, either you have never read the San Jose GI Forum Constitution and Bylaws, or you do not understand
the document.
he board of directors meeting you at
tended on Feb. 7th had a quorum of
David Rodriguez, Chairman; Robert Guerra,
Vice Chairman; Violeta Perez, Recording Secretary;
Billie Contreras, Treasurer; and Lalo Herrera, Sgt. at
Arms. (Marta Martinez, Corresponding Secretary, arrived after you and Mr. Guerra departed.)
You and Vice Chair Guerra left the meeting after
you told the board members that you refused to participate and said, "I resign!"
The board voted to accept your resignation and you
were notified by Violeta Perez's letter, and asked to put
your resignation in writing to make it official. There
was no coup d'etat, Sir, you quit!
Your letter said that you had not as yet "resigned
officially as required" by a letter to the membership.
Required? By whom, and what? Sir, there is NO
REFERENCE to a legal procedure for a chairman resigning in the SJ Chapter constitution!
Mr. Chairman, Mr. Cota submitted a contract
for employment as our Executive Director that you
wanted the board to sign. The contract called for him
to receive a salary of over $60,000 per year. Also, SJGIF
would hire a Hall Director, an Assistant Hall Director,
and a Receptionist. Additionally, he asked for auto and
per diem expenses that the board thought were excessive.
Then. negotiations would continue for a final contract. Legally, according to you, Mr. Cota was accepted
with negotiations to continue until both parties were
satisfied. Since that date, according to your letter,
NOTHING HAS OCCURRED. Mr. Cota is in limbo as
to the signature of the contract, according to your letter.
Mr. Chairman, if nothing has occurred, are you
really surprised that the rest of the board members
want to resolve an issue that you appear reluctant to
discuss with them. Why?
Also, if a contract has been signed, according to you,
why is Mr. Cota in limbo? Do you know the meaning
of that term?
Who has a copy of the signed contract? Is it
signed by a majority of the San Jose GI Forum board
of directors? Do the board minutes reflect the signing of a contract? When was it signed?

T

CON SAFOS --A CHICANO'S JOURNEY THROUGH LIFE IN CALIFORNIA

Why has it not been brought to the chapter membership for ratification since it entails the expenditure of chapter funds?
MR. CHAIRMAN, any competent attorney will
counsel you NOT TO SIGN ANY DOCUMENT until
all the blanks are filled in, all the t's crossed, i's dotted,
etc. You are suggesting that the contract be signed and
then continue negotiations with Mr. Cota.
ir, we do not fault Mr. Cota for trying to
secure the best possible deal for himself.
But, we expect you and the other board members to protect OUR interests. Signing a contract and
then "continuing negotiations" is not in our best interests. That is very unprofessional.
Mr. Chairman, in naming people you want expelled
or impeached from the board of directors and the reasons why: #5. For the good of the organization; you
have violated their right to privacy as stipulated in our
constitution.

S

Know Evil
"If you would
learn to combat evil,
first
know that
fighting
IS

Sir, if you have any respect at all for this organization, please read the document, or have it explained
to you, and respect other people's rights.
The alternative may be a court of law and that
could get nasty ••• and costly.
WHAT THE SAN JOSE GI FORUM
CONSTITUTION SAYS:
ARTICLE I, SECTION 6, PARAGRAPH E: Any
member may move to censure the Chair or move that a
vote of confidence be taken.
THAT MEANS, Mr. Chairman, that your word does
not have to be considered gospel. Your words, actions
... or inactions, can be questioned at any time by any
member or board member.
This is America, Sir, not Cuba or the People's Republic of China!
ARTICLE ill, SECTION 13, SUCCESSION OF
OFFICERS: The order of succession to the office of
Chairman shall be that in which the various officers are
listed in Section I of Article ill of these bylaws.
ARTICLE ill, SECTION 1: Chairman, Vice Chairman, Recording Secretary, Corresponding Secretary,
Treasurer, Chaplain, Sergeant at Arms.
THAT MEANS, SIR, that Ms. Violeta Perez, Recording Secretary elected by the membership, acted
properly in carrying on the business of the board after
you said, "I resign!" and you and Vice Chairman Guerra
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evil"
--E. David Sierra

left the Feb. 7th board of directors meeting.
ALSO, if the meeting was illegal, Sir, why did

you and the Vice Chairman attend it?
by did you call Mr. Cota to come
to the meeting and then you and
Mr. Guerra left before he arrived?
Are you suggesting to us that you can, at will, turn
your powers as Chairman over to him?

W

ARTICLE IV, SECTION 3, POWERS: The presence of a simple majority of the members of the Board
of Directors shall constitute a quorum to do business.
The meeting of Feb. 7th was called to discuss urgent board business. A quorum was present. Marta
Martinez arrived after you left, sir. Two people leaving

a meeting, no matter who they are, does not negate
the board's authority to conduct business.
ARTICLE III, SECTION 3, POWERS OF THE
CHAIRMAN: A. Have general supervision, direction
and control of the business and affairs of the organization, SUBJECT TO THE CONTROL OF THE BOARD
OF DIRECTORS, and of the membership.
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THAT MEANS, SIR: The chairman must obey decisions of the majority of the board whether he agrees
with them or not.
RTICLE III, SECTION 6, POWERS
OF THE RECORDING SECRETARY:
F. Have such powers and perform such
other duties as may from time to time be prescribed by
the BOARD OF DIRECTORS, the bylaws, or the membership.
THAT MEANS, SIR: That on instructions from the
board members at the Feb. 7 meeting, Ms. Violeta Perez
acted within her authority to write you, notifying you
that your resignation had been accepted. Further, the
board's letter asked you to respond, in writing, if you
were not in agreement with the contents of the letter.
YOU DID NOT RESPOND TO THE BOARD.

in this organization for the following reasons:
A. Disloyalty to the United States;
B. Disloyalty to the American GI Forum;
C. Misconduct in office;
D. Improper or immoral conduct;
E. For the good of the organization.

Sir, that could be construed as an indication that
you have no respect for the members we elected to
serve with you on the 1998-1999 board of directors.

Now. you need to put the char&es in writing, sign
them and have them notarized, and present them to
the SAN .JOSE GI FORUM BOARD OF DIRECTORS. You must be specific in citing the charges.

A

Some of us sense that it may be very difficult for
you, a known male chauvinist, to serve on the board
with three women as members, particularly women who
are intelligent, insightful, and who insist that the
organization's business be conducted in a professional
manner. They also demand respect as full-fledged members of this organization.
When you accepted the chairmanship of San Jose
GI Forum, you agreed to work in the best interests of
the organization, with whomever else we elected to represent us, "for the good of the order." Sir, we submit

that you are not faithfully executing the oath of your
office.
ARTICLE Ill, SECTION 11, DUTIES AND POWERS OF THE SERGEANT AT ARMS:
E. Perform such additional duties and shall have such
additional powers as may be prescribed from time to
time by the BOARD OF DIRECTORS, the bylaws, or
the membership.
THAT MEANS, SIR, that when Lalo Herrera called
San Jose GI Forum board members to attend a meeting,
he was acting within the authority granted to him by
the board of directors who asked him to do the calling.
ARTICLE ill, SECTION 15, IMPEACHMENT OF
OFFICERS AND EXPULSION OF MEMBERS:
A. GENERAL: Officers and members of the Board
of Directors may be removed from office by impeachment and members may be expelled from membership

B. CHARGES: Charges, in writing and under
oath. may be presented to the Board of Directors by
any member of this organization. The said charges
must specify one or more of the grounds for impeachment or expulsion above cited and must indicate with
particularity the acts or omissions and all grounds
constitutin& the charges.
THAT MEANS, MR. CHAIRMAN, that you have
cited #5. For the good of the organization, as the reason
you want board members expelled.

P

lease remember, Sir, that members of the
American GI Forum are also American
citizens and have rights protected by the
United States Constitution in a court of law if they are
unlawfully restrained from participation in an organization to which they pay dues.

YOU WROTE A MEMO CALLING OFF THE
SCHEDULED BOARD MEETING OF THURSDAY, FEB. 28 WITHOUT CITING AN IMPORTANT REASON FOR DOING SO.
Mr. Chairman, with all due respect, Sir, you don't
have to attend ANY meeting of San Jose GI Forum (or
the board of directors) if you don't want to, but to call
off a regularly scheduled board meeting without giving
an important reason why, suggests to us that you are

trying to HINDER the progress of this organization
rather than helping it.
YOU HAVE INVITED ALL MEMBERS TO ATTEND THE MARCH 5, 1999 MEMBERSHIP MEETING TO RESOLVE THE ISSUE SURROUNDING
MR. COTA'S HIRING.
AGAIN, Mr. Chairman, this is clearly disrespect-

ful of Mr. Cota's rights. This is a personnel matter
that should be discussed in a board of directors executive session.
Mr. Chairman, if we interpret your letter correctly,
you are asking the San Jose GI Forum membership to
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Tamales for
Senator Moscone
ose Martinez was running for a seat in
the State Assembly. His opponents
were attorney Jim Ono and San Jose grocer
Ernie Abeytia.
Martinez and his campaign manager, Jack
Ellwanger, had scheduled a meeting in Sacramento
with all the Chicano elected state officials. They
invited me to go with them so I went. The meeting
was in Senator George Moscone's office.
On the same day, Ernie Abeytia and his campaign manager, Gilbert Solarez, showed up in Sacramento to meet with the same officials. They brought
along some tamales from Ernie's grocery store to
give to the public officials. Payola? A bribe?

J

Walking down the hall in the state capitol
toward Moscone's office, we saw Ernie and Gilbert sitting on a bench outside Moscone's office.
They were already there! But •••• We had an
appointment.
Ellwanger showed me a door down the hall that
the public officials and their staff use when they
want to avoid talking to their constituents. We entered and immediately were confronted by aMoscone
staffer wanting to know what we were doing in the

assist you in expelling two members of the board because:
1. They are asking questions you do not want to
answer;
2. They called members to a meeting without giving the required 3 days notice. These meetings were
"illegal" according to you. We understand that on past
occasions you, too, have called meetings on less than
three days notice, and those went down as "legal" meetings. Honest mistakes. Mr. Chairman, or a double standard?

