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Installation of Officers
Address, May 1970
San Jose GI Forum was installing its newly elected
Board of Directors. In 45 days we would be hosting the
1970 California GI Forum State Convention. I chose
our convention theme as the subject of my Chairman's
Message: -- E. David Sierra

"Veteranos Por Paz y Justicia en Aztlan"
Good afternoon. Today I would like to address you
on the theme of our 1970 California GI Forum State
Convention, "Veteranos Por Paz y Justicia en Aztlan."
It is a fitting theme, I believe, for it expresses the
urgency felt by our brother and sister organizations for
equ~ justice, equal employment opportunities, equal
housing, and an equal education. Equality, therefore, in
every field of human endeavor.
ETERANOS -- The use of the word
Veteranos is in our theme to remind us that
we are a veterans organization. With so
many dances being planned nowadays it's sometimes
very hard to decide whether we are organized to promote dances and enrich dance hall owners and liquor
and beer distributors, or whether we were organized to
champion the rights of veterans.
PAZ -- The use of the word Paz in our 1980 conv~ntion. theme means Peace, which, before the hippies
picked It up as a day-to-day greeting, was something
for which we prayed and hoped and very seldom knew.
. A world war was fought in 1941 with major portio~s of the world engulfed in a struggle for their very
existence. Americans willingly went to war to defend
the rights of nations to exist in peace.
The American GI Forum has its share of men and
women who participated in that violent struggle and we
have our share of mothers and fathers who today are
again contributing sons to America's fighting forces in
Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia.
We hope to examine, during the convention, our
country's involvement in that southeast asian adventure.
We hope to question why so many men of Mexican
American descent are dying in Vietnam. In proportion
to the population of our people in this country, the rate
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Liberty or Safety
They who can give up essential liberty to obtain
a little temporary safety deserve neither liberty
nor safety.
--Benjamin Franklin

is indeed alarming.
JUSTICIA -- The use of the word Justicia - Justice
- is used to put into as few words as possible the one
most important demand that we, as a people, are making of our country today. That we are denied equal justice under the presently constituted law is a certainty.
We have only to point to our All American Judge Gerald
S. Chargin as an example.

Lest you have forgotten, one of Judge Chargin's
many gems spoken in Santa Clara County Superior
Court on Sept. 2, 1969, was "Mexican people, after
13 years of age, it's perfectly all right to go out and
act like an animal."
That was a superior court judge saying that! Not a
~eighbor?ood bully on the streets, or a young boy anxIous to hit you where it hurts, or a person wanting to
hurt a racially sensitive person!
Judge Chargin is supposed to be an individual that
the entire community looks up to, a perfect example of
equality and understanding and compassion for his fellow man.
If he is that, and if he represents the attitude of
American Justice ... Ayudamos, Nuestra Seiiora, Ia
Virgen de Guadalupe!
If you are the type of person who can turn off the
TV set for a few evenings and put down your Captain
Marvel comic books or your bank book, I encourage
you to read North From Mexico by Carey McWilliams.
It tells about Mexican Americans in this country, and
you will not like some of the things you will read in this
book. And we hope you will want to do something about
it!
AZTLAN --The use of the word Aztlan in our theme
is used to relate to our brothers and sisters throughout
America who are dedicatedly striving to achieve for the
Spanish surnamed people of the United States, the
Chicanos, a true feeling of justice and equality in a na-
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tion that guarantees it by constitutional right.
Aztlan is the old Aztec word for the American Southwest. It is one of the most beautiful words in the Indian
language. If perhaps you are offended by use of an Indian word to designate a segment of our country, then
you are no more so offended than are Germans by our
use of the words West Germany and East Germany; by
the Vietnamese when we use South Vietnam and North
Vietnam and by the Koreans in the words North Korea
and South Korea; and certainly no more insulted than
am I personally over the use, by people who should
know better, of the expressions La Puente and Sierra
Vista which are grammatically incorrect.
Aztlan, then, the American Southwest, is used to
link us, in a sense, with the historical past; with our
forefathers who built the world's most advanced civilization hundreds of years before Columbus came here
uninvited and unwanted; who made pyramids which
surpassed easily in size those more fabled ones of Egypt.
It ties us to a people who established the western
hemisphere's first university, the University of Mexico,
conducting classes 100 years before Harvard; and established its first printing press in Mexico City in 1536.
Aztlan bridges the years to link us with Montezuma,
to Pancho Villa, to Emiliano Zapata, to Benjamin

Why I decided not to
have a Cochlear Implant
fter discussing the pros and cons of a co
chlear implant with Kaiser-Permanente
hearing specialists and reading about cochlear implants, I reluctantly made the decision not to
do it. For a number of reasons:
1. Dizziness might occur due to swelling in the ear
and irritation of inner ear structures. "Usteadiness"
may persist for a week after operation. On rare
occasions, dizziness can last for a while.
2. Temporary weakness on one side of face may occur. May occur because of abnormality or a swelling of the nerve. Permanent paralysis is rare, but
can happen. Eye complications, requiring treatment by an ophthalmologist, could develop.
3. Operation could result in temporary leakage of
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Argumedo, to Benito Juarez, and to the other countless
Mexicanos who have walked the pages of history and
left an indelible impression on their people, OUR
PEOPLE.
The San Jose GI Forum has a tradition of being the
Number One Chapter in the American GI Forum family.

We enjoy that reputation because of the contributions we have made to our organization locally,
statewide, and nationally.
In its ten year history San Jose Chapter has three
times been honored with the California GI Forum's
OUTSTANDING CHAPTER AWARD.
In the year ahead we expect to continue to build on
that tradition. We expect to make the membership proud
of belonging to this body.
We will become a chapter which is aware of the
issues of the day. We will be a chapter actively involved
in finding solutions to our social responsibilities. We
shall work hand-in-hand with other Chicano organizations also thus dedicated.
I would like to close with a simple statement: We
are not content to follow ... for WE ARE LEADERS!
Thank You.******

cerebrospinal fluid (surrounding the brain). If leak
occurs, it is closed before surgery is completed.
Sometimes, leak reopens and further surgery is
necessary to stop it.
4. Ear infections can result in meningitis. Immunization with pneumonococcal vacine is advised.
It does not eliminate the risk, only reduces it.
Meningitis is infection in fluid tissues surrounding the brain and could require prolonged hospital treatment. If infection spreads to the implanted
device, it may cause the implant to extrude
through the skin, requiring implant removal to
heal the infection.
5. Sometimes hematoma (a collection of blood under the skin incision) develops, requiring prolonged hospitalization and healing. Re-operation
to remove the clot is sometimes necessary if complications occur.
(Cont. on pg. 900)
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The
Bookworm
Gloria C. Sierra loves a
lot of things, among them
is me, I think.
What I do KNOW is
that she LOVES to read. As
ev1dence, look at the photo at right.
On an evening in Nov.
2006, she was reading a
true romance novel when I
saw her in the living room,
(right). She looked so pretty
I had to snap a few photos.
Below, she has switched to
reading the Holy Bible after the photographer suggested it would make a better picture. W hat do you
think ? Right? Right.

Cochlear Implant

(Cont. from pg. 899)

6. T he incision sometimes results in long term numbness or altered skin sensation of the outer ear or
scalp.
7. Implants result in a palpable lump behind the ear.
If implant fails, it could require removal, replacement or a reduction of electrodes in use.
8. Long-term effects from electrode insertion, or
from e lectrical stimulation, is unknown. They
may cause new bone growth in the cochlea or
deterioration of the nerve cells. T hey could result in eventual deterioration of the cochlear response.
I believe that at my advanced age I do not want to
chance any other health problems beyond those that I
have now. I believe my mind is still functioning properly. I would not want to burden my wife with having to
permanently care for a person with an impaired brai n
or other serious medical proble ms which might be
caused by a cochlear implant. So, impa ired hearing is
what I have to deal with for the rest of my life. ***
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Dan McCorquodale
Gong Show,
The Last Annual
Date

???

Santa Clara County Supervisor Dan
McCorquodale was running for re-election. His No.
1 administrative aide was my good friend, Jack
Ellwanger, who prevailed upon me to serve as Master of Ceremonies of the LAST ANNUAL
McCORQUODALE GONG SHOW! The show was
held before a crowd of nearly 1,000 people in the
Marie Campbell Pavilion at the Santa Clara County
Fairgrounds.
This is how it went:
GONG! GONG! GONG!
Master of Ceremonies appears on stage.
.. Good evening ... Welcome to the Last Annual
McCorquodale Gong Show .... We have a very special
program planned for your entertainment ... and we are
sure you are going to enjoy it. ....

But, now •••• Let's welcome our Master of Ceremonies for this evening ••• Direct from the U.S.
Federal Court Building, Washington, D.C•••• Let's
have a big Santa Clara County welcome for ••• SENATOR STRAIGHT-TALK SIERRA!"
(Walk to rear of stage ... Re-enter .... Give Nixon
salute, with both hands)
.. Thank You! ..
.. TONIGHT
The LAST ANNUAL
McCORQUODALE GONG SHOW ... featuring some
of the best song & dance acts on the political show
business circuit ... some straight talk by the only straighttalking person in this room ... spotlighting the unique
talents of our marvelous percussionist, SHELLEY
TOSAW of the San Jose Symphony Orchestra ... with
MUSICAL accompaniment by the LYNNE LAWSON
QUARTET ...
Brought to you by the Santa Clara County Transit
System ... the San Jose Mercury News ... and Rocky
Mountain brewed Coors Beer.

Broadcasting from the shadows of the goat and
chicken pens in the Santa Clara County Fairgrounds
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••• with dinner prepared by the Santa Clara County
firefighters and sagacious political talk by YOURS
TRULY!
But ... FIRST ... listen to this important message:
LINDA JONES: .. NOW ... themostefficienttransit
system ever devised by mortal man ... the Santa Clara
County Transit System ... guaranteed to get you there,
sooner or later.
Take the bus ... and suffer with us!
Breathe noxious gases! See mechanics work on
diesel engines ... while you wait, and wait, and wait!
Experience the thrill of riding our new buses ... made
in Oakland ... assembled in Alviso ... and repaired daily
in San Jose.
Ride one today! Find out how! Call 299-4116
between 4 AM and 5 AM Tuesday through Wednesday
... for a recorded message.

Better yet ••• go to the bus stop and wait. Take
your own water, C-rations, and sleeping bag."
MC: .. Because of the delicate nature of conducting
political campaigns, and because all of us have particular prejudices, we have been asked by the VOTE FOR
McCORQUODALE OR ELSE campaign committee
not to make fun of the following:

The Catholic Church •••• The Women's Move;o
ment ••• Labor Unions ••• C.E.T.A••••• Wineries •..•
Cesar Chavez •••• Preparation H ••••• 54 Chevies ...•.
the American Medical Association •••• Proposition 13
••••• Princess Tours •••• San Francisco 49ers •••• The 280
Freeway •••• Avon Ladies •••• and Horny MidgetS~
And so .. that leaves us with just one subject at which
to poke jest ... POLITICIANS!
.. BUT ... let's get on to our first act of the evening~
Here's First District Supervisor SUSIE WILSON, singing ..The Eyes of Texas .. in five languages, accompanied
by her husband, Bob, on the guitar.
(Susie will sing three verses. She will ask the audience to sing the 4th verse with her. At end of 4th verse
... GONG! (Signal Shelley ToSaw).
MC: .. Thank you! Thank you ..
For our next act, we present the entire Milpitas City
Council presenting an original drama ..... AS MILPITAS
TURNS!
Featured are Mayor Peter (Primo) McHugh
Robert Livengood, Jr.
James Rodgers
and Jim Bargabus
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Let's welcome BACK TO CIVll..IZATION, the
Milpitas City Council!
(AS Mll.PITAS TURNS)
MC: "1 took my wife to Milpitas last Saturday night
for dinner ... We had a box of crackerjack and a glass of
lemonade in their best snack bar!
The way MILPITAS is developing these days, it will
soon be the bedroom community for San Jose ... which
is a noble enough ambition ... being that it is now the
BATHROOM!
There are still signs of intelligence in Milpitas ...
Councilman Jack Wach just quit ... and moved toUTAH.
..... UTAH??"
MC: "Act No. 3 was to have been 13th Congressional Dis trict Representative NORMAN Y.
MINETA, doing a tap dance to "DO YOU KNOW
THE WAY TO SAN JOSE ....
BECAUSE he probably has more SENSE than
the rest of us, NORM instead is taking an extended
vacation in the BADLANDS OF SOUTH DAKOTA.
This telegram was handed to us this morning at 4
AM outside a downtown bar ....
From: Rock Hills, South Dakota
To: Dan McCorquodale, Santa Clara County
Dear Dan:
The national press corps caught wind of my Gong
Show routine and has been following me for days.
Rumor has it that Jack Anderson has even seen me
wearing my dancing shoes during a roll calJ on the
hill. Needless to say, I've decided to lay low for a
while. Don't call me, I'll call you.
Good luck, Norm.
P.S. If the Anderson article shows up in the Mere ,
don't believe it ... the shoes are gold, not blue suede.

MC: Now ... listen to tbis very important message!
LUPE GARCIA: "Coors is right ... very far right.
You don't always have to be left to be right ... or right to
be left.
You have the right to be left alone. You also have the
right to be alone left. If this is confusing, perhaps you are
sober ... THEN, MAYBE ... It's time for one of America's
finest beers ... COORS ... made from pure Rocky Mountain water ... and little else!

Preferred by discriminating drinkers such as
Jerry Ford, Henry Kissinger, Adolph Coors, Joseph
Coors, Mike Coors, and all the other little Coors."
MC: "Now let's go to the state capitol building in
Sacramento:
"When I go to sleep, I never count sheep,
I count all the guys around Linda,
If only she'd stop, I'd ask her to flop,
And then I would get to know Linda ... "

GOOD EVENING, my fellow Californians! This
is your Governor, MIKE CURB, speaking to you
from the Governor's Chair in Sacramento.
This afternoon, after speaking on the telephone with
one of our most respected citizens in San Clemente, I
have declared a State of Emergency in California.
As those of you who read Rona Barrett know, former
governor Jerry Brown is off on another junket to some
foreign land with Linda Ronstadt. This has created a
state of emergency, as the Governor left much necessary
and vital work undone. We have a resolution granting
ownership rights to the Sun to P.G.&E., and another
resolution to the American Advertising Association for
their ad campaign on the Alaska Pipeline, which were
left unsigned by our playboy governor.

Even when he was in the state, Jerry spent most
of his time plotting and planning on how to replace
the Peanut Vendor.
Therefore ... I ... as newly appointed Governor of
California, today moved the State Capitol to San
Clemente .... and have appointed Richard M. Nixon as
Lieutenant Governor .... we have declared the State
Motto to be 'VIVA HOWARD JARVIS! " ... and have
sold the State University School System to Kentucky
Fried Chicken.
Also ... to stimulate the economy ... we have purchased 500 F-16 fighter bombers from Rockwell International .... have bought 200 million recordings of our
state song from Mike Cmb Records ... and have asked all
police and fire departments to immediately implement a
policy of wearing pink and white uniforms, because
those are Linda's favorite colors.

In the true American spirit of humanitarianism,
we have sent the former Governor's personal belongings to him c/o The American Hotel, on Guam.
Included were his 6 x 8 foot plywood bed, his '56
Plymouth (with a full gas tank), a year's subscription to
INSIDE HOLLYWOOD magazine, 6 books of instruc-

CON SAFOS --A CHICANo•s JOURNEY THROUGH LIFE IN CALIFORNIA

tions on how to build an outrigger canoe, 14 cases of CRations, 2 cases of Near Beer, his collection of assorted
beads, his White House Erector Set, and an autographed
photo of Mr. Whipple.
We are sure that Jerry Brown will find solitude,
contentment, peace ... and Linda on Guam.
May the Good Lord Bless and Keep You, my fellow
Californians. GOOD NIGHT!
(McCORQUODALE WILL COME TO STAGE.
GRAB MIKE. HE Wll..L BE GONGED AND LEAVE
THE STAGE)
LINDA JONES: "SENATOR STRAIGHT-TALK,
can we ask you a few questions? Please, sir!
"In the recent past you have been caught partially
nude in the Washington Tidal Basin at 4 AM with a $6
per night hooker; you have taken six fact-finding trips to
Paris, Honolulu, Tokyo, Rio De Janeiro, Copenhagen,
and Hong Kong; you have been accused of shoplifting
a 42 inch Teddy Bear from Macy•s New York; and are
wanted in six states for impersonating a dedicated public
servant.
Senator, can you give us a straight answer to this
question: IS THE POLITICAL CAREER OF SENATOR STRAIGHT-TALK SIERRA COMING TO A
SCREECHING HALT? ..

SENATOR: "After leaving a 14-hour federal
budget session with Bert Lance, Billy and Jummah
Carter, and four cases of Billy Beer, I was passing the
tidal basin and went to the aid of a young lady who
had fallin in and was screaming for help.
I was PARTIALLY DRESSED because I do not
believe in washing a $400 silk suit, bought by the
American people, in salt water. I want to apologize to the
American people for not first asking the lady to identify
herself and her profession before I rescued her. I managed to save her life, and received her thanks ... and her
telephone number.

Secondly, the fact-fmding trips to those places
you just mentioned were undertaken because of my
devoted intent to vote responsibly on matters which
come before the Congress dealing with French, Japanese, Brazilian, Hawaiian, and the night life in Hong
Kong.
Thuudly ... no respectable member of the U.S. Senate (OF WHICH, OF COURSE, YOUR SENATOR
HERE, IS CERTAINLY ONE), would be caught dead
in the teddy bear department of Macy's, or ANY other
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store. That matter, would, of course, have been referred
to my Committee on Wild Life .. as was the Honolulu
trip!

I am not concerned that the news media folks
continue to attempt to muddy the reputation of one
of the most respected members of the U.S. Senate
(POINTS AT SELF) •••
Why, I remember many many years ago, back in
Nawth Carolina, my mommy would bounce me up and
down on her knee and tell me the story of a humble man
who once walked the burning sands of Nazareth. He,
too, had a difficult time at first getting people to believe
him. He was turned away at Motel Sixes all·over the
country. He was not allowed to board the County buses,
and was eventually nailed to the cross like a common
crook ... And .... (POINTS FINGER IN THE AIR} .. "

LINDA JONES: "SENATOR, are you comparing yourself, Sir, to Jesus Christ?"
SENATOR: IIWHO?II
MC: .. And now ... our Senator from the 11th ..
Senatorial District ... AL ALQUIST!
Senator Alquist is our next performer. Showing
more courage than most of our legislators, he will play
theWABASH CANNONBALL on 37 finely tuned beer
bottles.
(Alquist will appear on stage, and begin his act.
GONG just as he signals that he is ready to play)
GONG!
(Alquist will stand back ... and exit stage)

MC: .. And now the LOCAL 715, Service EPIployees International Union, will present a skit entitled .. BOARD OF SUPERVISORS - EXECUTIVE SESSION- LABOR RELATIONS·- A:FANTASY! ..
The act features:
Mike McMann as Rod
Gayle Southworth as Dominic
Marilyn Acevedo as Gerry
Harold Lee Maynard as Suzy
Chuck Alderete as Lee Stevenson
(THIS ACT WILL PLAY. DO NOT GONG)
MC: .. And now, by special request .... District5
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Supervisor, GERRY STEINBERG ... will hum pertinent sections of the Revenue and Taxation Code.
Gerry! GERRY! Gerry?

(Solemnly) ••• ''We regret to announce that Gerry
Steinberg will not be present. We have just received
a telephone call from somewhere on Gish Road
where she is being held captive at the INFernal
Revenue Service.'
(DAN MC CORQUODALE APPEARS ON
STAGE)
MC: .. HI, DAN! How are you? ... (shake hands with
him. Just as he gets ready to speak ... GONG!)
MC: ..Before we go on ... I have been asked to
introduce a few of Dan McCorquodale•s friends:
Peter McHugh, Milpitas City Council
Robert Livengood, Milpitas City Council
Jim Rodgers, Milpitas City Council
Jim Bargabus, Milpitas City Council

AI Alquist, State Senator
Tom Bates, Assemblyman
Robert Beresford, Former
Municipal Court Judge
Barbara Boxer, Supervisor,
Marin County
Selby Brown, County Counsel
Linda Calion, City Councilwoman, Saratoga
Vic Calvo, Assemblyman
Sam Chapman, Supervisor, Napa County
Dominic Cortese, Chairman,
SC County Supervisors
Louis Cortez, Councilman, Newark
Waddeh Deddah, Assemblyman, San Diego
Rod Diridon, Supervisor

Leona Egeland, Assemblywoman
Jerry Estruth, Councilman, San Jose
Sam Farr, Supervisor, Monterey County
Tom Ferrito, Councilman, Los Gatos
Ellen Fletcher, Councilwoman, Palo Alto
Al Garza, Councilman, San Jose
Deni Green, Governor's Office of
Research and Planning
Rusty Hammer, Councilman, Campbell
Brian Kahn, Supervisor, Sonoma County
Roy Lave, Councilman, Los Altos
David Leahy, Judge, Superior Court

Fred Lucero, Judge, Superior Court . .?-::~· .-·'~;1;,
Chris Matthews, Supervisor, Santa Cruz Couno/--:
Norm Matteoni, Councilman, Saratoga
Dianne McKenna, Councilwoman, Sunnyvale
Henry Mello, Assemblyman
Jim Mills, State Senator, President Pro-Tem

Norman Mineta, Congressman
Gus Morrison, Councilman, Fremont
Leslie Nichols, Councilman, Mountain View:·
Gary Patton, Supervisor, Santa Cruz County
Bill Press, Governor's Office of
Research & Planning
Valerie Raymond, Supervisor, Alameda Gmlnf:¥., ....
Conrad Rushing, Superior Court Judge · · ·: :· ~:.'-.
Charles Santana, Supervisor, Alameda County
Bill Siegel, County Executive
Eddie Souza, Councilman, Santa Clara
Larry Stone, Councilman, Sunnyvale
Tak Takai, Judge, Superior Court
John Vasconsellos, Assemblyman
lola Williams, Councilwoman, San Jose:·."_.~·,
Susanne Wilson, Supervisor, Santa Clara County
Dolowries Wulfhorst, Councilwoman, ·
Sunnyvale .. ...
, ·. ·:·:--···1!
MC: "And now ••• Mr. JERRY ESTRUM; San
i .

