














Spartan Daily/Wednesday, November is. 198:1 

Deprogrammers, Maranatha debated 
continued from page 1 

In J. Gordon Melton's book titled ..'ll'he cult Experi-
ence." Melton said many times deprogrammings involve 
taking a person to an isolated environment, depriving 
them of food or sleep, berating the faith of the cult mem-
her and often times demeaning the person. 

"The integrity of the individual who is doing the de-
programming is what is at stake," said Dr. Charles 
Farah. professor of theology at Oral Roberts University 
and a consultant "supportive" of Maranatha for the Spri-
tual Counterfeit Project committee. 

Farah said deprogramming without selectivity is 
dangerous and "there has to be safeguards. Only in 
movements that are plainly cultic and are using mind 
control techniques should we use deprogramming. 

And Maranatha is not one of these groups," he said. 
Ntaranatha founder and director Bob Weiner said 

people who accuse Maranatha of being a cult "don't know 
hatI hey re la lking about' 

"It's ridiculous," Weiner said. "They called Jesus the 
son of the devil. I think it's an honor to be persecuted for 
righteousness' sake." 

Ted Doss, Maranatha director of missions, said those 
who see Maranatha as a cult are altruistically motivated, 
but "for one reason or another they've heard one side of 
several stories without bothering to check out the other.•' 

Exit counselor David Clark, a Christian currently on 
the SCP committee investigating Maranatha, said "their 
( Maranatha's I typical defense is to cite the extreme ex-
amples of deprogramming. 

"When Bob Nolte ( public relations manager for Mar-
anatha goes on The 700 Club and says one of the tactics of 
deprogrammers is that they rape them . . and express-
ing it in the attitude that it's normative —it's painting a 
straw man and knocking him down," Clark said. "I see it 
as a very slanted view. Not only that, but it was presented 
in a very melodramatic fashion." 

Clark, certified by the Alexandria. Va., court system 

as a cult expert, has testified at the 1976 hearings led by 
Sen. Robert Dole, Ft -Kan., in Washington D.C.. the first 
federal investigation of cults. 

Weiner cites the good favor his church receives from 
parents and religious leaders, but Clark said that "good 
favor" may be based more on the "cosmetic phenomena" 
of success and the "inability of members to look deeply 
into Maranalha 's problems." 

Three of those problems. Clark says, are: 
Maranatha public relations policies give people the 

impression that "God is fully endorsing" it. 
Members can only check things out as far as what 

they are told by the group because Maranath is "totalistic 
in thrust." 

Maranatha has authority by implication or what 
Clark refers to as "cognitive dissonance." 

"I came out of a Bible cult myself and I know the 
distinctions between the historic understanding of eccle-
siastical church) authority versus the redefinition pro-

cess that the shepherding groups use. apostolic cults use 
and a group like Maranatha uses." 

The 'matter-of-fact" way Maranatha delivers its -
message is Clark's concern 

"Bob Weiner is seen as an 'apostle,' a 'setter upper' 
in Maranathai. When we use the term apostle there are 

all sorts of New Testament implications because apostles 
teach the Bible so there would be a vulnerability in the 
members whether they see it or not to accept the verses at 
face value." 

Clark has not come out with an official statement on 
Maranatha but has deemed it a "mind control organiza-
tion versus a cult." 

"The message is let the buyer beware." Clark said. 

Tomorrow. Controversy in the Spiritual Counterfeit 
meetings. 

Ex-member recalls life in the fold, deprogramming 
By Warren Bates 

In 980 Dee Dee Tillman was earning A's and B's as 
an engineering student at Kansas State University. She 
belonged to a sorority and her mother described her as an 
outgoing, warm person who was close to her family. 

Tillman said she had been attending various Bible 
study groups before she found Maranatha. 

She discovered Maranatha after attending a campus 
showing of an old Pat Boone movie, "The Cross and the 
Su itch-blade." 

The people she found there were different from any 
she had found before. 