Personally, Sir, we believe that your letter to the
membership is another example of intimidating tactics which are undermining the morale of this organization. Your personal behavior should set the

room. Jack explained to her that he knew one of
Moscone's staff, a Mr. Teitelbaum or something
like that, and he had suggested that we come in
through that door.
The young lady ushered us into Moscone's
office. It gave us a chance to look around and read
all the impressive documents on the walls because
Senator Moscone was still on the Senate floor.

About twenty minutes later Moscone arrived. My first meeting with an authentic California State Senator! I was mightily impressed
with the man. In those days I made it a point to
find out abut important people I was going to
meet so we would have something to talk about
other than politics. I knew that Moscone had
played basketball at UOP. We talked briefly
about him playing for the University of Pacific
Tigers.
e seemed very genuine and happy
to see us. Then the assemblymen
began arriving ... Gonzalez, Montoya,
Garcia, and the others.
Soon, a female staffer came in and told Senator
Moscone that a Mr. Abeytia and his campaign
manager were outside in the hallway waiting to see
him and asked if he wanted some tamales that
Abeytia was offering him and the other legislators.

H

(Cont. on Pg 476)

moral tone for this chapter. To date, it has been very
disappointing.

ou have insulted members who
have given years of valuable ser
vice to San Jose GI Forum. You have
humiliated them publicly, driving some of them
to tears. Mr. Chairman, we request that you cease
these intimidating tactics.

Y

Also, again, we respectfully suggest that you read
the San Jose GI Forum Constitution before you begin trying to expell members for exercising their constitutional rights.
It appears to us, Mr. Chairman, that you have made
no effort to work with the board of directors in resolving
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Tamales for Moscone
(Cont. from Pg 475)
The Senator scanned the room. Everyone was
nodding back and forth, yes!
"Certainly. Bring 'em in," said the affable Senator Moscone.
The tamales came in but Abeytia and his

campaign manager did not.
We continued discussing Jose's campaign while
munching down on our opponent's tamales.
ur business concluded, we left through
the front door, stopped to chat briefly
with Abeytia, and left the building. I
wonder if he ever found out how we got into the
Senator's office before him when he had been waiting for over a half hour for the Senator ... and ate
some of his tamales?

0

some very serious problems. You cannot simply dictate
to them because you are the chairman. That, Sir, would
be totalitarianistic, and we are a democracy. Please
know the difference.

We take this means of getting your attention
because our previous efforts (talking to you at
the September groundbreaking, taking pictures
of damage at Vida Nueva in July 1997, and
bringing the "sign" matter to your attention in
Nov. '98 went unheeded. For the record, Mr.
Chairman, the sign has not yet been replaced.
r. Chairman, in writing these remarks, we
hope they are taken in the spirit in which
they are given ... a sincere desire to right
a very serious wrong. I have a very strong sense of
loyalty to an organization which allowed me, a nonveteran, to join its ranks in 1963, and which I was privileged to serve as Chairman on two separate occasions.
I am presently employed by San Jose GI Forum as
a counselor at Vida Nueva SLE. At the November meeting, you raised your voice, laughed at me, and suggested
that I shouldn't even be working there. I begged you to
refrain from discussing an employee's job performance
in a public meeting.

M

EDITOR'S NOTES: We showed the assemblymen and the state senator the falsities in Abeytia's
campaign literature, for one claiming he was supported by attorney Jim Ono, who was one of his
opponents in the race!
Another supporter listed was Gloria Sierra, my
wife, who was wholeheartedly supporting Mr.
Martinez.
Mr. Abeytia had failed to get enough supporters
to qualify for the Santa Clara County ballot.
All he had going for him was that he was being
backed by Cesar Chavez of United Farmworkers
Union fame. Well, sort of. With Cesar Chavez's
backing. Abeytia got 34 votes. if my memo.ty serves
me. •••••

SIR, please stop disrespecting our members,
especially the women. Stop raising your voice
to halt discussions when you hear comments
with which you do not agree. Stop laughing at
us. And, please do not allow others to butt in
when someone to whom you have given the
floor is speaking. Please stop treating us like
children. and take care of our business in a professional manner.
Mr. Chairman, These words are not the
words of one person alone. There are many
members who are concerned that this organization is not being professionally administered,
according to the San Jose GI Forum Constitution & Bylaws and Robert's Rules of Order.
We suspect that you are advocating policies that are not in San .Jose GI Forum's best
interests.
Mr Chairman, if the members cannot find justice
within the American GI Forum, they may seek it else2.27.99
where.
--David Sierra

477

CON SAFOS --A CHICANO'S JOURNEY THROUGH LIFE IN CALIFORNIA

Modesto Relays

Dressed To The Nines
Gloria and I were at the California Relays in Modesto.
We were on vacation, and headed for the 1962 Seattle
World's Fair. But first the relays.
ince we had not bothered to buy reserved
seats we were sitting in the end zone in
the Modesto Jr. College stadium near a small
group of Black kids who were joshing one of the guys in
their group because he had come to the meet, in scorching over-1 00 degree heat, dressed to the nines, blue
pinstriped suit, bow tie, beautiful hat, etc.
A short while later they were joined by another
friend who apparently had a running competition
with the cat in the blue pinstripes about who was the
sharpest dresser.
The new guy was wearing a tan suit, orange shirt and
necktie, with a handsome orange handkerchief in his
breast pocket. He was being dressed down about his
choices of clothing.
He was asked to pull up his pant leg so they could see
if his socks matched the outfit he was wearing. Sure
enough!
They could find nothing to criticize about his
threads. Finally one of the young men asked said,
"Man, you ain't dressed if you ain't sportin' garters
for your tubes!"
he tan-suited young man laughed and
said, "Man, I ain't jivin' you, I'm dressed,
dressed ... to the Nines!" He pulled up his

S

T

A Drinking ProbleiD?
Me?
Note passed to me at San Jose GI Forum
Meeting after reading of Treasurer's Report, 1990:
"David, no Glforum dance
has made a profit since you quit
drinking.,

pants leg again to show them the garters holding up his
long silk socks, and all of them enjoyed a good laugh.
Not surrendering just yet, one of the young men
opined that the tan-suited youngster was not completely
dressed unless he was wearing a watch. "Do you know
what time it is, my man, he asked?"
"Sure do, daddy," he replied, standing up, opening
his coat, reaching into a small inner pants pocket and
pulling out a beautiful gold watch, with an appropriate
fob.
e was showing off his watch and fob
to everyone seated in the section,
while his friends howled with laughter
and clapped their hands, assumedly indicating that
tan suit had won that day's competition.
"Does that thing run? What time is it, sunshine?" one
of them asked.
Tan suit got up, straightened his necktie, and said,
"Time? Looks to me like it's time for me to m-e-a-n-de-r over to the money seats and sit with my people. You
cats ain't got no class asking a properly attired Modesto
gentleman those silly, asinine questions!"
He was finishing up buttoning his coat when his
"valet" hung a dark brown umbrella from his arm and
stepped aside to allow tan suit to pass, on his way to the
"money" seats.
We howled with laughter. • • • • •

H

Remark of a Mexican American Golf Association board member at a chapter meeting, 1984:
"David, the only time I've ever seen you
without a beer can in your hand,
is when you're addressing the ball"

•••
A few years later. I gave it up.
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Casualties
of War
February 23, 1945
Yanks Raise the Stars & Stripes
onlwo Jima

(Joe Rosenthal Photo)

CON SAFOS --A CHICANO'S JOURNEY THROUGH LIFE IN CALIFORN IA

Casualties of War
When Maya L in, a graduate of Yale University,
designed the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Washington D.C., I remember telling my wife Gloria that her
design would change the concept of memorials forever.
er idea of those long black walls sinking deeper and deeper into the earth and
inscribed with the names of all 59,000+
Americans killed in Vie tnam was a noble thought.
"Hereinafter, e very memori al built in this country,"
I said, "people are going to want names on it. For any
insignificant reason, they are going to want names of
their loved ones inscribed on the monument. Generations from now people will wonder why we built a
monument to those who died in airplane crashes."
I have no quarrel with names on monuments of those
who died in the service o f their country. But I feel no
need to honor those who happened to be in the wrong
place at the wrong time (plane or automobile accidents).
It has gotten r idiculous. Very. Do you realize that
a monument is planned to honor DOGS who served
in World War II? Dogs! Not dogs that died performing their duty, but d o2s that served.
I've heard people express surprise at the numbers of
people who died in Vietnam, a nati on which many of us
knew very little aboul. And cared less. We lost touch
with reality in those years. We began to think that the
United States would always be at war, someplace in the
world, against somebody, for whatever reason.
Our governme nt's excuse for going into Vietnam
was the Domino Theory, remember? The Commun ists
did not spread their doctrine throughout the world because they did not have enough food to feed their armies.
But control over Vietnam would give them control over
vast rice fields. Ergo, food ... and the exportation of
Communism which spelled doom for America.
Well, it is now 50 years since that war ended a nd
we are no closer to becoming a Communist state than
we were when the found ing fathers en visioned this
great nation of our s.
But many of this country's best young men lie
forever resting under vast rows of white crosses in
military cemeteries all over the planet.
Some of us grew up with a war in Vietnam that lasted
TWELVE YEARS. Watching war footage on televi-

H
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Baseball Lore
If you ever get on J eopardy, r em ember
these facts:
TomSeaver oftheNewYorkMets, was
elected to the Baseball Hall of Fame with
the la rgest percentage of votes (98.8) than
any other player in major league history.
He was a 3-time CyYoungAward winner.
Ted Williams of the Boston Red Sox
was the last player to bat over .400 (.406
in 1941.
When you consider his lifetime batting
average of .344 and all his other accomplishments, r em ember this: He lost most
of five seasons while serving as a pilot in
the U.S. Ma1ine Corps.
sion, we were not certain whether we were watching
newsreels fro m the Vietnamese front, or a promo for
John Wayne's latest movie.
(That swishy-walking 4-F sonofabitch made many
of them, leading some peanut-brained people to believe
that he actually was a real life war hero. Can you believe
the numbnuts who named an airport in Orange County,
California after him?)
ut as a prolific reader of World War II
history, I know that 59,000 dead in a 12year wcu· were very few casualties comparied
to some of the battles fought in W orld War II.
For example, over 50,000 American fliers of the
U.S. 8th Air force were killed while flying bombing
missions over occupied Europe in three years of World
War II. Those are just the bomber crewmen!
LEST WE FORGET: On June 6, 1944, when
United Nations troops began their assault on Hitler's
Fortress Europa, 21 young men from Bedford, Virginia
(pop. 3200) died on the beaches of Normandy in western
France.
Thirty-five Bedford residents were involved in the
D-Day action and 21 lost their lives. Two more soldiers
died a few days later.
EDITOR'S NOTES: Numbers of casualties taken
from Goodbye Darkness by William Manchester; Tarawa
by Charles T. Gregg; Talking Irish by Steve Delsohn;
PARADE magazine article by Jane Ciabattari; and The
Ultimate WWIT Quiz Book by Timothy Benford.