.-;,.:

:(

Jose city Councilman, the man who made a Joe
Citizen out of Joe Colla •••
Will present his original rendition of the stoe~broker's
anthem, .. God Bless Free Enterprise ...
Accompanying Councilman Estruth on·:the gui-

tar is Councilman Jerry Estruth!
Let's hear it for both of them •••• !!
(THIS ACT Wll..L PLAY ... DO NOT GONG).
MC: .. AND NOW ... lefs take a briefbreakfor some
straight talk ...
REPORTER LINDA JONES: "Senator Straight
Talk, why are Americans sitting in gas lines? If..there a
conspiracy between the politicians and the major oil
companies to raise the price of gasoline?"
SENATOR: ..That's a good question, ,pretty; h1~
Throughout my long and distinguished career in .the
YEWnited States Senate, I have given straight answers
to difficult questions, and I'm getting ready to do it-again
.. You newspaper people got your pencils ready? You
TV people got your cameras ready? ... OK! · : . ·· .,. · ·

Now ••• in nineteen and seventy-three, President
You-Know-Who and the Santa Clara County Board
: . :' : ., ·r : ;
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of Supervisors conspired to jump the price of gas
from 36 cents per gallon to 70 cents. And they learned
a very valuable lesson ••• that the American people
don't much care what gas costs ••• as long as they can
get some!
Now .. in the fall of 1978, Supervisor Dan
McCorquodale, representatives of the major oil companies, and lawyers for the Gillig Corporation met at the
Alviso Sheraton Hotel and worked out a plan whereby
they'd all wind up FILTHY RICH.

Here's the way it works ••• Gillig wants to sell
buses. The oil companies want to sell gas at a higher
price. And McCorquodale wants a $10 BILLION
DOLLAR LITE RAIL TRANSIT SYSTEM to be
paid by you and I.
They came up with a plan whereby there is a gas
shortage, so you limit the hours you will sell gas ... and
jack up the price at the same time. When people are
buying scarce commodities, it is hardly the time to gripe
about the price, right? RIGHT.
GILLIG makes out because many people cannot
afford $1.00 per gallon gas, and they park or sell their
cars and take to the buses. Now ... the more people riding
buses, the more supporters you have for a rapid transit
system, no?
Your next question, reporter Jones, will be: Why
should Gillig support Supervisor McCorquodale's Lite
Rail System which will make their buses obsolete or
non-essential? That's easy, friends, the Gillig buses are
only good for two or three years anyway ... and by that
time the County should be hard at work building a LITE
RAIL TRAIN SYSTEM.

Gillig, we are sure, will offer to buy back the
buses at about 1/3 of what they sold them for, andresell them to the major oil companies to transport
their oil workers to their jobs and back.
Now ... it don't take a high school graduate to figure
out that the oil companies will be selling less gas ... but
for twice as much money ... and expending less effort
making it! THAT IS .. working part time to make twice
as much money. Nothing dumb about that. The U.S.
Congress figured that one out, many, many years ago!
How does Supervisor McCorquodale get his lite rail
system? That's easy too ... because after abandoning
their cars and getting sick and tired of buses that always
break down, the Santa Clara County taxpayers will vote
for ANYTHING to get them out of the buses!! ... and
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into a Iitle rail system...
REPORTER JONES: .. Senator, can I quote you on
that? ..
SENATOR: .. NO! ... Hell No ... quote unidentified
government sources ... that's enough! ..
MC: .. NOW ... an act which played for 16 weeks
at the Schubert Theatre in Coyote, Calif., which was
lauded by drama critics of the Washington STAR,
the Los Angeles TIMES, and the Alviso DAILY
PLANET ... 16th District Congressional Representative, DON EDWARDS!
... Creating his special, his famous mur-al· on·
stage ... the E.R.A. logo entirely in Ladies Clloice
dill pickle chips!
Let's have a big welcome for the Congressman!

MC: (looking offstage) ''Ladies and·gentle-· ·.
men •••• we cannot locate Congressman Edwards!
••• However, we have just been handed'a:,tele-·
gram.
(READS TELEGRAM)
.. Dear Dan:
You won't believe it. Five hundred and sixteen
cases of pickle chips later, I've lost my touch. My
bread and butters aren't blending well, my relish is
flat, and my kosher dills just don't relate. Things are
so bad even the deli down the street won't exhibit my
best mural work called, .. Gherkin Fever... · · · · ·.· ·
But watch out next time. Got a great idea·far a
sculpting of the County building made entirely from
frozen yami yogurt. I can't wait!
Yours in a pickle, DON
P.S. Enclosed is an article soon to be released by
nationally syndicated columnist Jack Anderson.
Mineta's shoes really are blue suede!
~ t_

•

• •••

MC: "And now ••• direct from the exotic south
seas ••• 24th Assembly DistrictRepresentativ~LEONA
EGELAND as "Hula Hattie" ••• performing in full
costume from her native land ••• "The Cockeyed
Mayor of Kaunakakai!"
· ..
(THIS ACT WILL PLAY. DO NOT GONG)
MC: .. NOW ... here's our next performer,"a gentleman who finished 2nd in the race forMA YOR Of SAN
JOSE last November ... (If you are satisfied whh finishing second, folks, just remember that that is where the
German Army finished in World War II ! ! ...

906

CON SAFOS --A CHICANO'S JOURNEY THROUGH LIFE IN CALIEORNIA

The Mayor and our performer were involved in
niany discussions on development during the campaign
... PERSONALLY ... we believe that both of them could
stand much more development ... MENTALLY!
A few years ago, the San Jose MERCURY criticized the Mayor of San Jose for burying her garbage
in her backyard.
Well ••• Iast November she buried AI Garza ••• and
they endorsed the move!
Anyway ... here's the only politician ever to get more
votes in the PRIMARY than in the GENERAL ELECTION ... theErnieAbeytiaoftheChicanocommunity ...
the man who brought us Marilyn Glover ... the Darling
of the Developers ... ALFREDO GARZA, JR.!
San Jose Councilman Garza will sing, "I Did it My
Way" accompanied by music played by all his friends,
neighbors, and supporters .... EAT YOUR HEART
OUT, FRANK SINATRA!
(THIS ACT WILL PLAY. DO NOT GONG)
MC: "And now ... let's listen to this interesting
message .. "
LUPE GARCIA: "Do you want an interesting
career? Have you just escaped from a mental institution?
Do you harbor desires to perpetrate character assassination of local people while ignoring society's REALLY
IMPORTANT problems? .... Perhaps you qualify to be
a muck-raking reporter for the San Jose MERCURY
NEWS!
Find out today ... if you have a future in the newspaper business! Just send two boxtops from any breakfast
cereal (No menudo boxes, please!) .. a list of all the
troublemakers in the Santa Clara Valley who are screwing up OUR beautiful valley, and a 1,000 word essay on
"Build, Build, Build-- Trees don't buy newspapers!" to
the San Jose MERCURY, P.O. Box ICUR12, Alviso,
Calif."
MC: "Moving right along ••• the featured attraction of our show ••• the act you have been waiting for
•.. a performance sure to set show business back at
least 40 years •••
4th District Supervisor Rodney Diridon and San
Jose Councilwoman lola Williams .... doing their ballet
version of "I've Been Working on the Railroad."
(TAPED MUSIC STARTS)
(GONG AS lOLA FALLS INTO ROD'S ARMS.
GONG!)
MC: "Have you noticed the beautiful flowers deco-

was

rating the tables in this room? So have I! Know Who
responsible for that? ... Take a bow, Mr. Tad Sawamura,
Harry Lee, Jamo Momii, Mike Niimoto, Don h,ita, and
Yamashita's Carnations!
Beautiful creations! Thank you! Thank You! Thank
you!
MC: "We've been having a problem backStage •.•
all night long ••• there's this tall fellow that keeps
showing everyone his I.D. card and insisting thatJte
wants to perform also. We have hesitated introduce him, because he don't LOOK like he has ANY
TALENT ••• but since we don't have any more people
to (QUOTE) ENTERTAIN YOU (QUOTE),.,let's
give alisten to •••
.· · -. · ' -·
The most respected legislator in Santa Cbu~a County
... A friend of the working man and woman .. ~·the 3rd
District Supervisor, DAN MC CORQUODALE!· .
(VERY SHORT SPEECH)
MC: "Since no one that I've seen tonight seems to
have any talent, please allow me a few seconds··.fo Show
you that I DON'T HAVE ANY talent either! ... I am
going to sing the Ballad of Richard Nixon':·:· :~ ;. ·.,·! :'· ~~<: •••
(To the tune of "I Really Don't Want to Know")
"How many folks have cursed you,
...
· ·
And told you where to go ...
I wonder, I wonder, I wonder,
. , ·:.·. · ·
But I know that I'll never know ... "
, , ,. .
MC: "Have you heard about the new dolls now
available at department stores ... just in time for Christmas?...
.. · ....... ·
The Chicano Doll-- You wind it up and it brings out
a six-pack!
The San Francisco Doll-- You wind itup·and·it
brings out another San Franciscan!
· · · ·· ·
The Liz Taylor Doll-- You wind it up arid-ittuns
away with your husband!
The Janet Gray Hayes Doll-- You wind it up and it
runs away from the problems!
-··
The Hooker Doll -- You wind it up and it lies down
with just about anybody!
The AI Garza Doll -- You wind it up and it lies
down with developers!
The Republican Congressional Doll -- You wirtd·it
up and it hides election contributions.
· ... ·
The Democratic Congressional Doll -- You wind it
· _; ··, .
up and it hides from its constituents!
The Andy Diaz Doll-- You wind it up and it runs

to
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Name It After Me Politicians on San Jose City CQW,PC,iJ
-:
.

'

.. ·,. ..:•

-

Running For Re-Election ... Payback Time!
I wrote the editorial below after some San Jose City
Councilmen voted to rename some city parks. After
themselves, of course. Que huevos de cabrones!
It was first published in EL EXCENTRICO magazine
on March 20, 1965.
"NAME IT AFTER ME" POLITICIANS
CAMPAIGNING FOR OFFICE
by E. David Sierra
This is just to remind those of you who were concerned about the City Councilmen who named those city

parks after themselves that is is payoff time.
.
Elections are drawing near and now is the tiitie
for those of us whose intelligence was insulted when
Councilmen Welch and Morre, among others, chose
to rename city parks and could think of no more
deserving people to honor than themselves.'The question of why the parks were renamed to begin with was
not answered.
As I see it, these men are not interested-in4oiBgwhat
is best for the majority of the peoplle nQ! .. M~"~tli~y
concerned with saving the taxpayers• money (Paul Mq()re
promised to account for monies spent d'QJi~gl®-l~st
campaign and somehow never got aroundto.J.t.
spent for travel while in office) .
He seems more interested in leaving their name
affixed to some public place, forever preserving their
names in the history of this great city. Butwhatif~ve&y
done to merit a park named after them? Aren'Uheieniore
deserving men in the community?
·. , ·
What is to keep another tinhorn politician in,tbe
future from renaming Moore Park in ·honor his
favorite poodle" What is to keep a future·.p«illtico
from renaming Welch Park after a striped a-- ape?
You can count on seeing these men ·at· MeXi:ean
American social functions again now that the· campaign
is on. They will profess to be a friend of the:Me:tiean
American, the best friend we've ever had at(~ity..'Hall.
BULL!!
.... ·.:,-:.i·.Ladies and gentlemen, the best friend the Mexican
American has at City Hall is Clyde Fischer!)·,And~:
Shaffer.
.· · - ~ ..
If you had Moore's and Welch's pronuses.and:2()
cents you could ride the No. 2 bus to the· end -of·.tbe

Money

•• and runs ••• and runs!
Dan Mac Gong Show (Cont. from pg. 906)
The Santa Clara County Transit Bus Doll -- You
wind it up .. and it STOPS!
MC: .. ThankyouforattendingtheLAST ANNUAL
MC CORQUODALE GONG SHOW. Many, many
people contributed to make this evening a success ... the
bartenders, of course! ... cooks, McCorquodale•s staff,
fairgrounds personnel, Richard Gomez ... many others ...
most of all, a big thanks and a warm abrazo to J ana
Cunningham for her excellent cooperation!
"BEFORE WE LEAVE, we want to thank you
for coming ••• I will draw numbers out of a hat ••• If I
call your number, please come forward to the foot of
the stage and CHARLOTTE POWERS will hand
you your prize. READY?
(START READING NUMBERS)
MC: IIWE APPRECIATE IT VERY MUCH ... WE
KNOW that many of you are far more talented than the
acts which have appeared on our stage this evening ...
However, remember that this only the LAST ANNUAL
McCorquodale Gong Show .. Next year, perhaps the
spotlight will focus on YOU, YOU, and YOU ....
Remember ••• beginning almost immediately •.•
Dancing to the Lynne Lawson Quartet!
THANK YOU FOR BEING SUCH A SPLENDID
AUDIENCE!
EDITOR'SNOTE: Boxed material was not
written by E. David Sierra.

·o'·

line. And no further.

*****
.

. .... . ... ; :
.

.

~~'

)

True Genius..,:·,,''_ ":,.,
When a true genius appears in w.s-:.·w~ri4\~·-.+
you may know him by the sign
.the···.
dunces are all in confederacy against birrL
--Jonathan Swift

;t4at
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POCHO -

•Til see you after the war, Richard. rn p~ leaviilk:!or
the Marines in the morning...
. . . . ~· ·
Un unprovoked attack by pachucos up~n agroqp:.of
boys had put two youths in the hospital with .broken
limbs.
.·
·. ·
·::····

A Book Review

••• He spoke again before she could ~$-Y anotlier
word. ''He asked me ifi liked to play witbmyself;~d
I said yes, and he was angry."
·
· .

May 7, 1960

EDITOR'S NOTES: While writing for EL
EXCENTRICO I met the first honest-to-goodness
author I had ever met in my life. Jose Antonio
Villareal wrote POCHO. He came to El Excentrico
flogging his book and publisher Humberto Garcia
asked me to read the book, interview the author, and
write a book review for his magazine.

This is what I had to say in EL
EXCENTRICO'S May 1960 edition:
Jose Antonio Villareal, author ofPOCHO, is a man
who undoubtedly drew from his own personal experiences in turning out his first novel.

'!'line years ago, as an undergraduate at San Jose
State College, Mr. Villareal began to unfold the story
of a Mexican American youth growing up in the lush
and fertile Santa Clara Valley.
fter gr~duating from S~ Jose High School,
Mr. Vtllareal served 1n the United States
Navy for 44 months. After his discharge in
1946 he attended SJS for awhile and then transferred to
the University of California where he earned a Bachelor
of Arts degree in English. After than came postgraduate
work at UCLA and at his alma mater.
POCHO is his first book and the author has dedicated it to his father, 70-year old Jose Heladio Villareal
and to the memory of his mother Felicitaz.

A

The 35-year old writer is married to Mrs. Barbara Villareal, formerly of New York, and after
seven years of marriage they have three children,
Jan 5 years old; Kelly, 4 years; and Caleb, 1 year old;
all born in Berkeley, Calif.
The Villareal family now resides at 18655 Montivina
Road, Los Gatos.

BRIEF EXCERPTS FROM POCHO
.... He waited for the telephone call, and finally on
the fourth day it came... It's taken care of, .. he said.
.. Thanks, man ...

With his limited knowledge of English, the trcin.slation into Spanish was a literal one, and sheclid.Iiotf\uly
understand this meaning ...1 could not say rto, because it
is true that I would rather be alone than with the Portuguese and the Spaniards. They always hit-nie,~y,
and make fun of me. Tell me, why should Jplaiw1th:lJie
others if they do not like me?..
.
Jose Antonio Villareal's POCHO is a:~no.v.ef:)W.J!lich
very vividly captures the true and too often saddening
aspects of life among the early Mexican popUlace· offhe
. ..
Santa Clara Valley.
It is an interesting, easily understandable book,·and
one which is almost certain to find for itselfamclle:m:tihe
hearts of all who have experienced first -hahd the.tedi0us
rigors and sometimes seemingly senseless conflicts of
agricultural labor, those who have knowri~th~:.~gs.:ef
hunger, and those who have suffered withthehtt:miliating stigma of racial bigotry.
.· ,.:. ~::···/ ·.·~::-:':_:· ·

POCHO was written by a man who· know~·::Well
and thoroughly understands the Mexicanpeopleffor
he is one of us.
· ,
It does not champion any cause nor does it. advocate
either mental or physical revolt against ·:.thee ·.Atlgto;..
American way. Rather it strives to pinpoint-~ the· eften
incomprehensible frustrations of a young· ·man 'torn
between two cultures, the Mexican and the ·American.

From the first chapter depicting :JUan• :&lltiil;.~s
idolizing of the rebel Pancho Villa, the str.uggle8-~of
early childhood, pachuco fights, hunger marches-to
Sacramento in the early 30's, through the.iitCipient
stages of unculminated love affairs, and endPig ·With
entry into the military service at the outbreako:f.War,
POCHO is a moving, human, and interesting work.
Villareal is an easily read author, a pronlismg'Clttist;
and seems destined to place his name alongsi4e ·lahn
Steinbeck•s as prime examples of American literature at
the grass roots level. The author knows his·subjeCt-well,
and in POCHO, he explains it very well. Every MeXican
should read it.
---David Sierra May 7, 1960
·· ·
. . : ~ ~... .

.,
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Newark State
Convention Trip
Join Lobo, Tyrone, and
The Leader Editor on
Trip to 1985 State Convention
at Newark, California
by Elke Sakalamota

SAKALAMOTA
This article first appeared in the California
FORUMEER to stimulate attendance at the state
convention being held in Newark.
THE LEADER's exciting 4-day excursion from San
Jose to the picturesque and historic village of Newark
and the 1985 California GI Forum convention on June
27 thru 30 will be fun -filled and exciting. Lots of good
food , cocktail receptions, excitina
business sessions '
0
and delightful conversations with local political leaders
and GI Forum personalities.

Sign up now if you want to be included among the
'Elite' who will join THE LEADER staffpeople on
this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity.
. Send your check for $ 1,023.0 to us at once, or drop
It off at the GI Forum building any Monday night before
May 33rd. Don't be left out, your frie nds will be talking
about it for years!

Fee includes transportation, all meals, refreshments, green cards, sightseeing, hats & noisemakers,
shampoo, scout knife, gratuities, rocket launcher,
church key, autograph book, life raft, bail, cilantro,
massage, portage, cue stick, souvenir photos, mace,
doggie bags, whoopee cushion, legal advice, video
tapes, and Ben Fernandez for President poster.
Also, golf balls, hard hat, shaving gear, tennis shoes,
fuzz buster, change of clothes (unisex), suntan oil,
shovel, mousetraps, shoe hom, parking permit, brass
knuckles, chile fresco, dice, map of Deco to, bridge tolls,
shoe shine, film, postage, autographed photos of Lobo
and Spark, 5,000 rounds of .30 caliber ammo, and lots of
other freebies.

With your application, please specify Male, Female,
or Other. Also telephone number, favorite beverage,
favorite foods , and your bail bondsman's home number.
Government regulations limit our excursion to 18
people ONLY, so please hurry!
After the applications are received, we will pare
down thelistto 18. We want to take only the cream of our
society on this excursion. (San Jose Chapter members
and friends only, please). If you are a weirdo. flasher,
nerd , bowler, accordion player, don't speak Spanish, or
have ever registered Republican, etc., please do not
embarrass yourself or us by applying. OUI·computer wi ll
reject you posthaste.
Those whose applications are rejected will have
their money cheerfully refunded minus a 30% administrative fee to be retained by us to pay THE LEADER'S
bar bill at Antuna's.

OUR ITINERARY
THURS. , JUNE 27th--8:00A.M. We meet at world
famous Antuna's Mexican Restaurant in the trendy
Washington Square area of San Jose for an autentico
desayuno Aztecacreatively prepared by cooks imported
from old Mexico, and served with tortill as de maiz
calientitas, hand made at our table by Chef Leonardo
himself.
While sipping our postprandial apertifs, and playing
shuffleboard, we are entertained by SJSU cheerleaders
(class of 1912). Afterward, giddy with champagne from
the free alfresco reception hosted by THE LEADER
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staff in the patio, we board our luxurious chartered
excursion vehicles (actually four '56 Chevies borrowed
from vatos locos on the east side) for the first stop on our
journey.
11:30 A.M. We arrive at S.J. Civic Center and look
with disgust at City Hall where bungling bureaucrats
piddled away $60 million of the taxpayers money. We
visit the Council Chambers where members sat seeking
a pay raise while disavowing responsibility for the loss.

We view doors posted with "Don't Blame Me"
signs. We meet with city leaders to ask what happened to the $60 million. We are referred to Admin.
Aides. We drink a toast to ex-Mercury columnist
Steve Lopez.
e visit the cafeteria to see where the real
decisions are made. After taking photos
of the Finance Department offices, we
check our pockets to make sure our wallets are still there.
The ladies make sure they still have all their jewelry. We
give a proper salute to the building as we walk out the
back door. Someone from an upper floor window returns our salute, adding "Same to You!" We leave San
Jose City Hall with police escort. All the city politicians
come outside to wave us off, some leisurely using only
one finger.
1:00 P.M. We arrive at the second stop on our
fabulous journey, ELSAVOY. At this quaint northside
libation lab, we sample our favorite refreshments while
viewing an exhibition of pool-hall wizardry by Mexican
Joe Saavedra.
Those not so inclined, watch the Channel 11 News
and see Jeff Richmond's gee whiz sportscast put us to
sleep. Again.