"These people seemed truly committed to Christ," 
Tillman said. 

"The first three days I had the idea the group was 
rea II good, but as time went on I found more restrictions 
were being placed upon me. 

"I could no longer read newspapers, watch TV and I 
couldn't see friends." 

Tillman said restrictions were being placed not only 
on her personal life, but also on her time. 

In the beginning she would attend Maranatha meet-
ings two nights a week, but as weeks passed, the schedule 
grew until she was attending meetings five nights a week. 
The meetings would occasionally last five hours or more. 

Her mother said she started going to bed at midnight 
and getting up at 5:30 a.m. to study her Bible. 

Mike Godwin, pastor of the KSU chapter, said Till-
man was happy to be in Maranatha and wasn't forced to 
do anything she didn't want to. 

'I could no longer read 
newspapers, watch TV 
and I couldn't see 
friends' 

-- Dee Dee Tillman 

Because her father was Catholic, Godwin said he op-
posed Dee Dee's attending a born-again Christian organi-
zation. He also said her father played an intimidating part 
in her life. 

Tillman dropped out of her sorority because she was 
told it was sinful, she said. 

"I became very distant from my parents, cutting off 
my ties from them, and I wasn't making decisions on my 
own," she said. "The group was telling me what to do." 
Tillman's personality change did not go unnoticed by her 
family. 

"She would walk around with this phony smile that 
said 'I'm all right' but her emotion and spontaneous per-
sonality were missing," Tillman's mother said. "Her sis-
ter said her eyes were pleading, 'Help, get me out of 
here.' 

"Her grandfather got seriously ill and Dee Dee 
couldn't cry, when she would usually be the first one to do 
so." 

In June 1981, following her grandfather's death, Till-
man was taken to the Menninger clinic, a psychiatric 
institution in Topeka, Kan. 

After the Menninger trip. Tillman agreed to leave 
Maranatha and took a summer job in Lincoln, Neb. 

But Maranatha has a chapter there as well and Till-
man attended meetings without her parents' knowledge. 

In the fall she came home, then moved in with a 
girlfriend in the local Maranatha chapter, her mother 
said, adding that they were becoming very concerned 
with their daughter's grades and finally convinced her 
she should see a counselor. 

She went to pick up her clothes at her apartment, but 
when she didn't come back, the Tillmans suspected she 
had gone to the Maranatha house. 

"When we arrived at the house, the leaders told us 
Dee Dee wasn't there, but we had seen her car outside," 
her mother recalled. "It was then we knew that they had 
control of her." 

She said her husband was finally able to coax their 
daughter out of the house, but Godwin said she was taken 
by force. 

Tillman never returned to Maranatha. 
Tillman's family had been in contact with families in 

the area who had had their children deprogrammed from 
the Unification Church and the Divine Light Mission. 
They agreed to counsel Tillman. 

Non-violence is new, 
powerful, speaker says 
continued from page 1 
the mountains and fjords of Norway.' ' 
Sharp said, "giving hope for the powers of 
the people to defeat fascism." 

During Germany's last round-up of 
the Jews in 1943, 6,000 non-Jewish women 
wielded the power of non-violent resis-
tance to obtain their Jewish husbands' re-
lease from a Berlin jail, he said. 

"It was the most severe defeat, except 
for the end of World War II, that Hitler 
ever suffered." 

Sharp said he sees the power capacity 
of non-violent resistance, if developed, "to 
be not only the equal of military means, 
but infinitely greater." 

Peace groups do not work, Sharp said, 
because they offer no viable alternative to 
military defense. 

"They operate under limitations 
about the range of options," he said. 

Such groups often gain a burst of sup-
port, then fade into obscurity, he said, be-
cause they do nothing to provide security. 
People recognize the danger of nuclear 
weapons, but may feel they have no other 
choice. 