B

480

CON SAFOS --A CHICANO'S JOURNEY THROUGH LIFE IN CALIFORNIA

Casualties of War
(Cont. from Pg 479)
AMERICAN CASUALTIES
Pacific Islands
WORLD WAR II
Guadalcanal ........................ 4,123
(Six months)
Tarawa ...... .. .. ... .. ..... .. ..... .. .. .. 3,381
Saipan .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ........ .... 16,525
Guam ................................... 7,081
Peleliu ................................ 10,000
Iwo Jima ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 25,851
(Thirty-six Days)
27 Medals of Honor awarded for
gallantry on Iwo Jima.
Okinawa ............................. 49,151
(Eighty two days)
Tinian ...................................... 328
(Nine days)
FOR COMPARISON
MacArthur's Army ... .... ..... 90,437
Battle of the Bulge ••••••••• 106,502
(Battle of the Bulge, more U .S.troops
lost in one battle than General MacArthur
lost during entire war in the Pacific.)
KOREA
Korean War (37 mos.) ........ 37,000
June 25, 1950-- July 27, 1953
COMPARE THESE CASUALTIES:
CIVIL WAR, North ...... ... 364,511
CIVIL WAR, South ......... 159,821
CIVIL WAR TOTAL ...... 524,332
WORLD WAR 11............. 405,399
(Dec. 7, 1941 to Aug. 8, 1945

Graduating Second
in my Class, Woodlake
Union High School
n Thursday evening, June 5, 1952, a
very warm spring evening,
the
Woodlake Union High School graduating
class, 76 strong, marched two abreast down the middle
aisle of the WUHS auditorium to the beautiful strains of
Elgar's .. Pomp and Circumstance .. rendered on the piano
by Miss Margaret Reichers, our English teacher.
I was seventeen years of age. My birthday was the
next day, the 8th anniversary ofD-Day, when American,Britishand Canadian troops stormed the beaches
of Normandy.
I have loved .. Pomp and Circumstance .. since I first
heard it at an elementary school graduation many years
before. I made it a point to find out the name of the song,
and who wrote it. It was Elgar, amigo, in case you ever
make it to JEOPARDY!
I walked beside Mary Evans, a young lady who had
transferred in from Porterville High School midway
through our senior year. She and I were .. an item .. as
Walter Winchell used to write. That we wound up
marching together down the aisle for graduation was
pure happenstance, or was it?
Who decides who marches next to whom? That was
the subject that occupied my mind during the entire
graduation ceremonies.
he invocation was given by the Reverend
Olin Collier. That was followed by the
flag salute led by Martin Hickle, President of
the WUHS Student Body. Buster Moore, our class
president, gave the official welcome.
Marjorie Stubblefield's salutatory address was on
~~Training for Democracy. Another salutatory address
by Marilyn Metcalf was entitled ~~standards for American Youth.~~
The Woodlake High School choir directed by band
director John Ward rendered Julia Ward Howe's .. Battle
Hymn of the Republic~~ and Meredith Willson's nAn
American Anthem .. accompanied by Bette Ainley on
the piano.
Pat Kuykendall's speech was .. Teaching as a Ca-

0
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Morale
Morale is the greatest
single factor in
successful wars.
--Dwight D. Eisenhower, 1945
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reer Wade Mink•s on A Career in Science and·
Roberta McDowell spoke about .. What is an American? ..
11

,

II

The valedictory address was given by Joyce
Bunch, the best and the brightest of the class of 1952.
Awards were presented by Principal B.H. Conkle
and the diplomas were handed out by Ray Pritchard,
President of the Woodlake High School Board of Trustees .
.. Mary Frances Evans, intoned the Chairman of the
Board of Trustees, and my friend Mary went forth to
receive her diploma.
day for me, the first
It was a memorable
worn a necktie,
time in my life I had
suit. Stupid,
a white shirt, and a
I thought, why in
hell was I
wearing a coat under
the
black robe. It was
hotter than
hell!
My thoughts were about
the date !had with
Mary after the ceremonies. Her and I and Stanley
Rodriguez and another girl were going to get together
and spend the night in some park or some river beach,
talking and whatever ...
I was wondering how many of these people I would
never see again. Some would move away. Some, I was
certain, would die in the Korean War that was still raging
in that Godforsaken Asian peninsula.
Eliseo T. Sierra, said the Chairman of the Board of
Trustees.
Our high school principal, B .H. Conkle, had my
diploma in hand. I took it with my left hand and shook
his right hand with my right hand.
II

11

II

You counting, pal? How many graduates is that?
Two? Who was number two? You're absolutely
right ••. your friend E. David Sierra.
The Graduates, in case any of them got famous,
were:
Helen Esther Alford
Robert R. Alford
Fred Asebes
Joy Louise Bachmann
Vema Louise Bartlett
William J. Barton
Del Brandt
DeWayne Clell Brewer
Dalles Delo Britten

Sybil Joyce Bunch
Olga Callahan
Jo Ann Carter
Robert Louis Chunn
Carlyn Coxsey
Oliver E. Crose
Oscar Leroy Croy
Margery Ellen Denton
Richard Dillon
Jimmie Estrada

Mary Frances Evans
Arthur Farley
Gene Lee Fesperman
George Maurice Garcia
Pete Garcia, Jr.
Clysta Jewell George
Robert Eugene Gray
Carol Ann Health
Martin Leroy Hickle
James Franklin Jackson
Kathryn Jones
Jack Ray Justice
Jeanette Kaun
Delorese Lea Kent
Carol Ann Kerr
Ernest J.J. Kinnie

Patricia Jean Kuykendall
Loretta Lenning
Terry David Lloyd
Leroy Jesse Maloy
Robert Niel Marlin
Genevieve Martinez
Alfred S. Matsuda
Lawrence Dale Mehrten
Marilyn Marie Metcalf
Mary Joan Miars
Royal Wade Mink
Buster Moore
Ralph Hernandez Moran
Virginia Munoz
Joan Arline McClure

Roberta Margaret McDowall
Ramona Delia Orosco
Pauline Padilla
Frances Teresa Patino
Frank Robert Pedroza
Alfonso Ramirez, Jr.

(Cont. on Pg 482)
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Vida Nueva Notes
July to Dec. 1993
EDITOR'S NOTES: For six months in 1993,
while I was employed at Vida Nueva Alcohol/Drugs
Recovery Home, I kept notes of appointments kept by
either Sid Haro or myself.
Sid and I had been discussing a comment made by

Graduating Second
(Cont. from Pg 481)
Erlinda P. Rodriguez
Norman Keith Ropes
William C. Russell
Thomas J. Sease
Carl Lyle Shanes, Jr.
Eliseo Sierra
Trinidad Sierra
Mary Eleanor Simmer
Clifford T. Snow
Alma Mae Stevens
Marjorie Nell Stubblefield
Donald Swafford
Noriye Tanaka
Lee Evans Forrest Tyner
Mary Helen V. Vasquez
Eligio Medina Villegas
Wanda Joy Walker
Maurice Wood
After everyone had received their papers identifying
them as bonafide authentic Woodlake Union High School
graduates, We sang the school song, "The Orange and
the Black," and then began the slow march off the stage,
again to "Pomp and Circumstance" competently played
on the piano by Miss Margaret Reichers.
The graduating class stood in a large semi-circle
outside the auditorium to receive the congratulations of
their fellow graduates and their friends and family.
NOW ... if you want to talk about my rank in the
class, scholastically .... well, let's talk about something
I know something about and it ain•t academics.

•••••

one of the San Jose GI Forum board members who said
that every time he called Vida Nueva he could never find
Sid at the office, and he wondered just what in hell Sid
was doing all day long. So, early in 1994, I dug up my old
appointments calendar and made the following notes.