W

We play Trivia Pursuit with the bartender, winning rounds of beer for our excursionists with such
questions as: "What National Football League Team
retired the jersey of a football player even though
that player never gained one single yard for that
team?" •••• and ••• "Which is the only American
family in which the father, son and MOTHER served
in the U.S. Senate?"
Later, Lobo and the Editor sip kool aid and muscatel
cocktails and sign autographs for the ladies. Then we
leave for our next stop.
2:00P.M. We arrive at D&R Auto Center, official
garage of the San Jose GI Forum. We observe carefully
as a master mechanic replaces the gas cap on the GI

Forum van ... again. The news media may ~estion.~~e
gas cap. Out-of-towners may take photogtap~~. ~itP:·i!te
gas cap.
.,. . . ···:'.~ ·
We view the winter home of Tyrone;. 'wlio._g~ve
distinguished service to this publication before he ~as
reassigned (see April issue). We see the au~o trans~s
sion which Tyrone had licked clean of oil, ·~wallowh_lg
the nuts and bolts to toughen himself fer· his .:~~xt
assignment.
.
... :

We visit the bathroom to see copieS t>r· attiG.Ies
Tyrone wrote for THE LEADER, which \Vere criticized by some former members and wliicb· are ~9W
bound for the Ronnie Popular Libracy at&anmr4.

After taking pictures of his doghouse fe,~~ng:f#i~;
rescent lighting and astroturf flooring, we listen intently
as owner David Rodriguez shares with us;..the ·most
intimate secrets of Tyrone's aerobic exercise-routipes
and diet. We also learn what Tyrone wore t() bed! : ·

At this time the ladies are allowed,to~take·p~tos
of. the Tyrone Childhood Home. We buy :·meinota•
billa at Tyrone's Souvenir Stand. As we embark-for
our next stop, a local dog gives us the Tyrone salute,
"·
resting one hind leg against the fence.
4:30P.M. We arrive at the world famous Ghetto
Golf and Country Club on King Road and are-:greetec1:m
the parking lot by Spark The WonderDog. and: several
city and county political leaders.
: ~·~· >- ···:·.• ,-.h<·.,
Spark meets Lobo for the first t~e.:. ·It ::i$'~ a
momentuous occasion so we all have our caineras·.teady
to take photos and preserve the moment for: postecl,ly.
The politicians hurry to get into the photo, while·<we
smile and snap away. We gather in the veranda .fer:y.et
another champagne reception, this one ·hostetl ·by The
.·. . ·: :::: .r· ·
Editor and Spark.
After listening to Sid Haro lecture on ·w.irining.·g6if
and seeing videotapes of his latest triumphs atSan'J6se
Muni and Riverside, we move outsideto :tire· driving
range to see lsmael Flores demonstrate the·perfect-golf
swing. Then we marvel as David Sierra~ effortlessly
drives golf balls off the fence fronting the 10th-green·~
After a nine-course lunch of the best The Ghetto
kitchens have to offer (boiled eggs, chicharrones, jerky
and a six pack of Bud), we board our land:~ehfs. again
to continue our excitement-filled excursion~· . ; ·,~ ·.·"·
5:00P.M. We depart the golf and country club in om
chartered vehicles and pass the world famous comer·of
King & Story Roads. Then we drive downQuimby,Road

CON SAFOS --A CHICANO'S JOURNEY THROUGH LIFE IN CALIFORNIA

where our vehicles slow down as we approach Vida
Nueva, where Lobo was raised and which is the scene of
his greatest triumphs. We take photographs of the "WELCOME HOME, LOBO!" signs hanging from the eaves
of the Vida Nueva House, and Lobo waves to his
camaradas from the lead convertible in our procession.
We do not stop.
7:30-P.M. As the sun begins to go down over a
shimmering Alviso Bay, we arrive at the Marina and are
greeted by Alviso Mayor Juan Toomany, the Municipal
Dogcatcher, and other city dignitaries.
The Mayor kisses Lobo's hand, and we take photos.
Lobo kisses the Mayor's wife and squeezes her hand. We
are awed by the Alviso sunset ... and the aroma. We take
a deep breath to partake fully. The Mayor points out the
site of the future Alviso MudGiants Stadium. Then the
San Jose GI Forum Chaplain blesses the occasion,
thanks The Lord for Jerry Falwell, the Budweiser Brewery, and Billy Carter, and yields to the Sgt. at Arms for
the salute to Old Glory.
As the gusting ocean breezes gently rearrange

our coiffed hairstyles we sit down in the parking lot
amid waving palm trees for our official THE
LEADER Man of the Year Award Banquet, served
by tuxedoed waiters.
Our special Guest of Honor, resplendent in white tie
and tails (and nothing else) accepts our accolades with
much dignity.

We honor LOBO (who else?) as the Man of the
Year and enjoy a sumptuous Alvisian feast (sardines,
crackerjack and prune juice) and imbibe freely,
casting our worries to the wind. While we are taking
dinner, the phone rings. It is the President, calling
from Washington D.C. Lobo puts him on hold as he
continues sweet-talking the Mayor's wife.
Hours later, our hearts still pounding furiously from
the excitement, we board our luxurious transportation
and are whisked along the bustling Admiral Chester W.
Nimitz Memorial Freeway to the Port of Alviso for our
trip to exciting Newark.
We depart Alviso aboard the U .S.S Sailfin, a Tyroneclass submarine captained by Commander Voy K.
Temato, hero of the Battle of the Coral Sea. As we slip
down into the depths of Alviso Bay and out into San
Francisco Bay at 560 fathoms, Cdr. Temato shows us
color slides of his grandchildren and regales us with war
stories from WW II, the big one.

_____ __a11 ___

We arrive at Onion City Yacht Harbor."~'f&e~~t
by the DecotoMunicipal Band (both of them), our St~te
Chairman, and local dignitarties. We are whisked by
John Deere caterpillars to the American Cement Company plant for a moonlight tour.

Our day ends with a cocktail reception in the
lobby of the Newark Hilton hosted by State Chairman Eli Sandoval and our Man of the Year, Lobo.
Then we meet City of Newark officials bfthe Jesus
Cardenas Room. Lobo is presented with the keys to
the City of Newark. (They are cardboard so Lobo
folds them and puts them in his back pocket).
Like fireflies, the lights of Alviso spaFlde -to :the
south. Far to the southeast we view the bli~_gfif§!of
the Radio KSJF tower, and to the northeas~ our tour
guide excitedly points out every BART trairt·that passes
far below as it hurtles toward Deco to, the Gem -City of
the East Bay.
Day One draws to an exciting conclusion as Eli
Sandoval personally introduces the top officials of the
California GI Forum to each member of our" party~ aiid
we get autographs and photos of each.
· · ~ ' · .·
At the stroke of Twelve Midnight, we sit down to
listen to the State Secretary read the complete minutes af
the 1984 California GI Forum Convention. We ·take
notes, paying particular attention to the .financial. re;..
ports.
We meet the southland's finest, the her~ded Gavilan
Pollero, and get his autograph. After meeting·l1obo; El
Gavilan Pollero slinks out of the room, realizmg·thathe
is in the presence of a Living Legend, Lobo~ ·: · · ·· · ;

We listen to a trio of Eli's friends-providing
musical entertainment (accordion, tuba, bagpipes)
and are handed autographed copies· of· TRANSGRESSIONS OF A NOBLE DOCUMENT by AI
Hernandez as souvenirs of our visit to !\lmuada
County. We are apprised of a reception the next day
at which the author will be present to autograpb·bis
document.
That is our fun-filled itinerary for the first day only-!
Lobo's personal physician will be in our party. toadmin""
ister sedatives to those whose hearts cannot stand the
excitement!

****
Liberty is Responsibility.

That is why most men dread it.
--George Bernard Shaw··. i·,····.

:.-'· .. ,·
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Leadership
Editorial
March 1980
THE FORUMBER

by E. David Sierra
We are appalled at the seeming lack of leadership in
the American GI Forum at both the state and national
levels.
At the recent state board meeting in Riverside, it
appeared to us that Chairman Jerry Jaramillo came ill
prepared to conduct business sessions of the California
GIForum.

He also came ill prepared to conduct business at
the board meeting in Santa Maria in September, but
at that time we defended the Chairman, preferring to
take on his detractors, because we believe that everyone, even Chairman Jaramillo, is entitled to one
mistake •• at least.
At the Riverside meeting, it was more of the same
and thus it was far more apparent.
Vice Chairman Duane Goff of Sacramento split the
scene at noon on Saturday. We subsequently learned
that even though he resides in Sacramento, he is now a
member of a chapter in SOUTHERN California.

Second Vice Chairman Robert Escobar of San
Jose didn't even attend the meeting.
Other state officers also left the sessions early. Now
... we do not know if they had legitimate reasons for
splitting early, or perhaps they no longer want to be
identified with the Jaramillo administration, but what
ever happened to that old time dedication?
Aren't you men supposed to be there all day long?
What did you promise to do when you were campaigning for the office?

The National is in similar straits. We have not
seen a copy of THE FORUMEER, our national
newspaper, for so long that we do not remember
when we received the last one ••• and we do not care
... as long as Robert Cuellar is the editor.
We do not believe that he has the best interests of the

American GI Forum at heart, and do not~~~th~t:~e
has given that project the time nor the dedic~ti:on that it
deserves.
At the Albuquerque National Board .Meeting. in
1979, when Cuellar won the right to ·publish nffi
FORUMBER, the past editor (yours truly) was going ·to
bid $21,000 per year (guaranteed for 3 years) to publish
the American GI Forum's newspaper. But we were told
by National Executive Secretary Louis Tellez that. that
was far too high a bid, and that as long as he·wasNa~o~al
Exec he did not want E. David Sierra as editor.
··

Cuellar bid $14,000 and got the job. L~ter tJtat
night, he told a group of Califas Fommeers ·that
there was no way he was going to publiSh.l2 iSsu~
per year for $14,000.
nyway, here we are a year later~ ··We under
stand that Dr. Hector P. Garcia,.: Rc;)mm
founder, and one of Sierra's bitterest critics
when he was editor, has circulated a 1ettet to.~0me
Forumeers around the country asking for·donation~·to
support THE FORUMBER. But San Jose GI Forummd
not get one. Porque no?
We do not believe in airing our chones in public,·but
this is a desperate situation which calls fot. desperate
measures.
Please know: No. 1. David Sierra is not interested in
being editor; 2. No one asked me to edit the·paper.; S·>We
have not been solicited for a contribution. .· :_ ·
·.. ·
CONCLUSION: We have believed·for sometime
that if an organization like the American GI Forum does
not have a nationally circulated newspaper proddi:ng
government to action, and keeping track of the'·!#@$!#@
who prey upon us, we do not have anythihg.·We thinkit
is a valuable tool, at least it has been in the-p·ast
We do not know what the National·- Office is
spending its money on these days, butifoogbt to :be

A

supporting a newspaper FIRST. For the good of the
.
order. *****

Hell Raising. -.··~ ._. :.
No matter that patriotism is too-often ~e
refuge of scoundrels. Dissent, reoel.~on, ~d
all-around hell-raising remain the true: 4~~
of patriots .
--Barbara Ehrenreich

:

;•
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Going to the Dogs ...
At a San Jose GI Forum meeting in 1982, a lady who
should know better, complained to Chairman Frank
Caballero that
our newsletter
was "going to
the dogs" because articles
were being
written by the
characters
shown on this
page. Apparently the lady
wasn't sophisticated

enough to recognize humor when
it was right before her eyes. After a good laugh
by everyone, we
went on to theserious business.
The cartoons
were done by a
very talented artist from the San
Jose Police Department with arrangements made
by Deputy Chief
Ike Hernandez.
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You doin' good, Boy!
While Dr. Hector P. Garcia, Louis Tellez, Zeke
Duran, Tony Morales and other high muckety mucks in
the American GI Forum were doing their damndest to
get rid of me as edi tor of THE FORUMEER, we DID get
some praise from Texas, as evinced by the letter below:
Dear Mr. Sierra:
No doubt THE FORUMEER bulletins are of bareat
interest and are a pleasure to look forward to read the
following month.
Mr. Sierra, you are indeed doing a fine job and your
dynamical ability and determination in defendinab the
rights of the Mexicano is a projection in each issue of

THE FORUMEER.
Thank you for the fine news media you have been
giving us.
Rosa Ena Longoria
1315 Bright St.
Corpus Christi, Texas 78405

EDITOR'S NOTE: We understand that Rosa
Ena was Dr. Garcia's secretary. Does this demonstrate that the right hand didn't know what the left
hand was doing, or were the Tejanos setting n~e up
for a surprise coup 'd etat at the national convention
--E. David Sierra
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WUHS' Best Athlete Ever?

WUHS Tigers
QB-pitcher
Ron Robinson
H.S. career ends
by E . David Sierra
Woodlake High School quarterback-pitcher Ron
Robinson was selected as the Sunkist Athlete of the
Year, the top high school male athlete in the San Joaquin
Valley in 1980 .

BASEBALL
The 6'4" 200 pounder struck out 176 batters in 108
innings, walking just 25. He was chosen as the East
Sierra League's most valuable player. Robinson gave up
one run in 17 innings of playoff action, and posted five
shutouts, with an ERA of 0 .58 for the year.
He had a record of 45 wins and 8 losses in his fouryear varsity pitching career, including six no-hitters and
a perfect game.
Robinson also hit .329 with five home runs and 27
runs batted in.

Becoming an American
The immigrant from a country in Europe had
come to the United States seeking freedom and
an opportunity to better himself. But he was having a hard time passing the very basic questions
he was being asked. He looked very perplexed
and beginning to think that maybe he and his family were not going to be admitted to America.He
did not know that George Washington was the
first president. He did not know that the capital
was in Washington, D.C.
The questioner decided to ask one last question, What is red , white and blue and flies over
every public building in America?
The immigrant's face lit up. Aha! "Blue birds
and pigeons and red birds !" he replied.

FOOTBALL
Playing quarterback for the Tigers in football, Ron
topped all California prep passers with 2,700 yards and
27 touchdowns in his senior year. He was an All Sierra
League quarterback for three years at W oodlake.

BASKETBALL
In basketball he tallied over 1,000 po ints in three
seasons.

PROFESSIONAL BASEBALL
He signed a letter of intent to play football and
baseball at Fresno State University, but signed a profe sional baseball contract with the Cincinnati Reds after
being drafted in the first round of the free agent draft.

He was the 19th player chosen from among the
nation's best amateur players.
"I was really happy to go in the first round," he said,
"Cincinnati is a good team to be with. I expected to go
earlier. Philadelphia (the 13th pick) showed a lot of
interest in me and so did St. Louis (15th)," he told the
Fresno l3EE.
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ReDleDlber
This Day
February 5, 1963
FICTION by E. David Sierra

"/ will make you always remember
this place, this day, and me ... "
A book review
by Bob Rodriguez
I guess that most of us who love to write have
thoughts that we can write the all American novel
someday. Dave Sierra has actually gotten down to hard
work and has produced a very moving story in REMEMBER THIS DAY.
A college buddy of mine always wanted to write "the
novel," and who can forget the very successful POCHO
by Joe Villarreal.
I read the opening two chapters of Dave Sierra's
novel REMEMBER THIS DAY and I was highly impressed by Dave's style of writing which is characterized
by beautiful and vivid simplicity. It is so written that you
will immediately get hooked.
ou can't help but identify with the main
characters. A young boy (Richard Moreno)
is tom emotionally between his love for the
girl (Shirley Kirkland) and expressing this love which
he is not sure will be accepted.

Y

The story begins on June 6, 1944 (D-Day) which
is Richard Moreno's high school graduation day. In
very effective flashback the thoughts of Richard
Moreno take you through all the events worth remembering, the color, the students, the teachers, the
football games and the spirit which make up Emerson
High School.
The novel has its spicy and racy passages but they
are well handled by the writer. The story will no doubt
take you back to your high school days. It's probably a
safe bet that you still remember a certain day and who
but Dave Sierra can deny that he didn't live the story.

CA~IFORNJ!\.

Dave could have painted his main c.ters ~
stronger hues and run it at a little faster pace but all in ~1
the novel has considerable commercial meritand a very
moving and tender approach that blends superbly with
the subject and mood of the story.

***
EDITOR'S NOTE: ALL names, pl~ces and.
occurences in this work are but a figttt¢nt of the
author's imagination. Any semblance to actual.-.
people, places, and happenings is purely_ coincidental.

The Prologue
The Sixth of June of Nineteen Hundr.~d_and Forty
Four dawned bright and sunny. Peace and coptentmept
are the words which would most aptly describ~ the w_~y
Emerson City looked that morning.
The town was alive with news of an Allied Exped1~
tionary Force which early that morning had raced across
the beaches of western France. The in'{~ion w~ QD!
Across the globe the news wires hummed wi1h, ~ommu
niques of what was happening, the acti~h-'that ~.~as
transpiring at Omaha, Utah, Gold, and the'otber beach~s
under attack.
· · · ..'' . •· · ·:'

news

One never knew quite what to mak~ !of
dispatches any more. One day the new~~~ver~ wo~~
announce that American forces were pushing ever
onw ard, carrying the fight to the enemy.
The next day another voice would urge ail to contrib-ute to the war effort, to buy savings bond, stamps, don't
drive over 35 miles per hour, save gas, save oil, save
cooking oil, save yourself, save the country, etc., etc.,
etc.

·,·~-

·.>.:r ~· ,;_,_.~--:-·.·:.

This war seemed many millions of· miles away.
Emerson City, nestled in the cracks and crevices of the
Stanley Mountains, never seemed to get too exeited
about anything at all. The most exciting thing which had
happened here in four years, other than the news· about
Pearl Harbor, was when Billie Spencer, son of Reverend
Spencer of the Emerson Township Presbytenan,Chut£8
, got caught in bed with the widow Gu~nersen in· the
spring of '44.
.· .
Bill was barely sixteen years old then:. and everyone
knew that his father had warned him not to-say antying
to anyone. He didn't have to. Mrs. Gunnerson seemed
quite proud that her daughter Helga, much younger and

CON SAFOS --A CHICANO'S JOURNEY THROUGH LIFE IN CALIFORNIA

far more attractive than her, had surprised them both in
bed when Mrs. Gunnerson was supposed to be at the
grocery store and Billie Spencer was supposed to be
driving her there and back.
Reverend Spencer was very kind to his flock, letting
his son drive them to the store and back on Saturday so
that on Sunday they would be sure to be in church to
listen to his "Me and the Devil and No Holds Barred"
sermons.

GraduaUy the town went back to normal. Back to
a humdrum existence. The lawns were green again,
much better looking than the sickening grey cloth of
winter. The long days of summer, with nippy but
comfortable nights, had returned in May.
ow, June was here and with it came the
invigorating sunshine of a California sum
mer. In the distance the high snow capped
peaks of the Stanleys pointed to clear skies searching
vainly for non-existent clouds. The gentle sloping foothills forming an interim between the towering summits
and the valley's flatness, held grove upon grove of
budding fruit trees on its heaving bosom.
Emerson City was situated here in the shadow of
these majestic hills, pride of its residents though hated
by many transplanted midwesterners who preferred to
see the sun rise over miles of endless plain. The community nestled her in the bosom of the foothills, content to
exist in the shadow of one of God's foremost creations
and quite happy to know that it escaped the noise and
confusion of more urbane cities to the south.

N

Here was land which yet recognized the rancher
as its king. They were the dominant class in Emerson
City, content to know that they held the stability of
the area's economy in the palm of their calloused
hands.
Early every weekday morning, bright yellow buses
vacated their boudoirs in the large bam-like structure
that was the garage of Emerson City High School,
fanning out over the lush countryside where smiling,
husky boys, and pretty girls waited for their ride to
school.
Big, strong boys they were, tired by ranch chores
begun long before sunrise, and girls whose femininity
shown through even though the labors of rural life
sought without much success to cloak the signs of their
gender.
Now rolling rapidly through town along Emerson
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Avenue, the buses drew casual hand waves from earlyrising merchants who hastily swept dust and bits of
debris which the night had deposited at their threshhold.

A short, black haired boy walked· very slowly
down HuU Street, stopped at Emerson Avenue crossing to let the bus turn up the street toward the high
school before dashing across the busy thoroughfare
himself.
He walked slowly, his mind engrossed in memories
of four almost-completed years at Em l:fi. Shuffling
along, now and then counting the squares over which his
feet traversed, came Dick Moreno, student. A fine mind,
his mathematics teacher had said that time· he got ailA
in Basic Arithmetic. Cute, Charlene Duvall, the school's
head cheerleader, told Dick's younger sister. One helluva
nice guy, Jamie Anderson opined. The latter· opinibn
was the one that mattered most.
Wandering down memory lane was fun· for Dick
Moreno. The warmth that invaded his heart was very
pleasant.
"Morning, Dick!" old man Smiley said~ Hector
Smiley lived on the comer of Hull and Second Street,
just two blocks from the school and he made it a point to
be on his front lawn every morning during the· sumriler
months to say hello to everyone passing by .'This gesture
gave him a feeling of belonging which he considered to
be of paramount importance.
"Morning, Mr. Smiley!" Dick answered, without
looking up from the sidewalk. he knew it was Mr.
Smiley who had greeted him. It had to be, the sallie thing
every morning for four years. It ...
YUK! WE ARE GOING TO SPARE THE '
READER THE REST OF THIS SO..;CALLED
NOVEL BECAUSE IT WAS BAD, BAD, BAD.
SO, IN SPITE OF WHAT RODRIGUEZ SAID~
DAVE SIERRA HAD NOT WRITTEN. A NOVEL.
JUST AFEW CHAPTERS. BUT WE CONVINCED.;
ALOTOFPEOPLETHAT ANOVELHADBEEN.
WRITTEN. JUST HARMLESS FUN. OR •·· WE<
HOPE IT DID NOT HURT ANYONE.···
-- E. David Sierra
·.· ..