"They may not talk about it," Sharp 
said. -not because they're apathetic, but 
because they're scared.** 

Non-violent resistance can be re-
searched and developed to exist in con-
junction with conventional methods, he 
said Then. when the world's conscious-
ness is ready to accept the power of non-
violent methods, physical defense mech-
anisms can he phased out. 

Sharp calls this phasing-out process 
"transarmament." 

It would be "possible to phase out the 
military system, not because we became 
angels," he said, "but because we became 
more sophisticated in our defense." 

The method of educating the world on 
the viability of a civilian-based defense 
would be step by step, so that no step 
would be so big as to appear incompre-
hensible, Sharp said. 

For a civilian-based defense to work, 
people have to get rid of the "idea that 

power :comes out of the barrel of a gun,' 
he said 

Non-violence is "a new type of power 
which is actually very old," he said, add-
ing that the United States is not ready to 
accept it. 

Two of the biggest obstacles are the 
method's lack of development and the 
public's lack of understanding, he said. 

But he outlined several actions people 
can take to spread belief. 

Self education, formal and informal 
education, and the use of videotapes and 
audiotapes can help increase knowledge, 
he said. 

People should improve their own 
skills and capacities, and students should 
work with faculty to get universities to 
organize research. 

The research institution Sharp is in-
volved with at Harvard is the "first one in 
the world on non-violent forms of strug-
gle," he said. 

Speeches, novels and films such as 
"Gandhi" can help popularize the idea of a 
civilian-based defense. 

"With each step, one is spreading the 
understanding that non-violence is more 
powerful than people thought," Sharp 
said. 

He stressed the need for involving mil-
itary personnel in the method's devel-
opment. 

"We need to appeal to the people that 
the peace groups and social workers have 
seen as beyond the pale." 

The way to build awareness that a ci-
vilian defense can work is to appeal to 
everyone, Sharp said. A military person 
may be able to give some valuable input 
that a peace worker may have overlooked. 

Martyrdom has been associated with 
non-violence, but less people have been 
killed in non-violent struggles than with 
violence. 

"You don't have this gimmick in front 
of you to fool you into a false feeling of 
safety, but you do have a reduced chance 
of death." 
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'they went over questions of her motives for her re 
cent actions while her father tried once again to link Till 
man with her past. 

They felt they weren't getting through, her mother 
said. 

A week later, they hired a professional exit counselor. 
David Clark. who had left a Bible cult called "The Walk" 
seven years earlier. He had since gone through three 
years of seminary training and is now a member of the 
committee investigating Maranatha. 

"What I saw was a college student who was very slims 
to process information and somewhat atrophied in her 
skills," Clark said. "There was an underlying fear 01 
paranoia due to the vacuum of not being involved (with 
Maranatha) at that point." 

When he asked Tillman how she knew things the 
group told her were true, she replied, they were "ac-
cepted." 

The Dec. 9, 1981, issue of the Phoenix (Ariz,) Gazette 
described Tillman's deprogramming as a two-step pro 
cess. 

The first was a period of conversation between Clark, 
Tillman and her father. in which they discussed Scripture 
and showed her where they thought it had been taken out 
of context or twisted by Maranatha. 

Clark's method was to not have Tillman accept things 
at face value, but to check everything out. As the hours 
wore on, her father worked to bring her emotions to the 
surface. 

Tillman said she finally snapped when she became 
convinced the deprogramming session was not a "ploy 01 
the devil" and that her father was genuinely concerned. 

The second step was less intense. 
Tillman found it Mcreasingly easier to discuss her 

experiences in the group with counselors, and she finall 
realized she had not been making decisions on her own. 

She says it has now been two years since she was 
deprogrammed and has only recently been able to reon 
ent herself to the outside world. After her deprogram-
ming she went into hiding for a year before going back to 
KSU for her engineering degree. 

"When you're in Maranatha, you have tunnel vision 
in the sense you can't see anything outside of the group," 
Tillman said. 

"I was really disoriented. It's only been in the last six 
months that I've been able to find out who lam." 
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