I wanted to have a record of different activities
that occur at Vida Nueva. Of course, I did not foresee
a seizure that struck me on October 16, 1993 which
added many more appointments to my personal
calendar. My comments were added later, and I
think they accurately reflect my attitudes, and what
we were doing at Vida Nueva at the time.
ULY 1, 1993 - THURS -- Bea Robinson,

J

San Jose GI Forum member, was at Vida
Nueva to pick up some materials. She is
helping Sid put together a proposal for funding. She
picked up the materials and later came back for more
information. I understand that she and John Torres put
the proposal together for Vida Nueva.
Alas, after it was submitted to the Santa Clara
County Bureau of Alcohol Services, they decided that
they were not going to use the proposals. They would
just extend everyone·s contract another six months. See
how easy it is! But a total waste of taxpayers money.
And that is how $2,500 of our budget went down

the drain. Hell, it's only the stupid taxpayers money,
que no, Bob Garner?
JULY 1 - Thurs -- Efraim Carrillo of the Family
Health Services Association of Santa Clara County did
a workshop on "Parenting" for our residents at the
evening meeting.
He showed a short video in which a young man
wants to talk to his father, but the dad is busy sucking on
a beer and watching sports on TV. The next day the
young man tries again, this time the dad is reading the
paper and doesn •t want to be bothered, pleading that he
works very hard and is very tired.
The following day the young man approaches his
father and asks him how much money he makes on his
job, per hour. The dad replies, "$5.50, son, why do you
ask?"
The young man reaches into his pocket, extracts
some money and says, ''Well, dad, here is $S.SO.I'd

like to talk to you for an hour!"
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"Well, That's Right, Lon!"
ack in the middle and late sixties, My
compadre Ray Garcia and I used to
watch every San Francisco Giants and
Los Angeles Dodgers game we could catch on TV,
mostly at his Ann Darling Drive home. He was a
Giants fan and I was for the Dodgers.
The Giants were on KSFO Radio or Channel
Two TV. Either Vince Scully and Jerry Doggett
from L.A. or Russ Hodges and Lon Simmons on in
San Francisco.
Mac Alva, the barber, and I were Dodgers fans
and it seemed like everyone else in San Jose was a
San Francisco Giants fan.
Mac and I would nitpick the Giants to death,
criticizing everything from the color of their uni-

B

JULY 7 -Wed-- Sid and I attended a meeting with
Bob Gamer at the Bureau of Alcohol and Drug Services
at 10 AM. Garner and Terry Rooney, our Vida Nueva
monitor, wanted to know what happened to the $10,000
that the County Board of Supervisors had given us to
start up the Barrio Conference. How was the money
spent? Were we going to have a conference? Sid answered yes, we are going to have a conference.
hey asked some other questions and he
said he did not have the answers because
he had to check with some other people first.
They did not ask which people Mr.Haro had to check
with, so he got away without giving them the answers
they wanted. I found it hard to believe that they are that
stupid.
.. 1 would've asked more questions, Sid," said, "but
they probably don't give a rat's ass. They're just killing
time with their constant meetings and resolving nothing.
Besides that, it isn't any of their business. I believe that they resent that a Chicano-run program
got a direct grant of$10,000 from the county without
going through their bureau.
It's as simple as that. Previously they had sent
Rogelio Balderas (their House Mexican) and another

T

forms to the Giants strategy of long ball baseball.
Sometimes it would work, but too often it amounted
to leaving runners stranded on the bases waiting for
the Willies, Orlando or Felipe to launch a homer.
I pointed out to Mac one day that when Lon
Simmons interviewed Willie McCovey after the
games in which he was the star, the interview would
go something like this:
LON: "Well, Willie, that was a big win for the
Giants tonight, wasn't it?''
MAC: "Well, that's right Lon. It was a big win
for the Giants tonight. ..
LON: ..Willie, in the 4th inning when you came
up with Pagan and Davenport on base, it really

(Cont. on Pg 484)

lady to find out what we were going to do for the Barrio
Conference. Then they did a one-day workshop thing at
Kelley Park, almost a carbon copy of what we had in
mind. You'll never convince us that the Bureau of
Alcohol and Drug Services was trying to .. help" us.
Hinder us, yes.
e never had much respect for the
bureau and its employees, including
its director, because as Sid Haro said
once, very frankly, "You people don't know anything
about recovery. You've just read the book. We do it
every day."
JULY 9- Friday-- Kenny Deitch of Vida Nueva and
four of our residents delivered food donated by
McDonald's to participants at the Mariachi Conference
today. This is another example of services that Vida
Nueva provides to the community that our members do
not know about.
JULY 13 - Tues -- Our residents benefited from a
presentation on "Alcohol in the Urban Areas" this
evening.
Most of the info being compiled by some San Jose
State University faculty members and students are a
direct attack on San Jose GI Forum for sponsoring

W
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Well, that's Right Lon
(Cont. from Pg 483)
helped Gay lord Perry when you hit that one into the
right field comer, scoring two for the Giants.
MAC: ~~well, thafs right, Lon. When I came up
in the 4th inning with Pagan and Davenport on base
and hit that one into the right field comer, it really
helped Gaylord Perry.~~
LON: .. Willie, in the 7th inning you took an
inside fastball from Drysdale that grazed your right
foot. With this cold weather out there tonight, I bet
your tootsies were really barking at you, wren't
they? ..
MAC: "Well, that's right Lon. In the 7th inning
when I took that inside fastball from Drysdale that
grazed my right foot, with that cold weather out
there tonight my tootsies were really barking at
11

the Fiestas Patrias and all the boozing that goes on
there.
I wonder, and asked those making the presentation,
why they didn't go make the presentation to the GI
Forum members. The Vida Nueva residents can't help
their cause at all.
JULY 15 - Thurs -- Trini Arguello of the Family
Serv ices Association of Santa Clara Co. gave a presentation on "Domestic Violence" to our residents at the 8
PM meeting. Some of our residents admitted afterward
that some of the things they do to their wives and
children are classified as domestic violence, but they
were not aware that they were hurting others by their
actions. Very informative session!

We have since decided to stress domestic violence more in the classes that we do to the residents.
I even did a session to the Mexicanos (in Spanish) to
convince them that in the U.S.A., women have rights
and you can't treat them like a possession.
They have to be treated as full partners in a marriage
relationship. We also talked about the difference between fathering a child and parenting a child.
JULY 19 - Mon -- Kenny Deitch of VN installed
fluorescent lights at the GI Forum office, 1680 Alum
Rock Avenue, today. It seems to us that most of the GI
Forum members don't appreciate what they have in the

me ...
Mac Alva and I would suck on our beer and roar
with laughter. After that, we prayed that Willie
McCovey would be interviewed by Simmons after
the game so we could mimic Willie Mac answering
Simmons' cottonball questions. We would reply to
Lon's queries while Willie Mac was still digesting
the question!

One of the nicest guys in baseball and a
helluva good swing. Not the world's best
gloveman and probably not a candidate for a
Rhodes scholarship. But damn if Willie Mac, a
man I once referred to as "just a tall Negro
man," dido 't wind up in the Baseball Hall of
Fame.

Vida Nueva Project. Mostly, because they do not take an
interest in what we are doing.
We know that they brag to other people about what
we have, because I have heard them at state conventions
and at public gatherings. But they seem hesitant to let
Sid Haro know that they are proud of Vida Nueva and
the job he does as its director.
ULY 20 - Tues -- An officer from the SJPD
gave a presentation on "Gang Awareness"
to our residents this evening. The gangs problem has never been a problem in our house, but any
information we can give our residents about community
problems will help them when they transition back to
their homes.

J

We know that some of our residents are gang
members, but they seem to leave their problems out
on the street. When we orient them, we let them know
that any altercations between two residents wiD result in BOTH of them being terminated from the
program, and they can go do their gang-banging on
the street. Very very few "incidents" in the long
history of the project.
JUL 28 - Wed - Went to a meeting of the Program
Directors Association at Odyssey House this morning.
This organization is being held together by Walter
Shannon of Odyssey. I hesitate to even think where it
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The Naco's Tacos Hustle
Sid Haro and I were having lunch at Naco's
Tacos on Alum Rock Avenue, when San Jose GI
Forum Chairman Victor Garza walked in with
the Mexican Consul. The owner of the restaurant
is Ramon Silva, VG's brother-in -law.

"Que falta de verguenza, I commented to Sid
while we were driving back to work, ..1 wouldn't do
that. What do you think the Consul thinks? I hope
he doesn't think I'm a cheapskate or that I don't want
to buy his lunch.

Sid and I were seated way at the back of the room
and, uninvited, they sat down at our table. We were
already eating when they ordered, so of course we
finished while they were just beginning. At one
point, Sid said, ~~v amonos, David, we've got work to
do ...

"I don't mind. I just don't like being hustled
like that! Dile al cabron Victor gue se ponga un
vestido y medias de seda and I'll buy his lunch
every day! Que huevos!"

Since I had agreed to pay for Sid's lunch, I got
up and walked to the cash register to pay. Suddenly, VG is standing behind me and telling
Ramon, "Sacale para nosotros tambien!"
11

I told Ramon, 1 am going to pay for Sid and I,
and that's it. Estos cabrones estan muy barbones para
ser mis hijos. Que los mantenga el gobierno! .. , and
laughing, I handed him $15 in cash.
The Consul heard the commotion and ascertained that there was a problem and walked up
behind Victor, handing Ramon his credit card over
VG's shoulder. VG grabbed it and gave it to Ramon.
I said, ~~wait a minute. I'm paying for Sid and I.
I don't care about the rest of it. Just give me my
change so I can get out of here. And Sid and I left.
11

would go without him. I have never seen a more unmotivated group than the alcohol and drug program directors funded by this county. I get the feeling that they are
just going through the motions, picking up their paychecks, and doing as little thinking as possible.

There are exceptions: Walt Shannon of Odyssey,
Dr. Stanford of Pathways, Bob Lindahl of Sullivan
House, and Sid Haro ofVida Nueva. Other than that,
de toda Ia bola de cabrones y cabronas, no se hace
uno!
JULY 30 - Fri -- Sylvia Lang of the San Jose
MERCURY was here this morning to interview me
about the Fiestas Patrias Parade. She said it will be
featured in the magazine the Mere is doing for the

11

I was amazed that Victor would grab the Consul's
credit card and hand it to Ramon ... and doubly
amazed that Ramon would take it!
As I write this, it has been at least seven years
since I have been in that restaurant. I don't intend
to go there anymore because Victor Garza is always
there. When I have run into Ramon at the Fiestas
Patrias and other GI Forum functions where he
caters the food, he has asked me why we have never
been back to his place. I told him the first time that
.. Tu cufiado alii esta de lampara todo el tiempo. y
esta muy barbon para ser mi hijo!"
They serve excellent Mexican food, but I

don't appreciate being hustled by my friends,
and especially don't appreciate the owner cooperating with his brother in law in the hustle. • •

•••

Fiestas Patrias. A very nice lady, does free lance work
for the paper. She easily draws information out of the
interviewee because she seems genuinely interested in
her subject.
AUGUST 4- Wed-- 8 AM --Ron & Terry, photographers from the SJ Mercury were at VN this morning to
take my 'pitcher.' It is for the article by Sylvia Lang.
They used the sign out front as a prop. These guys are
good. Either the sign or I will wind up with a Hollywood
contract.
"Maw, they wanna put me in the movies!"
AUG. 4-- 10 AM- Sid and I went to a meeting with
Bob Gamer at the Bureau of Alcohol Services. They are
still asking questions about what we did with the $10,000
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grant from the county for the Barrio Conference. Actually, we pissed away about $6,000 of it on a marketing
plan that Montoya & Associates was to do for us,
exploring the feasibility of the Barrio Conference being
a major fundraiser for us.