Oppression
Can a nation be free if it oppresses other nations? It
cannot.
--V.I. Lenin, 1956
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People I Admire, Part 2
Franklin, Benjamin
American Political Leader
Heyerdahl, Thor
Norwegian Explorer
Inouye, Dan
U.S. Senator from Hawaii
Jefferson, Thomas
America's 3rd President
Kapp, Joe
QB , Cal Bears, Minnesota Vikings
Li ncoln, Abraham
America's 16th President
Williams, Hank Sr.
Country Music Singer and Songwriter
Wooden, John
Former UCLA Basketball Coach
2006 UCLA football team
Defeated No.2 ranked USC 13-9
Garcia, Gus
San Antonio attorney, Civil Rights Activist
Juraschek, Monsignor Erwin
National Chaplain, American GI Forum
Amaya, Larry
GI Forum Service Award named after him.
Garza, Alfredo
Former Vice Mayor, City of San Jose
Martinez, Jose
Former Director, SER Project, San Jose
Soto, Phil
Former California State Assemblyman

Humberto Garcia, publisher of EL EXCENTRICO
magazine took many pictures of his Assistant Editor, but
none any better than this one of E. David and his new
wife, Gloria C. Sierra.
The couple were married by Judge Beemer in Reno,
Nevada and a few days later Humberto asked that we
come to his studio at 195 Devine Street for his wedding
gift to us, photos.
He took this one and another one of Gloria hitting me
upside the head with a frying pan, just to remind me who
was going to be boss at THIS household.
Humberto Garcia already knew but he was keeping
it a secret from the victim in this case ... ME.

------)
When he took this photo,
Humberto Garcia told
said my days as a bachelor were numbered. I
guess he knew something ... because a few
weeks later ... POW! ...
E David married Gloria
Caravayo.

Gonzalez K•s 18 Vikings

In 1954, Ben Gonzalez (San Jose HS) struck out l 8, including first nine batte rs, in
7-innjng, 5- 1 victory over Palo Alto High School Vikings.
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Flores Mexicanas theme
adopted by SJ Gl Forum
I had been elected San Jose GI Forum Chapter C hairman for the third time in 1977. We had many problems,
one of them was the annual Miss San Jose GI Forum
queen coronation bail.

e had become accustomed to moving the
event to different halls every year for
variety. We also changed the theme every year which meant different decorations, a lot of
work for our Queen Coronation Ball Committee.
One year we had booked a ballroom downtown and
then were notified a few weeks before the event that
the hall had been rented to another group. Apparently
they offered the hall management more money. We contacted an attorney. Since we had not yet signed a contract for the building, we were out in the cold. But I
vowed that we would never do business with that hall
again ... and we didn't.
Other halls, particularly those in large hotels, wanted
a bar sales guarantee of $3000. We considered that a
ridiculous demand. We were bringing in from 600 to

W

Vida Nueva's Finest
Two of the most competent employees at Vida
Nueva whi le I worked there were Michael Roybal,
left, and Adam Sanchez. Both were dedicated and
a credit to the recovery community. Good men.

800 people into their hotel, some staying for the night
and some having dinner there. Most would be drinking
so a hefty profit was almost assured. Nevertheless they
continued making their bar sales demands.
I presented a proposal to the San Jose GI Forum board
of directors to adopt a permanent theme: F lores
Mexicanas. We discussed it, the board adopted it and
we took it to the membership meeting.
It would mean making decorations and keeping them
from year to year instead of going through the monumental task of making new decorations every year.
Additionally, I suggested we take our event to the
Santa Clara County Fairgrounds and make anangements
to have it there every year afterward. We would maintain a good working relationship with the Fair management, the Fair provided acres of parking right across
the street, and it was a Santa Clara County facility o
we could get assistance from our political friends if problems arose.

The membership adopted both suggestions and
that was how we came to be hosting our Flores
Mexicanas pageant at the SC County Fairgrounds
for many, many years.
The most successful event we held there wa one that
drew approximately 1,300 people in 1973 to conunemorate the American GI Forum's 25th anniversary. We invited the board of directors members of all chapters in
California to be our guests, and many of them came,
including some from southern California. ***
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world many many years
ago, and it didn't change
much. The Germans and
Italians went there in
WW II and what did they
change? Not much.
If you send American troops to the middle
east, it just means you
add American blood to
the middle eastern blood
(SAN JOSE) -- E. David Sierra, Super Patriot,
being shed every day.
announced at a news conference this afternoon at the
No more. No less.
Motel 6 in Alviso that he had cabled President Geo W
Here's a suggestion,
Bush and offered to go to the middle east and get it on .
E. David Sierra
Mr. Presiden t. Why
with those baddies who are giving him fits. He invited all
don't you train Amerihis friends (both of tern) to joinhim in getting it on with
cans in the middle eastern cultures, learn their language,
those baddies who are causing Mr. Bush's popularity
their customs, and send them over there in plain clothes.
numbers to go south ..
Assimilate with the people. Live there among them.
The president told his commanding general, "We've
Roam the deserts. Live in the villages. Find out who the
got enough idiots over there already, what we need is
movers and shakers REALLY are. Find out who hates
some fellows smart enough to dodge those Iraqi bombs
Americans enough to kill them. Then do their thing ...
and bullets. I need some lead-butted grunts!"
quietly and subtley ... get rid of those who advocate
"It wasn't much of a contest to begin with," E.
death to Americans and who practice the art of fireDavid said very wisely, "What are they gonna do
bombing innocent people.
when the U.S. Army's 101st Airborne Division drops
Do unto them what they are doing unto our troops.
in on them, call 9-1-1?"
Get rid of the uniforms. Park the trucks. Dress in plain
Mr. Bush considered E. David's valiant effort to
clothes. Walk the streets. And do what they learned how
protect America from its enemies and rejected forthto do in basic training camps ... do away with America's
rightly the patriot's heroic efforts to separate the men
enemies. *****
from the boys, the camels from the humvees, or whatever, as it were, to right what is wrong in the middle east,
but said, "Nah, we can take care of it Texas style. If they
Citizen Politicians
move, shoot their ass ... and if they don't it means
Inexperienced candidates for public office are
somebody already beat you to it! Paint 'em or Plant 'em!"
the only human beings who cite "inexperience" and
E. David continued, "Those guys in the middle
being Washington D.C. "outsiders" as an asset.
east have been backstabbing each other since before
If your surgeon said he was "inexperienced" and
Jesus Christ walked the burning sands of Nazareth
had never been in an operating room, would you
and they will be gang-banging each other long after
trust him to operate on you?
Bush and Chaney have retired to their ranches in
If your airline pilot said he was "inexperi-

E. David, Patriot,
offers to participate
in AM-BUSH war
in Middle East

Texas to count the money they made rebuilding a
country that our B-52's leveled and Halliburton
went over there to rebuild."
That's just the way it is, Mr. President. Accept it.
You don't have to like it, but there isn't a damned thino-o
you can do to stop it.
Read middle east history, Mr. President. The Catholic Church sent millions of people into that part of the

enced", would you board his airplane?
If your ophthalmologist said he was "ine){!verienced" and had never used the operating equipment, would you trust him with your eyesight?
If not, then why should Americans trust "inexperienced" politicians to run our country?
--E. David Sierra 2.12.07
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Heavenly
Questions
by E. David Sierra

In the not yet forseeable future, I have
died and gone on to my reward. I approach
the pearly gates aware that St. Peter is waiting and needs justification for admitting me
through the golden gates and on to heavenly
bliss. I am ready, having prepared for the day
that we all know is coming but hope to avoid
as long as we can.
I will simply state to him, ..1 was a compassionate
person, and tried to leave the world a better place than I
found it. I coveted no one•s possessions. I was protective
of the environment. I tried to treat everyone with respect,
the way I wanted to be treated. I was kind to animals. I
respected my elders. I helped others less fortunate than
myself whenever it was possible for me to do so.
Also, I was honest, punctual, and responsible. I
admired those who tended to the disabled, the physically
impaired, and the intellectually challenged.
I respected educated people and encouraged those
not educated to seek a higher education. I believed in
giving credit where it was due even if I didn•t personally
like the individual. I aggressively opposed people who
tried to take advantage of the less fortunate.
And, I opposed racism. I respected other people•s
opinions especially when they differed from mine. I
respected our national flag and our national institutions.
I condemned dishonest and corruptive politicians and
others in public life who were pledged to protect and
serve.
I tried to understand why people of different cultures, different nationalities, and different races might
have opinions and ideas different than mine.
So ... St. Peter says, come on in. Everyone who has
ever existed on God•s earth and has expired is here. St.
Peter sees to that. On earth he would have been a
doorman, a sergeant at arms, or an admittance officer.
HEAVEN IS PERFECT. There is no mendacity
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here. No rhetorical games. There are no lies;;:So everyone you question must answer you thruthfully about
things that have bothered you for years. They cannot be
punished for discretions or for breaches of the law, so
they can and do speak freely and openly about matters
they may have avoided in their former life.
There is no racism so peoples of all colors, nationalities and races mingle freely and are able to communicate
because heaven is perfect. There are not 400 different
languages. You ask questions in the language you know
and you are answered in the language of the person
whom you asked. But somehow everyone understands
everyone else. Everything is instantly translated. You
don•t know why or how. It just is. You wonder why it
took so long.

There is no hate because there is no reason to hate
anyone. We are all equal in the eyes of God and in the
eyes of each other. We don't envy others. We hav-e
what they have, no more and no less. We are aU
brothers and sisters. We all love each 'Other and
everyone else with whom we come into contact.

T

here is no revenge because we don,·t concern
ourselves with the past. We are too happy
looking forward to what awaits us··each day.
There is no reason to dwell on the past. It is gone and
forgotten. There is too much to look forward. to, so ,we
don•t spend any time or effort looking backward. Life is
so exciting, we regret having to sleep. We look forw·ard
to what the next day will bring, whom we will meet, as
we wander through this utopia.
There are no illnesses, diseases, or aches and pain'S;
Everyone enjoys perfect health. Everyone has excellent
eyesight and all the other senses.
.·
There is no gambling because we do not covet what
anyone else has. We have it too. We don~t tniss··not
having any money. There is nothing to buy. ·You are in
h~~n.

r

Everything is free to anyone who wants any.thitlg.
Since that is so, no one seems to crave much. We·have
realized that sometimes we wanted things and bought
them simply because others didn•t have them, orcouldn•t ·
have them. It made us feel superior. In the end, what do
you really need beside food and drink and peace and
happiness?
There is no drug addiction because we are in a
perfect place already. There is no need for artificiality. There is so much to look forward to that we want
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to experience it aU with our minds completely clear.
Why alter our thinking processes when we can have
anything we want for free. How much happiness do
you want? You've got it. There is no need for artificial altering of your senses. Why?
There is no heat and no cold. The temperatures are
always perfectly suited to whatever activities you are
involved in. You don't shiver, you don't perspire. You
just do what you want to do. Your world is perfect,
remember?
People of all walks of life mingle freely, with no
pretense of social strata. Earthly riches are forgotten, for
here everyone is equal. Men, women, minorities, rich,
poor, destitute people are considered equals and treated
the same.
Everyone dresses the same. We wear white togas
and nothing else. We don't wear shoes. It is a temperate
environment. You don't need to impress anyone. Don't
your feet feel better already, walking without being
encased in restrictive socks and canvas or leather? You
cannot tell a person's social status by the way they dress
because we all dress alike. Who cares what your status
WAS ... now, we are all equal. Isn't that nice?
There are no cars. We walk everywhere we want to
go. Everything seems to be nearby, or at least it seems
that way. There is no sense of urgency. Why? You've got
all the time you want to do whatever it is that you care
to do. Why hurry? There is always tomorrow ... forever.
No one is in charge. There are no bosses. There is
one Big Boss and only one. After that, we are all
equal.
There are no disagreements or arguments. What is
the point? What does it matter if someone's opinions or
ideas differ from ours? We are all committed to telling
the truth.
You can approach anyone and make conversation.
There are no pretenses. There is no need for formal
introductions. No one asks you what your social standing was before engaging you in a discussion. Your
former profession is not an issue. It just doesn't matter.
Others just don't care. What difference does it make
now? We've all moved on to a better existence and
living life from day to day ... forever and ever.
Some of the people that are here would not be here
if E. David Sierra were the keeper of the keys to the
pearly gates. But, to be fair, everyone that has ever
existed has done something right, sometime in their life,

and a very forgiving God admits everyone tQ his kiin.gdom, with the freedom to mingle freely with those with.
whom they were acquainted in their former life and
those whom they have never met but they want to meet
or the other person wants to meet them. You need o~y
commit to being honorable in all endeavors and to ·tell
the truth at all times. No matter how much it hurts. Or
used to hurt because it doesn't hurt anymore. Nothing
does. This is bliss.
It is exhilarating to know that around the next comer
you may meet Thomas Alva Edison, Anne Frank, Jorge
Negrete, Mahatma Gandhi, Benito Mussolini, Idi Aniin,
John Wayne, Genghis Khan, Erwin Rommel; Julius
Caesar, Babe Ruth, Charles DeGaulle, Marifyri Morif§e,
Sun Yat Sen, Robert Oppenheimer, Montezuma, Fidel
Castro, Knute Rockne, or Douglas MacArthur. ···. ·
Or maybe Sir Winston Churchill, ·Hank Williams Sr., Dwight Eisenhower, Christopher Columbus, Cesar Chavez, Sitting Bull, Humphrey Bogart,
Napoleon Bonaparte, Imelda Marcos, Alexander
Haig, or Emperor Hirohito.
. ,· · ·
Or your ex-wife, the teacher who flunked you·in
your favorite subject in high school, the father who
abandoned his family before you had the chance to know
him, the coach who wouldn't put you into the game,:~e
man who cheated you in a game of cards, the cheerleader
who wouldn't go out with you, the person who rejeeted
your application to that prestigious university, the jadge
who gave you thirty days when you asked for clemeney,
the car salesman who sold you a lemon, etc~, etc. ·· .: ·
NOW ... what would you say to these people ify9u
had the opportunity and they must tell the truth? Tliey
cannot avoid you and they must tell the truth. There is no
reason to lie. No one can be punished for admitting to
crimes, or to unlawful behavior, even .murder. They
cannot make excuses or blame someone else. They must
take full responsibility for whatever they did~· . ···. ·
WHAT QUESTIONS WOULD YOU ASK?
<~· ·
I have selected a number of people 1 would. like to
meet and some that I have never met and ask them some
questions. I have also selected some people with whom
I have interacted but who left us with questions·on·out
minds because we did not anticipate their demise and
hence had no opportunity to ask about .matters that
remain a puzzle. These are people that I. would like to
talk to:
AGNEW, SPIRO -· Spiro, you are one of the people
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that I most despised when you were in political
office. You worked too hard at disparaging the
American press. I suspected you were hiding
something big ••• and you were. I read that
Greek shipping interests put $10,000,000 in a
Swiss bank account for President Nixon to name
you as his Vice Presidential candidate. Is that
true? Did you ever expect to be President? Did
you ever hear the expression, 'Don't get into a
pissing contest with people who buy newsprint
by the carload?' If so, why did you choose to
take on the American news media? Did you
think that speaking to ladies groups around
America was going to save the union from Nixon
and the Watergaters?
ALI, MUHAMMAD -- Who was the best fighter you
ever fought? Did Sonny Listen go in the tank
during your first fight? Why did Leon Spinks beat
you? Were you not in shape? Did he surprise you?
Did fighting cause the problems that you had in
your post-fighting life? In the context of what
other professional athletes have gotten away with,
what are your thoughts regarding your being
stripped of your boxing title for refusing induction
into military service? What did you really think
about your daughter fighting? Who coined the
expression, Rope-A-Dope, you or Bundini Brown?
BASILONE, JOHN -- You won the Congressional
Medal of Honor during the early days of World
War ll. Then you elected to go back to more battles
in the Pacific. Why? It was said that you wanted to
be the first person to win two Medals of Honor. Is
that true? Is that why you went back to combat duty
when you didn•t have to? If not, what motivated
you to do that? Were you disappointed when the
war ended?
BATISTE, JOE-- You were probably one of the top
athletes in the U.S. just before World War II. Were
you disappointed that you did not get a chance to
compete in the Olympics because of the war? You
scored 49 points in the U.S. Junior College national
championship meet. Was that your greatest accomplishment? What was your favorite track and
field event? Why did you attend Sacramento Junior College instead of going to USC, Arizona State
or some other large university? Could you have
enrolled in a major American university and been
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eligible to compete in sports? Did you ever play
basketball or football? How good were you in
those sports? How about baseball?
CASTRO, FIDEL -- In retrospect, did ousting Americans from Cuba and becoming an ally of the Soviet
Union serve the best interests of the Cuban people?
Why did you not let your outstanding athletes
compete in the United States? Did you believe the
stories that the CIA was trying to kill you? What do
you know about that that was never made public in
America? Was Che Guevara murdered by the
American CIA? If not, who did it? Why did you
send Cuban troops to Chad and other African
countries? Why did so many Cubans risk their lives
boating to the U.S. if Cuba was the country you
said it was?
CHAMBERLAIN, WILT--You claim to have bedded
over 10,000 women in your lifetime. We know you
didn•t graduate from Kansas University With a
degree in math, but have you ever stopped to figure
out how long that would take? Were you serious?
What were some of the ridiculous offers you got
coming out of high school to attend some· schools
and play basketball? What were your thoughts
when North Carolina beat Kansas 111 ~triple'~6vef.~
time when you were playing fortheJay}1~wks? Did
that contribute to your decision not t~~finish college? Why did you choose to play with the H~lem
Globetrotters before beginning your NBA car~er?
Name the five best basketball players y.o1i~aw play
while you were in college. N arne the five best in the
NBA.
CHAVEZ, CESAR-- Did it bother yo~ that you were
being labeled a communist became you. were
taking on some big agribusiness firm~?· When
some of us gave money to the Farmworkers
Union, we felt betrayed when you,declar~d·yQur
candidacy for Governor of California. What
made you run? Did you really think you could
get elected? Was that the best possible use of the
monies you had been given to help the
farmworkers? Did you have an undisclosed
disease that caused your death? What was the
real reason for your passing away?
CHURCIDLL, WINSTON -- Did you, at any time
during World War ll, think that the Germans could
successfully invade the British Isles? Would they
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have succeeded in bringing England to its knees?
Why did the United States assist the British in their
conflict with Argentina over the Falkland Islands
when they are committed to the concepts of the
Monroe Doctrine? Who, in your opinion, were the
best military leaders during World War IT, American and British?
CLINTON, WILLIAM-- Mr. President: Paula Jones?
There are far more attractive girls even in Hope,
Arkansas. Monica Lewinsky? Ditto, Washington
D.C. Did you not ever suspect that your liaisons
would become public and embarrass your administration? I would have told my wife, "Listen, you
stand by me and forgive me and you may be elected
to political office someday. If you don't, you can
probably kiss it goodbye." Is that what you told
Hillary? How did you explain it to Chelsea? Did
your hanky panky have anything to do with her
going to Stanford, away from her family? What did
she do with the degree she earned? Why is it that an
intellectual like yourself cannot control his emotions better than that? Did you lead such a sheltered
life that you were trying to make up for lost time?
Ifyour administration balanced the federal budget,
why cannot other administrations do it? Do people
in government really, really WANT a balanced
budget?
COLUMBUS, CHRISTOPHER -- What convinced
you that the world was round? Why didn't your
native Italy fmance your voyages to the new world?
Do you really believe that you discovered America
when there were native Americans and people of
other cultures all over the western hemisphere?
People did not start coming to America and other
countries simply because you found out it was
there. Do you believe that?
DIDRICKSEN, BABE -- Do you resent having been
born fifty years too early to capitalize on the
women's professional sports teams? What was
your favorite sport? At what sport were you the
least talented? Which sport would you have played
professionally if you had lived in the 1990's?
DUPREE, MARCUS --You were one of the most
trumpeted football players of your generation, and
went from Philadelphia, Mississippi to Oklahoma
University. You set a rushing record in a game in
which your coach said you were hopelessly out of

~
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shape. you dropped out of school and:· never m~de
an impact in the professional ranks. Why did Y<?U
drop out of OU? Do you regret it no~?, Why ~id
you not want to get into betterphysicalc<?~ditiori:as
your coach suggested? Didn't fame..:¥ fottune
matter to you? What did you do after:yoilt football
··
_.
playing days ended?
EDISON, THOMAS ALVA·· You co~:~c~jvedsom,.e

of the most useful inventions which made ~
more enjoyable for millions. Whaf .were· ·y~u
working on that would have happened if you
had lived longer? What do you consider to b~
your greatest contribution to mankind? Yolir
middle name Alva sounds Hispanic? Wer~ you
a Latino? Was your mother? What was y~
race and nationality?
·
··
FEINSTEIN, DIANNE-- You were going toi;umoul)ce
that you were through with politics on:the morning
that George Moscone was killed by Dan White.
You became Mayor of San Francisco and eventually a U.S. Senator. You lobbied for sail;Francisco
to keep the 49ers. Did you forget thatyou represent
San Jose, Fremont, and Santa Clara al~o? Did you
forget that San Jose is a much largerand.ll,lore
affluent city than San Francisco?
.
FONDA, JANE -- The stupidest thing you did. in your
life was going to Vietnam and posing for .photos
manning an antiaircraft gun. Didn't you realize that
the photo would be published worldwide?-Djd.it
matter to you? Were you thathungryforpublicjty?
Was that the most effective way you could think of
to seek the end of hostilities in Vietnam? Weren't
you ashamed later that you did it? Did Tom Hayden
marry you for your money? Why did. you marry
Ted Turner, a man much older thanyou? Was it
love? For him? For his money? When did you get
interested in giving health advice to other women,
when you realized that your name could. make you
more money? What do you consider .to. be your
greatest accomplishment as a human being?
FORD, GERALD-- A poll in 2006 named you the fffth
most athletic president in U.S. history. Did you
resent a minor small college player li~e Ronald
Reagan being named ahead of yourself., .a fonner
Michigan University All American center.? Also;
you were quoted as saying that no pardon agreement was made between you and Richard Nixon
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before he named you to succeed him as president.
Was an agreement made between representatives
of you and President Nixon?
GARCIA, DR. HECTOR P. --In 1969 at Cheyenne,
Wyo., a joint California-Texas caucus was proposed by the California state chairman, rejected by
Texas, and we assume that means YOU didn't want
it. It was to discuss differences between the two
delegations. Why did you not want Texas and
California groups meeting together? Also, you
chose to oppose incumbent Dan Campos of California for national chairman. Why? What was
Campos doing that you disliked enough to run
yourself rather than someone else? Were you afraid
that nobody else could beat Campos? Was there
something that only you could do that Campos
would have been unable to do, or would not want
to do? What was it? What do you consider to be the
biggest contribution you made to the American GI
Forum in your last term as National Chairman? At
the Flint national convention it was suggested
that the national convention be moved from Las
Vegas to Jacksonville, Arkansas because Vegas
would be disruptive. People would not go to the
sessions because of all the gambling, drinking,
and other entertainment available there. Did
you realize what Jacksonville, Arkansas was?
Did you know that that chapter consisted of
eight men who were in the U.S. Air Force stationed in Jacksonville? Did it matter? What was
the REAL reason you supported the move?
Also, it is our understanding that at least eight men
were instrumental in starting the American GI
Forum in Corpus Christi. Why was it that they were
never recognized at your annual Founder's Dinner
in Corpus Christi?
GONZALES, RON -- Basic administrative procedure
and codes of ethics say you do not have interpersonal relationships with people in your office,
especially those you supervise. You did, and subsequently divorced your wife and married your
girlfriend, even after you told the press that you had
broken off the relationship. Aren't you ashamed of
the way you conducted yourself as Mayor of San
Jose? The $11,000,000 garbage deal wrecked your
administration. How much money did you get for
doing what you did? Who gave it to you? Did you
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think you were going to get away with it? What
plans did you have for future political office that
were derailed by the NorCal deal scandal? Whom
did you vote for in the Reed-Chavez election for
Mayor of San Jose in 1906?
IDRAYAMA, FIBBER -- You played fullback for
Fresno State in the late forties and early fifties and
also excelled in baseball. No major league team
drafted you. You were 5'3 .. and 140 lbs. as acollege
senior. Do you think racism had anything to do
with your not being drafted? You went to Japan and
played professional baseball there for many years.
Sports lllustrated wrote a large article about you. A .
book was written about your life. What are your
thoughts regarding Asian players now coming to
America to play here? Were you born 50 years too
early? Would organized baseball be interested in
Fibber Hirayama now, in this day and age?
IDROIDTO -- Knowing the attitude of Hitler and his
henchmen toward people of different color,
ethnicity, and beliefs, did you think that they were
going to look at the Japanese people as equal
partners in the postwar world? Did you ever consider that war upon your people might be their next
step in creating an Aryan world? Were you aware
of the atrocities being committed by your troops
who invaded foreign countries? Were you supportive of these efforts? What did you hope to
accomplish by these acts? how have they impacted
the opinion of your people by the postwar world?
What was your impression of how General Douglas MacArthur administered Japan after the war
ended? Do you believe that he allowed you to keep
your dignity and that the Japanese people know
that?
IDTLER, ADOLPH --Did you really think a 1,000
year Reich was a realistic idea? Did you believe
that God-fearing people were going to stand back
and watch your armies occupy the world and
dominate it? Why do you hate Jews ·and other
minorities? Did you not have Jewish blood yourself? How can you be sure? Didn't you stop to thirik
about how your actions were going to impact the
thinking of people about Germans in the future?
Why did you feel that you had to invade·Russia?
Didn't your knowledge of world histol)' teach .you
not to occupy a nation with many millions more
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people and much, much larger than yours? The
United States brought the Soviets to their knees
many years later without waging war. You could
have done the same thing if that was important.
You had the intellects and the resources and the
ability to intelligently use them. If your government opposed homosexuality, why did you tolerate Hermann Goering as head of the Luftwaffe?
Did you not know about his drug addiction and his
proclivity for wearing women's lingerie? Your
military leaders made an attempt to assassinate
you. Didn't you think that perhaps they were trying
to tell you something? That you might be acting
irresponsibly? Whom were the military leaders
whose opinions you valued? Whom did you most
distrust? What became of the leaders who fled
Germany as the allies conquered your country?
Did you know where they went? Did you consider
leaving your country and seeking political asylum
anywhere?

HAYES, WOODY--When Stanford beat you in the
1970 Rose Bowl, did you think the best team
won the game? Did you underestimate
Stanford? If you played ten times, how many
games would OSU win? Who are the eleven
best players who ever played for you at Ohio
State? Whom were some of the high school
players you most coveted who did not attend
Ohio State?
HESBURGH, THEODORE-- You were a very outspoken critic of President Nixon and other
Watergate figures. What does Notre Dame University teach its students about ethics in American
politics? Why did Notre Dame hire Gerry Faust as
head football coach, with no previous college
coaching experience? Did you earnestly believe
that he was the most qualified person who wanted
the job? Why wasn't a more thorough investigation done when George Leary was hired and then
resigned when discrepancies were found in his
resume? What was your greatest contribution to
the university? Did you ever aspire to elected
political office? Which office? Whom do you
consider to be the greatest American in history?
HEYERDAHL, THOR -- When you decided to sail
across the oceans by yourself, did you ever think
that you might die out there and no one would ever

know what happened to you? What was the mqst
valuable lesson you learned from those exp~di
tions? What else would you have liked to accon:tplish in your lifetime?

HILLARY, SIR EDMUND --You are credited with
being the first person ever to summit Mt.
Everest. Didn't your Sherpa guide Tenzijlg
Norgay get there before you? Wbo first re8i~
ized that you two had reached the top of the
world's highest mountain?
HOFFA, JIMMIE-- Did you hate the Kennedys enough
to have considered assassinating them? Did you
plan a killing? Do you know of anyone who did?
Who would have carried it out? Where· did you go
when you disappeared? Who killed you? Why?
Where is your body buried?
HOOVER, J. EDGAR -- Some presidents vowed that
they would retire you after they got elected, but
none dared take you on after they were elected.
What did you have hanging over their heads thai
they refused to ask you to retire? Would you have
retired if a sitting president asked for your resignation? Whom would you have wanted appointed to.
succeed you? Would you have blackrp.ailed a
sitting President to suit your needs?Were you. and
Clyde Tolson more than just good friends? Why
did you not ever marry a woman? Wef(e you gay?
HUDSON, ROCK-- The news that you were gay came
as a complete surprise to many of your fans? Who
were other Hollywood gays whom we did not hear
about? Who were the closeted lesbians that you
knew about in show business? Which name would
most surprise the public if they had known he/she
was gay?
INOUYE, DANIEL -- You and your family were
subjected to intense hatred and racial-discrimination at the onset of World War IT.· Were .you
discriminated against while serving ·in the U.S.
Army? How did you and your other JapaneseAmerican friends react to this? What were your
thoughts as you were being presented· With:the
Congressional Medal of Honor? Which do you
consider the greater honor, The Medal or being
elected to the U.S. Senate?
·-- · --:·-~- --~ ····

JABBAR, KAREEM ABDUL-- What-was.th~~
beronereasonyouattendedUCLA?JohnWooden1What
UCLA basketball tradition? Another reason?
......
..
-
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victory gave you the most personal satisfaction?
Which defeat hurt the most? Who were the UCLA
players you would want on your team if you had
one very important game to win? Why did you not
take a coaching job in the community college
ranks, establish a track record, and then move on
to Division I coaching? Does being a multimillionaire enter the equation? How badly did you
want to be a major college coach?
KENNEDY, JOHN -- You were one of the most
beloved presidents in U.S. history. Many think
you were overrated, but had an excellent propaganda machine on your side. What do you consider to be your greatest accomplishment as president? Were you involved in a sexual relationship
with Marilyn Monroe? Who killed Miss Monroe?
Did you have anything to do with it? Didn't you
have any respect for your wife Jackie and your
children? Do all the Kennedys think that women
are lesser human beings than men? How close
were we to a war with the Soviet Union during the
Cuban Missile Crisis? Would you have nuclear
bombed Cuba or the Soviet Union? Would World
War m have been worth the removal of missiles
from Cuba? Mr. President, I am a student of trivia
and read once that you and Jackie had stayed at the
"Let 'Er Buck" Motel, but it did not state the date
nor the location. Can you tell me where it was that
you stayed in that place? Why did you choose that
motel? Did some aide choose it for you? Was he
fired later?

KENNEDY, ROBERT·· Do you think you would
have been elected President if you had not been
assassinated by Sirhan Sirhan? Who do you
think would have been your opponent? Whom
would you have chosen for Vice President?
Who would have been your Attorney General?
What major changes would America have seen
during a RFK presidency? Were you having
sexual relations with Marilyn Monroe? Did
you have anything to do with her sudden death?
Who did it? Why?
KNIGHT, BOBBY-- I admired you as a basketball
coach because you made better players out of good
ones. You also insisted on your players going to
class and preparing themselves for a life outside of
basketball. But some things you did made no sense
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whatever. Did you have emotional problems that
made you throw tantrums on the floor and in your
personal life? Did you think that no matter what
you did, you had a job for life at Indiana? Was
Texas Tech the best job you could have gotten
when you were frred at Indiana? Did you go there
because they promised you that yom son would
succeed you when you retired? What was the real
reason you went to Texas Tech? Money? Lots of
it? Legal money?
KOUFAX, SANDY-- As good as you were for a few
years in your pitching career, you are one of three
men I would not have voted into the baseball hall
of fame. The others are Willie McCovey and
Reggie Jackson. What are your thought about
pitchers in 2007 signing multimillion contracts
after having won less than five games the previous
season? Do you wish you had been born fifty years
later? Who were the hitters you most hated to see
coming to bat when you were pitching? Who do
you consider to be the five best pitchers you saw
play in the major leagues? Who were the best allaround players? Name a lineup you would have
supporting you in a game you had to win.
LIDDY, GORDON-- You were considered the most
loyal and toughest of the Watergate gang. When
asked to vow to tell the truth in court, you answered NO. You chose to go to prison rather than
rat on your political friends. What code of ethics·
motivated you to do this? Were you offered monetary assistance for life if you took the hit for
others involved in the Watergate scandal? What
was the payoff for you? Are you glad now that you
did what you did? Who were the guys who should
have gone to prison that didn't? What was the most
damaging thing that Watergate did to the country?
LINCOLN, ABRAHAM-- You wrote the Emancipation Proclamation.lt served the cause of humanity
in ways that were unacceptable to a large po11ion
of this country. Was the Civil War necessary?
Could it have been avoided by diplomacy? Who
were the chief antagonists who made·war inevitable? Did you ever think that the Union.might lose
the war? When? Were you conscious that you. bad
been shot by John Wilkes Booth? What were your
thoughts before you expired?
MacARTHUR, DOUGLAS --Why did you not more
loudly support the Filipino troops who served the
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United States in their efforts to secure full veterans
benefits after World War II as promised to them?
During the Korean War, were you serious about
marching your troops north of the 38th parallel and
risking a war with Red China and the Soviet
Union? Do you think the Russians would have
wanted a global conflict with the U.S. at that time?
How about China? Did you think the U.S. could
have won a land war with the Chinese? What did
you and Harry Truman talk about when you met
with him? Did you have any respect for Truman
after you talked? Were you aware that he was
going to dismiss you from your command? What
was your greatest military accomplishment?
MANCHESTER, WILLIAM-You wrote extensively
about World War II. In your opinion and in the
opinions of those historians whom you talked to,
what particular action of World War II was the
.. toughest .. , meaning one you would not want to do
again. Tarawa? Anzio? Schweinfurt?D-Day?Iwo
Jima? Pearl Harbor? Battle of the Bulge? Desert
Warfare? Ploesti? Monte Cassino? Bombing Raids
into Germany? Coral Sea? Guadalcanal? What do
you consider to be the most dangerous job in the
military? Tank crewmen? Fighter Pilots? Submariners? Underwater Demolition Team? Landing
Craft Driver? Flamethrower Operator? Infantrymen? Why? Which particular battle do you consider to be the most crucial in winning the war?
Why?
MITCHELL, JOHN-- Don't you wish you had listened to your wife Martha when she tried to warn
you about the actions you were taking as Attorney
General of the U.S. which were highly illegal?
Why did you risk bringing disrepute to the highest
law enforcement office in the country? Did you
think that no matter what you did you were never
going to be held accountable?
MITCHELL, MARTHA-- You warned your husband, the U.S. Attorney General, about what was
happening during the Watergate scandal, but he
went ahead and did his own thing. You died under
mysterious circumstances? Did someone in the
government kill you because of your beliefs?
Who?
MONROE, MARILYN--- Were you really in love
with Joe DiMaggio when you married him? If not,
why did you marry him? Were you having sexual

relations with Bobby and John Kennedy? Who
killed you? Why? Did you commit suicide? Ifs();
why did you do that?
·
MOSCONE, GEORGE -- What did Dan White ,s~y
to you before he shot you and Harvey Milk? J;lid-·
you think you would have been Governot_of_
California?
MUSBERGER, BRENT-- Why were you ever hired t~
work on sports events about which you seemed·to
know little or nothing? Whom did you know iitth·e
upper echelons of the network? Did you realize
that you brought absolutely no new knowledge or
expertise to the broadcasts?
MUSSOLINI, BENITO --You were a greatly misunderstood world figure. You spoke a number of
languages and appeared to be the intellectual superior of your German and Japanese allies. Why did
the world not get to know the real Benito Mussolmi?
You allied yourself with Adolph Hitler .and
Hirohito. Knowing what their thinking was about
people different than themselves, what made you
think they were ever going to accept you as a full
and equal partner in sharing the spoils of war in the
new world they envisioned? When you and your
lover Clara Petacci were being hung ·by Italian
people, what were your thoughts?
OSWALD, LEE -- You are a former U.S. 'Marine
rifleman. Did you really shoot at President Kennedy
from that location expecting to kill him with one
shot? Was the Texas school book depository _the·
best possible location for a sniper hoping to kill the
President of the United States? Did you shoot the
president? If not, whom do you think did"it? Why?
Did you know Jack Ruby, who shot you? Do you:
believe you were set up to be assassinated? Were
you surprised that Jack Ruby died soon after he
went to the hospital?
POLO, MARCO-- You claimed to have traveled· to
China and yet never made any mention of the
Great China Wall in your writings. Wereyou·
really there? Why did you neglect to mention
the great wall?
POPE, THE --What are your thoughts about the child
molesting scandals which rocked the Catholic
Church in the United States? How could they have
been prevented? What did the Catholic Church do
to avoid future scandals? Do you think they did
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enough? Does the vow of celibacy inhibit the
church in finding competent men to be priests?
The church changed from conducting the mass in
Latin to using more common languages more
easily understood by their parishioners. Is there
any possibility of the church allowing priests to
marry and have children? What prevents it from
happening? What do you think would have been a
fair and just penalty for those priests who molested
children?
PRESLEY, ELVIS -- With everything you had going
for yourself, why did you allow yourself to take
excessive amounts of drugs? When and why did
you lose your self respect? Are you aware that
Elvis Presley has earned more money after he died
than he ever made while he was performing live?
Were you serious when you proposed to President
Nixon to make you a secret agent for the U.S.
government? What particular talents did you have
to offer? What did you think of your daughter
Priscilla marrying an accused child molester like
Michael Jackson? What would you have advised
her to do if you had been living then?
PYLE, ERNIE-- When you were living in the trenches
with army riflemen in Europe, did you ever stop to
think ... why am I doing this? There are easier ways
to earn a living. Why did you feel compelled to go
to the Pacific islands after the war in Europe
ended? Didn't you think you had done enough?
What were your thoughts just before being shot by
that Japanese sniper? Would you have wanted to
be buried where you fell, or have your body
brought back to the U.S. and buried here?
REAGAN, RONALD-- You left the United States with
the biggest federal deficit in the nation's history.
Did you feel qualified to be labeled a conservative,
knowing that you left this country with an enormous debt? Why did you want your presidential
library at Stanford University when you had absolutely no connection to that school? Why did you
spend so much time trying to convince us that you
were a Californian when the world knows you are
from lllinois. Knowing that they could use the
tourists, why didn't you urge that your presidential
museum be built at Dixon College where you went
to school? Why did you exert so much effort
calling yourself The Gipper when most of us
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remember you mostly as Bonzo? How much bntsh
did you cut at your ranch after the photographers
put away their cameras?
ROCKEFELLER, NELSON -- It is reputed that you
died in the arms of your lover, not your wife. Is this
true? With whom were you having an affair? You
were photographed during a political speech giving the one-finger salute to a heckler. The photo
was printed around the world. Is arrogance a part
of being filthy rich? Did you consider how your
actions would be perceived by the public? Did you
care? What do you consider to be your greatest
accomplishment? Personal? For making the world
a better place?

ROCKNE, KNUTE --You coached winning football
teams at Notre Dame and made innovations far
ahead of their time. For what would you like to
be remembered? Would you have considered
coaching anyplace other than Notre Dame?
Where? Who were your eleven best players at
Notre Dame?
ROMMEL, ERWIN-- You fought an honorable fight
in North Africa and tried to set up a defensive
position to ensure that the United Nations would
be repelled on the beaches of France. How would
you have carried on the war? Would you have
invaded Great Britain? Would you have invaded
Russia? Why were so many excellentweapons not
finished and used in the war? Did Hermann Goering
do the job as head of the Luftwaffe?. In your
opinion, who were some of the better military
officers in Germany during WW IT? Which American and British military leaders did you·admire?
RUBY, JACK -- Did you really kill Lee Oswald because you felt sorry for Mrs. Kennedy?,What was
the real reason you did it? Were any law enforcement officers in Dallas collaborating with you in
that effort? Did any of them purposely turn their
heads to allow you to enter a secured building and
do your deed? Why did you die? Were.you poisoned by someone to keep you from testifying in
a pending trial? Who did it?

SALAZAR, RUBEN -- You were a Los Angeles
Times columnist when a deputy sheriff's canister killed you during the Chicano Moratorium
in East Los Angeles? Do you think you were
intentionally fired upon? Was it truly:an acci-
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dent? Do you think the officer knew it was you
whom he was firing on? What did you think the
moratorium was going to accomplish? Did it?
SANCHEZ, LORETTA-- You defeated a seemingly
well entrenched Republican in southern California for your seat in the U.S. House of Representatives. Later your sister also won a seat in the
House. What do you consider to be your greatest
contribution to your constituency? Whom is most
liberal, you or your sister? Who are your closest
friends among your House colleagues? What is the
most pressing issue facing the Congress? Whom
do you support for the Democratic nomination for
President in 2008?
SCHWARZENEGGER, ARNOLD-- Who were the
persons encouraging you to run for Governor of
California? Did the Republican Party help you as
much as you would have wanted them to? If not,
why not? Did you really feel qualified to run the
State of California? There were those who stated
that they were voting for you because you could
get things done, like you did in your movies. Is this
a realistic way to vote for our political leaders?
What did you find out about politics that you did
not know before you were elected? Were you
disappointed in the governmental bureaucracy?
What would you have changed but were unable to
because of the politics? Did the Kennedy family
offer or give you any under-the-table support
when you ran for Governor? Are you a Republican
because of your political beliefs or because of
political expediency? What was your most major
contribution to California during your administration? Could you have done more?
SELENA -- Do you think you succeeded because of
your musical skills or because you wore provocative clothes onstage? Did you relate equally with
Spanish speaking people? What would you have
accomplished if you had lived longer? Was your
associate cheating you? Did you threaten to fire
her? Did you have a heated argument? What was
said? Why do you think she shot you? How devastated was your father when he found out you had
been shot?
SIDRAKAWA,GEORGESR.-- Youwereoneofthe
most popular San Jose city councilmen of your
era. What political aspirations did you have be-

yond your San Jose council terms? Were you
going to run for the California Assembly? The
Senate? Mayor of San Jose? The SC County Board
of Supervisors? Did you plan to run for Congress?
Would you have won?
SIMPSON, O.J. -- The "white" world perceives that
you got away with murder because of the way your_
lawyers put the Los Angeles Police Department on
trial instead of defending you. Why did you find it
so difficult to keep your mouth shut and let the
world forget what happened? Did you kill Nicole
Brown Simpson and Ron Goldman? Were they
having an affair? We asked five former NFL
players if they thought you did it. All Q(them·s~4
yes. When asked if they believed you were violent
enough to do it, they replied that if you are not
violent you do not play in the National Football
League. Do you think your children respect you?
Why do you think many of your friends and the
USC community community turned its back on
you?
STANS, MAURICE-- You were the "money man" for
CREEP, the committee to re-elect the president
during the Watergate scandals. How m~ch money
did you take in? Was it all reported to the proper
agencies? You fled to Central America and were
never prosecuted for your crimes. Did President
Nixon know what you were doing? Did he fully
approve? How much of the money you took in for
CREEP would have been considered illegal contributions to a politician? How much of that
money did you take out of the country with you?
Do you regret having taken part in America's
biggest political scandal in history? Did any of the
money you collected wind up in Swiss or other
foreign banks? How much? Where did it go? Did
:. -.·
:· ...
the president know?
STARR, KEN •• Other than the money ,and the
international notoriety, what benefits did you
get from trying to oust President Clinton from
the White House? Did you think you were going
to run him out of Washington D.C.? Ditl it serve
the best interests of the United States?: Did you
come away happy with the results? Why?
TARKANIAN, JERRY-- Your teams won consistently at Roosevelt HS, Pasadena City College,
Long Beach JC, Long Beach State, UNLV, and
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Fresno State. Why were you such a dismal failure
in professional basketball? What was the biggest
difference between the college and pro game?
Where would you have liked to coach? Did UCLA
and USC avoid playing Long Beach State while
you were coaching there? If so, what excuse did
they give for not scheduling you? Would you have
wanted to take on John Wooden•s better UCLA
teams? What would have happened if you played
them?
VALENS, RICHIE -- You died too soon so we will
never know how high you would have risen in the
music world. Where did you perceive Richie Valens
going with his music in the future? Did you prefer
playing to Hispanic or Anglo audiences? Why?
VALVANO, JIM-- I lost a lot of respect for you when
you allowed that kid Washburn to keep playing for
North Carolina State after he was found stealing
stereo equipment from his own teammates. Did
you want to win THAT bad that you did not punish
the thief? How did you think that it made him a
better man? Or, did you care about that?