We also wanted to have a luncheon/dinner and
invite the Governor of California to speak, with the
help of Tomas Alvarado, our friend in Sacramento.
nd, we wanted to have a concert featur
ing Linda Ronstadt at the San Jose State
University Events Center. It don't hurt to
dream big, and see what happens. Most of the aforementioned didn't happen, but we tried.
AUG. 4 -- 3 PM - Alma Cebreros was here. She is
doing some translating of forms into Spanish so that we
can better serve our Hispanic clients. I understand she is
secretary to Jose Villa of the San Jose State University
faculty. It is a shame that we are Latinos and do not know
enough about our own language to translate our documents, but that is the way it is. Today was a full day, with
all the activity. for lunch. Treated Art. He is one of the
best workers we have ever had at Vida Nueva.
AUG 6 - Mon -- Went to a meeting at 8:30 this
morning of the Santa Clara County AIDS/HIV Task
Force, chaired by Dr. Susan McCall. I get the feeling
that all the thinking is done somewhere else.
Our meetings are probably just to share the blame if
something goes wrong ... thus a committee. Dr. McCall
and her .. staff and advisors .. don't impress me as sincere
about what they are doing. Everybody is watching the
clock. When the hour is up, the meeting is over. Period.
You get the feeling that we are meeting just to be
meeting. Again, I get the feeling they are just going
through the motions. Nomas para taparle el hojo al
macho, as Sid Haro is fond of saying.
AUG 11 -Wed- Called Golf International in Reno
regarding buying an insurance policy for a Hole in One
Contest during the Barrio Golf Tournament. Victor
Arrafiaga was here this morning to discuss the tourney.
We have reserved the Elm Area for the BBQ after
the tournament at Summitpointe. It beats the hell out
of me why we keep moving the tournament around
from one golf course to another.
Sid says it is because the .. coyotes .. want to play a
long and difficult course. I argue that the tournament is
a fundraiser for Vida Nueva and that they will play any
course we want to use. Let's play golf, get it over with,

A

give out our awards, socialize a bit, get to know each
other, have lots of fun, and get a bigger crowd next year.
I keep reminding Sid that the largest group of golfers we
ever had was when we were having it at Thunderbird.
AUG. 16 to 22- Gloria and I on a vacation to Reno,
drove to Bishop, Bakersfield, Santa Maria, then home.
I love taking that drive down the other side of the
mountains, through Gardnerville, Bishop, Lone Pine,
and into Ridgecrest. Made reservations at a Motel 6 at
Ridgecrest, then found a newer and better motel just
down the street and checked in there. Cancelled the
Motel 6. That's the last time I stay in a Motel 6, when
there are other motels just as economical, newer, and
better amenities, with a helluva lot less rambunctious
kids staying there. Returned to work on Monday, 23rd.

AUG. 24- 10:30 AM-- Noe Montoya was
here. I think I was having a problem with the
computer, and he came in to take a look. I always
enjoy talking to him. He has a very positive
attitude about things, and always seems to have
a smile on his face. He is a fun person to be
around.

A

UG. 25 - Wed - I went to a meeting of
the Program Directors at Odyssey
House. These meetings are becoming less
and less meaningful.

We get the feeling that the people are just coming
to eat lunch. You look at the agenda and we never
seem to be involved in "solving problems of mutual
concern". It seems like the directors don't trust each
other, and don't want to impart information that
may "help the enemy." I believe that some of these
programs are essentially "county-operated" and the
directors are just going through the motions.
AUG. 26 - Thurs -- Kept a 1 PM appt with Dr.
Halperin to have my eyes checked. I have been seeing
.. oil spots .. floating around my right eye. Lately it has
gotten worse. My eye looks like there is a dust storm
going on, very hazy. I panicked, had Gloria call the
doctor and he wanted to see me immediately. Of course!
Dr. Halperin diluted my eyes and then did a laser
procedure, most of it focused on the right eye. It is very
uncomfortable, but the alternative is to lose your eyesight ... and for a voracious reader and TV viewer like
me, that is unthinkable.
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Barrio
Conference
Speaker -- Rigo Chacon,
left, South Bay Bureau
Chief, ABC-1V, was the
featured speaker a t Vida
Nu eva's conference at
Elmwood Correctional
Facility. He is greeted here
by an old friend, Jack
Ellwanger, who was instrumental in getting Mr.
Chacon to com e and address the over 200 high
school students who attended the annual event.
(Richard Diaz Foto)

"There is no doubt
that discrimination exists
in the delivery of services
to minorities"
AUG 31 - Tues -- Zoltan Perina, psychologist, was
at Vida Nueva but I do not remember what for. We had
a half hour conversation, and he never came back. If he
was trying to "use us" I guess he realized we weren't
going to let him use our residents for whatever in hell he
had in mind. Que vayan a chin gar a otra parte, as my guru
would say !

SEPT. 1 --Wed-- Sid and I went to a meeting with
Bob Garner and Bob Sillen to discuss new concepts
for delivery of services to drug and alcoholism clients.
They keep talking about Managed Health Care so I
assume that what we are doing now is considered
"unmanaged." Sill en made the remark, "There is no
doubt that discrimination exists in the delivery of services to minorities."
Fine, but I wonder what he is going to do about it.

Another thing, I get the feeling that the other

project directors want managed health care just
because it is something different, and will give them
something to do.
They're probably not involved in doing other projects
like Vida Nueva is, so they welcome any chance to do
something different. I don't think they serve their clients
the way we do. It appears to me that they have their nose
stuck firmly up Bruce and Bob's ass, and work overtime
to keep it there.
SEPT. 3 -- Fri --Tony Gallegos arriving today. He
is here to make a presentation to some group about
something, but first we are going to play golf.
SEPT. 4- Sat -- We got together at 7 a.m. at San Jose
Muni for a round of golf. We rounded up some "fun"
people and went at it. Breakfast first. Some of our friends
had a "snort" to start the day off right. Then onto the
course at 9:41 AM
The first foursome : Tony Gallegos, Abel Cota, Sid
Haro, and San Jose Councilman George Shirakawa Sr.
The second group: Joe Kapp, David Sierra, Lupe Valdez,
and Ray Gonzales. That was the most fun I have ever had
on a golf course. Not a good round, score-wise, but
playing with a fun group of people. Joe Kapp plays golf
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and drives a golf cart the way he played football for the
Minnesota Vikings. Recklessly.

''Joe Kapp plays golf
the way he played football,
recklessly''
EPT. 9 - Thurs -- Mrs. Chapa of Gilroy
was at Vida Nueva today. She thanked
me for the help we gave her son while he was
in our program. She appeared very appreciative of what
we had done for him. She praised us to the skies. She
made it sound like Vida Nueva is the best thing since
sliced bread. She then gave me a $20 bill as a contribution to Vida Nueva. Before I could write her out a
receipt, she was out the door and headed for the bus stop.
The $20 bill was turned over to Sid Haro.
SEPT. 9 - Thurs -- Sid and I went to a meeting with
Bob Garner and other providers at 55 W. Younger Ave.
to discuss the forthcoming Drug Courts, CIU, alcohol
and drugs, etc. Gamer did not show up, so Lee Bennett
ran the meeting. Very unproductive. Total waste of time.
It was very hot, and it seemed like everyone was in a big
hurry to get the hell out of there. If Gamer calls a meeting
and then doesn't show up, the rest of us ought to just
stand up and walk out of the room. Why bother with a
meaningless meeting unless they have a" quota" to meet.
SEPT. 10- Fri --Tom Alvarado called, regarding
Col. Vargas who is going to be the Grand Marshal for the
Sept. 16th parade. "Ping Pong" is a good administrative
assistant. This boy may just make it to the top one of
these days. If he ever figures out which side he's on. He
works for democratic or republican candidates.
robably depending on who offers him a
paycheck first. But "Uncle Tom" is a very
affable person, very likeable, and probably very effective in what he does. He calls once in a
while to keep in touch. I always enjoy hearing from
him and passing on all the local ''chisme'' to him, to
keep him in touch with San Jo.
Took4 hours off work today to go to 1680 and help
out Art Lomas with the Fiestas Patrias. First, we ate
lunch at Naco's Tacos on Alum Rock Avenue. Art
couldn't seem to figure out exactly what it was that he
needed help with, so I sat around for a couple of hours
and then headed for home. As Sid suggested, I took
vacation time off, para que no haiga pedo despues ... just
in case.
SEPT. 15 -Wed- At the staff meeting today, Sid told