VITALE, DICK-- Did you ever stop to think about
what you were saying before you said it? Did
you think that loudness means smart? You had
your opportunity to coach basketball at the
college level, and were not very successful at it.
Nobody questions that you like to talk and you
are seemingly without a verbal stop sign. Do
you talk in your sleep? Does God answer you
back? Do you ever give him advice on his game
plan?
WAYNE, JOHN -- You were quoted in a Playboy
magazine interview saying that African Americans would never be ready to govern themselves.
Do you really believe that? Given your lowly
opinion of people not of European stock, why did
you always marry Hispanic women? Could your
sons have succeeded in the film business if their
father had not put them into his movies and made
them part of the production team?
WIDTION, POP-- You were President of Woodbury
College in Los Angeles in the early fifties. Your
secretary, Paula D., was a very beautiful lady.
Some of the students had naked photos of her
purchased in a Main Street bookstore. Did you
know she had posed in the nude? There was also a
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rumor that you previously had a secretary who
became a world famous stripper. Is that true?
Were these women hired because of th~ir phys~~~
attributes? Did it help increase enrollment in your·
school? Did it help staff morale? What were the
feelings of other female staffmembers because of
the tight-fitting sweaters your secretary wore?
WILLIAMS, HANK SR. -- You wrote some of the
most loved western songs of your -generation,
Cold Cold Heart, and Your Cheatin• Heart. What
was the inspiration for those songs? Who were the
country and western singers you most admired?
What were your personal favorite songs, not necessarily those you wrote, just songs that you liked?
How about your favorite popular music? What
about you would completely surprise those who
do not know you personally?
WOODEN, JOHN -- I know you would never do·:it
before when you were asked, but I would like·to
ask the question now. Who were the five Bruins
players you would have wanted for UCLA playing
a game you HAD to win? Who were some of the
outstanding players that you recruited who flat out
did not want to come to UCLA? Why do you think
they chose not to play for you? What was- the
greatest game any of your teams ever played? Who
was the opponent you got the most satisfaction of
beating? Were there any teams that you would not
play for whatever reasons? Whom did you want to
play but they didn•t want to play your teams? In a
showdown game, Kareem Jabbar or Bill Walton?

WOODS, ROSEMARY-- You were secretary to
Richard Nixon when 18 mi·nutes ~ 1 0f
taperecordings mysteriously disappeared, sup~
posedly erased by your error. Was this true?
Were you told by the president or any other
government official to erase that tape? Did you
tell the complete truth when questioned by the
Watergate investigators? Were you disappointed at the actions of the president and vice
president during the Watergate yeats? Did you
tell them?
YAMAMOTO, ISOROKU --You warned the Japanese government that war with the United States
was not in their best interests. Were there other
high ranking officers in Japan that agreed with you
on that? What were you thinking as your plane was
•• c
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attacked and you knew it was going to crash in the
jungle? Did you know that your memorial services
were one of the best attended memorial services
for anyone in world history?****

EFF. 10.31.07

LAST PAGE OF
HEAVENLY
QUESTIONS
HERE
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Why do people move?
Why do people move from one city to another? For
many reasons. And more often than you might imagine. Sometimes we tend to think that things don't move
fast enough, but consider how people have moved to
and from these six western cities in the past 100 years.
In the early 1900's the population of these western
cities was this:
San Francisco................... 342,000
Denver ............................. 133,000
Los Angeles .. .. .. .. ..... .. .. .. .. 102,000
Seattle .. ..... .. .. .... ....... .... .. .. .. 80,000
San Diego ... ...... .. .. .. ..... .. .. .. 17,000
Phoenix ....... ...... .. .. .. ... .. .. .. .. .. 5,500
Well, what happened? Gold had been discovered in
Alaska in 1898 and the gold rush was on. The railroads
were encouraging Americans to go west, 1899. Colorado River floods and creates the Salton Sea in southern California, 1905. San Francisco earthquake, 1907.
By 1910, the population had shifted:
San Francisco................... 416,000
Los Angeles .. ................... 319,000
Seattle .............................. 237,000
Denver ............................. 213,000
San Diego .. ...... .. .. .. .. .. .. ..... . 39,000
Phoenix .... .. .. .... .. .. .. .. .. ..... .. . 11,000
Arizona became the 48th state in 1912. Highest temperature ever recorded, Death Valley, 134 degrees, in
1913. San Francisco and San Diego hosted international
expositions, 1915. William Boeing aircraft company
thriving in Seattle, 1916.
1920's, the numbers had increased:
Los Angeles ..................... 576,000
San Francisco................... 506,000
Seattle ...... ....... ................. 315,000
Denver ...... ........ .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . 256,000
San Diego .......................... 74,000
Phoenix .............................. 29,000
Herbert Hoover became the first westerner to be
elected president in 1928. The stock market crashed in
1929.

LESS GOVERNMENT? --All politicians favor less government until they occupy the White
House or control the Congress. --E.T. Sierra 1.31.07
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Coalinga High Fight Song ··Hail, Coalinga High School,
March on to victory,
Out of the field of battle,
Our voices are with thee.
Fight for alma mater,
The orange and the black,
We sent you for the bacon,
Be sure to bring it back.
Isn't that about the stupidest fight song you have
ever heard of? Who wrote it, a first grader? Try
again, Homed Toads!
..-

..

• .· 1
.j

By 1930, this is where the populations had gone:
Los Angeles .................. 1,238,000
San Francisco................... 634,000
Seattle .............................. 365,000
Denver .. .... .. .. .. .... ........... .. 287,000.
San Diego ........................ 147,000
Phoenix ... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ........... 48,000
Los Angeles hosted the 1932 Olympic Games. P~
Am began commercial passenger flights from San Fran-;
cisco to Manila, in 1935. Boulder Dam began sending
power to Los Angeles in 1936.
!

i
i

In the 1940's the cities boomed, like this:
Los Angeles .. .... ............ 1,504,000
San Francisco................... 634,000
Seattle .......................... .... 368,000
Denver .. .. .... .. .. .. .. .. ........... 322,000
San Diego ........................ 203,000
Phoenix .............................. 65,000
World War IT erupted in 1941, sending thousands of
servicemen to west coast training centers. Many stayed
after the war. Pasadena Freeway opened, 1940. The ~
plane and aerospace industries created thousands of j~b~ .
after the war. California irrigation canals opened :up
thousands of acres to farming. Segregation. battles in
the south sent people west, seeking freedom. First atomic
bomb exploded at Alamogordo, New Mexico, 1945.
Sound barrier broken at Muroc, Calif., 1947.
McDonald's opens a hamburger restaurant in San Ber-
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Sierras to London
I promised my wife I would take her to London, and I
did. Here I am pointing out the London city limits sign.
We did not see the changing of the guard. This is London, Tulare County, California. We are also going to
Paris (Texas), Hell (Michigan) and other world famous
places. (Gloria Sierra Foto)
nardino, Calif. in 1948. McDonald's becomes largest
restaurant chain in the world.

In the 1950's they increased like this:
Los Angeles ... ... . ... . ... ... . 1,970,000
San Francisco ................ ... 775,000
Seattle ..... ... .... .... ......... ..... 467,000
Denver ............... .............. 415,000
San Diego ... .... ................. 334,000
Phoenix ... ..................... .. .. 106,000
17,000 home project near Lakewood started California housing boom, 1951. Disneyland opened in Anaheim, 1955. Dodgers and Giants moved from New York
to Los Angeles and San Francisco, 1958. Alaska and
Hawaii became the 49th and 50th states, 1959.
By 1960, the populations had grown to:
Los Angeles .................. 2,479,000
San Francisco ................ ... 740,000
San Diego ... . ........... ... . .... . 573,000
Seattle ...... ... ...... .......... ..... 557,000
Denver ..... ........................ 493,000
Phoenix ....................... ..... 439,000
Alaska suffered a 9.2 earthquake, 1964. California
surpassed New York as most populated state in U.S.,
1964. Cesar Chavez began organizing farmworkers,
1965. The internet was invented at UCLA, 1969.
In the 1970's the numbers were:
Los Angeles . ... . ... . ... . ... .. 2,811 ,000
San Francisco ................. 715,000
San Diego . ... .... ..... .... ....... 697,000
Phoenix ...... .... .... .... ... .... ... 584,000
Seattle ......... ........... .......... 530,000
Denver ............................. 514,000
Boeing flew its first 747 jumbo jet, 1970. Tom Bradley became first black mayor of major western city,
Los Angeles, 1973. Microsoft company started in 1975

in Albuquerque, later moved to Seattle, Washington.
Apple founded by Steve Jobs and Steve Wozniak, 1976.
Alaska Pipeline completed, 1977.
In the 1980, the populations were:
Los Angeles . ... . .. . . ... . .... . 2,968,000
San Diego ........ ........ ........ 875,000
Phoenix ............................ 789,000
San Francisco ................... 678,000
Seattle .............................. 493,000
Denver ....... .... .................. 492,000
Mt. St. Helens erupted, 1980. Space shuttle Columbia completed first flight at Edwards AFB, 1981. Sandra
Day O'Connor was sworn in as first woman United
States Supreme Court Justice, 1981. First artificial heart
transplant by Dr. William DeVries at University of Utah
Medical Center, 1982. Supertanker oil spill polluted
Alaska's Prince William Sound, 1989.
By the 1990's the count was:
Los Angeles ........... ....... 3,485,000
San Diego .. .... .... ......... .. 1,110,000
Phoenix ............................ 983,000
San Francisco................... 723,000
Seattle . . ... . .... .... .... . ... . ... . .. . 516,000
Denver............................. 467,000
World's largest telescope began service at Mauna Kea,
Hawaii, 1993. Strong 6.6 earthquake rocked Los Angeles, 1994. Pathfinder returned first photos of Mars to
Caltech's Jet Propulsion Laboratory, 1997. ****
Bold face = losing population.
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The Reasons
That Brought
Us Together
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by E. David Sierra
Edjtor, T he Forumeer
The Pico Rivera GI Forum was hostina the
American GI Forum national convention i; Las
Vegas in 1971. Convention Chairman Tony
Gallego~ aske? me to write ~ dedication message
to be pnnted m the conventiOn program. Thjs is
what I submitted to him:
As we convene in Las Vegas for our 1971 national
convention,
members of the American GI Forum 0aather
.
once agam to make the decisions which will move our
organization forward in the ensuing year.
Since our founding by Dr. Hector P. Garcia in 1948
we have come a long way.
But it is not yet time to rest on our laurels. Too

much remains to be accomplished, too many problems cry for rectification.
. Too many Chicanos are still dying in the steaming
JUngles of southeast Asia, waging an undeclared war.
Too many Chicanitos are still going to school hungry, badly clothed, and ill-prepared.
Too many Chicanos are still deprived of a relevant
educational experience by those who deliberately intend to deny them rights granted by congressional edict.
Too many Chicanos are yet rrustreated by arrogant
officers of the law who define justice as "just us."
Too many Chicanos live in abject poverty in barrios. with no political representation and little hope of
gettmg any.
Too many Chicanos still struggle sunup to sundown
to provide fruits and vegetables for the American dinner table, commodities whkh they often cannot afford
to buy.
.Too many Chicanos are yet militarily conscripted
wh1le more affluent young men point toward college.
Too many Chicanos live in sub-standard housina
because they are financial ly unable to afford the exor~

E. David after being commended for his message in the 1971 national convention program.
bitant rentals and purchase prices of housing which
could be adequate.
Too many Chicanos are yet denied promotional opportunities in employment because they are stereotyped
as 'non-achievers' and "non-goal-oriented.'
Too many Chicanitos and Chicanitas are denied the
opportunities of higher education, not for lack of intellect but lack of money, in a country which pours millions into the destruction of southeast Asia.
It is to the eradication of these conditions that the
American GI Forum addresses itself.
We are opposed to thousands of our young men, Los
mas machos, los mas inteligentes, y los mas dedicados,
waging war in southeast Asia when their courage, their
intelligence and their dedication are needed in the barrios of America to help solve the problems which stifle
our progress.

We do not like our youngsters in school on an
empty stomach, pretending to be listening to the
teacher while their tripas are growling, crying for
sustenance.
We do not like funds intended for improvement of
educational faci lities being used to carpet the offices of
incompetent administrators who twiddle their thumbs
while they contemplate their next trip to Sun Valley.
We do not like counselors in the secondary schools
who do nothing to motivate our children to higher education, who deny them information about available
scholarships, and who c hannel them into vocational

936

CON SAFOS --A CHICANO'S JOURNEY THROUGH LIFE IN CALIFORNIA

study courses.
They now attend schools which offer brown-faced,
We do not appreciate 'law and order' minded peace bilingual counselors, teachers, and principals. They play
officers who regard brown skin and a Mexicano accent Jalisco! at the football games, and eat tacos, enchiladas
as a bull regards a red cape.
and tortillas in the school cafeteria. They open textbooks
We do not appreciate living in barrios with no which are beginning (very slowly and reluctantly) to
sidewalks, inadequate street lighting, no recreational
reflect the contributions of their ancestors to the treafacilities, and streets which were paved with horsesured history of this land.
drawn equipment, while 'downtown' tinhorn politiThey have begun to identify the problems which
cians come around periodically with their 'Some of contributed toward keeping their parents and grandparmy Best Friends are Mexicans' song and dance act.
ents 'in their places'.
We do not appreciate the disregard of middle class
Oftentimes they have not liked what they saw. And
America for the plight of the farmworker who struggles
sometimes they have not been content merely to draft
along on meager wages while farmers (we are using the
resolutions or issue statements to the press.
word facetiously) suck off millions in federal subsidies
What would you do if your community high school
NOT to grow crops on land which COULDN'T grow
with an enrollment of3,500 students had a library which
crops if you scattered manure a yard thick over its enseats only 48 students, and the board of education
tire surface.
seemed reluctant to enlarge it?
We do not like young Chicanos being drafted for
What would you do if a 'peace' officer struck your
military duty way out of proportion to their numbers in
mother across the mouth with a nightstick, or three of
the population while the more affluent are deferred bethem manhandled your teenaged sister?
cause some little old lady in tennis shoes, sitting on the
What would you do if you sought redress of your
draft board, doesn't want to draft her school chum's son.
grievances with a public gathering and it was broken
We do not appreciate sharing our humble apartments
up by those paid to protect and serve you, wielding nightand homes in the barrios with rats, roaches, spiders, and
sticks indiscriminately, and squirting mace in the yes of
the elements.
men, women and children?
We do not appreciate governmental hacks (you lis-x
Do you think you would sit down and draft a reso. tening, Ronnie?) cutting back Educational Opportunity
lotion?
~
.
Program funds just as our Chicanos are beginning to<.
Los estudiantes dded to attack the problem "con
assert themselves academically.
un trancaso en los cuJ~~;" ... head on.
In the past decade we have seen the emergency
And they have been aided by thousands of individuof a vibrant force in our society which has wrought
als who are now becoming ashamed that they have tolmany changes vital to the betterment de nuestra gente
erated injustices against their communities for so long .
.•. los estudiantes.
First of all came the admittance that their skin was
It is with them that our hopes ride for a better tonever going to get any lighter (and since gavachos buy
morrow. While those of us who have struggled have sun tan oil by the barrel, BROWN MUST BE BEAUcertainly made our contributions, we must look to our TIFUL, right? Right.) Their eyes were never going to
young men and women, for it is they who will lead the
turn blue. Their hair was never going to tum blonde.
attack against racism, bigotry, and poverty. They will
Their Mexicano accents (beautiful!) would always be
provide us with leadership for our organizations; they
there. They would always feel orgullo en el corazon
will seek the elective political offices which will finally
while enjoying mariachi music. They were not going to
give us representation from our own people which has join organizations for financial expediency, but because
been promised but never delivered by others.
they wanted to champion its ideals, purposes and goals.
While our mamacitas, for the most part, are occuSecondly, they were not going to kid themselves by
pied with haciendo sus comidas deliciosas and taking
applying pseudo-names to themselves picked by others
care of the family, and while nuestros jefes are out earn... thus, the word CHICANO. Short, concise, explanaing a living, sometimes de sol a sol, the youngsters are
tory and beautiful.
in school preparing themselves for their day in the sun.
The reasoning was quite simple: After you ad-
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mit that you are proud of where you came from, and
recognize TRUTHFULLY where you are in relation
to your fellow man, it is simple to determine just
where you want to go. T hink about it.
You recognize that you are descended from a race
of people who accomplished great things in the past
and made innumerable contributions to the culture of
the planet earth, and then you admit TRUTHFULLY
that you are not reaping the benefits which seem to be
accruing to others sharing your continent; you are then
ready to decide whether you want to seek solutions or
are content to remain as part of the problem.
The problems of the Chicano community (and
Chicano surveyors have determined that OUR community encompasses all that area between the sun-kissed
shores of California to the rock-bound coast of Maine,
from the forested mountains of Washington to the sunny
coast of Florida) are many. Pick your favorite, and begin to solve it.
After you identify with them, THEY ARE YOUR
PROBLEMS, and it is not hard to convince yourself to
seek solutions.

And that, fellow Forumeers, ladies, gentlemen, and youth, is why we are here in convention assembled in Las Vegas, Nevada on
July 29, 30, 31 and August 1st.
Enjoy the hospitality of the Califas Chicanos, indulge yourself in the fun and excitement of Las Vegas,
sufran con el calor, but always, but ALWAYS, bear in
mind the reasons which brought us together in 1948
and why they bring us together today.
--E. David Sierra ****

Classified Ad
SWINGER, just in from Pukwana, South Dakota. Voted "biggest wolf' at Pukwana Junior
High. Never went steady. Hot to trot. Wants to
meet classy Frisco and Raider Nation chicks for
adult fun , garage sales, buffet dinners, skinny
dipping, square dances, etc. Good job, $$$$,
sense of humor, and wheels a plus. Ask for Alfalfa near the popcorn machine, SF Greyhound
bus depot.
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Gilbert Rodriguez
We did not want his dues.

Do Not Accept
His Dues
June 1988 The Leader
any, many eastside Hispanics find it
hypocritical that the candidate for
the state assembly who ran ads in every
Latino publication in this valley wishing everyone a
"Feliz Cinco de Mayo", appeared before the San Jose
City Council a few years ago urging them NOT to allow
San Jose GI Forum to be one of the bidders because
(quote) "They cannot afford it. I know."
Just another lie. Give him hell, Dominic!
One more question: Is that the same guy that San
Jose GI Forum voted NOT to accept his dues?
YES.
EDITOR'S NOTE: The item refers to Gilbert
Rodriguez, former San Jose GI Forum Chairman, who
spoke to the San Jose City Council against San Jose GI
Forum's bid to become sponsor of the Fiestas Patrias in
1982.
A few days later a motion was passed at the AGIF
board meeting not to accept his dues. And a petition was
circulated to that effect by several members.
After his losing bid for a seat in the state assembly, Rodriguez was quoted in a Latino paper as
saying that he was promised that he would be the
only Hispanic in the race. Yeah. Ri2ht. • • • • •

M
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Kid front the East
does it again!
THE LEADER

August 1988
Antonio E. Gallegos, white shoes and all,
came west and put away E . David Sierra on
the golf course again. It is b ecoming monotonous. E. David sought to impress Gallegos by
showing him his San Jose MAGA and Los
Arnigos Golf Club membership cards.
Gallegos: ''What's that 36 on there? is that
your IQ?"
This time he took him out on the Plaza Park
Course in Visa lia and brought him back
draped over his shoulder like a sack of spuds.
E. David surrendered to the heat, a hole in
which he took a nice easy 20, and the treacherous layout of the course.
When asked what he thought of the
course he replied, "I haven't seen it yet.
Tomorrow I'm gonna rent a plane and fly
over it and THEN I'll let you know. I spent
more time in the trenches than the guys
that went to France in 1917!"