S

P

us about drastic cutbacks coming in the future. He said
he would let us know as soon as possible what they will
be. At the moment, he does not know. The County
always seems to play the same game every year. Cast
doubts into the contractors' minds about whether their
programs are going to be funded. Scare the hell out of
everybody. Accept what we're offering you, or you may
not get anything. Then, when all the contractors are
signed up for another year, they always seem to find
money to give the Bureau's burro-crats a raise. And you
can bet your ass that the fat cats get healthy increases,
too!
It was funny one year when Kate Cavanaugh called
Sid Haro and asked him to lobby Supervisor Zoe Lofgren
so that the Bureau of Alcohol Services staff could get a
cost of living wage increase. They're supposed to be
helping US!
SEPT. 16- Thurs --Dennis Handis, Director, Santa
Clara County Probation Dept., was at Vida Nueva to
visit our program. Sid Haro is very good at welcoming
people to come to Vida Nueva, visit our program, and
ask questions.
We're pretty proud of the program we have, and
he welcomes opportunities to show the program off
to people he thinks can help us. They generally go
away with good feelings about us. At least we think
they do.
EPT. 17 - Fri -- Michael Roybal, VN
staff, took 7 residents to the ChiSox vs.
A's game at the Oakland Coliseum in the GI
Forum van. Somebody laid some free tickets on us,
Michael volunteered to take some of the guys to the ball
game. This is one of the things that GI Forum members
know nothing about.
Michael doesn't have to do that. He is single. He
has a beautiful girl friend. He works hard here. He
earns his money. Giving up some of his free time to do
things like that for "the fellas" as he calls them, is
commitment, in my book.
SEPT. 20- Mon --Went to a meeting with Geo.
Shirakawa, Sr.; Jack Ellwanger, SidHaro, Art Lomas to
discuss a fundraiser for George. Lots of promises made
by everyone except me. I kept my mouth shut. I am
finding it very difficult getting involved in raising money
for politicians. I think the world of George Shirakawa,
but I know there are lots of people a helluva lot better off
than me who will give him money and then ask for and

S

CON SAFOS --A CHICANO'S JOURNEY THROUGH LIFE IN CALIFORNIA

489

Twenty-One Shots on the First Hole!
I had always wanted to play the Sunnyvale Municipal Golf Course. Lots of water, I had heard, and
it is a real challenge. The occasion finally presented
itself when San Jose MAGA scheduled it as one of
our monthly golf outings.
Sid Haro and I were paired with Felix Jasso, the
14-year old son of member John Jasso. Felix was a
very good golfer. Sid and I were looking forward to
playing with him. He is a quiet, unassuming young
man, with a good, positive attitude about the game. It
would be a fun match.
After having breakfast (which was our usual
ritual while playing golf with MAGA), we went to the
cocktail lounge to tune up for our game.
"To get the tension out of my bones" and "relax
my muscles."
I think I over-relaxed that day. On the first tee, it
took me 14 strokes to get over a little bitty pond, and
then I took another seven strokes to get down.
"There you are, you holey sumbitch!" I mut-

tered as the ball clanked into the hole.
From somewhere I heard a smattering of applause. Someone was watching me practice my craft.
I didn't give them the satisfaction of letting them
know I was aware of their interest in my golf game.
All of a sudden I didn't feel like playing golf. I was
nursing a minor hangover from a long Friday night at
the Boots & Saddle with Art Lomas.

get his support for their pet projects.
During his first election I gave him more money than
is permitted by law, so his office sent me a check for $80,
with instructions to write out another check to the
"Friends of George Shirakawa Fund". That is the pissaway fund that all politicians have which is money that
can be spent on anything their little black heart desires.
I took the check to my bank and deposited in the Friends
of David Sierra fund. And kept it there.
SEPT. 23 - Thurs- Took Gloria to see her doctor at
10:15 AM. Then kept an appt. with Dr. Charlu at 11:45
AM. I don't like this lady. I am· not going to see her again.
I don't seem to have established any kind of rapport with
her. I am going to change doctors.

I was always very conscious of not holding other
players up when I wasn't playing well, so I tended to
hurry my shots. And, of course, the more you hurry,
the worse it gets. So I gave it my 36-handicapper
solution: Don't play.
For me golf was never a matter of life and death.
If I had paid the green fees, and didn't feel like
playing, dropping out was no big thing. I didn't have
any bets going. I didn't owe anybody anything. I
enjoyed being out on the golf course, probably, as
much as I enjoy playing the game.

So I told my playing partners, "I'm too tired
to go on. You guys play.I'll just ride the cart and
do what I know how to do best.''
Which is drink beer and wine. And that is what
I did.
After that opening hole, my friend Sid Haro
applied for a certificate for me from GOLF DIGEST.
I was a viable candidate for the honor of being
America's Worst Golfer. No, I did not win that one
either.
But I did receive a certificate attesting that I was
ONE of America's worst golfers. Later the magazine
ran an article about the Worst Golfer playing a round.
They took pictures, etc.
I think they got the wrong man. E. David

woulda done the title of Worst Golfer justice.
.JUSTICE • • • • •.

SEPT. 24 - Fri -- Took Gloria to the doctor early
this morning and went to work one hour late. She
makes appointments with two or three different
doctors, and they always seem to bunch up their
appointments.
I keep urging her to keep them away from days when
we have advisory board or staff meetings. Mr. Haro likes
to have ALL employees at staff meetings. I want to be
there, anyway, I take notes, and keep them. They are
useful to refer to later on. Sometimes he does some very
meaningful "instruction" on subjects like Sensitivity,
etc. You HAVE to listen to a person who has as much
experience in this difficult field as HE has.
Eric Taylor of the Carpenters Union, a reporter, was

490

CON SAFOS --A CHICANO'S JOURNEY THROUGH LIFE IN CALIFORNIA

here to interview me about a storage shed built in the
Vida Nueva backyard by some of his union carpenters
who are out of work at the moment. We worked through
Gabe DeLaTorre to get the project done. He found the
guys and stayed on top of them to see them get it
finished. One day he actually put on his "belt" and got
up on the roof to help pound nails. A very likeable
person, Gabe has been a big help to Vida Nueva. San
JoseGIForum donated$100toeachofthemen. Taylor
sent us a copy of the article that appeared in their paper.
We saved it for the Vida Nueva Archives.
OCT. 1- Fri --Vida Nueva sent Janice Snyder to
represent us at a luncheon of the Retired Seniors
Volunteer Program at the San Jose McEnery Convention Center. We often get calls from a variety of groups
in the community seeking our help.
Whenever we can, we adjust shifts, move things
around a little bit, and cooperate with other community programs. I wish the GI Forum members
were more aware of what we do besides run a "hotel
for drunks and drug addicts" as some of them put it.
OCT. 4 - Mon -- Sid Haro and Lupe Valdez represented Vida Nueva at the National Hispanic Scholarship Fund golf tournament at The Villages. Joe Kapp
was the master of ceremonies. Sid brought me back a
program which I appreciated very much. rm always
interested in seeing printed material put out by other
organizations especially, regarding golf tournaments.
Maybe we can pick up an idea here and there. My
buddy, Joe Kapp, apparently kept the "show" moving
pretty well during the awards dinner.
OCT. 5 - Tues --Came to work late today. Went to
Kaiser in the early AM. I had a very bad pain in my foot
for the last two days. This morning, I couldn't stand it
anymnore, so went to Emergency to let them have a
look at it. Got Kaiser's patented resolution to most
problems ... pills from the pharmacy. The doctor also
had me go to the lab and give them some of my good
rojo Mexican blood.
OCT. 7 -- Thurs -- Sid and I met with Yolanda
Lopez and Lt. Stan Hirayama to critique the Barrio
Conference. There were lots of suggestions. Of course,
things didn't go precisely as we planned it, but as Mr.
Haro says, "that's why we call it the Barrio!" If we keep
talking about it long enough, we're gonna get it right
one of these days. I like Sid's enthusiasm for change.
Being a pessimist, I need a positive thinker to keep me

motivated.
OCT. 8-9-10-- Vida Nueva's annual Tahoe Workshop. I did not go because my foot was bothering me
very much. I have been walking around on crutches
and it is very painful to get into my car. I know that
I could not possibly climb into the van without
experiencing a lot of pain.
I do not think the conference has been as productive
as we envisioned it when we first thought up the idea. I
keep telling Sid to emphasize the business aspects of it
and he keeps making statements like, "This is going to
be a short session because I know you are anxious to get
at the slot machines."
ne of my pet peeves about Chicano
business events is why do we always
have to mix pleasure with business. Why
can't we just have a business meeting and get it over
with? I believe that, after the business session ends,
people will figure it out for themselves that it is party
time ••• and go at it. You don't have to program them.
If you're not serious about the business sessions,
you can't expect them to be.
OCT.10- Sunday-- I worked the weekend shift for
the first time, on Sunday, Oct. 10, 1993. Very unusual.
First, the phones don't ring as much. Most people that we
do business with don't work on Sunday. Some personal
calls, but those are encouraged to use the outside phones
to contact the residents. The only residents in the house
are those on restriction because they are new to the
house, or those who do not have anyplace to go, and
choose to remain in the house for the weekend. I used to
have the attitude that you were a "slave" if you had to
work Sundays, but Vida Nueva has cured me of that
thinking. We're open 365 days a year, and somebody has
to cover every shift, around the clock. And that means
Sundays, holdiays, etc. We'll get used to it fast. One
thing ... in my mind, I have kissed off professional
football. It's the residents' television, and most of them
choose NOT to watch pro football. They're into videos
a lot, court or crime stories, or cartoons. Believe it or not!
OCT. 11 - Mon -- Juan Lopez of JPR Services was
at Vida Nueva early this morning. We experienced a
problem with the printer and late yesterday afternoon he
promised to take care of it first thing in the morning ....
And he did! I promised to take him out to lunch if he kept
his promise. I owe him a lunch.

0

OCT. 16 - Sat --

"SEIZURE" ·- This
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Vidal The Quarterback
Vidal Carlin, former St. Louis Cardinals quarterback, is one of the most likeable and forthright
persons I have ever met. He was in San Jose to play
in the Vida Nueva Barrio Open Golf Classic at
Riverside golf course.
Before the players teed off, I took the opportunity to ask them a few questions.
I liked Vidal instantly. He
seemed to be more relaxed and
more friendly than his other pro
football friends.

During a conversation in
the clubhouse, he confided that
he had made his reputation
while at Texas Tech, basically
on one game against the nationally ranked Arkansas Razorbacks.
He seemed pleased that I remembered the game and asked me why I remembered it.

"Because you people had no business being
on the same football field as Arkansas that year.
You gave them forty shades of hell for most of the
game, but in the end, talent prevailed," I replied.

afternoon, while talking on the phone, I had a seizure.
I was talking to a tire shop nearby where I had
taken my car to have the wheels balanced. My hand
began shaking violently. Gloria was standing nearby.
I yelled for her to knock the phone out of my hand
because I was afraid I was going to hit myself in the
head with it. At that moment I passed out.
I came to looking into the face of a pretty young
woman from American Medical Response. Gloria had
instantly called 9-1-1 and they were there within three
minutes, she told me later.
At Kaiser Hospital, I was attended by Dr. Jai Choi,
a very nice lady. She recommended that I NOT DRIVE
MY CAR FOR THE NEXT THREE MONTHS! Said

He laughed. "We had 'em for three quarters," he
said, "but they had too many bodies, and and they
kept 'em coming at us. Eventually they beat us. I
threw a lot of passes that afternoon because we
couldn't run on them, and I connected for a good
share of them. I also messed up my arm in that
game."

When he went into pro
football he knew that his arm
was gone, but he managed six
to seven years as a backup
quarterback in the NFL and
a few years in the Canadian
League.
"I didn't want them to put
me into a game," he laughed, "I
had nothing left. I couldn't
throw the ball downfield and I
knew it. Somehow they kept
me on the roster, the coaches probably remembering those three quarters when the Red Raiders took
the Razorbacks to the edge. After that game against
Arkansas, my arm was shot, but it was fun being a
professional football player."

the DMV would check with me later.

So for the next two months I rode the 70 bus to
and from work. It meant that I had to leave for work
a half hour earlier to arrive at the transit terminal at
Eastridge Shopping Center and then walk the approximately 700 yards to Vida Nueva.
t is harder coming back in the evening be
cause the buses are more crowded and you
don't always get a seat. Young people nowadays
do not get up and yield their seat to elderly people, even
those using a cane like I have been using. Also, I
discovered that where I get off the bus at Jackson &
Alum Rock Avenue it is uphill to the Mayfair Village
where we live. So, most of the time I go one more stop

I
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up Jackson A venue, getting off just in front of the
MACSA building, and walking south, downhill!

I began carrying a little black briefcase with me.
In it are a small umbrella, a scarf, a warm hat, a
raincoat, gloves, and my lunch. I got the schedule
down pat after a couple of days.

0

n the frrst day, coming home in the evening
I took the wrong 70 bus and after it took a
left turn on Rigoletto adjacent to Oakridge,
I pulled the cord and bailed out. The female driver gave
me a transfer and showed me where to catch the 70
northbound. "Catch the one that says 70 Milpitas. Just
stay on it all the way home," she said cheerfully.
OCT 18 - Mon --I attended a meeting of SC County
AIDS Task Force headed by Dr. Susan McCall at 976
Lenzen A venue. A full hour of mostly gossip by the
women. They discussed everything but AIDS/HIV. The
meeting started at 10 AM and at precisely 11 AM, the
women got up and headed for the door. How precise!
OCT 19 - Tues -- Today I went to Los Gatos for an
MRI exam. When the machine started rolling my prone
body into the tube, I panicked. I did not want to be put
into the tube-like machine! No way, Jose! They have
referred me to an "open MRI" unit at Stanford.
Today I answered a survey sent to us by the Adult
Independence Development Center, whatever that is.
Sid is not consistent. Sometimes he wants these surveys
answered and sometimes he tells me to throw them
away. Today it was "fill it out" so I did, and mailed it.

OCT. 20 -- Wed -- Today I spent some time
developing a packet for the Executive Board meeting
tomorrow night. We do a good job at Vida Nueva,
and we don't mind providing the board with all the
information they want.
Sometimes we get the feeling that they don't pay
much attention to it. But, if they care about what their
project is doing, the information is there. Mr. Haro is
very conscientious, particularly when a new board takes
over in June, to indoctrinate the new members to what
Vida Nueva is, and what we are trying to do. He patiently
answers all their questions.

OCT. 21- Thurs -- Noe Montoya was at Vida
Nueva this morning regarding the SJ Chapter newsletter. He is the editor and wants my help. I believe he
is one of our "good guys" so I pledged him my
support.
I told him I would design a new masthead for him.

I will be sending him articles. I hope he remains "independent" so that we can have a first class newsletter
again. You gotta let the editor express himself. Noe's
imaginative, and has access to lots of information. Dale
gas. carnal!
OCT 21- Thurs- Mike Anderson who represents our
insurance carrier for Vida Nueva was here today. Sid
Haro gave him an opportunity to tell the staff about the
different services that his company provides and give us
an opportunity to purchase additional life insurance
coverage, or invest in a pension plan, etc. I am personally not interested, but I think some of the other staffpeople
are.
OCT 23- 11 Vida Nueva residents volunteered their
services to the City of San Jose's PROJECT CRACKDOWN today. Juanita Baca, San Jose GI Forum member, has been involving our residents in that project. I
sure wish more GI Forum members would do things like
that. The guys come back raving about their involvement when they go out with her.

They get to meet other people. They see things
happening that normally they have no awareness of.
They see police officers who aren't asking them to
empty their pockets, and they meet people they have
only heard of or whose names they have read in the
newspaper.
A very positive experience for them. We encourage
their participation in community projects.
OCT. 25- Mon --Chris Garcia, a student of Dr. Jose
Carrasco in the Mexican American Studies Program at
SJSU, was here to interview me about Vida Nueva, the
GI Forum, and Chicanos in San Jose. Gave him the full
benefit of all my wisdom. He promised to send us a copy
of his report, but of course, he did not. They never do.
CT. 26 - Tues -- Went to OPEN MRI
today at Stanford. Back by the early
afternoon. They asked what kind of music
I wanted while they did their exams. I asked for Rancheras
Mexicanas, but of course they did not have them, so
Country & Western was the second option.
They have you lie on your back and ask that you
remain perfectly still while the machine is humming.
They have a large camera that perches over your prone
body. Some sessions are 2 minutes, and some as long as
12 minutes. You must keep absolutely still. Piece of
cake. During the 12-minute session I came close to
falling asleep!

0
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UCLA!
14-12
Jan. 1, 1966
EL EXCENTRICO
The UCLA Bruins played Michigan State University in the Rose bow1 on January 1, 1966, in a
game in which they were conceded no chance of
winning.
But games are played on football fields, not on
paper, and footballs take funny bounces, and unex-

OCT. 27- Wed-- Alma Cebreros of SJSU was here
today. She is translating some documents into Spanish
for us. We want to better serve our Spanish-speaking
clients so we are translating some of our forms into
Spanish. She does a pretty good job of it. It is expensive,
but a cost we think we must incur.
At 12:30 we held at staff meeting. Mike Anderson
of our insurance carrier was here again talk to us and to
answer any questions staff might have.

pected things happen.
Thus, on January 5, 1966 I wrote this for EL
EXCENTRICO Magazine:

Bruins Whip "Unbeatable"
Michigan State
Millions of people stared intently at their idiot
boxes on Saturday, January 1st as Michigan State
halfback Bob Apisa ran wide around his own right
end, hell bent for the end zone with the points which
would have tied UCLA 14-14. But it was not to be.
He was met by halfback Bob Stiles and linebacker
Dallas Grider and stopped cold, and that was all she
wrote for Michigan State.
The Rose Bowl battle of 1966 will be remembered long after the other games played this day are
forgotten. Michigan State was a team that could not
be beaten, or so the sportswriters wrote.

(Cont. on Pg 494)

complete difference of thinking to what we do at Vida
Nueva. The ENTIRE project is our department, and our
area of concern.
OCT. 28 -- Thurs -- Went back to Stanford for
another MRI exam. Seems they had problems with the
first one, and had to do some of it over again. OK. Gloria
went with me, because my hearing is getting worse.
After I listen to their instructions, she repeats them for
me, sometimes in Spanish, to make sure I understand
what they want me to do.
OCT. 29 - Kept an appt. with Dr. Jai Choi

OCT. 28- Thurs --Sid and I met with Handis and
Conroy of the SC Co. Correction Dept. regarding the
next Barrio Conference. We do not want to serve our
participants Jail Chow. Can we have a BBQ? They
said yes.

regarding my seizure. She seems genuinely concerned about my health. I come away feeling very
good after I talk to her. Gloria likes her too.

Sid is a great believer of getting a commitment from
the top guy and then telling the "flunkies .. that their boss
already okayed what we want to do, and how are you
going to help us do it. It works! We have found out that
bureaucrats generally are not eager to solve problems if
they can avoid them. For instance, you ask a correction
officer to call the kitchen and find out why the continental breakfast goodies have not been delivered, and they
don't want to do it. "Not my department, .. is their plea. A

CT. 30 - The residents that volunteered
to help the City of San Jose's PROJECT
CRACK DOWN were invited to a BBQ
today. They came back happier than hell. Some of them
had never in their lives involved themselves in anything
to HELP somebody else. The ones that didn't volunteer
to do any work regretted it after the workers told them
about the delicious barbeque they ate, courtesy of the
City of San Jose.

0
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UCLA, 14-12
(Cont. from Pg 493)
The Spartans were big. They were fast.
They were experienced. They were well
coached. In effect, they couldn't possibly lose!
But they did!
If Michigan State's Duffy Daugherty is the
Coach of the Year, what does that make Tommy
Prothro who came from Oregon State and molded
a Rose Bowl Champion in ONE YEAR?

If USC's Mike Garrett is the Heisman
Trophy winner, what does that make UCLA's
GaryBeban?
Well ... anyway ... now that this is over, let's
get on with basketball. The UCLA basketball
team headed by 7' 1" Lew Alcindor plays Cal at
Berkeley on January 14th.