Gall eg o s
b ested his opponent mentally, physically, and every
othe r way. To
rub salt in the
wound the big
match was witn essed by DS's
pals Humberto
Garza and Sid
Haro, who continually marTony E. Gallegos
veled at Tony
Gallegos ' execution, his well. thought out strategy, and
his masterful reading of the greens.
"Uncanny," they said, "How does he do it?"
Their table at the 19th hole after the
match handled more transactions than the
NY Stock Exchange. Gallegos left town with
his pockets stuffed with California money.
The next encounter is next July in San Ber nardino. E. David has made reservations at
the Devil's Golf Course in Death Valley where
he will train for two weeks prior to the n ext
match with Gallegos. --E. David Sierra *****

Our Home Away from Home
The Gasoline Alley garage and motel, Woodlake, California, where Mr. and Mrs. E. David Sierra once spent
a Christmas eve while visiting brother Jess and sister in
law Hema. Not the Hilton, but not outdoors either.
Motel had a wooden television set (believe it!), about
9" screen, black and white, but it worked! Best to bring
your own towels. Don't plan on a carpet cause there
ain't one. Not much heat either.
Housing unit at left of garage is typical of the six units
in the complex. We stayed one night and left the following morning before the crack of dawn.
We have never stayed there again, but pass by the place
every time we go to Woodlake. "Remember that place?"
I always ask my wife. Of course she does. That's why
we've never stayed there again. (David Sierra foto)

Gasoline Alley Garage & Motel
..· - Woodlake, Calif.
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Famous People
I Have Met
One evening when I was working for Vida Nueva
Recovery Home and doing classes in the evening,
I asked the class to name the most famous person
they had ever met. Surprisingly, most of them
named the warden at the last prison they had been
in.
I started thinking about some of the people I had
met during my lifetime, in Woodlake, Los Angeles, at various conventions all over America, and
in San Jose. These are some of them. These names
are not intended to impress the reader. They are
merely an indication of the breadth of acquaintances one makes as he proceeds through life.

Aguilar, Antonio •• Mexican entertainer and horseman
Along with Jorge Negrete, Pedro Infante, Miguel
Aceves Mejia, and Vicente Fernandez, Aguilar is
recognized as one of the top rancheras singers in
Mexican musical history. Mr. Aguilar was one of
the featured entertainers at a Christmas festival San
Jose GI Forum co-sponsored with the Mexican
American Chamber of Commerce at the county fairgrounds. We took a picture with him.
Alvarado, Blanca -- Chairperson, Santa Clara County
Board of Supervisors. She and Gloria went to Pala
Jr. High School together. I met her at Louis Hevia•s
house in 1959 when her husband Jose Alvarado was
running for San Jose City Council. I remember telling her that she is the one who should be running.
Many years later, Gloria and I worked on her campaigns for city council and board of supervisors,
and still see her occasionally.
Alvarado, Tomas -- Former Director of State of California Dept. of Veterans Affairs. Have known him
since he was a student at San Jose State. His good
friends call him Ping Pong because he was a political campaign worker willing to work for whichever candidate asked him first, regardless of his/
her party, or whomever paid the most money, or
whomever agreed to his terms for employment.
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Arguello, Alexis, Boxer-- We were introduced by Abel
Cota at the American GI Forum national convention in Anaheim. I pretended I had never heard of
him and kidded him about not knowing that he was
a famous fighter.
Ayala, Ruben -- California State Senator from Chino.
He represents the district in which I was born in
southern California. I had him as a speaker at the
San Jose GI Forum meeting when I was Chairman.
Blythe, Ann -- Movie Actress. She came to a Talent
Assembly at Woodbury College when I was going
to school there. A very nice lady. Also in the list of
celebrities was Jack Webb, star of Dragnet, but I
did not meet him.
Brown, Jerry-- Former Governor of California, Mayor
of Oakland, California Attorney General. We met
during an appearance he made at the Fiesta Latina
Hall in San Jose when he was running for Governor. He said his office would always be open to us.
He forgot to mention that he might not be there.
Joseph Alioto said of him, ..If some squirrels ran
up his leg looking for something to eat, they•d starve
to death, .. meaning he did not have the nuts to face
the tough issues.
Bustamante, Cruz -- Former Lt. Governor of Califor-:nia. He spoke at a California state convention at
the San Jose Hyatt House Hotel. Admitted he was
from Tranquillity, not Fresno as he often related in
his speeches. Tranquillity is to Fresno what Alviso
is to San Jose, but much further away.
Campbell, Marie -- Member of Santa Clara County
Fair board of directors for over 40 years. Directed
women•s exhibits when I served on the board. After she retired, I wrote proposal suggesting renaming the women•s pavilion the Marie Campbell
Women•s Pavillion which was adopted by the Board
of Supervisors. (In these memoirs).
Canales, Johnny, Orchestra Leader-- Johnny brought
his band from Corpus Christi, Texas to one of our
Cinco de Mayo festivals and later we shared more
than one beer at Antuna•s restaurant. I remembered
him because his band played at the GI Forum national convention in Corpus Christi in 1968. A very
likeable individual.
Castellano, AIcarlo-- Winner of California Lotto, making him an instant multimillionaire. We used to meet
AI for breakfast occasionally to discuss the San Jose
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GI Forum and other issues. Gloria and I took him
to breakfast at Alicia's on Union Avenue so I could
say I bought breakfast for a millionaire. We have
kept in touch over the years. He and his wife Carmen
took Gloria and I to lunch at ll Pastaio at the Ste.
Claire Hotel, my first ride in a Jaguar. Since then
we have received postcards from him as he and his
family see the world.
Castro, Dr. George -- ffiM Scientist. Don't remember
how we met but he was heavily involved in Chicano
activities in the 60's to 90's. I did not know about
his reputation in the business world and how famous he was when I knew him.
Castro, Raul-- Former Governor of Arizona. I met him
at an American GI Forum board of directors meeting in Phoenix. Later, he was named ambassador
to some country in South America.
Cavazos, General Richard E. -- General, U.S. Air
Force. We met and shared a few beers at the American GI Forum convention in Denver. We discussed
his responsibilities at the United States Air Force
Academy in Colorado Springs. He spoke to the convention at a luncheon.
Chacon, Rigo --Former Bureau Chief, ABC-TV News,
San Jose. Rigo was a San Jose GI Forum scholarship winner when he graduated from San Jose High
School. He was a champion debater. We met him
on different occasions. One of the Chicanos I most
admire. He loves Mexican ranchera music and poetry. He read my poem, Remember The Veterans,
at a San Jose GI Forum event honoring War Veterans in 2004.
Chavarria, Dr. Jesus-- Publisher, Hispanic Business
Magazine. I met Jesus at a bar in Los Angeles. He
had come west to attend Los Angeles City College.
Later he graduated from UCLA and UC Santa Barbara. He was a faculty member at UCSB. We have
mutual friends in Texas. (He is part of these memoirs).
Chavez, Cesar -- Leader, United Farmworkers. His
compadre Ernie Abeytia, a friend of Gloria and I,
introduced me to him at a gathering at the
Guadalupe Church on San Antonio St. in San Jose,
in the mid-70's. He spoke at a fundraiser for Abeytia
when he was running for city council. That is the
last time I saw him in person.
Chong, Eddie-- Official Santa Clara County Photog-

rapher for many years. He took photos of me when
I was on the Santa Clara County Fair board of directors. A very talented and popular professional.
Cleye, Rudy -- Owner, Blarney Castle restaurant, Sixth
& Western, Los Angeles. He said Little Richard
wrote Tutti Frutti about him. He had autographed
photos of many famous people on the walls of his
office, including one very well known Indianapolis 500 racer. I wondered if they were also gay.
Cranston, Alan-- U.S. Senator from California. He
was the speaker at San Jose GI Forum installation
of officers the last time I was installed as Chairman. An officer from Moffett Field called me to
reassure him that, indeed, a United States Senator
was speaking at a local chapter installation. Yes.
He came. He also attended the Grand Opening of
our Veterans Outreach Program in San Jose in 1972.
Days, Virginia Mae-- Former Director, State of California Dept. of Veterans Affairs. We met when she
spoke at a California GI Forum state convention,
and later at other GI Forum functions. She became
a member of the American GI Forum.
DeUums, Ron-- U.S. Congressman from Oakland, and
presently Mayor of Oakland. My friend Cesar
Mendez dragged me to a Dellums fundraiser in
Oakland while we were visiting he and his wife
Connie. A very charismatic individual and one of
the smartest politicians I had ever met.
Diaz, Andy -- Legendary Andy Diaz. Perrenial candidate for public office in Santa Clara County. I met
Andy when he was doing time at the James Boys
Ranch in 1960 and I went there to do a story on the
ranch for El Excentrico magazine. We have been
friends ever since. Every time I see him he's got a
new story about how great he is. The last time I
talked to him he was comparing himself to Abraham
Lincoln, our 16th President. (Part of these memoirs).
Dokoozlian, Nick -- Former Fresno State fullback and
later a Vitaculture instructor at FSU. We met at Slick
Rock on the Kaweah River when I was a senior in
high school. He borrowed an inner tube from my
girl friend. (See The Fresno State Fullback in these
memoirs).
Edwards, Don-- U.S. Congressman from San Jose.
He spoke to a community gathering I put together
about the Watergate and soaring gas prices. He as-
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sured us that as the elections got closer Republicans would be asking Nixon to resign. Later, he
attended the Grand Opening of our Veterans Outreach Program in San Jose. I once called him in
Washington D.C. to urge his support for refunding
of the American GI Forum's Veterans Outreach Program. The secretary said he was in a meeting. I said,
just give him the message ... A few minutes later
he called back and assured me that he was an avid
supporter of the organization and would vote for
refunding.
Fender, Freddie -- Country & Western Singer. He entertained at the Santa Clara County Fair when I was
on the board. We watched his show and then met
him at a reception after his last show. Some of the
board members said that Julian Quezada, a local
guitarist whom we hired to entertain at the reception, was a better singer than Freddie.
Ferraro, John-- Former USC All American tackle, Los
Angeles City Councilman -- We met at a Veterans
Outreach program event in Los Angeles. (He is part
of these memoirs).
Fullerton, Dr. Gail --As Chairman of San Jose GI Forum, I invited her to address the San Jose GI Forum Scholarship Foundation awards dinner at the
fairgrounds. She came and I found her to be a very
cordial individual.
Galarza, Dr. Ernesto -- First Chicano to graduate from
Stanford University. A noted educator. When we
were drinking tequila and beer at a function in Santa
Clara and in his home on Franquette Drive in Willow Glen I had no idea that he was as famous as he
is. He sent me copies of his Mini-Libros books for
children. Just another of his many contributions to
our society.
Gallegos, Chon -- Former San Jose State quarterback,
Santa Clara County golf champion, Retired football and golf coach at Santa Teresa High School.
We met when he was playing baseball for the San
Jose Merchants managed by my friend Marion
Villegas in 1959. Later we met again when we were
both members ofMAGA, Mexican American Golfers Association. (Part of these memoirs).
Gallegos, Antonio-- National Chairman, American GI
Forum. Former Art Director, McDonnell Douglas,
Huntington Beach, Calif. Former Chairman of the
Equal Employment Opportunity Commission,
11
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Washington, D.C. Served under four Presidents, the
only individual ever so honored. He flew as a
sidegunner on a B-17 on missions over Germany
in World War ll.
Garcia, Dr. Hector P. -- Founder, American GI Forum. We talked on different occasions. He seemed
to think that if it didn't happen in Texas, it just didn't
happen. At least that's the impression he gave to us
Californianos. I was not a great admirer of his, opining that he was far too provincial for a national
leader of Hispanics. His star appeared to rise and
fall depending on which Texans were in power in
Washington D.C.
Garland, Gordon -- Candidate for Governor of California in the late 30's or early 40's. I was irrigating
his cotton fields near Seville. One day he showed
up, introduced himself, and asked if I knew who
owned the six pak of beer in the water near one of
the pumps. I owned up to it. We shared the beer,
then he went to pick up two more. We had an enjoyable two hour discussion about his life in politics, ranching, his gold mines, and everything else.
Garza, Alfredo-- Former Vice Mayor, City of San Jose.
Gloria and I worked on his campaigns. When he
had his legal problems we supported him with a
resolution unanimously adopted by San Jose GI
Forum. He remains a good friend. We wrote a letter to Governor Schwarzenegger asking for a gubernatorial pardon so he can resume his ·high school
teaching career.
Gilhousen, Rosey -- Baseball Scout for Pittsburgh Pirates. We met while I was a junior at Woodlake High
School in 1951. We traveled to the Delano baseball
tournament in his car. He was a friend of Jack Mann,
our HS baseball coach.
Guerrero, Lalo -- Bandleader, Songwriter, Restaurant
owner-- Leader of one of the country's top Mexican orchestras in the forties and fifties. Lalo was
Grand Marshal of the Cinco de Mayo parade and
entertained at the Fiestas Patrias festival in San Jose.
(I did an interview with him which is part of these
memoirs).
Guevara, Ivan -- former San Jose State basketball
coach. He was invited to address our Installation of
Officers dinner. Jack Ellwanger thought he would
be a good choice for that chore. And he was. We
met at the Foghorn for drinks to discuss the GI Fo-
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rum funding a scholarship for basketball at SJSU,
but nothing ever came of our discussion. Later I
wrote to SJSU President Gail Fullerton to keep him
when he was being fired. To no avail.
Guinn, Kenny -- Governor of Nevada -- Kenny was a
snotty-nosed kid running around Woodlake chasing after his older brother Charlie when they lived
in Woodlake. Later they moved to Exeter and that
is where he graduated from high school. He invited
all his old friends to his inauguration as Governor
of Nevada.
Hernandez, Little Joe- Leader, Little Joey La Familia
Orchestra. I met him in Visalia at a California GI
Forum convention. We invited him and the band to
the San Jose hospitality room after the dance and
they came. (Part of these memoirs).
Hernandez, Rudy -- Congressional Medal of Honor
recipient from the Korean War. Met him at the California GI Forum convention in Oakland. I was the
master of ceremonies at the convention banquet and
he was one of our featured speakers. He was from
Fowler. Many years ago, while he was serving with
the U.S. Army in Korea, I had met his high school
sweetheart. (Part of these memoirs).
Hirayama, Fibber-- 5'3 .. , 135 lb. Baseball and football player, Fresno State, early 50's. Played 15 years
in Japan. Book, An Outfielder for Hiroshima is
about him. Was covered in large article in Sports
lllustrated. Played basketball against our Tortilla
Flats team in Woodlake in early 50's on a team assembled by Jack Mann, our high school B class
hoops coach.
Honda, Mike -- U.S. Congressman from San Jose. We
met while he was a City Councilman in San Jose.
We worked on his campaign. He told me once that
he always wears black socks because one time he
went to a public function wearing a brown one and
a black one ... Never again, .. he smiled.
Humphrey, Hubert, Vice President -- Passed up an
opportunity to meet him when he spoke at the
American GI Forum national convention in Corpus Christi, Texas. Later, Humphrey was in San Jose
for a political fundraiser at Frontier Village, and
we were introduced by one of his advance men
whom I knew from the American GI Forum. (Incident is part of these memoirs).

Jinks, Larry-- Publisher, San Jose Mercury News. Jack
Ellwanger and I met with him in his office to voice
our concerns about his newspaper and how it related to Latinos. We suggested, for one, that his food
editor visit restaurants that poor people frequent.
There is no point in reviewing places that most
working people can't afford. He agreed. Later we
had him as a speaker at the Barrio AlcohoVDrugs
Conference at Elmwood.
Johnson, Rafer -- Olympic Decathlon Champion. I introduced myself at the USC track when he was there
for a track and field clinic put on by USC coach
Jess Hill. (Part of these memoirs).
Jones, Andrew -- Former Basketball Coach, Sacr~
mento City College. We went to his office to get
information about track star Joe Batiste. Coach
Jones had done his master's thesis on Sacramento
City College athletics. He gave me some copies of
info he had. We went to the Sacramento State Library and read his thesis, getting much valuable information on Batiste. I wrote Jones to thank him
for his contribution. (Part of these memoirs).
Kaplan, Dr. Joseph-- Astrophysicist, UCLA. He delivered a lecture on the space age at Morris Dailey
Auditorium, San Jose State, while I was working
for El Excentrico. Audience allowed to ask questions and talk to Dr. Kaplan after his speech. I went
and took notes. (Part of these memoirs).
Kapp, Joe -- UC Berkeley QB the last time the Bears
went to the Rose bowl. QBacked Minnesota VJ.kings
in Super Bowl N, UC Berkeley football coach-Kapp was the Grand Marshal of a Cinco de Mayo
parade I was directing. We had a long conversation
and many beers afterward and have stayed in touch
ever since.
K walick, Ted --Penn State All America End. I met him
at Wal-Mart where he was selling football memorabilia. We invited him to address the Barrio Alcohol/Drugs Conference at Elmwood, but he did not
reply to our invite. He said he and OJ Simpson were
the only three-time consensus All Americans: in
college football history. Another pro football player
who said O.J. could have done it.
Lofgren, Zoe-- U.S. Congresswoman from San Jose.
We worked on her campaign for Board of Supervisors. We called her The Momma of the Barrio Conference because she made the motion which got
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Vida Nueva Recovery Home a $10,000 Santa Clara
County grant to start the Barrio Alcohol/Drugs Conference. It lasted 12 years. We have visited with
her on many occasions.
Loomis, Pat-- Former San Jose Mercury columnist,
author of Santa Clara County history books. We met
while we were serving on the Santa Clara County
Fair Board of Directors. She encouraged me to raise
hell with the establishment. A very nice lady.
Lupino, Ida -- Movie Actress. We met her at a nightclub on Olvera Street in Los Angeles. Her bodyuards
insisted on the management asking me and my
friend Jaime Barragan leave the premises. They said
we were bothering Miss Lupino's sisters. (Part of
these memoirs).
McCloskey, Pete -- Former Congressman. We met
while watching a Stanford-UCLA football game in
the Rose Bowl. He took a seat in the aisle right next
to me in the last few minutes of the game. (Part of
these memoirs).
McCullum, Donald -- Oakland Attorney, Alameda
County Superior Court Judge. He was the speaker
at my first San Jose GI Forum installation of officers dinner in San Jose. His advice: "The man needs
you to put your foot in his ass ... and keep it there!"
(Part of these memoirs).
McEnery, Tom-- Former Mayor of San Jose. I met
Tom at the Tower Saloon with Jack Ellwanger. We
shared a few beers. I liked him and thought he was
a dedicated public servant. While we were working on a community project he gave me his home
phone number.
Mineta, Norman-- U.S. Representative, Washington,
D.C., former Mayor of San Jose. We met while
working on his campaign for Mayor, and have been
friends since. We have visited his office and had
coffee with him. He told us once that he had a meeting with President Reagan, who came equipped with
3x5 cards with answers to some of Mineta's questions. After he had gone through his cards, Reagan
quickly ended the meeting.
Montoya, Joseph-- U.S. Senator, New Mexico. We
met him at an American GI Forum national convention. Gloria and I went to his office when we
visited Washington, D.C. in 1971. His office staff
were very cordial to us. They showed us how to
use the small tram that runs underground from one
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side of the capitol to the other.