NOV.l- Moo-- Kept a 10 AM appointment with
Dr. Charlo. I did not work today. Felt like hell aU
day. Not going to see Dr. Charlo again, I have vowed.
Rafael Perez of the SC County District Attorney's
office met with Sid Haro. Sid made some comments
about how young he looked, and was he really an
attorney. After a few minutes, he got up, excused himself and left me to talk to Perez. Perez left shortly
thereafter, apparently not interested in talking to a flunky.
I think he wanted to talk to the guy who "owns the
circus," as Sid is fond of saying.
NOV. 2 - Tues -- I went through a colonoscopy
procedure today with Dr. Neal. They look into your
colon with a TV attached to a tube. They have a wallmounted TV set so you can lie on your side and see the
inside of your anal cavity. Looks like a cavern. You can
see the small white growths that are bad news. A little
looped wire comes out of the tube. It is wrapped around
the growth and pulled back into the tube. Zap! Gone.
A little bit uncomfortable, but I don't want to contract cancer or any other illness related to my "bungingi"
so we tolerate it. The doctor said I should have another
procedure in about five years.
All the time he was doing it, I kept thinking, how can
he enjoy working at a job where he looks up people's
asses all day. I wonder how it affects his lunch? But then

I guess at the end of the month when he goes to balance
his check book it looks a helluva lot healthier than mine!
Today I switched to 400 mgs of Dilantin daily per
instructions from Dr. Choi.
NOV. 2- Tues --In the evening Gloria and I departed
for Laughlin, Nevada with about 38 other people in a
party with Victor Arranaga. He is celebrating his dad's
birthday. Lots of nice people on board. The hours
dragged on and on for me, since I do not drink any more.
I went to the movies right inside the hotel. Then, I went
out on the golf course when the guys went out to play
golf. Enjoyed a long conversation with Chon Gallegos,
former San Jose State University quarterback, and now
the head football coach at San Jose Santa Teresa H.S.

We had a great time. Gloria and I were making
plans to go back to Harrah's Laughlin before our
plane landed back in San Jose.
Sid drove us all back to our homes, Gloria and I were
the last drop. Dead tired, we went instantly to bed. We
got a g-o-o-o-o-d night's sleep that night. Today is
Election Day. but Gloria and I had already voted by
absentee ballot.
NOV. 4 - Thurs -- Alex Pedregan of the SJPD did a
talk on Gang Awareness to our Vida Nueva residents at
8 PM this evening.

NOV. 5 - Fri -- Took a vacation day off today.
Didn't go anywhere. Took Gloria out for breakfast at
Just Breakfast in Santa Clara. Then just stayed
around the house. Did some reading. Watched some
daytime TV. Ugh!
OV. 7- Sun-- Worked 8 hours today. It is
very different from working during a week
day. Most of the residents are gone on a
weekend pass. The only ones in-house are those on their
30-day restriction and those who have been put on
restriction for disobeying program rules. Very quiet.
Did the house check. Made the rounds of the house every
hour or two, and did a lot of work on the computer.
NOV. 8- Mon --I was instructed by the doctor to
stay up all night tonight. No sleeping after 6 PM in the
evening. Tomorrow I take another exam recommended
by Dr. Choi as a result of my seizure. After working my
usual 8-hour day, I went home. At about 9 PM I went
back to Vida Nueva and played around with the computer all night. Took advantage of the time to go through
the manual and find out what this machine can do. Lots
of experimentation to keep it interesting. A couple of

N
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Zoot Suit
Una Curada de Aquellas!
by David Sierra
First published in
March 1979
THE CALIFORNIA FORUMEER
ORALE ESE!
Hace un mesquite y media, nos
tendimos yo y mi ruca para Los a ver
el play ZOOT SUIT de el carnal Luis
Valdez.
Salimos como eso de las cuatro
de Ia barafia por carucha, pasando
por Salas como a las cinco y pico, y
poco despues por Chole donde esta
el torcido.
Queriamos llegar a Los temprano,
comprar los boletos, y despues hallar
un hotel para enhaular.
Compramos los ticketes (en el
teatro en Hollywood !, pa que Ia vayas
viendo!) y como estaba chilando de a
madre el cielo, seguimos para Porno a
paso de tortuga, para visitar a mi
carnala y a mi cufiado.
Vimos el play el domingo por la
tarde, y estaba lleno el teatro de raza ..
chavaJos, rucos, rucas, vatos locos, y
uno y que otro Okinawa.

Yo me c ure de
volada cuando salio este
vato todo entacuchado
de negro y rojo, con una
cadenita colgando de sus
tramo s,
una
li sa
colorado, y el carlango
has ta las r od ill as.
Tambien traiba un tando
de aq ue ll as en Ia
chompeta!
El play se trata de
Henry Leyv a y los
ca rn ales que fuero n
acusados de matar a un
vato en Sleepy Lagoon
en Los en el'42 mientras
la guerra chingona.
No les quiero con tar
todo porque debia de
quedar rnisterio para que
se arranquen tambien
ustedes a verlo. Tambien
se me ha prendido el foco
que el carn al Valdez
chansa que necesite Ia
lana.
Sale n
mu c hos
carnales y carnalas
borloteando el "boogie"

times, after 3 AM and around 5 AM, staff member
Kenny Deitch had to yell to wake me up. I was dozing
off!
NOV . 9- Tues --Janice Snyder came in early to take
me and Gloria to Kaiser to take an E.E.G. procedure.
Lots of pins stuck in my body and in my head, and tubes
inserted in the nostrils. That, inserting tubes up into our

como le hacian los pachucos y sus
j ainas en el c uarenta y dos, y como
siempre hay trancasos, y cai la
jura, hacienda una pitadera de la
chin gada.
Tambien ensefian que los
jefitos y las jefitas de los 'chucos
y las chucas' se aguitaban con el

(Cont. on Pg 496)

nose is the worst of this experience. Wierd feeling! Had
to get a ride to Kaiser because it was all I could do to stay
awake. It was suggested that I take 500 MG of Dilan ti n
daily for the next two weeks. What is wrong? I don't
know, and I did not ask.
NOV. 11 - Thurs --Sid and I met with Penny Kelley
and Jesse Baraj as of the Eastside Union H.S. District at
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Zoot Suit-(Cont. from Pg 495)
estllo (chansa que porque eran escuadras, me
entiendes?). Tambien habia muchos vatos
tapados que no capiaban que los 'chucos,' en
esos tiempos, rifaban de a madre con las wisas.
Henry Leyba y algunos carnales, despues de
un "trial" que ni a eso llega, cayeron en Quilmas,
y cuando fue el abogado (un Teclo) a verlos les
informo que lo habia apafiado el Tio Samuel para
la armada. Poco despues, sale el Teclo otra vez y
ya casi habia subido a General! Que curada!

Pero, sabe que, carnal y carnala,
descuentese para Los, vaya al Teatro Aquarius,
por Ia Sunset Boulevard junto de Vine a ver
ZOOT SUIT. Se va curar, me Ia rayo!
Nomas, trucha con los jotos en Hollywood,
por hay un chingal.
Le van a pedir que afloje el cuerpo con diez
lanas (moneda Carter) pero nose aguite porque se
va dar una de las mas buenas curadas de su vida
tapada! Me la rayo!
EDITOR'S NOTE: This article will not be
translated into English. I told you damned Honkies
to take Spanish in high school! • • • • •

Foothill H.S. to discuss the Barrio Conference. They had
some solid suggestions to make and we will probably
implement some of them. One of the problems was
getting students to go to other classes. Most of them
want to take the jail tour over and over and over! They're
looking for "homies" as I understand it. But they miss
the point of the conference, which is to go to a variety of
sessions.

NOV. 11 - Thurs -- Officer Mario Hernandez of
the SJPD was at Vida Nueva to talk about Traffic
Safety. The residents seems to enjoy talking to a
patrolman who is not "jacking" them up.
I believe it is a positive experience for the police
officers too. They get an idea of what the residents feel
like when they pull them over. I believe it "humanizes"
the San Jose Police Department. The residents realize
that there ARE Chicano chotas, and they are nice people,
just doing a very difficult job.

I am often surprised to learn how many of our
residents have a family member employed by the
police department, in the sheriff's department, or as
a correctional officer. With that influence, why did
they STILL go wrong?

OV. 15 - Mon -- Today I had a
colonscopy procedure. Watch
your anus on TV! Interesting. I
watched all of it. Well, sweetheart, have you
ever seen YOUR keester on TV? The procedure
made me feel very weak and nauseated and I
took the rest of the day off from work. The
doctor warned me about after-affects. Lots of
gas in your body. You will be uncomfortable for
a day or two.

N

NOV. 16- Tues --Felt very sick today. The doctor
said to expect it because of the gas in your system. Sure
enough. Felt like I wanted to have a bowel movement all
day long, but it was just gas. "Puro pedo" as Fred Coca
used to say.
NOV. 18- Thurs --The District Attorney's office
sent a man to Vida Nueva to ask questions about our
program. Sid was very abrupt with the young man and
soon said, "I have other things to do. David can answer
your questions." And he left. I tried, just as with the other
guy they had sent earlier, but I had the feeling they
wanted to talk to the Director, the head chingon, not me.

This afternoon we attended memorial services
for Walt Shannon, one of our colleagues from the
Odyssey Program, who died suddenly. He was a good
guy. One of the last of the old breed of dedicated
alcohol and drug professionals. He will be missed.
Later, Sid and I went to the office of Jim Griswold,
County Fiscal Officer, seeking to expedite getting funds
the County owes to Vida Nueva.
NOV. 18- Thurs --Jim Powell, Vida Nueva's new
monitor from the SC County Bureau of Alcohol Services, hand carried our 93-94 contract to Vida Nueva
today. I think he's a very nice person, but probably has
no interest at all in rehabbing of alcoholics and drug
addicts. Probably an old county bureaucrat, laterally
transferred to the BAS "burial ground" and just putting
in time before retirement.
NOV. 19-- Noe Montoya visited us at Vida Nueva
today.