George Moscone, California Senator, Mayor of San
Francisco -- Jack Ellwanger introduced us at a
fundraiser for Dan McCorquodale at a large home
up in the eastern foothills. Later, Jack and I went to
his office in Sacramento, seeking support for Jose
Martinez for Assembly campaign. We met with
Chicano Caucus members in Sen. Moscone's offlee. (Part of these memoirs).
Muskie, Edmund-- U.S. Secretary of State. I introduced myself to him as he was entering the Anaheim Convention Center at an American GI Forum
national convention. I bet Frank Caballero a beer
that I could get close enough to introduce him to
Muskie. I took Frank by one hand and raised the
other one, pointing at Muskie and saying, "Ed, over
here! Over here!" Somehow it got me past the body""
guards surrounding him. I won the bet.
Nomellini, Leo -- Former All Pro Tackle, San Francisco 49ers. We met while he was wrestling at SJ
Civic Auditorium. I interviewed him for El
Excentrico magazine. He introduced me to Big
Daddy Lipscomb of the Baltimore Colts while we
were doing the interview. Big Daddy is h-u-g-e.(Part
of these memoirs).
Obledo, Mario-- Former Director of Mexican American Legal Defense and Education Fund, Instructor
at Harvard University. Reader's Digest did an .article about his community involvement. We met at
a Chicanos and the Administration of Justice conference in Phoenix to which I was invited when I
was editor of The Forumeer. And later at various
functions over the years. He is one of the Chicanos
I most admire. A really remarkable human being.
Olguin, Hank -- Halfback, UC Berkeley. Leading
ground gainer for Cal in the last Rose Bowl they
appeared in. We met at a California GI Forum convention in San Jose when he introduced himself and
asked if he could borrow some documents that I
had. Of course. I got the papers back two years later.
He insisted I tell his mother over the phone that he
was the leading ground gainer for Cal in the Rose
Bowl. She did not attend the game. (In these memoirs).
Orme, Maynard -- UC Berkeley quartermiler. Ran on
some of fastest mile relay teams in the world. I remembered him from his track exploits at Roosevelt
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High School in Fresno. Later he became General
Manager, KTEH-Channel 54, San Jose. He came
to San Jose GI Forum building to discuss KTEH
and the Chicano community. We had a long conversation about living in the valley, track and field,
and his work at KTEH.
Pastorini, Dan -Former Santa Clara University, Houston Oilers, Oakland Raiders quarterback. We met
at Santa Clara GI Forum queen coronation ball in
Palo Alto. He seemed very confident about his
chances at making it in pro football. "I can always
make it as a kicker," he said.
Perez, Mike-- Quarterback, San Jose State, early 80's.
He was Grand Marshal of Cinco de Mayo Parade
which I was running at the SC County Fairgrounds.
Pittman, Rosie -- Former member of Fresno Rockets,
world champion softball team for 15 years. Considered by some as Woodlake High School's most
outstanding athlete. I wrote her asking questions
about her softball years with Rockets. She kindly
replied. (Part of these memoirs).
Plunkett, Jim -- Stanford quarterback, Heisman Trophy winner, Oakland Raiders Super Bowl QB and
Most Valuable Player. We met when he was a senior at Stanford. He was guest of honor at Santa
Clara GI Forum dance in Palo Alto. I interviewed
him. Later we met again at a James Lick High
School fundraising golf tournament.
Ridder, Joe-- Owner and publisher, San Jose Mercury
News. We met him at a church on North Fifth Street
in the late fifties. He was talking to a group about
the striking Mercury News employees. I mentioned
to him that if the Mere's employees were as good
as he said they were, why didn't they deserve more
compensation and better benefits? He assured us
that the strike would be settled shortly and the
people would be back to work.
Rivera, Geraldo --He approached me, introduced himself, as I was directing the Cinco de Mayo parade
in San Jose and asked where he should put his car
in the parade route. I told him to go into Division
H, behind the horses since he had not submitted an
entry. He looked at me like I was nuts, but he followed our directions. (Part of these memoirs).
Rocco, Louis -- Congressional Medal of Honor recipient. We met at a reception for medal of honor recipients at San Jose Elks Lodge. Met some of the

other recipients but cannot recall exactly which
ones. There were about 25 of them present.
Rodriguez, Joe-- San Jose Mercury News columnist.
He spoke at a San Jose GI Forum meeting and we
spoke briefly afterward. I told him that he was Joseph now. Later he would become Joe and then it
would be time for him to leave town.
Rodriguez, Manuel Jaramlllo --Chicano artist from
Los Angeles. He painted the official poster of the
1984 Los Angeles Olympic Games. Also, the official portrait of Lt. Col. Ellison Onizuka, one of the
astronauts killed on the Challenger spacecraft . He
showed the Onizuka portrait for the first time at
Vida Nueva Recovery Home.
Roybal, Edward-- Former U.S. Congressman from
Los Angeles. We met at a CSO luncheon at the Sacred Heart Church hall on Willow Street. Afterward,
we went to The Cellar for a few beers.
Santana, Charlie-- Former Alameda County SuperVisor. We met at a California GI Forum convention in
Riverside. He addressed the convention luncheon.
Later I loaned him some papers I had that he wanted
to look at. He mailed them back six months later.
Schabarum, Pete -- Former Cal football player, Los
Angeles County Supervisor. Pete and I were speakers at an American GI Forum Scholarship Dinner
at the Saddleback Inn, Anaheim.
Shirakawa, George Sr.-- Former San Jose City Councilman, a person we admired very much. He died
on Cinco de Mayo. He was to ride in the parade
and didn't show up. We did not know he had died
earlier that morning. An individual who would have
gone on to higher office, we believe.
Silvestre, Flor, Mexican entertainer-- Antonio Aguilar's
wife. Gloria and I met her backstage. We were in.,.
troduced by AI Rodriguez, owner of Radio KAZA.
Stainback, Thck -- Former PR man for Los Angeles
Dodgers. We met him at Dodger Stadium in the mid60's when I was looking into forming a Dodger Fan
Club in San Jose. After that he sent me press releases for years.
Stone, Larry -- Santa Clara County Assessor. Former
Mayor of Sunnyvale. Gloria and I have known Larry
and his wife Carmen for many years. She is a beau~
tiful Chicana. We attended a fundraiser for Dan
McCorquodale at their home in Sunnyvale.
Tijerina, Reies --New Mexico Rebel. Took over court-
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house in New Mexico. Incessant fighter for land
rights. We met at a conference at San Jose Hyatt
House. He came to a meeting in room of my friend
Cesar Mendez who invited me to meet the New
Mexican Rebel.
Tongolele, Mexican entertainer -- My brother Ted,
Humberto Garcia and I met her at the Rainbow
Ballroom. We were introduced by Carlos Gomez,
who mceed the program.
Trevino, Lee-- Professional Golfer. U.S. Open Champion. We met in San Jose when he was guest of
honor at dinner sponsored by Santa Clara GI Forum Women at Lou's Village. Jack Ellwanger, Tony
Cerna and I handled public relations for the event.
(Part of these memoirs).
Trujillo, Charlie -- Vietnam Vet. Author of Soldados
and other publications. Owner, Chusma Press. We
met at a San Jose GI Forum function. He wrote
about his home boys from Corcoran who went to
war in Vietnam.
Tyler, Wendell -- Former UCLA and San Francisco
49ers halfback. He was autographing memorabilia
at Wal-Mart in Milpitas. I told him I was more impressed with what he did for UCLA since I am not
a professional football fan. He opined that for certain OJ Simpson could have killed those he was
accused of.
Valdez, Luis -- Playwright, Movie Producer, Chicano
Activist. I met Luis when he was doing a column
El Machete for El Excentrico magazine when he
was attending San Jose State University. We did
not agree politically, but I have great admiration of
his talents. He was guest of honor at a dinner to
which I invited people who wanted to meet him.
Later he became very famous. Wrote and directed
La Bamba, about Richie Valens. Also wrote and directed the play Zoot Suit, which Gloria and I saw
at the Aquarius Theater in Hollywood.
Valentin, Juan -- Mexican Rancheras Singer. We met
at the Santa Clara County fairgrounds where he was
entertaining during the Fiestas Patrias. He stayed
around for awhile and visited with GI Forum members, took some pictures, and signed autographs.
Vasconcellos, John-- California State Senator. Former
Chairman of State Ways & Means Committee. A
truly professional politician. I met him at Zapata's
Restaurant where we were introduced by Jack

945

Ellwanger. He showed me his newest book, and I
asked him, "Who wrote it?" I did not know at the
time how intelligent he was. Graduated with honors from Santa Clara University. He met with San
Jose GI Forum members at our building on E. Santa
Clara Street, drank beer with us, and responded, in
writing, to our requests for information. He hired
one of our members for his staff. (Part of these memoirs).
Villarreal, Jose --Author of POCHO, one of the first
Chicano-written novels. I met him at El Excentrico
and did a review of his book for the magazine. He
later renounced American citizenship and moved
to Mexico. (Part of these memoirs).
Wedemeyer, Charlie -- Former Los Gatos High School
football coach. I met him at Kaiser Santa Teresa
Hospital. He was getting off the ramp of his special
van as Gloria and I were leaving. I got out of my
car and went to introduce myself as an admirer, and
shook his hand. Very shortly his wife appeared and
told me who he was. "I know who he is," I said,
"God bless you both. You are a very courageous
couple."
White, Les --San Jose City Manager. We met him at
Antuna's Mexican Restaurant where some friends
had taken him to lunch to discuss city concerns.
Another time we met with Mr. White at Naco's
Tacos on Alum Rock Avenue to discuss Fiestas
Patrias problems. He admitted he was from Sultana after I told him I was from Woodlake. He has
relatives living just outside of Woodlake. (Part of
these memoirs).
Yzaguirre, Raul-- Executive Director, National Council of La Raza -- Raul was an old friend from the
American GI Forum. A former GI Forum Youth
chairman. We should have elected him National
Chairman for the good of our organization. We have
known him for over 30 years. ******
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Life's Lesson
This poem was lifted from the NEW TIMES
newspaper of NCADD in Santa Clara County. It
was written by Barney Hua, a 16-year old inmate
in the California Youth Authority.
Life was just a game to me,
and a game that I played well,
I thought I was the King that ruled,
but then my Kingdom fell.
The first lesson was so easy,
it taught me that I was right,
I could break the law and get away
with it if my alibi held tight.
Boy, these guys were stupid,
I held all the keys,
The keys to all the knowledge,
to do the things I please.
So I ran head long into a world of drugs,
deceit and crime,
They'd never catch this guy ...
but· then came my time.
The saddest part about this is,
it didn't have to be,
If only I'd stop to listen
to those who cared for me.
Then came the big lesson,
the one that brought the tears,
The judge said, "For your wisdom,
you can do eight years."

Your Work
When your work speaks for itself, don't interrupt.
--Henry Kaiser

Give Me Control
"From 18 to 25, if you give me control over when a man sleeps and
how much sleep he's gonna get and ·
when a man eats and how much
food he's gonna eat, I can get him
to do anything I want. Then, after
25 or 26, they start to ask questions and they're no damned good .
any more."
Bob Howard,
Congressional Medal of Honor recipient,

He took away my freedom,
for doing things my way,
Now those familiar words ring true to me
crime just does not pay.
I can't do what I want in here
and this I really hate,
I earned the right to be here though,
a prisoner of the state.
I cannot say I wasn't warned
that my ways would bring me grief
But somehow all the warnings
did not fit my belief.
So now I sit here wishing
that I could change the past,
But wishes sure won't help me now,
it's time to learn ... and fast!
So do yourself a favor
and take some good advice,
when you think you know it all,
that's the time you should think twice.
And if you don't believe me,
or believe in living hell,
I'll see you later, wise guy,
you'll be in the next cell.

*****
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Christmas Tale
with a Twist
El Excentrico magazine publisher Humberto
Garcia suggested I do some fiction writing. Don't
know why. He just did. And I, being a good Assistant Editor, complied. This was first published in El
Ex on Dec. 20, 1959.
A rotund, crimson clad figure emerged from the fireplace of a home in the East foothills. Perspiration had
soaked his whiskers and flowing beard thoroughly.
Wrinkles lined his forehead. It was 7 a.m., Christmas
Day, 1959.
"Hurry! Hurry! Hurry!" he kept urging himself. "I must
hurry!"
There was a sudden creak, an opened door, and then a
bright shaft of light cut across the living room of the
Hernandez home. the whiskered fellow's hand dug deep
into his bag, deposited a gift under the gaily decorated
Christmas tree, and then suddenly it happened:
"Santa! Santa! Hurry, Cindy, there's Santa now!" a
child's voice shouted, awed at the sight but excited at
the prospect of fulfilling ther dreams of every child in
the world, meeting Santa Claus in their own home!

Think Life is Hard?
During World War II, U.S. Army Air Corps pilots barely out of their teens, piloted heavy bombers thousands of miles across enemy territory,
braved fighter planes and anti-aircraft guns, just
doing their job.

On August 1, 1943, One hundred seventy-six
B-24 Liberator bombers took off from Bengazi,
Libya to bomb an oil refinery at Ploesti, Romania, a 2700-mile round trip.
One hundred sixty-four planes reached the target. Fifty-four were shot down, at a loss of over
500 airmen. Five crewmen earned Congressional
Medals of Honor, 3 posthumously, the most ever
awarded for one action in World War II.
Now. what kind of problems do YOU have?
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"Hi, Santa!" the kids exclaimed as they came rushing
into the room, the pitter patter of their little feet thumping across the carpet as their voices alarmed St. Nick._
"Ho! Ho! Ho!" he greeted them, in the accepted Santa
Claus manner.
"Sandy Claws! Sandy Claws!" little Cincy shouted.
"Ho! Ho1 Ho!" Santa repeated.
"Santa!"
The red clad figure turned to re-enter the chimney and
make his exit, wanting to ride away through the dawn
to another household, another Christmas tree. But it was
not to be.

"Santa!" Johnny cried, "Stay for awhile! Mommy
said you'd be here today! Stay til we open our presents! We've got a Christmas card for you!"
"Ho 1 Ho 1 Ho!" Santa replied, "But I can not do that
my good children. I must be away to another home, and
to another little boy and little girl. There are hundreds
and hundreds of little boys and little girls still waiting
for St. Nick to arrive with their toys and gifts."
"Mommy said you always come to our house last. She
said that when we got up last night and asked her why
you hadn't come this year. She told us to go back to bed
and that you'd be here before we woke up this morning!"
"Ho 1 Ho! Ho!" Santa repeated again, "She was right.
Here I am with nice gifts and toys for all boys and girls
who do as their mommies and daddies tell them to do.~·
"We've been waiting for you since three o'clock this
morning, Santa1 Don't go," said Cindy.
"I musn 't keep those other children waiting, my

child!" Santa said. "Ho! Ho! Ho!"
"Why are you late, Santa?" Johnny asked, his face
showing no traces of emotion. This had become a matter of grave importance and Johnny was determined to
get an answer.
How could anything delay Santa Claus on Christmas
Eve? Santa is a very busy man all year long but on this
day, somehow he manages to get around to all the kiddies
in the world. He has NEVER been late before. All the
nice things he'd heard about Santa Claus and how he
treated little boys and girls was being dispelled by Santa
the very first time they'd seen him. Johnny was determined to hear an explanation.
"Sit down my children," Santa said softly, "Sit down
and I'll tell you what happened."
The kids were all ears as Santa related his tale.
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"I left the North Pole after saying goodbye to Mrs.
Claus ... "
"Santa! Why didn't you bring Mrs. Claus to help you?
Mommy always helps daddy do things," Cindy interrupted.
"Ho! Ho! Ho!" Santa laughed, "Well, it's fine that
your mommy helps your daddy but Mrs. Claus has to
stay at Christmasland to prepare more gifts for children
in other parts of the world ... Now, as I was saying ... I
left the North Pole and headed down over to the Scandinavian countries, Norway, Sweden, and Finland, leaving toys and other gifts at the homes of little boys and
girls."

"Did you go to Russia?" Johnny interceded, eager
to know if Santa looked favorably on Nikita
Crosschef and his people.
"Certainly, I went to Russia," Santa replied.
"Did you need a passport?" was the next inquiry.
"Of course not, Johnny, I don't need one. I'm welcome
in every country in the world. I bring joy to children
like yoiu and Cindy all over the earth, I don't have to
have a passport to go anywhere."
"But let me go on with my explanation of why I'm
late ... after I left Russia, Dancer, Prancer, Dasher, and
other reindeer pulled my sleigh toward Poland, Rumania, Hungary, and Yugoslavia ... "
"Yugoslavia?" Johnny asked.
"Yes, Yugoslavia .. what's so odd about Yugoslavia?"
"Did you go to Marshall Tito's home too?" Johnny
inquired.
Santa answered, "Of course I went to his home too ...
but how do you know about Marshall Tito?"
"Daddy was telling mommy the other day that Tito
and some guy named Nicky from Russia are buddies.
They always watch soldiers marching together. Every
chance they get," Johnny replied.
"Now, let me go on with my story," Santa continued,
"After Yugoslavia I flew across the Adriatic Sea .... "
"You flew across WHAT sea, Santa?" the question
came from Cindy.
"The Adriatic ... "
"You FLEW?" she asked.
"Yes, I flew .... "
"In a 707 Jetliner?" she asked.
"No. In my sleigh, the one that Dasher and all the
other reindeer pull."
"How can reindeer fly, Santa? The ones we saw at

Yellowstone Park did not have wings!"
"Well ..... Dasher, Dancer, Blitzen and the others don't
have wings either, but they can fly nonetheless."
"Now ... let me go on with my story .... After Italy,
Austria, France, Switzerland, and Spain ... "
"Spain?" Johnny exclaimed.
"Yes, what's so unusual about Spain?"
"Did you see Ava Gardner over there?" Johnny inquired.
"How did you know about Ava Gardner and that she
was in Spain?" Santa asked.
"I heard mommy tell daddy that she read in Head
Hopper's column that Eva Gardener was chasing after
bullfighters in Spain."
"Well, perhaps so ... but now let me go on with my
tale ... next I went to England .... "
"You didn't leave any toys for the children in Belgium and Denmark?" Cindy asked.
"How did you know that countries like Belgium and
Denmark exist?"
"Belgium is where they had the World's Fair," Cindy
said slowly, "Daddy was telling mommy that he'd sure
like to get a close look at some of those European
dames."
"Denmark, that's where Christine Jorgensen is from,"
Johnny added.
"Who's Christine Jorgensen?" Santa asked.
"Daddy said that's the guy who went abroad and came
back a broad," Johnny said, again displaying no signs

Forum Member Queried
On Saturday, Nov. 22, 1963, at approximately
12:30 p.m., Joe Molina, Credit Manager at the
Texas School Book Depository, was questioned by
the Dallas Police Dept. after the Kennedy assassination.
The police searched his home, then asked him to
report to the police department on Nov. 23 for more
questioning from 12 noon to 4 p.m. Lt. Jack Revill,
Dallas Police Dept., told Molina that the American
GI Forum included communist members. Molina
denied it.
Apparently, the Dallas PD had not heard about
the GI Forum members involved in the massive
Viva Kennedy campaigns across America during
the 1960 elections.
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of emotion.

"Ahem ••• well anyway, let me go on with my story
... Next I flew to South America, to Argentina, Brazil, Peru, Colombia, and all the other countries •••• "
"Santa, is that those countries that take turns having
revolutions?" Johnny inquired.
'And then I was off to Mexico for a ..... Santa said
before he was abruptly interrupted.
"Mexico?" Cindy asked.
"Yes. Mexico. What do you know about Mexico?"
"Mommy says all the men down there have moustaches. She says they tickle! Cindy answered.
"Daddy says they sleep all day and drink and sing all
night!" Johnny added.
"Well .. anyway, next I came to the states, to California, said Santa Claus.
"Did you stop in Los Angeles?"
"Certainly! There's thousands of nice little boys and
girls in Los Angeles!" Santa beamed.
"Daddy says he'll never set foot in Los Angeles again.
They beat the Giants in baseball!" Johnny said.
"Mommy promised to take us to Disneyland next
year," Cindy exclaimed.
"Do you like baseball, Santa?" Johnny asked.
"Of course! It's the great American game! .. Santa enthused.
II

II

"Are you an American, Santa?" Johnny asked,
persistent in his questioning. Johnny liked asking
Santa questions. He seemed to know everything.
Suddenly, the crimson coated figure exploded verbally.
"Oh, hell, I quit! You children are impossible!" Santa
Claus said, and thereupon ripped off the red cap, the
flowing white whiskers, and the crimson coat.
"Daddy!" Cindy said and Johnny exclaimed,
"DADDY! DADDY! DADDY!" ****

Invasion of the U.S.
In the early months of World War II, the Japanese
Empire occupied Attu in the Aleutian Islands, the
only time in American history that a foreign country successfully invaded the United States. The Japanese were evicted from the Aleutians by a combined
Army and Marine Corps expeditionary force a few
months later. ****
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Santa Clara County Politics
In 1879, Ulysses S. Grant was the frrstAmerican president to visit Santa Clara County.
In 1893, former president Benjamin Harrison taught
at Stanford, in the university's second year of operation.
In 1911, California women won the right to vote.
In 1960, John F. Kennedy attracted 20,000 people,
the largest crowd in Santa Clara County history just days
before the election, but didn't carry the county. We went
for Richard Nixon.
In 1962, Lyndon B. Johnson didn't attract the crowds
he anticipated in his visit to the county and never returned.
In 2000, George W. Bush spoke to 1800 people at
United Defense in Santa Clara. About 1000 people protested his visit outside. ****

Drug-Proof Yourself
I don't remember where I first saw the following tips
for parents with problem children, but I think they bear
repeating. Apologies to the author whose name is not
recorded here.
Tips for Drug-Proofing Yourself:
1. All parents should set family standards on alcohol
and drug use. Tell your children what your rules
are. Repeat them often. Live by the rules yourself.
2. Let your children know that there are consequence~
and punishment for violating family rules. Deny
them some privileges. Make sure the rules are
clearly understood and that they are fair. Enforce
them vigorously.

3. Set aside some time each day to talk to your
kids about what they are doing every day. Ask
them how they feel about things, and' what they
think about. Listen carefully and show them
that you care.
4. Assist your children in preparing realistic goals
for themselves in academics, athletics, and in their
social life. Encourage them and help them achieve
their goals.
5. Know your children's friends. Spent time with
them. Get to know their parents too.
6.
Participate in activities as a family. Let
your kids participate in deciding what fun things you
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Cuatro Amigos
At the groundbreaking ceremonies
for San Jose GI Forum's new building off Story Road are, left to right,
Joe G. Lopez, Dan Gallego, Cesar
Flores Mendez, and Frank Caballero.
Caballero was the GI Forum's representative at the site, overlooking construction and making sure everything
was being done according to the plans,
particularly the plumbing. He is retired from the Hellwig Plumbing Co.
in Santa Clara. (Jack Ellwanger foto)

Seenus
Practice, Practice, Practice
My good friend Humberto Garza came to visit
me. He was living in Sanger, Calif. I asked him what
he was doing in Sanger.
"Nothing," he said, "Just practicing for my retirement."
Well said, my friend.

Drug Proof Yourself
7.

8.
9.

10.

(Cont. from pg. 949)
going to be doing.
Be aware of the warning signs of alcohol and drug
abuse. Look for signs of hostility, physical changes,
loss of interest in school or their hobbies. Let your
kids know that you notice changes in their behavior.
Discuss the future with your children. Know what
they are planning to do in the future .
Have a happy home. Make it a fun place for your
kids to be there and invite their friends to visit them
at home.
Always know where your children are. Be nosy.
Let your children know you are asking lots of questions because you care about them. Encourage
them to discuss things freely with you. Anything.
They can confide in you. They can trust you. Help
them if they need help understanding complicated
things. If not, help them find answers from responsible people who know about the problems that
concern them. ****

Mickey had died and gone to heaven. There, he ran
into an old friend who asked him about the old gang in
the 'hood. Then they got around to the circumstances of
his death.
"I died of seenus," Mickey said.
"Seenus?," his friend asked, "what's seenus?"
"It's an eye disease," Mickey replied.
"You don't mean sinus, do you?" the friend asked, incredulously. "Sinus is a nose problem," he added.
"No. I mean seen us , it's an eye disease!" Mickey replied, getting exasperated.
"What i-n t-h-e h-e-1-1 happened?" his friend asked
agam.
"I was out with Sonny Liston's girl friend and he seen
us!" Mickey replied.

The Best Revenge
Success is the best revenge.
--French Proverb

How does it sound?
A number of Woodlake High School students
were auditioning for a singing part in a high school
play. One enthusiastic but musically challenged
singer finished his audition, and asked the teacher,
"how does it sound?"
"Like a wounded bull in a silo," the faculty member, replied solemnly.

